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VALEDICTION. 

The  fears  of  critics,  and  our  own  apprehensions,  have  hap- 
pily been  disappointed ;  the  second  volmne  of  this  work  has  ttot 
determined  the  scale  of  the  succeeding  portions.  That  volume 
■was,  on  the  whole,  tlie  most  important,  tiie  most  needful  to  be 
written,  whether  witli  reference  t«  the  subject  of  tins  memoir, 
or  to  the  history  of  the  abolition  eaase,  the  political  anti-alavery 
oi¥;aniza1ion,  and  the  woman-suffrage  movement.  A  greater 
fulness  of  detail,  a  more  ample  exhibition  of  the  documents, 
was  therefore  imperative.  Here,  as  before  and  afterwards,  our 
material  was  the  rudder  that  steered  as,  and  we  close  our  labors 
with  the  conviction  that  each  period  has  received  a  proportion- 
ate treatment.  Moreover,  while  not  a  page  has  been  written 
wilfully  to  swell  the  total,  neither  has  anything  been  omitted 
which  we  were  anxious  to  insert. 

If  we  have  succeeded  in  our  endeavor  to  efface  ourselves,  we 
have  produced  what  may  justly  be  regarded  as  an  Autobiog- 
raphy—but one  guarded  from  the  defects  of  reminiscence  by 
constant  employment  of  and  reference  to  the  contemporary 
records  in  print  and  in  manuscript,  and  by  a  thousand  disin- 
terested illustrations,  corrections,  aad  criticisms,  from  wMeh 
the  truth  can  hardly  fail  to  emerge.  This  method,  deliberately 
adopted  for  tie  first  two  volumes,  we  had  the  plainest  indica- 
tion for  pursuing  to  the  end,  since  not  a  material  error  of  fact 
has  been  pointed  out  in  a  narrative  f  umiahing  abundant  grounds 
for  controversy,!  ^nd  our  candor  has  everywhere  passed  unchal- 
lenged.   For  this  we  are  devoutly  thankful,  having  proposed  to 


J  by  Google 


IT  VALEDICTION. 

ourselves  no  other  aim  than  a  faithful  exhibition  of  our  father's 
life  and  character.  "  It  was  truly  a  Bublime  life,"  wrote  the  late 
Eliaur  Wright,  on  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  first  half  of  the  pres- 
ent work.  "  The  details  you  have  thrown  into  and  around  it 
show  the  history  of  the  period  with  an  electric  light,  and  cannot 
but  bless  the  future."  "For  simplicity,  straightforwardness, 
openness,  and  fulness,  without  any  explanation  or  smoothing 
down,  you  give  the  \rorld,"  wrote  the  lat«  Mrs.  Abby  Kelley  Fos- 
ter, "a  biography  worthy  of  its  subject."  These  testimonies, 
which  have  for  us  a  peculiar  value,  we  shall,  we  trust,  be  par- 
doned (or  quoting  here. 

After  all,  the  work  has  a  formidable  length — no  one  is  more 
conscious  of  this  than  we  who  fashioned  it  Can  we  hope  that 
anybody,  in  this  busy  and  superfleial  age,  will  read  it  consecu- 
tively, and  not  merely  consult  it  as  a  book  of  reference  ?  We 
can  say  of  it  what  Sylvester  Judd  did  of  his  '  Margaret,'  that 
it  "was  never  designed  for  railroads ;  it  might,  peradventnre, 
suit  a  eanal-boat " ;  or,  again,  what  Mr.  Pepys  said  of  William 
Penn's  tract  against  the  Trinity,  that  "  it  is  a  serious  sort  of 
book" — yet  without  adding,  "and  not  fit  for  everybody  to 
read."  Bather  are  we  of  opinion  that  no  one  can  read  it  with- 
out profit,  for  it  is  not  more  the  history  of  a  man  than  of  an  age. 
It  will  at  least  serve  as  a  corrective  of  that  spurious  patriotism 
which  consists  in  concealing,  or  shutting  our  eyes  on,  the  bar- 
barous past  of  OUT  country,  as  if  contemplation  and  frank  con- 
fession of  it  were  not  the  surest  means  of  promoting  the 
national  evolution  to  a  yet  higher  civilization.  In  short,  those 
who  study  history  not  for  amusement,  but  for  its  practical  bear- 
ing on  conduct  in  the  formation  of  principle,  may  well  linger 
over  these  pages. 

We  must  again  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  many  friends 
for  varied  assistance,  and  above  all  to  Samuel  May,  Ohver 
Johnson,  and  Ehzabeth  Pease  Nichol  for  their  careful  scrutiny 
of  manuscript  or  proofs.  To  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
we  are  under  great  obligation  for  its  courteous  accommoda- 
tion of  a  file  of  the  IdbemtoT.    Nor  can  we  ever  be  sufficiently 
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grateful  to  our  publishers  for  their  trustful  participation  in  our 
enterprise,  and  their  unstinted  hberality  in  the  manufacture  of 
these  admirable  specimens  o£  the  printer's  art,  which  only  the 
highest  hterajy  excellence  could  parallel.  But  in  this  particular 
we  offer  to  posterity  (like  that  veracious  church  front  in  Ger- 
:)  aremplwm  religvmk,  rum  structiirce. 

Wendell  Phillips  Gaeeison,  New  York. 
Francis  Jackson  Garrison,  Boston. 
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Wa  subjoin  a  revised  and  extended  list  of  the  completest  pnlllo  files  of 
the  Ldberator,  baaed  upon  ttutt  already  given  in  the  Preface  t«  Yolmne  I. 
(p.  ii).  Of  the  private  flies  there  named,  that  of  the  Misses  Weaton  has 
been  given  to  Yale  College,  as  below. 

Maine.  Sroalcljfn,  Long  Island  Historical 

PoriUmd,  Publio  Library.  Society. 

MABSiCHiisETTS.  Ilhofxi,    Comell    Universily    Li- 

Bosiim,  Public  Library.  brary. 

Athenaeum.  Pennstcvabia. 

Cambridge,    Harvard    College  JA-         Philadelphia,  Library  Company. 

brary.  Ohio. 

Maiden,  Public  Library.  Cineianali,  Public  Library. 
Worcester^  American  Antiquarian     Ilunois. 

Society.  Chicago,  Newberry  Library. 

Rhode  IsIiAnc.  Kansas. 
Providence,  Rhode  Island  Histori-         Topeka,  Blansas    Historical    Soci- 

oal  Societj.  etj. 

COJJNEOTIODT. 

Sevi  Raven,  Yale  College  Library, 
New  Yobr. 
SetB  York  Oity,  Aster  Library.  London,  British  Museum. 


"The  fature  historian  of  the  abolition  of  American  slavery,  on  being 
famiBhed  with  tlie  files  of  the  liberator,  will  find  nearly  ail  the  materials  he 
can  require  to  complete  hia  history,  on  both  aides  of  the  question  "  ( Wm. 
Lhyd  (/arriaon  in  Idh.  17  :  6). 

"The  establishment  of  that  Museum  [the  depu-tment  of  selections 
labelled  "The  Befuge  of  Oppression  "],  we  believe,  was  a  strictly  original 
idea  with  Mr.  Garrison.  We  apprehend  that  he  was  the  first  man  who  ever 
set  up  for  show  the  caricatures  which  were  made  of  himself,  and  the  stones 
and  dirt  with  which  he  had  been  pelted,  and  who  kept  on  hand  a  gibbet  on 
which  anybody  that  pleased  might  hang  him  in  effigy.  .  .  .  The  liiber- 
ator  is  one  of  the  few  papers  which  wiU  remain  a  standard  historical 
authority  as  lo  the  mat(«r  of  which  it  treate,  and  which  will  be  the  sub- 
stance of  our  current  history.  .  .  .  The  iifteroior  will  be  permanently 
valuable  as  containing  '  Uie  very  Age  and  Body  of  the  Time,  its  Form  and 
Pressure,'  as  to  the  controlling  element  of  our  destiny,  .  .  .  will  hold 
its  place  on  the  shelves  of  public  libraries  as  one  of  the  authentic  sourMS 
of  (he  history  of  this  day  and  generation  "  (Edmmid  QaircyJ. 
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John  Ahbebson  Colliss,  at  about  the  age  of  35 to  face  p.    64 

From  a  dagnerreotype  in  hia  posseaaion. 
Natbaniei, Peabody  EoGEEs tofacep.120 

From  the  steel  engraring  prefixed  to  his  Writinga ;  the  charm 

of  It  is  laddng  here. 

Henry  Ciarke  Wright,  at  about  the  age  of  50  to  face  y.  178 

From  a  dagnerreotype  now  in  the  poaseaslon  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Wehh. 

Charles  Calistus  Btjeleioh,  at  ahout  the  age  of  35 , ,  to  face  p.  226 
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Webb. 

Charles  Fox  Hovey,  at  about  the  age  of  45 ,to  faee  p.  284 

From  a  daEuerreotype. 

PiCTOBiAL  Headings  op  The  Liberatob toface  p.  308 

The  design  of  the  first  (and  perhaps  of  the  second  also)  may  with 
some  plausibility  be  assigned  to  David  Claypoole  Johnston. 

Elizabeth  Pease,  at  the  age  of  44 toface^.  323 

From  a  daguerreotype  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Hemy 
Fell  Pease. 

Wm.  Lloyd  Gabeison,  at  the  age  of  47 lofacep.  358 

From  a  daguerreotype  taken  at  Rochester  in  May,  1852,  in  a 
group  with  Wendell  Phillips,  now  to  the  possession  of  his  son 
William.  The  engraving  falls  short  of  the  spirited  original, 
and  is  not  quite  true  in  espresaion. 

Samuel  Philbbice,  at  about  the  age  of  65 lofacep.  473 

From  a  daguerreotype  now  in  the  posseaaion  of  his  family, 
vli 
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Dred  Scott  decision  of  tlie  U.  S,  Supreme  Court  intervenes. 

CHAPTER  XVm.— The  Ibrbpbbssible  ComnLiCT  (1858) 

465-475 
Both  8eward  and  Lincoln  overtake  Garrison's  declaration  {as 
far  back  as  1840)  of  the  irreoonBilability  of  freedom  and 
slavery.  Conviction  seizes  upon  many  abolitionists  that  the 
conflict  will  end  only  in  blood.  Garrison  deprecates  the  idea, 
and  washes  his  hands  of  all  responsibility  for  such  a  ter- 


CHAPTER  XIX.— John  Brown  (1859) 476-493 

Garrison  notes  the  Republican  party's  falling  off  in  principle 
in  view  of  ite  approaching  electoral  triumph ;  yet  judges  it 
fairly  in  accordance  with  its  own  standards.  He  justifies  John 
Brown's  Virginia  raid  by  the  Bunker  Hill  code,  and,  as  a 
non-resistant,  disarms  him  only  while  disarming  the  slave- 
holder. 

CHAPTEE  XX.— Abraham  Lincoln  (1860) 494-509 

Seward  retracts  Ms  "irrepressible  conflict"  for  the  sake  of 
the  Presidency,  and  faUs  under  the  censure  of  Garrison,  as 
does  the  Eepubliean  Party  for  its  platform.  The  Demo- 
cratic Party  breaks  in  two  at  Charleston,  and  Lincoln  is 
elected  President.  Garrison  hails  the  secession  of  South 
Carolina  as  the  end  of  the  old  Union  and  of  slavery. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Ee-formation  and  Reanimation. — 1841. 

IF  a  man's  reputation  were  his  life,  the  scene  of  this     chap,  i. 
Tiiography  would  now  properly  shift  once  more  to        13^1, 
England,     Collins's  mission  to  raise  funds  for  the  support  Asii.2:^T5. 
of  the  Standard  encountered  the  obstacles  for  which  Mr. 
Garrison  had  prepared  him  "in  consequence  of  the  intro-  Ante. 2:417. 
duetion  of  the  new-organization  spirit    ...    in  Eng- 
land," in  connection  with  and  as  a  sequel  to  the  World's  Anii,s:3S3, 
Convention.     The  defence  of  the  old  organization,  was  3^.370.431- 
imposed  upon  him  from  the  start,  and  this,  of  course, 
involved  a  special  vindication  of  its  leader — a  ts&k  made 
doubly  difficult  after  Colver's  slanders  had  been  indus-  Ante.s-.^p^. 
triously  put  in  circulation  under  the  official  cover  of  the  ij*.ri:i74; 
Executive  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-     ,3^;^  cpI' 
Slavery  Society.     "The  Sabbath  [Chardon-Street]  Con-     '^^cf" 
vention,"  wrote  Collins  to  Mr.  G-arrison,  from  Ipswich, 
the  home  of  Clarkson,  on  January  1,  1841,  "has  com-        ms. 
pletely  changed  the  issue.    Woman's  rights  and  non-gov- 
emmentisra  are  quite  respectable  when  compared  to  your 
religious  views."    In  a  recent  interview,  procured  with 
much  difficulty,  and  only  in  an  unofficial  capacity,  with 
Vol.  III.— 1 
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MSS.  Apr. 
27.  E-  Pease 
to  J.  Sioile 
(May  fj. 


Clarkson,  Ids  family  were  unwilling  to  have  Collins  touch 
on  the  subject  of  the  division  among  the  American  abo- 
litionists. Allusion  to  this  or  to  Mr.  Garrison  led  the 
venerable  philanthropist  to  speak  of  the  evils  resulting 
from  destroying  the  Sabbath  or  religion,  and  of  the  dan- 
gerous inflaenee  of  Owenism.  "It  rec[uired  no  sagacity," 
adds  Collins,  "to  see  his  design  in  referring  to  Owen, 
etc.  ,  .  .  Owenism,  in  Great  Britain,  is  considered 
donble-distiUed  infidelity.  Your  views  are  being  consid- 
ered of  the  Owen  school.^  You  are  the  Great  Idon  which 
stands  in  my  way,"  Likewise,  on  February  3,  Collins 
■writes  to  Francis  Jackson:  "Garrison  is  a  hated  and 
persecuted  man  in  England.  Calumny  and  reproach  are 
heaped  upon  him  in  the  greatest  possible  degree."  And, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Garrison  himself,  Richard  D.  Webb, 
on  May  30,  reported  that  Joseph  Sturge,  the  weightiest 
member  of  the  London  Committee,  regarded  the  mere 
defence  of  Garrison  and  Colhns  by  Elizabeth  Pease  and 
William  Smeal  "  as  a  species  of  persecution  directed 
against  himself,  and  as  a  gratuitous  giving  up  of  the 
slave's  cause."  When  Miss  Pease  had  obtained  from 
America  a  truthful  statement  of  Mr.  Garrison's  part  in 
the  Chardon-Street  Convention,  at  the  hands  of  the 
Quaker  James  Cannings  FuUer,  the  Loudon  Committee 
refused  her  request  to  give  it  the  same  eurreney  which 
they  had  given  to  Colver's  libel, 

W.  L,  Garrison  to  Elizabeth  Pease,  Darlington,  England. 
Boston,  March  1, 1841. 
I  am  very  mueh  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  by  the  Brittm- 
MJa,  and  do  not  regret,  on  the  whole,  that  bro.  Collins  has 
concluded  to  remain  until  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  of  the 
4tii  inst.,  though  I  trust  he  wiU  not  miss   coming  at  that 
time,  for  his  presence  here  now  is  indispensable.    In  what- 
ever he  has  been  called  to  encounter,  on  your  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  by  the  evil  spirit  that  reigns  there,  as  well  as  here, 
in  the  anti-slavery  rants,  I  deeply  sympathize  with  him.    The 
1 "  Socialism  is  thrown  upon  us  both  "  (MS.— 18*1,  Collina  to  W,  L.  Q.|, 
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attempt  of  Nathaniel  Colver  to  injure  his  character  is  exciting     Ch 
among  all  the  true-hearted  friends  of  oar  cause  among  us  an 
intense  feeling  of  indignation  and  abhorrence  ;  and  in  the  sequel 
it  will  l)e  sure  to  recoil  upon  the  head  of  that  nniiappy  man. 

Equally  abortire  will  be  the  efEort  of  N.  C,  to  afEect  my  relig-  .V, 
ious  character  by  his  absurd  and  monstrous  statement  to  Joseph 
Sturge,  that  I  have  headed  an  inflde!  convention.  Even  sup- 
posiug  the  charge  were  true,  I  should  like  to  know  by  what 
authority  British  aboUtumists,  as  such,  undertake  to  judge  me, 
for  this  cause,  on  the  anti-slavery  platform.  I  need  not  say  to 
you,  that  the  charge  is  both  groundless  and  mahcious;  that 
my  religious  views  are  of  the  most  elevated,  the  most  spiritual 
character;  that  I  esteem  the  holy  scriptures  above  all  other 
books  in.  the  universe,  and  always  appeal  to  "  the  law  and  the 
testimony  "  to  prove  all  my  peculiar  doctrines ;  that,  in  regard 
to  my  religious  sentiments,  they  are  almost  identical  with  those 
of  Barclay,  Penn,  and  Fos;  that,  respecting  tfee  Sabbath,  the 
church,  and  the  ministry,  Joseph  Sturge  and  I  (if  he  be  a  gen- 
uine Friend)  harmonize  in  opinion ;  that  I  believe  in  an  indwell- 
ing Christ,  and  in  his  righteousness  alone;  that  I  glory  in 
nothing  here  below,  save  in  Christ  and  him  crucified ;  that  I 
beUeve  all  the  works  of  the  devil  are  to  be  destroyed,  and  our 
Lord  is  to  reign  from  sea  to  sea,  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth ; 
and  that  I  profess  to  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and 
know  by  happy  experience  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to 
them  who  are  iu  Christ  Jesus,  who  waUt  not  after  the  flesh,  but 
after  the  spirit, 

"The  truth  is,  N.  Colver  has  a  mortal  antipathy  to  aU  the  dis- 
tinctive views  of  Friends,  and  he  regards  them  all  as  infidel; 
yet  he  writes  to  Joseph  Stuxge  as  though  he  fully  agreed  with 
bim  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Sabbath,  and  as  though  I  held 
purely  infidel  views  on  this  subject! .'  Why  does  not  Joseph 
Sturge,  as  an  honest  man  and  a  sincere  friend  to  the  anti-slav- 
ery cause  (I  win  not  refer  to  his  former  professions  of  personal 
friendship  for  me),  inform  me  by  letter  of  what  he  has  received 
from  N.  Colver  and  others,  touching  ray  religious  character? 
Why  does  he  not  express  a  wish  to  hear  what  I  can  say  in.  self- 
defence  ?  I  confess,  I  am  grieved  and  astonished  at  his  con- 
duct, and  am  forced  to  regard  him  much  less  highly  than  I 
once  did.  By  the  next  packet,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  address  a 
letter  to  him  on  this  subject. 

I  am  sorry,  very  sorry  (and  very  much  surprised,  too),  that  Lii. 
bro.  Collins  should  have  apphed  to  the  London  Committee  for 
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;  aid  or  approbation.  It  ttrs  an  error  of  judgment,  simply ;  but, 
after  what  we,  wlio  sent  him  out,  have  said  of  that  Committee, 
it  looks  upon  the  face  of  it  like  an  imposition,^  We  supposed 
he  would  make  his  appeal  to  the  abolitionists  at  large  and  take 
his  chanee  accordingly.  I  fear,  also,  that  he  may  not  have 
been  so  guarded  at  all  times  iu  his  language  as  could  have  been 

,  desirable,  respecting  the  transfer  of  the  Emancipator —  a  trans- 
fer that  was  certainly  very  dishonorable,  and  whoEy  unworthy 
of  the  character  of  those  who  participated  in  it.^  Yet  I  doubt 
not  that  the  mission  of  J.  A,  C.  will  do  much  for  our  persecuted 
enterprise. 

For  what  you  have  done  to  aid  him,  we  aU  feel  under  the 
deepest  obligations.  May  Heaven  reward  you  a  hundred-fold ! 
Fear  not  that  truth  shall  not  triumph  over  falsehood,  right  over 
wrong,  and  freedom  over  slavery.* 

I  MIsa  Pease  did  not  so  judge  the  applicsMon  (MS.  Dec.  10,  1840,  W  Col- 
ling) ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  was  ultimately  of  great  advan- 
tage la  the  cause.  It  at  once  forced  the  discussioD  of  the  merits  of  the 
American  eehisra,  and  the  shamefully  partisan  action  of  the  London  Com- 
mittee determined  many  to  side  with  the  old  organization  who  might  else 
haTe  remnined  either  indifferent  or  deceived.  See  Ceiling's  letter  to  E. 
Qulncy,  Mar.  2,  1841  (MS.).  The  attempt  of  the  Biecutiye  Committee  of 
the  GlftBgow  Emauoipatjon  Society,  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of  Captain  Stuart, 
to  follow  suit  in  rebuffing  CoUina  and  disavomng  the  old  organiiation,  led 
to  a  division  and  recOQstitutlon  by  which  that  important  body  was  saved  to 
the  cause  in  America,  at  the  cost  of  the  resignation  of  a  few  members 
like  Dr.  Wardlaw  (Lib.  11 :  77,  89,  93, 149 ;  MSS.  Feb.  23, 1841,  E.  Wardhiw 
to  J.  A  Collins,  and  May  2,  1841,  Collins  to  W.  L.  Q. ;  and  CoUins's  letter 
to  the  Glasgow  Argus,  April  26, 1841).  Finally,  Harriet  Martineau  took  her 
stand  with  Mr.  Oarrison,  Colhns,  and  their  aesociatea  In  the  most  pro- 
nounced manner  (Idb.  11 :  51 ;  MS.  Feb.  20, 1841,  Miss  Martineau  to  Collins). 
Geoi^  Thompson's  Open  adhesion  came  later  (Lib.  11:145,  201).  The 
resolt  was  in  all  respects,  pecuniary  and  moral,  disastrous  to  the  British 
and  Foreign  A.  S.  Society. 

B  "  Gerrit  Smith  says  the  transfer  of  the  Emancipator  was  a  great  out- 
rage—told Burleigh  so  — not  pnbliciy"  (MS.  Feb.  10, 1841,  J.  S.  Gibbons 
to  W,  L.  G.).  "  The  transfer  of  the  Smaneipator  was  indefensible  "  (MS. 
Nov.  26, 1870,  Gerrit  Smith  to  W.  L.  Q.). 

^No  one  can  read  the  private  advisory  correapnndence  of  Miss  Pease 
wi(3i  Collins  without  feeling  admiration  for  her  sf^acity,  sound  judgment^ 
practical  business  talent,  and  unfailing  grasp  of  principles.  She  was  the 
Mrs.  Chapman  of  the  British  agitation.  "What  mistakes  people  make! 
They  think  Victoria  Queen  of  England,  when  it  is  Elizabeth  Pease ;  and 
know  not  that  the  Aliens  and  Webbs  [of  Dublin]  are  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal "  (MS.  Jan.  30, 1841,  E.  Quinoy  to  Collins).  "  What  more  of 
royalty  has  England's  queen  1 "  asked  Mr.  Garrison  In  bis  sonnet  to  Eliza- 
beth Pease  fiift.  12:4). 
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Colver  was  efficiently  seconded  by  Ton-ey,  temporarily  ta.  n :  n ; 

coTidueting  the  Mnssaehusetts  Abolitionist,  ■who  brought  '^^-^xa.' 

the  most  eruel  aficusations  against  Collins's  integrity  and  ^^''^g 

manhood;  and  hy  Phelps,  who  dressed  up  Mrs.  Chap-  ij*.  11:23, 

man's  report  of  his  own  remarks  at  the  Chardon-Street  jl^ji/^*' 

Convention,  and  gave  his  personal  coloring  to  what  was  xw.'^^k 

said  by  others  —  all  to  prove  the   Convention's  infidel  jo  London 
ehaj-acter  and  Mr.  G-arrison's  complicity.     This  he  first 

ventilated  in  the  New  England  Christian  Advocate,^  and  lh.  h  :  79. 
then  despatched  abroad  through  the  sectarian  channels 
controlled  by  the  London   Committee.    Mr,  Garrison's 

reply  was  prompt,  and  warmed  with  a  natural  indigna-  Lib.  n :  43. 
tion,  for  to  the  charge  of  infidelity  were  added  fresh 

insinuations  of  "no  marriage"  doctrines,  calculated  to  Ante.s-.sSg. 

horrify  still  more  the  Enghsh  mind.      In  fact,  Phelps's  mss.  Apr. 

"priestly  candor  and  magnanimity"  proved  more  injuri-  cdiinsto ' 

oos  than Colver's  and  Torrey's  combined  defamation,  and  May'i'.^i, 

caused  great  temporary  damage  abroad.  ^'com^s '" 

Colver's  effrontery  was  equal  to  a  reaffirmation  of  his 

falsehoods  on  the  platform  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-  zii. u :=2, 
Slavery  Society  at  its  ninth  annual  meeting,  where  they 
had  come  up  for  emphatic  condemnation. 

Edmund  Quiney  to  J.  A.  CoMns,  in  England. 

Dedham,  Jan.  30, 1841.  ms. 
The  annual  meeting  is  just  over,  and  went  off  in  the  best  pos-    Lid.  n ;  ez. 


The  morning  of  the  first  day  (Wednesday,  27th)  was  taken 
up  by  Garrison's  veport,^  which,  for  a  marvel,  was  finished  and 
printed  (!)  before  the  meeting.     .     .     . 

In  the  aft«rnoon  (Thursday)  we  passed  a  severe  resolution  on 
Colver's  letters  to  the  London  Committee  — he  being  present, 
Bradburn  was  down  upon  him  in  his  usual  tomahawk  and  scalp- 
ing-knife  style.  Colver  then  made  a  most  demoniacal  speech, 
saying  but  little  on  the  subject-matter,  but  wandering  over  the 

1  Edited  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  by  the  Eev.  Luther  Lee. 

2  This  document,  to  be  touncl  io  the  regular  series  of  reports,  ia  an  elab- 
orate review  of  the  origin  of  the  Mass.  Abolition  Society  and  the  schism  in 
the  American  Society,  with  e,  brief  glance  at  the  Third  Party. 
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Chap.  I.  whole  univerBe  of  abuse  which  the  New  Organization  have 
,g"  created  for  their  delectation.    I  never  saw  a  man  who  seemed 

to  be  more  possessed  with  a  devil.  One  of  the  Westons  well 
said,  that  the  Society  might  now  be  thought  to  have  done  some- 
thing to  justify  his  deauneiation  of  it  as  a  Non-Eeastanee 
Society,  as  an  ordinary  assembly  of  men  of  the  world  would 
have  thrown  him  out  of  the  window  on  less  provocation.  Brad- 
bum  and  Garrison  replied  briefly,  and  the  matter  ended  by  the 
passage  of  the  resolution. 

We  cannot  nowadays  understand  the  superstition  for- 
merly attached  to  the  stigma  of  infidelity,  both  on  the  part 
of  those  who  sought  to  fasten  and  of  those  who  sought 
to  avoid  it.  In  the  popular  imagination  it  belonged  in 
the  category  of  self-operative  curses,  and  was  couclnsive 

Lii.  II  :43.  of  aU  argument,  Henee  it  availed  little  for  Mr.  Garrison 
to  reason  that  if  the  Chardon-Street  Convention  was  infi- 
del because  some  infidel  addressed  it,  it  was  Orthodox 

Aiie,  a -.427.  because  Phelps,  Baptist  because  Colver,  and  Methodist 
because  Father  Taylor,  did  likewise.  Nor  could  he  hope 
to  escape  the  imputation  of  being  a  double  and  treble 
dyed  in&del  for  his  attendance  at  the  adjourned  second 
and  third  sessions  of  that  Convention,  which  fell  in  the 
year  now  under  consideration.  Convicted,  too,  of  having 
"headed"  this  ungodly  gathering  in  the  beginning,  the 
head  and  front  of  its  offending  he  must  remain  to  the 
bitter  end.     True,  Edmund  Quiney,  who  actually  headed 

Li6.  II  :47.  it,  declared  that  the  first  suggestion  of  such  a  convention 

Arae,s:^i,  was  made  at  Groton,  whcre  Garrison  was  Dot ;  thatwhen 
'*'  '        he  heard  of  it  at  a  private  dinner-table,  he  did  not  encour- 

Anie,a:^22.  age  It,  and  refused  to  be  one  of  the  committee  to  call  it, 
and  even  urged  Mr.  Quiney  (ia  vain)  to  strike  out  a  strong 
passage  in  the  call.     But,  continues  the  latter  — 

Lib.  11; 47.  "But,  then,  these  new  ideas  were  first  started  by  you,  and 
therefore  you  are  accountable  for  this  development  of  them  I 
My  dear  friend,  they  who  say  thia,  do  you  honor  overmnch. 
You  have  but  obeyed,  you  have  not  created,  the  spirit  of  the 
age,  which  is  busy  with  old  ideas,  and  will  in  due  time  change 
them,  and  with  them  the  institutions  which  are  their  outward 
manifestations." 
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However,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  Convention     chap.  i. 
which  assembled  for  the  second  time  at  the  Chardon-        ib^i. 
Street  Chapel  on  Tuesday,  March  30,  1841,  had  met  in   Lib.  n :  ss. 
pursuance  of  Mr.  Garrison's  motion,  at  the  previous  ses- 
sion, to  discuss  the  origin  and  authority  of  the  Ministry. 
The  participants  and  combatants  were  much  the  same  as 
before,  and  a  preliminary  skirmish  again  took  place  over 
a  clerical  attempt  to  restrict  discu^on  within  the  lines 
and  sanction  of  the  Bible.    The  defeat  of  this  movement 
was  the  only  positive  action  of  the  Convention,  which 
then  freely  took  sides  individually  for  or  against  the 
proposition,  "  That  the  order  of  the  ministry,  as  at  pres- 
ent existing,  is  anti-scriptural  and  of  human  origin."    In 
this  discussion  Mr.  Garrison  appears  to  have  said  nothing, 
being  unable  to  attend  except  for  a  few  hours  during  the   Lib.  n :  55. 
three  days;  but  he  forestalled  fresh  clerical  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  Convention  by  moving  a  committee  to 
prepare  resolutions  explanatory  of  its  nature  and  doings, 
and  these  resolutions  were  from  his  pen.    He  also  pre- 
vented any  notice  being  taken,  by  way  of  reply,  of  a  Sab- 
batarian letter  from  Clarkson,  which  Nathaniel  Colver 
had  craftily  procured,   and  introduced  at  the  earliest 
moment.     The  snare  was  too  obviously  meant  —  on  the 
one  hand  for  Mr.  Garrison  himself,  on  the  other  for  the      Lectures 
Convention,  whose  members  sought,  as  Emerson  well   skeuhesfid. 
said,  "  something  better  and  more  satisfying  than  a  vote   '^^'^'  ^'  ^^' 
or  a  definition." 

This  peculiar  body  met  once  more  and  finally  on  the  Lib.  11:175, 
26th,  27th,  and  28th  of  October,  1841,  taking  for  its  last     ^^^'  '^' 
topic  the  Church.    Various  causes  kept  away  its  main 
clerical  antagonists,  but  they  were  represented  by  Phelps, 
who  found  it  as  infidel  as  ever.  Mr.  Garrison's  resolutions 
are  all  of  the  proceedings  that  can  be  noticed  here : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  true  chureli  is  independent  of  all  human   LiS.  11:179. 
oi^aaizations,  creeds,  or  compaets. 

"  Eesolved,  That  it  is  not  in  the  province  of  any  man,  or  any 
body  of  men,  to  admit  to  or  to  exclude  from  that  church  any 
one  who  is  ereat«d  in  the  divine  image. 
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"  Resolved,  That  it  is  nowhere  enjoined  as  a  religions  duty, 
by  Christ  or  his  apostles,  upon  any  man,  that  he  should  conueet 
himself  with  any  association,  by  whateTer  name  called ;  but 
all  are  left  free  to  act  singly,  or  in  conjunction  ■with  others, 
a^eording  to  their  own  free  choice." 

Wtile  the  glow  of  this  truly  spuitual  oeeasion  was 
still  on  him,  Mr.  Garrison  produced  four  sonnets,  which 
contain  the  pith  of  his  contributions  to  the  theological 
interchange  of  the  Chardon-Street  Convention.  They 
,  appeared  in  successive  numbers  of  the  Idberator,  under 
■  the  titles,  "The  Bible,"  "Holy  Time,"  "Worship,"  "The 
True  Church."  As  poesy,  none  deserves  to  be  quoted 
entire.  As  landmarks,  they  may  yield  a  line  or  two. 
From  the  first,  "  The  Bible  " : 

O  Book  of  Books !  though  skepticism  flout 
Thy  sacred  origin,  thy  worth  decry  ; 
Though  transcendental  ^  folly  give  the  lie 
To  what  thou  teachest ;  though  the  critic  doubt 
This  fact,  that  miracle,  and  raise  a  shout 
Of  triumph  o'er  each  incongruity 
He  in  thy  pages  may  perchance  espy,     ,     ,     , 
Thy  oracles  are  holy  and  divine.     .     .     . 

iTbis  adjective  was  changed  to  "atheistic"  in  tlie  edition  of  Mr.  Garri- 
Bon'a  'Sonnet*  and  Other  Poema,'  puhlished  in  Boston  in  1843  (p.  64), 
showing  the  libersliaing  effect  upon  himself,  unauspeeted  at  the  time,  of 
those  "  memorable  interviews  and  conrersations,  In  the  hall,  in  the  lohbies, 
or  aronnd  the  doors,"  of  which  Emerson  tells  ('  Lectures  and  Biographical 
Sketches,'  ed.  1884,  p.  354).  On  the  appearance  of  Theodore  Parter's  epoch- 
making  ordination  sermon  on  "  The  Tranaiect  and  Permanent  in  Chris- 
tiaoity,"  preached  May  19. 1841  (Frothingham's  '  Life  of  Parker,'  p.  152, 
WeiBs's  'Life,'  1;  165),  Garrison  said  graTely  to  his  friend  Johnson,  "Infi- 
delity, Oliver,  infidelity ! "  So  thought  most  of  the  Unitarian  clergy ;  and  the 
denomination  first  gave  it  official  currency,  as  at  once  respectable  and  con" 
serratiTe  doctrine,  in  1885  (see  the  volume,  'Views  of  Religion,' a  eelection 
from  Parker's  sermons).  lo  reviewing,  in  January,  1842,  a  volume  of  relig- 
ious poetry  by  Mrs,  Sophia  L.  Little,  of  Pawtucltet,  Mr,  Garrison  atdd; 
"  Whatever  goes  to  esalt  the  character  of  the  Saviour  is  at  all  times  valu- 
able ;  but  never  more  than  when,  as  at  the  present  time,  attempts  are  made 
to  decry  Ms  mission,  to  associate  him  with  Socrates  and  Plato,  and  to  reject 
him  aa  the  great  mediator  between  Ood  and  man  "  f'iift.  12:7).  The  refer- 
ence is  to  a  letter  of  Christopher  A.  Greene's  in  the  Plain  Speaker  (1 :  23) ; 
"And  we  felt  .  .  .  that  we  were  the  brothers  and  equals  of  Socrates 
and  Plato  and  Jesus  and  John  — of  every  man  who  had  written  or  spoken 
or  walked  or  worked  in  the  name  of  God." 
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We  may  perhaps  detect  in  this  sonnet  a  sqiiint  at  a     Chap,  i, 
movement  made,  during  a  pause  in  the  last  session  at        ig^i. 
Ohardon  Street,  to  hold  a  conventiori  "to  consider  the  Lu.u -.■!■;«■, 
authority  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  extent  of  their  obli-     ^^'^' 
gation  on  men,"  in  which  the  Transcendeutalists  Emer- 
son and  Alcott  were  united  as  a  committee  with  Edmund 
Quincy  and  Mrs,  Chapman.    That  Mr.  Garrison  was  not 
in  sympathy  with  it  seems  likely  from  his  disclaimer  of  ti*.  11:183. 
responsibility  for  Quiney's  justification  of  it,  which  was 
allowed  to  be  copied  from  the  Non-Mesistant  into  theiifi-  Zi*.  11:183. 
erator,  and  in  which  one  remarks  not  only  Mr.  Quiney's 
emancipation  from  the  supernatural  sanction  of  the  Bible, 
but  his  exposition  of  the  way  in  which  the  question  of 
its  authority  was  forced  on  thoughtful  minds  by  clerical    cf.snts.i-. 
opposition  to  reform. 

Thesonneton  "Holy  Time"  is  a  reflection  of  the  poem,  Ante.'i'.\%-i. 
"  True  Rest."    We  cite  the  close  of  it : 

Dear  is  the  Christian  Sabbath  to  my  heart,  £.1^.11:183; 

Bound  by  no  forms,  from  times  and  sei  "'---  -^ 

The  whole  of  life  absorbiag,  not  a  part ; 

Perpetual  rest  and  perfect  liberty ! 
Who  keeps  not  this,  steers  by  a  Jewish  chart. 

And  sails  in  peril  on  a  storm-tossed  sea. 

From  "  Worship  "  let  us  take  the  first  half : 

They  who,  as  worshippers,  some  mountain  chmb,  z;*.  11:187: 

Or  to  some  temple  made  with  hands  repair,  ^ty'T^''-^ 

As  though  the  godhead  specially  dwelt  there,  p.  115.  ' 

And  absence,  in  Heaven's  eye,  would  be  a  orime. 

Have  yet  to  comprehend  this  truth  sublime :  — 
The  freeman  of  the  Lord  no  chain  can  bear — 
His  soul  is  free  to  worship  everywhere, 

Nor  Hmited  to  any  place  or  time.    ,     ,     , 

In  lieu  of  Mr.  Garrison's  metrical  apostrophe  to  "The  lh.ii-.^^i: 
True  Church,"  we  shall  do  better  to  seek  a  prose  deflni-    mTfcf 
tion  of  that  entity  in  the  following  profession  of  faith,      ^'  "^^ 
which  was  calculated  for  private  circulation  by  the  friend 
to  whom  it  was  addressed ; 
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W.  L.  Garrison  to  Elizabeth  Pease,  Darlington,  England. 
MS.  Boston,  June  1, 1841. 

I  am  aa  "infidel,"  forsooth,  because  I  do  not  Iielieve  io  the 
inherent  holiness  of  the  first  day  of  the  week;  iu  a  regular 
priesthood;  in  a  mere  flesh-and-blood  corporation  as  consti- 
tuting the  true  church  of  Christ ;  in  temple  -worship  as  a  part 
of  the  new  dispensation;  in  being  baptized  with  water,  and 
observing  the  "  ordinance"  of  the  supper,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  I  am 
an  "  infidel "  because  I  do  believe  in  eonseerating  all  time,  and 
body  and  soul,  unto  God ;  in  "a  royal  priesthood,  a  chosen 
generation  " ;  in  a  spiritual  church,  buHt  up  of  lively  stones,  the 
head  of  which  is  Christ ;  in  worshipping  God  in  spMt  and  in 
truth,  without  regard  to  time  or  place ;  in  being  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  enjoying  spiritual  communion  with  the 
Father,  etc.,  ete.    If  this  be  infldehty,  then  is  Quakerism  infl- 

With  regard  to  the  "  Church,  Sabhath,  and  Ministry  "  Con- 
vention, it  should  be  understood  that  it  was  called  not  to  deter- 
mine what  is  or  is  not  inspiration,  or  whether  the  Bible  is  or  is 
not  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  but  simply  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  "  all  sorts  of  folks  "  in  relation  to  the  Church,  the 
Sabbath,  and  Ministry — leaving  every  one  free  to  appeal  to 
that  standard  which,  in  his  judgment,  might  seem  to  be  infal- 
hble.  Hence,  the  Convention  could  not  have  properly  enter- 
tained or  decided  upon  any  "  extraneous  "  q^uestion.  It  was 
a  trick  of  priestcraft,  to  induce  the  Convention  to  cut  off  free 
discussion,  that  led  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  test  by 
Colver,  Phelps,  Torrey,  St.  Clair,  etc.  These  disoi^anizers  and 
defamers  resorted  to  this  device  merely  to  make  capital  for  New 
denization,  and  to  bring  a  false  accusation  against  the  lead- 
ing friends  of  the  old  organization,  some  of  whom  happened  to 
be  in  the  Convention.  All  who  were  present  saw  at  once  the 
spirit  that  animated  this  band  of  priestly  conspirators ;  so  that 
they  took  the  cunning  in  their  own  craftiness,  and  carried  the 
counsels  of  the  froward  headlong.     .     .     , 

Have  you  attentively  read  the  little  work  I  left  with  you,  by 
J.  H.  Noyes  1  If  you  have  done  with  the  file  of  the  Per/eeUenisl 
which  I  left  in  your  care,  I  will  thank  you  to  send  it  to  me  by  a 
private  conveyance  whenever  perfectly  convenient. 

c/.  anu.         The  difference  between  Noyes's  Perfectionism  and  Mr, 
^■'°^'       Garrison's  was  soon  to  be  Illustrated  in  a  very  signal 
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manner.     President  Mahan  and   the  Rev.   Charles  G.  Aa/ei 
Finney,  of  Oberlin,  who  helonged  to  the  same  sehool 
with  Noyes  and  (nominally)  tlie  editor  of  the  Liberator, 
assumed  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  non-resistance  very 
afflicting  to  the  last-named.    Finney  held,  in  a  Fast  ser-  Lid.  n 
mon,  "  that  eireum stances  may  arise,  not  only  to  render        ^' 
fighting  in  defence  of  liberty  a  Christian  duty,  but  also 
to  justify  Christians  in  actively  supporting  despotism." 
Noyes's  society  at  Putney,  Vt.,  some  months  afterwards,  Lit.  i 
discussed  the  qnestion :  "  Is  it  according  to  Scripture  and 
reason  that  women  should  act  as  public  teachers  in-  the 
Church,  in  large  asaembHes,  except  in  cases  of  special 
inspiration?"  and  unanimously  sided  with  Paul  in  the 
negative.^    Their  organ,  the  Witness,  for  the  same  rea- 
son, pronounced  the  doings  of  Boyle,  the  Grimkes,  and  /inu. 
Garrison  against  the  same  Apostle  "  acts  of  flagrant  sedi- 
tion against  God,"  and  spoke  of  "the  whole  phalanx  of 
Massachusetts  Ultraists,  with  Garrison  at  its  head."  This 
outburst  served  auseful  purpose  in  ridiculing  the  attempts  m.  i 
to  connect  Mr.  Garrison  with  the  marriage  views  of  the    '^^'i^ 
Perfectionists  because  he  was  in  agreement  with  some 
other  part  of  their  doctrine.   It  was  a  poor  rule  that  would 
not  work  both  ways,  and  the  identifleation  of  Noyes  with 
Phelps,  Torrey,  and  Colver  on  the  woman  question  was 
sufficient  to  prove  that  these  clergymen,  therefore,  thought 
lightly  of  the  marriage  institution. 

All  this  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Garrison  from  coming  to 
the  rescue  of  the  Perfectionists  against  attacks  from  eccle-  i'^.  i 
siastical bodies  all  over  the  country  on  "the  doctrine  of  sin- 
less perfection,  or  entire  sanctification  in  the  present  life." 

1  The  sssumptioB.  of  the  headsMp  of  the  male  is  oorioasly  involved  in  ttie 
Putneylte  afBnualioii  "tint  there  is  no  intrinsic  difference  between  property 
iji  persona  and  property  la  things ;  and  that  the  aame  spirit  which  abolished 
exclusiveneaa  in  regard  to  monejT  would  nboli^^  if  circmnstances  allowecl 
full  scope  to  it,  eiolusiveness  in  regard  to  women  and  children.  Panl  es- 
pressly  places  property  in  women  and  property  In  goods  in  the  some  category, 
and  speaks  of  them  together,  aa  ready  to  be  abolished  by  the  advent  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven"  (Noyes's  'American  Sooiallsma,' p.  625 ;  ctnA  cf.  ante, 
2:289).  See,  on  the  otter  hand,  Adin  Ballou's  scriptural  defence  of  tJle 
equality  of  tie  sexes  as  maintained  by  his  community  /Lib.  13 :  16). 
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'.  "  Now,  what,"  he  asked,  "  is  the  point  in  controversy  1  Not, 
who  is  a  Christian,  or  whether  this  or  that  in^viduai  has  attained 
to  a  atat«  of  '  sinless  perfection ' ;  Trnt  whether  human  beings, 
in  this  life,  may  and  ought  to  serve  God  with  all  their  mind  and 
strength,  and  to  love  their  neighbor  as  themselves !  Whether 
'  total  abstinence '  from  all  ain  is  not  as  obligatory  as  it  is  from, 
any  one  sin  1    .     ,     . 

"We  feel  authorized  to  refer  to  this  subject,  not  only  as  a 
pubhc  journalist,  but  also  because  it  has  a  very  important  con- 
nection with  the  righteous  reforms  of  the  day.  Holiness  is 
incompatible  with  robbery,  oppression,  love  of  dominion,  mur- 
der, pride,  vainglory,  worldly  pomp,  selfishness,  aud  sinful 
lusts.  But  these  ecclesiastical  bodies  are  determined  to  make 
a  Christian  life  compatible  with  a  military  profession,  with  Trill- 
ing  enemies,  with  enslaving  a  portion  of  niankind,i  with  the 
robbing  of  the  poor,  with  worldliness  and  ambition,  with  a  par- 
ticipation in  all  popular  iniquities.  Hence,  when  abohtionism 
declares  that  no  man  can  love  Ood  who  enslaves  another,  they 
deny  it,  and  assert  that  man-stealing  and  Christianity  may 
eo-exiat  in  the  same  character.^    When  it  is  asserted  that  the 

1  "  Twentj  years  have  passed  since  the  abolition  of  seridoin  [in  Russia], 
and  no  one  has  taken  the  trouble  to  strike  ont  the  phrase  which,  in  coimeo- 
lion  vrith  the  commandment  of  God  to  honor  parents,  was  introduced  into 
the  catechisni  to  sustain  and  justify  slavery.  With  regard  to  the  siith 
commandment,  '  Thou  shalt  not  Ml,'  the  instructions  of  the  catechism  are 
from  the  first  in  favor  of  murder.  .  .  .  The  Christian  Church  has 
recognized  and  sanctioned  divorce,  slavery,  tribunals,  all  earthly  powers, 
the  death  penalty,  and  war.  .  .  .  The  world  does  aa  it  pleases,  and 
leaves  to  the  Church  the  task  of  justifying  its  actions  with  esplanations  as 
to  the  meaning  of  life.  The  world  organiaes  an  existence  in  abaolnte  oppo- 
sition to  the  doctrine  of  Jesus,  and  the  Church  eodeavors  to  demonstrate 
tiat  men  who  live  contrary  t«  the  doctrine  of  Jeans  really  live  in  accord- 
ance with  Hittt  doctrine"  (Count  Leo  Tolstoi's  'My  Bollgion,'  New  York, 
1885,  pp.  214,  215,  221). 

»  On  Aug.  30,  1841,  Henry  C.  Wright  wrote  to  Edmund  Quinoy ;  "  I  once 
met  Bev.  Francis  Waylaod,  D.  D.,  President  of  Brown  XJniyersity,  in  the 
presence  of  several  friends,  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The 
conversation  turned  on  the  question  —  Can  a  slamkolder  be  a  Christian  t 
Tobringittoapoint,addressingmyself  to  the  Doctor,  I  asked  hiro—' Can 
a  man  be  a  Christian  and  cMm  a  rigbt  to  sunder  husbands  and  wives,  par- 
ents and  children— to  compelmentoworkwithoutwagea  — to  forbid  them 
to  read  the  Bible,  and  bay  and  sell  them  —  and  who  habitually  does  these 
things  ! '  '  Yes,  '  answered  the  Kev.  Dr.  and  President,  '  provided  he  has 
the  spirit  of  Christ,'  '  Is  it  possible  for  [a  man]  to  be  governed  by  the  spirit 
of  Christ  and  chiim  a  right  to  commit  these  atrocious  deeds,  and  habitually 
commit  them ! '  After  some  turning,  he  answered,  ■  Tea,  I  believe  he  can.' 
'  Is  there,  then,  one  crime  in  all  the  catali^ue  of  crimes  which,  of  itself, 
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(orgi^'eiiess  instead  of  tte  slaughter  of  eueoiies  is  necessary  Chap,  i 
to  constitute  one  a  Christian,  they  afBrm  that  to  hang,  stab,  or  j^, 
shoot  enemies,  uader  certain  circumstances,  is  perfectly  eon- 
sonant  with  the  spirit  of  Christ.  Thus  they  make  no  distiuetion 
between  the  precious  and  the  vile,  sanctify  what  is  evil,  per- 
petuate crime,  and  honor  what  is  devilish.  They  are  cages  of 
unclean  birds,  Augean  stables  of  pollution,  which  need  thor- 
ough purifleation. 

"  We  affirm  that  this  is  not  a  question  of  sectarian  theology, 
but  of  sound  morahty  and  vital  godliness.  As  men  who  are 
conscious  oi  guilt  should  not  attempt  to  excuse  themselves,  so 
should  they  not  countenance  sin  in  others.  If  they  are  forced 
to  exclaim,  '  "Who  shall  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this  death  1 ' 
let  them  not  revile  those  who  feel  prepared  to  say  from  joyful 
experience, '  There  is  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  Xem.  8 :  i 
in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit. 
For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath  made  us 
free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.'  If  a  man  has  passed  from 
death  unto  life,  how  much  of  death  is  attached  to  him  ?  If  he 
has  crucified  the  old  man  with  his  lusts,  how  corrupt  is  the  new  ? 
If  he  has  the  spirit  of  Christ,  how  can  he  have,  at  the  same  time, 
the  spirit  of  Satan  ?  If  he  has  put  on  Christ,  what  of  iniquity 
has  he  not  east  off  ? 

"  Instead,  therefore,  of  assailing  the  doctrine,  '  Be  ye  perfect, 
even  as  your  Father  in  Heaven  is  perfect,'  let  us  all  aim  to 
establish  it,  not  merely  as  theoretically  right,  but  as  prac- 
tically attainable;!  and  if  we  are  conscious  that  we  are 
not  yet  wholly  clean,  not  yet  entirely  reconciled  to  God, 
not  yet  filled  with  perfect  love,  let  us,  instead  of  resisling  the 

would  be  evidence  to  jon  that  a,  man  had  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  1 '  I  aaked. 
'Yes,  thousands,'  said  the  Dr.  'What?'  I  aaked.  'Steaiing,'  said  he. 
'  Stealing  what,  a  sheep  or  a  man  1 '  I  asked.  The  Dootor  took  his  hat  and 
left  the  room,  and  appeaceidno  more"  (lAb.  11:143). 

1-  "  Then  as  I  read  these  masims  [of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount]  I  was 
permeated  with  the  joyous  aaauranee  that  I  might  that  very  hour,  that 
very  moment,  begin  to  practise  them.  The  bnming  desire  I  felt  led  me  to 
the  attempt,  but  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  rang  In  my  ears :  Man  is  Mwofc, 
atid  to  tM»  he  cannot  attam.  My  strength  soon  failed.  On  every  side  I 
heard,  '  You  must  believe  and  pray ' ;  but  my  wavering  faith  impeded 
prayer.  Again  I  beard,  '  Yoa  must  pray,  and  God  will  give  you  faith ;  Hiis 
faith  will  inspire  prayer,  which  in  turn  will  invoke  f^th  that  will  iospire 
more  prayer,  and  so  on,  indeflnifoly.'  Reason  and  eiperienoe  alike  con- 
vinced me  that  such  methods  were  useless.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  only 
true  waywasforme  to  try  to  follow  the  doctrine  of  Jesus"  (Tolstoi's  'My 
Religion,'  p.  6). 
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Chap.  I,  light  and  the  trath,  and  denying  that  freedom  from  sin  is  a 
^r^j  Christian's  duty  and  privilege,  confess  and  forsake  our  sins^ 
give  no  quarter  to  unrighteousness  ■— -  put  on  the  whole  armor  of 
God,  that  we  may  be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil 
— beheve  with  all  the  heart  —  exercise  that  faith  which  over- 
comes the  world,  and  therefore  that  cannot  be  overcome  by  any- 
thing that  is  in  the  world  — and  be  willing  to  be  wholly  delivered 
from  the  power  of  darkness,  and  translated  into  the  kingdom 

E  John  5:4.  of  God's  dear  Son.  '  Whatsoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh 
the  world  '—not  half  succeeds  in  the  struggle,  but  wholly  tri- 

I  jokK  3 : 7,  mnphs.  '  Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive  you ;  he  that  doeth 
righteousness  IS  righteous  [not  partly  righteous,  and  partly 
sinful],  even  as  he  [Christ]  is  righteous.'  And  how  righteous 
was  Christ?  Was  any  sin  found  in  himi  Did  he  not  come 
expressly  to  do  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  t«  teach  his 
disciples  to  pray  that  that  will  might  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is 

i  joM  3 ;  8.    done  in  Heaven  ?    '  He  that  committeth  sin  is  [what  ¥  a  saint, 

iJeins-.S.  possibly?  no,  is]  of  the  devil,'  'For  this  purpose  the  Sou  of 
God  was  manifested  [whatpurposet],  that  be  might  DESTROY 

iJabis-.g.  the  works  of  the  devil.'  Therefore,  'Whosoever  is  bora  of  God 
"■  doth  not  commit  sin ;  for  his  seed  remaineth  in  him  :  and  he 
cannot  sin  [what  a  '  dangerous  doctrine,'  what  a  '  delusive 
error,'  and  how  '  utterly  destructive  to  the  life  and  growth  of 
true  holiness '!J,  BECAUSE  HE  IS  BORN  OF  God.  In  this  the 
children  of  God  are  manifest,  and  the  children  of  the  devil.'" 

Zj*.ii:i9i.  a  sentiment  attributed  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Beecher, 
President  of  Jacksonville  {HI.)  College,  in  the  course  of 
some  lectures  in  Boston,  furnished  another  occasion  for 
the  display  of  Mr.  Garrison's  magnanimity,  towards  Noyes 
Eli/ah  p.  in  partienlar.  The  stanch  friend  of  Lovejoy  was  reported 
^^^J'^-  to  have  "prognosticated  the  speedy  end  of  the  world  by 
'the  general  wickedness  which  prevailed,  the  doctrines  of 
the  perfectionists,  non-resistants,  deists,  atheists,  and 
pantheists,  which  are  all  those  of  false  Christs.'" 

Lii.  ii:igi.  "With  'perfectionists,' as  such,"  rejoined  Mr.  Garrison,  "we 
have  little  or  no  personal  acquaintance.    We  have  never  met 

Ante.s:  144.  with  more  than  two  or  three  individuals  who  bear  that  name, 
and  then  have  had  no  opportunity  to  converse  with  them  in 
regard  to  their  peculiar  religious  views.  Some  of  their  writings 
we  have  perused,  in  which  we  have  found  (as  in  other  writings) 
much  to  approve  and  something  to  condemn.   We  arc  not  their 
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advocate  or  expositor ;  for  we  choose  to  be  responsible  only  for     Chap.  i. 
what  we  shall  utt«r  or  write,  and  to  let  every  man  answer  for        j^j 
himself.     Doubtless,  there  are  some  diversities  of  views  among 
them;  and  also  some,  who  profess  to  be  of  their  muaber,  who 
do  not  walk  worthily  of  their  profession.    *  All  are  not  Israel 
who  are  of  Israel,'  yet  the  true  Israel  of  God  remain  loyal.    If 
what  we  have  heard  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  perfec- 
tionists, especially  those  residing  in  Vermont,  be  true,  tbej'have  Anie.a-.xSg; 
certainly  turned  the  grace  of  God  into  lasoiviousness,  and  ^ven     J^^^ 
themselves  over  to  a  reprobate  mind.     So,  also,  if  a.  tithe  of  the    Socialisms, 
allegations  that  have  been  brought  against  the  abolitionists 
by  their  enemies  be  true,  they  are  a  body  of  madmen,  incen- 
diaries, and  cnt-throats.   We  know  how  to  make  allowance  for 
calumny  in  the  one  case,  and  it  leads  us  to  be  charitable  in  the 
other.   .   .  . 

"  Now,  whatever  may  be  the  eoaduct  of  these  perfectionists, 
the  duty  which  they  enjoin,  of  ceasing  from  all  iniquity,  at  once 
and  forever,  is  certainly  what  God  requires,  and  what  cannot  be 
denied  without  extreme  hardihood  or  profligacy  of  spirit.  It  is 
reasonable,  and  therefore  attaioable.  If  men  cannot  help  sin- 
ning, then  they  are  not  guilty  in  attempting  to  serve  two  mas- 
ters. If  they  can,  then  it  cannot  be  a  dangerous  doctrine  to 
preach ;  and  he  is  a  rebel  against  the  government  of  God  who 
advocates  an  opposite  docWne.  No  matter  how  many,  who  pre- 
tend to  keep  '  the  royal  law '  perfectly,  break  it  in  their  walk  and 
conversation,  and  are  either  hypocrites  or  self -deceivers ;  that 
law  should  be  proclaimed  as  essential  to  the  recovery  of  man- 
kind from  their  fallen  condition  j  and  no  violation  of  it  by  those 
who  profess  to  observe  it,  can  make  it  nugatory.  What  though 
the  American  people,  while  they  declare  it  to  be  a  self-evident 
truth  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  hold  in  unmitigated  thral- 
dom one-sixth  portion  of  their  number  ?  Is  that  truth  thereby 
proved  to  be  a  lie  1  Is  it  no  longer  to  be  asserted  ia  the  presence 
of  tyranny  t  Christianity  has  been  dishonored  and  betrayed 
by  millions  who  have  assmned  the  Christian  profession;  but  is 
it  henceforth  to  be  abjured  on  that  account  ? 

"The  attempt  of  Pres.  Beecher  to  associate  noa-resistants 
with  deists  and  atheists  is  not  merely  absurd — not  merely 
unfortunate  —  not  merely  censurable  —  bat  it  is  a  flagrant  as- 
sault upon  the  character  of  Jesus,  '  who  suffered  for  us,  leaving 
us  an  example  that  we  should  follow  his  steps.'  Non-resistance 
is  based  upon  the  teachings,  doctrines,  examples,  and  spirit  of 
Christ.    Christ  is  its  pattern,  its  theme,  ite  hope,  its  rejoicing, 
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Chap.  I.     its  advocate  and  protector,  its  author  and  finislier,  its  Alpha 
1841.       ^^^  Omega.    .    ■    , 

"  It  appears  that  the  subjeot  of  his  [Beecher's]  discourse  was 
'  The  Last  Times,'  or  the  end  of  the  world ;  and,  in  order  suit- 
ably to  affeot  the  minds  of  those  who  listened  to  him,  and 
to  prepare  them  for  the  speedy  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man 
Lii.  13 :  23,    (an  event,  by  the  way,  which  we  believe  transpired  eighteen 
'^'  hundred  years  ago),i  he  warns  them  to  beware  of  those  who 

abjure  all  stations  of  worldly  trust  and  preferment ;  who  insist 
that  Christians  cannot  wield  carnal  weapons  for  the  destruction 
of  their  enenaies ;  who,  when  smitten  on  the  one  cheek,  turn  the 
other  also  to  the  smiter ;  and  who  are  willing  to  die  for  their 
foes,  as  did  Jesus  for  his,  rather  than  to  imprison,  maim,  or 
destroy  them ! " 

The  doctrines  defended  in  the  foregoing  extracts  con- 
tiniied,  as  heretofore,  to  be  merely  subsidiary  to  Mr.  Gar- 

Aiiii,s:^s.  rison's  lifework.  They  were  the  unfailing  feeders  of  his 
anti-slavery  courage,  energy,  and  persistence.   "  "We  have 

Lii.  n :  t^.  never,"  said  the  editor  of  the  Idberator  in  June,  "  devoted 
more  of  our  time  to  the  anti-slavery  movement  than  we 
1839-41.  have  for  the  last  three  years.  We  are  literally  '  absorbed ' 
in  that  movement.  We  have  yet  to  deliver  our  first  pub- 
lic lecture  on  *the  Church,' '  the  Sabbath,'  or  'the  Midis- 

Aati. 3:326.  try,' or  even  on 'non-resistance.'  We  have  been  nominally 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  Non-Resisiant  for  a  period  of 
two  and  a  half  years ;  and,  during  that  time,  we  have  not 
devoted  half  a  day  to  the  writing  of  editorial  matter  for 
its  pages,"  His  activity  as  an  anti-slavery  lecturer  dur- 
ing the  year  1841  is  especially  notable.  The  paralysis  of 
this  mode  of  propagaadism  as  a  consequence  of  the  hard 
times,  the  Harrison  Presidential  campaign,  the  seliiSDi  in 
the  American  Society,  and  the  Liberty-Party  secession, 
was  lamentably  felt  at  the  close  of  1840,  and  Mr.  Garrison 

Antt.s-.^i.  had  done  what  he  could,  by  taking  the  field  in  person,  to 
supply  the  lack  of  a  full  corps  of  agents.  At  the  ninth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society 

I  Father  Miller,  the  head  oi  the  Second. Adventists,  sod  so-called  "end-ol- 
the-world  moD,"  was  at  thla  epoch  pFeaclilng  in  Massachusetts  that  the 
"  day  of  probation,"  preceding  the  millennium,  was  no  further  otf  than  a 
date  someTThere  betireen  the  vernal  equinaxen  of  1843-11. 
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in  January,  1841,  Abby  Kelley  moved  that  lie  again  go  lh.  u  ;  23. 
forth  and  meet  his  detractors.  Accepting  this  commis- 
sion impersonally,  he  labored  for  the  cause  in  a  great 
number  of  towns  in  eastern  Mtissachusetts,  in  Connecti- 
cut, in  New  Hampshire,  with  the  annual  May  visit  to  New 
York,  and  an  excursion,  with  N.  P.  Rogers,  to  Philadel- 
phia. Edmund  Quincy  made  good  his  editorial  delin- 
quencies, and,  on  the  return  of  Collins,  himself  also  ti*.  11:191, 
turned  lecturer.  ^"' 

CoUins's  absence  was,  to  the  friends  at  home,  unaccount- 
ably prolonged,  and  the  most  urgent  private  and  oiHcial  ms.  Apr.  i. 
appeals  to  him  to  come  hack  to  Ms  post,  which  no  one   w^iSi.aiui 
else  could  fill,  were  disappointed.    Month  after  month  ^i^coui^^ 
the  date  of  his  sailing  was  postponed;  and,  what  with 
two  visits  to  Ireland,  the  publication  of  a  controversial 
pamphlet,!  ^^^^  ^^^  confirmation  of  the  Scotch  alliance 
with  the  old  organization,  summer  overtook  him  before 
he  felt  free  to  rejoin  his  associates  in  America.     He 
crossed  in  the  same  steamer  with  the  Phillipses,  arriving  J'u6'4.iS4i 
July  17, 1841,  ten  days  after  the  Chapmans  had  returned     '  'i":' "' 
from  Hayti.^    Great  was  the  rejoicing  over  this  reunion, 
which  was  signalized  by  a  formal  reception,^   The  family  £/*.  11:127. 

I '  Right  and  Wrong  among  ihe  Abolitionista  of  the  United  States :  or, 
tlie  Objects,  Principles,  and  Measures  of  the  Original  American  A.  S.  Soci- 
ety Unchanged.  By  John  A.  Coilina,  Representative  of  tlie  A.  A.  S.  S. 
Glasgow:  Seo.  Gallle,  IMV  (Lih.  11:77,138).  This  was  begun,  with  the 
aid  of  Elizabeth  Pease,  in  the  latter  part  of  January,  and  was  out  hy  the 
tiiird  week  in  March  (MSS.  Feb,  2,  18*1,  E.  Pease  toW.  L.  G.,  and  Mac. 
24,  to  Collins). 

8  They  liad  eml>aried  for  the  island  on  Deo.  2S,  1840  /Ltb  11  3)  for 
the  sake  of  Mr.  Henry  G.  Chapman's  health,  which  waa  only  temporarily 
benefited. 

3  In  tlie  evening  there  was  a  collation  given  by  the  colored  people  Gar 
risen,"  mrote  Wendell  Phiiiipa  to  ElLaabeth  Peaae  [Mb  Aug  2b  1B4!) 
"was  in  flne  vein  —  witty  and  fluent;  his  wife's  eyes  worth  a  queens 
dowry.  Miss  Soathwict  and  I  were  tied  to  a  Haytian  to  apeak  bad  Preach 
to  him,  as  he  conld  talk  only  [to]  two  beside  onrselves.  Eradbnm  and 
W.  L,  G.  brightened  each  other  by  their  retorts.  Said  Hioies,  alluding  mod- 
estly to  his  wish  to  be  always  aoMng,  though  only  efEecling  a  little,  '  I  am 
but  a  cipher,  but  I  keep  always  on  the  slate.'  'Tes,'  said  W.  L.  Q.,  'and 
always  on  the  right  side.'  [S,  J.]  May,  whose  extra  care  to  be  candid  led 
some  new-organized  ones  to  fancy  he  was  going  to  join  them,  took  occasion 
to  expiMn  his  position.    Said  he :  '  One  asked  me  the  other  day  if  I  waa 

Vol.  m.— 2 
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Chap.  I.     circle  of  the  abottionists  was  now  complete ;   discour- 

1841.        agement   gave  way  to   hopeful,  harmonious  action,  in 

Ui.iT-.tsg.  which  the  organizing  skill  and  "Herculean  powers  of 

^Bfe,  2:346.  despatch  "  of  the  man  who  had  "saved  the  cause  "in  1840 

were  speedily  manifested,^ 

Of  the  numerous  meetings  and  conventions  now  insti- 
Aiig.  10.  II,  tuted,  that  at  Nantucket  in  August  was  a  conspicuous 
i«.'ii?i3o,   example  of  the  glad,  renewal  of  anti-slavery  fellowship 
^3**        (the  sectarian  spirit  having  been   exorcised),  and  was 
otherwise  memorahle.    No  report  is  left  of  the  social 
Ga>.  Brad-    delights  of  companionship  between  Bradburn  (a  sort  of 
island  host),  Quinoy,  Garrison,  and  Collins ;  but  the  sig- 
nificant incident  of  the  public  proceedings  has  been  re- 
5,  J.  Mays  corded  by  the  chief  actor  in  them.    This  was  Frederick 
iJns^p!^.  Douglass  of  New  Bedford,  formerly  a  Maryland  slave, 
and  only  for  three  years  a  freeman  by  virtue  of  being  a 
fugitive.   TTis  extraordinary  oratorical  powers  were  hardly 
suspected  by  himself,  and  he  had  never  addressed  any  but 
his  own  color  when  he  weis  induced  to  narrate  his  experi- 
ences at  Nantucket. 
Lcfi  ofF.         "  It  was,"  he  says,  "  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I  could 
e?°ji^'i     stand  erect,  or  that  I  could  eommand  and  articulate  two  words 

^_£"T  going  to  Chartfon-St.  Chapel  [i.  «.,  to  the  reception  to  Phillips  and  Collins]. 
H^af  —Yes.— Why,  Mr.  May,  I  heard  you  were  learing  the  old  party,— Who  told 
GleoKuigs,  you  so) — Many  people. — Well/saiil  Samuel, '  when  I  am  going  to  leave,  I'll 
fp.  17-19.  be  myielf  the  first  to  tell  it.  When  I  leaye  W.  L.  Q,,  I  '11  tall  ftim  so  first.' 
Good,  was  it  noti  You  'd  say  so  if  yoa  had  seen  the  noble,  calm,  whole- 
souled  speaker." 

iMr.  GaiTiaon  wrote  to  Miss  Pease  on  Sept.  16, 1841  (M8.):  ■' Oar  anti- 
slavery  struggle  is  constantly  inureaaing  in  idgor  and  potency ;  and  neTer 
were  our  spirifs  better,  or  our  blows  more  eCfeotive,  or  our  prospects  more 
encouraging,  than  at  present.  Our  Ml  and  winter  campaign  will  be  carried 
on  with  unwonted  energy.  The  return  of  our  friends  Phillips,  Chapman, 
and  Collins  Infuses  new  life  into  the  general  maaa.  The  people  ore  eveiy- 
where  eager  to  hear.  I  am  covered  all  over  with  applications  to  lecture  tn 
all  parts  of  the  free  States.  The  many  base  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  cripple  my  influence,  and  to  render  me  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
have  only  served  to  awaken  sympathy,  excite  curiosity,  and  to  open  a  wide 
door  for  uaetulnesa."  Notice  the  large  and  harmonious  meeting  of  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  A.  S.  Society  at  PhiladeipMtt  in  December,  18*1,  at 
which,  however,  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  Freeman  in  favor  of  the 
"     la  voted  (Lib.  12  ;  3,  3,  7,  8). 
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without  hesitation  and  stammering,  I  trembled  in  every  limb.  L 
I  am  not  sure  that  my  embarrassm.ent  was  not  the  most  effec- 
tive part  of  my  speech,  if  speech  it  eould  be  called.  At  aay 
rate,  this  is  about  the  only  part  of  my  performance  that  I  now 
distinctly  remember.  The  audience  sympathized  with  me  at 
once,  and,  from  having  been  remarkably  quiet,  became  much 
excited.  Mr,  Garrison  foUowed  me,  taking  me  as  his  test ;  and 
now,  whether  I  had  made  an  eloquent  plea  in  behalf  of  free- 
dom, or  not,  his  was  one,  never  to  be  forgotten.  Those  who 
had  heard  him  often  est,  and  had  known  him  longest,  were 
astonished  at  his  masterly  effort.  For  the  time  he  possessed 
that  almost  fabulous  inspiration,  often  referred  to  but  seldom 
attained,  in  whieb  a  public  meeting  is  transformed,  as  it  were, 
into  a  single  individuality,  the  orator  swaying  a  thousand  heads 
and  hearts  at  once,  and,  by  the  simple  majesty  of  his  all-oon- 
troiling  thought,  converting  his  hearers  into  the  express  image 
of  his  own  soul.  That  night  there  were  at  least  a  thousand 
Garrisouians  in  Nantucket ! "  i 

1  Anotter  eyewitness,  Parier  PiUsbury,  report*  ('Acts  of  the  A.  S.  Apos- 
tles,'p.  327):  "When  the  young  man  [Douglass]  closed,  late  In  the  even- 
ing, though  none  Beemed  to  know  nor  to  care  for  lie  iour,  Mr,  Garrison 
rose  to  make  the  concluding  address.  I  thint  he  never  before  nor  after- 
wards felt  more  profoundly  the  socredneBs  of  his  mission,  or  the  impor- 

deeply,  more  divinely,  inspired.  The  crowded  oougregation  had  been 
wrought  np  almost  to  enchantment  during  the  whole  long  evening,  par- 
ticularly by  some  of  the  utterances  of  the  Jast  speaker,  as  he  turned  over 
the  terrible  Apocalypse  of  his  esperiences  in  alavery. 

"But  Mr.  Garrison  was  singularly  serene  and  ealm.  It  was  well  that  he 
was  so.  He  only  asked  a  few  simple,  direct  questions.  I  caai  recall  but 
few  of  them,  though  I  do  remember  the  first  and  the  last.  The  first  was : 
'Have  we  been  listening  to  a  thing,  a  piece  of  property,  or  to  a  man!'  'A 
man  I  a  man  I '  shouted  fully  fire  hundred  voicea  of  women  and  men.  '  And 
should  such  a  man  he  held  a  slave  in  a  republioam  and  Chrlatiftn  land!' 
was  another  question.  '  No,  no  !  never,  never  1 '  again  swelled  up  from  the 
same  voices,  like  the  billows  of  the  deep.  But  the  last  was  this :  '  Shall 
such  a  man  ever  be  sent  back  to  slavery  from  the  soil  of  old  Masaachu- 
aettsT — this  time  uttered  with  all  the  power  of  voice  of  which  Garrison 
was  capable,  now  more  than  forty  years  ago.  Almost  the  whole  assembly 
sprang  with  one  accord  to  their  feet,  and  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  Athenffium 
seemed  to  shudder  with  the  '  No,  no  I '  loud  and  long-continued  in  the  wild 
enthusiasm  of  the  scene.  As  soon  as  Garrison  could  be  heard,  he  snatched 
the  acclaim,  and  superadded ;  'Nol — a  thousand  times  no !  Sooner  pet]  the 
lightning  of  heaven  blast  Bunker  Hill  monument  till  not  one  stone  stall 
he  left  standing  on  another ! ' " 

Compare  ft  similar  scene  in  the  Boston  State  House  on  Jan,  27, 1842  f'iift. 
12:26). 
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SAP.  I.  Collins,  at  Mr.  Garrison's  instenee,i  lost  no  time  in 
18^1.  securing  Mr.  Douglass  as  an  agent  of  the  Massachusetts 
ft  ofF.  Society ;  and  the  late  "  graduate  from  the  '  peculiar  insti- 
'"^^'  tiation,'  with  his  diploma  writtm,  on  his  baei,"  as  Collins 
.  13:  II.    used  to  say,  proved  an  invaluable  accession  to  the  apostles 

of  abolition. 
One  other  glimpse  of  Mr.  Garrison's  lecturing  at  this 

period  must  suffice.     "  We  bargained  last  year,"  wrote  N. 
■rUinPi     P.  Rogers  in  his  Herald  of  FreMom  for  October  1, 1841, 


•fN.  _ 
Rogers,  p. 


with  our  beloved  fellow-traveller  Garrison,  in  the  Scot- 
tish Highlands,  either  on  Loch  Katrine,  on  board  the 
barge  rowed  by  McFarlan  and  his  three  Highlanders,  or 
else  as  we  rode  the  Shetland  ponies  from  Katrine  to  Loch 
Lomond,  through  'Rob  Roy's  country/  and  along  his 
'native  heath,'  and  when  we  were  gazing  upward  at  the 
mist-dad  mountains,  that  if  ever  we  lived  to  get  home 
again  to  our  dear  New  England,  we  would  go  and  show 
him  New  Hampshire's  sterner  and  loftier  summits,  her 
Haystacks  and  her  White  Hills,  and  their  Alpine  passes," 
ub.  11:76.    Released  from  the  extra  care  of  editing  the  Standard  by 
Li*.  11:73.    the  consenting  of  David  Lee  and  Lydia  Maria  Child  to 
conduct  the  new  organ  of  the  American  Society,^  Rogers 
MS.jiUy    in  July  began  to  urge  his  "  very  brother "  to  nmke  the 
\o^^io    *"p  in  question,  then  far  from  fashionable  or  well-tnown, 
w.L.  G.    or  well-provided  with  houses  of  entertainment.   "  Forgive 
me  for  writing  so  much,"  he  concluded.     "You  are  the 
only  person,  almost,  I  love  to  write  to  well  enough  to 
attempt  it,  and  the  only  one  I  can't  write  anything  like  a 
merchantable  letter  to."    Such  warm  affection  easily  found 
a  sentimental  reason  for  a  trip  up  the  Merrimac  by  two 
Rffgm'i     friends,  of  whom  the  younger  was  born  at  the  mouth, 
""     and  the  elder  near  the  sources,  of  that  noble  river — thus 


Wntingi, 

p.  158. 


^Lib.  15:75,  from  tie  preface  to  Douglass's  Autobiography.  But  Ed- 
mund Quincr  wrote :  "  I  believe  I  was  tiie  first  person  who  su^eattd  to 
him  bBCOQiing  an  A.  S.  speaker"  (MS.  Dec.  13,  1845,  to  R,  D.Webb). 

!  They  reached  this  conclusion  at  the  close  of  March,  1841,  and  it  was 
arranged  tbat  both  names  should  appear  in  the  paper,  hut  that  Mrs,  Child 
should  have  immediate  charge,  removing  to  New  York,  while  her  husband 
reniuned  on  his  heet-sngar  farm  near  Northampton,  Mass.  (MS.  Mar.  30, 
31, 1841,  J.  S.  Gibbona  to  W.  L,  G.|, 
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"native"  to  both  of  them.    Mr.  Garrison,  on  bis  part,     Chap.  i. 
fully  responded  to  an  invitation  which  was  to  gratify       1841. 
also  his  keen  admiration  for  natural  scenery.  lh.  11:147 

This  (in  the  main)  pleasure  excursion  was  the  first  ever 
undertaken  by  Mr.  Garrison  in  his  own  country,  and  it 
made  a  lasting  impression  upon  his  memory.    It  began  at 
Concord,  N.  H.,  on  August  23,  and  ended  at  Conway  on 
August  30 ;  and  in  that  time  the  Merrimac  was  ascended 
to  the  Franconia  Notch,  Littleton  was  visited,  Mt.  "Wash- 
ington ascended  from  Fabyan's,  and  the  return  made  by 
way  of  the  Crawford  Notch.    Rogers,  in  the  Herald  of     Ka^ers's 
Freedom,  was  the  willing  and  graphic  chronicler  of  the  f^"^"^^, 
week's  jaunt,  which  was  put  to  anti-slavery  account  by    -^^i'^^l^ ' 
holding  meetings  along  the  rente,  with  little  aid  and 
much  obstruction  from  the  clergy.    In  Rogers's  native 
town  of  Plymouth  no  meeting-house  could  be  obtained, 
and  recourse  was  had  to  a  maple  grove  across  the  river     Au^.  24, 
in  Holderness.  ^^'' 

"  Semi-cireiilar  seats,  backed  against  a  line  of  magnifleent      Writing 
trees,  to  aecommodate,  we  should  judge,  from  two  to  three  hun-      %^'cr 
dred,  though  we  did  not  think  about  numbers,  were  filled  princi-       p.  160.' 
pally  with  women,  and  the  men  who  could  not  find  seats  stood  on 
the  greensward  on  either  hand,  and  at  length,  when  wearied  with 
standing,  seated  themselves  on  the  ground.    Garrison,  mounted 
on  a  rude  platform  in  front,  lifted  up  his  voice  and  spoke  to  , 

them  in  prophet  tones  and  surpassing  eloquence,  from  half -past 
three  till  I  saw  the  ntys  of  the  setting  sun  playing  through  the 
trees  on  his  head.  It  was  at  his  back — but  the  auditory  could 
see  it,  if  they  had  felt  at  leisure  to  notice  the  decline  of  the  sun 
or  the  lapse  of  time.  They  heeded  it  not,  any  more  than  be, 
but  remained  till  he  ended,  apparently  undisposed  to  move, 
though  some  came  from  six,  eight,  and  even  twelve  miles' 


"  Garrison  spoke  the  better  for  being  driven  to  the  opeu  air.  i 
The  injustice  and  meanness  of  it  aroused  his  spirit,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  scene  animated  his  eloquence.  "We  never  heard 
him  speak  so  powerfully ;  and  as  he  spoke  the  more  earnestly, 
the  people,  from  like  cause,  heard  with  deeper  interest.  He 
scarcely  alluded  to  the  miserable  Jesuitry  that  esolnded  us  from 
the  synagogue," 
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Rogers's         "We  Cannot  dilate  here  on  the  wonderful  horn  at  Fa- 
fp.  iB^^.  byan's,  waking  the  echoes  of  the  mountains ;  on  the  sing- 
ing—  of  that  air  which,  along  with  the  name  of  Rogers, 
became  household  in  Mr.   Q-arrison's  family,   "In  the 
/bid. .  p.  190.  days  when  we  went  gypsying,"  or  else  of  psalms,  "  in  good 
Au^.  sB,     time  and  harmony,"  on  the  descent  of  Mt,  Washington; 
^  '^''       or  on  the  visit  to  the  Willey  House,  where,  says  Eogers, 
WrUmgs,    "  we  wrote  hrother  Garrison's  [name]  and  our  own  linked 
^'  ^^'       together  on  the  wall  with  a  fragment  of  coal."    But  the 
iiiii.,p.  177.  following  incident  is  too  characteristic  of  the  men  and  the 
time  to  be  omitted : 

Aag-ss-  "As  we  rode  tlirough  the  [Pranconia]  Notch  after  (riends 
Tio^^Pia--  Beach  and  Rogers,  we  were  alarmed  at  seeing  smoke  issue  from 
their  chaise-top,  and  cried  out  to  them  that  tiieir  chaise  was 
afire !  We  were  more  than  suspicious,  however,  that  it  was 
something  worse  than  that,  and  that  tlie  smoke  came  out  of 
friend  Rogers's  mouth.  And  it  so  turned  out.  Tliis  was  l>efore 
we  reached  the  Not«h  tavern,  Ahghting  there  to  water  our 
beasts,  we  gave  him,  all  round,  a  faithful  admonition.  For 
anti-siavery  does  not  fail  to  spend  its  intervals  of  pubhc  service 
in  mutual  and  searching  correction  of  the  faults  of  its  friends. 
We  gave  it  soundly  to  friend  Rogers  — that  he,  an  aboUiwnist, 
on  his  way  to  an  anti-sktvery  convention,  shoidd  desecrate  his 
anti-slaven/  mouth  and  that  glorious  Mountain  Notch  with  a 
stupefying  tobacco  weed.  We  had  halted  at  the  Iron  Works 
tavern  to  refresh  our  horses,  and,  while  they  were  eating, 
walked  to  view  the  Furnace.  As  we  crossed  the  little  bridge, 
friend  Rogers  took  out  another  cigar,  as  if  to  light  it  when  we 
should  reach  the  fire.  '  Is  it  any  malady  you  have  got,  brother 
Rogers,'  said  we  to  him,  '  that  you  smoke  that  thing,  or  is  it 
habit  and  indulgence  merely  ? '  '  It  is  nothing  but  habit,'  said 
he  gravely ;  '  or,  I  would  say,  it  kos  nothing  else,'  and  he  sig- 
nificantly cast  the  little  roll  over  the  railing  into  the  Ammo- 
noosuelt.  '  A  revolution  1 '  exclaimed  Garrison,  '  a  glorious 
revolution  without  noise  or  smoke,'^  and  he  swung  his  hat 
cheerily  about  his  head. 

"  It  was  a  pretty  incident,  and  we  joyfvdly  witnessed  it  and  as 
joyfully  record  it.  It  was  a  vice  abandoned,  a  self-indulgence 
denied,  and  from  principle.  It  was  quietly  and  beautifuUy 
done.  We  call  on  any  smoking  abohtionist  to  take  notice  and 
to  take  pattern.     Anti-slavery  wants  her  mouths  for  other  uses 
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than  to  be  flaes  for  besotting  tobaeeo-smoke.  They  may  as  well 
almost  be  rum-duets  as  tobaceo-funnels.  And  we  rejoice  that 
so  few  mouths  or  noses  in  onr  ranks  are  tlins  profaned.  Abo- 
litionists are  generally  as  crazy  in  regard  to  rum  and  tobacco  as 
in  regard  to  slavery.  Some  of  them  refrain  from  eating  flesh 
and  drinking  tea  and  eoftee.  Some  are  so  hewUdered  that  they 
won't  fight  ia  the  way  of  Christian  retaliation,  to  the  great  dis- 
turbance of  the  churches  they  belong  to,  and  the  annoyance  of 
their  pastors.  They  do  not  embrace  these  '  new-fangled  notions ' 
as  aboUtionists  —  but  then  one  fanaticism  leads  to  another,  and 
they  are  getting  to  be  )bo«o- maniac 3,  as  the  Reverend  brother 
Punchard  called  us,  on  every  subject." 

Eogers's  light-heartedness  was  manifested  under  difS- 
culties.  In  January  the  circulation  of  the  fferald  of  Free- 
dom had  dwindled  to  some  900,  and,  the  pablisher  being 
unable  to  sustain  it,  the  New  Hampshire  Society  had  to 
take  the  paper  on  their  hands  again.  "J.  R.  French  and 
two  other  boys,"  a.s  Quincy  wrote  to  Collins,  "print  it 
for  nothing,  asking  only  board  and  clothes,"  In  July,  a 
frank  review  of  the  struggles  of  paper  and  editor,  made 
by  Rogers  in  his  own  columns,  showed  that  very  little  of 
his  salary  had  reached  him,  that  much  was  due  him,  and 
that  he  forgave  much.^  Meantime  he  had  given  up  the 
law,  in  which  his  career  might  have  been  brilliant.  He 
had  likewise  broken  with  the  church  at  Plymouth,  N.  H., 
—  "excommunicated"  it,  as  Quincy  said,  and  as  was,  in- 
deed, the  fashion  of  a  "eome-outer"  period.  He  was, 
furthermore,  in  sympathy  with  that  spirit  of  "  no-organ- 
ization "  which  we  have  seen  manifested  at  the  Chardon- 
Street  Convention,  and  which  had  now  to  be  combated 
by  the  abolitionists  along  with  "new  organization." 

No -organization  and  come-outerism  were  twin  brothers ; 
protests,  both,  against  pro-slavery  clerical  and  ecclesias- 
tical despotism.  But  the  ranks  of  the  disorganizers  were 
swelled  by  the  followers  of  Channing,  whose  dread  of 
organization  was  most  acute,  and  belief  in  the  "  superior- 

lOn  Sept.  7, 1M2,  he  writes  to  H.  C.  Wright  (MS.) :  "  To-morrow  I  must 
go  to  my  native  village  to  hunt  up  some  means  o£  support,  haviag  received 
only  half-a-dDzen  ehaira  and  a  bureaa,  as  my  first  quarter's  salary." 


MS.  Jan. 
Herald  of 
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Chap.  I.     ity  of  individual  to  associated  action "  almost  fatnousji 
ig^i.       and  especially  by  the  Transcendental  wing,  who  pushed 
individualism  to  its  furthest  limits.    Finailj,  some  non- 
Lid.  11:79.  tesistaots  were  alarmed  for  their  consistency  when  sub- 
mitting to  presidents,  vice-presidents,  and  committees. 
In  these  currents  of  opinion  Mr.  Giarrison  did  not  lose 
his  head.     At  the  Middlesex  County  Anti-Slavery  Soci- 
ety's quarterly  meeting  at  Holliston  on  April  27, 1841,  he 
Lib.  II :  70.   drew  the  resolution  which  declared  "  That  if  '  new  organ- 
ization' be  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the  genius  of  the 
anti-slavery  enterprise,  no-organization  (as  now  advocated 
in  certain  quarters)  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  still  more 
unphilosophieal  and  pernicious  in  its  tendencies."    Yet  a 
Lib.  II :  90.  like  resolution  from  his  hand  was  staved  off  at  the  closely 
^Xi^'      following  New  England  Convention,  under  the  lead  of 
William  Chace,  who  had  imbibed  most  deeply  what  Abby 
MS.  Sepi.    KeUey  called  the  "  transcendental  spirit,"  and  who  at 
^'zfc."   Nantucket  flatly  proclaimed  the  anti-slavery  organization 
"the  greatest  hindrance  to  the  anti-slavery  enterprise, 
because  of  its  sectarianism,"  and  hence  called  on  aboli- 
Lii.  II :  147.   tionists  to  shake  the  dust  from  their  feet  against  it  "  when 
they  called  upon  others  to  leave  church  organizations."^ 
^5.  George  Bradbum  wrote  to  Praneis  Jackson  on  June  1, 

piainSpeai-  1841:  "WilliamChace  has  gone  to  tilling  the  soil,  deem- 
■  "■.  -23-  -j^g  ^^  ^  crime  against  God  to  get  a  hving  in  any  other 
way !  This  seems  not  less  strange  than  his  condenma- 
MS.  Aug.  tion  of  associations."  Chace  had,  however,  a  partner  in 
G^ivriea'  husbandry,  Christopher  A.  Greene,  with  whom  he  lived  in 
^^'^"(1     a  sort  of  community ;  and  notable  in  this  very  year  were 

I  His  flatterers  pretended  that  tiie  abolllioii  societies  had  eost  liim  the 
public  ear  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  "  Dr.  Cbatmlng  himself."  said  the 
TJniiarian  MaatMy  Miscellany,  "  bos  not  a  titlie  of  the  Indnence  he  would 
have  bad,  had  there  beeu  no  organization.  Protest  aa  he  ma;,  he  idll  be 
identified  with  the  organized  mass  "  (Idb.  11 :  69).  Mrs.  Child,  on  the  con- 
trary, asserted  in  the  Standard  tljat  Cbaiming  had  intended  to  preaeh  a 
sermon  on  slavery  after  his  return  from  the  West  Indies  (ante,  1 :  466),  but 
never  did,  and  only  broke  silence  after  he  bad  caught  the  glow  of  associ- 
ated anti-slavery  action  (Idb,  II :  S3). 

SN.  H.  Whiting  of  Marshfleld  wrote  to  Mr.  Chace  on  Aug.  29,  1841: 
"  Old  and  new  organiKation  are  alike  beneath  ray  feet  novr"(Iiib.  11;  199). 
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the  attempts — in  advance  of  the  great  wave  of  Fourier-     Chai 
ism  —  to  reconcile  individualism  with  association  and        ig^ 
organization.    As  Emerson  notified  Carlyle  in  the  previ-      od. 
ous  autumn,  "We  are  all  a  httle  wild  here  with  number-        ^^ 
less  projects  of  social  reform.   Not  a  reading  man  but  has 
a  draft  of  a  new  community  in  his  waistcoat  pocket." 
And  on  December  31,  1840,  Quiney  wrote  to  Collins:        m. 
"  Ripley  is  as  full  of  his  scheme  of  a  community  as  ever.     Hen. 
He  has  made  some  progress  towards  establishing  one  at      '^'^ 
"West  Roxbury,  where  he  lived  last  summer.     The  main 
trouble  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  as  he  finds  plenty  of  penni- 
less adventurers  and  but  few  moneyed  ones.    Emerson 
thought  of  it  but  retired.     Still,  R.  is  sanguine,  and  I 
hope  win  succeed,  for  what  a  residence  such   a  neigh- 
borhood would  mate  Dedham  ! "   On  January  30,  1841 : 
"  Ripley  is  actually  going  to  commence  the  '  New  State  MS.  q 
and  the  New  Church'  at  Ellis's  farm    ...    in  the      coii 
spring."   The  idea  of  "  Brook  Farm,"  as  it  was  henceforth 
to  be  known,  notoriously  proceeded  from  Dr.  Chaaning.  In 
his  recent  work  on  "West  India  Emancipation  he  had  even 
professed  to  see  in  the  original  principles  of  the  abolition- 
ists "  a  struggling  of  the  human  mind  towards  Christian   lu.  i 
union,"  apd  said  he  had  hoped  that  this  body,  purified.    Lib. 
would  found  a  religious  community.    One  of  their  num- 
ber, the  Rev.  Adin  Ballon,  presently  set  forth,  in  his    Lib.  i 
Practical  Christian,  the  scheme  and  constitution  of  Fra- 
ternal Community  No.  1  at  Mendon,  Mass.,  afterwards 
known  as  the  Hopedale  Community,  with  non-resistanee 
as  one  of  its  corner-stones. 

As  little  as  he  had  been  attracted  to  Noyes's  religious 
community,  was  Mr.  Garrison  drawn  towards  any  of  these 
experiments,  one  of  which,  yet  in  the  bud,  would  approach 
him  from  the  side  of  his  brother-in-law.^    In  the  applica- 

l  Geor^  W.  Beoaon,  early  lu  1841,  having  disposed  of  the  family  prop- 
erty in  BrooByn,  Conn.:  "  Where  do  yoii  settle !"  asked  Mr.  Garrison ;  and, 
suggesting  that  he  remove  to  Cambridgeport,  "  What  say  yOTi  to  a  little 
social  oommuiiity  among  onrselves?  Bro.  Chace  ia  ready  for  it;  and  I 
think  we  must  he  pretty  had  folks  If  we  cannot  live  together  amicably 
withingun-shot  of  each  other"  (MS.  Jan.  7, 1341). 
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tion  of  his  peculiar  views  to  the  condTict  of  life,  there  was 

i^i.  13:47.  nothing  Utopian  or  extravagant.  He  sympathized  with 
every  honest  motive  and  effort  for  the  regeneration  of 
mankind,  and  could  make  allowance  for  aberration  either 
of  judgment  or  of  intellect.     He  saw  the  aboUtion  cause 

Anti.i:^.  (like  other  fervid  moral  movements)  unavoidably  draw  to 
itself  the  insane,  the  unbalanced,  the  bUndly  enthusiastic. 
He  remained  calm,  collected,  steadfast;  hewing  to  the 

ui.  12:94.  hne  of  principle,  but  tolerant  to  the  last  degree  of  tem- 
perament, expression,  measures,  not  his  own. 

This  contrast  may  be  pursued,  in  the  anti-slavery  ranks, 
between  their  leader  and  some  of  his  coadjutors  who 
lacked  either  his  breadth,  his  tact,  his  humor,  his  per- 
suasiveness, or  his  felicitous  command  of  phraseology  — 
qualities  which  make  it  doubtful  if  Mr.  Garrison  was 
ever  mobbed  for  words  actually  spoken  in  public.  Cer- 
tain strongly  marked  individualities  among  the  New  Eng- 
land field  agents  of  the  era  succeeding  the  schism  fall 
under  the  description  just  given  negatively.  As  New 
Organization  and  the  Liberty  Party  had  furnished  a 
cover  to  parsons  and  congregations  to  quit  the  anti-sla- 
very field,  and  emboldened  them  to  shut  out  and  to  perse- 
cute the  lecturers  of  the  old  organization,  the  iniquity  of 
the  American  churches  became  the  chief  theme  of  those 
whose  meetings  were  disturbed  or  suppressed,  and  persons 
assailed,  in  consequence.  The  logic  of  the  picturesque 
group  we  have  in  mind  was  severe  and  relentless,  their 
discourse  "harsh"  and  not  seldom  grim,  their  invective 
sweeping;  and,  in  one  instance  in  particular,  a  deliberate 

£/■*.  11:153;  policy  of  church  intrusion  brought  upon  itselE  physical 
■" '  ■  ^'  and  legal  penalties  but  little  softened  by  passive  resist- 
ance. It  would  be  rash  if  not  censorious  to  deny  that 
these  moral  ploughshares  were  fitted  for  the  rough  work 
allotted  to  them.  The  self-denying  and  almost  outcast 
lives  they  led  for  the  slave's  sake  compel  admiration  and 
gratitude.  Their  anti-slavery  character  was  tried  by  all 
manner  of  tests  short  of  martjo-dom  without  embitter- 
ing them,  and  in  private  their  disposition  was  singularly 
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mild,  gentle,  and  amiable.    In  spirit  Mr.  Garrison  was     chap.  !. 
completely  in  harmony  with  them.  In  details  of  language,        ,ali. 
of  policy,  he  was  free  to  differ  from  them. 

Thus,  at  the  New  England  Conventioii  in  May,  1841,      Mayi^. 
Mr.  Garrison's  resolution  in  regard  to  the  church  read 
as  follows : 

"  Eesolved,  That  among  the  responsible  olasses  in  the  non-    La.  ntgo. 
slaveholding  States,  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  slavery,  the 
rehgious  professions  [professors],  and  especially  the  clergy, 
stand  wiekedly  preeminent,  and  ought  to  be  unsparingly  ex- 
posed and  reproved  before  all  the  people." 

To  Henry  0.  Wright,  however,  it  appeared  that  it 
should  read  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  the  church  and  clergy  of  the  United  States,    Lii.  11:90. 
asawhole,constituteagreat  BROTHERHOOD  OP  THIEVES,! 
inasmuch  as  they  countenance  and  support  the  highest  kind  of 
theft,  i.  e.,  man-stealing  ;  and  duty  to  God  and  the  slave  de-  Ante.ff.  12. 
mands  of  abolitionists  that  they  should  denounce  them  as  the  '^' 

worst  foes  of  liberty  and  pure  religion,  and  forthwith  renounce 
them  as  a  Christian  church  and  clergy." 

To  this  substitute  rallied  Parker  PiUsbury,  Stephen  S. 
Foster,  and  N.  P.  Rogers,  while  Mr.  Garrison  and  Charles 
C  Burleigh  contended  for  the  original  formula;  the 
debate  raging  long,  with  a  drift  toward  the  obnoxious 
expression  iu  capitals,  which  was  at  last  abandoned.^ 

So  in  a  question  of  measures.  At  a  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  Massachusetts  Society  held  at  Millbmy  on  August 
17, 1841,  Mr.  Foster  moved  the  following :  s.  s.  Foster. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  abolitionists  as  the  most  Lib.  11 :  139, 
consistent  and  effectual  method  of  abolishing  the  '  negro  pew,' 

1  See  Mr.  Wright's  expoBition  of  thia  eicpresaion  In  Ma  letter  to  A.  A. 
Plielpa  entitled,  "The  Methodist  Episcopal  Clinreh  and  Clergy  o(  the 
Uniied  States  a  Brotherhood  of  Men-Stealera  "  (Lib.  11 :  130). 

a  Speaking  for  himself,  howoTer,  and  not  for  the  Society,  Mr.  Qarriaon 
preaently  declared  "  a  great  hrotherhood  of  thieves  "  tame  language  to 
apply  to  the  action  of  the  Presbyteriaii  General  Aaaembly  at  Philadelphia 
on  May  20.  The  Committee  of  BiUa  and  Overturea  unanimously  refuaed  to 
report  on  the  "  exciting  topic  "  of  slavery,  and  desired  to  return  the  papers 
on  that  auhjeot  to  the  preabyteriea  which  hHd  presented  them.  By  an  over- 
whelming vote  the  whole  bualness  waa  indefinitely  postponed  ("£16,  11 :  95). 
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Chap.  I.     to  take  their  seats  iu  it,  wherever  it  may  be  found,  Trhether  in 
js"^!.        a  gentile  synagogue,  a  railroad  car,  a  steamboat,  or  a  stage- 
coaoh."  1 

This  had  the  approval  of  ^^essrs.  Pillsbury  and  Collins, 
but  not  of  H.  C.  "Wright,  or  of  Garrison,  or  of  Edmund 
Quincy,  and  did  not  prevail.    In  fact,  what  J",  H.  Noyes 

Antt.p.ii.  called  "the  whole  phalanx  of  Massachusetts  Ultraists" 
had  a  conservative  element  of  which  the  editor  of  the 
Liberator  was,  paradoxical  as  it  might  seem,  the  head. 
He  w^  himself  a  shining  example  of  moderate  and  cal- 
culated utterance,  while  little  disturbed  by  the  want  of  it 
in  those  whose  anti-slavery  sincerity,  courage,  zeal,  and 

ijif.  12:94.  devotedness  he  felt  to  be  equal  to  his  own.  "There  is 
danger,"  he  wrote  in  June,  1842,  in  a  fine  plea  for  tolera- 
tion of  idiosyncraeies,  "  of  abolitionists  becoming  invidi- 
ous and  censorioiis  toward  each  other,  iu  consequence  of 
mating  constitutional  peculiarities  virtuous  or  vicious 

Lii.  iz:y5.  traits,"  or,  in  other  words,  "on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  cause  is  advocated  "  by  this  person  or  that.  "  I 

Boston  Post,  see  by  the  Post,"  writes  Greorge  Bradbum  to  Francis 
^'  Jacfeson,  on  August  7,  1841,  "that  friend  Loring  does 
jjrinff.  not  choose  to  be  understood  as  discussing  abolition  top- 
ff.  c.       ics  in  the  style  of  our  friends  Wright  and   Pillsbury. 


Wrieie, 

PJHmbiiiy. 


IWitb  the  extension  of  the  railroad  system,  tlie  inhaman  prejudice 
agtdnst  color  was  catered  to  by  corporations  even  In  eicess  of  the  reqiiire- 
ments  of  average  public  sentiment.  A  "Jim  Crow^'  car  waa  provided,  in 
which  colored  travellers  were  forced  to  sit  dthough  they  had  purchased 
flrst-elass  ti^^ets.  They  were  expelled  in  ^e  most  ruf&aoly  manner  from 
white  cars,  against  the  remonstrances  of  white  passengers,  who  not  seldom 
were  themselves  dragged  out  for  condemning  such  brutality  (Lib.  11 :  175, 
130, 182),  or  for  taling  seats  in  the  Jim  Crow  cor  by  way  of  testimony,  in 
the  spirit  of  Mr.  Foster's  resolution.  Colored  servants,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  allowed  to  accompany  their  employers  f'ZrtB.  11:132).  The  Eastern 
Bailroad  of  Boston,  of  which  a  Quaker  was  the  malignant  auperinteadent 
lIAb.  12 :  35),  attained  au  evil  pcegminaDce  in  theae  outrages  (Lib.  11 :  47, 
9*,  143, 157,  162,  163,  165,  166.  170).  Worst  of  aU,  police  Justices  refused  to 
punish  the  assaults  even  upon  white  paasengers  (Lib.  11:127,  128,  180). 
Tetit  was  asked.  What  h»a  the  North  to  do  with  slavery!  And  it  is  even 
now  pretended  that  the  North  was  peopled  with  abolitiomsta  until  the 
LiberaloT  was  founded  ( New-Englander,  45  : 1,  f*  seq.).  See  iu  Lib.  12 :  56 
the  "Travellers'  Directory"  Mme-tablea  of  the  several  railroads,  with  a 
caption  showing  whether  they  m^e  imy  distinction  in  regard  to  color. 
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Neither  would  I,  though  I  am  quite  a  tomahawk  sort  of     cf.  ai 
man  myself."    On  the  other  hand,  Afcby  Kelley,  writing 
to  6.  W.  Benson,  censures  Charles  Burleigh  for  not  want-    ms.  l 
ing  8.  S.  Foster  sent  to  lecture  in  Conneetieut,  where  the     '^'  ^ 
new-organized  State  Society  was  carrying  on  an  active 
campaign  and  the  old  organization  was  doing  nothing. 
"His  [Burleigh's]  manner  will  do  much  for  a  certain 
class,  at  certain  times ;  but  another  class,  and  the  same 
class,  indeed,  at  other  times,  need  Poster's  preaching."  ^ 

So  far  as  the  preaching  was  directed  against  pro-slavery 
clericalism  and  denominationaliam,  the  need  of  it  cannot 
be  doubted  for  the  year  1841.    Dr.  Channing,  in  his  work 
on  "West  India  Emancipation,  sorrowfully  admitted  the    Lib.  i 
pro-slavery  character  of  American  "religion";  and  G-er- 
rit  Smith,  speaking  to  this  test,  said:  "I  do  not  hesitate    ub.  i 
to  make  the  remark,  infidel  thoagh  it  may  seem  in  the 
eyes  of  many,  that  were  all  the  religion  of  this  land — the 
good,  bad,  and  mixed  —  to  be  this  day  blotted  out,  there 
would  remain  as  much  ground  as  there  now  is  to  hope  for 
the  speedy  termination  of  American  slavery."  The  sooner, 
added  Mr.  Garrison,  this  truth  is  realized  by  abolitionists.    Lib,  i 
the  better.    "  When  we  go  into  a  place,"  said  Wendell 

1  See  Cynis  Petrce's  protesta  agadnst  Abby  KbUot's  and  S.  S.  Foster's 
resolutlonB  at  Fall  River,  Nov.  23, 1841,  and  against  their  ' '  style  "  generally 
(IM.  13 :  3,  19),  with  Mrs.  Chapman's  oorament  {lAb.  12  :  23).  Miss  Kelley 
offered  a  resolution  in  these  terms  at  tlie  tenth  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Mass.  A.  S.  Society  (Jan.  28, 1842) ;  "  Resolved,  That  the  sectarian  organ- 
izations called  churches  are  oombtnations  of  thieves,  robbers,  adulterers, 
pirates,  and  murderers,  aud,  as  suoh,  form  the  bulwark  of  American 
slavery  " — tJiia  last  phrase  being  probably  suggested  by  Jamea  G.  Bimey's 
tract,  '  The  American  Churches  the  Bi:dwarkB  of  American  Slavery '  (pub- 
lished first,  anonymously,  in  London,  Sept.  23, 1840 ;  in  a  second  and  third 
[American]  edition  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  in  1S42;  and  again,  in  Boston,  in 
May,  1843).  Phcebe  Jackson  wrote  from  Providence,  Nov.  18, 1842,  to  Mrs. 
Qarrison,  of  the  recently  held  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  A.  S. 
Society :  "  The  ilror\g  ground  taken  by  Rogers,  Foster,  and  a  few  others 
occasions  considerable  feeling  among  our  friends.  By  the  way,  Rogers  is 
not  a  favorite  speaker  of  rcdne,  but  Foster  Is  deeply  impressim,  I  do  not 
always  agree  with  him,  but  he  has  great  power.  ...  I  do  not  think  it 
wise  in  him  to  disturb  the  assemblies  of  others :  It  appears  to  rae  like  an 
infringement  on  their  rights.  Neither  do  I  sympathize  in  the  Ohrisfiain  (?) 
course  they  pursue  toward  him  and  others  "  {MS.). 
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July  3,      Phillips  at  Weymouth,  speaking  as  an  anti-slavery  lect- 
^  i*iVi23. '    '"■6'*)  "  we  know,  we  feel  instantly,  whether  the  minister 
is  for  or  against  us.     We  judge  instinctively."     But  that 
the  presumption  was  that  the  minister  would  be  adverse, 
Lib.  II :  173.  is  clear  from  such  a  report  on  the  attitude  of  the  clergy 
as  was  made  for  Middlesex,  one  of  the  largest  counties 
in  Massachusetts,  yet  within  easy  radius  of  Boston,  the 
Idherator  office,  and  the  engine  of  the  State  anti-slavery 
machinery,  and  by  no  means  a  neglected  field.^    As  for 
the  great  representative  rehgious  bodies,  they  successfully 
pursued  this  year  either  the  policy  of  sUence  and  suppres- 
Anti.f.17.    sion  on  the  subject  of  slavery — like  the  Presbyterian 
General  Assembly;   or  of  satisfying  the  South  by  the 
exclusion  of  anti-slavery  officers  from  the  Board  of  Mis- 
fit*, 11:86,    sions — as  in  the  case  of  the  Baptist  Triennial  Convention. 
109, 113. '    at  Baltimore,  under  Southern  threats  of  turning  mission 
contributions  into  other  channels.     The  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  whose  agents 
among  the  slaveholding  Gherokees,  Creeks,  and  Choctaws 
Lii.  11:  isz.   were  themselves  slaveholders,  met  a  ministerial  petition 
Lib.  II :  154.  that  they  should  not  keep  silent  about  slavery,  by  reply- 
ing that  they  could  neither  approve  nor  condemn  it,  and 
that  they  could  not  scrutinize  the  source  of  money  con- 
tributed to  their  funds.  And  this,  too,  satisfied  the  South, 
.^/f.  4, 1841.       The  great  political  event  of  the  year  was  the  death 
of  President  Harrison  and  the  succession  of  John  Tyler. 
How  much  this  change  of  Administration  affected  the 
destiny  of  slavery,  either  immediately  or  remotely,  can 
only  be  matter  of  speculation.     We  can,  however,  afflrm 
with  certainty,  that  whatever  legislation  the  Slave  Power 
might  have  obtained  from  Congress,  President  Harrison 

I  Collins,  who,  after  his  return  from  England,  devoted  all  Ms  spare  time 
to  ieeturing  and  reeniiting  in  MassacliHsetts  and  the  neighboring  States, 
delivering  more  than  ninety  addresses  in  upwards  of  sixty  towns  and 
parishes,  and  traTeiling  some  3500  miles,  reported  on  Jan.  18,  1843:  "All 
the  oppoflition  I  have  met  with  in  Hie  prosecution  of  my  mission  has  orig- 
inated, with  acsrcely  on  esception,  with  clergymen."  StQl,  in  all  the  places 
above  enumerated  except  two,  he  was  able  to  obtain  a  meeting-house  from 
some  one  of  the  religious  denominations  (Lib.  12 :  HI. 
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would  have   sanetioued  with  alacrity.     His  inaugural 
address,  with  its  Bophistieal  argument  for  the  limitation    m.  u-.^ 
of  the  powers  of  Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District, 
had  been  preceded  hy  a  speech  at  Richmond  repudiating,   lh.  hu 
as  a  native  Virginian,  the  shghtest  sympathy  with  aboli- 
tionism.    Tyler's  message,  on  the  other  hand,  made  no    lh.  n-.t 
allusion  to  the  subject.    In  the  confusion  caused  by  an 
extra  session  of  Congress,  the  gag-rule  was  momentarily 
relaxed,  and  John  Quincy  Adams  improved  the  opportu-   zit.  ii:< 
uity  to  reopen  his  inexhaustibJe  budget  of  anti-slavery      '  ™^.^ 
petitions.    At  the  regular  session  in  December  a  new  lh.h-.z 
gag-rule  was  promptly  applied.     Meanwhile,  two  inci- 
dents  showed  unmistakably  the   Southern  purpose  to 
make  "  pro-slavery  "  and  "  national "  (or  Federal)  synony- 
mous terms.     One  was  the  reluctance  of  the  Senate,  till 
the  North  showed  its  teeth,  to  confirm  Edward  Everett's  La.n-.i 
nomination  to  the  court  of  St.  James,  on  account  of  his   ^^'^^°'' 
anti-slavery  views.^    The  other  (for  no  game  was  too 
small  for  this  inquisition}  was  the  same  body's  refusal 
to  confirm  the  postmaster  of  Philadelphia  unless  he  dis- 
charged Joshua  Coffin  (newly  appointed)  from  his  letter- 
carriers  ;  Cofln's  alleged  offence  being  that  he  had  once 
assisted  in  ransoming  a  kidnapped  free  person  of  color,  lh.  n-.i 
The  sacrifice  demanded  was  made,  and  even  letter-carriers        ^"' 
were  taught  to  know  the  hand  that  fed  them. 

More  significant  of  the  nominal  character  of  the  so- 
calied  Union  were  the  efforts  of  Greorgia  and  Virginia,  on  iij.ion 
account  of  the  refusal  of  Northern  governors  to  surren-   ^'  j"*,' 
der  as  felons  citizens  charged  with  aiding  slaves  to  escape, 
to  establish  quarantine  against  the  ships  of  Maine  and 
New  Tork.     More  desperately  unconstitutional  was  the 
proposal  of  Governor  McDonald  of  Georgia,  that  even  Lii.n:) 
packages  from  New  York  or  any  lite  offending  State 

1  In  response  to  the  atioliliOtt  cateehism  of  1337,  Gov.  Everett  had  pro- 
fessed his  conyictloii  that  slaTeiy  ffas  an  evil,  and  should  be  abolished  as 
soon  aa  this  eonld  be  done  peacefully.  He  asserted  ihe  power  of  Congress 
over  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District,  and  opposed  the  admission 
of  any  new  slave  Stale.  Finally,  such  progress  had  he  made  within  two 
'    Tears  (ayiie,  2 ;  76),  he  maintained  the  right  of  free  discussion  (I4b.  7  ;  182). 


J  by  Google 


WILIjIAM:  LLOXD   GAEKISON.  [^t-  36. 

p.  I.     should  be  subjected,  to  inspection,  and  auspicious  persons 
^i,       therefrom  be  obliged  to  give  security  for  good  behavior — 
in  the  midst  of  a  contented  slave  population.    The  Gov- 
1:54.    ernor  of  Virginia  declined  to  honor  Governor  Seward's 
demand  for  the  extradition  of  a  New  York  forger — a 
piece  of  retaliation  too  dangerous  to  escape  the  censure 
of  his  own  Legislature,  though  it  subsequently  passed  an 
2:10.    "inspection  law"  for  vessels  destined  for  New  York,  as 
ji'^'    did  South  Carolina.^  Referring  to  McDonald's  "bluster," 
[ :  183.   Mr.  Garrison  said  that  the  South  had  "  long  threatened  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  she  may  yet  be  taken  at 
her  word,  in  an  hour  when  she  is  least  prepared  for  such 
an  event.    The  alternative  is  ultimately  to  be  presented  to 
her,  either  to  put  away  her  diabolical  slave  system,  or  to  be 
put  beyond  the  pale  of  a  free  republic."    Already  he  had 
exclaimed,  in  view  of  the  revived  prospect  of  the  annexa- 
i  ■.  179.   tion  of  Texas,  "  Sooner  let  the  Union  be  dashed  in  pieces  " 
than  that  the  Northern  States  should  submit  to  this 
infamy.  A  little  later,  forecasting  the  doings  of  Congress 
at  the  first  regular  session  — 
1:191.       "We  expect,"  he  said,  "the  sacred  right  of  petition  to  be 
maintained  impartially,  and  vindicated  at  all  hazards.     I£  this 
should  be  done,  we  are  willing  to  risk  all  the  consequences. 
The  desperadoes  from  the  South,  in  Congress,  wilt  fume  and 
swa^er,  and  threaten  to  blow  up  the  Union,  as  a  matter  of 
course.    Let  them  retire  whenever  they  choose,  if  they  wish 
to  be  alone.    We  would  sooner  trust  the  honor  of  the  oountry 
and  the  hberties  of  the  people  in  the  hands  of  the  inmates  of 
our  penitentiaries  and  prisons,  than  in  their  hands,  for  safe 
keeping.    All  that  appertains  to  burlesque,  paradox,  impos- 
ture, effrontery,  is  embraced  in  the  fact  that  they  are  allowed 
to  represent  a  people  profesang  to  beheve  in  the  Declaration 

1  These  laws  could  be  saspended  by  the  Eieeutive  when  New  York  aur- 
rendered  the  alleged  f ugitdres  from  justice  to  Virginia,  and  its  Le^slature 
repealed  the  act  of  1310  esteoding  the  right  of  trial  by  jniy  to  citizens 
whose  freedom  was  called  in  question  bj-  kidnappera  or  Southern  slave- 
owners (Mb.  12 :  33,  33).  Noteworthy  is  the  innMng  of  common  cause  with 
Ylrginia  on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  in  seeking  to  coerce  New  York,  and 
the  jusUflcation  of  the  means,  viz.,  a  "regulation  ot  commerce"  concur- 
rently with  that  eierelsed  by  Congress  under  the  Constitution.  For  a 
typical  instance  of  the  operation  of  the  Virginia  law,  see  Idb.  12 :  118. 
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of  Independence !  They  ought  not  to  be  allow^ed  seats  in  Con-  C/  i 
gress.  No  political,  no  religious  co-partnership  should  be  had  ^^' 
with  them,  for  they  are  the  meanest  of  thieves  and  the  worst 
of  robbers.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  entering  into  a  '  com- 
pact' with  the  convicts  at  Botany  Bay  and  New  Zealand,  So 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  *  dissolved  the  Union '  with  them, 
as  slaveholders,  the  first  blow  we  aimed  at  tbeir  nefarious  slave 
system.  We  do  not  acknowledge  them  to  be  within  the  pale 
of  Christianity,  of  republicanism,  of  humanity.  This  we  say 
dispassionately,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  using  strong  language. 
With  us,  their  threais,  clamors,  broUa,  contortions,  avail  noth- 
ing ;  and  with  the  entire  North  they  are  fast  growing  less  and 
less  formidable." 

Like  seutimeQts  began  io  be  heard  from  others  at  anti-  Lib,  ii 
slavery  meetings  in  Massachusetts, ^  but  as  yet  disunion 
formed  no  part  of  the  official  creed  or  programme  of  the 
State  Society,  which  did,  however,  include,  as  an  object  lh.  ii 
to  be  striven  for,  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  either 
abolishing  slavery,  or  exonerating  the  people  of  each  free 
State  from  assisting  in  sustaining  it.^    So  far,  indeed,  the 
Liberty  Party  might  have  gone,  though  not  free,  as  being 
a  party,  to  advocate  disunion  pure  and  simple.     Towards 
this  organization  Mr,  Garrison  maintained  a  dignified 
attitude,  not  denying  to  his  personal  friends  like  Mr. 
Sewall,  or  to  bitter  enemies  like  Torrey,  the  moderate  use   lh.  i 
of  his  columns  for  Liberty  Party  notices  and  reports.   He  ^  '  i^ 
still  held,  with  Channing,  that,  by  such  a  conversion  of    lu. 
their  anti-slavery  energies,  abolitionists  would  "lose  the 
reputation  of  honest  enthusiasts,  and  come  to  be  consid- 

1  Thus,  at  Hineham,  Nov.  i,  1341,  Edmund  Quiney  showed  that  slaTsry 
had  already  destroyed  the  Union ;  anil  Frederlek  Douglaaa,  fJiat  the  Uuion 
pledged  the  North  to  return  fugitives  —  wherefore,  "  He  ia  no  true  aboli- 
tionist who  doea  not  go  against  this  Union  "  fLib.  11:189|. 

^  Noteworthy  is  the  appearance  of  a  hoot  (midsummer  madness^  oue 
might  think  it,  considering  the  time  of  year,  the  deranged  author,  and  the 
Yain  doctrine)  hy  G.  W.  F.  Mellen  (anU,  2 :  428),  entitled,  '  An  Argument 
on  the  Unconafitutioiiality  of  Slavery.'  Mr.  Garrison,  on  a  hasty  readmg, 
indged  it  to  deserve  attention  (Lib.  11 :  123] ;  but  when,  at  the  Miilbury 
c[QarterJy  meeting  of  the  Mass.  A.  8.  Society,  in  August,  Mellen,  in  con- 
junction with  S.  S.  Poster,  attempted  to  embody  this  ai^ament  in  a  reso- 
lution, they  were  defeated  (Mb.  11:139).  It  will  be  seen  hereafter  how 
the  doctrine  was  forced  upon  the  Third  Party. 

Vol.  m.— 3 
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ered  as  hypocritical  seekers  after  place  and  power."  Prac- 
II :  7,  tieally,  he  viewed  it  as  "  an  attempt  to  make  bricks  withoat 
straw — to  propel  a  locomotive  engine  without  steam — to 
navigate  a  ship  without  water.  As  an  act  of  folly,  it  is 
ludicrous;  as  a  measure  of  policy,  it  is  pernicious;  as 
a  political  contrivance,  it  is  useless.  .  ,  .  The  ques- 
tion is  not  one  that  relates  to  purity  of  motive,  but 
to  the  safety  and  success  of  the  anti-slavery  enterprise." 
Again ; 
1 :  159.  "  "We  admit  that  the  mode  of  political  action  to  be  pursned  by 
abolitionists  is  not  strictly  a  question  of  principle,  but  ratter 
one  of  sound  expediency.  We  have  never  opposed  the  forma- 
tion of  a  third  party  as  a  measure  inherently  wrong,  but  have 
.,  a;  alwaysconteuded  that  the  abolitionists  have  as  clear  and  indis- 
3^3-  putable  a  right  to  band  themselves  together  jwlitically  for  the 
attainment  of  their  great  object  as  those  of  our  fellow -citizens 
who  call  themselves  Whigs  or  Democrats.  .  .  .  But  every 
reflecting  mind  may  easily  perceive  that  to  disregard  tbe  dic- 
tates of  sound  expediency  may  often  prove  as  injurious  to  an 
enterprise  as  to  violate  principle.  It  is  solely  on  this  gronnd 
that  we  oppose  what  is  called  the  '  Liberty  Party.'  .  .  .  The 
rash,  precipitate,  almost  factions  manner  in  which,  it  was 
formed,  early  excited  our  distrust  as  to  the  disinterestedness  of 
the  m.ovement;  and  though  we  are  not  disposed  to  question 
the  honesty  of  many  who  support  it,  we  still  remain  to  be  con- 
vinced that  its  tendency  is  good." 

We  cannot  follow  here  the  doings  or  fortunes  of  the 
2:434.  Liberty  Party.  In  spite  of  its  brave  words  at  Albany 
about  maintaining  the  moral  agitation  along  with  the 
new  political  movement,  the  task  was  impossible  in  the 
nature  of  things.  If  the  anti-slavery  organization  was  to 
be  made  partisan,  it  must  be  wholly  so ;  otherwise  there 
would  have  to  be  two  sets  of  machinery,  and  two  sets  of 
workers  promoting  different  objects  on  different  planes — 
of  pure  principle  and  of  half-a-loaf  expediency.^    One  or 

I  Mrs.  Child,  telling  in  the  Standard  of  the  flret  anti-slavery  meeting  3he 
ever  attendea  ' '  in  which  political  rather  than  moral  argumentB  gave  a  lead- 
ing tone  to  the  proceedings,"  relates :  "  T  came  from  that  meeting  Had  and 
disheartened.    The  moral  elevation,  the  trust  ia  God,  which  had  been  usu- 
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other  arm  must  sufEer,  eitlier  by  neglect  or  by  the  conflict     Cha 
of  ideals  —  the  religious  becoming  the  critic  of  thepoliti-        ,1 
eal,  and  the  political  in  turn  denying  and  disowning  the  i-H- 1 
religious.    Such,  in  fact,  became  the  attitude  of  the  Abo- 
litionists (whose  name  henceforth  is  as  technical  as  Whig 
or  Democrat)  and  the  auti-slavery  party  in  its  various 
transformations  dowu  to  the  Rebellion. 

For  like  reasons  it  was  impossible  that  two  purely  moral 
agitations  could  be  kept  up  side  by  side,  as  some  had 
fondly  imagined  who  would  have  let  the  sectarian  seced- 
ers  from  the  old  organization  go  their  own  way,  without 
exposure  or  refutation.  The  field  from  which  one  barely 
derived  sustenance  could  not  have  given  material  support 
to  both,  and  the  weaker  must  have  become,  in  the  mere 
struggle  for  existence,  less  a  propaganda  of  common  doc- 
trine than  a  professional  opposition,  thriving  by  the  dis- 
credit it  could  throw  on  its  rival  and  the  recruits  it  could 
seduce  from  it.  New  organization,  in  short,  had  but  one 
destiny  —  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the  Liberty  Party.  Its 
nominal  head  at  New  York,  the  American  and  Foreign 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  was  a  mere  mask  for  Lewis  Tappan, 
who  drew  up  its  annual  report,  and  bore  the  expenses  of 
its  single  (annual)  meeting  and  of  its  short-lived  organ,  the  -4«w. 
(monthly)  Anti- Slavery  Reporter,  which  Whittier  helped  ''167^ 
edit.^  It  had  no  agents  in  the  field ;  it  rendered  no  fiuan-  Lib. 
cial  accounts.    Joshua  Leavitt,  who  had  been  made  its      '^' 

ally  inspired  1>7  abolition  gatherings,  was  wanting " /"-^ifi-  H  ;  109).  "It  is 
as  impossible,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison,  "  for  men.  to  1>9  moral  reformers  and 
political  partisans  at  tliB  same  time,  aa  it  is  for  fire  and  ganpowder  to  har- 
monize togetlier  "  (Lib.  12  !  179). 

iMra.  Mott  writes  to  Hannah  Wehb  of  Dnblin,  Feb.  25,  1842  (MS.); 
"Maria  W.  Chapman  wrote  me  that  he  [Whittier]  .  .  .  was  in  the 
[A.  S.]  office  a  few  months  since,  bemoaning  to  Garrison  that  there  should 
have  been  any  divisions.  '  Why  could  we  not  all  go  on  together  ? '  '  Why 
not,  indeed  1 '  said  Garrison ;  '  vie  stand  just  where  we  did.  I  eee  no  rea- 
son why  yon.  cannot  coBperate  with  the  American  Society.'  'Oh,'  replied 
Whittier,  '  but  the  American  Society  is  not  what  it  once  was.  It  has  the 
hat,  and  the  coat,  and  the  waistcoat  of  the  old  Society,  but  the  life  has 
passed  out  of  it.'  'Are  you  not  ashamed,'  said  Garrison,  'to  come  here 
wondering  why  we  cannot  go  on  together !  No  wonder  you  can't  cooperate 
with  a  suit  of  old  clothes  I ' " 
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Ap.  I.     secretary,  while  continuing  to  edit  the  Emancipator,  found 

^;^  that  it  had  no  vital  or  organizing  power,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  obliged  to  seek  his  living  elsewhere.   "  It 

11:193.  is  not  necessary,"  he  said  in  his  valedictory,  "  to  recount 
the  causes  which  prevented  an  effective  meeting  [in  New 
Tork]  in  May,  nor  those  which  have  hindered  the  Society 
from  going  into  operation  in  a  way  to  obtain  a  general 
sympathy  and  support  of  abolitionists.  One  great  cause, 
doubtless,  is  that  the  generality  of  those  who  are  willing 
to  work  and  to  give  are  engaged  in  political  action,  and 
in  carrying  on  the  State  and  other  local  societies.  Many 
think,  in  fact,  there  is  not,  just  at  present,  any  very  essen- 
tial service  for  which  a  central  Board  is  needed."  So  much 

II :  37.  for  the  American  side  of  the  Society.  Its  Foreign  depart- 
ment was  occupied  with  calumniating  Mr.  Garrison  and 
the  old  organization,  in  concert  with  the  Rev,  John  Scoble, 
who  was  the  Lewis  Tappau  of  the  British  and  Foreign 

.  22 : 9.    Anti-Slavery  Society,  another  specious  organization. 

Extraordinary,  we  are  reminded  by  Leavitt's  unsettling, 
was  the  dispersion  of  those  whom  hostility  to  the  Liber- 
ator had  momentarily  banded  together  to  break  it  down. 

11:59.  Oo  f^6  occasion  of  Torrey's  valedictory  in  the  Free  Amer- 
ican (as  the  Massachusetts  AboUHonisf  was  styled,  with 

iit33,    delightful  vagueness,  on  becoming  the  organ  of  the  Mas- 

^^'         sacbusetts  Liberty  Party),  Mr.  Garrison  inquired : 

11:59.  "  Once  consecrated  to  the  anti-slavery  enterprise— where  are 

9.  Sim-  theyi    Stanton  has  retired  from  the  field,  and  is  said  to  be 

'/iiur  aiming  for  a  seat  in  Congress.^    Wright  is — we  scarcely  know 

'H^i.  where ;  and  doing  —  we  know  not  what.^    Phelps  is  a  city  mis- 


1  Stanton  —  like  Bimey,  who  had  gone  tfl  rusticate  at  Peterhoro',  N.  T. 
(Lib.  12  :  127)  — had  pnidentlj'  declined  a  secretaryship  under  Lewis  Tap- 
psn's  alias  (Xiih.  11 :  4T),  and  hod  betaken  himself  to  tlie  law  (MS.  Mar.  11, 
18*1,  N.  P.  Rogers  to  W,  L.  G. ;  ij6. 12:137),  of  which  he  would  begin  the 
practice  in  Boston  the  following  year  (Stanton's  '  Random  Recollections,' 
3d  ed..  p.  58).  He  was  supposed  to  be  aiming  at  a  seat  in  Congre^  fZib. 
12 ;  127),  and  though  he  never  attained  it,  in  spite  of  a  Litierty  Party  nom- 
ination fZib.  14 ;  174),  he  remslned  a  politician,  to  the  end  of  his  days. 

SBeriah  Green  knew,  though  he  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Wright  fl>t6. 
11:82),  "What  are  you  ati  Has  La  Fontaine  led  you  oft  altogetJiei*  from 
the  field  of  battle  1 "    The  preface  to  Wright's  translation  tears  date  Sep- 
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sionary,  and  on  the  most  amicable  terms  with  Huhbard  Wins-   Lid.  12 ;  127. 
low,  Geoi^e  W,  Blagden,  et  id.,  ete.     Torrey  is  engaged  in 
vilifying  the  old  anti-slavery  organization  and  its  friends,  and 
manufacturing  poUtical  moonshine  for  a  third  party."  1 

More  pitiful,  if  not  more  picturesque,  than  any  of  these 
dislocations  was  that  of  Mr.  Garrison's  old  partner,  now, 
"worse  than  foe,  an  alienated  friend-."  The  following 
letter  bespeaks  at  once  his  outcast  condition  and  his 
trust  in  the  benevolence  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
addressed : 

Isaac  Knapp  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

A.  S.  OfB'ICE,  Sept.  31  [1841].       MS.\Bo!. 

'       '^  ^  '  lon-\  The  day 

Long  dearly  beloved  FEIEND:  o/iAementli 

My  eirounistances  are  sueh  that  [I]  am  induced  to  solicit  an  written.  The 
interview  with  you  at  your  earhest  convenience.    For  several    ^^^^^"' 
reasons  I  am  reluctant  to  call  at  the  Printing  Office,  and  there- 
fore take  this  method  to  make  known  my  desire.   I  am  sincerely 
sorry  to  disturb  you  with  my  troubles,  but  for  the  sake  of  my 
dear  wife,  and  fee  ahne,  I  wish  to  do  it. 

Wishing  yoa  and  yours  every  blessing,  I  remain  your  old 
coadjutor  and  friend, 

Isaac  Knapp. 

The  next  communication  from  this  nnhappy  man  of 
which  we  have  any  trace,  reached  Mr,  Garrison  when  his 
house  had  for  a  week  "  been  turned  into  a  hospital."    Its     ms.  Dsc. 
formal  tone  was  a  menace:  ^  is 

to  G.  w. 
terober,  1S41.  Meantime  the  iipologeMc,  pro-slavery  eoudnct  of  tie  Free  Benson. 
Americmi,  by  a  clerical  suooessoi'  of  Torrey  flAh.  11 ;  82,  91),  whom  even  lie 
hiid  to  deuounee,  forced  the  Mags.  Abolitioii  Society  to  make  a  sliift  of 
aeouring  Mr.  Wright's  aervicea  a.3  editor  once  more  in  Jnne,  1841  (Mb. 
11 ;  99).  He  was  succeeded,  by  Leavitt  as  above,  and  tie  paper  became 
t'iial!manei])t^tar  and  Free  American  (Zib.W -.191,  203|.  Ib  1842  Mr.  Wright, 
in  a  desperate  atraggle  with  poverty,  was  trying  personally  to  find  piir- 
ohasOTB  for  his  translation  (Lib.  13 ;  127). 

1  In  June,  1841,  Mr.  Torrey  was  active  in  forming  in  Boston  a  Vigilance 
Committee  agalnet  kidnapping  and  for  the  prompt  assistance  of  fu^tdves 
closely  pursued  by  their  owners  (Mb.  11 :  94).  In  December  he  went  to 
Waahingtfln  as  a  newspaper  oorrespondent  (lAb.  12 :  10 ;  Memoir  of  C.  T. 
Torrey,'  p.  87).  Those  who  are  curious  as  to  other  leading  new  organiza- 
tiqnists  will  find  the  above  list  extended  in  Lib.  12 :  127. 
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Isaae  Knapp  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

MS.  Boston,  Dec.  8,  1841. 

To  THE  Editor  op  the  Libekatok. 

SiK ;  I  have  this  day  issued  the  annexed  cireiilaT,  You,  in 
my  opinion,  being,  next  to  myself,  the  most  interested,  are 
herewith  furnished  with  the  first  copy  I  send  forth. 

Isaac  Enapp. 

This  circular,  dated  Boston,  December  6,  1841,  pro- 
fessed to  be  dictated  by  "  a  sense  of  private  wrong  alone," 
and  alleged  that  Knapp  had  been  deprived, "  by  treachery 
Anie.3:3^t,  and  duplielty,"  of  his  former  right  and  interest  in  the 
^^'  Liberator  —  by  an  arrangement,  it  will  be  remembered, 
which  would  expire  on  January  1, 1842.  All  his  offers  to 
resume  the  publication  of  the  paper,  giving  ample  secur- 

E.  G.  Lor-  ity,  had  been  rejected,  "  mostly  through  the  influence  of 
'^^'s     019  merciless,  hard-hearted  rich  man."    "I  have  even," 

Lti.,p.  2.  continued  Knapp,  "been  denied  the  most  humble  situa- 
tion in  the  Liberator  office;  at  a  time,  too,  when  Mr.  Gar- 
rison well  knew  that  I  was  absolutely  suffering  for  the 
want  of  employment" — the  same  rich  man  opposing.  In 
order  to  tell  his  story,  and  to  show  "that,  however  many 
inferior  causes  may  have  been  at  work,  the  great  and 
overshadowing  reason  why  there  has  been  so  much  divi- 
sion and  mutual  alienation  in  the  anti-slavery  ranks, 
has  been  the  selfish  and  deceptive  conduct  of  Mr.  Gar- 
rison and  others  at  his  elbows,"  he  proposed  "to  start 
the'tme'  Liberator"  (calling  it  Knapp's  LiheratorJ  "as 
often  as  there  may  be  a  call  for  it."  Geirrison's  Liberator 
"  is  no  longer  a  free-discussion  paper,  but  has  departed 
from  its  original  character,  and  is  the  organ  of  a  clique, 
always  ready  to  puff  and  exto!  aU  those  who  will  obse- 
quiously bow  to  and  profess  the  utmost  faith  in  their 
rescript  —  and  as  ready  to  condemn,  as  pro-slavery  and 
enemies  of  virtuous  liberty,  all  who  dare  expre^  a  doubt 
of  its  infallibility."  A  note  appended  to  the  circular  (in 
which  the  hand  of  the  New  Organization  Esau  was  mani- 
fest) testified  to  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  signers, 
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J.  Cutts  Smith  and  Hamlett  Bates,  in  the  facts  as  stated     ■ 
by  Knapp,  for  whom  they  offered  to  serve  as  a  flnanee 
committee. 

On  the  same  sheet  contaiaing  the  circular  and  Knapp's 
autographic  letter  of  transmission,  Mr.  Garrison  wrote 
thus  to  his  brother-in-law : 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  G.  W.  Benson,  at  Northampton,  Mass. 
Cambridgepoet,  Dec.  17,  1841. 

You  will  see,  by  the  accompanying  Circular,  what  mischief  is 
brewing,  and  what  a  hostile  position  is  assumed  toward  me,  the 
LSteratOT  Committee,  and  the  Massachusetts  A.  S.  Society,  by 
my  old,  erring,  and  misguided  friend  Knapp,  and  his  more 
crafty  and  malignant  abettors  — to  wit,  Smith,  Bates,i  and 
Bishop.  I  haveeveryreason  to  believe  that  it  was  drawn  up  by  "■ 
Bishop,^  and  that  it  has  been  sent  to  a  great  number  of  persons 
in  all  parts  of  the  coimtry.  A  copy  was  sent  to  our  venerable 
friend  Seth  Spr^ue,  at  Duxbmy  (the  superscription  being  in 
Bishop's  handwriting),  who,  thinldng  I  might  not  have  seen  it, 
promptly  and  kindly  forwarded  it  to  me,  with  the  following 
eharaoteristie  lines: 

"Eespected  Friend  — I  received  tlie  enclosed  Ciroular,  a  few  daya  since, 
by  mail ;  and  altlitmgli  I  think  it  most  likely  that  you  are  informed  that  it  is 
in  ciroulalion,  yet  it  is  posajble  that  you  may  not.  I  see  that  there  is  another 
storm  brewing.  If  the  devil  waa  ever  chained,  certainly  he  has  been  let 
loose  oa  the  old  Massachusetts  A,  S,  Society. 

"  Yours  with  much  respect,  Sbth  SPRiauE." 

Thus  far,  we  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  take  any  notice 
of  the  Circular,  in  the  Liberator.  The  committee  will  probably 
wait  until  the  first  number  of  the  "true"  (! !)  lAierator  shall 
have  made  its  appearance,  when  it  wiU,  doubtless,  be  necessary 
for  them  to  make  a  calm  Eind  plain  statement  of  the  facts  in  the 
case.  This,  of  course,  will  suffice  to  satisfy  all  candid  and  hon- 
orable minds ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  absurd,  or  more  untrue 

1  A  former  clerk  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Office. 

a  Joel  Prentiss  Bishop  had  likewise  been  a  clerk  in  the  AntinSlavery 
OfBee,  and  took  advantage  of  CoUins'a  absence  to  attack  the  office  accounts 
(Lib.  11 : 2,  23),  and  to  play  into  the  hands  of  New  Organization.  He  pres- 
ently left  the  Old  (Lib.  11 :  99).  He  was  associated  with  Torrey  in  his 
Vigilance  Committee  (ante,  p,  37),  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  while  a 
student  in  Slanton's  office  (Stantan's '  Eandom  Recollections,' 2d  ed.,  p.  65), 
and  became  the  author  ot  many  well-known  legal  treatises. 
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(as  you  well  know),  than  the  chains  brought  against  them  and 
myself  in  the  Circular.  So  artfully,  however,  is  the  Circular 
drawn  up,  and  so  widely  has  it  been  disseminated,  that  it  will 
probably  do  a  great  deal  of  nuBchief ,  and  penetrate  where  no 
reply  will  be  allowed  to  follow.  I  presume  it  will  be  widely 
disseniiaated  in  England,  and  not  unlikely  through  the  agency 
of  the  London  Committee.  Well,  I  can  traly  say,  "none  of 
these  things  move  me."    .     .    . 

You  will  doubtless  be  anxious  to  know  what  is  Enapp's  pros- 
pect of  success  in  the  pubhoation  of  his  new  paper.  I  have  no 
means  of  knowing;  but  take  it  foe  granted  that,  among  the 
numerous  enemies  of  the  anti-slavery  cause  in  general,  of  the 
Massachusetts  A.  S.  Society  in  particular,  of  the  Liberator,  and 
of  myself  (slavery,  pto-slavery,  new  organization,  and  priest- 
craft, all  combined),  he  wUl  not  find  it  a  very  difficult  matt«r  to 
obtain  an  amount  of  funds  sufBcient  to  enable  him  to  publish 
several  numbers  of  the  scandalous  publication.  The  editing  of 
the  paper  will  be  done,  I  presume,  by  Bishop,  ...  As  soon 
as  the  paper  is  issued,  I  will  send  you  a  copy. 

The  receipts  of  the  lAherator  for  the  present  year  will  fall 
short  of  its  expenses  to  the  amount  of  about  $500.  This  sum 
wHl  probably  be  made  up  by  the  kindness  of  friends.  If  yon 
can  obtain  any  new  subscribers  for  the  new  year  in  your  region, 
or  any  one  else,  send  their  names  along  as  a  New  Year's  present.i 

Bishop,  as  was  expected,  filled  the  entire  first  page 
of  the  first  number  of  Knapp's  lAherator^  with  hie  own 
.  quarrel  with  the  Massachusetts  Board  in  regard  to  Gol- 
lins's  accounts.  Smith  and  Bates  followed  with  intended 
corroborations  of  the  truth  of  Knapp's  circular,  which 
■was  here  reprinted.  Knapp  had  little  to  say  in  his  own 
behalf,  being  the  merest  tool  of  his  false  friends;  but 
there  were  many  anonymous  communications  aimed  at 
Mr.  Garrison  and  the  Board. 

iMr.  Garrison  wrot*  to  Mr.  Benson  on  January  7, 1B41  (MS.),  thftt  in  the 
twelTemouth  the  Liberator  had  lost  nearly  fl^e  hundred  subscribers  net, 
and  out  oft  two  or  three  hundred  delinquents.  Once  ftnu  friends  had 
ordered  the  paper  stopped.  "  The  Sahbath  Convention  has  been  more 
than  they  could  tolerate ;  and  to  save  the  formal  observance  of  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  they  are  wiUing  that  alarery  should  be  perpetuated." 

a  Dated  Boston,  Saturday,  Jan.  8,  1843.  The  printed  page  was  about 
9^  I  H".*  inches.  No  subscription  price  was  named,  nor  any  regular  date 
of  publication. 
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The  solitary  issue  of  this  "  paper  "  being  industriously     ms.  fiK 
circulated  in  England  by  Capt.  Charles  Stuart,  Mr.  Gar-    ^>^fo 
risou  was  induced  to  give  a  very  minute  account  of  his     ^^u'^ 
entire  business  relations  iirith  Knapp,  in  a  long  letter  to    ms.  May 
Elizabeth  Pease,  from  which  an  extract  has  been  already  anfe.  a^i. 
made.     The  decisive  fact  appears,  that,  in  less  than  three 
months  aft«r  the  transfer  had  been  made,  "Mr.  Knapp 
failed  in  business,  and  conveyed  all  the  property  in  his 
hands  to  his  creditors,"  including  his  half -interest  in  the 
subscription-list  of  the  Liberator.    In  the  fall  of  1841, 
Mr.  EUis  Gray  Loring  effected  a  purchase  of  this  inter-      oa.  ss, 
est  for  the  sum  of  $25,  in  order  to  rid  the  paper  of  all    '  iV-,3.'  ' 
embarrassment  from  a  divided  ownership.     The  refusal 
of  this  offer  would  have  led  to  the  issue  of  a  new  paper, 
on  January  1, 1842,  with  the  title  of  Garrison's  Liherator; 
and  the  creditors,  being  informed  of  this,  gladly  consented 
to  make  a  legal  transfer  to  Mr.  Ganison.    Knapp's  over- 
tures to  buy  back  his  interest  were  of  course  not  enter- 
taiued. 

"  After  we  separated,"  continues  Mr.  Garrison,  in  reference  MS.  May 
to  the  arrangement  of  183a-1840,  "  I  eEdeavored  to  stimnlate  '^  'J.^/" 
Mr.  Knapp  to  active  exertions  to  retrieve  his  character,  and 
promised  to  exert  all  my  influence  to  aid  him,  if  he  would  lead 
a  sober  and  industrious  life,  I  pointed  oat  to  him  a  mode  in 
which  I  felt  certain  that  he  could  do  well  for  himself ;  and  I 
assured  him  that  all  my  friends  were  his  Mends,  who  would 
cheerfidly  contribute  to  his  relief,  provided  he  would  only 
respect  himself,  and  evince  a  disposition  to  work  for  a  hveh- 
hood.  Instead  of  listening  to  this  advice,  oi'  to  the  friendly 
suggestiouB  of  others,  he  gave  himself  up  to  idleness,  the  use  of 
strong  drink,  and  even  to  gamhhng^ — often  wandering  about, 
not  knowing  where  to  find  a  phice  of  rest  at  night — leaving  his 
poor  wife  a  prey  to  grief  and  shame — and  making  a  complete 
wreck  of  himself.  For  a  number  of  weeks  I  sheltered  him  and 
his  wife  under  my  roof —assisted  Hm  ia  other  respects— and 
collected  for  him  between  thirty  and  forty  dollars,  from  a  few 
friends  in  a  distant  place;  for,  kindly  disposed  as  were  the 
anti-slavery  friends  in  this  region  toward  him,  it  was  in  vain  to 
soheit  aid  from  them  so  long  as  he  gave  himself  to  the  intoxi- 
cating bowl  and  the  gamhUug  table.     You  perceive  what  re- 
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Chaf.  I.     turns  lie  has  made  for  my  kindness ;  but  my  heart  yearns  over 
j^,         him,  and  I  oamiot  reproach  him," 

No  direct  notice  was   taken  of   the  circular,   or  of 
Knapp's  publication,  in  the  Liberator;  but  the  simple 
ii*.  12:3.    facts  of  the  final  transfer  were  stated  by  the  financial 
committee  on  renewing  their  trust  for  the  twelfth  volume. 
Amid  all  the  vexatious  cares  of  this  year  1841,  Mr.  Gar- 
rison's health  and  spirits  were  at  their  height.    With  his 
verse  the  Liberator  volume  had  opened,  and  with  his  verse 
it  closed;  the  last  half  being  freely  sprinkled  with  son- 
nets, lyrics,  and  other  forma  from  the  editor's  active  muse. 
To  the  new  volume  of  the  Liberty  Bell  he  contributed 
"The  Song  of  the  Abolitionist,"  which,  to  the  tnne  of 
Lii.  12:205,   "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  was  snng  at  countless  gatherings  in 
*  '        hall  and  grove  for  twenty  years.    A  verse  or  two  shall 
close  tlie  present  chapter : 
Li6.  II ;  2ia;  I  am  an  Abolitionist ! 

^^l^(f  I  glory  in  tbe  name ; 

/.  13+.  '  Though  now  by  Slavery's  nnoions  hissed, 

And  covered  o'er  with  shame : 
It  is  a  spell  of  light  and  power— 
The  watchword  of  the  free : — 
Who  spurns  it  in  the  trial-hour, 

A  craven  soul  is  he ! 
I  am  an  Abolitionist ! 

Then  lu-ge  me  not  to  pause, 
For  joyfully  do  I  enlist 

In  Freedom's  sacred  cause : 
A  nobler  strife  the  world  ae'er  saw, 

Th'  enslaved  to  disenthrall ; 
I  am  a  soldier  for  the  war. 

Whatever  may  befall ! 
I  am  an  Abolitionist— 

Oppression's  deadly  foe ; 
In  Gfld's  great  strength  will  I  resist. 

And  lay  the  monster  low ; 
In  God's  great  name  do  I  demand. 

To  all  be  freedom  given, 
That  peace  and  joy  may  fill  the  land. 
And  songs  go  up  to  Heaven ! 
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CHAPTER  n. 
The  Ibish  Address, — 1842, 

REMOND,  landing  in  Boston  in  December,  1841, 
brought  among  his  undutiable  baggage  a  terse 
Address  of  the  Irish  People  to  their  Conntrymen  and  i 
Countrywomen  in  America  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
It  exhorted  them  to  treat  the  colored  people  as  equals  and 
brethren,  and  to  unite  everywhere  with  the  abolitionists. 
Sixty  thousand  names  were  appended,^  Daniel  O'ConneU's 
at  the  head,  as  Member  of  Parliament  and  Lord  Mayor 
of  Dublin,  with  Theobald  Mathew's  close  by.  Great  j, 
hopes  were  entertained  of  its  effect  on  the  Irish-American 
citizen  and  voter,  George  Bradbum  wrote  from  Lowell 
to  Praneis  Jackson : 

"  What  is  to  be  done  with  that  mammoth  Address  from  Ire- 
land ?  I  know  it  is  to  be  rolled  into  the  Annital  Meeting,  but 
is  that  to  be  the  end  of  it  1  Might  not  the  Address,  with  a  few 
of  its  signatures,  including  O'ConneU's,  Father  Mathew's,  and 
some  of  the  priests'  and  other  dignitaries',  be  hthographed? 
The  mere  sight  of  those  names,  or  facsimiles  of  them,  rather, 
and  especially  tiie  autograpJis  of  them,  would  perhaps  more 
powerfully  affect  the  Irish  amofig  us  than  all  the  lectures  we 
could  deJiver  to  them,  were  they  never  so  willing  to  hear.  It 
is  a  great  object,  a  very  great  object,  to  euhst  the  Irish  in  our 
cause.  There  are  five  thousand  of  them  in  this  small  city. 
Might  not  one  be  ahnost  sure  of  winnu^  them  over  to  the  cause 
of  humanity,  could  one  but  go  before  them  with  that  big  Ad- 
dress on  his  shoulders  ?  I  have  thought  I  would  hke  to  try  the 
experiment,  after  out  Annual  Meeting,  and  would  the  more 
wilhngly  do  so  from  having  learned,  since  comiDg  hither,  that 

1  Ten  thousand  more  were  subsequently  added  (Lih.  13 :  63). 
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Chap.  II.    yowr  friend  is  *  mighUhj  popular  among  the  Iri$h  of  Lowell,^  thougli 

1842.        ^^  is  personally  unknown  to  almost  every  mother's  son  of  them. 

They  bave  probably  heard  of  his  '  blarney,'  let  off  in  their  be- 

The  production  of  this  ark  of  the  covenant  was  certainly 
jiin.  26-2'*,    among  the  thrilling  incidents  of  the  three  days  of  "  high- 
^  ii:'a3.' '    ■!■  led  feeling,  triumphant  enthusiasm,  and  complete  sat- 
isfaction," occupied  by  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massa- 
jan.  28.     chusetts  Socicty.    It  took  place  in  Paneuil  Hall,  before  a 
great  gathering,  in  which  one  seemed  to  discern  large 
Lii.  12: 18.    numbers  of  friendly  Irishmen  in  a  proper  state  of  excite- 
ment.    Mr.  Garrison,  who  presided,  read  the  Address  — 
J.  p.  Mil-    with  due  emphasis,  we   may  be  sure.    Colonel  Miller 
'T/aT^f''     spoke  to  it,  alleging  Irish  blood  in  bis  Vermont  veins, 
Bradburn,  confessing  himself  the  son  of  an  Irishman, 
moved  a  resolution  of  sympathy  with  Ireland,  then  in  the 
throes  of  the  Repeal  agitation,    James  Cannings  Fuller, 
an  actual  old-countryman,  told  how  he  "  stood  in  our 
Peb.  s.  1800.  Irish  House  of  Peers  when  Castlereagh  took  the  bribe  for 
the  betrayal  of  Ireland."    Wendell  Phillips,  with  only 
the  credentials  of  his  eloquence,  joined  in  what  (but  for 
its  sincerity)  might  be  called  the  "  blarney  "  of  the  oecar 
sion.    To  no  purpose,  so  far  as  the  immediate  object  was 
concerned.     On  February  27,  1842,  Mr.  Garrison  (whose 
Aaie.T-.-n.   Irish  descent  might  also  have  been  paraded)  wrote  to 
Anu.  a :  340.   Richard  "Webb  by  the  hand  of  Thomas  Davis : 

MS.  "  Our  meeting  in  Paneuil  Hall,  to  unroll  the  Irish  Address, 

with  its  sixty  thousand  signatures,  was  indescribably  enthusi- 
astic, and  has  produced  a  great  impression  on  the  publie  mind. 
I  am  sorry  to  add,  and  you  will  be  not  less  ashamed  to  bear, 
m.  12:27,    that  the  two  Irish  papers  in  Boston  sneer  at  the  Address,  and 
^  33-       denounce  it  and  the  abolitionists  in  true  pro-slavery  style.    I 
it*.  13:19,    fear  they  will  keep  the  great  mass  of  your  countrymen  hdre 
"*         from  uniting  with  us." 

Not  only  was  the  Irish  press  everywhere  unanimous  in 

this  attitude,  but  the  foremostCathoIic  prelate  in  the  land. 

La.  ia;43,    Bishop  Hughes  of  New  York,  impugned  the  genuineness 

^'"        of  the  Address,  and,  genuine  or  not,  declared  it  the  duty 
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of  every  naturalized  Irishmau  to  resist  and  repudiate  it    Chap 
with  indignatioii,  as  emanating  from  a  foreign  source.        ja* 
All  the  Irish  Repeal  associations  —  at  the  South  partic-    it*,  i; 
ularly  —  took  the  same  line,  with  exphcit  devotion  to  the      ^°' ' 
existing  "  institutions  "  of  their  adopted  eoimtry,  however 
much  they  might  deprecate  slavery  in  the  abstract.    In 
short,  the  Address  was  no  more  successful  than  we  can 
suppose  a  similar  one,  headed  by  Parnell  iu  these  days, 
would  be,  urging  the  Irish  to  abjure  the  "  spoils  system  " 
and  to  cling  to  the  civil-service  reformers.    At  a  second, 
widely  advertised  exhibition  of  the  Address  in  Boston  in 
April,  with  Bradbum  "  trying  the  experiment "  and  Phil- 
lips assisting,  hardly  any  Irish  were  ^sible  even  to  the   lh.  i 
eye  of  faith.    The  instinct  of  this,  the  lowest  class  of  the 
white  population  at  the  North,  taught  it  that  to  acknowl- 
edge the  brotherhood  of  the  negro  was  to  take  away  the 
sole  social  superiority  that  remained  to  it,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  forfeiture  of  its  political  opportunity  through  the 
Democratic  Party.     When  the  summer  heat  had  brought 
the  customary  tendency  to  popular  turbulence  in  this 
country,  the  Irish  rabble  of  Philadelphia  made  their  inar- 
ticulate, but  perfectly  intelligible,  reply  to  the  Address,  by  LH.  i 
murderous  rioting,  directed  in  the  first  instance  against  a     [^s. 
peaceable  colored  First  of  August  procession,  and  ending 
with  the  burning  of  a  "  Beneficial  HaU  "  built  for  moral 
purposes  by  one  of  the  more  prosperous  of  the  persecuted 
—  a  close  parallel  to  the  destruction  'of  Pennsylvania  Aat^, 
Hall.i 

The  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hail  (for  we  must  return  to  it) 
had  for  its  main  object  to  urge  abolition  iu  the  District   ^H- 
of  Columbia.    As  it  fell  to  Mr.  G-arrison  to  preside,  so 
to  him  was  intrusted  the  drawing  up  of  the  resolutions. 

1  For  mstance,  the  firemen  would  thiow  do  water  on  tie  hall  or  on  a  col- 
ored meeting-house  which  was  also  flred.  The  day  following  these  scenes 
(Aug.  3]  the  Grand  Jury  presented  as  anuisanoe  a  new  temperance  hall  for 
the  colored  people,  heoause  —  it  had  twice  been  fired ;  ajid  ordered  it  torn 
down  to  avoid  a  third  attempt !  (Lib.  13  :  126, 130,  133, 131, 138,  146.]  The 
only  Philadelphia  dergyiiaii  '"bo  made  this  shooting  outbreak  the  subject 
of  a  discourse  was  the  Unitarian  William  H.  ParneHS  fliib.  12 :  138|. 
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II.  These  asserted  once  more  the  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
i.  emment  over  the  District ;  noticed  the  insolent  exclusion 
of  memorials  on  this  subject  emanating  from  the  Legis- 
latures of  Massachusetts  and  Vermont;  and  (amid  im- 
meuse  applause)  returned  thanks  to  John  Quincy  Adams 
for  his  bold  and  indefatigable  advocacy  of  the  right  of 
petition.     The  following  may  uot  be  summarized : 

:  18.  "7.  Eesolved,  That  wheu  the  Senators  and  Kepresentatives  of 
this  Commonwealth,  in  Congress,  find  themselves  deprived  of 
the  Eberty  of  speech  on  its  floor,  and  prohibited  from  defend- 
ing the  right  of  their  eonstituenta  to  petition  that  body  in  a 
constitutional  manner,  they  ought  at  once  to  withdraw,  and 
retam  to  their  several  homes,  leaving  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts to  devise  such  ways  and  means  for  a  redress  of  their  griev- 
ances as  they  shall  deem  necessary.     (Applause.) 

"  8.  Resolved,  That  the  union  of  Liberty  and  Slavery,  in  one 
just  and  equal  comi>act,  is  that  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
God  or  man  to  achieve,  because  it  is  a  moral  impossibihty,  as 
much  as  the  peaceful  amalgamation  of  fire  and  gnnpowder ; 
and,  therefore,  the  American  Union  is  such  only  in  form,  but 
not  in  substance^ a  hoUow  mockery  instead  of  a  glorious 
reality.     (Applause.) 

"  9.  Kesolved,  That  if  the  South  be  madly  bent  npon  perpet- 
uating her  atrocious  slave  system,  and  thereby  destroying  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  striMng  down  the  rights 
of  Northern  citizens,  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the 
American  Union  will  be  dissolved  in  form  as  it  is  now  in  fact." 

At  the  moment  alike  when  these  resolutions  were  pre- 
:i8.    pared  and  were  "adopted  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote 
and  in  the  most  impressive  manner,"  it  is  clear  from 
internal  evidence  that  news  had  not  yet  been  received  of 
closely  related  proceedings  in  Congress.     That  body  had, 
as  usual,  at  its  opening,  in  Edmund  Quiney's  happy 
:3i.    phrase,  been  "resolved  into  a  national  Anti-Slavery  De- 
bating Society,  with  John  Quincy  Adams  as  leader";  the 
petitions  of  his  presenting  being  (also  as  usual)  flatly  not 
received,  or  the  question  of  their  reception  being  regu- 
:i3.    larly  laid  upon  the  table.     On  the  24th  of  January,  1842, 
however,  the  ex-President  offered  a  petition  from  Haver- 
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hiE,  Mass.,  praying  for  a  peaceable  dissolution  of  the     Chap.  ii, 
Uaion,    It  was  the  first  of  the  Mud  that  had  ever  reached        13^, 
Congress,  and,  curiously  enough,  it  did  not  proceed  from 
professed  abolitionists:  the  first  signer  was  a  Loeofoeo    Lib.iz-.^^. 
(alias  Democrat)  of  high  standing.    Nor  were  the  motives 
alleged  ostensibly  anti-slavery,  but  economic :  there  were, 
it  aflSrmed,  no  reciprocal  advantages  in  the  Union ;  the 
revenues  of  one  section  were  drained  "  to  sustain  the  views 
and  course  of  another  section,  without  any  adequate 
return."    Moreover,  Mr.  Adams  moved  the  reference  of 
the  petition  to  a  committee  vrith  instructions  to  report 
adversely.    What  followed,  therefore,  would  have  been 
in  the  highest  degree  extraordinary  but  for  the  Southern 
conseiousness  that  a  Northern  proposal  of  disunion  was 
deadly  to  slavery. 

Wise  of  Virginia,  with  a  Border  State  precipitancy,     HmryA. 
hotly  declared  that  the  person  who  presented  such  a  peti-  ""' 

tion  onght  to  be  censured,  and  his  colleague  GUmer  lost  Tkos.  w. 
no  time  in  making  a  motion  to  that  effect.  This  was 
superseded  on  the  following  day  by  resolutions  concocted  Lib.  12:  is, 
in  caucus,  and  presented  in  the  House  by  Marshall  of  tI'os^f. 
Kentucky  —  again  a  Border  State  taking  the  lead.  The  ^"'^^^i'- 
preamble  is  a  landmark  in  the  history  of  Southern  opin- 
ion of  the  sacredness  of  the  Union : 

"Whereas,  The  Federal  Constitution  is  a  permanent  form  of  Lib.  !a:i8. 
Government,  and  of  perpetual  obhgation  until  altered  or  modi- 
fled  in  the  modes  pointed  out  by  that  iustmnient,  and  the 
members  of  this  House,  deriving  their  political  character  aud 
poweis  from  the  same,  are  sworn  to  support  it,  aud  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  necessarily  implies  the  destruction  of  that 
instrument,  the  overthrow  of  the  American  Repubhe,  and  the 
estinction  of  our  national  existence.  A  proposition,  therefore, 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  people  to  dissolve  the  organic  law 
framed  by  their  constituents,  aud  to  support  which  they  are 
commanded  by  those  constituents  to  be  sworn,  before  they  can 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  the  political  powera  created  by 
it  and  intrusted  to  them,  is  a  bigh  breach  of  privilege,  a  eon- 
tempt  ofEered  to  this  House,  a  direct  proposition  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  each  member  of  it  to  commit  perjury,  and  involves 
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Chap.  II.    neeessarily,  in  its  esecution  and  its  eonsequences,  the  destruc- 
iBja         *''*°  ***  ^^"^  country  and  the  crime  of  high  treason," 

Lii.  12 :  i8.  The  final  therefore  of  this  tremendous  ratiocination  was 
that  Adams  ought  to  he  expelled;  but  rather  let  the 
House  censure  him  most  severely,  and  turn  him  over  to 
his  own  conscience  and  the  indignation  of  the  American 
people.  It  was  all  the  worse,  said  Marshall,  in  remarks 
of  the  same  calibre  with  his  resolutions,  that  Mr.  Adams 
had  asked  for  a  committee  to  report  against  the  petition 
for  disunion,  since  this  implied  that  the  proposition  was 
entertainahle.  The  venerable  object  of  this  child's-play 
declined  to  make  any  reply  till  the  censure  should  be 
voted;  but  he  had  the  clerk  read  the  first  two  paragraphs 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  enforcing  the  right 
and  duty  to  alter  or  abolish  forms  of  government  which 
had  become  intolerably  oppressive.  He  desired  to  tell  the 
petitioners  that  it  was  not  yet  time  to  adopt  this  mode  for 
the  redress  of  their  grievances  of  the  past  ten  years,  though 
he  stood  ready  to  prove,  by  a  review  of  the  recent  atti- 
Anie^pp,  tude  of  Certain  Southern  States  toward  certain  Northern, 
31. 32-  (1  ^  settled  system  and  purpose,"  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
"  to  destroy  all  the  principles  of  civil  liberty  in  the  free 
States,  not  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  their  institutions 
within  their  own  limits,  hut  to  force  their  detested  princi- 
ples of  slavery  into  all  the  free  States."  "If,"  he  contin- 
ued, "  the  right  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury  are  to  be  taken  away  by  this  coalition  of  the  South- 
ern slaveholders  and  the  Northern  Democracy,  it  was 
time  for  the  Northern  people  to  see  if  they  could  not 
shake  it  oflE;  and  it  was  time  to  present  petitions  such  as 
he  had  done."  He  repeated,  it  was  not  time  to  resort  to 
disunion  till  other  means  had  been  tried, 

Lib.  12:27.  The  attempt  at  censure  failed  on  a  direct  vote  (by  106 
to  93),  but  at  the  North  it  excited  indignation  where  it 
did  not  provoke  laughter,  and  increased  the  disposition 

Lib.  13:34.  i°  that  section  to  "  calculate  the  value  of  the  Union,"  and 
to  murmur  what  "Webster  termed  those  "  words  of  delu- 


J  by  Google 


^T.  37.]  THE   IRISH   ADDRESS.  49 

sion  and  folly,  'Liberty  first  and  Union  afterwards.'"    ■idipeeihm 
The  Southern  colleagues  of  Mr.  Adams  on  the  Committee   luit^,"^, 
on  Foreign  AfEairs,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  withdrew,     '^'  ^^^o- 
and  stmdry  other  Southern  members  refused  to  take  their 
places — "the  precursor  of  great  and  important  changes 
which  are  near  at  hand,"  as  Mr.  Garrison  judged.   "Noth-   z;^.  12:31. 
ing  can  prevent  the  dissolution  of  the  Araericau  Union 
but  the  abolition  of  slavery." 

This  conviction  had  now  complete  possession  of  him, 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  6-  W.  Benson  at  2^orthampton,  Mass. 

Boston,  March  22, 1842.  MS. 

If  all  be  well  (and,  so  mutable  are  all  thiuga  here  below,  we 
can  promise  nothing  as  to  the  future  without  preflsjng;  an  if),  I 
shall  go  to  Albany  about  the  21st  of  April,  ia  company  with 
C.  L.  Remoud,  to  attend  an  anti-slavery  convention  which  our 
friends  intend  to  get  up  in  that  city,  with  special  reference  to 
the  Irish  Address.^  We  shall  carry  that  Address  along  with  us. 
There  is  a  pretty  lai^e  Irish  population  in  Albany,  and  an 
Irish  Repeal  Association ;  but  the  Argus  has  had  the  efErontery 
and  folly  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  Address,  and,  of  course, 
a  meeting  called  with  especial  reference  to  it  wih  be  pretty  sure 
to  be  well  attended,  and  to  create  a  wholesome  excitement.  In 
going  or  returning,  I  shall  endeavor  to  visit  Northampton 
(most  probably  on  returning),  and,  if  practicable,  make  Re- 
mond  accompany  me.  I  intend,  i£  I  can,  to  add  Wendell  Phil- 
lips to  oar  company.  So,  yon  may  make  your  arrangements, 
at  your  leisure,  for  at  least  one  "  iuceudiary  "  meeting  in  your 
pl.oe. 

Do  not  forget  to  suggest  to  my  friend  Child  the  importance  of  d.  L.  Child, 
preparing,  without  delay,  a  stirring  Address  to  the  friends  of      '"offke'^ 
the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  m-ging  them  to  take  prompt     Standard. 
and  effectual  measures  to  insure  a  full  attendance  at  the  ap- 
proaehing  anniversary,  from  all  parts  of  the  free  States ;  and 
setting  forth,  in  strong  terms,  the  necessity  of  a  large  repre- 
sentation on  the  occasion.    For  my  own  part,  I  avow  myself 
to  be  both  an  Irish  Repealer  and  an  American  Repealer.    I  go 
for  the  repeal  of  the  union  between  England  and  Ireland,  and 
for  the  repeal  of  the  union  between  the  North  and  the  South. 
1  TMb  trip  did  not  take  place. 

Vol.  in.— 4 
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We  mast  dissolve  all  conneadoii  with  those  murderers  of  fathers, 
and  murderers  of  mothers,  and  murderers  of  liberty,  and  traf- 
fickers in  humtbn  flesh,  and  blasphemers  against  the  Almighty, 
at  the  South.  What  have  we  in  common  with  them  ?  What 
have  we  gained,  what  have  we  not  lost,  by  our  allianee  with 
them  ?  Are  not  their  principles,  their  pursuits,  their  policies, 
their  interests,  their  designs,  their  feelings,  utterly  diverse 
from  ours?  Why,  then,  be  subject  to  their  dominion  1  Why 
not  have  the  Union  dissolved  in  form,  as  it  is  ia  fact — espe- 
cially if  the  form  gives  ample  protection  to  the  slave  system, 
by  securing  for  it  all  the  physical  forco  of  the  North?  It  is 
not  treason  against  the  cause  of  liberty  to  cry,  "  Down  with 
every  slaveholding  Union ! "  Therefore,  I  raise  that  cry !  And, 
0,  that  I  had  a  voice  louder  than  a  thousand  thunders,  that  it 
m^ht  shake  the  land  and  electrify  the  dead — the  dead  in  sin, 
I  mean  —those  slain  by  the  hand  of  slavery. 

How  marvellously  Providence  works !  The  Irish  Address,  I 
trust,  is  to  be  the  means  of  breaking  up  a  stupendous  con- 
spiracy, which  I  believe  is  going  on  between  the  leading  Irish 
demagogues,  the  leading  pseudo-Democrats,  and  the  Southern 
slaveholders.  Mark  three  things.  First  —  The  Irish  population 
among  us  is  nearly  all  "Democratic."  Second  —  The  Demo- 
cratic party  is  openly  and  avowedly  the  defender  and  upholder 
of  the  "peculiar  institution"  of  slavery.  Thirds  The  cry  in 
favor  of  Irish  Repeal  is  now  raised  extensively  throughout  the 
South,  and  sustained  by  the  leading  Democratic  journals — and 
why?  To  secure  the  aid  of  the  Irish  voters  on  the  side  of 
slavery,  and  to  bring  their  united  strength  to  bear  against  the 
anti-slavery  enterprise.^  Also,  if  possible,  by  sending  over  do- 
nations to  Ireland,  to  stop  O'Connell's  mouth  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  and  to  prevent  anymore  "  interference"  on  that  point, 
from  that  side  of  the  Atlantic !  Hence,  I  observe,  at  the  Repeal 
meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  resolutions  and  decla- 
rations which  amount  to  sacred  pledges, that  these  "  repealers" 
will  stand  by  Southern  institutions  at  all  hazards !  Now,  by 
the  Address,  which  will  cause  every  toad  to  start  up  into  a  devil 
as  soon  as  he  is  touched,  we  shall  be  able  to  probe  this  matter 
to  the  bottom.  If  O'Connell  and  our  Mends  in  Ireland  remain 
true  to  us,  and  renew  their  spirited  attacks  upon  American 

1  More  particularly  — Ur  insure  tbe  Southern  control  o(  the  neit  Admin- 
istration in  the  intereat  of  Tesan  annexatiOD.  The  mftrked  increase  in  tie 
Irish  immigration  now  first  began  to  have  a  Federal  political  s: 
as  would  abundantly  appear  i     '     ~ 
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slavery,  and  ery  out  against  this  unholy  and  frightful  league    chap.  II. 
between  Southern  slave-drivers  and  his  countrymen  in  America,        ^^^ 
then  it  will  put  down  at  the  South  this  pretended  sympathy  for 
Ireland,  and  be  the  means  of  advancing  our  movement  still 
more  rapidly. 

In  this  week's  Liberator,  I  shall  publish  copious  extracts  from    Lid.  12 :  45, 
O'Connell's  speeches,  for  the  last  tea  years,  against  American       ■^^'  ''^' 
They  will  scathe  like  hghtning,  and  smite  like  thun- 
.    No  man  in  the  wide  world  has  spoken  so  strongly 
against  the  soul-drivers  of  this  land  as  O'ConneU. 

Is  it  not  heart-cheering  to  know  that  the  British  Government    Zi*.  12:43. 
will  not  give  up  the  slaves  of  the  Creole  f  ' 

1  This  aetioQ,  and  the  flsed  acti-elavery  policy  of  the  British  nation, 
acooant  snffieiently  for  Southern  sympathy  witi  Irish  rBvolt,  apart  from 
ttie  political  interest  insisted  on  (and  correctly)  by  Mr.  Garrison.  And, 
ifite  vena,  England's  anti-slavery  professions  became  one  more  count  in  the 
Irish-Americaii  indictment  of  her.  (See  the  Irish  Catholic  Boston  Pilot'a 
article,  "The  PoKcy  of  England  — Abolitionism,"  copied  in  XAb.  12:  41.J 
The  case  of  the  Creole  was  this.  The  brig,  of  Eiehmond,  left  Norfolk  on 
Oct.  30,  1841,  for  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco  and  slaves,  to  Hie 
nnmber  of  135.  On  the  night  of  November  7  the  blacis  rose  and  took  pos- 
session o£  the  vessel,  killing  the  second  mate  in  the  m614e,  and  wounding 
those  who  resiafed,  hut  otherwise  acting  humanely.  Tbey  thee  had  the 
course  turned  towards  Nassau,  in  the  British  island  of  New  Providence, 
where  they  arrived  Nov.  9.  Nineteen  of  the  ringleaders  (including  one 
Pompej  Garrison)  were  arrested  and  held  for  mutiny  and  murder,  the  rest 
set  free  (Lib.  11 :  206,  310 ;  13 :  34, 37).  All  efforts  to  secure  the  estradition 
of  the  prisoners,  or  of  their  feUow-siaves,  or  to  obtain  indemnity  from  Great 
Britain,  were  fudle,  and  the  mutineers  were  nltimately  discharged  flAb. 
12 :  42).  Webster,  aa  Seeretwy  o(  State,  conducted  the  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence through  Edward  Everett  at  the  court  of  St.  James  (lab.  12 : 
34),  prostitoting  his  intellect  in  support  cit  the  Government's  right  "to 
demand  from  the  whole  human  race  respect  to  the  municipal  law  of  South- 
em  slavery"— to  use  Channlng's  words  in  review  of  Webster,  in  his  pam- 
phlet on  the  '  Duty  of  the  Free  States '  (Mb.  12 :  55,  57,  61,  65, 105).  In  the 
Senate,  Calhoun  led  the  furious  Southern  clamor  for  reparation  or  war 
(Lib.  11 :  3H ;  12 :  10).  In  the  House,  Joshua  B,  Giddings  stood  for  the 
North  in  manly  resolutions  denying  any  offence  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  on  the  part  of  the  CrMis  mutineers,  or  any  Constitutional 
right  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pnrsue  them,  or  to  strengthen  the 
coastwise  slave-trade  —  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  proposed  to  do  by  a  gun- 
boat patrol  fii6.  12;  30,  31),  and  denouncing  these  proceedings  as  a  national 
disgrace  fLib.  12 :  50).  This  ■'  Britiah  BTgument,  and  approximation  to  a 
treasonable  view  of  the  subject,"  as  Caleb  Cashing  called  it,  nearly  led  to 
summary  violence  being  eieouted  upon  Mr,  Giddings  by  Southern  col- 
leagues. Without  allowing  him  to  be  heard  in  self-defence,  the  House 
incontinently  censured  him  by  a  vote  of  125  to  69,  and  he  resigned  his  seat, 
Buceessfully  appealing  to  his  constituents  for  a  reelection  (Lib.  12  ;  69,  75 ; 
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A  month  after  the  date  of  the  above  letter,  Mr.  Gani- 
aon  addressed  his  readers  on  the  subject  of  the  approacli- 
ing  anniversary  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  at 
New  York.  It  was  time,  he  said,  that  milk  should  give 
place  to  meat;  and,  enumerating  questions  of  policy 
not  definitely  settled,  he  placed  first  in  importance  "  the 
duty  of  making  the  REPEAL  OF  THE  UNION  between 
the  North  and  the  South  the  graud  rallying-point  until  it 
be  accomplished,  or  slavery  eeaso  to  pollute  our  soil.  "We 
are  for  throwing  all  the  means,  energies,  actions,  purposes, 
and  appliances  of  the  genuine  friends  of  liberty  and 
republicanism  into  this  one  channel,  and  for  measuring 
the  humanity,  patriotism,  and  piety  of  every  man  by  this 
one  standard.  This  question  can  no  longer  be  avoided, 
and  a  right  decision  of  it  will  settle  the  controversy 
between  freedom  and  slavery." 

The  vital  force  of  this  programme  was  at  once  mani- 
fested by  the  eagerness  with  which  the  pro-slavery  press 
of  New  York  city  copied  the  article,  and  used  it  to  invoke 
mob  violence  against  the  abolition  assembly.  Mr.  Garri- 
son returned  to  the  subject  a  fortnight  later,  disclaiming 
for  the  American  Society  any  responsibility  for  his  indi- 
vidual utterances,  but  attacking  anew  the  national  idolatry 
for  the  Union : 

"  We  afflrm  that  the  Union  is  not  of  heaven.  It  is  founded 
in  unrighteousness,  and  cemented  with  blood.  It  is  the  work 
of  men's  hands,  and  they  worship  the  idol  which  they  have 
made.  It  is  a  horrible  mockery  of  freedom.  In  all  its  parts 
and  proportions  it  is  misshapen,  ineoi^^ruous,  unnatural.  The 
message  of  the  prophet  to  the  people  in  Jerusalem  describes  the 
esact  character  of  our  '  repubhcan '  compact  : 

' ' '  Hear  tha  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  scornful  men  that  rule  this  people. 
Because  ye  have  said.  We  have  made  a  eorenant  wltb  dBaIB,  and  wltb 
vr.j.t.  are  we  at  agreeraoDt;  when  the  OTcrflowiag  scourge  shall  paas 

and  pp.  I17-J2i  of  Buell's  '  Life  of  Qlddings ').  J.  Q.  Adama  would  have 
Toted  aghast  Olddtnga'a  first  and  second  resolutions,  allemng  the  slaye 
States  an  eiolusive  control  over  slayery  in  their  own  borders.  He  affirmed 
once  more  the  power  of  the  general  government  to  abolish  slavery  ia  case 
of  insurrection  or  civil  viai  (Idb.  12;  85,  andante,  2:  75). 


J  by  Google 


mt.37.]  the  ieish  ADDBESS. 

througli,  it  shall  not  eome  unto  as :  for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and    Chap. 
under  pai«khooo  have  we  Md  ourselves  ;  Therefore  thus  Baith  the  Lori)  ~ 

8od,  Judgment  will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and  righteonsnesa  to  the  plummet : 
and  the  hail  shall  sweep  away  the  kefuob  op  mks,  and  the  waters  shall 
OTSrflow  the  hiding-place.  And  your  covenant  with  deIth  shall  6fi  annuUed, 
and  your  agreement  with  heli,  shall  not  stand ,-  when  the  overflowing 
scourge  shall  passthrongh,  then  shall  ye  be  troddeu  down  hy  it.' 

"Another  message  of  the  same  inspired  prophet  is  equally 
applicable : 

"  'Thus  sajth  the  Holy  One  o£  Israel,  Beeaoae  ye  despise  this  word,  and  /la.  ; 
trust  In  oppression  and  peryerseneas,  and  stay  thereon :  Therefore,  this  '^' 
iniquity  shall  be  to  you  as  aln'eaehready  to  fail,  swelling  out  inahigh  wal!, 
vfhoBe  breaking  cometh  suddenly,  AT  AN  I7f  stant.  And  he  shall  break  it  as  the 
breaking  of  a  potter's  vessel  that  la  broken  to  pieces ;  he  shall  not  spare :  so 
that  there  shall  not  be  found,  in  the  bursting  of  it,  a  sherd  to  take  fl.re  from 
the  hearth,  or  to  take  water  withal  out  of  the  pit.' 

"  Slavery  is  a  eombination  of  death  and  heli.,  and  with 
it  the  North  have  made  a  covenant  and  are  at  agreement. 
As  an  elemetit  of  the  Government  it  is  omnipotent,  omniscient, 
omnipresent.  As  a  oomponent  part  of  the  Union,  it  is  neces- 
sarily a  national  interest.  Divorced  from  Northern  protection, 
it  dies ;  Tvith  that  protection,  it  enlai^es  its  boundaries,  multi- 
plies its  victims,  and  extends  its  ravages." 

In  the  same  number  of  the  Liberator  the  editor  printed 
■with  "  unfeigned  surprise,  deep  mortification,  and  extreme 
regret,"  a  circular  addressed  to  the  press  of  New- York  hy 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Society,  and 
signed  by  James  S.  Gibbons  and  Lydia  Maria  Child. 
They  regretted  that  the  lAberator  articles  on  disunion  zi*.  i; 
had  been  "  so  construed  as  to  commit  the  Society,  in  the 
public  view,  in  favor  of  an  object  whicli  appears  to  them 
entirely  foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  organ- 
ized, viz..  Dissolution  of  the  Union."  The  Committee 
had  not  authorized  the  reports  that  disunion  would,  at 
the  next  anniversary,  be  made  a  prominent  feature  of 
the  8ociety!a  operations.  It  was  no  part  of  the  object 
of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  to  promote  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  —  a  measure  which  the  Com- 
mittee, by  implication,  condemned  as  not  "  strictly  con- 
sistent with  morality  and  the  rights  of  citizenship." 
While,  however,  the  Society  stood  uncommitted  as  to 


J  by  Google 


54  "WILLIAM  LLOYD   GAKRISON.  [^t.37. 

Chap.  ii.    its  deliberations,  and  would  not  be  bonnd  by  the  previ- 

1842,        ously  expressed  opinions  of  any  of  its  members,  neither 

would  it  be  deterred  from  taking  action  for  itself  by  any 

threats  of  violence.! 

Mrs.  Child's  opposition  was  unexpected,  for,  only  a  few 

Lib.  12:34,  weeks  before,  she  had  stated  in  the  Statidard  her  convic- 
tion, of  two  years'  standing,  that  disunion  was  the  only 
way  out  of  Northern  complicity  with  slavery.     There- 

Mrs.  Chap-   upon  shc  was  not  surprised  when  a  friend,  writing  from 

""^         Boston,  informed  her:  "We  launch,  this  campaign,  the 

great  question  of  repeal  of  the  Union,  and  mean  to  carry 

ii*.  12:57.  it  through  the  Commonwealth."  A  little  later  she  re- 
peated her  own  readiness  for  the  doctrine,  though  she 

£;■*.  12:73.  deprecated  making  a  test  question  of  it,  as  did  J,  S. 
Gibbons. 

With  characteristic  delicacy,  Mr.  Garrison  decided  to 
absent  himself  (for  the  first  time)  from  the  anniversary 
of  the  American  Society.     PubUe  announcement  of  his 

Li».  13:75.  intention  was  made  in  the  lAberator  of  May  13,  on  which 
date  he  wrote  as  foUows  to  his  brother-in-law : 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  6.  W.  Benson. 

MS.  Boston,  May  13, 1842. 

You  will  see,  by  the  Liberator  of  to-day,  that  I  did  not  go  to 
New  York,  and  the  rea,son§  why  I  remained  at  home.  I  re- 
gretted to  be  absent  from  the  meeting  on  account  of  the  stormy 
aspect  of  things,  created  by  the  diaboham  of  the  New  York 
daily  presa;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  position  ia 
which  I  stood  to  the  Executive  Com.mittee,  by  their  unfortu- 
nate disclaimer,  I  deemed  it  very  important  that  the  action  of 

1  These  newspaper  threats  were  immediaf«lr  reSnforced  by  the  charge 
of  Ju^e  Mordecdi  MBnnel  Noah,  ot  the  New  York  Court  of  Seasiona, 
to  the  Grand  Jray,  to  wit:  that  If,  in  spite  of  the  above  circular  dis- 
claimer, the  eonvontion  should  actually  attempt  to  diacuaa  ' '  a  project 
embracing  a  dissolution  of  our  happy  form  of  govemment"  (which  dis- 
cnssion  "would  evideotly  tend  to  a  disastrous  breach  of  the  public 
peace " ),  it  would  be  their  duty  to  indict  the  agitators  (Zib.  13 :  71). 
The  Court  meant  to  convince  "any  body  of  men  making  this  city  the 
theatre  of  their  deliberations,  that  their  objects  and  intentions  must  be 
strictly  legal,  rational,  and  justifiable." 
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tlie  American  Sociefy,  at  its  present  anniversary,  should  be  en-  C 
tirely  unbiassed  by  anything  that  I  might  say  or  do ;  so  that  it 
might  appear,  beyond  all  cavil,  that  the  Society  marked  out  its 
own  course,  and  came  to  its  own  conclusions,  without  any  aid 
from  me.  I  hear  that  the  meetings  are  proceeding  in  a  very 
quiet  manner,  and  that  none  of  the  sons  of  Belial  have  raUied 
either  to  molest  or  make  afraid.  The  great  question  of  a  re- 
peal of  the  Union  has  been  boldly  and  earnestly  discussed ;  but 
I  do  not  know  how  the  debate  terminated.  To-morrow  morn- 
ing, aU  our  Eastern  delegates  will  return  — ■  about  250  of  whom 
went  on  in  the  Mohegan,  via  Stonington — and  then  all  the  par- 
tioulars  will  be  made  known.  I  have  not  at  any  time  sapposed 
that  a  majority  of  old  oi^anizationists  are  prepared  openly  to 
go  for  repeal ;  for  the  question  is  one  of  recent  agitation,  and 
should  be  carefully  examined  before  a  verdict  is  made  up, 
either  pro  or  con.  Yet  I  have  no  doubt  whatever,  that,  in  the 
progress  of  the  discussion,  aU  who  mean  to  be  consistent,  un- 
compromising abolitionists  will  ere  long  be  found  on  the  side 
of  repeal. 

As  for  the  disclaimer  of  our  New  York  friends,  I  am  sorry  it 
was  made  ;  not  only  as  it  took  a  false  position,  but  as  it  was 
extorted  under  circiunstances  that  seemed  to  indicate  a  laek  of 
self-possession,  and  an  improper  dread  of  mobocratic  violence. 
It  was  certainly  an  error  of  judgment;  but  how  difEerent  is  this 
from  a  dereliction  of  principle !  It  need  not,  and  will  not,  I 
trust,  create  any  breach  of  friendship,  or  lead  to  personal  alien- 
ation, in  any  quarter. 

For  the  annual  meeting  itself  Mr.  Garrison  had  pre- 
pared a  letter  of  lite  tenor  with  the  foregoing : 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  the  ExeeuUve  Gommiitee  of  the 
American  AnU-Slavery  Society. 

Boston,  May  9, 1842, 
Deak  Fkiends  :  After  much  reflection,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  not  to  be  present  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Parent 
Society  in  New  York.  The  motives  which  induced  me  to  forego 
the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  on  that  interesting  and  impor- 
tant occasion,  I  trust  will  be  accurately  understood  and  duly 
appreciated.  In  a  recent  number  of  the  lAberalw,  I  ventured  to 
state  (not  with  the  intention  of  committing  the  Society  to  any 
definite  course  of  action,  but  merely  on  my  own  responsibility), 
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tliat  among  the  topics  that  would  undoabtedly  be  presented  for 
discussion  at  the  meeting  in  New  York,  would  be  the  subject  of 
a  repeal  of  the  Union  between  the  North  and  the  South  —  or,  in 
other  words,  between  liberty  and  slavery  —  in  order  that  the 
people  of  the  North  might  be  induced  to  reflect  upon  their 
debasement,  guilt,  and  danger  in  continuing  in  partnership  with 
heaven-daring  oppressors,  and  thus  be  led  to  repentance.  In 
behalf  of  the  Society,  you  have  deemed  it  both  necessary  and 
proper  publicly  to  disclaim  any  such  purpose ;  and  hare  led 
the  country  to  infer,  not  only  that  no  such  topic  will  be  intro- 
duced, but  that  ita  discussion  would  be  foreign  to  the  object  of 
the  anti -slavery  enterprise  —  that  it  does  not  legitimately  come 
within  the  constitutional  sphere  of  the  Society.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  am  most  anxious  that  a  free  and  unbiassed 
opinion  should  be  expressed  by  the  Society  on  this  point,  and 
that  every  appearance  of  personal  anxiety  on  my  part,  as  to  its 
decision,  should  be  avoided,  I  am  determined  not  to  allow  it 
to  be  said  that  the  Society  was  influenced  by  my  presence  and 
activity  to  reverse  the  position  of  its  Executive  Committee  —  to 
disclaim  the  disclaimer  —  and  to  occupy  new  and  nntenable 
ground  in  relation  to  this  great  question  of  repeal.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  remain  at  home.  I  think  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee have  seriously  erred  in  judgment,  but  I  do  not  esteem 
them  any  the  less,  and  am  as  ready  to  give  them  my  hearty 
cooperation  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery  as  at  any  previous 
period  of  my  liEe.  A  difference  of  opinion  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  principle  are  heaven-wide  from  each  other.  Of  the 
latter,  I  do  not  beheve  the  Committee  will  ever  be  guilty.  I 
hope  nothing  will  be  done  hastily,  unlrintUy,  or  rashly ;  and 
that  the  blessings  of  the  Almighty  will  be  with  you  all. 

With  unabated  regard,  I  remain,  yours,  to  the  end  of  the 
conflict, 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison. 

Meanwhile,  the  Liberator  hoisted  its  flag  in  the  shape 
of  a  deciaration  first  placed  at  the  head  of  the  editorial 
column  on  May  13, 1842,  and  kept  standing  there  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year : 

EP  A  KEPEAI.  OP  THE  UNION  BETWEEN  NORTSBEN  LIBBETT 
AND  SOtlTHEBN  SLAVERY  IS  ESSENTIAL  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 
THE  ONE  AND  THE  PRESERVATION  OV  THE  OTHER..^] 
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The  New  York  meeting  proved  to  be  ready  not  only  to   Mayio- 
discuss  disunion,  but  to  adopt  unanimously  a  resolution        ^  ^' 
involving  a  modified  form  of  it,  in  tliese  words  —  "That    i»,  12: 
the  Constitution  of  the  Union  ought  to  be  altered  so 
as  to  prevent  the  national  Government  from  sustain- 
ing slavery,  as  well  as  from  requiring  the  people  of  the 
several  States  to  sustain  it."^    On  the  naked  issue  as 
presented  by  Mr.  Garrison  in  the  Liberator,  the  meeting 
showed  a  divergence  of  opinion.     The  first  resolution 
offered  was  in  the  negative : 

"Eesolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  people  of  the  Northern  Lib. 12- 
States  have  been  guilty,  jointly  with  the  South,  of  enslaving 
men ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  people  of  the  Northern  States  in 
general,  nor  even  the  mass  of  abolitionists,  have  ever  petitioned 
for  the  abrogation  of  the  slaveholding  features  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  proved  that  such  petitioas,  if  supported  by  the  free 
States,  would  be  unsuccessful,  therefore  we  see  no  reasonable 
ground,  at  this  time,  for  asking  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union." 

A  substitute,  moved  by  Henry  C.  Wright  and  seconded 
by  Edmund  Quincy,  read  as  follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  provisions  of  the  United  States  Consti-  Lib.  12 
tutiou  in  relation  to  slavery,  and  the  history  of  our  Government, 
which  shows  that  free  and  slave  Institutions  cannot  exist  dis- 
tinct and  independent  under  the  same  Coastitntion,  both  prove 
that  fidelity  to  our  principles  as  abolitionists,  and  to  the  cause 
of  human  rights,  imperatively  demands  the  dissolution  of  the 
American  Union." 

The  long  aud  animated  debate  which  ensued,  and  in 
which  we  remark  Wendell  Phillips  and  Abby  Kelley 
among  the  advocates  of  the  Garrisonian  doctrine,  showed  Lib.  la 
a  decided  majority  in  its  favor,  but  no  action  was  deemed 
advisable,  and  no  vote  was  attempted.  Many  of  the  par- 
ticipants returned  to  renew  the  discussion  at  the  New 
England  Convention  in  Boston.     Henry  C.  Wright  was   Maya 

1S4; 

1  Compare  Chiumiag's  proposed  "  modifying  of  the  OoDstitutioD  so  as  to 
release  the  free  States  from  all  action  on  alaTSiy,"  and  "  disBolvjng  wholly 
the  connection  hetween  slavery  and  our  national  concerns,"  in  Ms  pamphlet 
on  the  '  Buty  of  the  Free  States '  (Lib.  12 :  93). 
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Chap.  II.    ready  with  fresh  resolutions,  offered  on  hehalf  of  the 
1842.       business  committee : 

Lii.  isiS?.  "Resolved,  That  the  principles  of  anti-slavery  forMd  ns,  as 
abolitionists,  to  continue  in  the  American  Union,  or  to  swear  to 
support  the  Federal  Constitution  .1 

"  Resolved,  That  so  loi^  as  the  South  persists  in  slaveholding, 
abolitionists  are  bound  to  persist  in  urging  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  'to  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  hberty 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity.' " 

One  may  still,  with  Edmund  Quincy,  prefer  this  axio- 
matic formula  to  the  more  extended  display  of  motives 
which  Mr.  Garrison  thought  proper  in  the  following 
resolves  from  his  pen,  introduced  also  through  the  busi- 
ness committee.  They  had  originally  been  prepared  for 
Lii.  12 :  30.    the  Essex  County  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  February,  1842 : 

Zi*.  [2:87.  "Whereas,  the  esistenee  of  slavery  is  incompatible  with  the 
enjoyment  of  hberty  in  any  country ; 

"  And  whereas,  it  is  morally  and  politically  impossible  for  a 
just  or  equal  union  to  exist  between  Liberty  and  Slavery  ; 

"  And  whereas,  in  the  adoption  of  the  American  Constitution 
and  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Gk>vernmeot,  a  guilty  and 
fatal  compromise  was  made  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
by  which  slavery  has  been  nourished,  protected,  and  enlarged 
up  to  the  present  hour,  to  the  impoverishment  and  disgrace  of 
the  natioH,  the  saeriflee  of  civil  and  reHgious  freedom,  and  the 
crucifixion  of  humanity ; 

"  And  whereas,  the  South  mates  even  moral  opposition  to  her 
slave  system  a  heinous  crime,  and  avows  her  determination  to 
perpetuate  that  system  at  all  hazards,  and  under  all  circimi- 
stanees ; 

"And  whereas,  the  right  of  petition  has  been  repeatedly 

1  "There  ia,"  writes  H.  C.  Wright  to  Mr.  Garrison  from  PhiladelpMa, 
Sept.  4, 1340  (MS.),  "  B  short  (M>mmum«»tion  in  the  Preeman  of  yesterday, 
signed  J.  D.  (Joshua  Duogan),  Bucks  County.  A  leading  aboliHonlst  of 
the  Co.,  whowa.ifor  a  time  carried  oflf  with  New  Organisers  at  N.  Y.  Now 
In  his  right  mind.  He  take.'i  the  ground  that  no  true-hearted  abolitionist 
can  consistently  hold  the  ofBce  of  President,  because  he  must  swear  to 
support  slavery,  to  put  down  dy  arms  and  blood  every  attempt  of  the 
slave  to  gain  his  hberty  as  our  fathers  gained  theirs.  What  do  yon  say 
to  this?" 
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cloven  down  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  and  is  no  longer  en- 
joyed by  the  people  o(  the  free  States  —  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  the  press  is  not  tolerated  in  one-half  of  the  Union —  and 
they  who  advocate  the  cause  of  universal  emancipation  are 
regarded  and  treated  as  outlaws  by  the  South ; 

' '  And  whereas,  by  a  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
tlie  United  States,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  denied  to  such  of 
the  people  of  the  free  States  as  shall  be  claimed  as  goods  and 
chattels  by  Southern  taskmasters,^  and  slavery  is  declared  to  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  from  which  decision  there  is  no 
appeal  to  any  higher  judicatory,  eseept  to  the  people  on  the 
ground  of  revolutiouary  necessity  ; 

"  And  whereas,  to  reverence  justice,  to  cherish  hberty,  and 
to  promote  righteousness,  are  the  primary  duties  of  every 
people,  from  the  performance  of  which  they  cannot  innocently 
escape  by  any  compact  or  form  of  government ;  therefore, 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  consequences  of  doing  right  must 
ever  be  more  safe  and  beneficial  than  those  of  doing  wrong ; 
and  that  the  worst  thing  Liberty  can  do  is  to  unite  with 
Slavery,  and  the  beat  thing  is  to  withdraw  from  the  embraces 
of  the  monster. 

1  Case  of  Pri^  againet  tlie  Coromoawealth  of  Pennsylvania  (Jjib.  12 :  38, 
39,  41, 174, 175 ;  13 :  3, 37).  The  Court  held  that.  Tinder  tiie  Conatitution, 
Congress  had  exclusive  jurisdietion  in  the  matter  of  fugitiTe  alaves ;  that 
State  legislation  was  prohibited  unless  in  did  of  the  Constitotional  prori- 
sioQ !  that  this  provision  was  operative  of  itself,  and  required  do  Con- 
gressional legislation  to  give  effect  to  it.  ' '  The  enormity  of  this  decision 
ot  the  Supreme  Court,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  (La>.  13:33),  "cannot  be 
es:liiblted  in  words.  It  Is  in  vain  for  any  man  to  pretend  thai  it  is  a  correct 
espositioii  either  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  or  the  intent  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. /(  is  Tiot  lav>  —  for  the  entire  system  of  slavery  Is  at  war  with  the 
rights  of  man,  with  law  which  '  finds  its  seat  in  the  bosom  of  God,'  with 
every  dictate  ot  humanity,  and  with  all  the  principles  of  republicanism.  It 
is  to  be  spit  upon,  hooted  at,  trampled  In  the  dust,  resolutely  and  opeoly,  at 
all  hazards,  by  every  one  who  claims  to  be  a  mau,  and  lu  whose  bosom 
remains  a  spark  of  the  fire  of  liberty.  The  people  of  Massachusetts  will 
scorn  to  regard  it.  The  soil  of  Masaachtisetts  shall  be  consecrated  ground, 
and  the  victim  of  oppression  who  flies  to  it  for  shelter  .  .  .  SHALL 
BE  FEEE ! "  It  is  easy  to  see  what  effect  this  uuliraited  license  to  kidnap- 
pers (in  which  the  Massaohnsetts  Justice,  Joseph  Story,  ooaeurred)  had  in 
determining  Mr.  Garrison  and  his  followers  to  repudiate  once  for  all  a 
Union  thus  givan  over  to  the  dominion  of  slaveholders.  The  Court's 
admisaion  that  States  might  prohibit  their  own  magistrates  from  assisting 
in  the  eieoution  ot  the  law,  was  destined  to  furnish  a  basis  for  such  legis- 
lation in  many  Northern  States,  e,  g.,  the  Massachusetts  Personal  Liberty 
Law  of  March  24,  1843  (UT>.  23 ;  68,  74). 
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Chap.  II.        "  2.   Resolved,   That  the  Ameriean  Tlnion  is,  and  ever  has 

isla        heea  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  a  rope  of  sand  (ao 

far  as  the  North  ia  concerned),  and  a  concentration  of  the 

physical  force  of  the  natioa  to  destroy  liberty  and  to  uphold 

slavery. 

"  3.  Kesolved,  That  the  safety,  prosperity,  and  perpetuity  of 
the  non-slaveholding  States  require  that  their  connexion  be 
immediately  dissolved  with  the  slave  States  iu  form,  as  it  is  now 
in  fact." 

Lii.  is: 86,  Bradbum  waa  the  chief  opponent  of  Mr.  Garrieon,  who 
^'  was  again  satisfied  to  have  the  question  freely  considered 
ill  all  its  bearings  without  forcing  it  to  a  formal  vote. 
This  policy  of  forbearance  was  everywhere  observed  at 
anti-slavery  meetings  throughout  the  year.  According 
to  the  disposition  of  each  society  or  assembly,  the  dis- 

Lii.is:67.  nnion  resolutions  were  either  adopted,  or  {as  commonly) 
laid  upon  the  table.  Disunion  was  in  the  air.  The  first 
petition  to  Congress  had  been  followed  by  others  —  from 

Zi**,  12:39,    Ohio,  New  York,  and   Massachusetts   again  (this  last, 

49.50.77.81.  jj^Qgj;  elaborate,  as  David  Lee  Child's  compositions  were 
wont  to  be,  and  able).  But  meantime  the  conspiracy  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  began  to  rear  its  head  anew. 

Lii.  13 :  49.  Southern  State  legislatures  adopted  resolves  in  favor  of 
it  which  met  with  a  willing  reception  in  Congress,  while 

£i*,  12:50.    those  in  opposition  fell  under  the  ban  of  anti-slavery 

za.  12:57.    petitions  until  the  inconsistency   became  too    glaring. 

m.ss-.ss.  Keeruiting  for  the  Texan  army  (even  under  clerical  au- 
^'         spices)  went  on  openly,  at  the  North  as  at  the  South, 

Hi.  12:51,    after  the  invasion  of  Texas  by  Mexico  in  March.     When, 

S3. 59.      Qj^  AprU  13,  a  Representative  from  New  York  moved  in 

Congress  to  suppress  the  Mexican  mission,  as  being  an 

Wm.  siadi.  instrumentality  of  annexation,   Slade   of  Vermont  see- 

Lib.  12:66.    onded  him,  declaring  that  he  would  not  give  a  snap  of  his 

finger  for  the  Union  after  the  annexation  of  Texas.    To 

John  M.     Botts  of  Virginia,  offering  a  preposterous  pledge  on  the 

■^''"■'-       part  of  the  South,  not  to  annex  Texas  if  the  abolitionists 

Lib.  13:67.  would  disband,  Mr.  Garrison  replied :  "  The  annexation  of 
Texas  will  be  the  termination  of  the  American  Union,  and 
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therefore  the  South  will  have  more  to  lose  than  to  gain 
by  it."    Dr.  Charming,  in  a  sequel  to  his  pamphlet  on  the    lh.  la^gj. 
'Duty  of  the  Free  States,'  was  ready  to  make  slavery 
extension'  (though  not  slavery  itself)  a  ground  of  dis- 
union : 

"Better  that  we  should  part  than  be  the  police  of  the  slave-  LH.is-.gy. 
holder,  than  flght  his  battles,  than  wage  war  to  uphold  an 
oppressive  institntion.  So  I  say,  let  the  Union  be  dissevered 
rather  than  receive  Tesas  into  the  confederacy.  This  measure, 
besides  entailingouuaevils  of  all  sorts,  would  have  for  its  chief 
end  to  bring  the  whole  country  under  the  Slave  Power,  to  make 
the  general  government  the  agent  of  slavery ;  and  this  we  are 
bound  to  resist  at  all  hazards.  The  free  States  should  declare 
that  the  very  act  of  admitting  Texas  wxU  be  construed  as  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union." 

In  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  could  not  be  the  Liberty 
Party  that  would  join  Mr.  Garrison  in  his  attacks  on  the 
Constitution  and  Union,  under  -which  it  had  undertaken 
to  thrive  and  prevail.     Common  prudence  dictated  that   Ait.ty.17. 
it  should  avert  from  itself  the  odium  sure  to  attach  to 
the  doctrine  of  disunion   (however  qualifted)   among  a 
Union- worshipping  people ;  that  it  should  assist  in  fast- 
ening the  odium  on  the  Old  Organization.    This  course   Zi*.  15:75, 
was  promptly  pursued  hy  the  Peoples  Advocate  of  New        ^' 
Hampshire,  which,  from  beiog  an  independent  paper 
under  the  editorship  of  St.  Clair  and  others,  had  shrunk  a.  st.  chir. 
to  a  department  in  Leavitt's  Emancipator.    Speaking  for 
the  Liberty  Party  men  of  Ohio,  in  distinction  from  some 
of  their  brethren  in  the  East,  Salmon  P.  Chase  wrote : 

"  We  think  it  better  to  limit  onr  political  action  by  the  poUtieal  Lii.  12;  177. 
power,  explicitly  and  avowedly,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  mis- 
construotion  by  saying  that  we  aim  at  immediate  and  universal 
emancipation  by  political  action.  "We  regard  l3ie  Liberty  Party 
not  so  much  as  an  abohtion  organization  as  a  politiciil  party, 
willing  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  abohtionists  so  far  as  they 
can  be  legitimately  attained  by  political  action.  We  think  that 
all  these  objects  can  be  accomplished  in  full  harmony  with  the 
Constitution,  which  instrument,  as  we  believe,  does  not  sanc- 
tion nor  nationalize  slavery,  but  condemns  and  localizes  it. 


J  by  Google 


62  WILLIAM  LLOSD   GAEBISOF.  [-Et.  37. 

Chap.  11.  We  seek,  therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  eonstitufcional  slavery, 
j^  that  is,  to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  Florida,  and 
in  Aniericaa  vessels  upon  the  seas,  and  to  restore  the  Goy- 
erameut  to  its  true  constitutional  sphere.  I£  we  can  accomplish 
this,  slavery  must  die ;  and  we  tnai/  accomplish  this  without 
insisting  on  more  than  the  fulfillment  of  the  guarantees  of 
the  Constitution." 

In  other  words,  Mr.  Chase  went  for  the  Constitution  as 
it  was,  and  the  Union  as  it  was.  One  of  his  associates, 
writing  at  the  same  time  to  the  Xenia  (Ohio)  Free  Press, 
even  more  frankly  defined  the  difference  between  the 
political  and  the  moral  agitation : 

Zi*.  ia:i79.  "  AboHtionists  seek  to  esterminate  slavery  everywhere,  fey 
all  rightful  means,  religious,  moral,  and  jwlitieal.  Liberty 
men  strive  to  get  rid  of  slavery,  not  everywhere,  but  whertBer  it 
exists  within  thepTOper  range  o/ political  action;  to  deliver  the 
Govemtnetit  from  the  usurped  control  of  tt»e  Slave  Power  .  .  . 
hy  imparting  eaei^y  and  activity  to  the  action  of  aU  the  depart- 
ments, through  the  introduction  into  important  offices  of  a  far 
larger  proportion  of  intelligent,  non-slavehoiding  freemen. 

"  It  is  obvious  that  a  man  who  is  not  an  abolitionist  at  all 
MAT  BE  A  Liberty  MAK  ;  for  he  may  anxiously  desire  and 
zealously  labor  for  these  objects,  though  he  may  not  be  pre- 
pared to  devote  himself  to  the  more  general  objects  of  uni- 
versal emancipation." 

Mr.  Chase's  letter  was  appropriately  addressed  to  the 
managers  of  a  New  York  Liberty  Party  Convention  in 

Lii.ii-ifQ.  Syracuse  in  October,  where  for  the  first  time  the  lines 
were  drawn  so  as  to  exclude  all  but  party  members  from 
sharing  in  the  proceedings.  These  managers,  annoyed  by 
the  activity  of  the  agents  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  in  their  preserves,  complained  that  it  and  its 
organ  encouraged  aboUtion  connection  with  the  Whig  or 
Democratic  Party.     A  most  voluminous  onslaught  was 

Li6. 12 :  170,  therefore  made  on  the  Society  and  the  Standard  by  WiU- 

'^^'        iam  Goodell,  in  an  address  to  the  political  abolitionists 

of  the  State,  read  at  the  above  convention.    Mr.  Garrison 

Lii.  12;  173.  gave  up  a  whole  page  of  the  Liberator  to  it ;  so  did  Torrey 
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of  his  Tocsin  of  Liberty,'^  with  this  emphatic  endorsement: 
"The  simple  truth  is,  the  American  A.  S.  Society  has  linked  lh.  i 
itself  to  pro-slavery,  to  get  friends  —  and,  like  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  it  has  become  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
progress  which  must  be  removed.  I  trust  the  address 
will  do  the  work  in  this  State.  We  have  too  much  to  do 
to  allow  us  to  maintain  a  long  contest  over  so  slight  a 
matter." 

It  seemed  desirable  to  meet  this  Liberty  Party  mani- 
festo by  sending  Mr.  Garrison  to  Central  and  Western 
New  York,  which  was  virgin  soil  in  his  experience, 
whether  as  a  lecturer  or  a  tourist.  He  had,  since  June 
came  in,  been  extremely  active  in  the  field,  making  a 
memorable  first  visit  to  Cape  Cod,  together  with  cam-  is*. 
paigns  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  various  parts  of  ^°^'" 
Massachusetts.  His  adventures  in  the  Mohawk  Valley 
and  beyond  —  the  beautiful  region  settled  by  New  Eng- 
land emigrants,  and  popularly  known  as  "  the  West "  even 
down  to  the  date  of  this  narrative  —  are  related  in  the 
following  letters,  which  give  a  glimpse  of  the  bright  and 
the  dark  sides  of  apostolic  abolitionism : 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Waterloo  [K.  Y.],  Kot.  21,  1842.  a 

Up  to  the  present  time,  "  aU 's  well "  with  me ;  but,  as  1  antic- 
ipated before  I  left  home,  I  Lave  been  so  biisily  occupied  in 
attending  meetings  and  seeing  friends,  letter-writing  has  been 
out  of  the  question.  I  am  now  at  the  dear  hospitable  home  of 
Thomas  M'Cliutoot,  and  at  this  moment  am  writing  in  a  room 
crowded  with  rampant  aboHtionista,  whose  tongpaes  are  all  in 
motion,  and  their  hearts  in  joyous  commotion.  Whether,  under 
these  cireum.stanees,  I  shall  be  able  to  write  an  intelligible 
scrawl,  is  at  least  quite  problematical. 

"  To  begin  with  the  beginniug."    I  arrived  at  the  Brighton       m 
depot  half  an  honr  before  the  ears  came  along ;  from  thence  I 
took  the  train  for  Albany,  where  I  arrived  at  7  o'clock  in  the      JVm 

il 

I  Publislied  at  Albany,  N.  T.,  Torrey  being  at  this  time  the  salaried 
editor.  The  name  of  the  paper  was  subsequently  changed  to  Albany 
PatrM  ('Memoir  of  Torcef,'  p.  104). 
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midst  of  a  cold  rain-storm.  I  might  have  immediately  taken 
another  train  onward,  and  arrived  at  Eochester  (450  miles  from 
Boston)  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Wishing  to  keep  my  rest  un- 
broken, I  concluded  to  tarry  overnight,  and  went  to  a  Temperance 
hotel  near  the  depot,  and  in  the  momiag  left  for  Utica,i  arriv- 
ing in  that  beautiful  city  at  2  o'clock  f.  M.  Here  I  concluded 
to  remain  until  the  next  momiiig.  On  going  up  Genesee  Street, 
in  quest  of  a  Temperance  house,  I  met  Alvan  Stewart  going  to 
church.  We  shook  hands  with  each  other,  and  he  politely  asked 
me  to  go  and  stop  with  him  ovem^ht,  I  declined,  not  wishing 
to  incur  any  special  obligations  at  that  time,  or  in  that  quarter ; 
but,  on  his  invitation,  I  spent  the  evening  with  him  and  James 
C.  Jackson  (whose  headquarters  are  now  in  Utioa),  and  we  had 
a  talk  on  a  great  variety  of  topics,  not  excepting  third-party- 
ism.  I  spoke  very  plainly  on  the  last  topic,  and  made  them  both 
rather  uneasy ;  for  poor  James  evidently  felt  that  he  stood  on  a 
sandy  foundation.^ 

Early  on  Monday  morning,  I  left  in  the  ears  for  Rochester, 
and  arrived  at  that  place  in  the  afternoon,  where  I  met  with  a 
most  cordial  reception  from  friends  Post,  Eurtis,  and  others. 
Dear  hro,  Collins,  to  our  astonishment,  arrived  from  Buffalo 
the  same  evening,  in  feeble,  but  improved,  health.^  Abby 
Kelley  did  not  get  along  tiU  the  nest  day  at  noon.  She  came 
from  Waterloo,  in  company  with  friend  M'Clintock,  wife,  and 
daughter  Mary.  Our  meetings  continued  in  Eochester,  three 
,  times  a  day,  from  Tuesday  morning  until  Friday,  1  o'clock  p.  m. 
In  consequence  of  the  bad  weather,  and  the  very  bad  state  of 
the  travelling,  and  the  uncertainty  of  my  arrival,  etc.,  et«., 
there  were  not  so  many  delegates  from  abroad  as  were  expected ; 

1  Mr.  Gftrrison's  scruples  about  WaTelling  ou  the  SaTibath  had  apparently 
vanished. 

3  In  eompany  with  Luther  Mj-rick,  J.  C.  Jnokaou  founded  at  Cazeffovia, 
N.  T,,  in  September,  1841,  ft  thkcl-pftrty  paper  called  the  Madiion  Coanty 
AboHUonUt  Qerrit  Smith  had  invited  him  to  edit  it,  and  contributed  to 
his  support  (Z4l>.  11 :  159 ;  MSS.  Sept.  29,  1841,  J.  S,  Gibbons  to  W.  L.  G., 
and  Oct.  9,  1S41,  J.  C.  Jackson  to  Abby  Kelley).  Juat  before  Mr.  Garri- 
son's arrival,  Jackson  had  pubiielj  advertised  a  Litierty  Party  lecturing 
partnership  with  W.  L.  Chaplin,  on  the  independent  contract  system  — 
i.  e..  not  as  agentafor  any  Hociety  or  organization,  and  neither  salariednor 
living  off  the  field ;  but  on  epeeial  terms  for  their  Berviees  in  every  instance. 
This  was  as  near  as  the  Liberty  Party  in  New  Tort  ever  came  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  moral  agitation  against  slavery  hand  in  hand  with  the 
political  fanle,  2  :  434). 

9  "  Collins  is  now  acting  as  General  Agent,  pro  tempore,  of  the  National 
Society  "  (MS.  July  8, 1842,  W.  L.  G.  to  Q.  W.  Benson). 
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though  some  came  a  distance  of  30  or  40  miles.    In  the  daytime,     Chap.  II. 
onr  meetings  were  respectably  attended  in  point  of  numbers,         ^^ 
and  by  some  of  the  choicest  spirits  in  the  land.     In  the  even- 
ing, they  were  crowded  to  overflowing.     They  were  held  in  fee 
Second  Presbyterian  Church.     The  deepest  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  them  from  the  opening  to  the  close.    W,  L.  Chaplin  i 
was  present,  and  endeavored  to  act  the  champion  for  the  third 
party ;  but  he  made  miserable  work  of  it.     On  taking  the  vote 
on  a  resolution  condemnatory  of  that  party,  it  was  carried  by  a 
very  lai^e  majority,  though  aU  persons  were  allowed  to  express      Cf.  aiis, 
their  views.     The  result  was  most  unexpected  to  myself,  inas-       ^' 
much,  as  nearly  all  the  abolitionists  in  this  section  of  the  conn-   .^nie,  2:413. 
try  have  been  carried  away  by  this  unwise  measure.    Neither 
Rernond  nor  Dov^lass  was  present,  but  there  was  no  lack  of        C.  L. 
speech-making.    I  have  had  to  talk  a  great  deal,  of  course,  for  p^S^^^_ 
there  has  been  a  special  curiosity  to  see  and  hear  me  ;  and  it  is 
a  satisfaction  to  me  to  know  that  my  remarks  have  been  received 
with  much  favor  generally. 

OnFridayaftemoon,IstartedfromB.oehesterforFarmington,      Nov.  is. 
in  company  with  J.  A.  Collins,  J.  C.  Hathaway,  and  Abby  Keiley,        '^''' 
in  Joseph's  team.    It  was  a  very  blustering  and  severe  day,  and     Joseph  c. 
we  suffered  considerably  from  the  cold,  but  had  a  warm  recep-    "^hmay. 
tion  on  our  arrival  at  Farmington.    The  nest  day,  we  had  two      Nov.  19, 
1  the  Orthodox  Quaker  meeting-house,  which  were        '  ''^' 
d  by  Abby  and  myself  —  prifleipally  by  W.  L.  G.    The 
day  was  raw  and  gusty,  and  the  audience  in  the  forenoon  not 
very  large;  but  in  the  afternoon,  the  house  and  gallery  were 
well  filled,  thoagh  very  few  Quakers  were  present,  owing  to 
a  strong  prejudice  against  us,  as  well  as  to  the  weather,    la 
the  evening,  a  lai^e  company  (chiefly  Quakers)  assembled  at 
Hathaway's  house.     ,     .    We  talked  oq  phrenology,  mesmer- 
ism, anti-slavery,  non-resistance,  etc. 

In  the  morning,  Joseph  took  his  team,  and  brought  us  to    iitahaaiay. 
Waterloo,  where  we  arrived  yesterday  (Sunday)  at  1  o'clock.      Nov.  20. 
At  2  P.  M.,  the  Court  House  was  crowded  by  a  dense  assembly, 
which  was  addressed  by  Collins  and  myself.      Last  evening, 
another  crowded  auditory  convened  at  the  same  place,  and 
were  addressed  by  Abby,  Jacob  Ferris  (a  splendid  young  ora-   AbbyKdley. 
tor),  and  myself — I  occupying  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in 
blowing  up  the  priesthood,  church,  worship,  Sabbath,  etc.,  as 

'  A  grandson  of  Colonel  William  Prescott,  who  commanded  at  Bunker 
HiU.  For  Ms  snbseqnent  prominenoe  as  a  victim  of  the  Slave  Power,  see 
Lib.  31:66;  WilBon's 'Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Power,' 3;8(M2, 

Vol.  Ill— 5 
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they  now  exist.  A  very  deep  impression  was  evidently  made. 
This  evening,  I  am  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  slavery  in  the  same 
place;  and  at  12  o'clock  at  night  shall  leave  in  the  cars  for 
Syracuse  to  attend  the  conventions  to  be  held  in  that  place, 
eonimencing  to-morrow  forenoon.  This  is  pretty  close  work, 
and  draws  upon  all  my  mental  and  physical  powers ;  but,  thus 
far,  my  health  remains  good,  and  my  lungs  do  not  seem  to 
suffer  from  so  much  speaking.  Collins's  pleuritie  complaint 
hangs  on  to  him,  and  his  whole  eonstitution  seems  to  be  greatly 
impaired.  He  will  probably  not  return  until  after  the  Utica  con- 
ventions. Abby  KeUey  is  tasking  her  lungs  too  severely,  and 
ought  to  bo  more  careful  for  the  future.  She  will  continue  in 
this  part  of  the  country  during  the  winter. 

My  dear  one,  how  are  yon  and  the  little  ones,  and  all  the 
household  ?  Do  send  me  a  letter  to  Utica,  and  ^ve  me  all  the 
little  domestic  particulars  that  you  can  think  of.  I  shall  hasten 
back  to  you,  on  the  wings  of  love,  as  soon  as  possible.  To-day 
we  are  all  thrilled  with  emotion  to  think  that  poor  Latimer's 
case  is  to  be  decided  now.  Great  interest  is  felt  in  it  here  and 
elsewhere,  and  thousands  are  waiting  with  much  anxiety  to 
learn  the  result  of  the  trial.  All  hope  that  Latimer  will  be 
rescued.!    Xte  Liberator  has  just  come,  and  is  extremely  inter- 

1  This  was  the  flrst  of  the  fugitive  causes  calibres  which  periodically  pco- 
doced  tremendous  eioitement  in  the  leading  cities  of  tbe  North,  and,  by 
contagion,  throughout  the  country.  George  Iiatimer,  a  fine-looidDg  man, 
almost  white,  had  esc&ped  with  wife  and  chUd  to  Boston  from  Norfolk, 
Va.  He  vaa  Brrested  without  a  warrant  on  a  charge  of  theft.  Brought 
before  Judge  Lemuel  Shaw,  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  with  S.  B.  Sewall 
BB  one  of  hia  counsel,  he  was  remanded  to  be  tried  before  Judge  Story,  of 
the  D.  S.  Cireuit  Court ;  Judge  Shaw  assenting  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Frigg 
case  faHte,  p.  59),  and  denying  hira  a  trial  by  jury.  A  public  meeting  was 
at  once  called  in  Faneuil  Hall  for  Oct.  30  (to  the  great  scandal  of  a  portion 
of  the  clergy,  because  it  was  a  Sunday  evening — Ijib.  13: 175).  Prayers 
were  asked  on  that  day  by  Latimer,  and  were  offered  in  some  pulpits.  The 
meeting  was  very  turbulent,  and  Kemond,  attempting  to  speak,  was  howled 
down  by  the  mob.  Wendell  PMllipa  indignantly  told  them;  "We  pre- 
sume to  believe  the  Bible  outweighs  the  statute-book.  When  I  look  upon 
these  crowded  thousands,  and  see  them  trample  on  their  consciences  and 
the  rights  of  their  fellow-men,  at  the  bidding  of  apiece  of  parchment,  I 
say,  my  CURSE  be  on  the  Constitution  of  these  United  States!"  (Lib. 
12  :  178.  See  G-eorglanaBmcs  Kirby'a  '  Years  of  Biperience,'  pp.  142-1*4.) 
The  resolutions  adopted  denounced  the  Prigg  decision ;  declared  the  fugi- 
tive-slave clause  of  the  Constitution  to  be  morally  not  binding  ;  called  for 
a  repeal  of  the  fugitive-slave  law,  and  for  State  legislation  against  the 
surrender  of  fugitives,  and  particularly  agiJust  the  use  of  Stat«  prisons, 
officials,  etc.,  for  their  detention  and  rendition.    The  illegality  of  Latimer's 
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estiug.    A  thousand  kisses  for  you  aad  the  babe  ^  and  boys, 
and  love  to  all. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Sykacuse,  Nov.  27,  1842. 
I  wrote  to  you  a  hasty  letter  from  Waterloo,  giving  you  some 
of  the  outlines  of  my  visit  to  Rochester,  Although  many  inter- 
esting events  have  occurred  since  that  time,  I  shall  wait  till  I 
see  you  before  I  go  into  the  partioulars.  Up  to  this  hour,  I 
have  enjoyed  myself  far  beyond  my  expectations.  The  spirit 
of  hospitahty,  in  this  section,  exceeds  anything  to  be  found  in 
New  England,  with  comparatively  rare  exceptions.  Money  is 
about  "as  scarce  as  gold  dust,"  but  there  is  no  lack  of  food 
and  the  other  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  these  you  are  heartily 
welcome.  All  the  towns  that  I  have  visited  are  uncommonly 
agreeable  in  their  appearance,  and  exhibit  a  neatness,  taste, 
and  regularity  that  have  taken  me  by  surprise.  If  the  aspect 
of  things  is  so  pleasant  now,  in  bleak  winter,  what  must  it  be  in 
the  prime  of  summer?  I  wish  you  could  be  with  me,  and  so 
do  many  others,  who  would  delight  to  extend  to  you  the  warm 
hand  of  friendship.  If  all  things  shall  go  well  with  us,  and  our 
means  will  aUow  of  it,  what  say  for  a  trip  with  me,  next  si 
a,  Palls? 


conflnement  io  LeverettStreet  jail  was,  in  fact,  made  so  patent  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  that  the  latter  ordered  bis  release,  and  he  might 
have  gone  scot  free  hut  for  a  philanthropic  croBH-action,  which  ended  In 
his  being  ransomed  at  a  low  figure.  This  event  Mr.  Garrison  had  the 
pleasure  of  announcing  at  the  Syracuse  convention  on  Nov.  33,  1843,  amid 
cries  of  "  God  bless  old  Maaaachusetts ! "  (Lib.  13  :  305.)  Meantime,  in  that 
State,  Latimer  meetings  had  been  held  in  various  towns ;  and  a  Iferih  Star 
and  JJaUmer^s  Journal,  edited  hy  Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  Issued  every  other 
morning  in  Boston,  satisfied  the  public  craving  for  news,  and  kept  the  anti- 
Blaveryflame  at  a  white  heat.  Afterwards  s  Latimer  and  Grand  MsBsa- 
chusetts  Petition  to  the  Legialatnire  was  industrioualy  cireulated,  with  a 
view  to  prohibiting  State  or  municipal  inWrvention  in  the  arrest  of  fugi- 
tives, and  to  separating  Massaehusetts  forever  from  all  connection  with 
slavery  through  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  (anU,  p.  33),  In  these 
public  demouatrations  old  and  new  organiEationists  participated,  but  the 
Initiative  came  from  the  Board  of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society.  See,  for  the 
whole  story,  Lit.  12  :  171, 174, 175, 178, 179,  186, 187, 199,  205 ;  13 :  34 ;  MSS. 
Nov.  5,  18*3,  A.  A.  Phelps  to  F.  Jackson,  Deo.  18,  N.  Barney  to  P.  Jactson, 
Jan.  29, 1843,  E.  Quinoy  to  R.  D.  Webb,  and  an  unpublished  communica- 
tion to  the  Courier  by  F.  Jackson,  Nov.  17,  1842.  Add  Whittier's  true 
Northern  lyrie,  "  Massachusetts  to  Virginia "  (Lib.  13  :  16). 
1  Charles  Pollen  Garrison,  bom  In  Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  Sept.  9,  1842. 
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p.  II,        The  friends  at  Waterloo  were  the  kindest  o£  the  kind.    I  de- 
~  livered  three  addresses  in  that  place,  to  crowded  houses, — tlie 

'.  =1-  last  on  Monday  evenjaig, — ^the  efEeot  of  which  was  visibly  bene- 
ficial to  our  cause.  At  12  o'clock  that  night,  I  left  in  the  cars 
for  Syracuse,  aeeompanied  by  friends  CoUina  (who  was  far  from 
being  well)  and  J.  C.  Hathaway,  where  we  arrived  at  5  o'clock 
A.  M.  G.  W.  Pryor,  Jacob  Ferris,  W.  0.  Duvall,  and  Abby  Kel- 
ley  arrived  during  the  forenoon,  in  a  private  conveyance.  We 
all  came  to  the  splendid  mansion  occupied  jointly  by  Stephen 
Smith  and  Wiug  Russell  (form.er]y  of  New  Bedford),  where  we, 
and  many  others,  have  all  been  entertained  with  a  hospitaUty 
and  kindness  never  exceeded  in  my  experience.  Poor  Collins  had 
to  go  to  bed  at  once,  and  has  scarcely  been  able  to  sit  up  even 
.  =7.  to  this  hour.  To-day  be  is  somewhat  better,  and  may  possibly 
'^'  leave  to-morrow  afternoon  for  Utica,  under  my  care.  He  has 
had  aU  possible  attention  paid  to  him,  and  as  good  nursing  as 
he  could  have  obtained  in  this  wide  world.  He  is  nearly  dis- 
abled from  the  service,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come.  This 
morning  (Sunday),  G.  W.  Pryor,  S.  S.  Foster,  Abby  Kelley,  and 
Mrs.  Russell  left  for  Vernon,  on  their  way  to  Utica,  in  a  carry- 
all.  The  day  is  cold  and  blustering,  and  a  snowstorm  beginning 

.  aa.  On  Tuesday  forenoon,  our  Convention  opened  in  this  place, 

2:205.  under  circumstances  by  no  means  auspicious.  Not  a  meeting- 
house could  be  obtained  for  us,  and  we  were  forced  to  meet  in 
a  hall  three  stories  high,  called  "  Library  Hall."  Handbills 
had  been  placarded  about  the  town,  announcing  that  Abby 
Kelley,  C.  L.  Remond,  Frederick  Douglass,  and  W,  L.  Garrison 
would  be  at  the  Convention ;  but,  notorious  as  we  are,  and  great 
as  is  the  curiosity  usually  manifested  to  see  and  hear  either  of 
us  singly,  our  meeting  In  the  forenoon  consisted  only  of  eleven 
persons,  all  told !  These  were  nearly  all  of  our  own  company. 
We  appointed  J.  C.  Hathaway  President,  and  J.  N.  T.  Tucker 
Secretary,  and  then  adjourned.  In  the  afternoon,  we  had  a 
small  audience ;  but,  such  was  the  feeling  we  excited  in  the 
meeting,  by  our  scorching  rernarks  and  "ultra"  resolutions, 
the  hall  was  crowded  in  the  evening,  when  I  opened  my  budget 
of  hereaes  on  the  subject  of  temple  worship,  the  church,  the 
priesthood,  the  Sabbath,  etc.,  which  created  no  small  stir.   The 

.  33,      next  day,  S.  8.  Foster  arrived,!  a^d  ^e  goon  had  the  town  in 

4^-        commotion. 
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During  the  [next]  day,  a  considerable  mimber  of  persons  were  Nmi 
in  attendance,  and  the  discussions  assumed  so  exeiting  an  aspect  ' 
that,  at  the  close  of  the  afternoon  meeting,  it  became  apparent 
that  we  should  have  a  riot  in  the  evening— aD  in  defence  of 
the  clergy  and  the  church !  When  the  evening  came,  the  hall 
was  densely  filled,  partly  by  a  highly  respectable  assemblage, 
and  partly  by  a  troop  of  mobocrats,  having  their  pockets  fiUed 
with  rotten  eggs  and  other  missiles.  Jacob  Ferris  opened  the 
meeting  ia  a  short  but  eloquent  speech,  which,  as  it  contained  ui.  i 
nothing  specially  ofEensive,  was  listened  to  without  disturbance. 
Out  friend  S.  S.  Foster  then  took  the  platform,  and  was  allowed 
to  proceed  without  much  interruption  until  he  made  his  favorite 
declaration,  in  his  most  excited  manjier,  that  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  worse  than  any  brothel  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  Then  came  such  an  outbreak  of  hisses,  cries,  curses  I 
All  order  was  at  an  end.  Several  ruffians  rushed  toward  the 
platform  to  seize  Foster,  but  were  not  allowed  to  reach  him. 
The  tumult  became  tremendous.  Several  citizens,  who  were 
well  known,  attempted  to  calm  the  storm,  bat  in  vain,  Eotten 
eggs  were  now  thrown,  one  of  which  was  sent  as  a  special 
present  to  me,  and  struck  the  waU  over  my  head,  scattering  its 
contents  on  me  and  others.  Next,  a  number  of  benches  were 
broken,  and  other  damage  done ;  and,  finally,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned,  in  much  disorder,  to  meet  at  the  same  place,  the 
next  day,  at  10  A.  M.  We  ail  got  through  the  mob  safely, 
though  they  kept  a  sharp  lookout  for  Foster  and  myself,  hav- 
ing prepared,  as  it  was  said,  tar  and  feathers  to  give  us  a  eoat 
without  any  cost  to  ourselves. 

thitlier,  and  with  whom  he  simply  remonatrateit  as  Uiey  walked  along  (JJH. 
13 :  187).  Mr.  Foster  hsd  alreadj  tMa  year,  in  June,  made  acquaintance 
with  the  same  Jail,  after  a  forcible  espulsion  —  by  the  Eev.  A.  St.  Clair  and 
other  divines  —  from  the  Evangelical  Congregational  A.  S.  Convention  in 
Boston  ilAh.  13 :  90, 129],  and  fltill  aaclier,  in  May,  had  been  jailed  in  Am- 
herst, N.  H.,  for  interruplii^  Hie  services  In  a  Baptist  church  hy  speak- 
ing In  behalf  of  the  slave  ('  Acts  of  the  A.  S.  Apostles,'  p.  286 ;  Lih.  13 :  9i). 
This  praotioe,  long  conacienfiously  kept  up,  induced  untold  clerical  and 
diiuwnal  assaults  upon  Mr.  Foster's  unresisting  person,  in  a  spirit  and  with 
ayiolence  hardly  to  be  denominated  Christlani'XiS.  12:110,  118).  Stephen 
Symonds  Poster  was  bom  at  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  In  1809,  and  graduated  at 
Du'tmouth  College  in  1838.  He  began  his  preparation  for  the  ministry  at 
the  Union  Theolo^cal  Seminary,  New  Tork,  but  abandoned  that  career  in 
favor  of  a  reformer's.  He  qulekly  identified  himself  with  the  Non-Resist- 
anta  ianU,  2 :  327),  and  entered  the  field  as  an  anti-slavery  lecturer  in  1840. 
"  A  devoted,  noble,  single-eyed,  puce,  eloquent,  John-the-BaptlHt  character  " 
(Wendell  Phillipa  to  E.  Pease,  MS.  June  29,  1842). 
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In  the  morning  (Thursday  [Friday])  we  met  agreeably  to 
adjoTimment;  but  on  the  opening  it  was  announced  that  we 
eould  not  have  the  «se  of  the  hall  during  the  day,  unless  we 
would  become  responsible  for  all  damages  that  m^ht  be  done 
to  the  building;  and  that  we  could  not  be  allowed  to  occupy 
tie  hall  in  the  evening  on  any  conditions,  such  was  the  excited 
state  of  the  public  mind.  This  announcement  led  to  a  most 
aaimated  discussion.  We  refused,  of  course,  to  give  any  such 
guaranty,  as  that  would  be  a  strong  inducement  to  the  mob  to 
do  all  the  injury  they  could  to  the  haU.  Syracuse  was  held  up 
to  the  infamy  of  the  world,  in  terms  of  merited  severity,  as  a 
town  under  mobocratic  sway,  worthy  to  be  associated  with 

;  Boston,  New  York,  and  Utica,  in  1835.  Finally,  the  requisition 
was  withdrawn,  and  we  were  allowed  to  continue  our  meetings 
throagh  the  day,  but  not  in  the  evening.  In  the  afternoon, 
Foster  obtained  a  very  respectful  hearing  in  defence  of  his 
terrible  charge  against  the  Methodist  Church,  and  produced  an 
impression  deeidedlyin  hia  favor.  He  was  followed  by  a  petti- 
fogging lawyeT  and  editor,  named  Cammings,  in  reply,  who 
kept  the  audience  in  a  roar  of  laughter  by  his  ridiculous  non- 
sense and  siUy  buffoonery.  He  was  put  forward  by  the  mob- 
ocrats  (as  well  as  another  lawyer,  named  HilHs),  as  the  champion 
of  Church  and  State ;  but  aU  he  said  worked  mightily  in  our 
favor.  At  dark  a  motion  was  made  that  we  adjourn  sine  die  ; 
bnt  our  opponents  outnumbered  us,  and  voted  to  adjourn  the 
meetii^  until  the  nest  morning.  The  hall,  however,  was  not 
opened  to  them,  and  wo,  of  coiu:se,  did  not  go  to  the  place. 

The  whole  town  is  in  a  ferment.  Every  tongue  is  in  motion. 
If  an  earthquake  had  occurred,  it  would  not  have  excited  more 
consternation,  or  made  more  talk.  But  we  have  no  doubt  that 
the  result  will  be  good  for  our  cause.    We  sent  the  resolutions 

.  we  intended  to  discuss  in  the  Convention,  relating  to  the  church 
and  the  clergy,  to  the  clergymen  in  this  place,  by  a  committee ; 
but  the  corrupt  and  cowardly  creatures  did  not  dare  to  come 
and  discuss  them  with  us  before  the  people.  To-day,  however 
(Sunday),  in  "  coward's  castle,"  they  are  denouncing  us  as 
"  infidels,"  etc.,  and  warning  the  people  against  us.  This,  too, 
will  do  good.  Already  the  tide  is  turning  in  our  favor,  and,  in 
a  short  time,  genuine  anti-slavery  will  obtain  a  strong  foot- 
hold here. 
Our  nest  convention  is  to  be  held  at  Utica,  on  Tuesday  next, 

,  and  will  continue  in  session  at  least  three  days.  As  bro.  Poster 
will  be  there,  I  presume  we  shall  have  a  repetition  of  the  scenes 
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in  Syracuse,  as  he  is  remarkably  successful  in  raising  tte  spirit  L, 
of  mobocracy  wherever  he  goes.  Possibly,  we  may  have  quiet  ^ 
meetings  ;  1  but,  come  what  may,  may  we  all  be  faithful  to  the 
cause.  I  could  wish  that  bro.  Foster  would  esercise  more 
judgment  and  discretion  in  the  presentation  of  his  views ;  but 
it  is  useless  to  reason  with  him,  with  any  hope  of  altering  his 
course,  as  he  is  firmly  persuaded  that  he  is  pursuing  tiie  very 

On  Friday  evening  nest,  I  expect  to  lecture  in  Albany,  and 
on  Saturday  night  hope  to  embrace  you  and  the  dear  children 
again,  in  health  and  safety.  ...  I  am  pretty  well  worn 
down  with  exertion.  During  the  ride  from  Waterloo  to  this 
place,  in  the  night,  I  took  cold,  and  have  been  troubled  with 
influenza  ever  since ;  so  tiat  I  have  spoken  at  our  meetings 
here  with  great  difficulty,  in  consequence  of  hoarseness.  I  am 
now  better.  Fear  not  about  my  taking  oare  of  myself.  On  my 
return,  I  have  many  marvellous  things  to  relate  to  you  about 
animal  magnetism,  having  seen  many  experiments,  and  in  which 
I  am  a  full  believer.    .    .    . 

Mr.  Garrison's  system,  overtaxed  by  the  fatigaes  of  his 
tour,  was  ripe  for  the  contagion  which  he  found  raging 
among  his  little  ones,  on  his  arrival  home : 

"  Garrison  was  very  ill,"  wrote  Edmund  Quincy  to  Richard 
D.  Webb,  "as  ill,  I  suppose,  as  a  man  could  be  and  Hve.  He 
said,  and  from  his  description  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  that  his 
scarlet  fever  was  no  whit  less  virulent  or  less  abominable  than 
the  small-poK  in  its  most  malignant  form.  His  family  has  been  . 
in  much  trouble  the  past  year.  His  brother  James,  a  poor 
drunken  sailor,  was  upon  his  hands  for  a  long  time,  and  died 
last  summer  [aiitunm].  Garrison's  behavior  to  this  poor  feUow 
was  very  beautiful.  Then  his  wife's  sister,  Mary  Benson,  was 
iU  for  a  long  time,  and  also  died  in  his  honse.^    Then  aU  Ms 

1  There  was  no  dlsturbanco  until  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  and  then 
it  burst  not  upon  S.  S.  Poster  but  upon  J.  Cannings  Fuller  and  Abby  Kelley. 
The  Mayor  of  Utica,  Horatio  Seymour,  being  present,  endeavored,  as  a 
simple  citizen,  to  qnell  the  nproaf,  until  taxed  with  ofadal  responsibility 
for  it,  when  be  said  he  would  prosecute  every  individual  implicated  that 
might  be  named  to  bim,  and  order  was  at  onoe  restored  (IM.  12 :  205,  208). 

2  Mr.  Quiney'a  ehronologr  ia  again  at  fault,  for  Mary  Benson  died  before 
Jamea  Garrison,  and  at  the  beginning,  not  at  the  close,  of  tbe  year  1842, 
In  the  faUof  1841,  Mr.  Garrison  had  removed  bis  resideoee  in  Cambridge- 
port  to  the  north-we8t  comer  of  William  and  Magazine  Streets,  the  scene 
of  these  afSlctions. 
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children  had  the  scarlet  fever,  and  some  of  them,  I  believe,  the 
lung  or  brain  fever,  and  his  wife  tbe  rheumatic  fever ;  and,  in 
addition  to  all  his  troubles,  the  fvinds  of  the  Liberatw  fell  short 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  he  was  without  money  for  his 
necessary  expenses,  though  I  suppose  he  had  credit.  AU  of 
which  circumstances  made  the  last  a  very  trying  year  to  him." 

Annoimoing  his  brother's  demise  to  G.  "W".  Benson,  Mr. 
Garrison  wrote : 

"  As  his  case  had  long  been  hopeless,  his  release  from  the 
flesh  is  cause  of  consolation  rather  t  Jian  of  sorrow.  He  retained 
his  senses  to  the  last,  and  died  with  all  possible  fortitude  and 
resignation,  being  perfectly  aware  that  his  end  was  approach- 
ing, ...  I  intend  that  the  funeral  arrangements  and  cere- 
monies shall  be  as  plain,  simple,  and  free,  as  possible.  Liberty 
of  speech  shall  be  ^ven  to  all  who  may  attend.  I  shall  prob- 
ably have  a  testimony  to  bear  against  the  war  system,  the  navy, 
intemperance,  etc.,  in  connection  with  J.'s  history,  and  also 
against  that  religion  which  sustains  war  and  its  miirderous 
enginery."  ' 

It  is  hard  to  decide  whether  the  story  of  James  Garri- 
son's career  would  make  a  more  powerful  peace  or  tem- 
perance tract.  Certain  is  it  that  if  fate  had  desired  the 
most  striking  contrast  in  the  fortunes  of  two  chUdren  of 
the  same  parents,  it  need  not  have  provided  otherwise  than 
it  did  in  the  case  of  this  unhappy  man  and  his  brother. 
At  first  glance  it  would  appear  as  if  the  elder  had  simply 
inherited  the  vices  of  his  father;  the  younger,  the  ad- 
mirable virtues  of  his  mother.     Doubtless  the  fondness 


'  This  inteatloii  wna  carried  out.  ' '  and  produced  some  sensation  among 
the  warring  seetarianB  who  were  present "  (MS.  March  1, 1343,  W.  L.  G,  to 
H.  C.  Wright).  The  day  after  the  funeral,  Phcebe  Jackson  wrote  from 
Providence  to  Mrs,  Garrison  (MS.  Oct.  17,  1842):  •'!  thought  much  of  you 
jestordaf ,  mid  desired  this  affliction  might  be  sanctified  to  your  ova  good, 
and  that  a  blessing  m^ht  attend  Mr.  Garrison's  remarks  at  the  funeral 
obaeqnics.  I  often  call  to  mind  the  observations  he  made  at  the  funeral  of 
dear  Mary  [Benson],  and  always  with  profit.  At  the  time,  theywerevery 
exalting  to  my  own  mind,  and  I  have  never  ceased  to  (eel  their  good  effects. 
To  Mr.  Garrison  it  must  be  a  source  of  abiding  comfort  thathe  has  watched, 
witb  more  than  abrother's  love,  over  this  only  brother.  So  kind,  so  tender, 
so  constant,  have  been  his  ministrations  that  the  void  must  be  deeply  felt. 
Faithfully  has  he  fulfilled  his  trust,  and  rich  must  be  his  consolation." 
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for  strong  drink  was  inherited  by  James,  and  likewise  the  chap.  ii. 
disposition  to  follow  the  sea.  Yet,  but  for  the  mother's  ,872. 
poverty,  we  can  imagine  that  a  wise  discipline  might  have 
saved  him  from  both  these  pitfalls,  and  that  he  might  have 
become  a  useful  and  respected  if  not  an  eminent  citizen. 
He  had  a  beautiful  person,  a  powerful  physique,  a  good 
heart,  a  good  intellect.  The  little  schooling  that  he  got 
made  him  an  excellent  penman,^  with  but  slight  traces  of 
illiteracy  in  his  compositions.  These  are  sensible,  shrewd, 
humorous,  graphic,  deeply  pathetic  —  in  particular,  the 
autobiography  which  he  attempted,  evidently  for  pubKca- 
tion  as  a  warning  against  intemperance.  The  high  spirit 
which  was  wasted  in  stubbornly  going  to  the  bad,  in 
resenting  injustice  and  imposition  at  the  risk  of  wounds 
and  death,  and  in  enduring  without  a  murmur  the  atroc- 
ities incurred  in  the  service  of  his  country,  might  have 
graced  a  martyr  in  a  cause  as  noble  as  his  brother's. 

The  alcoholic  habit  was  fastened  upon  James  Garrison 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  while  yet  a  shoemaker's  apprentice 
in  Lynn,  owing  to  the  custom  of  serving  black-strap  to 
the  workmen.  Once  master  of  him,  it  led  him,  with  an 
occasional  reprieve  and  vain  attempt  to  establish  himself 
in  an  honest  employment  on  land,  through  every  degree 
of  absaement  and  physical  suffering — now  the  Uteral  bed- 
fellow of  swine,  and  now  the  victim  of  all  those  forms  of 
torture  which  made  the  navy  of  his  day  truly  hells  afloat. 
At  twenty-two,  in  the  British  service,  he  was  flogged  June  30, 
through  Admiral  Rowley's  fleet  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  sir^c^Rms 
for  desertion  (not  without  cause),  receiving  one  hundred  ^'  ^■'^•^ 

1  On  aeeount  of  his  ability  to  write,  he  was  Euspeoted  of  Ijeing  the  author 
of  the  anonymous  letter  protesting  against  tlie  emelpraeticea  on  board  the 
U.  S.  ship.of-line  Uetatiwre,  in  the  Mediterranean  In  1828  (t),  mentioned  on 
p.  112  of  MoNally's  '  Evils  and  Abuses  in  the  Naval  and  Merchant  Service 
Exposed'  (BoBtfln,  1839).  This  suspicion  wM  frightfuUy  avenged  upon  him 
by  the  lieutenant  fdmed  at  in  the  letter.  Some  years  before  this,  at  Pott 
Boyal,  Jamaica,  being  brought  to  trial  for  an  affray  with  his  captain,  Ms 
defence  of  himself  caused  him  to  be  styled  "the  sailor  orator,"  A  piece  of 
money  which  he  received  atthis  time  from  the  sympathelJc  supercargo,  he 
went  and  gave  "to  the  poor  slaves  in  the  prison"  from  which  he  had  just 
been  released. 
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and  fifty  lashes :  he  names  the  ships  to  which  the  launches 
cf.  Penn.    Were  successively  taken,  and  the  fellow-sufferer  who  died 
M^^l     nader  the  terrible  infliction.    In  January,  1824    he  had 
1847. /.  I.    escaped  to  New  York,  and  in  September  shipped  for  the 
first  time  in  the  United  States  navy  —  in  the  North  Caro- 
lina seventy -four  at  Norfolk.     "  I  considered  myself,"  he 
records,  "  an  adept  in  the  usages  of  a  man-of-war ;  but  I 
was  mistaken,  and  soon  found  out  I  was  destined  to  treat- 
ment to  which  I  had  before  been  a  stranger,  and  which 
I  considered  that  no  officers  belonging  to  any  civilized 
country  could  adopt,"     His  introduction  to  American 
naval  cruelty  was  given  him  by  the  future  opener  of 
Japan  to  "civilization,"  Matthew  0.  Perry,  then  first 
lieutenant.i 

We  draw  the  veil  over  what  followed,  under  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  until  James  Garrison,  a  mere  wreck,  was  rescued 
from  the  navy  by  his  brother.  But  an  earlier  experience 
had  in  it  an  element  which  connects  while  it  contrasts  the 
lives  of  both.  Towards  the  close  of  1819,  while  Lloyd  was 
in  his  early  printer's  apprenticeship,  James,  then  in  his 
twentieth  year,  bound  himself  to  one  Benjamin  Sisson, 
a  Savannah  pilot  —  a  slaveholder,  cruel  and  tyrannical, 
whose  wretched  treatment  at  last  drove  James  to  run 
away.  Ontheroad  to  Charleston  he  was  overtaken;  and 
now,  as  if  the  South  were  taking  satisfaction  on  his  poor 
body  for  the  future  anti-slavery  warfare  of  his  brother, 
James  Garrison  was  subjected  to  punishment  such  as 
slaves  had  meted  out  to  them  for  similar  offences.  Stripped 
naked,  and  hung  to  a  tree  by  his  thumbs  so  that  his  toes 
would  just  touch  the  ground,  he  was  almost  flayed  alive 

1  In.  one  inatance  the  piinislimeiit  was  thirteen  lashes ;  the  offence,  whia- 
pering  ou  iuspection.  to  ti  shipmate  who  was  treading  on  James  Garrison's 
toes.  "All  who  romember  Perry  know  what  a  disoiplinarian  he  waa,  while 
yet  no  one  accuses  him  of  being  a  martinet.  Bmaque  in  his  manners,  he 
yet  had  a  kindly  heart"  (Rev,  W.  E,  Griffls,  in  Jfflj.  Am.  History.  13:425). 
John  Randolph  sold  in  Congress  that  he  aaw  more  flogging  on  his  voyage 
to  Russia  in  1830  (as  American  minister,  on  a  Federal  man-of-war,  the 
Cuneard,  Captain  Perry)  than  on  his  plantation  of  500  alayes  (UcNally's 
'  Evils  and  Abuses  in  the  Naval  and  Merchant  Service,'  p,  123.  But  aee 
Griffls's  '  Life  of  M.  C.  Perry,'  p.  85). 
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witli  rods.    He  fainted  with  pain,  only  to  be  revived  with    Chap.  ii. 
cold  water  and  freshly  tormented  tiU  he  begged  Sisson  to        1S42. 
shoot  him.    When  this  monster  ^  was  wearied  rather  than 
glutted,  be  desisted.    The  next  day  he  mounted  his  horse 
for  the  homeward  journey,  and,  fastening  a  rope  to  James's     cf.  arui. 
body,  forced  him  to  keep  up  on  foot.    A  second  flogging, 
on  shipboard  at  Savannah,  nearly  finished  the  boy,  and 
when  his  lacerated  back  was  viewed  by  the  Mayor  and 
other  white  men,  they  were  shocked  at  a  sight  which  no 
negro  had  ever  afforded  them.     To  save  his  neck,  Sisson 
and  his  wife  had  to  nxirse  James  as  if  he  were  their 


The  worst  details  of  these  barbarities  were  concealed 
from  Fanny  Garrison  while  she  lived,  by  her  wayward 
son.  Before  he  had  become  a  sailor,  and  even  while  living 
near  his  mother  in  Baltimore  ("  the  noblest  of  mothers," 
he  thought  her),  she  had  "  lost  the  run  "  of  him,  and  was 
heart-broken  when  she  learned  that  he  kept  away  from 
her,  who  would  have  done  anything  to  redeem  him.  At 
last  "I  crawled  into  her  presence  like  one  who  had  com- 
mitted murder  and  was  afraid  of  every  one  he  met.  We 
went  into  a  room  by  ourselves,  and  Mother,  falling  on 
her  knees,  poured  forth  her  soul  in  prayer  to  God  to  have 
mercy  on  her  son."  No  influence,  however,  could  over- 
come his  inveterate  habit  and  his  roving  disposition.  In 
spite  of  her  entreaties,  he  chose  the  sea  for  his  living. 
"  My  parting  from  Mother  on  this  occasion  was  dreadful. 
I  cannot  deseiibe  my  feelings.  When  we  came  to  shake 
hands  and  bid  the  last  farewell,  my  Mother  kneeled  and 
took  both  my  hands,  kissed  me,  and  gave  me  her  blessing. 
I  could  not  say  farewell.  My  heart  was  foil,  and  I  trem- 
bled like  an  aspen  leiif  shook  by  the  wind.  We  parted 
for  the  last  time  on  earth."  In  his  trunk  he  afterwards 
found  a  letter  from  her  which  he  could  never  read  with- 
out weeping. 
What  intemperance  and  cruel  suffering  had  spared  of 
:s  wMle  in  pregnancy,  to 
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Chap.  11.    James  Garrison's  Mattered  hulk  drifted  at  last  by  a  kind 
1842,        Providence  into  the  port  of  Boston,  where  a  brother's  love 
was  ready  to  be  proved  saperior  to  all  temptations  to 
disownment. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Secretary  Paulding?- 
MS.  Navy  BOSTON,  December  14,  1839. 

ArcSiies-  ■'■  l^^ve  a  brother,  James  H.  Garrison,  who  is  now  attached 
as  a  seaman  to  the  U.  S,  Ship  Columhus  at  the  Navy  Yard  in 
Cliarlestown.  He  has  been  in  the  naval  service  of  his  eoantry 
Anie.f.7^.  for  the  long  period  of  sixteen  years.  It  is  rather  more  than 
four  months  since  bis  last  enlistment.  During  nearly  all  this 
time  he  has  been  on  the  sicb-hst,  whoUy  incapacitated  to  per- 
form any  labor.  His  disease  is  a  difficult  one  to  eradicate  from 
the  system,  if  it  be  not  immedicable ;  and  must,  for  an  indef- 
inite period,  render  him  of  httle  or  no  value  to  the  Navy,  ,  ,  , 
Jo/iri        Through  the  kindness  of  Commodore  Downes  and  Capt.  Storer, 

Geo.  W.  ^  "^^^^  been  permitted  to  take  bim  to  my  house  for  a  few  weeks 
Siorer.  past,  in  order  to  procure  for  him  such  medical  treatment,  and 
pay  him  such  attention,  as  hia  ease  demands  and  a  brother's 
affection  conld  prompt.  He  is  now  in  a  somewhat  better  condi- 
tion than  when  he  vras  removed,  but  it  is  wholly  uncertain  how 
much  he  may  yet  be  called  to  sufEer  under  surgical  operation,  or 
how  soon  he  will  be  able  (if  ever)  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
seaman  in  the  XI.  S.  service.  Of  course,  under  these  eireum- 
stanees,  to  have  him  remain  under  pay  cannot  be  a  very  desir- 
able object  to  the  Government,  the  burdens  of  which  should  be 
lessened  wherever  and  whenever  it  is  practicable.  My  object, 
therefore,  in  writing  this  letter  is  respectfully  and  earnestly  to 
sobcit  of  you  the  immediate  dlschai^e  of  my  brother  from  the 
Navy,  npon  the  usual  conditions.  I  cannot  doubt  your  kindness 
in  this  matter,  and  shall  gratefully  appreciate  its  exercise. 

It  may  have  additional  weight  with  you  to  add,  that,  during 
the  sixteen  years  in  which  he  has  done  not  only  the  state  but 
the  country  some  service,  it  has  not  been  my  privilege  to  enjoy 
his  society  more  than  a  fortnight  untU  his  recent  sickness.  He 
is  an  only  brother  in  whose  welfare  I  feel  a  deep  interest ;  and 
none  the  less  because  of  the  buffetings  and  perils  through  which 
he  has  been  called  to  pass  from  boyhood.  You  will,  I  am  sure, 
make  the  case  your  own,  and  act  accordingly. 

1  For  the  Secretary's  reply,  see  atde,  2  r  330. 
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The  nest  three  years  were  spent  by  James  Garrison 
under  his  brother's  roof,  with  a  temporary  stay  at  Brook-  Anu.s-.zs^. 
lyn  during  the  tatter's  journey  to  England.  In  the  sum- 
mer oi  1841,  he  made  a  voyage  to  New  Brunswick,  to 
visit  his  relations.  He  kad  taken  the  pledge  of  total 
abstinence,  but  was  betrayed  by  the  captain  into  break- 
ing it,  yet  on  the  whole  kept  steady  until  he  landed  in 
Boston  in  August.  Then  that  fatality  which  seemed  to 
him  to  have  its  iron  grip  upon  him,  suppressing  every 
effort  of  bis  faUen  mankood  to  rise  again,  brought  him 
to  the  Liberator  office  during  his  brother's  absence  in  New 
Hampshire.  "While  the  latter,  with  Rogers,  was  making  j^u.  p.  22. 
the  woods  of  the  White  Mountains  ring  with  the  anthems 
of  the  free,  or  rejoicing  in  the  conversion  of  their  com-  Ants.  p.  22. 
panion  from  the  smoker's  habit,  James  Garrison  for  the 
thousandth  time  fell,  a  victim  to  circumstances ; 

"  Had  I  have  come  out  home  when  1  left  the  vessel,  aU  per-        MS. 
haps  would  have  been  welL    But  no,  it  was  not  to  be  until  the 
eup  of  my  bitterness  was  full ;  and  none  bat  God  and  myself 
can  tell  what  I  have  suffered  in  body  and  in  mind  for  my  rash- 
ness. A  great  number  of  the  OhifPs,  MacedoniarCs,  and  Grampus's 
ship's  company  being  ashore,  1  had  a  great  many  old  shipmates 
among  them.  SufBce  to  say,  I  was  led  on  to  destruction.   Com- 
ing to  my  senses,  T  thought  of  you,  of  Helen,  of  Mary,  Mother,   Mn.  Gani- 
and  the  Homo  (the  only  one  I  ever  knew)  [where]  I  had  spent    '''^■'  ^'"y 
so  many  happy  hours.    The  amount  of  suffering  and  expense  I    Mrs.  Saiiy 
had  caused  you  aU,  the  breaking  of  my  pledge,  the  promises  I      ^'^'™- 
had  made  to  reform  —  all  rushed  to  my  mind  like  the  advanc- 
ing roar  of  some  mighty  whirlwind.    To  drown  those  dreadful 
thoughts,  I  procured  two  ounces  of  laudanum,  with  a  full  deter- 
mination to  put  a  atop  to  my  wretched  existence." 

The  attempted  suicide  was  baffled,  and  once  more,  and 
to  the  end,  the  hapless  man  found  a  refuge  in  the  home 
ever  open  to  him  in  Cambridgeport.  He  lacked  the  nerve 
to  t&il  his  brother  what  had  happened,  so  wrote  a  frank 
account,  which  he  left  on  his  table ;  his  mind  balancing 
between  futile  plans  of  engaging  anew  as  a  sailor,  and  a 
half-formed  resolve  still  to  make  away  with  his  hated  life. 
Thus  the  affecting  paper  closed: 
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MS.  "I  am  not  writing  this  to  show  you  my  good  or  evil  qualities, 

for  I  am  coofldent  you  know  themall.  But  my  only  wonder  is, 
how  you  can  put  up  with,  such  treatment  even  from  a  brother. 
I  write  without  flattery,  for  I  am  well  assured  you  know  it  your- 
self —  there  is  no  one,  under  such  circumstances,  who  would 
receive  under  his  threshold  such  a  brother.  How  often  and 
often  has  it  been  said  to  me  in  Boston,  by  men  in  good  stand- 
ing in  life,  and  by  those  who  have  only  heard  of  you  by  hearsay, 
'  James  H.  Garrison,  I  would  give  all  I  possess  in.  this  world  to 
have  such  a  brother.'  But  I  have  abused  that  brother's  lenity, 
and  how  can  I  expect  any  clemency  from  his  hands  ? 

"  I  do  not  ask  it ;  but  one  boon  I  crave  :  Foi^et  you  ever  had 
such  a  brother.  To-morrow  I  go  into  Boston.  I  thank  you  for 
your  kindness  this  last  time,  for  when  I  came  out,  I  was  labor- 
ing under  the  mania  potu  and  deliriums,  and  my  hand  is  not 
steady  yet.  I  have  sufEered,  and  that  greatly,  this  last  few 
nights,  with  that  t«rrible  disease,  which  none  knows  but  those 
who  have  experienced  it ;  it  is  horrid,  indescribable !  I  am 
Mary  Ben-  sorry  for  poor  Mary,  Mother,  and  Helen.  I  know  their  feel- 
ings are  mortified,  but  what  will  they  be  when  they  see  this? 
But  as  I  do  not  wish  to  conceal  anything  from  them,  I  must 
expect  their  condemnation  on  hjin  who  has  acted  so  improperly. 
I  hope  they  will  receive  my  thanks  for  their  past  kindness,  the 
remembrance  of  which  I  shall  hold  dear  in  this  throbbing  bosom 
while  life  retains  its  empire.  What  I  have  written  is  facts 
without  exaggeration.  My  mind  could  not  rest  until  I  had  told 
you  all.  I  stated  it  In  writing',  as  I  could  not  do  it  verbally,  my 
mind  being  too  much  agitated." 

The  month  in  which  James  Garrison  passed  away  was 

marked  by  two  other  deaths  of  much  greater  consequence. 

,  On  Sunday,  October  2,  Channing  breathed  his  last  at 

Bennington,  Vt,, '  close  beside  the  printing-office  in  which 

Garrison  had  pledged  himself  to  Lundy  to  make  the  cause 

of  abolition  his  life-work.    His  last  public  effort  had  been 

in  behalf  of  the  slave,  for  at  Lenox,  on  August  1st,  he 

delivered  an  admirable  address  in  eulogy  of  West  India 

emancipation  and  of  the  anti-slavery  enterprise  in  his  own 

;  country.     The  nest  day,  in  Boston,  Henry  G.  Chapman 

■  died  in  his  thirty-ninth  year,  with  Roman  philosophy : 

lln  the  present  WalloomsBC  House. 


J  by  Google 


■*>r-37.]  THE  IRISH   ADDRESS.  79 

"  I  happened,"  wrote  Edmund  Quiney  to  Ricliard  Webb,  "  to     MS.  Jan. 
eall  not  long  after  his  departure,  and  was  invited,  as  one  who      ^'  '^^' 
had  long  stood  in  the  relation  of  a  brother  to  the  family,  to  the 
uhamber  of  death.    It  was  the  most  strildiig  scene  I  ever  beheld. 
The  body  was  snrroimded  by  the  surviving  family ;  Maria  stand-    Mrs.  H.  G. 
ing,  with  all  the  composure  and  peace  of  a  guardian  angel,  at     (-"^P"""- 
its  head,  and  his  venerable  father  seated  in  resignation  at  his 
feet.    The  serenity  of  Mrs.  Chapman  was  as  perfect  as  I  had 
ever  seen  it,  and  she  told  all  the  little  incidents  of  the  last  few 
hours  with  the  utmost  tranquillity.    Her  sisters  were  not  all 
as  eahn  as  she,  but  they  all  felt  the  power  of  her  peace  upon 
them. 

"  At  the  funeral,  she  evinced  the  same  tranquillity.     Samuel 
J.  May  was  invited  to  perform  the  usual  services,  at  Chapman's 
request,  not  as  a  priest  but  as  a  friend,  out  of  regard  Uy  the 
feelings  of  his  father  and  mother.    Altor  he  had  made  a  prayer,    s.  j.  May. 
Garrison,  who  had  been  told  by  Mrs,  Chapman  if  he  had  any 
word  to  utter  not  to  withhold  it,  made  a  very  exoelient  address, 
to  the  no  small  astonishment  of  certain  of  the  relatives,  who  had 
not  looked  for  an  anti-slavery  lecture  at  such  a  time.    Neither 
Mrs.  C.  nor  any  of  the  family  put  on  mourning,  which  was  a      M.  W. 
strange  thing  in  a  oommunity  where  the  chains  of  custom  and     '-™-?™'"' 
public  opinion  are  Uke  links  of  iron. 

"  A  day  or  two  afterwards,  I  went  to  town  to  see  her,  appre- 
hending that  when  the  excitement  was  over,  a  reaction  might 
take  place.  Bnt  I  found  her  in  the  same  angelic  peace  that  I  had 
left  her.  She  said  she  had  no  feeUng  of  separation ;  that  she 
had  gone  down  with  him  to  the  brink  of  the  River,  and  that  he 
had  gone  over  and  she  returned.  And  the  household  fell  natur- 
ally back  into  its  usual  liveliness  and  helpfnlne^,  without  any 
effort  or  affectation."  ^ 

With  one  more  death  we  close  the  chapter.     The  Son-  ub.  12:107. 
Resistant  expired,  on  June  29, 1842,  for  want  of  means — 
eonclasive  evidence  that  the  Non-Besistance  Society  was  ^»&,2:347- 

1  Hardly  a  number  of  HieLiieTator  in  the  last  two  montheof  1842  but 
shows  traces  of  Mrs.  Chapman's  preternatural  activity  with  peu  a.iid  in 
deed.  During  Mr.  Qarriaoo's  illuesa,  she  helped  to  fill  hia  editorial  page, 
and  yet  found  time  to  foment  the  Latimer  agitation  (ante,  p.  66),  and  to 
direct,  aa  usual,  the  Anti-Slavery  Bazaar.  In  short,  she  illustrated  anew 
the  force  of  a  lesson  which  sh.e  early  learoed  from  au  old  gea-captaiu. 
"  Talk  of  fast  sailers !  "  he  would  say.  "  I  never  saw  a  vessel  tbat  would 
sail  without  a  great  deal  of  asBktatvx  "  (MS.  May  33, 1840,  M,  W.  Chapman 
to  Lonisa  Loring). 
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not  identical  with  Garrisonian  abolitionism,  i   The  Society, 

Lit.  12:171.   nevertheless,  held  its  fourth  annual  meeting,  and  bad 

^^■^%i7'    already,  in  Septemher,  1841,  at  Mr.  Garrison's  instance, 

HeiuiTof    authorized  Henry  C.  Wright  to  go  abroad  as  a  sort  of 

8;js9. '     general  missionary  for  the  causes  of  peace,  abolition, 

temperance,  chastity,  and  a  pure  and  equal  Christianity. 

MS.  Mar.    The  Suspension  of  its  organ,  however,  beyond  hope  of 

gj^'/f '  recovery,  showed  that  the  limit  of  organized  growth  had 

R.D.  Wihb.  ijgen  reached,  and  that  the  millennial  expectations  of  the 

234;  aise. '   Declaration  of  Sentiments  must  be  fulfilled  in  some  other 

'^'        form.     "  It  does  not  follow,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  in  review 

Lib.  12 ;  83.    of  Judge  Jay's  '  War  and  Peace,'  "  that  the  Almighty  will 

crown  with  success  all  means  and  measures  alike,  for 

the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  peace,    .     .     .    It  is  not 

enough  that  we  have  a  good  cause;  this  will  avail  us 

little  or  nothing  unless  the  principles  which  we  advance 

and  the  measures  whieh  we  adopt  to  carry  it  forward  are 

Cf.  Lib.      just  and  appropriate."  The  most  appropriate  peace  meas- 

14:  [^M-     ^jpg  jjj  America  was  clearly  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

1  The  alisence  of  H.  C.  Wright  in  England  wita  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
lapse  of  the  JVoji-Kesisfani  ;  but  oMet  was  the  fact  that  ' '  our  time,  our 
means,  our  lafaorB  are  so  absorbed  in  seeking  the  emancipatino  of  one 
enslaved  cauQtrjmen,  that  we  cannot  do  as  much  specifically  and  directly 
for  nou-resistftQce  as  it  would  otherwise  be  in  our  power  to  perform  "  (MS. 
Mar.  1,  1S43,  W.  L.  G.  to  H.  C,  Wrightl.  "  The  A-  S.  cause  missea  yon 
much  —  even  more  than  the  N.  B.  cause  (oa  far  as  they  are  separable}. 
But  I  never  could  separate  N.  R,  from  my  idea  of  reform  generally.  It  is 
the  temper  of  mind  in  which  all  enterprises  for  humanity  should  be  nnder- 
taken,  rather  than  a  distinct  enterprise  of  itself"  (MS.  Mar.  31, 1843,  M. 
W.  Chapmau  to  H.  C.  Wright).  "  The  [Non-Kesistauce]  Society,  I  regret 
to  say,  has  had  only  a  nominal  existence  during  the  past  year  — and,  indeed, 
ever  since  your  departure.  It  is  without  an  organ,  without  funds,  wiUiont 
agents,  without  publications  "  (M8.  Oct.  1, 1844,  W.  L.  Q.  to  ET.  C.  Wright). 
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CHAPTER  ni. 

The  "  Covenant  with  Death." — 1843. 

MR.  GARRISON  returned  to  his  editorial  duties  in 
the  latter  part  of  January,  1843,  but  his  health    lh.j^-.iq. 
was  far  from  restored.     He  struggled  on  till  June,  when 
a  mysterious  distress  in  the  left  side  again  caused  him     ms.  Apr. 
grave  apprehensions  that  he  had  not  long  to  live.    His     ^;  i^J', 
latest  residence  in  Cambridgeport,  though  very  health-     ^'J^^^' 
fully  situated,  was   associated  with   an   extraordinary 
amount  of  sickness  and  fatality.    As  the  lease  would 
expire  on  July  1,  it  was  decided  to  remove  for  the  sum- 
mer to  the  country,  and  no  place  offered  such  attractions 
as  the  Community  at  Northampton,  Mass. 

This  was  the  third  of  those  original  experiments  by 
which  Massachusetts,  as  J,  H.  Noyes  says,  "appears  to    Am.SKiai- 
have  anticipated  the  advent  of  Fourierism,  and  to  have  """'*■  ^S4> 
prepared  herself  for  or  against  the  rush  of  French  ideas," 
throwing  them  out  "  on  her  three  avenues  of  approach — 
ITnitarianism  [Brook  Farm],  Universalism   [Hopedale],    Anit.p.25. 
and  Nothingarian  ism,"     The  Northampton  Association 
of  Education  and  Industry  was,  indeed,  committed  to  no 
creed,  not  even  to  communism,  as  it  was  a  joint-stock 
concern.    All  its  prominent  members  were  known  per- 
sonally to  Mr.  G-arrison,  who  vouched  for  them  as  "  among  Lib.  12 :  143, 
the  freest  and  best  spirits  of  the  age,"  when  publishing 
their  manifesto.    Organization  was  effected  on  April  8,  Noyes'sAm. 
1842,  and  3&  George  W.  Benson  was  one  of  the  founders,      ^'^155!"' 
the  progress  of  the  enterprise  was  constantly  reported  to 
his  brother-in-law.     "The  subject  of  social  reorganiza- 
tion," wrote  the  latter  on  December  16,  1843,  to  R.  D.        ms. 

Vol.  in.— 6  si 
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:.  Webb,  "is  attracting  general  attention,  and  exciting  a 
growing  interest.  Many  schemes  are  in  embryo,  and 
others  have  had  a  birth,  and  are  now  struggling  for  an 
existence.  As  experiments  to  bless  our  race,  I  feel  an 
interest  in  them  all,  though  I  am  not  very  sanguine  as  to 
the  result  of  this  new  species  of  colonization." 

Edmund  Quincy  to  Richard  D.  Webh. 

Dedham,  June  27  (-July  26),  1843. 

Garrison  has  been  but  in  indifferent  beaJtb  since  his  dread- 
ful illness  in  the  winter.  He  has  some  sort  of  a  swelling  in  his 
breast,  about  the  region  of  his  heart,  which  he  beheves  wiU.  soon 
destroy  him.  He  always  speaks  of  it  as  an  animal  or  devil  (I 
don't  mean  that  he  thinks  it  is  either)  busy  about  his  heart, 
J  which  will  soon  pat  an  end  to  him.  However,  Dr.  Warren,  our 
most  eminent  surgeon,  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  world,  does 
not  regard  it  as  anything  serious.  When  Garrison  had  finished 
consulting  him,  and  tendered  him  his  fee,  he  declined  takiug 
any  fee  "  from  Mr.  Garrison,"  which  we  regard  as  quit*  a  sign 
of  progress,  as  the  Vk.  has  never  shown  any  leaning  towards 
anti-slavery. 

Notwithstanding  this  handsome  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
Dr.,  of  which  G.  was  duly  sensible,  he  regards  his  opinion 
with  infinite  scorn  and  contempt,  havit^  on  the  other  side  the 
opinions  of  certain  homoeopathists  i  and  hydropatiusts,  not  to 
mention  a  couple  of  clairvoyants  who  examined  his  internals 
with  the  back  of  their  heads.  The  ocular,  or  rather  oeexpital, 
evidence  of  these  last  worthies  is  the  most  satisfactory  to  his 
mind.    To  most  men,  the  circumstance  that  they  gave  diaraet- 

iJime  12.  1843,  Mr.  Garrison  writes  to  G,  W.  Benson  (MS-):  "Last 
Tuesday  (June  6]  Dr.  Warren  made  a  careful  esamination  of  my  adde  in 
ihe  presence  of  Dr.  (Henry  I.]  Bowditch.  He  says  it  is  neither  a  tumor 
nor  &n  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  but  a  great  distension  of  tbe  intestinal 
parts  connected  witli  the  stomach,  and  more  troublesome  than  dangerous. 
Df.  (Robert]  Wesselboeft  laughs  at  his  opinion,  and  is  confident  that  Ms 
own  is  the  correct  one.  '  Who  shall  decide  when  doctors  disagree? '  The 
eiarainatioD,  though  tenderly  managed,  gave  me  great  pain  for  several 
days  afterward.  I  think  Dr.  Weaselhoeft  is  nearer  right  than  Dr.  Warren; 
but  Dr.  Bowditeh  fully  agrees  with  the  latter,"  Dr.  Weaselhoeft'a  diagno- 
sis was  a  tumor,  "partaking  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  polypus";  Dr. 
H.  B.  C.  Greene's,  the  enlarged  spleen ;  and  this  was  confflrmed  by  the 
lination  in  1S79, 


J  by  Google 


^T.  38-1  THE   "  COVENANT   WITH   DEiTH,"  Hd 

rically  opposite  accounts  of  the  ease  would  be  startling,  but  Chap.  ill. 
then  G.  belieyes  them  botli  equally,  whieh  arranges  the  affair        ^^ 
satisfactorily.! 

It  is  a  thousand  pities  that  New  Organization  is  not  to  do 
over  agaiu,  for  besides  Garrison's  hetraies  about  Non-Resistanoe, 
Church,  Sabbath,  Ministry,  Perfectionism,  and  Tkomsonianism 
(do  you  tnow  what  that  is  ?)  —  which  last  Phelps  industriously      C/.  ante. 
bruited  about  to  disgust  the  country  doctors,  an  influential  class       2.21. 
with  us  —  they  would  now  have  homteopathy,  hydropathy,  and 
animal  magnetism  to  add  to  the  list.     The  rest  of  us,  however,    LH.  14:35: 
are  inclined  to  hope  that  Dr.  Warren  knows  as  mucL  about  tbe    ""'''^■7'- 
matter  as  any  of  these  new  Ughts,  and  that  Garrison  may  get 

He  is  now  at  Northampton,  with  Geo.  Benson,  his  wife's 
brother,  at  a  Community  to  which  Prof.  Adam  belongs.    He  Anie.^-.yi-i. 
went  there  for  rest,  and  the  way  he  rests  himself  is  to  lecture  ii*.  13:  m, 
every  night  in  the  neighboring  towns,  and  on  Sundays  in  North-      "^'      ' 
ampton  in  tbe  open  air!  D.  L,  Child,  however,  who  took  Boston 
in  his  way  to  New  York  to  take  the  St<mdard,  reports  that  he  Lii.  13: 123. 
looks  well  and  seems  well,  with  the  exception  of  his  enemy  in 
the  chest.    He  is  also  engaged,  or  is  to  be,  in  making  selections    Lii.  13:31. 
for  the  volame  of  his  works.  I  hope  he  will  have  grace  to  select 
the  best  and  to  omit  the  mediocre.    Literary  taste,  however,  is 
not  his  /orte,    I  wish  he  had  left  the  selections  to  Mrs.  Chap- 
man. When  Caroline  Weston  expressed  her  regrets  that  certain 
things  were  inserted  in  the  volume  of  his  poems  by  Johnson,  he       Oliver 
replied,  with  a  smile,  "Ah,  you  know  there  are  all  sorts  of  tastes      '^"^^'^ 
Ln  the  world,"     To  which  she  answered,  that  was  true  enough ; 
but  when  a  man  was  collecting  his  writings  in  a  permanent  form, 
that  there  was  but  one  Mud  of  taste  to  be  consulted,  and  that 
was  the  best.^ 

The  Northampton  Community  had  chosen  a  beautiful 
site  on  Mill  River,  some  two  or  three  miles  from  the 
town,  in  the  suburb  now  known  as  Florence  and  as  a 

1  Badinage.  Of  ono  of  these,  Mr.  Garrieon  wrote  that  she  "conld  not 
aee  tiiat  anything  affected  roy  left  side,  but  said  iliat  I  had  been  consider- 
ably troubled  wi»ii  my  right  side— a  piece  of  inteUigence  which  was  entirely 
new  to  me  I "  (MS.  May  1-Jime  10, 1813,  to  Phtebe  Jackson.) 

£  Both  were  right.  Mr.  Garrison's  literary  ambition,  like  his  poetic 
talent,  was  subordinat*  to  his  moral  purpose  in  life.  Hence,  in  noticing 
the  appearance  of  his  Httle  volume  of  '  Sonnets  and  Other  Poems '  (ante,  p. 
8),  he  profesaed  not  to  be  ashamed  o£  the  sentiment*  eipresacd  in  his 
verses,  "  though  not  persuaded  of  their  poetical  merit "  (Lib.  13:71}. 
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Chap.  III.   great  mamifacturing  centre.    Mr.  Garrison's  delight  in 
the  natural  scenery  of  the  Connecticut  VaUey  was  shared 
for  a  week  in  August  by  N.  P.  Rogers,  with  whom  he 
?er  from  Greenfield 
1  accident  occurred 
j™.        which  sadly  marred  the  pleasure  of  the  sojourn  at  the 
Community.    In  watering  his  horse  at  a  wayside  brook, 
iii.  13:13s,   Mr.  Garrison,  by  some  maladroitness,  upset  his  wife,  with 
'^        her  three-year-old  boy  in  her  arms,  and  her  aged  mother, 
who  all  narrowly  escaped  drowning.^     Mrs.  Garrison's 
right  arm  was  dislocated  at  the  elboit,  but  was  mal- 
treated by  an  ignorant  doctor  as  if  broken,  so  that  weeks 
of  suffering  ensued  till  the  limb  could  be  set.    This  was 
Lii.  13:171.  made  the  occasion  of  special  visits  to  Dr.  Stephen  Sweet, 
the  famous  bone-setter,  at  Franklin,  Conn,,  who  succeeded 
in  the  difficult  operation,  though,  a  subsequent  dislocation 
of  the  same  joint  was  carried  through  life.    By  the  end 
of  October  the  family  had  returned  to  Boston,  occupying 
a'd.  13.      a  new  house  on  Pine  Street,  with  Oliver  Johnson  and  his 
wife  as  welcome  co-tenants. 

The  Liberator,  all  this  time,  had  been  supplied  editori- 
ally by  several  friends  —  by  Quincy  and  Mrs.  Chapman 
above  aU — with  no  loss  to  the  readers  of  the  paper.  Mr. 
Garrison's  physical  condition  and  various  distractions 
during  the  past  two  years  had  confirmed  his  native  habit 
of  proerastiuation,  and  laid  him  open  to  friendly  criticism : 

Udmimd  Quincy  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 
MS.  Dedham,  November  6, 1843. 

Lii.  13: 179.       I  have  sent  in  to  you  my  concluding  article  on  Leavitt,^  wHch 
L%v^.      ^  h.op&  will  meet  with  your  gracious  approbation.    This,  I  pre- 
sume, will  terminate  m.y  editorial  labors  for  the  present,  and  I 

1  "Anne  Weston  says;  'It  was  Gacrison'a  vain  attempt  to  show  how 
wen  he  conld  drive.  It  may  he  well  enough  to  talk  about  "  every  man  his 
own  priest,"  but  "  every  man  his  otth  driver  "  is  another  thing '"  (MS.Ai^. 
24,  1843,  W.  Phillips  l«  E.  Peaae). 

2  See  the  whole  series  of  articles.  discnsaingaoewtheembezBlementof  the 
Finaimpator,  in  which  Quinc;  had  the  help  of  D.  L.  Child,  and  compelled 
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gladly  resign  my  share  of  the  vice-regal  throne  to  its  legitimate  Chaf.  III. 
possessor.  I  eongratalat*  you,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  cause  jg^, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  your  restoration  to  health  and  your 
ancient  occupation.  May  you  live  long  to  discharge  it  worthily  ! 
And  now,  upon  the  occasion  of  my  restoring  to  you  my  part 
of  your  delegated  authority,  wiU  you  pardon  me  if  I  say  a  word 
as  to  what  I,  in  common  with  the  best  friends  of  the  paper,  wish 
to  see  the  Liberator  in  your  hands  ?  I  am  sure  that  I  know  you 
well  enoi^h  to  feel  confident  that  you  will  pardon  thehuugling 
manner  in  which  it  is  very  likely  I  may  perform  the  delicate  and 
somewhat  imgracious  task  of  finding  fault  and  giving  advice.  I 
think  that  yoa  caunot  doubt  my  interest  in  you  and  in  the 
Liberator,  and  that  you  cannot  attribute  anything  I  may  say, 
however  awkwardly  I  may  express  myself,  to  anything  but  an 
earnest  wish  to  make  you  and  your  paper  as  useful  as  possible 
to  the  cause.  Now,  my  dear  friend,  you  must  know  that  to  the 
microscopic  eyes  of  its  friends,  as  weU  as  to  the  telescopic  eyes 
of  its  enemies,  the  Liberator  has  faults.  These  they  teep  tothem- 
selves  as  much  as  they  honestly  may,  but  they  are  not  the  less 
sensible  of  them,  and  are  all  the  more  desirous  to  see  them 
immediately  abolished.  Luckily,  they  are  not  faults  of  prin- 
ciple —  neither  moral  nor  intelleetua3  deficiencies  —  but  faults 
the  cure  of  which  rests  solely  with  yourself. 

I  hardly  know  how  to  tell  you  what  the  faults  are  that  we  find 
with  it,  lest  you  should  think  them  none  at  aU  or  else  unavoid- 
able. But  no  matter,  of  that  you  must  be  the  jn<^e ;  we  only 
ask  you  to  listen  to  our  opinions.  We  think  that  the  paper  often 
bears  the  marks  of  haste  and  carelessness  in  its  getting  up ;  that 
the  matter  seems  to  be  hastily  selected  and  put  in  higgledy- 
piffgledy,  without  any  very  apparent  reason  why  it  should  be  in 
at  all,  or  why  it  should  be  in  the  place  where  it  is.  I  suppose 
this  is  often  caused  by  your  selecting  articles  with  a  view  to 
connect  remarks  of  your  own  with  them,  which  afterwards  in 
your  haste  you  omit.  Then  we  complain  that  each  paper  is  not 
so  nearly  a  complete  work  iuitself  asit  might  be  made,  but  that 
things  are  often  left  at  loose  ends,  and  important  matters  broken 
off  in  the  middle.  I  assure  you,  brother  Harriman  is  not  the  J^sss  p. 
only  one  of  the  friends  of  the  lAba-afor  who  grieve  over  your    ^/^^^^ 

notio«  at  the  handa  of  Leavitt,  Torrey,  Bllzur  Wright,  and  Lewis  Tappsm 
(lAh.  13 :  165, 169, 170, 171,  174, 179, 135,  201).  The  Whig  papers  eagerly 
copied  the  attacks  on  their  Libefty  Party  opponents,  who  all  io  turn  had  a 
hearing  in  the  lahwaior,  though  Qulney'a  acrai^nients  were  carefully 
Bscluded  from  the  .©noneipoior  (MS.  Nov,  27, 1843,  Quincy  to  B.  D.  Webb). 
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.  "more  anon"  and  "more  next  week"  —  whicli  "anon"  and 
"  next  week  "  never  arrive.  This  continuation  from  one  nnm- 
ber  to  another  is,  of  course,  sometimes  unavoidable,  but  surely 
should  be  done  as  seldom  as  possible,  and  never  proposed  with- 
out being  performed. 

Then  we  complain  that  your  editorials  are  too  often  wanting, 
or  else  such,  from  apparent  haste,  as  those  who  love  your  fame 
cannot  wish  to  see ;  that  important  topics,  which  you  feel  to  be 
such,  are  too  often  either  entirely  passed  over  or  very  cursorily 
treated,  and  important  moments  like  the  present  neglected. 
Perhaps  the  last  Liberator  and  the  present  are  the  two  most 
important  ones  in  the  year,  as  thousands  of  persons  read  them, 
on  account  of  the  elections,  who  never  open  an  A.  S.  paper  at 
any  other  time.     And  yet  the  last  was  without  editorial. 

We  have  our  suspicions,  too,  that  good  friends  have  been  dis- 
afiected  by  the  neglect  of  their  communications ;  but  of  this 
we  can  only  speak  by  conjecture.  In  short,  it  appears  to  those 
who  are  your  warmest  friends  and  the  stavmchest  supporters  of 
the  paper,  that  you  might  make  the  Liberator  a  more  powerful 
and  nseful  instrumentality  than  it  is,  powerful  and  useful  as  it 
is,  by  additional  exertions  on  your  part.  It  is  very  unpleasant 
to  hear  invidious  comparisons  drawn  between  the  Liberator  and 
the  Emancipator  with  regard  to  the  manner  of  getting  it  up,  and 
to  have  not  to  deny  but  to  excuse  them  —  and  we  knowing  aU 
the  time  that  you  have  all  the  tact  and  technical  talent  for 
getting  np  a  good  paper  that  Leavitt  has,  with  as  much  more 
intellectual  ability  as  you  have  more  moral  honesty,  and  only 
wanting  some  of  his  (pardon  me)  industry,  application,  and 
method. 

Now  we  know  that  you  have  talent  enoi^h  and  to  spare  to 
write  editorials,  such  as  no  other  editor  can ;  that  you  have  the 
most  ample  materials  for  the  best  of  selections,  and  eminent  tact 
and  sagacity  for  judging  what  is  timely  ;  and,  moreover,  that 
you  have  abundance  of  time  for  doing  all  this,  if  you  would  but 
have  a  httle  method  in  your  madness.  A  week  ie  long  enough 
and  to  spare  for  getting  up  a  paper  if  it  be  properly  used,  and 
all  its  work  be  not  crowded  into  the  last  day.  Fewer  hours  a 
day  than  most  men  of  business  have  to  give  to  their  affairs, 
would  do  it  all  —  provided  the  work  were  begun  soon  enough. 
It  is  not  often  that  a  crisis  occurs  that  demands  the  editorial  of 
an  A.  S.  paper  to  be  written  at  the  last  moment.  Selections 
might  he  made  with  an  eye  to  two  or  three  papers  ahead,  and 
even  editoriab  written,  so  as  to  ^ve  you  opportunity  to  perform 
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your  important  duties  as  a  lecturer.    Hildreth  told  me  that  in      Sickard 
Denierara  he  often  prepared  the  matter  in  advance  of  two  or   ^I'^i^f'li^ 
three  weeks'  papers  (issued  three  times  a  week),  and  then  went 
into  the  country  to  enjoy  himself.    Surely  you  could  do  some- 
thing of  the  sort  by  a  little  forecast  and  method, 

Sound  as  was  this  complaint  and  reproof,  the  remedy 
■was  not  to  be  found  in  "  pigeon-holes  labelled  '  Refuge,' 
'  Selections,'  '  Selections  to  be  commented  upon,' "  etc. 
The  demands  on  Mr.  Garrison's  time  and  strength  merely 
as  a  journalist  were  greater  than  Mr.  Qaincy  could  realize. 
He  had  no  editorial  assistant.  The  volume  of  matter,  in 
manuscript  and  in  print,  relating  to  the  cause  was  grow- 
ing with  tremendous  rapidity.  As  a  rule,  besides  reading 
proof,  he  shared  in  the  mechanical  work  of  the  paper.  Add 
the  interruptions  to  which  he  was  exposed  as  the  leader  of 
the  abolitionists ;  his  lecture  engagements ;  hi  s  anti-slavery  lh,  ,4  ■  53. 
hospitality ;  his  domestic  cares ;  his  constant  anxiety  con- 
cerning his  means  of  support,  and  the  wonder  is  that  he 
found  leisure  to  write  as  much  as  he  did,  whether  for  the 
Liberator,  the  Massachusetts  Board,  the  American  Society, 
or  in  his  private  correspondence.^ 

In  a  more  important  particular  he  was  never  delin- 
quent. As  a  reformer,  he  was  never  dispirited ;  he  never 
lost  his  grip  on  leading  principles.  He  came  directly 
from  his  sick-room  to  his  post  in  January,  with  a  cheer- 
ing survey  of  recent  events  during  his  absence.  It  had  l;*.  13:10. 
consoled  him  while  iR  to  reflect  that  his  removal  would 
be  ot  no  consequence  to  the  cause.  He  affirmed  anew  the 
irrepressible  conflict  betwixt  freedom  and  slavery,  and 
advanced  fresh  arguments  for  disunion : 

"  The  proposition,"  said  he,  "may  be  ridiculed  and  denoimoed,    Lii.  13 :  10. 
and  some  who  calt  themselves  abohtionists  may  be  loudest  in 
their  condemnation  of  it ;  but  all  this  will  avail  nothing.    The 
hoiu:  is  comity  when  men  of  all  sects  and  of  all  parties  at  the 
North  will  rally  under  one  banner — the  banner  op  liberty; 

1  Quiney  himself  Ixire  testimony  to  tlie  sum  of  Ma  frlend'a  perf ormsnce : 
"  Garrison  is,  as  usual,  putting  oft  eTfirything  lie  can  till  the  last  moment, 
buteontrlTlnetodoagooddealontliewLole"  (ItS.  Sept.  22, 1344,  to  R.  D. 
Webb). 
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Chap.  III.  and  a  similar  coalition  will  be  seen  at  the  South  rallying  under 
,^,  THE  Ei^cK  FLAG  OP  SLAVERY.  It  wil!  Hot  be  a  Strife  of  blood 
but  a  conflict  of  opinions,  and  it  will  be  short  and  decisive. 
Possibly,  in  that  hour,  the  South  may  yield  (and  such  a  sur- 
render would  be  to  her  victory  and  renown)  — possibly,  the 
spirit  of  desperation  may  triumph  over  her  instinct  of  self- 
preservation  ;  but,  in  either  case,  the  fate  of  slavery  would  be 
sealed,  the  character  of  the  North  redeemed,  and  an  example 
given  to  mankind  worthy  to  be  recorded  on  the  brightest  page 
of  history.    Thus  much,  at  least,  I  am  bold  to  prophesy." 

Jan.  37,         At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Sla- 

'^^"       very  Society  in  Faneuil  Hall,  he  secured  the  passage  of 

the  following  resolution,  of  bis  own  phrasing,  which  was 

shortly  hoisted  at  the  Liberator  masthead  in  place  of  the 

less  pungent  declaration  which  had  hitherto  been  kept 

flying  there : 

Lib,  13:19.  (~  "Kesolved,  That  the  compact  which  exists  between  the  North 

Isa.  28 :  !5 ;  I  and  the  South  is  '  a  covenant  with  death  and  an  agreement  with 

'™"'-^  Whell' — involving  both  parties  in  atrocious  criminality — and 

•-should  be  immediately  annulled." 


Edmund  Quincy  to  R.  D.  Weib. 

Dedham,  January  29, 1843. 

"We  dissolved  the  Union  by  a  handsome  vote,  after  a  warm 
debate.!  fhe  question  was  afterwards  reconsidered  and  passed 
in  another  shape,  being  wrapped  up  by  Garrison  in  some  of  bis 
favorite  Old  Testament  Hebraisms  by  way  of  vehicle,  as  the 
apothecaries  say. 

The  Church  question  nest  came  up,  introduced  by  Garrison 
in  the  broadest  Herald  of  Freedom  shape,  and  maintained  in  a 
speech  attacking  the  Chorch  and  Ministry  as  direct  obstacles  to 
the  progress  of  the  cause.  This  I  marvelled  at,  knowing  his 
extreme  caution,  and  the  untenableness  of  his  position  on  our 
platform.  I  replied  to  him,  af&rming  that  the  origin  or  author- 
ity of  the  Church  or  Ministry  were  questions  we  had  nothing  to 
do  with  as  members  of  the  Mass.  Society ;  that  all  we  had  a 
right  to  do  was  to  demand  that  every  one  should  use  aU  the 
means  and  machinery  he  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  use  for  the 
I  This  was  on  a  resolution  offered  by  Wendell  PliiUipB  fiift.  13 :  19). 
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extinotion  of  slavery,  leaving  him  to  settle  the  propriety  of  the  Chap.  ill. 
means  with  his  own  conaeience ;  that  it  would  lie  as  much  a  j^, 
breach  of  faith  to  appropriate  time  or  money  bestowed  by  per- 
sons believing  in  the  divinity  of  those  things,  for  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  to  an  attack  upon  them,  as  it  -would  be 
to  apply  funds  given  by  one  believing  them  to  be  mischievous 
impostures,  to  their  defence  and  maintenance ;  that  there  is 
nothing  the  pro-slaverj-  clei^^y  desire  so  much  as  to  have  the 
issue  shifted  from  their  hypocrisy,  and  faithlessness  to  their 
own  acknowledged  standard  of  duty,  to  the  authority  of  that 
standard. 

Rogers  replied,  mailing  the  points  you  would  suppose  from       jv  p_ 
reading  the  Herald,  and  made  the  assertion  that  slavery  could      Rogers. 
not  be  abolished  until  the  order  of  the  ministry  had  been !    I 
know  the  ministry,  like  all  falsehoods,  must  miserably  perish, 
but  I  believe  it  will  survive  negro  slavery  many  a  long  year. 
The  substitute  which  I  moved,  denying  the  Christian  character    Lib.  13: 19. 
to  pro-slavery  churches  and  ministers,  and  denouneing  the  in- 
consistency of  abohtionists  who  sustained  them,  passed  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote. 

The  Non-Eesistance  question,  the  Property  question  (on  which 
Collins  is  horsed  just  at  present,  and  galloping  away  at  a  great  Lib.  13:67. 
rate),  as  well  as  the  Temperance  question  and  multitudes  of 
others,  might  just  as  reasonably  be  made  test  questions  as  the 
Ministry  question.  The  short  of  the  argument  you  will  find  in 
the  Annual  Report,  which  I  wrote  in  consequence  of  Garrison's 
illness.  In  fact,  this  question  which  Garrison  thus  proposed 
bringing  upon  the  A.  S.  platform,  is  the  very  one  which  New 
Organization  made  the  false  pretence  of  the  secession,  and 
which  we  most  strenuously  denied.  I  think,  however,  that  he 
will  see  the  utter  inoompatibiUty  of  making  such  test  questions 
with  associated  action,  and  do  not  apprehend  that  this  false 
policy  will  be  pushed  in  Massachusetts,! 

Church  and  state  were  united  in  the  disunion  resolution  uh.  13 :  81. 
which  "Wendell  Phillips  offered  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Mayij,\%i,-i. 
American  Society  at  New  York,  and  which  read  as  fol- 
lows :  "  That  anti-slavery  is  only  to  be  advanced  by  tramp- 
ling under  foot  the  political  and  ecclesiastical  links  which 
bind  slavery  to  the  institutions  of  this  country."  Mr.  Gar- 
rison reported,  from  the  business  committee,  "That  we 
1  Of  this  episode  no  detailed  report  remains.    See  lAb.  13 :  19. 
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.  cannot  regard  any  man  as  a  consistent  abolitionist  who, 
while  holding  to  the  popular  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution, makes  himself  a  party  to  that  instriiment,  by  tak- 
ing any  office  under  it  requiring  an  oath,  or  voting  for 
its  support."  This  was  laid  on  the  table,  but  its  future 
triumph  was  ensured  by  the  election  of  its  mover  to  be 
President  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mdmimd  Qutncy  to  R.  D.  Webb. 

Dedham,  June  27  (-July  26),  1843. 

I  don't  exactly  remember  when  I  wrote  to  you  last,  but  am 
sure  it  was  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Am.  A.  S.  Society 
at  N.  Y.  It  was  a  singularly  pleasant  meeting  in  all  its  partic- 
ulars. We  did  not  carry  on  from  Boston  so  strong  a  force  as 
we  have  done  for  the  three  last  years,  when  we  chartered  rail- 
ways and  steamboats ;  but  we  were  a  goodly  company  notwith- 
standing. The  whole  number  at  the  meeting  was  about  as  large 
as  it  ever  was,  the  deficiency  from  the  Eastern  States  being 
made  up  from  the  Western  ;  some  having  come  eight  and  slk 
hundred  miles  in  their  own  wagons  to  attend  it,  at  an  incon- 
ceivably small  expense.  This  was  the  first  year  since  the  seces- 
sion that  we  were  fairly  wheeled  into  line  of  battle  against 
slaverj'  proper.     .     .     . 

The  principal  business  of  the  meeting  was  to  decide  what  was 
best  to  be  done  with  the  American  Society.  Some  were  for  dis- 
banding: it,  as  a  machine  costing  more  than  it  was  worth.  More 
were  for  removing  it  to  Boston,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
literally  nobody  in  New  York  but  James  S.  Gibbons  who  either 
would  or  could  act  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
To  prevent  the  scandal  of  a  discnsision  of  these  topics  before  the 
pro-slavery  reporters  and  the  miscellaneous  audiences  we  usu- 
ally had,  we  referred  all  the  business  of  the  Society  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  25,  to  be  arranged  and  in  fact  done  by  them. 

In  this  Committee  the  question  of  the  removal  to  Boston  was 
ui^ed  vehemently  by  Garrison,  Collins,  Foster,  Abby  Eelley,  and 
others,  and  was  apparently  well  received  by  all  the  rest  except 
the  members  of  the  Boston  Clique  >  themselves,  viz.,  WendeU 

1  "  The  '  BosWii  Clique,'  the  system  that,  ic  tho  eleeant  pbrnse  of  Elizur 
Wright,  jr. , '  mahblea  around  a  centre  aomewhere  between  25  Comhill  [ttie 
Liberaior  and  A.  S.  OfBcea]  and  the  South  End'  [meaning  11  West  St.,  tie 
house  of  H.  O,  andM,  W.  Chapman) "  IMS.  Jan.  29. 1843,  Quinq'  to  Webb). 
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Phillips,  Caroline  Weston,  and  myself.    We  orged  that  the    Chap,  i 
removal  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  diasolntion ;  that  it        j^T 
would  be  but  the  Mass.  Society  with  another  name ;  that  it  was 
unnecessary  to  give  pro-slavery  and  New  Organization  such  a 
triumph ;  that  the  nominal  existence  of  the  Society  had  better 
be  maintained  at  N.  Y.,  if  all  it  did  was  to  print  the  Standard, 
et«.    Notwithstanding  and  nevertheless,  the  proportion  would 
probably  have  been  carried,  had  I  not  meekly  suggested  the 
prudence  of  first  ascertaining  whether,  in  ease  of  a  removal  of 
the  Society,  the  services  of  the  Boston  friends  on  whom  they 
depended  would  he  secured ;  (or  that  I  thought,  from  what  I 
knew  of  their  opinions,  that  they  regarded  the  measure  as  so 
unwise  that  they  would  decline  taking  ofBce.    Wendell  eon-    W.PhiU 
Armed  what  I  said. 

This  was  an  unexpected  damper.  Garrison  dilated  his  nos- 
trils like  a  war-horse,  and  snuffed  indignation  at  ns.  "  If  the 
Boston  friends  were  unwilling  to  take  the  trouble  and  responsi- 
bility, then  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said ;  we  must  try 
to  get  along  as  well  as  we  could  in  the  old  way,"  etc.  Any 
unwillingness  to  take  trouble  and  responsibility  was  of  course 
disclaimed,  but  the  necessity  of  their  acting  on  their  own  ideas 
of  what  was  best  affirmed.  At  this  crisis,  Thomas  Earle  of 
Philadelphia  proposed,  as  something  that  would  combine  effi- 
ciency with  the  preservation  o£  our  old  front  to  the  enemy,  that 
a  quorum  of  the  Committee  should  be  appointed  in  Boston,  and 
the  business  done  there.^  This  seemed  to  satisfy  everybody  and 
was  adopted. 

The  appointment  of  Garrison  as  President  was,  I  think,  an 
escellent  idea,  and  it  was  entirely  "  my  thunder."  He  "wAo 
eptscoj^an'd"  a  little  at  first,  but  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept 
the  crown.  Garrison  makes  an  excellent  president  at  a  pub- 
lic meeting  where  the  order  of  speakers  is  in  some  measure 
arranged,  as  he  has  great  feUcity  in  introducing  and  inter- 
locuting  remarks;  but  at  a  meeting  for  debate  he  does  not 
answer  so  well,  as  he  is  rather  too  apt,  with  all  the  innocence 
and  ^mplicity  in  the  world,  to  do  all  the  talking  himself.  This, 
however,  we  shall  arrange  by  having  Francis  Jackson  to  act  as 
V,  P.  on  such  occasions.  It  seemed  necessary  to  do  something 
to  define  the  position  of  the  Am.  Society,  as  Lewis  Tappan  had 

'  This  WKB,  in  effect,  to  acknowledge  and  oonftrm  the  leadership  of  the 
"Mass.  Board  (which,  with  all  due  modesty  be  it  said,  pees  the  tone  to  the 
anti-slavery  of  the  eonntry] "   (MS.   Jan.   30,  1844,   E.   Quincy  W  B.   D. 
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actually  had  tiie  face  to  propose  to  James  Gibbons  a  union  meet- 
J^.  Leaiiiit,  ing  at  OUT  anniversary,  and  Leavitt  had  said  in  the  Emancipator 
that  the  Society  would  probably  have  to  call  in  the  help  of  the 
old  Committee  to  keep  it  ahve  I  I  thought  Garrison's  election 
as  President  would  be  as  efEeetual  a  way  [as  possible]  of  telling 
tliem.  and  everybody  ©be  whereabouts  we  stood.  His  nomina- 
tion was  received  with  a  burst  of  applause. 

The  question  of  who  should  be  editor  of  the  Standard  was  also 
one  of  great  importance.  Great  opposition  was  made  to  David 
Lee  Child  on  account  of  his  bias  towards  "Wb^gery,  but  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  do  tbe  b«st 
they  could  in  the  premises.  The  meeting  went  off  with  the 
greatest  harmony  possible.  Wendell  Phillips's  speech  at  the 
pubhe  anniversary  was  one  of  the  most  magnificent  orations  I 
ever  heard  or  read. 

As  every  act  by  which  Korthem  freemen  were  protected 
in  their  liberties  was  regarded  by  the  South  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  the  progress  of  disunion  was 

Z/i.  13:33.  considerable  in  the  year  1843.  Massachnsetts  passed,  in 
answer  to  the  Latimer  petition,  a  Personal  Liberty  Act 

Lid.  13 :  34.  forbidding  judges  and  justices  to  take  part  in  the  capture 
of  fugitive  slaves,  and  sheriffs,  jailors,  and  constables  to 

Lii.  13:170.  detain  them.     The  Governor  of  Vermont  recommended  a 

ii*.  13:65.  similar  measure.  Maine  rejected  it,  as  being  tantamount 
to  disunion ;  but  imitated  Massachusetts  in  appointing  an 

£j*.  13:4s,    agent  to  protect  the  State's  colored  seamen  in  Southern 

'°' ''■'''■    ports.' 

In  his  admirable    report  recommending  a  Personal 

Li^.iy.ss-  Liberty  Act,  Charles  Francis  Adams  said:  "It  is  the 
slave  representation  which  ...  is  effecting,  by  slow 
but  sure  degrees,  the  overthrow  of  all  the  noble  principles 
that  were  embodied  in  the  Federal  Constitution."  Joint 
resolves  were  accordingly  passed  by  the  Massaehu  setts 
Legislature,  praying  that  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 

1  A  memorial  ot  Boston  shipowners  to  Congress  on  this  subject  elicited 
a,  report  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  (Bohert  C  Wtnthrop  of  Msasa- 
chuaetts,  nhairman),  affirming  the  unoonstJtutionftiity  of  the  Southern  laws 
by  which  colored  seamen  were  arrested  and  kept  in  jail  while  their  vessels 
lay  In  port,  and  sold  as  slaves  if  charges  were  not  paid.  Bnt  the  House 
refused  leave  to  print  it  (UH.  13 :  21,  26,  30 ;  15  r  7). 


J  by  Google 


^T.  3B.]  THE   "  COVENANT   WITH   DEATH."  93 

providing  for  tbe  representation  of  slaves  might  be  re-  chap,  hi, 
moved  from  that  instrument  ;^  and  these  were  presented  1B43. 
to  Congress  —  in  the  House  by  the  elder  Adams,  and  not  z,;*,  13:206; 
received.  In  the  Senate  they  were  received  with  reluc-  '4■^''^^■ 
tanee,  and  leave  to  print  was  refused.  King  of  Alabama  La.  14:33. 
termed  them  " a  proj^sition  to  dissolve  the  Union,"  and  ii*,i4:3i, 
so  did  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  in  a  counter 
memorial,  which  was  promptly  printed  by  the  Senate.         m.  14142, 

John  Quincy  Adams,  in  conjunction  with  Giddings, 
Slade,  Gates,  Borden,  and  Hiland  Hall,  had,  earlier  in  the 
year,  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  free  States,  ub.  13:7s. 
warning  them  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress  to  annex  Texas.  The  "  real  design 
and  object  of  the  South,"  they  declared,  "  is  to  add  new 
weight  to  her  end  of  the  lever.  .  .  .  We  hesitate  not  to 
say  that  annexation,  effected  by  any  act  or  proceeding  of 
the  Federal  Government  or  any  of  its  departments,  would 
be  identical  with  dissolution" — as  being  in  violation  of 
the  national  compact.  "We  not  only  assert  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  'ought  not  to  submit  to  it,' 
but  we  say,  with  confidence,  they  w<mM  not  submit  to  it."^ 

1  Mr.  GarriBOn  liad  proposed  thia  a  dozen  years  liefore  (ante,  1 :  264), 

2  William  Slude,  elected  Cioyemor  of  Vermont  in  1844,  discussed  amnesation 
at  great  length  in  Ms  meeaage  t«tlie  Legislature,  saying:  "Upon  lie  eon- 
anmmation  of  the  threatened  measure,  I  do  aot  hesitate  to  say  that  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Vermont  to  declare  her  unalterable  determinaiioD  to  have 
no  connection  with  the  new  Union,  thus  formed  irlthout  her  consent  and 
against  her  will.  To  carry  out  tbia  deternliQation  would  not  he  to  disaohe 
the  Union,  but  l«  refuse  to  submit  to  its  dissolution  —  not  to  nullity,  but  to 
resist  nulliflisatioo  "  (Lib.  14 :  170) .  And  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  an  address 
atNorthBridg6wat6r,Nov.e,  1814,  held  this  language:  "  The  hero  [Andrew 
Jackson,  lAb.  14 :  181]  entpiires,  who  but  a  traitor  to  his  country  eould 
appeal,  aal  have  done,  to  the  youth  of  Boston  [£i6. 14  ;  169]  to  oppose  hy 
arms  the  decision  of  the  Americ£uL  people,  should  it  he  favorable  to  the 
anneiation  of  Teias  to  the  United  States.  ...  No  1  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  never  sanoMon  the  annesation  of  Texas,  unless  under  the 
delusion  of  such  fables  as  the  Brvlng  treaty  [iiB.  14  :  165,  169,  183]  ;  and  if 
the  faction  of  its  inventor,  invested  with  the  power  of  the  nation,  should 
consummate  the  nefarious  scheme,  by  the  aerahlaneeof  the  people's  appro- 
bation, to  imbrue  their  hands  in  blood  for  wicked  conciuest  and  the  per- 
petuation and  propagation  of  slavery,  then  I  say  to  you  my  constituents, 
as  I  said  to  the  young  men  of  Boston;  Burnish  your  armor — prepare  for 
conflict  —  and,  in  the  language  of  Galgacus  to  the  ancient  Britons,  think 
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So  Judge  Jay,  about  to  sail  for  Europe,  wrote  to  Grerrit 

Zi#.  13: 191;   Smith:  "Eather  than  be  in  union  with  Texas,  let  the 

58,  [62]?*    confederation  be  shivered.    My  voice,  my  efforts  wiH  "be 

for  dissolution,  if  Texas  be  annexed,"    "  We  go  one  step 

further,"  commented  Mr.  Garrison,  "dissolution  now, 

Texas  out  of  the  question."    The  sequel  will  show  which 

Lib.  15 ;  82,    of  these  classes  of  disunionists  had  root,  and  which  would 

wither  away  before  the  glare  of  the  Slave  Power.     But  it 

may  be  noticed  here  that  the  group  of  anti-slavery  Whigs 

led  by  Adams,  who  were  content  with  the  Union  as  it 

had  been  formed,  and  even  as  it  had  been  altered  by  the 

admission  of  fresh  slave  States,  but  drew  the  line  at  Texas, 

i/i.  13:1111.   did  not  find  an  enthusiastic  response  to  their  disunion 

menace  in  the  Liberty  Party, 

As  usual,  Mr,  Garrison's  mind  had  been  occupied  with 
many  subjects  besides  that  which  claimed  his  chief  atten- 
uss.Mar.    tioo.     Greatwasthe  popuIarfermentationoverMiUerism, 
I&.  W.'     whieh  drew  off  many  abolitionists  from  the  ranks,  includ- 
^^^     ing  Charles  Fitch  and  J,  V.  Himes,  and  was  controverted 
y8«ei*''£    by  the  editor  of  the  Liberator  in  two  elaborate  articles. 
ff  St^  m    Communism  and  socialism  also  diverted  many.    In  June, 
Lii.  13: 23'   Mr.  Garrison  attended  as  a  spectator  two  meetings,  in  the 
Lii^iy.g^.    Chardon- Street  Chapcl,  "for  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  the  reorganization  of  society  and  the 
rights  of  property,"  in  which  Collins  took  a  leading  part. 
He  heard  nothing  which  attracted  him  to  the  doctrines 
advoeated.1    A  few  weeks  previously  he  had  replied  to 

of  your  forefathers  —  think  of  your  posterity!"  {lAb.  \i  :  182.)  Compare 
the  position  taken  by  JoHioh  Quincy  in  the  House  of  BepresenlatiTes, 
apeikiag  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana,  Jan.  14,  1811 :  "  I  am 
compelled  to  declare  it  as  my  deliberate  opinion  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  the 
bonds  of  this  Union  are  virtualiy  dissolved ;  that  tho  States  which  compose 
it  are  free  from  (heir  moral  obligations,  and  that,  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  a!I, 
so  it  will  he  the  duty  of  some,  to  prepare  definitely  for  a  separation— ami- 
cably if  they  can,  violently  If  they  must "  (■  LWe  of  Josiah  Quincy,'  p.  206). 
1  On  Dec.  16,18*3,  Mr.  Garriaon  wrote  to  H.  C.  Wright  in  Dublin  (MS.) : 
"John  A.  Collins  is  almost  entirely  absorbed  in  hia  '  Community  '  project 
at  Skaneateles,  and  is  therefore  unable  to  do  mach  directly  for  the  anti- 
slavery  eause.  He  goes  for  a  community  of  interest,  and  against  all  indi- 
vidual possessions,  whether  of  land  or  its  fruits  —  of  labor  or  its  products  ; 
but  he  does  not  set  very  consistently  with  his  principles,  though  he  says 
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some  urging  for  an  expression  of  his  views  on  "  the  prop-    lh.  13:47. 
erty  question":  "We  can  only  say  that  we  have,  at  present, 
'  no  thunder '  to  expend  upon  its  discussion,  pro  or  con, 
for  reasons  that  are  satisfactory  to  our  own  mind.    We 
hope  to  he  always  ready  to  give  our  cooperation  to  every 
Christian  and  feasible  attempt  'to  regenerate  and  redeem 
our  species,'  come  what  may."    In   December,   Charles 
Burleigh  saw  him  at  the  Fonrierite  Convention  of  Friends  ii*.  13:195, 
of  Social  Reform  held  in  Boston,  where  he  spoke,  "and     ^j^J'^j^ 
spoke  well,  bnt  not  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the    „^\^3^ 
Community   leaders."    Capital  punishment,   too,   was  a    j.  m.  Mc- 
frequent  topic  of  the  Liberator's  editorial  page,  owing  to  a 
rather  flagrant  clerical  demonstration  in  support  of  it —   lh.  13:23, 
so  that  the   Massachusetts  Legislature  was   satirically    Jf,'^4:^'. 
petitioned  to  make  the  hangman's  office  a  ministerial 
perquisite.    Finally,  amid  all  these  phases  of  opinion,  a 
revolution  was  taking  place  which  is  thus  described  in  a 
letter  of  Edmund  Quiuey's  to  R.  D.  Webb : 

"  I  am  told  that  Garrison's  opinions,  as  well  as  Eogers's,  have    ^5.  /fan. 
been  greatly  modified  of  late  with  regard  to  the  Bible.    He  is      ^^'  '^3- 
pretty  well  satisfied  that  God  has  not  grown  wiser  by  experi-      C/.  aati. 
ence,  and  that  be  did  not  command  people  to  cut  their  brothers'       ^-426. 
throats  a  thousand  years  before  he  commanded  them  to  love  one 
another.    As  a  man  I  rejoice  at  his  progress,  but  I  don't  know 
^yhether  I  do  as  an  abolitionist.    It  was  so  convenient  to  be  able 
to  reply  to  those  who  were  calling  him.  infidel,  tliat  he  beUeved 
j«  much  as  anybody,  and  swaUowed  the  whole  Bible  in  a  lump, 
from  Genesis  to  Eevelation,  both  included.     They  say  that  in 
Conneetieutthey  always  keep  onemember  of  every  pious  family 
unconverted  to  do  their  wicked  work  for  them.    I  suppose  my 
policy  is  something  of  the  sam.e  sort." 

he  does  the  best  \e  can  in  the  present  state  of  gooiety.  He  holds,  witli 
Robert  Owen,  that  man  is  the  creature  of  eiroumstancea,  and  therefore  not 
deserving  of  praise  or  hiame  for  what  he  does  —  a  most  absurd  and  demoral- 
ising dcctdae,  in  ray  opinion,  which  will  make  shipwreck  of  any  man  or 
any  aeheme  under  its  guidance,  in.  duo  aea^n.  Still,  it  cannot  be  denied 
(hat  circnmstanoea  are  often  very  unfavorable  to  the  development  of  man's 
faculties  and  moral  nattiTe  ;  and  if,  by  a  reorganization  of  society,  these 
can  be  rendered  more  favorable, — as  doubtless  they  can, —  let  it  take 
place.  But  it  is  an  Internal  rather  than  an  outward  reorganiKation  that  ia 
needed  to  put  away  the  evil  that  is  in  the  world."    Compare  Lib.  14 ;  3, 168. 
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CHAPTER  rV. 

"No  Union  with  Si^veholdebs  !"— 1844. 

"  /^  AERISON'S  favorite  hobby  of  the  Dissolution  of 
\  IjT  the  Union,"  as  Quiney  dubbed  the  doctrine  slowly 
evolving  in  the  abolition  mind,  was  discussed  in  Fanenil 
Hall  and  at  the  State  House  at  the  twelfth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  An  ti- SI  a  very  Society. 
Quincy  himself  reported,  for  the  business  committee, 
resolves  deeming  it  "the  only  true  and  consistent  posi- 
tion to  withhold  support  and  sanction  from  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  ;  and  to  present  to  the 
consciences  of  our  countrymen  the  duty  of  dissolving 
their  connexion  with  the  Grovernmeut,  until  it  shall  have 
abolished  slavery."  Stephen  Foster  presented  an  elabo- 
rate protest  as  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  against  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union,  which  was  ordered  printed. 
Mr.  Garrison  was  at  the  front  with  a  resolution,  "  that 
the  ballot-box  is  not  an  anti-slavery,  but  a  pro-slavery, 
argument,  so  long  as  it  is  surrounded  by  the  U.  S.  Con- 
stitution, which  forbids  all  approach  to  it  except  on  con- 
dition that  the  voter  shall  surrender  fugitive  slaves  — 
suppress  negro  insurrections  —  sustain  a  piratical  repre- 
sentation in  Congress,  and  regard  man-stealers  as  equaUy 
eligible  with  the  truest  friends  of  human  freedom  and 
equality  to  any  or  all  the  offices  under  the  United 
States  Government."  Later  in  the  proceedings,  he  intro- 
duced and  maintained  other  resolutions  condemning  the 
nature,  and  showing  the  natural  consequences,  of  the 
"bloody  compromise"  on  which  the  Constitution  was 
founded,  and  urging  the  duty  of  withdrawing  allegiance 
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to  the  compact  aud,  "  by  a  moral  and  peaceful  revolu-    Chap.  iv. 
tioD,"  effecting  its  overthrow,  1844, 

No  action  was  taken  upon  any  of  these,  owing  to  the 
diminished  attendance  at  the  close  of  the  meetings,  bnt  £;*.i4ri9. 
the  Society  was  unmistakably  in  accord  with  the  policy 
of  the  future.  It  followed  Mr.  Garrison  in  renewing  the 
testimony  against  the  Liberty  Party,  and  speciflealiy  (in 
this  Presidential  year)  against  its  candidate,  J.  G.  Birney,  £«.  14:19, 
as  well  as  against  Henry  Clay,  the  predestined  nominee 
of  the  Whig  Party,  and  Calhoun  and  Van  Buren,  possible 
candidates  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

"  Tlie  behavior  of  the  Society  in  all  these  circumstances  was     MS.  Jan. 
admirable,"  wrote  Edmund  Qumey  to    R.  D.  Webb,   "  aud      3°'  ^^'"■ 
showed  that  it  perfectly  understood  itself  and  what  was  going 
on.    I  never  felt  more  relieved  and  satisfiedat  the  adjournment 
of  any  meeting  since  that  of  1839,  when  the  real  battle  of  New 
and  Old  Oi^anization  was  fought,  the  question  being  the  Anii,  2:172- 
aooepting  of  Garrison's  Report.    We  instituted  a  series  of  a         ^''^ 
Hundred  Conventions  in  Massachusetts,^  which  will  suffice  to    iis.  i4;i3. 
open  the  eyes  of  any  who  need  enlightemnent  as  to  the  trao 
character  of  the  Liberty  Party.    If  it  cannot  contiol  and  use 
them,  it  will  do  aU  in  its  power  to  thwart  them  and  destroj  their 

"  John  Quinoy  Adams  oeoupied  a  good  deal  of  tiine,^  and  D. 
L.  Child  made  animfortunate  show  of  zeal  in  defending  his  A.    Lid.  14:19. 
S,  character  —  a  eharaeter  which  Mr.  A.  has  always,  and  very 
emphatically  in  his  last  speech,  disclaimed.    Thomas  Eaile  of  ui.  13:206, 
Philadelphia  (who  is  about  as  rabid  a  Democrat  as  Child  is  a  Aaie.z-.m. 
"Whig,  though  with  more  command  of  his  prejudices)  and  Gar- 
rison brought  up  a  mass  of  facts  respecting  him  which  surprised    Lib.  14: 19, 
me  by  their  amount.^    One  of  the  most  remarkable  proofs  of         *^' 
the  profligacy  of  the  Third  Party  is  the  adopting  of  Mr.  A.  aa 
their  candidate,  virtually,  by  not  setting  np  one  of  their  own  in 

1  In  imltadon  of  the  grand  doable  series  of  a  Hundred  Conrenlions  engt- 
oeered  by  the  American  Society  the  jeax  before  in  the  Middle  and  Western 
States  —  CoUins's  farewell  iropulse  to  the  anti-slaTerj'  mOTement  (Lib.  13 : 
95,  139,  W3,  IK  ,  and  see  Sydney  Howard  Gay's  review  in  Lih.  14  :  11, 15). 
These  MuBsaehusetta  Convenlions  became  the  natural  vehicle  of  the  dis. 
union  propaganda. 

3  Fwfoiicef,  as  atopic,  not  in  person. 

3  Mr.  Child  himself,  in  a  letter  ta  the  Standard,  confessed  the  weight  of 
Mr.  Garrison's  arraignment  of  Adams  (Lib.  14  ;  26). 

Vol.  m.— 7 
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Chap.  IV.   his  District,  and  thus  proeuring  bis  election,  aithougli  theypro- 

1844.        ^^^  ^^*  ^^^y  ^^^  support  no  man  but  one  belonging  to  their 

party,  and  especially  aim  their  blows  at  the  Whigs  and  friends 

of  Clay.    Now  Mr.  Adams  is  a  Whig,  a  supporter  o£  Clay,  a 

repudiator  of  Liberty  Party,  rejects  Immediate  Emancipation 

as  impractieable  and  unjust,  declares  that  he  will  Tote  against 

the  aboKtion  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in 

Florida,  denounces  abohtionists  and  the  A.  S.  agitation ;  and 

while  he  admits  that  slavery  can  be  abolished  by  a  change 

of  the  Constitution,  all  that  he  has  ever  done  towards  it  was  to 

ask  leave  at  the  last  moment  of  a  sesaon,  four  years  ago,  when 

another  member  had  possession  of  the  House,  to  offer  an  amead- 

Anie,i:33s.   ment  pioriding  for  the  emancipation  of  all  slaves  bom  after 

1850 !    He  was  refused  permission  to  offer  his  amendment  then, 

and  has  never  proposed  it  since,  such  as  it  is,  though  he  has  had 

(our  years  to  do  it  in  I    And  yet  Leavitt  claims  him  as  one  of 

Jostfi       his  men,  and  Whittier,  in  a  letter  to  Stua^e,  in  one  of  the  last 

Siw^e.       -g  ^  p^  Eepmiers,  describes  him,  in  effect,  as  the  leader  of  the 

A.  S.  movement,  and  gives  the  British  public  to  imderstand 

that  he  is  the  head  of  the  Liberty  Party !  "  1 

In  a  letter  from  Boston  to  the  Standard,  reviewing  the 
annual  meeting,  Mr.  Child  wrote  that,  as  to  disunion,  lie 
was  convinced  his  repugnance  to  discussing  the  subject 
had  been  wrong.    It  was  a  duty  to  discuss  it,     "  I  can  see 

Lik  i4;26.  plainly,"  he  said,  "  that  the  doctrine  of  'Repeal,'  as  it  is 
called,  is  gaining,  and  must  gain,  ground.  With  me  it 
is  a  question  of  time.  I  am  in  favor  of  dissolution  if 
we  cannot  have  abolition,  and  that  at  a  day  not  very 
distant;  but  I  could  wish  to  see  all  reasonable  means 
used  of  reforming  before  we  destroy  the  Constitution." 
But  no  means  could  be  reasonable  where  the  attainment 
of  the  object  was  hopeless  in  the  nature  of  things.  The 
shallowest  observer  of  the  Southern  temper,  from  the  very 
cj.  unit,     outset  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation,  ought  to  have  per- 

r  ■  303-  304'  ceiye^  that  any  Constitutional  change  adverse  to  slavery, 
and  diminishing  by  one  jot  or  tittle  its  hold  upon  the 
direction  of  the  general  Government,  would,  before  it 

lTherealliead(orflg:ure-beBcl)of  that  party,  J.  G.  Bimey,  having esposed 
Adama'aerratieconraeon  the  subject  of  slavery,  Leavitt  expressly  dissented 
from  his  chief  fiH6.  W  :  K|.  They  were  atone  in  opposition  to  diaunion  on 
any  pretext  (Lib.  17  :  14). 
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could  be  consummated,  be  the  signal  for  a  violent  dis-    Chap.  iv, 
ruption  of  the  Union.     The  election  of  Lincoln  in  1860        1844. 
did  not  touch  the  Constitution,  nor  did  it  avowedly  or 
necessarily  involve  any  amendment  of  that  instrument ; 
yet  the  Slave  Power  refused  to  live  for  a  single  hour 
under  a  regime  pledged  only  to  the  Constitutional  restric- 
tion of  the  area  of  slavery.    In  this  very  year,  1844,  toasts   LH.n-.izg, 
were  drunk  on  the  Fourth  of  July  in  South  Carolina  to        ^*^* 
"  Texas  or  Disunion";  and  there  and  in  Alabama  a  con- 
vention of  the  slaveholding  States  was  demanded,  "to  £14.14:129, 
count  the  cost  and  value  of  the  Federal  Union."    Thomas        ^'^' 
H.  Benton  openly  denounced  annexation,  not  per  se,  but  ii*- 14:142. 
as  being  an  actual  cover  for  a  disunion  conspiracy. 

The  policy  of  seeking  anti-slavery  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  Mr.  Garrison  had  relegated  to  the  limbo 
to  which  he  had  long  ago  consigned  that  of  address-  Aiiie,i:iss. 
ing  moral   appeals  to  slaveholders.     His  Liberator  call 
for  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  American  Society  now 
unhesitatingly  made  the  repeal  of  the  Union  a  main   Zi*.  14:59. 
object  of  rallying  to  New  York.    The  results  of  this  meet-     Mayj-g. 
ing,  which  lasted  three  days,  were  tersely  summed  up  by        '  '^' 
Francis  Jackson  in  a  letter  to  N.  P.  Rogers:  "Theprinei-     MS.May 
pEil  things  we  did  were  to  mend  up  the  Constitution  of        '    ^' 
our  Society,  and  do  what  we  could  to  break  down  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union.     .     .    .     The  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  located  in  Boston,  and  this  afternoon  we  shaU 
muster  our  crew,  and  hoist  anchor  for  another  voyage." 
Wendell  Phillips  led  off  with  resolutions  affirming  "that     La.ii,: 
the  only  exodus  of  the  slave  to  freedom,  unless  it  be  one  /„^f„Je^;, 
of  blood,  must  be  over  the  ruins  of  the  present  American    J^i\ 
Church  and  the  grave  of  the  present  Union ; "  "  that  the 
abolitionists  of  this  country  should  make  it  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  their  agitation,  to  dissolve  the  Ameri- 
can Union;"  and  again,  "that  secession  from  the  present 
United  States  Government  is  the  duty  of  every  abolition- 
ist;   since  no  one  can  take  office,  or  throw  a  vote  for 
another  to  hold  office,  under  the  U.  S.  Constitution,  with- 
out violating  his  anti-slavery  principles,  and  rendering 
himself  an  abettor  of  the  slaveholder  in  his  sin." 
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Lib.  i+:  Mr.  G-arrison's  part  was  a  written  address  to  the  Friends 
^  ''  of  Freedom  in  the  United  States.  This  document,  in  view 
of  the  first  decade  of  the  Society's  existence,  undertook 
a  fresh  declaration  of  its  principles  —  first,  as  regards 
slavery,  "that  it  ought  to  fee  immediately  and  forever 
abolished ; "  and  as  regards  the  existing  national  compact, 
"  that  it  is  '  a  covenant  with  death  and  an  agreement  with 
hell,' "  and  that  "  henceforth,  therefore,  until  slavery  he 
abolished,  the  watchword,  the  rallying-cry,  the  motto  on 
the  banner  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  shall  be, 
'NO  UNION  WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS!'"  "To  ac- 
complish this  sublime  resolution,  the  Society  registers  its 
sacred  pledge" — to  continue  its  agitation  on  the  above 
lines: 

Lib.  14:  "5.  To  give  no  countenance  to  any  political  party  which  is  in 

[32],        Eavor  of  continuing  in  alliance  with  the  slaveholding  States,  or 

Anti,  p.  33.   which  is  for  allowing  slaveholders  to  act  [sit  i]  in  the  national 

halls  of  legislation,  or  for  entrusting  them  with  any  of  the 

interests  of  freemen. 

"  6.  To  persuade  Northern  voters,  that  the  strongest  pohtieal 
influence  which  they  can  wield  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  is, 
to  ceaae  sastainuig  the  existing  compact,  by  withdrawing  from 
the  polls,  and  calmly  waiting  for  the  time  when  a  righteous 
government  shall  supersede  the  institutions  of  tyranny. 

"8.  To  endeavor  to  efEect,  by  all  just  and  peaceful  means, 
such  a  change  in  the  puhUc  sentiment  of  the  North  as  shall 
convince  the  South  that  nothing  but  the  immediate  abohtion  of 
slavery  can  make  us  a  united  people."! 

i«.  14:79,       This  paper,  together  with  Mr.  Phillips's  resolutions, 

'  '■^'  ^'     was  adopted  by  the  Society  by  a  large  majority,  after 

vigorous  opposition  from  all  quarters  —  EUis  Gray  Lor- 

ing,  David  Lee  Child,  Joseph  Southwick,  Abner  Sanger, 

1  So  WashingWo,  in  a  conversation  at  Mt.  Vemon  In  1798  with  John 
Bernard,  a  highl;  intelligent  English  camedian,  remarked  of  (gradual) 
emancipation :  "Not  only  do  I  pray  foe  it  on  the  score  of  homan  dignity, 
but  I  can  clearly  foresee  that  nothing  but  the  rooting  out  of  slaverj'  can 
perpetuate  the  existence  of  our  Union,  by  consolidating  it  in  a  common 
bond  of  principle "  (Bemard'a  '  Retrospections  o£  Americ-i~'  New  York, 
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William  A.  White,'  etc.,  from  the  East ;  Arnold  BufEum,  Chap.  iv. 
from  the  West ;  Thomas  Earle,  with  C.  C.  Burleigh  and  1844. 
J.  M.  McKim,  editors  of  the  Fennsplvania  Freeman,  and 
Thomas  S.  Cavender  of  Philadelphia;  and  James  S. 
Gibbous  of  New  York.  Mr.  Child,  in  accordance  with  a 
notice  already  given,  withdrew  from  the  editorship  of  the 
Standard,  and  was  replaced  by  a  committee  of  three,  con- 
sisting of  Sydney  Howard  Gay,^  office  editor,  Edmund 
Quiney,  and  Mrs.  Chapman.  He  joined  in  the  protests 
formally  entered  against  the  new  policy  by  some  of  those 
whose  names  have  just  been  given.  The  nature  of  the 
objections  will  appear  from  the  following  extracts  from 
Mr.  Garrison's  rejoinder  through  the  Liberator,  on  his 
return  to  Boston : 

"  1.  To  the  objection,  that  the  aetiou  of  the  Society  virtually      i-ii- 14: 
does  away  with  the  rights  of  conscience  of  its  m.embers,  and      .}j?3 
narrows  the  anti-slavery  platform,  we  reply,  that  this  chai^^e      proiesis. 
can  be  sustained  only  by  showing  that  none  are  allowed  to  re- 
tain their  membership  in  the  Society  excepting  those  who  sub- 
scribe to  the  action  alluded  to.    But  no  such  test  is  required — 
the  Constitution  remains  unaltered  —  the  platform  remains  the 
same  as  hitherto  —  as  a  condition  of  membersMp,  nothing  more 
is  required  than  an  assent  to  the  doctrine,  that  slaveholding  is 

1  Ot  Watertown,  Mass.,  a  graduate  of  Harvarf  College  in  1838,  an  ardent 
abolitionist,  and  most  sedlous  and  generous  promoter  of  the  temperjince 
cause,  as  lecturer  and  jonmalist  (Lib.  27 :  92). 

a  Wendell  PMllips  wrote  to  Eliaabetli  Pease  in  October,  18M  (MS.) : 
"The  («-editorship  whs  my  plan,  and  Gag  my  peculiar  selection.  Don't 
yoQ  like  him  J  "  Of  this  colleague,  ' '  a  veiy  well-looking  man  of  about 
tMcty,"  Qnincy  writes  to  Webb  (MS.  June  14,  1844) :  "  He  has  not  been 
tnnoh  heard  of  in  the  cause,  but  has  been  engaged  in  it  for  several  years. 
He  belongs  to  one  of  the  best  of  our  New  England  families  (in  the  Old 
World  sense  of  good  family— hereditary  gentility,  sueoessive  genetaWona 
who  have  not  demeaned  themselves  by  doing  sjiything  useful),  and  is  a 
man  of  escellent  talents,  good  taste,  and  good  edneatiou,  .  .  .  Last 
summer  he  accompanied  the  agents  of  one  of  the  series  of  the  Hundred 
Western  Conventions  as  a  voluuteer,  receiving  only  his  travelling  expenses. 
He  also  attended  our  Hundred  Massachusetts  Conventions,  so  that  he  has 
had  some  eiperienoe  in  the  field.  He  was  also  for  a  tame  the  editor  of  the 
Tillage  paper  pohlished  In  Hingham  [Mass.],  so  that  he  is  not  without  some 
knowledge  of  tiie  details  of  a  newspaper  establishment.  He  is,  moreover, 
in  perfect  unity  with  the  Boefcin  Clique,  which  is  a  great  thing,  you  may  be 
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a  sin  against  God,  and  ouglit  to  be  immediately  abandoned ; 
and,  therefore,  this  objection  falls  to  the  gromid.  Is  the  Soci- 
ety to  adopt  only  that  course  of  action  which  shall  at  all  times 
obtaia  aa  unaEimous  vote  ?  Then  it  can  make  no  progress,  for 
ite  reformative  power  ia  lost.  There  may,  there  must,  he  una- 
nimity of  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  principles  of  our  enterprise ; 
but  in  the  application  of  those  principles  to  existing  religions 
and  poUtical  institutions,  similar  unanimity  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, nor  required  as  a  condition  of  membership  ^  and  the 
minority  of  this  year  may  be  the  majority  of  the  next. 

"  2.  It  is  objected,  that  it  is  the  adoption  of  a  creed.  No 
more  than  the  declaration,  that '  the  American  churches  are  the 
bulwarks  of  slavery ' ;  that  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties 
onght  to  be  abandoned  as  pro-slavery ;  that  no  abohtionist  can 
oon^stently  support  a  pro-slavery  clergyman,  or  continue  in 
Christian  fellowship  with  a  pro-slavery  church,  or  vote  for 
Henry  Clay  or  Martin  Van  Buren.  No  more  than  a  thousand 
similar  opinions  which  have  been  expressed,  from  time  to  time, 
by  anti-slavery  societies  and  at  anti-slavery  meetings,  in  all 
parts  of  the  free  States.  Are  these  opinions  to  be  stifled  be- 
eaase  all  who  belong  to  those  societies,  or  who  profess  to  be 
abolitionists,  are  not  ready  for  their  adoption  ?  And  because  a 
majority  feel  bound  to  utter  them,  is  it  for  the  minority  to  com- 
plain that  such  utterance  is  a  trespass  on  their  rights  of  con- 
science ?  Have  the  majority  no  such  rights  ?^and  when  they 
are  called  upon  to  suppress  their  convictions  of  duty,  to  gratify 
the  minority,  do  not  the  latter  interfere  with  the  rights  of  con- 
science I  Is  not  the  argument '  as  broad  as  it  is  long '  ?  But, 
the  truth  is,  no  proscription  is  implied  or  intended;  nothing 
invidious  is  meant.  The  majority  may  err,  and  the  minority 
may  be  in  the  right,  in  regard  to  particular  propositions  or 
modes  o(  action ;  but  this  does  not  alter  the  platform  on  which 
both  parties  stand;  and  where  there  is  honesty  of  purpose,  in 
due  season  experience  wiU  prove  whose  views  are  most  worthy 
oi  unanimous  approval.  Besides,  what  is  the  creed  that  is  ob- 
jected to?  It  is  all  summed  up  in  a  single  sentence: — 'NO 
UNION  WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS ! '  How  would  it  read :  ~ 
'  Union  mth  tyrants,  for  the  preservation  and  extension  of  liberty ! ' 
What  fellowship  has  hght  with  darkness  ?  and  how  can  Christ 
and  Belial  belong  to  the  same  government,  and  cooperate  to- 
gether for  the  promotion  of  righteousness  in  the  earth  ? 

"5.  The  minority  'regard  the  proposition  [of  disunion]  as 
impracticable.'    If  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  free 
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agents,  then  what  they  have  done  they  can  nndo.i    They  have      Pmiestof 
'made  a  covenant  with  death' — that  covenant  they  can  abro-    ^  q  ^,..' 
gate.     'With  hell  they  are  at  agreement' — from  it  they  can       ing.J. 
withdraw  their  eountenanee.     The  proposition  may  be,  and     j  g  q,i,'_ 
really  is,  impracticable  to  those  who  feel  nnwilhng  or  tuiable      *"""■  ^''■ 
to  support  it ;  bet  not  to  those  who  hail  it  as  eternal  truth,  as 
the  true  anti-slavery  issue,  as  the  ground  of  safety  and  sneeess 
—  and  who,  by  their  deeds,  are  resolved  to  show  that  it  is  a 
duty  which  can  be  easily  peiformed  in  the  strength  of  con- 
seioas  rectitude.     The  objection  that  it  is  '  impracticable '  may 
only  mean  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  protestants,  no  consider- 
able portion  of  the  people  can  ever  be  persuaded  to  adopt  it. 
We  conceive  that  our  obligation  to  do  a  righteous  act  is  not  at 
all  dependent  on  the  question  whether  we  shall  succeed  in  car- 
rsing  the  multitude  with  us.    Of  one  thing  we  are  sure,  that  we 
may  not  innocently  go  with  them  to  do  evil.    Broad  is  the  road 
that  leads  to  death,  and  many  there  be  that  walk  therein. 
Some  of  oiu:  friends  who  look  on  this  revolutionary  step  as  D.  L.  Child, 
'impracticable'  were  as  strongly  persuaded,  at  the  formation     ^^.'^/g' 
of  the  New  England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  that  the  doctrine  of       i :  279.  ' 
immediate  and  unconditional  emancipation  was  futile, '  intoler- 
ant, and  presumptuous ' ;  but  they  were  not  long  in  diacoveiing 
their  mistake,  and  they  recti&cd  it  with  penitent  and  grateful 
hearts.     80  we  trust  it  will  prove  in  the  present  case.    When 

1  Wm.  H.  Chaiming  wrote  to  Mr.  Garrison  from  New  Yorlt  00  May 
12, 1844  fii  6.  14:  £83]):  "The  Confederation  was  adopted  by  tte  'People 
of  the  United  States.'  And  when  tMs  liond  was  found  insufBeient,  the 
'People  of  theTJuited  States'  it  was  who  aasented  to,  ratified,  and  estab- 
lished the  Constitntioii  as  the  Supreme  Law.  3^  adopHim  of  the  ConatilMr- 
tloii  did  not  make  lis  0  Nation.  We  m  a  KaHon  adopted  the  ConstittUum. 
This  is  a  most  important  point.  The  '  People  of  the  Uiii(«d  States,"  by  a 
Sovereign  Right,  under  God,  estaUished  this  Constitution ;  the  '  People  of 
the  United  States,'  by  the  same  Sovereign  Right,  haying  found  that  this 
Constitution,  in  place  of  '  securing  a  tciore  perfect  Union,  and  eEtahliahing 
juatlcB,' &c.,  has  brokenonr  TTnion,  anA  established  injuilice,  &c,  (vide  Pre- 
amble to  the  Constitution),  can  pass  on  from  that  Constitution,  thus  proved 
imperfect,  to  a  higher  and  better  one,  as  they  did  from  the  Confederacy. 
And  the  ekd  in  view  shall  etii,i,  be  Usiob,  not  DistraiOK.  .  .  .  This 
Is  not  sehismatio,  nor  treacherons,  nor  nullifying;  it  is  legitimate,  and 
right,  and  reasonable.  ...  In  demanding  that  the  'People  of  the 
United  States '  be  faithful  to  their  professed  principles,  they  [the  aboli- 
tionists] assume  a  Positive  position,  and  throw  the  odlnm  of  mere  Nega- 
tion and  Opposition  upon  the  Slaveholder.  The  Rectitude  of  this  is  plain, 
and  the  Policy  of  it  is  equally  so.  Itpnta  the  Slaveholder  in  his  traepla^  as 
the  Disumoniat;  it  eiposea  to  the  world  that  the  only  actual  disturbing 
element  in  our  Union  is  our  injustice  to  onr  colored  brethren." 
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the  doctrine  of  teetotalisra  was  first  advocated,  to  all  but  a, 
clear-sighted,  adventurous  few  it  seemed  utterly  chimerical. 
How  ia  it  now  regarded  ?  Now,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  doctrines 
referred  to  are  not  more  consonant  with  reason  and  duty  than 
that  which  requires  freemea  to  have  '  NO  UNION  WITH 
SLAVEHOLDERS.' 

"  6.  The  protestants  '  regard  the  proposition  as  calculated  to 
impair  the  character  and  iafluenee  o£  the  Society.'  The  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society  has  never  had  any  character,  except 
for  fanaticism;  and  never  can  have  any,  safely,  nntil  the 
trumpet  of  jnbilee  sounds  throughout  the  land.  Our  prophecy 
is,  that  while  the  new  position  which  it  has  assumed  will  snbject 
the  Society  to  fresh  contumely  and  derision,  for  a  tiine,  posterity 
will  regard  it  with  special  admiration  and  gratitude  j  and  uni- 
versal tyranny  shall  feel  it  as  a  blow  struck  by  the  hand  of 
onmipotenoe.  The  '  influence '  of  the  Society  has  been  just  in 
proportion  to  its  faith  in  God,  its  fidelity  to  its  principles,  its 
readiness  to  be  without  reputation.  We  believe  it  now  occu- 
pies the  highest  defensible  ground  against  the  enemy. 

"  7.  It  is  objected,  that  this  is  '  precisely  the  course  which  all 
the  crafty  advocates  of  slavery  would  wish  ns  to  pursue.'  This 
is  empty  assertion  —  and  the  facts  that  have  already  transpired 
prove  it  to  be  equally  fallacious.  What  rage  and  consternation 
were  excited  in  Congress  on  the  presentation  of  the  famous 
Haverhill  petition  for  a  peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union  !  How 
did  '  the  crafty  advocates  of  slavery '  gnaw  their  tongues  for 
pain,  and  cry  out,  as  did  3dndred  spirits  of  old,  that  they  were 
tormented  before  their  time  !  How  did  it  eztort  the  confession 
from  the  lips  of  Southern  Senators  and  Eepreseutatives,  that  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union  would  be  a  dissolution  of  slavery !  How 
effectuaUyhasit  silenced  Southern  bluster,  and  humbled  South- 
eruaudacity,iuregard  to  a  separation!  Andnowthatthe  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society  calls  for  secession  —  now  that  a  host 
of  the  foremost  and  moat  unflinching  advocates  of  emancipa- 
tion are  ready  to  sound  the  tocsin  of  disunion  —  now  that  the 
motto  on  the  anti-slavery  banner  is,  'NO  UNION  WITH 
SLAVEHOLDERS!'^ is  it  to  be  credited  that  they  who 
quailed  before  the  solitary  petition  from  Haverhill,  signed  by 
some  thirty  individuals,  wiD  now  rejoice  and  take  courage  H 
'  0,  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  I '  But  let  time  deter- 
mine this. 

"  9.  It  is  '  in  opposition  to  the  evident  doctrine  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Society.'    But  that  conatitutioa  provides  for  the 
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use  of  all  moral  aad  legal  means  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery ;    Chap.  IV. 
and  these  are  embodied  in  the  doctrine  of  secession  from  the        j^ 
Government  A 

"11.  It  is  ui^ed  that  the  gromid  of  disunion  'is  an  attack  Protest  of 
upon  the  conscientious  convictions  of  the  minority,  of  the  same  Bug'sm' 
character  as  that  which  is  said  to  have  been  formerly  attempted 
by  new  organizationists,  but  repudiated  by  this  Society — they 
having  proposed  to  decide  that  it  was  the  moral  duty  of  every 
abolitioniBt  in  the  country  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vot«  for  pubUc 
officers,  and  the  present  measure  being  a  decision  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  abohtionists  to  abstain  from  such  voting.'  Here  we 
have  a  comparison  of  eases,  but  there  is  no  analogy  between 
them.  The  fact  is,  that,  though  James  G.  Bimey  and  a  few 
others  advocated  the  moral  duty  of  voting,  the  question  was 
never  presented  to  the  American  A,  S.  Society  for  its  consider- 
ation. The  division  in  1840  took  place  in  consequence  of  Abby 
Kelley  being  placed  on  a  business  committee,  and  the  refusal  of  ^s/s,  2:348, 
the  Society  to  put  a  padlock  on  Hie  hps  of  any  of  its  members  349- 
who  alight  feel  moved  to  speak  in  behalf  of  '  the  suffering  and 
the  dumb.'  Besides,  the  ground  assumed  by  Bimey  and  his 
abettors  was,  not  simply  that  voting  was  an  anti-slavery  duty, 
but  that  it  should  be  recognized  as  a  rehgious  obligation  at  all 
times,  and  this  bloody  and  atheistical  government  as  having  a 
divine  origin  and  approval  I  This  creed  they  wanted  abolition- 
ists to  swallow  before  they  should  be  allowed  to  occupy  the 
anti-slavery  platform  as  those  in  'regular  standing.'  It  was 
justly  regarded  by  the  bone  and  musele  of  our  enterprise  as  a 
prescriptive  and  unjustifiable  measure,  resorted  to  evidently  for 
an  evil  puipose,  and  urged  out  of  no  regard  for  the  onward 
march  of  emancipation,  as  the  sequel  has  fuUy  proved.  It  is 
now  charged,  as  an  equally  heinous  offence,  that  the  Society 
has  decided  '  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  abolitionists  to  abstain 
from  voting.'  True  —  voting  to  gmtam  a  hlooA-cemmted  Union 
and  a  pro-slavery  GonsUtiiMon — but  not  true  in  regard  to  the 
abstract  question  of  voting,  or  of  the  form  of  government  which 
is  in  harmony  with  the  will  of  God  and  the  freedom  of  the 
human  mind.    A  wide  diSerenee. 

1  Mrs.  Ciiapman  patly  reoaJled  the  passage  in  the  Deelaration  of  Senti- 
ments of  1833  f'onJe,  1:  411),  in  which  Mr,  Sarrlson,  after  having  deserihed 
the  pro-slavery  obligations  of  the  North  under  the  Constitution — ^in  other 
words,  having  eharaeterized  the  Union — conelnded:  "This  relatioD  to 
slavery  ia  criminal,  and  full  of  danger ;  it  must  bb  broken  up  "  (Lib.  14  : 
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Protest  of  "  13.  It  is  arguedi  that '  if  voting  under  the  Constitution  be  a 
^Buff^  criminal  partieipation  in  slavery,  the  paying  of  taxes  under  it 
is  eqniilly  so.'  Without  stopping  to  show  that  there  is  a  fallacy 
in  this  argument,  we  reply,  tiat,  in  the  common  use  and  under- 
standing of  the  terms,  no  seceder  wiU  ever  again  pay  toixes  to 
the  Government  while  it  upholds  slavery.  He  may  consent 
peaceably  to  yield  up  what  is  demauded  of  him,  but  not  with- 
out remonstrance,  and  only  as  he  would  give  up  his  purse  to  a 
highwayman.  He  will  not  recognize  it  as  a  lawful  tax  —  he 
will  not  pay  it  as  a  tax  —  but  will  denounce  it  as  robbery  and 
oppression. 
Pmtesi  of  "  17.  The  last  objection  urged  by  the  protestants  is,  that '  it 
^Baffum^  proposes  to  dissolve  the  American  Union,  and  our  membership 
of  it,  before  having  petitioned  for  a  change  of  the  objectionable 
features  of  the  American  Constitution.'  Of  what  avail  is  it  to 
petition  when  the  right  of  petition  is  denied  and  trampled  in  the 
dast  \  What  is  it  bnt  to  mock  ns  to  say,  when  we  are  treated 
as  outlaws,  and  slavery  reigns  over  the  land,  that  we  have  not 
gone  through  certain  worthless  forms  before  declaring  that  we 
will  not  any  longer  '  walk  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor 
stand  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sit  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful '  ? 
It  is  enoi:^fa  that  the  Government  is  powerless  to  protect  us  — 
nay,  that  it  gives  us  up  to  destruction  ■ — nay,  more,  that  it  keeps 
in  chains,  as  beasts  of  burden,  three  millions  of  the  people.  As 
Gm.  19 :  17,  the  angels  said  to  Lot, '  Escape  for  thy  life  !  —  look  not  behind 
thee,  neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain  x  escape  to  the  mountain, 
lest  thou  be  consumed!'  —  soars  we  to  'come  out'  and  be  sep- 
im.  26:13.  arate,  in  the  spirit  of  heavenly  allegiance  exclaiming,  '  0  Lord 
our  God,  other  lords  beside  thee  have  had  dominion  over  us ;  but 
by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name.'  How  appli- 
isa.  8 :  11-14.  cable  the  language  of  Isaiah  to  the  present  emergency !  -~  '  For 
the  Lord  spake  thus  to  me  with  a  strong  hand,  and  instructed 
me  that  I  should  not  walk  in  the  way  of  this  people,  saying, 
Say  ye  not,  A  omfederacy,  to  all  them  to  whom  this  people  shall 
say,  A  eonfederao)  ;  neither  fear  ye  their  fear,  nor  be  afraid. 
Sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts  himself  j  and  let  him  be  your  fear, 
and  let  him  be  your  dread ;  and  he  shall  be  for  a  sanctuary.' 

"  We  have  thus  examined  every  objection  brought  by  the 
protestants  against  the  action  of  the  Parent  Society,  as  far  as 
our  narrow  limits  will  permit  —  with  what  success,  our  readers 
must  decide.  The  more  we  weigh  this  matter,  the  stronger 
grows  our  conviction  that  the  true  issue  is  now  made,  that 
abolitionists  shonld  take  a  revolutionary  position,  and  that 
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the  watchword  in  oux  ranks  should  be,  '  NO  UNION  WITH    Chap.  iv. 
SLAVEHOLDERS ! ' "  ,^ 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  lost  no  time  in  publishing  a  formal  statement  of 
the  disunion  position,  in  an  Address  to  the  Friends  of  lh.  14:86. 
Freedom  and  Emancipation  in  the  United  States.  This 
document,  signed  by  Mr,  Garrison  as  President,  was 
mainly  from  his  pen,  with  the  probable  collaboration  of 
his  oo-signers,  the  Secretaries,  Wendell  Phillips  and  Mrs. 
Chapman.  It  drew  justification  for  a  measure  confessedly 
revolutionary  from  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
the  consequent  revolt  against  the  despotism  of  England. 
The  far  greater  despotism  of  the  existing  national  Gov- 
ernment —  "a  guilty  compromise  between  the  free  and 
slaveholding  States" —  was  alleged  and  demonstrated. 

"11,  The  Amenean  Constitution  is  the  exponent  of  the  na-  Lii.  14:3s. 
tional  compact.  We  afBnn  that  it  is  an  instrument  which  no 
man  can  innocently  bind  himself  to  support,  because  its  anti- 
repubiican  and  anti-Christian  requirements  are  explicit  and 
peiemptory; — at  least,  so  explicit  that,  in  regard  to  all  the 
clauses  pertaining  to  slavery,  they  have  been  uniformly  under- 
stood and  enforced  in  the  same  way  by  all  the  courts  and  by 
all  the  people  j  and  so  peremptory  that  no  individual  interpre- 
tation or  authority  can  set  them  aside  with  impunity.  It  is 
not  a  ball  of  clay,  to  be  moulded  into  any  shape  that  party 
contrivance  or  caprice  may  choose  it  to  assume.  It  is  not  a 
form  of  words,  to  be  interpreted  in  any  manner,  or  to  any 
extent,  or  for  the  accomplishment  of  any  purpose,  that  iudi- 
viduals  in  office  under  it  may  determine.  It  means  precisely  what 
those  ^eho  framed  and  adopted  it  meant — nothing  MOEb,  nothing 
LESS,  as  a  matter  of  barjjBJm  and  compromise.  Even  if  it  can  be 
construed  to  mean  something  else,  without  violence  to  its 
language,  such  oonstmotion  is  not  to  be  tolerated  against  the 
mshes  of  either  party.  No  just  or  honest  use  of  it  can  be  made, 
in  opposition  to  the  plain  intention  of  lis  framers,  exc^f  to 
declare  the  contract  at  an  end,  and  to  refme  to  serve  under  it.^ 

1  "  Every  mail  that  is  called  upon  to  administer  the  Cocstitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  act  nnder  it  in.  any  respect,  is  bound,  in  honor,  and  Mth, 
and  duty,  to  take  it  in  its  ordinary  accejitation,  and  to  act  upon  it  aa  it  was 
understood  by  those  who  framed  it,  and  received  by  the  people  when  they 
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"To  the  ai^mnen.fc,  that  the  words  'slaves' and  'slaveholders' 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  that  it 
was  never  intended  to  give  any  protection  or  countenance  to  the 
slave  system,  it  is  sufficient  to  reply,  that  though  no  such  words 
are  contained  in  that  instroment,  other  words  were  used,  intelli- 
gently and  speoificaUy,  to  meet  the  necessities  OE  slavery  ; 
and  that  these  were  adopted  in  good  faith,  to  ie  ohserved  untS  a 
eomfifutional  change  could  be  effected.  On  this  point,  as  to  the 
design  of  certain  provisions,  no  intelligent  man  ean  honestly 
entertain  a  doubt.  If  it  be  objected,  that  though  these  pro- 
visions were  meant  to  cover  slavery,  yet,  as  they  can  fairly  be 
iaterpreted  to  mean  something  esactly  the  reverse,  it  is  allow- 
able to  give  them  snch  an  interpretation,  especially  as  the  cause  of 
freedom  wiU  tkerelry  be  promote — we  reply,  that  this  is  to  advo- 
cate fraud  and  violence  toward  one  of  the  contracting  parties, 
tehose  cooperation  icos  secured  onlj/  bif  an  express  agreement  and 
understanding  between  them  both,  in  regard  to  the  claiises  alluded  to; 
and  that  sueh  a  construction,  if  enforced  by  pains  and  pen- 
alties, would  unquestionably  lead  to  a  civil  war,  in  which  the 
aggrieved  party  would  justly  claim  to  have  been  betrayed  and 
robbed  of  their  constitutional  rights, 

"Again,  if  it  be  said  that  those  clauses,  being  immoral,  are 
null  and  void — we  reply,  it  is  true  they  are  not  to  be  observed ; 
but  it  is  also  true  that  they  are  portions  of  an  instrument  the 
support  of  which,  as  a  whole,  is  required  by  oath  or  afttrma- 
tion  ;  and,  therefore,  because  they  are  immoral,  and  BECAUSE  OP 
THIS  OBLIGATION  TO  ENTORCE  IMMORAUTT,  no  one  can  inno- 
cently swear  to  support  the  Constitution. 

"Again,  if  it  be  objected  that  the  Constitution  was  formed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  order  to  establish  justice, 
to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity,  and  therefore  it  is  to 
be  so  construed  as  to  harmonize  with  these  objects ;  we  reply, 
again,  that  its  language  is  not  to  be  interpreted  in  a  sense  which 

adopted  it,  and  as  it  hss  been  practised  upon  since,  tbravgh  all  admiuis- 
tratlona  of  the  GoTernment "  (Daniel  Welister  at  Philadelphia,  Dec  2, 1846. 
'Works,'  2:312).  "On  the  subject  of  onr  relations  with  the  South  and 
ila  slavery,  we  must  —  as  I  have  always  thought — do  one  of  two  thiaga: 
either  keep  honestly  the  bargain  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  shall  be  inter- 
preted by  the  anthorifies  to  whom  we  have  agreed  to  confide  its  interpre- 
tation,— of  which  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  ihe  chief  and 
aafest,— or  declare  honesOy  that  we  can  no  longer  in  onr  consciences  con- 
sent to  keep  it,  and  break  it "  (Ctaorge  Ticknor  to  W,  E.  Chauning,  Apr.  20, 
1842.    'Lifeof  Tiekiior,'2:3l)0). 
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ndtho'  of  the  eontracUng  parties  understood,  and  ■whieh  would  Chap.  IV. 
frjistrate  the  very  design  of  their  aUianoe  —  to  wit,  wwion  at  j^ 
the  expense  of  the  colored  popula^on  of  the  country.  Moreover, 
nothing  ia  more  certain  than  that  the  preamble  alluded  to 
never  included,  in  the  minds  o£  those  who  framed  it,  those  who 
were  then  pining  in  bondage— ior,  in  that  case,  a  general  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves  would  have  instantly  been  proclaimed 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  words, '  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  hberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,'  assuredly  meant 
only  the  white  population.  '  To  promote  the  general  welfare,' 
referred  to  their  own  welfare  eselusivety.  '  To  estabUsh  justice,' 
was  understood  to  be  for  their  sole  benefit  as  slaveholders 
and  the  guilty  abettors  of  slavery.  This  is  demonstrated  by 
other  parts  of  the  same  instrument,  and  by  their  own  practice 
under  it. 

"  We  would  not  detract  aught  from  what  is  justly  their  due ; 
bat  it  is  as  reprehensible  to  ^ve  them  credit  for  what  they  did 
not  possess,  as  it  is  to  rob  them  of  what  is  theirs.  It  is  absurd, 
it  is  false,  it  is  an  insult  to  the  coaunon  sense  of  mauldnd,  to 
pretend  that  the  Constitution  was  intended  to  embrace  the 
entire  population  of  liie  country  under  its  sheltering  wings; 
or  that  the  parties  to  it  were  actuated  by  a  sense  of  justiee  and 
the  spirit  of  impartial  liberty;  or  that  it  needs  no  alteration, 
but  only  a  new  interpretation,  to  make  it  harmonize  with  the 
object  aimed  at  by  its  adoption.  As  truly  might  it  be  argued, 
that  because  it  is  asserted  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  endowed  with  an  inahen- 
able  right  to  liberty,  therefore  none  of  its  agnerswere  slave- 
holders, and,  since  its  adoption,  slavery  has  been  banished  from 
the  American  soil !  The  truth  is,  our  fathers  were  intent  on 
securing  liberty  to  themselves,  without  being  very  sernpuloua  as 
to  the  means  they  used  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  They  were 
not  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  universal  philanthropy ;  and  thoi^h 
in  words  they  reeogaized  occasionally  the  brotherhood  of  the 
human  race,  in  prfKtioe  they  continually  denied  it.  They  did 
not  blush  to  enslave  a  portion  of  their  feUow-men,  and  to  buy 
and  sell  them  as  cattle  in  the  market,  while  they  were  fighting 
against  the  oppression  of  the  mother  country,  and  boastii^  of 
their  regard  for  the  rights  of  man.  Why,  then,  concede  to  them 
virtues  which  they  did  not  possess  ?  Why  cling  to  the  falsehood, 
that  they  were  no  respecters  of  persons  in  the  formation  of  the  Oov- 
emment  ?  Alas  !  that  they  had  no  more  fear  of  God,  no  more 
regard  for  man,  in  their  hearts !     '  The  iniquity  of  the  house  of   Esei,  g ;  9. 
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Israel  and  Judah  [the  North  and  the  South]  is  eseeeding  great, 
and  the  land  is  full  of  blood,  and  tho  city  fiiH  of  perverseness ; 
for  they  say,  The  Lord  hath  forsaken  the  earth,  and  the  Lord 
seeth  not,' " 

This  strict  eonstmction  —  of  which  the  South  might 
have  applauded  the  integrity  and  legality  (but  for  the 
conclusion,  deadly  to  slavery),  and  which  it  would  now 
be  obsolete  and  ridiculous  to  controvert  —  was  followed 
in  the  Address  by  a  critical  examination  of  the  pro-slavery 
compromises  of  the  Constitution.  We  pass,  instead,  direct 
to  the  closing  passages : 

"  The  form  of  government  that  shall  succeed  the  present 
government  of  the  United  States,  let  time  determine.  It  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  ai^^ue  tliat  question  until  the  people  are 
regenerated  and  Inmied  from  their  iniquity.  Ours  is  no  anar- 
chical movement,  but  one  of  order  and  obedience.  In  ceasing 
from  oppression,  we  establish  liberty.  What  is  now  fragmen- 
tary shall  in  due  time  be  crystallized,  and  shine  like  a  gem  set 
in  the  heavens,  for  a  light  to  ail  coming  ages. 

"  Finally,  we  believe  that  the  effect  of  this  movement  will  he  — 

"First,  to  create  discussion  and  agitation  throughout  the 
North  i  and  these  will  lead  to  a  general  perception  of  its  gran- 
deur and  importance. 

"  Secondly,  to  convulse  the  slumbering  South  like  an  earth- 
qTiafee,  and  convince  her  that  her  only  alternative  is  to  abolish 
slavery,  or  be  abandoned  by  that  power  on  which  she  now  reHes 
for  safety. 

"  Thirdly,  to  attack  the  Slave  Power  in  its  most  vulnerable 
point,  and  to  carry  the  battle  to  the  gate. 

"Fourthly,  to  esalt  the  moral  sense,  increase  the  mora! 
power,  and  invigorate  the  moral  constitution  of  all  who  heart- 
ily espouse  it. 

"  We  reverently  believe  that,  in  withdrawing  from  the  Amer- 
ican Union,  we  have  the  God  of  justice  with  us.  We  know  that 
we  have  our  enslaved  countrymen  with  ns.  We  are  confident 
that  all  free  hearts  wiU  be  with  us.  We  are  certain  that  tyrants 
and  their  abettors  will  be  against  us." 

The  last  battle-ground  of  the  disunion  doctrine  was  the 
New  England  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  whose  s 
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began  in  the  Marlboro'  Chapel,  Boston,  on  the  28fch  of    iis.  14:91, 
May.    Qaincy  thus  epitomized  it  for  Webb : 

"The  New  England  ConTention  was  the  best  one  we  ever     MS.  June 
bad — the  fullest  attendance,  the  most  spirited  debates,  the      '*'  '  ^'*" 
most  new  faces  among  the  members  (the  fruits  of  our  spring 
conventions),  and  the  most  thorough  action.    The  cLuestion  of    Anie.f.  97. 
the  duty  of  withdrawing  from  the  support  of  the  U.  S,  Govern- 
ment on  account  of  its  pro-slavery  character,  and  of  niaking 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union  our  main  measure,  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Convention,     The  debates  were  very  fine.     That  is, 
Garrison  and  Philhps  did  adniu;ably,  C.  C.  Burleigh  very  well 
indeed,  on  the  one  side,  and  Pierpont,  Amasa  Walker,  Hildreth      Sni.  j. 
('ArehyMoore'i)did  all  that  oouldbe  done  on  the  other.     But      g^^,^ 
in  fact  there  was  but  one  side.    The  arguments  in  favor  of  act-     HiUreth. 
ing  under  the  existing  Government,  or,  rather,  the  casuistry  by 
which  swearing  to  do  wicked  things  which  at  the  time  you  don't 
mean  to  do  was  justified,  were  enough  to  convince  any  reason- 
able person  of  the  truth  of  what  they  opposed     Pierpont's 
speech  was  the  most  extraordinary  piece  of  Jesmtism  that  I 
ever  heard.    The  world's  people  among  the  audience  were 
shocked  at  it.    An  old  president  of  a  bank,  no  abobtionist,  who 
was  in  from  curiosity,  told  me  that  the  business  of  the  world 
could  not  go  on  for  a  day  on  his  [Pierpont  s]  pnnciples   if 
fairly  carried  out ;  that  they  struck  at  the  root  of  all  bumin 
society,  and  would  destroy  all  confidence  of  man  m  man     And 
yet  this  is  the  only  process  by  which  he  [Pierpont]  can  recon 
cile  his  support  of  the  Liberty  Party  with  morality 

"  The  vote  surprised  us  all.  At  one  time  we  thought  it  might 
not  pass.  Latterly  we  thought  it  would  be  earned  b^  a  small 
majority.  But  when  the  roll  was  called,  it  seemed  as  if  theie 
were  no  'nays'  at  all,  they  came  dropping  in  at  such  distant 
intervals.  The  vote  stood  250  to  24.  This  wa-i  on  tbe  lait  day  May  31, 
of  the  Convention,  when  very  many  had  been  obliged  to  go  '^ 
home,  or  the  vote  would  have  been  much  larger  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions.  But  those  that  remained  were  Vi  er^me  de  la  erhm 
of  the  New  England  Abohtionists,  and  stood  for  the  very  bone 
and  muscle  of  the  cause." 

1  The  flrst  anW-sJ&very  novel,  by  the  future  historian  of  the  United  States ; 
the  eub-title  being  "The  White  Slave,"  It  was  publiahed  towards  the  eloao 
tl  1836,  and  had  a  powerful  effect  (lAh.  1  -.  35,  56.)  Laeking  the  prepared 
soil  on  which  '  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin '  fell,  It  failed  of  the  vogue  which  its  fine 
literary  qualtties  merited ;  yet  in  1846  had  reached  a  sixth  edition  ilA'h. 
16:94), 
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Ante.p.  loi.  William  A,  White  was  joined  by  Richard  Hildreth  in 
renewing  hie  protest  against  the  resolutions  so  trium- 

ub.  14;  I.  phantly  adopted.  The  general  tenor  of  it  was,  that  the 
proposed  policy,  besides  being  narrow  and  proseriptive, 
would  make  "  no  government "  men  of  the  abolitionists  as 
a  body,  and  would,  in  all  consistency,  preclude  them  from 
any  use  of  the  existing  State  and  Federal  machinery 
against  slavery,  as  by  petitions  and  the  like.  Practically, 
disunion  would  end  either  in  forcible  emancipation  initi- 
ated by  the  free  States,  or  in  a  servile  insurrection  having 
their  countenance.     George  Bradbum,  with  some  qnalift- 

Zi*.  14:130.   cation,  but  also  with  a  peculiar  bitterness  to  be  more  fully 

ilsliaeiigs!  revealed  ere  Jong,  assented  to  these  objections  — his  first 
step  towards  joining  the  Liberty  Party  outright.    Among 

£;■*.  14:93,  the  nays  we  remark  farther  Maria,  the  sister  of  William 
A.  White,  and  her  affianced,  James  Russell  Lowell,  though 
the  latter  had  been  moved  at  the  Convention  to  compose 
verses  of  a  stiffer  tone  on  the  main  question,  as  thus: 

£«.  14:153.  "  Whate'er  we  deem  Oppression's  prop, 

Time-honored  though  it  be. 
We  break,  nor  fear  the  heavens  will  drop 
Because  the  earth  is  free."i 

The  conclusion  of  the  struggle  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
disunion  policy  was  marked  by  a  bit  of  scenic  effect.  On 
the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the  Convention,  C,  C.  Bur- 
leigh presented  in  its  behalf  to  Mr,  Garrison,  as  President 
of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  a  silken  banner 
(still  preserved},  bearing  on  one  side  a  satirical  symbol  of 
Lii.  14:91,  American  oppression, —  the  national  eagle  with  one  foot 
on  the  Constitution  and  the  other  on  a  prostrate  slave, 
with  accessories, —  and  on  the  reverse  this  inscription : 


"  Make  our  Union-bond  a  chain, 
W?  vnll  snap  its  links  in  twaui, 
We  will  stand  erect  again." 
ThBaalineB,  however,  like  the  entire  poem,  "TesBS,"  were  much  altered  and 
weakened  by  the  writer's  second  thought 
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" '  Immediate  and  Unconditional  Emancipation.' — Ameri-    Chap.  iv. 
can  Anti-Slavery  Society  formed  Dee.  6th,  1833. —  'No        t^. 
Union  with  Slaveholders ! ' "    Mr.  Garrison  accepted  it  in 
a  speech  which,  as  Adin  Ballon  affirmed,  "in  grandeur   L^b. i4,:g7. 
of  moral  sentiment  and  force  of  expression,  was  of  tran- 
scendent excellence;"  and  which  one  may  read  in  Mrs.  Ub.i^-.iyi. 
Chapman's  report.    His  last  words  were  caught  up  in 
song  by  the  Hutchinson  Family,^  and  the  whole  audience 
rose  in  enthusiasm. 

Banners  multiphed  in  this  year  1844,  and  hecame  the 
visible  token  of  the  new  omsade.     In  various  places  on 
the  First  of  August,  inscribed  with  Disunion  sentiments, 
they  were  borne  by  men  and  women  marching  in  thronged  Lii.i^-.ng. 
procession,  under  green  arches,  to  the  groves  where  they  "^■'^^^■'Si- 
were  to  celebrate  West  India  Emancipation.    One  by  one, 
more  or  less  promptly  and  unconditionally,  the  several   lh.  14:35, 
Massachusetts  town  and  county  societies  gave  in  their  A-i*li^i. 
adhesion  to  their  leader  and  became  non-voters.    Persua- 
sion had  overtaken  the  editors  of  the  Pewws^feama  ^Ce-  ii'*.14:i03, 
man,  and  their  conduct  of  the  paper  according  to  their 
new  light  was  formally  approved  by  the  Eastern  Pennsyl-  Lib.  14: 135. 
vania  Anti-Slavery  Society,  in  Mr.  Garrison's  presence.^ 

I  These  pfted  natural  singers  had  been  discovered  and  proclaimed  I17  N. 
P.  Rogers,  their  feUow-dtizeii  of  New  Hampshire,  and,  thiongh  Ma  influ- 
ence, had  been  led  to  join  the  anti-siavery  to  the  temperance  cause  in  their 
mnaical  mission  (Lib.  13 1 10,  19,  31,  32,  81). 

a  Aug.  4,  1844,  E.  Qoincy  writes  to  J.  M.  MeKim,  Philadelphia  (MS.}: 
' '  The  [Mass.]  Board  are  in  session  at  this  time  at  Mr.  Jackson's  houae,  and 
we  have  succeeded  in  persuading  Garrison  to  go  to  Norristown  [Penn,]. 
We  think  his  presence  very  importiint  for  the  purpose  of  showing  pre- 
cisely where  we  stand  on  the  Disnnion  Question.  We  wish  to  show  that 
we  are  not  higoted  or  intolerant  on  the  sabject,  and  not  in  the  least  desirous 
of  dragooning  or  browbeayng  abolitioniats  into  the  meaanre  until  they  are 
ready  for  it.  Garrison  has  been  ready  for  the  question  these  three  years, 
and  so  has  Phillips  and  the  rest  of  what  Elizur  Wright  calls  the  Boston 
Clique,  bnt  we  haTO  never  nrged  it  to  a  decision  until  the  way  had  been 
fnlly  prepared  for  it  by  full  discussion.  Garrison  will  be  the  very  man  for 
your  meeting,  if  yon  wish  to  have  the  question  fairly  and  clearly  stated,  and 
argued  in  a  temperate  and  dispassionate  manner,  with  the  single  desire  of 
promoting  the  truth,  and  not  of  ohtaioing  victory.  Ton  will  find  him  an 
escellent  auxiliary  in  your  other  bnsinesB,  and  his  influence  out  of  the 
meetings  will  be  very  beneScial  in  disarming  prejudice  and  comforting 
friends." 

Vol.  m.— 8 
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MS.        By  September  22,  Quincy  could  write  to  Webb :  "  The 
Disunion  doctrine  obtains  almost  universally  among  the 
old-scliool  abolitionists/  and  is  fast  spreading.    It  is  so 
marvellously  plain  that  it  is  hard  not  to  embrace  it.    What 
Tianias      straits  its  opposeTs  are  reduced  to  you  will  see  by  Earle's 
articles  in  the  Standard,  'The  No-Voting  Theory,'  signed 
£i*.  14:137,   'E./  and  Gerrifc  Smith's  tract,  which  you  will  find  at 
154!  159!     length  in  both  Liierator  and  Standard."^    Edmund  Jack- 
son, a  brother  of  Francis,   gave,  in  the  Liberator,  his 
Lii.  14 :  102.   weighty  assent  to  the  doctrine  iu  controversy,  pointing 
out  to  those  political   abolitionists  who  urged  rather 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  that  this  was  synony- 
mous with  dissolution,  in  fact  and  in  the  eyes  of  the 
MS.,  and    South.*    Francis  Jackson  himself  resigned  to  the  Qov- 

1  Ohio  was  an  eioeptdon.  The  State  Anti-SlaTery  Society  deprecated  die 
new  policy  as  narrowing  the  anti-alSTery  platform  with  a  new  "  teat,"  yet 
itself  stnughtway  erected  a  atmilar  feet  by  decIariDg  it  tbe  duty  of  all  aboli- 
tionists to  abstain  from  slave  produce  (Jjib.  14 :  105).  Commenting  upon 
this,  in  the  vein  of  the  New  York  and  Boston  proteslantB,  Edmund  Quincy 
showed  in  the  Standard  the  inconsiatency  of  going  before  a  court  whoso 
records  were  kept  on  cotton  pspeTf  or  judge  ate  slave-grown  sugar ;  or  of 
using  cotton  bank-notes,  etc.  (Xiib.  14 :  121). 

a  "  The  adherents  of  Liberty  Party,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  to  H.C.Wright 
{MS,  Oct.  1, 1844),  "in  order  1«  justify  voting,  are  impudently  claiming  the 
U.  S-  Constitution  is,  and  was  intended  t^  be,  by  those  who  originally 
framed  and  adopted  it,  [anti-slavery] !  Even  Gerrit  Smith  has  stultifled 
himself  so  far  as  to  have  written  a  long  letter  to  John  G.  Whittier,  maln- 
tainii^  the  same  absurd  doctrine.  Nay,  he  has  gone  so  far  as  to  eulogize 
those  diabolical  provisions  respeoting  the  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade  for 
twenty  years  —  the  putMng  down  of  slave  inaurrections  by  the  Govern- 
ment —  the  Hirae-fifths  representation  of  the  slaves  through  their  masters  — 
as  decidedly  anti-slavery  in  their  character  and  tendency  !  He  ia  now  com- 
pletely absorbed  in  electioneering  In  behalf  of  James  G.  Bimey  and  the 
Liberty  Party,  and  has  consefiuently  gone  backward  since  you  left  for 
England.  ...  I  wish,  if  you  get  lime,  you  would  address  a  letter  to  Iiith 
on  his  new  pelilica]  career,  and  bis  strange  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, reminding  bini  ot  the  awful  responsibility  he  is  thus  taking  upon 
himself,  and  of  the  concessions  he  haa  made  to  you,  on  various  occasions, 
respecting  the  divinity  of  non-resistance.  In  his  letter  to  WMttier,  be  per- 
severes in  calling  the  American  A.  S.  Society  a  Non-iieslstance  Society, 
because  it  wilt  rot  support  a  pro-slavery  Constitution !  "  See  Gerrit  Smith's 
letter  in  iift.  14:137. 

*  So  J.  M.  MoKim,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Freenum,  argued  justly  that  the 
pretence  that  the  Constitution  was  anti-slavery  was  a  tacit  admissiou  that,  if 
It  were  pro-slavery,  dissolution  would  be  a  duty  fZtft.  14 :  105). 
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ernor  of  Massachusetts  his  commission  as  justice  of  the    Chap.  iv. 
peace,  regretting  he  had  ever  taken  the  oath  to  support        ig^^. 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  involved  in  the 
office,  and  giving  public  notice  that  he  would  never  obey 
the  Constitutional  provision  for  the  return  of  fugitive 
slaves. 

"  To  me,"  concluded  his  letter,  "  it  appeals  that  tte  \Trus  of  Lib.  14: 126, 
slavery,  introduced  into  the  Constitution  o£  our  body  politic  by 
a  few  shght  punctures,  has  now  so  pervaded  and  poisoned  the 
whole  system  of  our  National  Government  that  literally  there  is 
no  health  in  it.  The  only  remedy  that  I  can  see  for  the  disease 
is  to  be  found  in  the  dissolution  of  the  patient. 

"  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  both  in  theory  and 
practice,  is  so  utterly  broken  down  by  the  influence  aod  effects 
of  slavery,  so  imbecile  for  the  highest  good  of  the  nation,  and 
so  powerful  for  evil,  that  I  can  give  no  voluntary  assistance  in 
holding  it  up  any  longer. 

"Henceforth  it  is  dead  to  me,  and  I  to  it,  I  withdraw  all 
profession  of  allegiance  to  it,  and  all  my  voluntary  efforts  to 
sustain  it.  The  burdens  that  it  lays  upon  me,  while  it  is  held 
up  by  others,  I  shallendeavor  to  bear  patiently,  yet  acting  with 
reference  to  a  higher  law,  and  distinctly  declaring  that,  while  I 
retain  my  own  liberty,  I  wiU  be  a  party  to  no  econpact  which 
helps  to  rob  any  other  man  of  his." 

Mr.  Jackson  also  edited,  in  the  Liberat&r,  the  extracts  ii*.  14:145. 
from  the  Madison  Papers,  and  from  the  debates  in  the     ^*  '  ^''^' 
State  Conventions  called  to  adopt  the  Constitution,  -which 
made  the  pro-slavery  nature  of  that  compact  too  clear  for 
serious  discussion.    Wendell  Phillips,  in  the  Standard,  Zj^.m:"?. 
ably  defended  the  non-voting  theory.    Mr.  Garrison,  on 
his  part,  met  the  current  objections  to  disunion  from  the 
side  of  the  Liberty  Party,  not  without  a  manly  disgust 
at  the  casuistry  relied  upon  by  his  opponents,  who  (like 
Gierrit  Smith)  in  one  breath  maintained  that  slavery  had  Li^.  14: 137, 
no  lodgment  in  the  Constitution,  and  proposed  to  amend        ^'*^' 
it  into  an  anti-slavery  document : 

"We  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  inteUigenee  of  any  i/^.  14:103. 
man,  and  very  great  distrust  of  his  candor  or  honesty,  who 
tries  to  make  it  appear  that  no  pro-slavery  compromise  was 
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Chap,  IV.  made  between  the  North  and  the  South,  at  the  adoptioa  of  the 
j^"  Constitution.    We  cherish  feehngs  of  profound  contempt  for 

that  quibbling  spirit  of  criticism,  which  is  endeavoring  to  ex- 
plain away  the  meaning  of  language  the  deagn  o£  which  as  a 
matter  of  practice,  and  the  adoption  of  which  as  a  matter  of 
bai^ain,  were  intelligently  and  clearly  understood  by  the  con- 
tracting parties.  The  truth  is,  the  misnamed  '  Liberi;y  Party ' 
is  under  the  control  of  as  ambitious,  unprincipled,  and  crafty 
leaders  as  is  either  the  Whig  or  Democratic  Party;  and  no 
other  proof  of  this  assertion  is  needed  than  their  unblushing 
denial  of  the  great  object  of  the  national  compact,  namely, 
union  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  colored  population  of  the  United 
States.  Their  new  interpretations  of  the  Constitatiou  are  a  bold 
rejection  of  the  facts  of  history,  and  a  gross  insult  to  the  intel- 

Lib.  i6 :  42.  ligence  of  the  age,  and  certainly  never  can  be  carried  into  effect 
without  dissolving  the  Union  by  provoking  a  civil  war."  1 

Aatiff.  93.  "WTiile  the  more  advanced  Whigs  were  boldly  invoking 
MS.  Sipi.    disunion  in  ease  Texas  were  annexed,  Joshua  Leavitt,  in 

dJl^ Child  Ms  "precious  paper,"  the  Boston  Morning  Chronicle  (a 

z.a'  ^■'s*''   short-lived  adjunct  of  the  Emancipator),  refused  to  pledge 

if.  i7:i4. '  himself  or  the  Liberty  Party  to  any  such  course.    As  a 

politician  who  preferred  the  election  of  a  Democratic 

Lii.  14: 142.  President  on  an  annexation  platform  to  that  of  a  Whig, 
he  argued  that  annexation  would  do  nothing  to  perpet- 
uate slavery.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  this  editor's 
perspicacity,  his  position  was,  morally,  quite  as  defensible 

Ante.pp.g-i,  as  that  of  Giddings,  Slade,  and  the  Adamses,  or  of  Chan- 

'■        ning,  or  again  of  the  latter's  Unitarian  confrfere,  the  Rev, 

Orville  Dewey,     This  divine  was  at  great  pains  to  draw 

/.;*.  i4:i&a.  what  Mt.  Garrison  termed  a  profligate  distinction  between 
recognizing  slavery  as  it  already  existed,  and  legalizing 
it  anew  by  extension  of  the  slave  territory.^    In  other 

1  Let  posterity  decide  how  far  the  Soath  was  screwed  up  to  the  civil  war 
by  this  Liberty,  Prea-Soil,  and  Republican  Party  playing  fast  and  loose 
with  tho  iBnguage  of  the  Conatitntion —covering  who  could  teli  what 
intentions  against  "the  compact"  when  once  in  power  on  the  innocent 
pretext  of  checking  the  further  spread  of  slavery] 

s  Compare,  iu  another  denomination,  this  extract  from  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
Address  at  Wesleyan  College  in  1850,  by  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Whedon :  ■'  Nor 
may  you  marvel,  friends,  if  I,  who  waa  once  noted  here  aa  tho  ■  apologiist 
of  slavery'  [in  1835,  namely,  when  he  composed  "  A  Counter  Appeal  to  the 
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words,  all  these  moralists  of  the  forum  and  the  pulpit  chap.  i\ 
whom  conscience  constrained  to  draw  the  line  at  Texas,  ig^, 
thereby  gave  their  complete  sauction  to  the  act  of  their 
forefathers  in  striking  the  inhuman  aUiance  between  free 
and  slave  institutions,  called  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Mr.  Garrison  and  his  disunion  associates,  on  ihe  contrary, 
put  themselves  where  any  of  the  stat^men  of  1787  might 
have  stood,  in  implacable  opposition  to  the  sacrifice  (for 
the  sake  of  Union)  of  the  blacks,  and  to  the  guarantee  of 
a  slaveholding  political  supremacy.  The  deed  having  been 
done,  a  new  Revolution  was  called  for;'  and  the  only 
wonder  is,  not  that  Mr.  Garrison  was  the  first  to  proclaim 
it,  but  that  he  should  have  waited  so  long  to  perfect  his 
doctrine  of  immediate  emancipation,  by  coupling  it  with 
an  equally  immediate  policy  of  withdrawal  from  all  part 
and  parcel  in  the  support  of  a  blood-stained  Government. 
In  the  domain  of  individual  eonscienee,  the  success  of 
both  the  doctrine  and  the  policy  was  instantaneous. 
Nothing  more  remained  to  extinguish  absolutely  the 
responsibility  of  the  Garrisonian  abohtionists  for  the 
enslavement  of  their  countrymen.  They  alone  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  United  States  had  washed  their 
hands  of  slavery,  historically  and  in  time  present;  at 
the  South  or  at  the  North ;  in  the  area  cursed  by  it  when 
the  Revolutionary  fathers  made  their  eompaet,  or  in  any 
subsequent  or  possible  extension  of  it;  intrenched  in  State 
and  local  legislation,  or  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  All  other  considerations  yielded  to  this  religious 
purification  of  themselves  before  their  Creator. 

But  anti-slavery  disunion  is   seldom  weighed  iu  its 

Ministers  and  Members  of  tiie  Meliiodist  Episcopal  Church  in  He  New 
England  aaiil  New  HampsMre  Coiiferences,"]  can  now  present  myaelf  its 
stem  assailant.  For  its  existence  I  did,  and  wonld,  apologize ;  but  nerer 
for  its  extension.  I  would  deal  gently  with  the  hereditary  sin  of  Its  heing ; 
but  I  ahhor  ttie  stupendous  volitional  crime  of  its  propagandism  "  (Whe- 
dou's  '  Essays,  fioTiews,  and  Diaconrses.'     New  York,  1S8T,  1 :  28). 

1  "  'Ton  that  prat«of  DiHimion,  do  you  not  know  that  Disunion  is  Revo- 
Intion  i '  asks  Mr.  Webster.  Tes,  we  do  know  it,  and  we  are  for  a  revolu- 
tion —  a  revolution  in  the  character  of  the  American  Constitution  "  (Speech 
of  Wendell  Phillips  at  Faneuil  Hall,  Deo.  29,  1846.    Lib.  17:7). 
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own  scales.  Critics  who  waive  the  suli-saeredness  of  the 
Constitutional  obligations, —  binding  "in  honor  and  in 
justice,"  to  use  Webster's  words, —  and  tolerate  the  revo- 
lutionary view  in  order  to  expose  its  impracticability, 
deny  that  the  agitation  for  peaceful  separation  could  ever 
have  attained  its  object.  This  prophecy — for  it  is  nothing 
more  —  neglects  altogether  the  r61e  of  the  South  in  the 
settlement  of  the  question;  and  it  is  certainly  conceiv- 
able that  the  spread  of  disinterested  abolitionism  at  the 
North  might  have  iudnced  the  slaveholding  States  to 
withdraw  without  violence.  Be  this  as  it  may,  there  was 
but  one  of  two  ways  to  purge  the  North  of  its  complicity 
with  slavery — either  to  dissolve  the  Union  as  Mr.  Garrison 
proposed,  or  to  eradicate  the  pro-slavery  compromises 
from  the  Constitution.  The  impossibility  of  the  latter 
course  has  been  forever  settled  by  the  fact  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, which  was  kindled  long  before  there  was  the  remotest 
possibility  of  disturbing  the  status  quo  of  1787.  Moreover, 
no  party  ever  seriously  aimed  to  undo  the  compromises, 
so  that  still  we  may  ask  for  a  more  practical  policy  thau 
Mr.  Garrison's,  which  in  fact  bad  no  rival,  being  root- 
and-branoh  as  no  other  was.  Half-way  measures,  like 
half-way  principles  and  men,  abounded,  but  all  came  to 
naught. 

Substituting  hindsight  for  foresight,  we  can  now  see 
that  there  was,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  Government,  an 
irrepressible  conflict,  tending  to  produce  either  rupture  or 
a  homogeneous  public  sentiment  with  regard  to  slavery, 
whether  for  or  against.  To  a  rupture  it  was  to  come, 
and  the  Garrisonian  abolitionists  must  have  the  credit,  as 
practical  men,  of  being  the  first  to  put  themselves  in  line 
with  the  inevitable.  It  has  absurdly  been  said,  in  depre- 
ciation of  them,  that  they  wished  the  North  to  withdraw 
in  peace,  whereas  the  South  made  a  bloody  esit;  as  if 
such  evidence  of  the  nature  of  the  partnership  did  not 
justify  their  prevision  and  their  mode  of  avoidingall  the 
cost  and  misery  of  the  civil  war.  But  indeed  on  this  head 
they  stand  in  the  peculiar  position  of  being  charged,  both 
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at  the  North  and  at  the  Souih,  with  having  criminally    chap. 
brought  on  the  war,  while  the  Eepnblican  Party  (as  heir        ^^ 
and  assign  of  the  Liberty  and  Free  Soil  parties)  assumes 
all  the  credit  of  putting  an  end  to  slavery,  by  arms.    The 
pertinent  question  is,  Which  of  the  political  party  policies 
from  1844  to  1860  triumphed?    And  the  answer  must  he, 
None;  while  the  Garrisonian  ideal  of  immediate  emanci- 
pation through  the  overthrow  of  the  pro-slavery  com- 
promises —  call  it  disunion  or  a  reconstruction  of  the  old 
Union — was  that  in  whose  realization  the  nation  now 
rejoices  with  thanksgiving.     In  the  meantime,  the  unas- 
sailable logic  of  the  abolition  position  made  Mr.  Garri- 
son's "  No  Union  with  Slaveholders ! "   the  criterion  of 
every  party  professing  opposition  to  slavery.     In  this 
respect  its  value  cannot  be  over-estimated,  while  we  know     Seeu 
that,  in  the  desperate  counsels  of  the  Slave  Power,  the     dimx 
hopes  of  peace  through  fresh  compromises,  to  be  extorted     '^"' 
by  the  threat  of  forcible  disunion,  were  dampened  by  the 
spectacle  of  this   "  saving  remnant "  of  irreeoneilafeles 
whose  leader  was  G-arrison,  and  whose  organs  the  Lib- 
erator and  the  Standard, 

For  the  moment  the  consolidation  of  the  abolitionists 
as  disuniouists  made  little  sensation.  The  country  was 
absorbed  in  a  more  than  usually  exciting  Presidential 
contest,  in  which  a  vote  for  James  K.  Polk  was  equivalent 
to  instructions  for  the  admission  of  Texas,  a  vote  for 
Henry  Clay  was  no  obstacle  to  the  same  consummation, 
and  a  vote  for  Bimey  was  virtually  a  vote  for  Polk. 
Everywhere  at  the  North,  Democratic  legislators  who 
had  joined  in  unpartisan  protests  against  annexation,  lh.  i, 
were  unblushingly  retracting  them.  The  Democratic 
press  of  the  New  England  and  Middle  States  had  as  a 
body  gone  over  to  the  Administration  on  the  subject  of  lu.  i. 
Texas.  Polk  had  been  nominated  expressly  to  finish  the  ta.  i 
task  begun  by  Tyler,  and  received  the  endorsement  of 
South  Carolina,  whose  delegates  took  no  part  in  the  Con- 
vention in  order  to  reserve  liberty  of  action  in  ease  Van 
Buren  (a  nominal  anti-annexationist)  should  be  chosen.         r- 
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ui.  14 :  9S-    The  TJpshur-Callioun  treaty  with  Texas,  lost  in  the  Senate, 

was  to  be  reinstated  at  the  polls.     The  monster  mass 

MS.  Sept.    meetings  of  both  parties,  all  over  the  country,  absorbed 

'^0^^^'  public  attention,  and  caused  the  Massachusetts  abolition- 

s.  D.  Webb,  ^gf^  ^Q  curtail  their  labors  in  the  field  till  after  the  election. 

In  New  Hampshire  it  was  otherwise,  but  there  an  obstacle 

was  encountered  domestic  to  the  abolition  ranks. 


Ahi^  Kelley  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 
,^5.  FKAKKLtN,  N.  H.,  Sept.  26, 1844. 

You  may  not  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  are  trying  to  upturn 

F.Douglass,   some  of  the  Lard  soil  of  New  Hampshire.    Douglass,  Pillsbnry, 

s'^"^^iZ'   5'oster,  Spear,  Jane  B.  Hitchcock  of  Oueida,  N.  Y.,  and  myself 

joAa  M.  '   are  in  the  field,  and  Remond  and,  perhaps.  White  ■will  soon  be 

^^md^   here.    The  State  has  been  most  wofully  neglected  for  some  two 

A.  Whiti.     years  past,  and  this,  with  no-organization,  has  well  nigh  hedged 

^  p        up  our  way  to  immediate  great  usefulness.    Bro.  Rogers  gives 

Rubers.      no  word  of  cheer,  blows  no  bugle  rallying-cry  for  the  efforts 

Ante.f.  23.   now  being  put  forth.    He  cannot,  with  his  views  of  carrying 

forward  reforms.    He  don't  like  this  coming  forth  as  agents 

from  a  Board  or  Esecutive  Committee.    He  thinks  it  wiU  do  but 

little  if  any  good.     This  I  presume  is  his  feeling  from  what  I 

have  heard  him  say.    It  ia  on  this  ground  that  I  account  for 

his  sDence  when  we  are  striving  to  move  the  State.     One  clear 

note  from  his  shrill  clarion  would  thrill  the  State ;  but  as  he 

ii*.i4;isg,   gives  it  not,  will  not  yon  notice  the  fact  that  we  are  here,  and 

by  that  means  remind  hi  in  that  he  is  silent  ?    Perhaps  you  may 

awaken  him  to  do  some  little  word. 

All  the  ^ents,  I  believe,  are  in  the  employ  of  the  American 
Society.  The  New  Hampshire  Board  —  for  there  is  one,  though 
J.  R.  Rogers  and  French  wish  to  wink  it  out  of  sight  —  have  entered 
Prmch.  ijito  an  arrangement  with  the  Executive  Coamiittee  to  supply 
the  largest  possible  amount  of  funds  to  sustain  the  agency  while 
in  this  State.  We  hope  to  meet  the  entire  expense,  though  we 
shall  find  it  diflcalt,  as  some  of  those  who  have  stood  in  the 
forefront  of  the  battle,  are  in  sympathy  with  Bro.  Rogers  on  the 
question  of  on^aniaations.  And,  again,  this  affair  of  the  Herald 
is  a  most  trying  and  soul-siekening  affair.  It  has  been  a  long 
time  kept  dark  by  the  Board,  in  hopes  that  French  might  be 
brought  to  do  the  fab  and  manly  thing ;  but  after  a  year's  trial 
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and  eSort  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  they  felt  that  ^a  keep  dark  Chap.  IV. 
any  longer  would  be  treachery  to  the  cause.  A  full  statement  j^ 
of  facta  will  be  made  in.  nest  week's  Herald.  It  will  ruin  French, 
and  Rogers  will  in  vain  try  to  shield  him.  Rogers  and  French 
have  thrown  the  utmost  contempt  on  the  Board,  which  is  made 
up  of  some  o£  the  best  souls  in  the  State  —  some  of  the  ablest 
men  that  take  an  anti-slaverj'  position  here.  They  call  it  "Fos- 
ter's Board  "— "  Foster's  Committee."  The  Board  does  thus  and 
so  "  to  gratify  a  whim  of  Foster's," 

I  understand  you  are  to  be  at  the  Portland  Convention,  and 
that  Bro.  Rogers  is  also  to  be  there.  Can  you  not  bring  him  to 
his  senses  i  Your  influence  over  him  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other,  I  think,  except  J.  E.  French.  Still,  he  might  print  the 
Herald  if  he  had  any  manhood.  'Tis  marvellous  that  Rogers 
can  be  so  under  his  power.  I  knew  nottdng  of  this  affair  when 
I  came  into  the  State,  and  was  astonished  at  the  developments. 
I  wish  it  could  be  reconciled  even  at  this  late  hour.  This  can 
be  done  if  French  will  fulfil  his  contract  with  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Board  to  publish  the  paper,  though  it  will  be 
necessary  to  give  a  statement  of  facts.  But  no  more  of  this. 
Ton  cannot  judge  in  the  case  tiU  yon  shall  see  the  report  of 
theBoard.  But,  1  pray  you,  give  us  a  Hft  np  here  in  this  granite 
field  !  tis  terrible  to  cultivate. 

Mr.  Garrison  was  already  implicated  in  the  paiaf  ul  con- 
troversy between  the  New  Hampshire  Society  and  his  de^: 
friend  Rogers,  whose  sensitive  nature  be  understood  hut 
too  well.    He  had,  on  occasion  of  French's  stopping  the 
BeralA  of  Freedom,   in  June,   without  warning  to  the  zjj.  14:106. 
Societyof  which  it  was  at  once  the  property  and  the  organ,  iis.  14:198. 
urgently  bespoken  for  it  the  needed  support,  praising  with 
his  customary  heartiness  Rogers's  editorial  ability,  and  i«.  14:106. 
wan  rejoiced  to  announce  at  the  same  time  that  the  re- 
sumption of  publication  was  ensured.    A  few  weeks  later, 
however,  he  felt  compelled  to  notice  Rogers's  extraor-  iis.  i4;ii8. 
dinary  comments  on  a  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Society,  at  which  the  regular  choice  of  oflcers  was  com- 
plained of  by  the  "no-organization"  editor  as  business 
interrupting  the  current  of  anti-slavery  discussion.    With 
brotherly  frankness,  Mr,  Garrison  showed  the  impropriety  Ui.  14:118, 
of  opposition  in  the  Society's  own  paper  to  the  steps 
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Chap,  IV.    necessary  to  its  regiilar  maintenaace,  and  asked,  "  Shall 
1844.       we  disband?"    Rogers  replied,  but  did  not  abate  his 
doctrine  in  the  Herald  of  Freedom,  and,  later,  advocated 
ii*.  14:160.  direct  contributions  to  anti-slavery  agents,  rather  than 
through  the  general  treasury.     In  a  word,  the  divorce  in 
sympathy  and  cooperation  between  himself  and  the  Board 
of  Managers  (his  employers)  as  a  Board  was  complete.^ 
Meantime,  Ms  prospective  son-in-law,  John  R.  Frencli, 
had  setup  abaseless  claim  to  the  ownership  of  ^q  Herald, 
whieh  Rogers  espoused,  and,  pending  the  Society's  endeav- 
ors to  assert  its  rights  and  recover  control  of  its  organ,  at 
MS.  Oct,     about  the  date  of  Miss  Kelley's  private  letter  Rogers  fell 
^Sa)in^ia    deathly  iU.    Mr.  Garrison's  promptly  expressed  condoleoee 
F.  jMkson.    ^^g  accompanied  by  his  first  reference  in  the  Liberator  to 
Lit.  14: 179.  the  difference  between  the  Society  and  its  printer,  who,  he 
said,  was  bound  to  refute  the  facts  which  the  Board  of 
Managers,  through  S.  S.  Foster,  had  presented  without  as 
MS.  oa.     yet  eliciting  any  denial,     Rogers,  already  wounded  by  the 
sogin  to     strictures  on  his  no-organization  views,  saw  in  this  impar- 
^'  '"  ""-    tial  and  forbearing  expression  "  suspicions  "  concerning 
Lib.  14:191.  himself,  and  called  them  "the  fatal  shot  in  the  side  of  oxir 
Lii.  14: 186.  struggling  bark."    French,  on  his  part,  defying  the  Board, 
took  his  appeal  to  the  Society  at  its  meetingin  the  autumn. 

M-ancis  Jackson  to  2!'.  P.  Rogers. 

MS.,>Bugk  Boston,  Nov.  6, 1844. 

^"'■^-  That  Herald  difficulty,  I  fear,  adds  to  your  trouble.  It  troubles 

me,  too  —  and  it  troubles  all  our  friends  round  about.  There 
1  "Dear  Rogers  is  sttU  driTicg  his  inimitable  pen  with  railway  speed, 
though  I  think  he  o^caMonaily  runs  oS  the  tracli,  and  eometimes  mistakes 
a  molehill  for  a  mountain.  He  now  avows  unmitigated  hoatillty  to  every 
oFganized  Bociety,  and  regards  a  president  or  chaimian  as  an  embryo 
Caligula  or  Nero  "  (MS.  Oct.  1, 1844,  W.  L.  G.  to  H.  C.  Wright).  "Honest 
Francis  Jackson,  presiding  over  an  anti-alaTery  meeting,  is  transformed  in 
his  eyes  into  a  truculent  slaveholder,  with  a  scourge  in  one  hand  and  a 
branding-iron  In  the  other.  The  MaHs.  A.  S.  Society  looks  to  him  like  the 
despotism  of  Nicholas  or  Dr.  Prancia.  The  church  and  dergy  even  are 
allowed  to  rest  in  eomparative  quietness  while  he  follows  his  crusade 
against  chairmen,  business  committees,  and  societies  "  (MS.  Sept.  2S,  1844, 
E.  Quincy  to  B.  D.  Webb). 
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is,  in  eonsequeaoe  of  that  perplexing  matter,  a  large  company    chap.  iv. 

of  "comers-out"  upon  the  anxious  seat,  waiting,  watching,  and        ^^ 

wishing  it  ended  somehow  or  other.     But  yon  wiD  doubtless 

ask  me  how?   I  cannot  answer:  I  don't  know  the  facts,  nor 

have  I  hght  or  time  or  opportunity  to  get  them  ;  and  yet  I  am 

just  reckless  enough  in  the  dark  to  advise  you,  who  know  all, 

to  do  what  lieth  in  you  to  have  this  Diatt«r  settled  without 

delay,  and  before  your  convention  meets  on  the  20th.    You 

have  made  many  and  heavy  sacrifices,  and  I  cannot  find  it  in 

me  to  ask  you  to  add  to  that  long  catalogue,  and  I  hope  it  may 

not  be  necessary.     It  may  be  you  cannot  control  it,  but  I  beg 

that  all  your  influence  be  given  to  [that  end] . 

I  have  urged  our  noble  friend  G.  to  go  up  [as]  soon  as  possible,  Garrison. 
and  I  hope  he  will,—  and  so  has  Quiucy,  Phillips,  Mrs.  Chapman, 
and  others, — to  see  all,  hear  all,  and,  if  it  be  possible,  settle  all. 
We  all  intend  to  go  up  to  the  convention  this  month,  when  I 
most  sincerely  trust  you  will  he  well,  and  the  Rerald  diffloulty 
settled. 

y.  P.  Rogers  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Plymouth  [N.  H.],  Nov.  19, 1844.  MS. 

Deak  Gaeeison  :  The  air  here  so  tends  to  revive  me,  they 
vrill  not  consent  I  shotdd  return  yet  to  Concord,    I  hope  this 
will  reach  you  in  season  to  prevent  your  riding  there  in  expec- 
tation of  meeting  me.    I  wanted  to  see  you  much.    Your  article  Ante, p.  ia2 
on  the  attack  of  Foster,  dear  G,,  will  have  the  effect  to  terminate 
the  publishing  of  the  iTeraMo/iiVeeiom.    Poor  John  has  had  his        J.  r. 
hands  full  to  -^<iTes  along  with,  it  thus  far.    This  will  cripple       P^ench. 
him.    His  supphes  will  cease,  and  the  paper  stop.    1  regret  it 
less  than  I  should  once,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.    It  will  be  a 
relief  to  Aim,  but  cruelly  furnished,    I  am  sorry  it  comes  from 
your  hand.    You  could  not  intend  it.    But  I  cannot  remark 
upon  it.    I  only  write  to  apprise  you  of  my  not  retumiog  to 
Concord.    I  am  still  very  iU,  but  able  to  go  out. 

Tour  affectionate  friend, 
K.  P.I 


JEdmund  Qidnct/  to  R.  D.  Webb. 

Dedham,  Dec.  14, 1844. 
Yon  will  receive  by  this  packet  the  public  accounts  of  the  sad 
business  of  the  Herrdd  of  Freedom,  and  of  the  strange  conduct 
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.  of  our  friend  Rogers.  .  .  .  We  liave  watohed  this  business 
from  the  beginoing  with  deep  interest  and  apprehension,  but 
abstained  from  noticing  it  or  in  any  wise  interfering  until  it 
became  absolutely  imavoidabte.  There  was  an  important  anti- 
slavery  instrumentality,  of  no  great  money  value  in  the  market, 
to  be  sure,  but  of  inestimable  value  as  a  means  of  getting  at 
people's  minds,  which  had  always,  since  it  was  first  acquired 
by  it,  been  regarded  as  the  property  of  the  New  Hampshire  A. 
S.  Society.  Its  ownership  had  never  been  questioned,  and  its 
name  was  always  borne  upon  its  face.  About  five  months 
since,  tie  printer  of  the  paper  removes  the  name  of  the  Society 
and  substitutes  his  own,  refusing  to  give  any  reason  for  it, 
and  treating  the  Board  of  Managers  with  the  most  supercilious 
contempt.  The  Board  considered  itself,  as  it  was,  the  official 
depositary  of  the  HeraM,  to  whose  care  it  was  committed  by 
the  Society,  and  they  expostulate  and  demand  a  restoration  of 
the  property,  or  a  satisfactory  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
returned.  No  notice  is  taken  of  them,  and  abuse  upon  abuse 
is  heaped,  by  both  editor  and  printer,  upon  the  devoted  head 
of  Stephen  Foster,  who  acted  only  at  the  request  and  by  the 
direction  of  the  Board. 

"We  waited  patiently  the  issue.  Rogers  became  nervous  and 
ill,  and  the  Board,  with  great  forbearance,  forbore  any  action 
for  a  long  time,  out  of  consideration  to  him.  At  last  they  made 
their  ofiicial  statement,  sustained  by  evidence.  French  made 
no  other  reply  than  "  I  am  sorry  that  Stephen  Foster  has  come 
to  this ! "  The  inference  was  unavoidable  that  he  had  no  answer 
to  make.  We  all  felt  that  the  time  was  come  for  us  to  express 
onr  sense  of  the  matter,  and  accordingly  Garrison  in  the  Lib- 
erator and  I  in  the  Standard  very  briefly  and  kindly  stated  how 

.  the  thing  appeared  to  us.  What  I  said  seemed  to  give  them 
special  offence,  though  it  would  be  hard  to  see  anything  in  it, 

.  in  spirit  or  expression,  different  from  what  Garrison  said.  Then 
came  the  special  meeting  to  which  French  had  expressed  his 
readiness  to  refer  the  whole  matter,  and  by  the  decision  of 
which  he  had  promised  to  abide. 

In  all  this  matter,  Rogers  was  no  further  mixed  up  than  in 
standing  by  French  and  abusing  Poster  without  mercy  and 
without  reason,  and  at  last  telling  French  not  to  regard  the 
decision  of  the  meeting.  Nothing  had  been  said,  either  by  G, 
or  myself,  about  him.  When  we  went  to  the  meeting,  it  was 
with  the  earnest  wish  and  desire  to  aceonunodate  matters,  and 
to  teep  Rogers  editor  and  French  printer  of  the  paper.    We 
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did  jaot  think  that  objection  ooald  be  [made]  to  our  attending    Chap.  IV, 
the  meeting,  as  all  abolitiomsts  are  always  considered  as  mem-       ^^ 
bers  of  every  A.  S.  Society  whose  meetiDgs  they  will  take  the 
trouble  to  attend,  and  especially  in  New  Hampshire,  as  Rogers 
had  always  disclaimed  any  territorial  divisions  o£  Abolition, 
and,  no  longer  ago  than  when  French  stopped  the  paper  last 
June,  had  declared  that  Anti-Slavery  knows  no  State  lines, 
"  Auti-Slavery  knows  no  New  Hampshire ! "     So  to  the  meet- 
ing we  went,  and  the  result  you  will  find  in  the  Standard  and  i£*.  14:19s, 
lAberaior.     .    .    .  ^9^' «'5. 

We  went  home  in  hopes  that  Rogers  would  advise  French  to 
agree  to  the  fair  offers  of  the  Board,  which  were,  to  plaee  the 
paper  on  the  footing  on  which  it  was  always  understood  by 
everybody  to  stand,  until  lie  removed  the  Society's  name  from 
the  imprint— i.  e.,  Rogers  to  be  editor,  he  to  be  printer,  the 
Society  to  be  owner;  the  object  of  maintaining  the  ownership 
by  ttie  Board  being  to  retain  in  the  hands  of  the  abolitionists 
of  the  State  the  appointment  of  editor,  in  case  of  Rogers's 
death  or  resignation  —  this  being  a  responsibility  not  to  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  an  irrespondble  young  man,  even  if  they  had 
better  reason  to  think  well  of  his  jadgmeat  than  they  had. 
There  was  no  disposition  to  control  R.  while  he  remained  Rogers. 
editor.  These  hopes  have  been  disappointed,  but  we  are 
satisfied  that  we  have  done  all  that  could  be  done  for  the 
amicable  adjustment  of  affaire.     .    .    . 

All  our  sympathies  and  affections  were  with  Rogers.  The 
N.  H.  Board  we  did  not  personally  know.  Poster,  though  we 
thought  well  of  htm  as  a  faithful  abohtionist,  was  no  pet 
and  darling  as  Eogers  had  ever  been.  All  our  prejudices  and 
feelings  were  in  Rogers's  favor ;  and  yet,  in  looking  into  the 
matter,  we  could  come  to  but  one  conclusion,  that  he  and 
French  were  entirely  wrong  in  this  matter,  and  Foster  and  Lib.  14:195. 
the  Board  entirely  right.  If  the  statement  of  this  opinion  has  '^^' 
alienated  Rogers  from  us  personally,  and  made  him  abandon 
the  cause,  sorry  as  we  are  for  it  we  cannot  help  it,  and  could  not 
have  done  otherwise,  could  we  have  foreseen  the  end  from  the 
beginning.  It  was  truly  the  cutting  off  tho  right  hand  and 
plucking  out  the  right  eye. 

Garrison   has    behaved    nobly  in    this  whole   transaction. 
Though  Rogers  was  dearer  to  him  than  a  brother,  still  he  has  LU.  h-  199. 
not  flinched  from  doing  what  duty  seemed  to  require  of  him, 
and  he  has  certainly  done  it  in  the  tenderest  and  most  forbear- 
He  has  felt  deeply  Rogers's  taunts  of  his  (G.'s)  Lib.  14:  tgi. 
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scuttling  the  Hendd,  &c.,  wiieii  his  only  purpose  was  to  preserve 
it  from  being  souttied.  Indeed,  auch  reproaches  do  not  very 
weU  become  either  R,  or  F.,  who  seem  determined  that  the 
Herald  shall  stop  if  it  be  not  in  their  hands.  .  .  .  Foster 
had  an  excellent  plan  which  mig-ht  have  been  carried  into 
effect,  had  it  not  been  for  the  explosion.  It  was,  (hat  PlUsbury 
should  be  Editor,  and  Rogers  Corresponding  Editor,  to  furnish 
just  aa  much  editorial  as  he  pleased,  while  Pillsbury  provided 
the  rest  of  the  matter.  All  that  R,  and  F.  say  about  this  move- 
meat  being  made  by  the  N.  H.  Board,  or  encouraged  by  us,  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  them  out,  is  most  preposterously  un- 
founded. No  such  idea  was  in  anybody's  mind  any  more  than 
of  ousting  Garrison. 

So  was  the  idea  that  we  wanted  to  be  rid  of  him  on  aecouut 
of  his  No-Organizatioit  notions.  So  far  was  this  from  being  the 
case  that  we  had  scarcely  alluded  to  the  subject  in  our  papers, 
for  fear  of  hurting  Rogers's  sensitiveness.  In  fact,  we  have 
alwa^  handled  him  lite  a  era«ked  tea-cnp.  I  have  not  men- 
tioned his  name  in  the  Standard  in  eonueetioa  with  his  follies 
on  that  head,  although  I  made  one  impersonal  kind  of  a  reply 
to  some  of  them.  And  Garrison  has  only  spoken  of  them  twice. 
Those  articles,  few  as  they  were,  were  enough  nearly  U>  silence 
Rogers.  He  can  stand  no  flght  at  all,  —  with  friends,  that  is. 
We  knew  that  if  we  were  obliged  to  come  out  and  reply  to  his 
position,  a  broadside  apiece  would  be  enoi^h  to  silence  his  bat- 
teries; only  we  put  it  ofE  till  the  latest  moment,  because  we 
knew  how  badly  it  would  make  him  feel.  Mis  Ifo-Organination- 
iam  was  the  original  cause  of  all  this  trouble,  but  originating 
from  himself  and  not  from  us.  It  was  a  remark  in  one  of  Gar- 
■  rison's  articles  on  the  inconsistence  of  Rogers's  position  as  a 
deadly  foe  to  organization,  with  his  position  as  editor  of  the 
organ  of  an  A.  S.  Society,  which  gave  rise  to  it  all.  In  the 
very  nest  paper  the  flag  of  the  Society  was  struck,  and  that  of 
French  run  up  in  its  stead.     .     .     . 

There  is  a  great  similarity  in  R.'s  case  and  character  with 
Mrs. 's,  if  I  had  time  to  run  the  parallel.  Rogers  is  essen- 
tially feminine  in  his  character  and  temperament,  and  these  in 

esa^eratjon,  as  in  Mrs. 's  case,  become  womamshness. 

They  both  required  to  be  petted  and  caressed  and  Idssed  and 
sugar-plummed  into  being  good.  And  as  soon  as  there  was 
anything  that  they  falsely  construed  into  neglect,  or  deservedly 
found  to  be  blame,  they  fell  into  a  huff,  and  wreaked  their 
vexation  on  the  cause.    How  different  a  character  is  Garrison ! 
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He  takes  blame  and  advice  as  kindly  as  he  does  panegyric,    Chap,  IV. 
and,  what  is  more,  he  profile  by  it.i  ,^ 

Postscript  by  Maria  W.  Chapman. 

We  espeet  Rogers  to-day ;  he  is  to  pass  the  week  of  the  Fair 
among  us  all,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  lose  him.  We  have  all 
felt  grief  indeed,  as  you  may  suppose.  I  wish  we  had  the  means 
of  sending  him  to  England  for  health.  Youi  kind  sympathy  in 
his  best  feehngs,  and  forbearance  with  bis  incidental  and  con- 
stitutional temporary  sensitiveness,  woald  be  a  cordial  to  him. 
I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  receive  ours,  but  as  we  are  obliged  by 
sense  of  duty  to  take  sides  against  his  recent  course,  we  cannot 
do  it  so  fully,  I  fear.  We  shall  soon  know,  for  to-day  he  comes. 

2{.  P.  Rogers  to  EUsaieth  Pease.  ms.  ie^un 

Apr.  4, 1844, 

Here  a  break-off  again,  and  it  is  now  Dec.  23,  3844,  and  I  am    i^Cona>ra. 
at  Francis  Jackson's  in  Boston,  just  creeping  up  from  a  three-    mined  July 
months'  sickness,  with  system  irrecoTerably  broken  up.    Herald     s'^'t^- 
of  Freedom  stopped  by  the  violence  of  Foster,  one  of  my  old       Boston, 
coadjutors.    He  is  backed  up  by  Garrison  himself,  by  Quincy,      „^^y 
Mrs,  Chapman,  Wendell,  and  I  don't  know  by  whom  else  of    jf.  pkuufs. 
those  once  my  lovers.     They  know  nothing  about  the  merits  of 
the  ease,  which  was  merely  this.     Foster  got  a  notion  the  pub-   s.  S.  Fmiir. 
lisher  of  the  paper,  John  E.  French,  was  receiving  too  many 
donations,  and  himself  too  few — which  [last  was]  true  enough, 
though  he  was  so  rudely  radical  and  so  ofEensive  nobody  could 
fancy  him  enough  to  sustain  him  much.    French  was  publish- 
ing the  paper  wmtvnctlly  for  the  N.  H.  Society,  but  aetually  not. 
[He  was]  publishing  it  in  fact  dependent  on  donations  and  the 
subscribers  to  the  paper.    He  was  not,  therefore,  accountable 
to  the  Society,  and  the  Society  so  consider  it.    But  Foster  got 
himself  appointed,  with  some  others  of  the  same  feeling  towards 
the  publisher,  on  the  Society's  Executive  Committee.    Most  of 
the  Society,  by  the  way,  do  not  imte,  and  did  n't  care  to  have 

iWith  reference  to  Rogers's  seDsitiveDesa  to  criticiain,  Mr.  Garrison 
wrote  to  R.  D.  Webb  on  Mar.  1, 1845 :  "  Certainly,  we  ought  to  remember 
that,  in  every  strife,  there  are  blows  to  take  as  well  as  blows  to  give ;  and 
we  ought  to  receive  them  in  good  temper  and  with  msnly  endurance. 
Especially  should  we  receive  with  patience  and  kindness  iihe  admonitions 
of  our  friends,  and  love  them  all  the  more  cordinlly  for  their  rare  fidelity ; 
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Chap.  IV.    any  sueli  committee;  haviog  come  to  tlie  opinion  that  the 
1844.        movement  went  on  beat  withont.    Foster  then  interferes  with 
the  publication,  and  the  publisher  telt  insulted  and  was  of- 
fended, and  a  C[uarrel  ensued. 

My  part  in  it  was  to  say  to  the  Committee  that  they  had  no 
right  to  interfere,  except  as  indiyiduals,  and  no  occasion,  so  far 
ftslknew.  They  persisted.  IHifi  Standard  ^nd  Liberator  itierids 
became  alarmed  at  my  notions  about  organization,  and  espoused 
Poster's  side  of  the  smaU,  local  quarrel^made  it  a  great  one  — 
and  now  it  is  all  abroad,  and  you  will  Lave  the  pain  and  morti- 
fication of  hearing  about  it,  and  the  enemies  here  and  every- 
where mill  rejoice.  If  1  were  well  and  disposed  to  quarrel,  it 
might  lead  to  a  revolution  in  the  movement  here.  But  I  am 
sick,  and  shall  leave  the  friends  to  do  me  any  injastice  their 
position  may  lead  them  to.  Their  mistake  is  in  Tnaintaining,  in 
their  moral  movement,  the  forms  and  usages  and  principles  of 
politics.^  It  will  assuredly  prostrate  them,  Garrison  and  all,  if 
they  do  not  forsake  it.  Garrison,  I  think,  would,^  but  his  city 
associates  could  not  join  him  ia  it.  I  feel  anxious  that  the 
friends  abroad  who  have  loved  me  should  n't  be  misinformed 
and  led  to  mistake  my  position.  I  wish,  therefore,  they  would 
ask  me  to  explain  anything  they  may  think  needs  it,  in  my  do- 
ings or  tlie  pubhshing  of  the  Serald.  I  think  we  were  both 
doing  worthily  and  disinterestedly  in  endeavoring  to  keep  it 
dear  from  the  destructive  control  of  the  nominal  Committee  of 
the  Society, 

Lii.  15:66,  The  British  friends  of  the  cause  had  no  difficulty  in 
^'         arriving  at  a  clear  jadgment  of  the  issue  raised  in  New 

Hampshire;^  but  not  so  a  portion  of  the  abolitionists  (in 
Lii,  14:207.  Rhode  Island  particularly)  whose  personal  attachment  to 

Rogers  was  very  warm.  These  not  even  the  refusal  of 
Lii.  14:199.  French  to  print  in  the  fleraM  the  overwhelmingly  adverse 

1  Compare  Rogers's  reaolution.  at  the  minniil  meeting  of  tlie  Mass.  A.  S. 
Society  tn  Januaiy,  184* :  "  No  military,  judicial,  legislaliTe,  political,  or 
oUier  brute-force  instrumentality  can  rijiitfully  be  resorted  to  in  the  ac- 
complishment o(  the  anti-slavery  enterprise  "  (Idb.  14 :  19). 

2  A  purely  gratviitous  assumption. 

3  "  We  were  mnch  pleased  to  find,"  wrote  Quincy  to  K.  D.  Webb,  on  Jan. 
30, 1815,  ' '  that  you  agreed  so  entirely  with  ua  about  the  Rogers  business. 
■Soar  idea  of  French  and  Ms  having  behaved  like  spoiled  children  is  exactly 
correct"  (MS.).  Webb,  the  writer  goes  on  to  note,  had  formed  hia  opinion 
trom  the  printed  controversy  before  Quincy's  private  version  reached  him. 
CtiiS.  17: 1. 
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decision  of  the  Society,  nor  his  abrupt  discontinuance  of  Lib.  14:199- 
the  paper  and  refusal  to  surrender  the  subscription  hsts, 
following  Leavitt's  Umandpator  example,  could  disen- 
chant.   A  new  schism  resulted,  of  limited  extent  though 
marked  by  bitter  feeling,  and  was  fostered  by  the  New- 
Organization  and  Liberty-Party  spirit,  ever  intent  on   ta.  15:35, 
profiting  by  dissensions  in  the  aboKtion  ranks.    Further      ^'  ^  ' 
details  of  the  controversy  belong  to  a  history  of  the  anti- 
slavery  movement.    Mr.  Garrison's  connection  with  it,  as 
shown  above,  cost  him  not  only  his  standing  in  Rogers's 
disordered  estimation,  but  a  fresh  measure  of  abuse  from 
the  tatter's  sympathizers  and  abettors. 

Hard  enough  was  the  office  task  of  the  editor  of  the 
Liberator  in  this  crowded  year  1844,  when  the  press  of  zi*.  14:20;. 
matter  claiming  admission  to  his  columns  was  full  beyond 
precedent.     The  disunion  campaign ;  the  hot  Presidential 
canvass,  ending  in  the  election  of  Polk  and  the  national  tib.  14:133- 
eonfirmation  of  Tyler's  Texan  policy;  Tyler's  extraordi-   i^_^'.„g 
nary  appeal  from  the  Senate,  rejecting  his  treaty,  to  the        i™- 
House,  for  which  John  Qninoy  Adams  would  have  had    ii*.  14:93- 
him  impeached,  as  endeavoring  to  declare  a  foreign  war 
without  the  consent  of  the  Senate ;  Tyler's  message  at  the  lh,  14: 197. 
next  session,  pointing  to  the  plebiscit  in  his  favor,  and 
urging  an  a«t  of  annexation ;  McDuffie's  resolution  to  this  lib  i4;202. 
end  —  aU  this  was  but  a  part  of  what  our  chronicler  of 
the  time  had  to  record  as  fuUy  as  possible,  let  alone  the 
voluminous  documents  in  the  Eogers  afEair.     The  year 
opened  with  Congressional  debates  over  the  Massachu- 
setts resolves  in  favor  of  abrogating  the  three-fifths  slave-  Ante. pp.  92. 
representation   clause  in  the  Federal   Constitution  —  a        ^^' 
premium,  as  Charles  Francis  Adams  rightly  aflrmed,  on   ub.  ^-.y/- 
the  perpetuation  of  slavery,  and,  as  the  elder  Adams  and 
Giddings  showed  (in  a  minority  report  on  the  resolves),    lu.  i4.-69- 
the  foundation  of  a  privileged  order  of  citizens,  a  slave- 
holding  oligarchy,  tending  infallibly  to  absorb  the  leading 
offices  of  the  Government  as  well  as  of  the  Slave  States- 
By  votes  of  121  to  18  and  127  to  41  the  House  adopted    lw.  w-  5i- 
Droragoole's  resolutions  declaring  the  tliree-fifths  com- 
Vol.  ni— 9 
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Chap.  IV.    promise  saered,  and  its  abolition  not  to  be  entertained, 
ig^.        This  irrefragable  argument  for  disunion  demonstrated 
Zj*.  14:9,     Ukewise  the  essential  barrenness  of  the  final  victory  of 
'  198.   ■    Mr.  Adams's  contention  for  the  rescinding  of  the  gag-rule 
against  anti-slavery  petitions  —  t-o  which  South  Carolina 
£1^.14:206.  responded  that  if  Congress  should  next  attempt  anti- 
slavery  legislation,  the  Federal  compact  would  be  at  an 
end. 

She  was  already  proving  it  at  au  end,  as  far  as  Northern 
££*,  14:202;  rights  were  concerned.     The  State  of  Massachusetts  had 
15-7, 2  ,27-  ggjjj  QQg  pf  ^(^  most  respectable  citizens,  Samuel  Hoar  of 
Concord,  a  lawyer  and  ex- Congress  man,  to  Charleston,  to 
Lii.  15:7;    test  in  the  Federal  courts  the  validity  of  the  South  Caro- 
ante.p.gi.    -^^_^^  law  of  December  19, 1835,  providing  for  the  jaiHng 
of  colored  seamen  arriving  at  her  ports.    The  transmis- 
sion of  Mr.  Hoar's  credentials  by  the  Governor  of  South 
Lib.  14;  "93,  Carolina  to  the  State  Legislature  produced,  in  the  Senate, 
resolutions  pronouncing  the  mission  a  gross  insult,  and 
promising  resistance  to  an  adverse  decision  of  the  Federal 
courts.    The  press  reverberated  with  like  menaces,  in- 
zi*.  14:198.  timating  that  South  Carolina  would  anticipate  a  conflict 
with  the  United  States  by  making  one  directly  with  Mas- 
sachusetts—  "the  Port  Moultrie   State"   against    "the 
Bunker  Hill  State."     Calhoun's  organ,  the  Houfh  Carolin- 
ian, hoped  no  lawyer  would  take  a  fee  from  Mr.  Hoar. 
Lis.  14:202.   Bothbranchesof  the  Legislature  called  upon theGovemor 
Lii.  14:202.  to  expel  him ;  and,  this  patriotic  duty  having  been  begun 
LU.  15:9.    by  his  hotel-keeper,  nothing  remained  for  Mr.  Hoar  but  to 
flee  the  State,  which  he  did,  under  escort  —  the  company 
of  his  daughter  more  than  the  gray  hairs  of  this  man  of 
sixty-six  insuring  him  from  summary  violence.     "I  am 
MS.  Dec.    in  hopes,"  wrote  Edmund  Quincy  to  Richard  Webb,  "  that 
14, 1B44.     Massachusetts  will  at  last  be  kicked  into  some  degree  of 
spirit.    I  don't  know  that  anything  is  left  for  her  but 
reprisals.^    But  slavery  has  n't  left  her  pluck  enough  for 
that,  I  fancy  " —  the  melancholy  truth. 


J  by  Google 


-Et.  39.]  NO   UNION   WITH   SLAVEHOLDERS.  131 

Other  Massachusetts  citizens  were  equally  in  need  and 
equally  devoid  of  protection  at  this  moment.    There  was  i^- 14;  147. 
honest  Jonathan  Walker  of  Harwich,  sea-captain,  caught 
in  July,  1844,  by  tlie  IT.  S.  steamer  General  Taylor,  with  lh.  14:1=7. 
sundry  slaves  aboard  as  voluntary  passengers  from  the  I'^'-^^^lll', 
Federal  Territory  of  Florida  to  the  Bahama  Islands ;  taken 
back  in  irons  to  Pensacola  and  there  jailed,  chained  to  a 
ringbolt  for  fifteen  days ;  afterwards  put  in  the  pillory  for 
an  hour,  and  pelted  witb  rotten  eggs  5  finally,  by  order 
of  a  Federal  court,  branded  on  the  right  hand  with  "S.  ii*.  15:115, 
S."  for  slave-stealer  —  lucky  to  escape  at  length  with  his        ^^' 
life.     There  was  also  the  Rev.  Charles  T.  Torrey,  who,  two 
years  before,  being  a  newspaper  correspondent  in  Wash- 
ington, had  exercised  his  Constitutional  right  to  visit 
Annapolis  to  report  a  slaveholders'  convention,  was  recog-     Jan.  12. 
nized,  nearly  lynched,  and,  upon  his  room  at  the  tavern   nfipTer- 
being  searched,  arrested  for  his  temporary  security,  but    "^^fif^' 
on  trial  was  released  on  bail.     This  treatment  led  him  to     i^-  ^o.  '4- 
engage  in  several  hazardous  attempts  to  run  slaves  off 
from  the  border  States,  and  in  June,  1844,  he  was  again    LifeofTor- 
in  a  Maryland  jail  —  this  time  in  Baltimore  —  on  a  charge  L&.-i^.ia^, 
that  shut  out  every  prospect  of  local  mercy  or  Federal        "5- 
intervention. 

Mr.  Garrison,  on  the  happening  of  this  fatal  misfortune 
to  his  old  enemy,  banished  all  resentment,  remembering 
those  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them  —  all  the  more  because 
the  same  prison  had  onee  held  himself.  He  professed  bis  Ante,  i ;  174. 
readiness  " to  espouse  his  [Torrey's]  cause  as  though  he  Lib.i^xT\'). 
were  my  bosom  friend,"  helping  pecuniarily  with  his  mite, 
and  by  arousing  public  sympathy  and  indignation.    He  £13.14:126. 

entering  tie  State  from  another  State,  and  aaked,  why,  then,  might  cot 
every  free  State  imprison  every  ioeoming  native  of  a  slavetolding  State 
(lAh.  13  ;  1771.  He  reached  Charleston  on  Nov.  28,  1844;  his  colleague, 
Henry  Hubliard  of  Pittsfl-eld,  Masa.,  delegated  to  Lonisiana,  arrived  in 
New  Orleajwi  Deo.  1,  and  was  likewise  expelled,  bnt  less  ftereely  (Smith's 
'  History  of  Pittsfleld,'  p.  405 ;  and  lAh.  15  r  2,  9,  14,  17,  35).  See  the  law 
enacted  by  the  Sonth  Carolina  Legislature  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  like 
missions  ;  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  persona  disturbing  tie 
peace  of  this  State,  in  relation  to  slaves  and  Iree  persons  of  color  "  (Mi. 
15  :  14 ;  18  :  65},  and  a  simUac  one  by  Louisiana  (Lib.  15  :  17,  25). 
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Chap.  IV.  was  as  good  as  hie  word.  On  August  19,  1844,  Torrey 
1844.       wrote  from  Baltimore  jail  to  Elias  Smith,!  gaying,  "To 

LU.  14:147.  Mr.  Garrison,  personally,  I  feel  greatly  indebted  for  the 
magnanimous  part  he  has  taken  " ;  and  on  November  29 
to  J.  Miller  McKim  of  Philadelphia,  the  medium  of  gifts 
in  money  from  the  colored  and  white  people  of  that 
vicinity : 

MS.  Nini.  "  I  have  been  thinking,  ail  summer,  of  addressing  Garrison 
29, 1844.  a^  long  letter  for  the  Press,  and  1  conununicated  my  intention 
to  OUT  Boston  friends.  They  urged,  that  I  might  revive  old 
aores,  now  healed ;  that  my  private  intercourse  might  do  aU  the 
good  such  a  letter  could ;  and  that,  in  prison,  I  ought  not  to  risk 
the  recurrence  of  unpleasant  feelings  among  my  friends,  of 
either  the  '  Old '  or  '  New '  organizations,  some  of  whom,  on 
both  sides,  would  needs  be  offended  by  the  views  of  one  who 
told  both  plainly  their  faults — faults  that  pride,  still,  might  make 
a  few  leaders  loath  to  acknowledge.^  And  then,  as  my  views 
^Bfe,i:3i3.  on  the  'confounded  woman  question'  are  materially  modified, 
so  far  as  it  is  connected  -with  our  cause,  I  might  hurt  the  feelings 
of  my  personal  friends.  These  ideas  made  me  delay.  Then 
came  my  two  months'  prostrating  sickness,  and  luiw,  my  trial, 
in  which  I  suppose  you  and  all  my  Mnd  friends  in  Philadelphia 
feel  a  deep  interest." 

at  this  tiioe  an  imti-slavery  lecturer,  and 
io  wbom  he  wrote  from  Qalveston,  Texas, 
July  13, 1866,  apropos  of  the  fund  then  being  raised  foe  the  latter's  support ; 
"  Hj  dear  old  friend,  I  hare  nothing  to  give,  but  I  hare  the  memory  of 
obligatioQB  for  kindnesaes  received  at  your  baads  whiuh,  If  I  had  thouaauds, 
I  could  scarcely  repay.  When  an  eiile  from  my  home,  more  than  twenty- 
three  years  ago,  and  liviDgtemporoFilyinCambridgeport,  yon  were  a  friend 
and  brother  moat  precious.  You  sympathized  in  my  misfortunes  and 
poverty ;  and,  later,  in  Boston,  you  aheltered  my  little  family  in  your  own 
houae,  while  I  Btruggied,  as  I  never  did  before,  to  flnd  them  bread.  You 
shared  with  us  your  own  bounty,  and  yoar  eicellent  and  noble  wife  was  a 
companion  and  friend  to  mine.  Your  patience  and  l^indness  to  all  who 
sought  your  door  for  relief  —  your  open-handed,  large-hearted  charity — 
your  gentleness  in  the  famUy,  and  your  cheerful  song  as  you  came  in  and 
went  out  before  us,  are,  and  ever  will  remain,  green  in  my  memory.  Alas! 
how  little  the  world  knew  of  the  heart  of  that  man  whom  they  reviled  as  the 
offscourings  of  all  things!"  (M9.) 

2  Compare  the  letter  to  Eliaa  Smith  cited  above.  Torrey  was  well-advised, 
oOBsideriDg  how  far  hia  old  associates  la^ed  behind  the  Garrisonlan  aboli- 
tionists In  exciting  public  sympathy  on  his  behalf,  or  in  turning  bis  case  to 
antd-alavery  account  (Lib.  1* :  147). 
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Mr.  Garrison's  activity  as  a  speaker,  from  Maine  to    Chap.  iv. 
Pennsylvania,  was  very  great  in  the  year  under  review,        ,3^, 
until  tlie  trouble  in  Ma  side  compelled  him  to  withdraw  Lii.-n-.ijo; 
temporarily  from  the  lecture  field.    As  usual,  slavery  was      ,,  ig^/ 
not  his  sole  topic,  but,  as  oeeaaion  offered,  he  gave  addresses     ^^j}'  c' 
on  Peace,  Worship,  the  Church,  the  Ministry,  the  Sabbath,      i^n^n. 
the  Condition  and  the  Rights  of  Woman.     He  took  part 
in  the  Sunday  lectures  at  Amory  Hall,  Boston,  which   £1^.14:19, 
were  a  sort  of  adjourned  Chardon- Street  Convention,  hav- 
ing among  his  colleagues  E.  W.  Emerson,^  Adin  Ballou, 
Charles  A.  Dana,  and  Mrs.  Ernestine  L.  Rose.    He  spoke 
with  Wendell  Phillips  before  a  legislative  committee  at   ij*.  14:23- 
the  State  House  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  the  death 
penalty,  and  again  at  a  special  meeting  in  Boston  in    Zi*.  15:3- 
December.    He  was  cheered  by  the  memorable  split  in   Zi*.  14:38. 
the  Methodist  denomination,  on  the  question  of  episcopal     125, 134. ' 
slaveholding,  when,  in  the  language  of  G-overnor  Ham-  -'■  ^■^"'' 
mond  of  South  Carolina,  the  "pafriofie  Methodists  of  the  lh.  14:301. 
South  dissolved  all  connection  with  their  brethren  of  the 
North  " — a  foreshadowing  of  the  greater  disunion  in  store 
for  the  two  sections. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Garrison  family  was 
blessed  with  a  girl,^  much  longed  for  by  her  parents. 

I  Tbis  yearwitnesaed  a  closer  connectjon  tluui  hitherto  between  Emerson 
and  the  abolitionists.  We  read  in  Cabot's  Memoirs  of  him  (2  ;  430)  the  fol- 
lowing OKtract  f  com  Ms  Journal  for  1844:  "The  haters  of  Garrison  have 
lived  to  rejoice  in  that  grand  world  movement  wMch,  everj  ago  or  two, 
oastsoutsomasterlyan  agent  for  good.  I  cannot  speai  of  that  gentleman 
without  respect.  I  found  him  the  other  day  in  his  dlngj  office."  To  which 
his  editor  adds :  "  He  went  to  Garrison's  office,  perhaps,  to  concert  for  a 
meeting  which  the  abolitionists  held  in  the  Concord  Court-house  on  the  Ist 
of  August  in  this  year  (1844)  to  celebrate  the  anniyersary  of  the  liberation 
of  the  alaTas  in  the  British  West  Indies.  Emerson  delivered  the  address." 
See  Iiib.  14 :  127, 129, 146.   No  church  was  to  be  had  for  this  humane  service. 

a  Helen  Prances  Garcisoo,  bom  Dec.  16, 1S44,  and  named  for  her  mother 
and  paternal  grandmotter.  "You  know  Ihey  have  a  little  daughter," 
wrote  Ann  PhillipB  to  Eliaabeth  Pease.  "  Garrison  is  tickled  to  death  wili. 
it"  (MS.  Jan.  {1),  1W>).  "We  shall  demand  for  her  the  rights  of  ahuman 
being,  though  she  be  a  female,"  wrote  the  happy  father  to  Mrs.  Louisa 
Loring  (MS.  Jan.  U,  1845). 
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CHAPTEE  V. 

Texas.— 1845. 

FORMAL  assent  to  the  Disunion  doctrine  was  given, 
with   a  will,   by  the   Massaohnsetts  Anti-Slavery 
jjn,  34-36.    Society  at  its  annual  meeting  in  January,  1845.    As  a 
'^'        consequence  of  this  action,  Ellis  Gray  Loring  resigned 
his  place  on  the  Board  of  Offtcers.     "Poor  Gamson," 
£;*.  15:19.    exulted  the   Boston  Post,  "who  appears  to  be  broken 
down,  mentally  and  physically,  has  taken  such  a  rabid 
course  that  he  is  driving  from  him  some  of  those  who 
have  heretofore  been  his  most  active  supporters."    Mr. 
Loring  hastened  to  notify  this  Democratic  sheet  that  the 
alienation  was  not  p 


LH.  IS :  19.  "  Not  coneurring  in  the  '  disTmion '  doctrines  adopted  by  the 
Society,  I  thought  I  should  misrepresent  it  by  reiuaiuing  an 
ofB-cer;  but  it  is  painful  to  me  to  have  it  intimated  that  an 
honest  difference  on  a  single  point  of  duty  could  drive  Mr. 
Garrison  and  me  asunder.  On  other  points  we  cooperate ;  and 
never,  during  the  fourteen  years  in  which  I  have  been  honored 
by  his  friendship,  have  I  felt  for  him  a  deeper  attachment  and 
respect.i  I  cannot  accept  even  an  implied  compliment  at  the 
expense  o£  one  whose  past  services  and  present  value  to  the 
cause  of  human  freedom  I  feel  to  be  unequalled." 

Elsewhere,  the  Liberator's  cry,  "  No  Union  with  Slave- 
holders ! "  (now  printed  weekly  at  the  head  of  the  paper) 
was  caught  up  and  re-echoed  in  the  abolition  ranks  —  by 
Feb.  s-7,     the  Western  New  York  Anti-Slavery  Society,  in  Febru- 
'  i5;33-'      ^"7'   ^y  *  ^^^^  majority  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
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Anti-Slavery  Society  at  Keonett,  ill  August.  In  Ohio,  the  Attg.  11-13-. 
Anti-Slavery  Bugle  was  founded  as  the  disunion  organ  of  '  'i^Jj'/^^' 
the  Ohio  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  lh.  15:^^. 

The  levers  of  disunion  ready  to  the  hands  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts abolitionists  were  the  recent  expulsions  of  the     Aau.pp. 
State's  delegates  from  Sonth  Carolina  and  Louisiana,     '^'  ^^'' 
and  the  impending  annexation  of  Texas,    At  the  annual 
meeting  just  referred  to,  Wendell  Phillips  reported  re-   ii^.  15:19. 
solves  that  the  Governor  should  demand  of  the  Federal 
Executive  an  enforcement  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
maintenance  of  Mr.  Hoar's  right  to  reside  in  Charleston ; 
in  default  of  which  the  Legislature  should  authorize  the 
Governor  to  proclaim  the  Union  at  an  end,  recall  the  Con- 
gressional delegation,  and  provide  for  the  State's  foreign 
relations.    This  was  the  logic  of  the  situation.     So  far  as 
Massachusetts  (or  any  free  State)  was  concerned,  South 
Carolina  had  dissolved  the  Union :  Federal  rights  were 
disregarded  in  her  borders,  the  Federal  laws  were  subor- 
dinate or  inoperative,  Federal  protection  could  have  been 
exercised  only  by  force  and  at  the  cost  of  a  civil  war. 
There  could  be  no  better  occasion  for  weighing  the  value 
of  the  Union,  or  for  taking  the  initiative  in  peaceable 
separation  as  advocated  by  the  abolitionists.     But  no 
other  class  or  party  in  the  State  was  ei^ual  to  this  simple 
and  manly  procedure.     Governor  Briggs's  messages  in     £ii,  15:7, 
regard  to  Messrs.  Hoar  and  Hubbard  were  unexception-         °'' 
able  in  tone  and  temper,  rhetorically  considered ;  but  they 
meant  nothing  and  could  effect  nothing,  since  disunion 
was  the  only  remedy.     The  Legislature  did,  indeed,  pass 
the  equally  unexceptionable  joint  resolves  prepared  by    iii.  15:25, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  suggesting  retaliation  with  refer-        ^' 
ence  to  South  Carolina ;  but  no  enactment  followed,  nor, 
notoriously,  could  any  such  have  been  sustained  in  the 
Federal  courts. 

The  same  paralysis  befell  the  j)o/iVtc«?  opposition  to  the 
annexation  of  Tex^.     Governor  and  Legislature  pledged    ub.-i%:6. 
Massachusettsanewto  the  position  that  annexation  would      ^  '  3'- 
have  no  binding  force  on  her.     But  Jiow  would  it  have  no 
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Chap.  V.     binding  force  T     Texas  once  in  the  Union,  would  laws 

1845.       passed  by  the  aid  of  her  representatives  be  resisted?    No 

one  not  an  abolitionist  ever  advocated  any  measure  of 

irreconcilability  —  so  to  call  it  —  except  Henry  WHson 

Wiisat's     in  the  Massachusetts  Senate.     His  proposal,  to  "provide 

Faiiofsiitve  by  law  that  the  moment  a  man  held  as  a  slave  in  Texas 
fi^^iib.  stepped  upon  the  soil  of  Massachusetts,  his  liberty  should 
■5-39. 77-  be  as  sacred  as  hia  life,"  and  to  "make  it  a  high  crime  to 
molest  him,"  fell  dead,  and  was,  in  fa«t,  though  well 
meant,  absurd,  either  as  a  praetioable  mode  of  opposition 
or  as  a  qvtiA  pro  quo,  even  supposing  the  whole  North  to 
have  taken  this  stand  along  with  Massachusetts.  The 
truth  was,  slavery  was  dragging  the  country  down  an 
inclined  plane,  and  there  was  no  escape  but  by  cutting 
the  rope  that  bound  the  North  to  the  South.  The 
impraetieable  politicians  of  all  parties,  therefore,  who 
struggled  against  the  inevitable,  while  refusing  to  look 
facts  in  the  face,  fiUed  the  year  at  which  we  have  now 
arrived  with  the  emptiest  of  empty  words. 

Lii.  15:18.  On  January  29,  an  Anti-Texas  Convention  was  held  in 
Faneuil  Hall.^  Edmund  Quincy,  writing  the  next  day  to 
Richard  "Webb,  said  of  it : 

MS.  Jan.  "  It  was  called  by  political  gentlemen,  mostly  Wh^s,  not  by 
30, 1845.  abolitionists.  It  was  very  fuUy  attended,  and  the  galleries  were 
Lib.  15  3  crowded  Garrison  was  made  a  delegate  from  his  ward  by  the 
W.PMiip  mfl  lenee  of  F.  Jackson.  Phillips  could  not  be  elected,  to  our 
Lib.  15  great  gnef     The  Convention  only  put  forth  an  Address,  pro- 

te  tm^  against  annexation,  and  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Cfrrespondence;  on  the  ground  that  they  would  not  suppose 

1  "Mr.  Webster  united  in  the  Convention,"  and  "eocBiilted  wiUi  and 
aseisted  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  Charles  AUen,  and  Charles  Francis  Adams,  in 
preparing  the  Address  of  the  Convention  —  an  address  filled  with  noble 
sentlmenta  of  hostility  to  slavery  domination "  {Henry  Wilson  in  the 
Maaaachusetta  Senate,  1852 ;  Zi6.  22  :  41).  "  I  remember  that  when,  in 
1845,  the  present  leaders  of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  with  Danie!  Webster  in 
their  company,  met  to  draw  up  the  Anti-Teias  Address  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Convention,  thay  sent  to  abolitionists  for  anti-slavery  facts  and 
history,  for  the  remarkable  testimonies  of  our  Eevoluliomirr  great  men 
which  they  wished  to  quote  "  (Wcndcl!  Phillips,  speech  before  the  Mass. 
A,  8.  Society,  Jan.  27,  1853 ;  Uh.  23  ;  2G|.     See  Cliaa.  Sumner's  Life,  2 :  331. 
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the  po^bility  of  annexation  until  it  'was  done,  and  that  then    Chap,  v 
woijld  be  soon  enough  to  take  further  measures.    If  they  do        j^. 
this,  it  will  be  well ;  if  not,  the  Convention  will  be  a  farce. 

"  The  anti-slavery  spirit  of  the  Convention  was  surprising. 
The  Addre^  and  the  speeches  of  the  gentlemen,  not  abolition- 
ists, were  such  as  caused  Garrison  to  be  mobbed  ten  years  ago, 
and  such  as  we  thought  thorough  three  or  four  years  ago.  There 
were  no  qualifications,  or  excuses,  or  twaddle.  What  it  is  a  sign 
of,  I  don't  know,  but  it  mast  be  of  good  in  some  way.  I  send 
you  a  i>aper  or  two  containing  the  account  of  the  Convention. 
Gfarrison  was  received  with  more  enthusiasm  than  any  man,  on 
his  first  appearance,  and  carried  the  house  with  him  while  he 
spoke,  thoi^h  they  woidd  not  accept  his  proposition." 

So  "Wendell  Phillips,  writing  to  Ellizabetli  Pease : 
"  Well,  Texas,  you  'U  see,  is  coming  in.    We  always  said  it     MS.  Fei 
would,  and  were  laughed  at.    Garrison  grew  popular  and  was      ^'''  '^^ 
chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  here,  quite  xmanimoi^ly 
in  his  ward — ^made  a  great  speech  —  created  the  most  stir  in 
the  whole  matter  —  was  rapturously  applauded.    The  fact  is, 
there  were  many  abolitionists  in  the  body,  and  when  men  get 
together,  however  Htde  they  may  demre  to  act  themselves,  they 
do  relish  strong  fet(ft." 

So  Charles  Sumner,  writing  to  Jndge  Story :  Peb.  5, 18. 

"  The  debates  in  the  Convention  were  most  interesting.    I       Lifi  of 
never  heard  Garrison  before.    He  spokewith  natural  eloquence.        "'"^J[ 
Hillard  spoke  exquisitely.    His  words  descended  in  a  golden     q_  5  //■, 
shower ;  but  Garrison's  fell  in  fiery  rain.    It  seemed  donbtful,         ''"^■ 
at  one  time,  if  the  abohtionists  would  not  succeed  in  carrying 
the  Convention.     Their  proposals  were  voted  down ;  though  a 
very  respectable  number  of  the  Convention  were  in  favor  of  a 
the  Union  in  the  event  of  the  annexation  of 


Mr.  Garrison's  share  in  the  proceedings  was  effective  in 
two  particulars.  He  secured  for  the  Convention  a  chance 
to  eritieise  the  address  before  it  was  issued,  and  he  had 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  enlarged  so  as  to  include 
members  of  the  Demoeratio  Party,  His  speech,  delivered 
in  the  evening,  was  to  second  a  motion  made  in  the  after- 
noon by  the  Eev,  Joseph  C.  Lovejoy  of  Cambridge  (a 


J  by  Google 


138  ■WILLIAM   LLOYD   GAKKISON.  f«r.  40. 

Chap.  V.  brother  of  the  martyr),  of  this  tenor :  that  the  threatened 
1845.  exteosion  of  the  area  of  slavery  would  release  the  North 
from  aH  obligations  to  that  piratical  institution,  ■whether  , 
to  return  fugitive  slaves  or  to  suppress  insurrections.  He 
was  received,  on  rising,  with  "  deafening  cheers,"  and 
offered  an  additional  resolution,  in  these  words : 

Lib.  is:iB.  "  That,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  two  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  already  declared  their  wish  and  concurrence  in  the 
project  of  annexation,  we  deem  it  our  duty  distinctly  to  declare 
what  ought  to  be,  and  what  we  ha've  faith  to  believe  will  be,  the 
course  of  Massachusetts,  should  the  infamous  plan  be  consum- 
mated. Deeming  the  act  utterly  unconstitutional  and  void,  we 
declare  that  the  people  of  thjg  Commonwealth  wiU  never  submit 
to  it  aa  the  law  of  the  laod,  but  looi  upon  the  Union  as  dis- 
solved, and  proceed  to  form  a  new  government  for  herself  and 
such  of  the  free  States  as  will  aid  her  in  carrying  out  the  great 
purposes  of  our  fathers  in  behalf  of  civil  Uberty.  And  we  call 
upon  the  several  to^vms  of  the  Commonwealth,  whenever  the 
President  shall  annoimce  that  Texas  is  annexed  to  this  "Dnion, 
immediately  to  assemble  and  choose  delegates  for  a  second 
session  of  this  Convention,  which  shall  take  measures  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  Union  with  such  States  as  do  not  tolerate 
domestic  slavery  —  the  Union  of  1789  having  then  ceased  to 

The  mover  sustained  this  resolution  with  unpremedi- 

Lii.  15:23.  tated  remarks  ■which  the  daily  press  pronounced  treason- 
able. He  recalled  a  similar  convention  on  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  whose  protest  was  embodied  by  Webster  in 
an  address.  "  That  movement  ended  in  words,  words.  Did 
they  mean,"  asked  Mr.  Garrison,  "  to  act  that  farce  over 
^ain  T "  Charles  Francis  Adams  objected  to  jeoparding 
united  action  by  any  such  radical  proposition,  and  both 

Lib.  rs:i8.    the  Lovejoy  and  Garrison  resolutions  were  laid  on  tiie 
table. 
Months  passed,  during  which  inaction  on  the  part  of  the 

ub.  15:82,  North  paved  the  way  to  the  catastrophe,  and  sapped  the 
courage  of  the  resi.stants  —  the  political  and  "practical" 
resistants.  William  H.  Seward,  in  a  public  letter  to  Salmon 

£«.  15:113.   P.  Chase,  submitted  in  advance  to  the  inevitable  annex- 
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ation  of  Texas,  repudiating  disunion.   His  eouoter  measure    Chap.  v. 
was  to  enlarge  tlie  area  of  freedom  — as  if  the  South  did       jg^j. 
not  provide  for  that  by  coupling  the  admission  of  a  slave 
State  with  that  of  a  free  State.    Already,  in  February, 
Florida  had  been  thus  admitted  into  the  Union,  paired  with    m.  15 :  34, 
Iowa,  in  spite  of  the  intense  Northern  feeling  against         ^* 
more  slave  States  aroused  in  the  case  of  Texas ;  in  spite, 
too,  of  the  Florida  Constitution  making  slavery  perpetual,    Lib.  15:39, 
and  authorizing  the  Legislature  to  forbid  the  landing  of    Lib.  15:54. 
any  colored  seaman  —  the  toleration  of  which  by  Congress 
was  a  virtual  approval  of  the  action  of  South  Carolina 
towards  Mr.  Hoar.    Yet  still  Mr.  Seward  contended  — 
"We  must  resist  unceasingly  the  admission   of  slave  z/i.  15:113. 
States,  and  demand  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia" ;  and  he  even  dreamed,  when  one  indepen- 
dent Congress  had  been  elected,  that  the  "  internal  slave- 
trade  may  be  subjected  to  inquiry.    Amendments  to  the 
Constitution  will  be  initiated."    Robert  C.  Winthrop  made 
his  surrender  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
toasting,  in  famous  words,  "  Our  country     .     .     .    how-  Lib.  15:118. 
ever  bounded;     .    .     .    to  be  cherished  in  all  our  hearts, 
to  be  defended  by  all  our  hands" — an  abasement  which 
accepted  war  with  Mexico,  along  with  that  spread  of  slave 
territory  which  he  had  hitherto  strenuously  opposed.     In 
the  same  hall  of  heroic  memories  the  Whig  State  Conven- 
tion in  October  withdrew  from  the  opposition,  and  left  U6  15:162. 
the  Constitutional  question  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  I     Governor  Slade   of  Vermont  could  no 
longer  urge  his  State  to  take,  unsupported,  an  unrelent- 
ing attitude,  and  sought  comfort  in  the  illusion  that  £;*.  15:170. 
the  entrance  of  Texas  into  the  Union  would  make  slav- 
ery a  national  institution  as  never  before,  and  expose  it 
to  attack  as  such.    Webster,  accusing  the  Liberty  Party  Ui.  15:182. 
(by  its  defeat  of  Clay)  of  having  procured  annexation, 
hoped,  or  professed  to  hope,  the  consummation  might 
yet  be  averted;  as  Charles  Francis  Adams,  seeing  noth-  i;j.r5:j85; 
ing  further  left,  and  disregarding  the  example  of  Florida,      "^ 
vainly  looked  for  some  modification  of  the  pro-slavery 
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Chap.  V.    Constitution  of  Texas,    Abbott  Lawrence  and  Nathan 

18^5.       Appleton,   ex-members   of  Congress,  not  only  desisted 

from  opposition^  to  a  deed  actually  aecomplislied,  but 

iii.  15:194.  rebuked  those  of  their  colleagues  whose  conscience  and 
zeal  outran  their  discretion  as  "practical  men." 

Lii.is-.i'fi;       Meantime  in  Massachusetts  a  mass  meeting  for  Middle- 

1845.  '     sex  County  had  been  called  at  Concord  to  consider  the 

encroachments  of  the  Slave  Power.    Hardly  a  Liberty 

Lii.  15:154.  Party  man  was  present,  but  Mr,  Garrison  again  endeav- 
ored to  inspire  his  Whig  political  associates  with  his 
doctrine  of  action  —  to  proceed  as  if  they  meant  it  when 
they  declared  the  admission  of  Texas  would  be  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union : 

Lii.  15:158,  "  Sir,"  he  said,  "  I  know  how  nearly  alone  we  shall  be.  An 
oTerwhehning:  majority  of  the  whole  people  are  prepared  to  en- 
dorse this  horrible  deed  of  Texan  annexation.  The  hearts  of 
the  few  who  hate  it  are  giving  way  in  despair ;  the  majority 
have  got  the  mastery.  Shall  we  therefore  retreat,  acknowledge 
ourselves  conquered,  and  fall  into  the  ranks  of  the  victors  ? 
Shall  we  agree  that  it  is  idle,  insane,  to  contend  for  the  right 
any  longer  ? 

"  Sir,  I  dreaded,  almost,  when  I  heard  this  Convention  called. 
I  will  be  frank  with  you.  I  ain  afraid  you  are  not  ready  to  do 
your  duty;  and  if  not,  you  will  be  made  a  laughing-stock  by 
tyrants  and  their  tools ;  and  it  ought  to  be  so. 

"  I  have  nothing  to  say,  Sir — nothing,  I  am  tired  of  words 
—  tired  of  hearing  strong  things  said,  where  there  is  no  heart  to 
carry  them  out.  When  we  are  prepared  to  state  the  whole  truth, 
and  diefor  it,  if  necessary — when,  like  our  fathers,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  take  our  ground,  and  not  shrink  from  it,  counting  not 
ourhves  dear  unto  us — when  we  are  prepared  to  let  ail  earthly 
hopes  go  by  the  board  —  then  let  us  say  so ;  till  then,  the  less 
we  say,  the  better,  in  such  an  emei^ney  as  this. 

IOq  March  25,  1837,  Mr.  Lawrence  wrote  to  Ma  constituents:  "The 
independence  of  this  infant  nation  [Texas]  bag  alread;  been  recognized  by 
our  Qovemment.  Tlie  nest  movement  of  the  friendti  of  Teiaa  will  be  its 
anneiation  to  the  United  States,  .  .  .  Should  their  object  be  attained, 
where  will  be  the  patwmage  and  Eieentii-e  power  of  the  GovenimentT 
Will  It  not  Im  gone,  forever  departed,  from  the  free  States  )  Let  us  mtia- 
lajn  the  Constitution  in  fetter  and  spirii  as  we  received  it  from  our  fathers, 
and  reaist  every  attempt  at  the  acquisition  of  territory  to  be  inhabited  b; 
slaves  "  (Hill'B  Memoir  of  Abbott  Lawrence,  p.  31), 
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'' '  But  who  are  we,'  will  men  ask, '  that  talk  of  sueli  tilings  1    Chap.  V. 
Aie  we  enough  to  make  a  revolution  1 '    No,  Sir ;  but  we  are        ,^- 
enough  to  beffm  one,  and,  once  begun,  it  never  can  be  turned       / 
back.    I  am  for  revolution,  were  I  utterly  alone.    I  am  thera  / 
because  I  must  be  there.    I  must  cleave  to  the  right.     I  oamiot 
choose  but  obey  the  voice  of  God.    Now,  there  are  but  few  who 
do  not  eling  to  their  agreement  with  hell,  and  obey  the  voice  of 
the  devii.     But  soon  the  number  who  shall  resist  will  be  multi- 
tudinous as  the  stars  of  heasen. 

"  In  the  he^nning,  what  a  gross  absurdity  did  onr  fathers 
exhibit! — trs^ng  to  do  what  is  not  in  the  power  of  God  — to 
reconcile  the  irreeoneilable — to  make  Slavery  and  Freedom 
mingle  and  cohere!  It  can  never  be.  Look  at  the  lover  of 
freedom  and  the  advocate  of  slavery,  the  slaveholder  and  the 
abolitionist,  at  this  day.  Do  they  acknowledge  the  same  God? 
Do  they  worship  at  the  same  shrine  t  A  government  composed 
of  both  is  impossible ;  and  he  who  woidd  pass  for  a  lover  of 
freedom,  should  have  found  it  out.  Do  not  tell  me  of  our  past 
union,  and  for  how  many  years  we  have  been  one.  We  were 
only  one  while  we  were  ready  to  hunt,  shoot  down,  and  dehver 
up  the  slave,  and  allow  the  Slave  Power  to  form  an  oligarchy 
on  the  floor  of  Congress !  The  moment  we  say  no  to  this,  the 
Union  ceases — the  Government  falls. 

"  The  question  now  is,  Shall  there  longer  remain  any  freemen 
in  this  country  ?  —  for,  of  course,  if  we  continue  with  the  South, 
standing  witJi  her  and  by  her,  in  her  aggresdons  upon  Mexico ; 
if  we  see  her  taking  foreign  t«rritoTy  to  herself,  and  yet  aid  her  (y 
in  retaining  it;  we  are  as  bad  as  she — betrayers  of  our  sacred 
trust  of  freedom,  and  forgers  of  otu^  own  chains. 

"  I  thank  God  that,  aa  has  been  stated  by  you.  Sir,  we  stand 
on  common  gronnd  here  to-day.    I  pray  God  that  party  and 
sect  may  not  be  remembered.    I  trust  the  only  question  we     ,/ 
shaU  feel  like  asking  each  other  is,  Are  we  prepared  to  stand 
by  the  cause  o£  God  and  Liberty,  and  to  have  NO  union  with 

SLAVEHOLDERS  ?  " 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Cambridge,  where  it  oa.?. 

attracted  a  smaU  popular  attendance,  and  again  adjourned  LH.  15:163. 

till  October  21.    Mr.  Garrison  spoke  on  both  occasions,  zii.  13:163, 

and  on  the  latter  the  following  resolution,  of  his  moving,  ^^''' 
was  adopted: 

"  That  should  the  perfidious  and  illegal  act  of  Teaan  annex-  lh.  15:174. 
ation  be  consummated  at  the  nest  session  of  Congress,  it  will 
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Chap.  V.    be  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
iSac        promptly  to  declare,  in  tlie  name  of  the  people,  that  suoh  act  is 
null  and  void,  and  can  never  receive  tlieir  sanction,  be  the  con- 
sequences wiat  they  may." 

Lib.  15:177-  Mr.  C.  F.  Adams  again  objected  to  such  ao  affirmation 
on  the  part  of  the  meeting,  because  it  could  not  unite  all, 
though  the  resolution  merely  echoed  his  own  utterances 
in  the  Legislature,  and  that  body's  agreement  with  him. 
He  confessed  sadly  to  have  learned  that  the  people  at 
large  were  not  behind  him,  that  they  were  divided,  and 
that  a  low  tone  must  be  adopted  towards  them.  In  other 
words,  a  right  public  sentiment  had  to  be  created,  and  to 
that  end  Wendell  Phillips,  while  approving  his  friend's 
resolution,  at  the  same  time  urged  that  a  committee  he 

ui.ty-tTi-  formed,  "As  to  disunion,"  he  remarked,  "itmustand 
will  come.  Calhoun  wants  it  at  one  end  of  the  Union  — 
Garrison  wants  it  at  the  other.  It  is  written  in  the  coun- 
sels of  God.  Meantime,  let  all  classes  and  orders  and 
interests  unite  in  using  the  present  hour  to  prevent  the 
consummation  of  this  annexation  of  Texas." 

ii*.  15:178.  A  State  Anti-Texas  Committee  resulted  from  a  mass 
meetingheld  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  November  4,  with  Charles 
Francis  Adams  in  the  chair ;  the  stirring  resolutions  being 
offered  by  John  G.  Palfrey,  the  Massachusetts  Secretary 
of  State,  At  the  head  of  this  committee  stood  Mr,  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Garrison  was  among  his  colleagues,  consenting 

Li6. 16:  rg.  "  to  become  a  member  of  the  Committee  as  an  experiment, 
and  to  help  more  clearly  to  demonstrate  the  futility  of  any 
and  every  attempt  to  assail  slavery  in  its  incidents  and 
detaUs.  The  SLAVE  POWER  must  be  attacked  and 
vanquished  openly,  as  such,  and  no  quarter  given  to  it 
either  in  the  gross  or  in  part.     To  this  eonelusion,  we  are 

m.  16: 17.  happy  to  say,  the  Committee  unanimously  came ;  and  this 
is  a  sign  of  the  times  of  no  ordinary  significance.  In  what 
mode  it  is  best  to  assail  that  power,  the  Committee  could 
not  as  unanimously  agree ;  but  we  are  every  hour  more 
deeply  convinced  that  there  is  but  one  mode  and  one 
alternative  presented  to  the  people  of  the  free  States,  and 
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that  is,   to  have  NO  EELIGIOUS,   NO    POLITICAL    Chaf,  v. 
UNION   WITH   8LAVEHOLDEE8.     On  this   gi-ound        ,^5. 
we  stand  ready  to  unite  again  with  Whigs,  Democrats, 
and  Liberty  men ;  but  on  nothing  short  of  this  can  we 
see  any  utility  in  attempting  to  make  effectual  resistance 
to  the  encroachments  of  Slavery." 

Senate  and  House  at  Washington  had,  on  the  last  day  of   lh.  15:  is, 
February,  1845,  agreed  upon  the  joint  resolution  prescrib-       ^^'  ^^' 
ing  the  terms  of  admission  for  Texas;  Tyler  sped  the  news      Mar.  3. 
with  indecent  haste,  considering  the  nearness  of  his  sue-    ^  ^y-isx. ' 
cessor  in  office ;  the  Mexican  minister  at  the  capital  with-    lh.  15:43, 
drew ;  the  new  President,  Polk,  made  his  disposition  of 
forces  by  land  and  sea  to  deter  Mexico  from  asserting  in  ta.  15:197. 
arms  her  claims  to  the  territory  of  Texas,  and  at  the  same 
time  began  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  California. 
When  Congress  assembled,  the  House  was  in  no  humor      Ln.  15: 
to  entertain  memorials  against  the  admission  of  Texas,  ^' 

nor  was  John  Quincy  Adams  disposed  to  struggle  against 
a  foregone  conclusion.    Stephen  A.  Douglas's  resolution 
to  admit  Texas  was  promptly  passed  by  a  majority  of  five  Li6.  is-.soe. 
to  two,  and  the  Senate  confirmed  it  (on  Forefather'  Day)      j^^.  22, 
by  a  majority  of  nearly  three  to  one.    The  year  closed    '^^g'-/^*' 
amid  general  despondency  at  the  North  in  all  anti-slavery 
breasts  except  those  of  the  aboHtionists.    "  Apparently,"    ms.  Mar. 
wrote  Mr.  Garrison  to  Richard  Webb,  with  reference  to      ''  ''^''^' 
annexation,  "  the  slaveholding  power  has  never  been  so 
strong  —  has  never  seemed  to  be  so  invincible — has  never 
held  such  complete  mastery  over  the  whole  country  — 
has  never  so  sueeessfuUy  hurled  defiance  at  the  Eternal 
and  Just  One  —  as  at  the  present  time ;  and  yet  never  has 
it  in  reality  been  so  weak,  never  has  it  had  so  many  un- 
compromising assailants,  never  has  it  been  so  filled  with 
doubt  and  consternation,  never  has  it  been  so  near  its 
downfall,  as  at  this  moment.    Upon  the  face  of  it,  this 
statement  looks  absurdly  paradoxical ;  but  it  i&  true,  never- 
theless.   We  are  groping  in  thick  darkness ;  but  it  is  that 
darkest  hour  which  is  said  to  precede  the  dawn  of  day."  ^ 

And  Edmund  Quincy  notified  the  same  correspondent  in     29.  '845. 
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regard  to  Garrison  —  "  He  is  in  good  spirits,  ,  .  .  as  lie 
Eii!a  Lit  always  is,  and  as  we  all  have  a  trick  of  being.  Mrs,  Follen 
™'  says  that  when  she  wants  to  be  put  in  spirits,  she  goes 
among  the  abolitionists,  and  there  she  is  sure  to  find  cheer- 
fulness, wit,  humor,  and  fun.  And  who  should  be  cheer- 
ful and  merry,  in  this  country,  except  the  abolitionists  t " 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  acquisition  of  Texas 
hastened  the  overthrow  of  the  Slave  Power,  by  making 
it  over-confident,  by  fostering  dreams  of  an  indefinite 
Southern  expansion  in  case  of  separation  from  the  North, 
by  training  the  hot  youth  of  the  South  to  arms  when 
Mexico  was  invaded  and  reduced  —  yet  training  not  only 
Jefferson  Davis,  Lee,  "Stonewall"  Jackson,  the  two  John- 
stons, and  so  many  other  future  chiefs  of  the  Confederate 
army,  but  also  Grant,  Thomas,  Meade,  Hancock,  and  their 
fellow-emancipationists  of  the  Federal  army ;  above  all, 
by  enlarging  with  the  national  domain  the  points  of  con- 
tact between  free  and  slave  institutions,  involving  fresh 
conflicts  and  compromises  —  perpetual  irritation  of  the 
national  sore,'  It  also  surely  effected  the  division  of  the 
North  into  two  political  camps,  by  the  open,  shameless 
and  final  alliance  of  the  Democratic  Party  with  the  Slave 
Lib.  15:42.  Power,  for  the  sake  of  "  an  unchanging  ascendancy"  in 
national  politics.  For  some  time  yet  the  Whig  label 
would  not  necessarily  connote  a  supporter  of  slavery; 
but  with  the  Democratic  label  it  was  otherwise.  From 
1845  it  meant  nothing  but  complete  subserviency  to  the 
mandates  of  the  Southern  oligarchy. 

True  to  his  instincts  as  a  universal  reformer,  Mr.  Gar- 
Lih.  15:27.    rison  had  varied  his  anti-slavery  discourse  with  speeches 
^^'t^';^'    Jjefore  legislative  committees  and  before  conventions  or 
^i?s  Vrt*^'   ^'"^P^^  meetings  against  capital  punishment;  or  in  favor 
Lib.  15:47,    of  temperance  and  peace ;  on  the  Sabbath  and  ou  public 
worship.  His  progress  towards  greater  theological  enlight- 
1  Thomas  Corwin  correctly  predlotod  that,  "  In  Uie  event  of  a  cession  o£ 
territory  l>y  Meiieo  to  the  United  States,  the  question  of  the  further  exten- 
sum  of  slavery  muat  arise  in  a  form  which  would  necessarily  array  the 
North  and  the  South  agftinBt  each  other,"  and  ultimately  lead  to  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  (Letter  of  Sept.  23, 1647 ;  Ub.  17 :  1G9). 
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enment  was  manifested  in  his  treatment  of  Theodore    Chap.  v. 
Parker's  heresies,  at  a  time  when  the  preacher's  own  de-        1845. 
nomination  could  not  even  tolerate  a  Unitarian  clergy-    Zi*.  15:53. 
man  who  would  exchange  pulpits  with  him.    Mr.  Garrison 
was  not  shocked  hy  the  denial  of  a  superhuman  nature  or 
attrihutes  to  Jesus.    The  pother,  he  declared,  was  caused 
by  Mr.  Parker^s  disbelief  in  the  miraculous ;  yet,  -'surely,    i«,  15:55. 
the  obligations  and  duties  of  man  to  his  fellow-man  and 
to  Gk>d  are  in  no  degree  affected  by  the  question  whether 
miracles  were  wrought  in  Judea  or  not,  with  whatever 
interest  that  question  may  be  invested."    Later  in  the 
year,  the  pubhcation  of  a  Boston  edition  of  the  theologi- 
cal works  of  Thomas  Paine  brought  the  volume  to  him 
for  review.    His  reception  of  it  was  characteristic: 

"  Until  it  was  put  into  our  hands  a  few  days  since,  it  had  so  Lib.  15 :  1E6. 
happened  that  we  had  never  perused  a  single  page  or  para^aph  ^B(e.  i:aig. 
of  all  the  writings  of  Mr.  Paine,  whether  theological  or  poUtical. 
We  were  educated  to  regard  him  as  a  monster  o£  iniquity,  and 
were  therefore  intimidated  in  early  life  from  seeMog  an  a«- 
qumntanee  with  his  opinions  and  doctrines  as  expressed  by 
himself,  without  priestly  distortion  or  caricature.  Since  we 
have  been  delivered  from  the  thraldom  of  traditioa  and  author- 
ity, we  have  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  any  of  Mr.  Paine's 
sentiments  respecting  the  Bible  and  Christianity,  until  the 
present  time.  His  works  are  before  us;  we  have  given  them 
a  candid  and  careful  perusal ;  and,  though  it  may  not  be  politic 
for  us  to  do  so,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  to  state  the  impressions 
we  have  received." 

To  the  length  of  a  full  column  of  the  Liberator  Mr. 
Garrison  proceeded  with  his  judgment  of  Paine  (whose  Aaici-.xig. 
anticipation  of  his  favorite  motto  was  still  unknown  to 
him),  finding  in  him  a  great  intellect  and  reasoning  power, 
who  attacked  the  marvellous  in  the  Bible  rather  than  its 
morality ;  an  honest  man,  having  the  courage  of  bis  con- 
victions ;  one  who  always  addressed  the  reason  and  never 
the  fears  of  his  audieuee  —  as  would  appear  from  sundry 
citations. 

"  Of  the  millions  who  profess  to  believe  in  the  Bible  as  the  Lii.  15:186. 
inspired  word  of  God,  how  few  there  are  who  have  had  the 
Vol.  111.— 10 
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wish  or  the  courage  to  know  on  what  ground  they  have  formed 
their  opinion !  They  have  been  taught  that,  to  allow  a  doubt 
to  arise  in  their  minds  on  this  point,  would  be  sacrilegious,  and 
to  put  in  peril  their  salvation.  They  must  beheve  in  the  plenary 
inspiration  of  the  '  sacred  volume,'  or  they  are  '  infidels,'  who 
wiL  justly  deserve  to  be  *  cast  into  the  lake  of  Are  and  brim- 
stone.' Imposture  may  always  be  suspected  when  reason  is 
commanded  to  abdicate  the  throne ;  when  investigation  is  made 
a  criminal  act ;  when  the  bodies  or  spirits  of  men  are  threatened 
with  pains  and  penalties  ii  they  do  not  subscribe  to  the  popular 
behef ;  when  appeals  are  made  to  human  credulity,  and  not  to 
the  understanding. 

"  Now,  nothing  can  be  more  consonant  to  reason  than  that 
the  more  valuable  a  fhiag  is,  the  more  it  will  bear  to  be  exam- 
ined. If  the  Bible  be,  from  Genesis  to  Eevelation,  divinely 
inspired,  its  warmest  partisans  need  not  be  eoueerned  as  to  its 
fate.  It  is  to  be  examined  with  the  same  freedom  as  any  other 
book,  and  taken  precisely  for  what  it  is  worth.  It  must  stand 
or  fall  on  its  own  inherent  quahties,  like  any  other  volume.  To 
know  what  it  teaches,  men  must  not  stultify  themselves,  nor  be 
made  irrational  by  a  blind  homage.  Their  reason  must  be 
absolute  in  judgment,  and  act  freely,  or  they  cannot  know  the 
truth.  They  are  not  to  object  to  what  is  simply  incomprehen- 
sible —  because  no  man  can  comprehend  how  it  is  that  the  sun 
gives  light,  or  the  acorn  produces  the  oak ;  but  what  is  clearly 
monstrous,  or  absurd,  or  impossible,  cannot  be  endorsed  by 
reason,  and  can  never  properly  be  made  a  test  of  reUgious 
faith,  or  an  evidence  of  moral  character. 

"  To  say  that  everything  contained  within  the  lids  of  the 
Bible  is  divinely  inspired,  and  to  insist  upon  the  dogma  as 
fundamentally  important,  is  to  give  utterance  to  a  bold  fiction, 
and  to  require  the  suspension  of  the  reasoning  faculties.  To 
say  that  everything  in  the  Bible  is  to  be  believed,  simply  be- 
cause it  is  found  in  that  volume,  is  equaUy  absurd  and  perni- 
cious. It  is  the  province  of  reason  to  '  search  the  scriptures,' 
and  determine  what  in  them  is  true,  and  what  false  —  what  is 
probable,  and  what  incredible  —  what  is  historically  true,  and 
what  fabulous — what  is  compatible  with  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind, and  what  ought  to  be  rejected  as  an  example  or  rule  of 
action  —  what  is  the  letter  that  killeth,  and  what  the  spirit  that 
maketh  aHve.  When  the  various  books  of  the  Bible  were  writ- 
ten, or  by  whom  they  were  written,  no  man  living  can  tell. 
This  is  purely  a  matter  of  conjecture ;  and  as  conjecture  is  not 
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certainty,  it  ceases  to  be  authoritative.  Nor  is  it  of  vast  conse-  Chap.  V 
quenee,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  whether  they  to  whom  the  Bible  ,^j 
is  ascribed  wrote  it  or  not ;  whether  Paul  was  the  author  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  or  of  any  other  Epistie  which  is  attrib- 
uted to  hi"* ;  whether  Moses  wrote  the  Pentateuch,  or  Joshua 
the  history  of  his  own  exploits,  or  David  the  Psalms,  or  Solomon 
the  Proverbs ;  or  whether  the  real  authors  were  some  unknown 
persons.  '  What  is  writ,  ie  writ,'  and  it  must  stand  or  fall 
by  the  test  of  just  criticism,  by  its  reasonableness  and  utility, 
by  the  probabilities  of  the  case,  by  historical  confirmation,  by 
human  experience  and  observation,  by  the  facts  of  science, 
by  the  intuition  of  the  spirit.  Truth  is  older  than  any  parch- 
ment, and  would  still  exist  though  a  universal  conflagration 
should  consume  all  the  books  in  the  world.  To  discard  a 
portion  of  scripture  is  not  necessarily  to  reject  the  truth,  but 
may  be  the  highest  evideace  that  one  can  give  of  his  love  of 
truth." 

Towards  midsummer  the  art  of  phonography  alighted 
in  Boston,  with  Andrews  and  Boyle  for  its  apostles  and      suphe^i 
teachers.    It  found  a  cordial  welcome  in  the  Idberattyr.       drems.  ' 
Mr.  Garrison  recalled  his  first  visit  to  England  in  1833,  lh.  15;  no 
and  his  regret  that  his  ignorance  of  any  language  but 
his  own  overruled  his  desire  to  cross  to  the  Continent ; 
how,  on  his  second  visit,  in  1840,  the  need  of  a  universal 
lang^iiage  for  mankind  was  again  impressed  upon  him  at 
Bowring's  table,  when  lie  could  hold  no  conversation  di-  Ams.z.^s. 
reetly  with  Isambert  and  the  other  Fi-eueh  delegates  to 
the  World's  Convention,  so  that  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  -4n(*,  2:384, 
soiree  he  had  to  "testify  against  the  existing  diversity  of 
tongues  among  mankind,"  to  him  so  "  unnatural,  fraudu- 
lent, afflictive,  insupportable."    Phonography  seemed  a 
long  stride  towards  the  desideratum,  as  promising  to 
"render  each  national  dialect  simple  and  exact,"  and 
make  easy  "  the  transition  from  many  rectified  languages 
to  one  pure  language."    With  millennial  hopefulness,  he 
repeated  his  belief  that  some  then  living  would  witness  a 
world's  convention  "  either  to  devise  a  common  language, 
or  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  universal  propaga- 
tion of  such  a  language." 
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Chap.  V.        The  fancied  every-day  uses  of  the  art  he  thus  pictured 
1845.       in  a  letter  to  S.  J.  May : 

MS.  July  "  My  attention  lias  recently  Tjeen  drawn  to  the  subject  of 
17.  i845'  Phonography  and  Phonotypy,  and  I  want  you,  as  a  friend  of 
universal  reform,  to  look  into  it ;  for  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
be  delighted  with  it,  as  I  have  been.  It  is  a  new  system  of 
writing  and  printing,  invented  by  Mr.  Isaac  Pitman,  a  teacher 
in  Bath,  England,  by  which  the  ignorant  masses  may  be  tat^ht 
to  read  and  write  in  an  almost  incredibly  short  space  of  time — 
compressing  the  labor  of  mootiis  into  weeks,  and  of  years  into 
months.  As  a  teacher  and  a  scholar,  you  know  bow  monstrous 
and  endless  ate  the  absurdities  and  perplexities  of  English  or- 
thography, and  how  laborious  is  the  ordinary  mode  of  writing. 
But  here  is  a  system  devised  wMcb  brings  order  out  of  chaos, 
makes  everything  plain,  simple,  condst«nt,  and  infj^bly  sure, 
surpasses  stenography  in  the  rapidity  of  writing,  and  is  perhaps 
nest  in  importance  to  the  discovery  of  printing  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  It  is  making  great  progress  in  England,  and  is  receiv- 
ing in  this  quarter  a  strong  impetus.  Several  hundred  persons 
in  this  city  (a  large  number  of  school-teachers  included)  have 
already  taken  lessons  in  it,  among  whom  I  am  one.  Our  teacher 
is  Mr.  Augustus  F.  Boyle,  an  EngUsh  young  gentleman,  who 
has  been  teaching  the  French  language  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  who  enters  into  this  new  reform  with  zeal  and  spirit.  He 
will  probably  hand  this  letter  to  you,  as  he  leaves  immediately 
to  attend  a  convention  of  teachers  which  is  to  be  held  in  a  few 
days  in  Syracuse.  As  he  will  be  able  to  ^ve  you  aU  the  infor- 
mation you  may  desire  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  need  not 
Cyras  add  any  more.  I  understand  Mr.  Peirce,  of  the  Normal  School, 
Peine.  jg  much  interested  in  it.  This  evening  we  meet  to  form  an 
American  Phonographic  Society." 

Lib.  15:132.  Of  this  Society  Mr.  Garrison  became  an  officer,  and  his 
ij3. 15:140.  friend  May  was  quickly  made  president  of  the  branch 
organization  established  in  Syracuse.  Anyone  who  has 
ever  attempted  phonography  will  correctly  surmise  that 
Mr.  Garrison,  with  his  multiplicity  of  cares  and  engage- 
ments, and  his  rigid  and  laborious,  if  elegant,  penman- 
ship, never  acquired  the  art  he  dabbled  in.  Its  utility  to 
the  abolition  cause  was  the  one  thing  that  escaped  his 
prophetic  vision.     It  enormously  increased  the  audience 
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of  every  anti-slavery  speaker  whose  words  were  wortt 
quoting  verbatim.  An  orator  like  Wendell  Phillips^ 
quickly  appreciated  the  fact  that  he  was  addressing,  not 
merely  the  little  handfui  of  the  faithful  who  were  gathered 
before  him,  but  a  bench  of  reporters  for  the  local  daily 
press,  in  addition  to  the  ofBcial  phonograpber  of  the  Lib- 
erator and  the  Standard?  These  reports  the  telegraph  by 
and  by  dispersed  to  all  the  newspapers  in  the  country. 

I  See  the  flrst  phonofrrsphie  report  of  a  speech  by  Mr.  Plilllips,  taken 
down  by  Henry  M.  Parkhurst  in  Boston,  Dec.  29,  1816  (Lib.  17  :  7),  ajid  the 
orator's  testimony  to  the  Superiority  of  the  new  method  at  reporting  (lAb. 
17  :  83|. 

^The  offloiat  report  soon  became  a  necessary  seU-defeoee  against  sys- 
tematic caricature  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  a  hostile  press.  See  Lih.  20  : 
95,  96.  98. 
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Third  Mission  to  England.— 1846. 

AT  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachnsetts  Anti- 
xi  Slavery  Society  on  January  30, 1846,^the  following 
resolntion,  of  Mr,  Garrison's  moving,  was  adopted : 

"  That  the  special  thanks  of  this  Society  are  proffered  to  our 
untiring  coadjutor,  Henry  C.  Wright,  for  the  fidelity  with  which 
he  has  unmasked  the  vatmted  Free  Chiarch  of  Scotland  for  oon- 
nivii^  at  the  great  iniq^iity  of  American  slavery,  by  soliciting 
and  receiving  its  pecuniary  assistance  and  religious  cooperation ; 
for  all  his  labors  abroad,  to  secure  in  aid  of  our  anti-slavery 
enterprise  the  generous  sympathies  and  Christian  cooperation 
of  the  good  and  philanthropic  in  England  and  Europe ;  and,  in 
particular,  for  the  revelation  which  he  has  made  to  them  as  to 
the  guilty  eompromisea  of  the  American  Union  —  thus  invoking 
their  moral  abhorrence  of  such  an  unholy  compact,  and  secur- 
ing their  righteous  testimony  against  it." 

The  secession  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  from  the 
Established  Church  was  consummated  in  May,  1843.  The 
grounds  of  separation  involved  the  voluntary  abandon- 
ment of  State  support  for  the  ministers  of  the  denom- 
ination, and  made  necessary  the  raising  of  a  Sustenta- 
tion  Fund,  Before  the  date  in  question,  therefore,  Dr. 
Chalmers  had  arranged  for  an  oecumenical  collection,  of 
which  the  American  contingent  was  not  to  be  despised. 
Charleston,  the  cradle  of  lovers  of  freedom  —  "in  the 
abstract "  —  was  very  prompt  to  respond  to  this  appeal. 
Seven  different  "  Evangelieal "  denominations  begged  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Smyth,  D.  D.,  to  preach  a  sermon  on  it  and 
pass  the  contribution  box  in  his  Presbyterian   church, 
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which  he  did,  with  many  touching  references  to  "  tyranny    chap,  vi. 
and  oppression,"  and  many  tropes  in  which  Liberty  cut  a        1^,5, 
pretty  figure.    This  discourse  had  the  desired  effect  in 
raising  a  sum  of  money,  to  which  the  mayor  of  the  city 
contributed  his  mite  and  his  name.    And  so  pleased  was 
the  schismatic  pastor  of  Free  St.  David's,  Glasgow,  that 
he  reprinted  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smyth's  unmoral  rhetoric,  with 
a  prefatory  note.    To    his    surprise,   however,   a  well- 
informed,  but  irreverent,  Glasgow  editor  exposed  "the   n^.i^-.s?. 
flashy,  high-sounding,  unmeaning  words  "  of  the  Charles- 
ton divine ;   and,  hoping  that  the  money  had  not  yet 
arrived,  looked  to  see  the  Free  Church  treasurer  send  it 
back  by  return  of  steamer,  as  blood-stained,  together  with 
a  sermon  "  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  slaveholders," 
for  the  special  benefit  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smyth. 

The  poor  editor  found  his  excuse,  perhaps,  in  the  fact 
that  religious  Scotland  was  just  then  greatly  exercised 
by  the  news  that  a  South  Carolina  judge  had  passed  sen-    i/#, ,,  .^^ 
tenoe  of  death  on  a  Northern  man,  John  L.  Brown,  for  51.62.06.67- 
aiding  the  escape  of  a  female  slave.     The  incident,  ex- 
cept among  abolitionists,^  created  no  excitement  in  this   i,,(.  14:67. 
country.    In  England  it  was  pathetically  commented  on 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Brougham  and  by  the  Lord    zji.i^-.e?. 
Chief -Justice  Denman,  who  spoke,  as  William  Ashurst  ^        ^''^ 
wrote  to  the  Liberator,  "in  the  name  of  all  the  Judges  of    Lis.  14:87. 
England  on  this  horrible  iniquity."    O'Connell  thundered 
against  it  before  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  LH.j^-.ita. 
Society.     A  memorial  to  the  nonentity  known  as  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  South  Carolina,  "as  representing 
those  of  other  provinces,   confederated  in  the  United 
States  of  America,"  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  more   lh.  14:67, 
than   1300   "ministers  and   office-bearers    of    Christian        ^■ 
churches  and  benevolent  societies  in  Lancashire,  London, 
and  elsewhere  in  England."    Hardly  was  this  surpassed 
by  the  Scotch  conscience,  which  called  great  meetings  — 

1  See  Whittier'a  poem  and  pref  aUicy  note  on  tWs  incident  on  p.  89,  yoL  3, 
of  his  Writings,  ed,  1883. 
a  Under  the  nam  de  guerre  of  "  Edward  Search." 
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Lit.  14:66,    some  under  the  lead  of  tlie  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society, 
'  '^'      but  -vigorously  supported  by  the  clergy ;  one,  a  town  meet- 

z.i*.i4;67.   ing,  at  Ediuburgh,  summoned  by  the  Magistrates  and 

iii,  14:77.    Council.      What  more  natural  than  to  couple  Brown's 

case  with  the  action  of  the  Free  Church  in  accepting 

contributions  from  American  slaveholders  —  and  South 

Carolinian  in  particular? 

The  British  protest — O'Connell's  above  all,  the  Southern 

JoAn  Billon   judge  bearing  an  Irish  name' — was  heard  and  felt  in  South 

ii*.i+:tw).  Carohna;  and,  whether  or  not  it  was  heeded,  Brown's  sen- 
tence was  commuted  to  whipping.  The  Free  Church  was 
less  sensitive,  and  its  collecting  agents,  already  landed  in 

it*.  14:66.  America,  were  guided  neither  by  the  home  feeling  nor  by 
the  timely  admonition  of  the  abolitionists.  Prom  the 
Tappans  and  their  associates  of  the  American  and  Foreign 
Anti-Slavery  Society  they  received  in  silence  a  long  and 

i(i.  14:6s-  solemn  warning  not  to  prosecute  their  tour  through  the 
South,  since  it  would  inevitably  commit  them  to  the 
palliation  of  slavery.  They  were  also  fuUy  advised,  in 
the  same  communication,  of  the  pro-slavery  character  of 
the  Presbyterian  organization  in  this  country. 
This  letter,  dated  April  2,  1844,  was  followed  by  one 

£ii.  16:73.  privately  addressed  on  April  27  by  Mr.  Garrison  to  the 
Eev.  William  Chalmers,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  invit- 
ing him  to  be  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  approaching 
anniversary  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  in 
New  York.  Mr.  Chalmers,  however,  was  not  prone  to 
make  entangling  alliances.  He  had.  happened  to  be  in 
New  Bedford  on  April  13,  14,  when  Mr.  Garrison  was 
lecturing  on  Non-Eesiatance,  the  Sabbath,  the  Ministry, 
and  the  Church;  and  though  he  took  good  care  not  to 
go  and  listen  to  him,  he  prudently  preserved  the  placard 
announcing  the  lectures,  and  carried  it  to  Scotland,  that 
it  might  serve  to  explain  the  difSculties  of  the  American 
churches  with  reference  to  the  anti-slavery  movement. 
Not  only  was  he  shocked  by  the  subjects  presented,  and 
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tlie  reported  views  advanced  by  the  lecturer,  but  his  keen    Chap.  vi. 
eye  detected  on  the  placard  a  sneer  at  the  Sabbath,  which        ^^46. 
bad  not  been  designated  by  its  holy  name,  but  simply  as 
"the  nextdsty" — to  Saturday!     So  on  May  1  he  sat  down 
and  declined  the  invitation  on  the  ground  of  conflicting 
engagements  —  not,   however,  withholding   the  pointed 
remark  to  Mr.  Garrison,  that,  vfhile  having  his  own  views 
as  to  slavery,  he  did  not  itemize  Sabbath,  Ministry,  and 
Church  among  the  sum  of  all  villanies.     Then,  on  the 
good  advice  of  a  shrewder  friend,  he  pocketed  the  letter 
instead  of  mailing  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  light  through  a    m.  16:73, 
Scotch  paper  a  year  later  —  meantime  having,  with  his 
eolleagnes,  picked  up  some  twenty  thousand  dollars  of     ms.  Jan. 
American  money  as  the  reward  of  discretion  on  the  con-  p^nou^iass 
troverted  topic  of  slavery.  '"  ^^^'^^ 

Nevertheless,  the  cry  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  So-  lh.  14:  aoe. 
ciety,  "  Send  back  the  money ! "  was  not  relaxed.     Henry 
C.  Wright,  who  bad  survived  the  rigora  of  the  water-cure 
at  Graefeuberg  and  returned  to  Scotland,  gave  a  power-   Lib.  15:66, 
ful  reenforcement  to  the  movement,  to  which  ralhed  also,      "'  '^' 
across  the  border,  Ciarkson  and  George  Thompson,  and   LH.is-ii. 
the  Chartist  leader,  Henry  Vincent,    To  their  aid  came  ii3. 15:135. 
over  ocean,  in  the  autumn  of  1845,  James  N,  BufEum  of 
Lynn,  and  Frederick  Douglass,  who  first  took  Ireland  in  LH.  15 :  173 , 
their  way,  and  then  lent  a  hand  in  the  agitation,  till,  in     '  ^'  '^' 
January,  1846,  the  latter  could  report,  "Old  Scotland    Ms.toF. 
boils  like  a  pot  t "    The  most  extraordinary  popular  dem- 
onstrations were  made  against  Free  Church  edifices — of 
course  without  the  instigation  or  sanction  of  the  aboli- 
tionists proper.    The  slaves'  blood  was  realistically  imi-   lu.  16:53, 
tated  with  splotches  of  red  paint  on  walls  or  steps,  with         ^" 
or  without  the  corresponding  legend  ■,  and  "Send  back  the 
money ! "  was  placarded  all  over  Auld  Reekie.    Not  a 
newspaper  in  Scotland  could  abstain  from  the  mgl^e,  at   z«.  16:87. 
the  height  of  which  Thompson  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

The  thoughts  of  the  American  group  naturally  turned 
to  their  old  leader  at  home,  as  if  his  presence  might  give 
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the  coup  de  grdce.  The  disunion  doctrine  —  political  non- 
fellowship  with  American  slaveholders  —  had  been  vigor- 
ously expounded  by  Henry  C.  Wright,  and  coupled  with 
the  burning  and  related  doctrine  of  ecclesiastical  non-fel- 
lowship; and  a  tract  of  his  on  the  former  subject  was 
circulated  by  the  thousand.  The  Free  Church  leaders, 
bent  on  retaining  the  Amerioan  contributions,  passed 
from  general  apologies  for  slaveholding  to  attacks  on 
the  Old  Organization,  and  in  especial  on  Wright  and  Gar- 
rison for  their  Sabbatarian  heresies.  On  April  21,  this 
phase  of  the  controversy  was  dwelt  upon  by  Mr.  Wright 
at  a  great  meeting  of  the  Emancipation  Society  at  the 
City  Hall  in  Glasgow;  and  George  Thompson,  after  pay- 
ing a  most  sincere  and  feeling  tribute  to  his  transatlantic 
friend,  offered  on  behalf  of  the  Society  a  resolution  of 
sympathy  with  Mr.  Garrison  and  his  co-workers,  and  an 
invitation  to  come  over  and  help  the  cause  in  Great  Brit- 
ain —  with  particular  reference  to  an  anti-slavery  confer- 
ence to  be  held  in  London  in  August.  These  proceedings 
were  published  in  the  Liberator  of  May  29. 

The  proposal  was  very  tempting.  The  opening  year 
had  found  Mr.  Garrison  in  poor  health  and  much  pecuni- 
ary embarrassment  arising  from  the  financial  condition 
of  the  Liberator.  Grenerous  friends  could  and  did  grate- 
fully reUeve  the  one ;  i  and  all  knew  the  truth  of  what 
Wendell  Phillips  expressed  in  writing  to  Mrs.  Garrison  of 
her  husband :  "  I  think  his  health  -needs,  every  few  years, 
that  he  should  throw  completely  off  the  burden  of  the 
paper."  On  the  other  hand,  the  country  was  now  plunged 
in  the  Mexican  War ;  never  had  there  been  a  more  signal 
occasion  for  impressing  upon  the  popular  conscience  the 

1  MSS.  Jan.  1, 1846,  W.  L.  G.  to  Mrs.  Louian  Luring ;  Jan.  6,  Ann  and 
Wendell  FhOhpa  to  W.  L.  G.  and  wife ;  Jan.  13,  W,  L.  Q.  to  F.  JaokBon ; 
Jan.  31,  8.  Philbriok  toW.  L.  Q.  Mr.  PhiUlpa  wrote:  "I  Owe  you,  dear 
Garrison,  moie  than  you  would  let  me  eipresa,  and,  my  mother  and  wife  ex- 
cepted, more  than  to  any  other  one.  Since  within  the  sphere  of  yourinfiu- 
enco,  I  trust  I  hsTe  liTed  a  better  man.  I  rejoice  to  say  this  here,  because 
the  »ery  intimacy  of  our  relation  has  always  made  me  delicate  of  saying  it 
in  public,  though  I  am  glad  to  feel  that  most  men  know  it  to  be  true." 
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national  guilt  towards  slavery ;  the  abolition  corps  was    chap.  vi. 
already  weakened  by  the  absence  of  Wright,  Douglass,  and       ,^. 
BufEum.     Could  the  chief  himself  be  spared?    The  New 
England  Convention  first,  and  afterwards  the  Executive   lh.  16:90, 
Committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  nnani-         ^  ' 
mously  answered  yes,  and  a  call  for  funds  was  immedi- 
ately made.    There  remained  the  editorial  conduct  of  the 
iifteffflioj*,  of  which  Quincy,  Phillips,  Charles  K,  Whipple,  ub.  16:114, 
and  Mrs.  Chapman  offered  to  assume  the  not  Ught  burden.        '^' 
To  part  with  wife  and  children  was  hard, — all  the  more 
because,  as  in  1840,  there  was  a  prospective  increase  of  AKie,^:^^^. 
the  famQy.    Mrs.  Garrison,  with  her  customary  self-abne- 
gation, interposed  no  obstacles.    In  short,  Mr.  Garrison 
yielded,  and  sailed  from  Boston  in  the  steamship  Britan-  Lid.  16:114. 
nia  on  July  16,  1846 : 

"  I  do  not  go,"  he  said  in  his  valedictory  to  his  readers,  "to  £i*.i6:ii4. 
flatter  England,  or  to  disparage  my  native  land,  bat  to  protest 
against  the  foul  deed  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  in  putting 
into  its  treaHSUjy  the  price  of  blood,  and  giving  for  it  the  right 
hand  of  Christian  fellowship  to  the  American  slaveholder ;  ^ 
to  enlist  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  by  moral  instrumentali- 
ties, all  that  is  disinterested,  Lumane,  and  free ;  to  vindicate 
the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  and  its  kindred  auxiliaries 
from  the  aspersions  of  their  betrayers  and  defamers,  and  aa 
worthy  of  the  most  entire  oonfldenee  and  the  most  hberal 
encouragement ;  to  avow  principles  which  lay  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  all  injustice,  oppression,  and  war ;  and  to  labor  for  the 
overthrow  of  whatever  stands  opposed  to  the  kingdom  of  peace 
and  holiness." 

This  programme  was  carried  out  to  the  letter ;  bnt,  as 
in  both  his  previous  visits  to  England,  the  main  object   ii*.  17:13. 
was  overruled  and  became  subordinate. 

1  "  Her  representatives  are  blameworthy,  not  because  tbey  got  money  In 
the  Soutieni  States,  but  because  they  sot  it  most  foully  by  keeping  ailenoe 
on  tiiB  subject  of  slavery.  ...  if  tbey  bad  obtained  it  after  baTing 
uttered  a  faithful  teatimonj  in  tbe  ears  of  the  South,  every  elave  would 
say,  Keep  it"  (W.  L.  G.  to  the  colored  people  of  Boston,  at  the  farewell 
tendered  bim  by  them  at  Belinap-Street  Chnrcb,  July  15,  1846,  reported 
by  Mrs.  Chapman  in  Mb.  16  :  118).  Cf.  Lib.  17 :  70,  in  which  IMr.  Garrison 
justiSea  the  reception  of  luouey  from  tbe  South  towards  the  relief  of  tbe 
famine-stricken  population  of  Ireland. 
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Shipwreck,  from  striking  on  a  reef  while  making  Halifax 
harbor  in  a  fog,  was  narrowly  avoided,  and  the  voyage 
completed  in  a  leaking  vessel.  Eichard  Webb,  the  last 
;  to  bid  him  adieu  in  1840,  was  waiting  anxionsiy  at  Liver- 
pool to  greet  his  return,^  and  with  Mm  Henry  C.  "Wright. 
Their  happy  reunion  took  plaee  on  July  31,  and,  after  a 
few  days'  rest,  the  three  friends  went  up  to  London,  where 
George  Thompson  met  them  and  t(.ok  the  two  Americans 
to  his  own  home  in  Waterloo  Place,  some  three  miles  from 
the  heart  of  the  city.    Mr.  Garrison  wrote  to  his  wife : 

"  To  be  once  more  with  George,  is  a  revival  of  days  gone  by. 
He  is  still  the  same  loving,  faitMnl  friend  —the  same  playful, 
ning  companion  —  the  same  modest,  unpre- 
tending man  —  the  same  zealous  and  eloquent  advocate  —  tke 
same  warm  and  sympathiamg  friend  of  suffering  humanity  — 
that  he  was  eleven  years  ago,  when  he  was  in  oar  country.  I 
do  not  perceive  that  either  time,  or  his  immense  labors,  have 
made  any  striking  change  in  his  personal  appearance.  He  looks 
about  as  young  as  he  did  in  the  U.  8," 

The  first  attraction  and  occupation  for  Mr.  Garrison 
was  the  World's  Temperance  Convention,  held  on  August 
4  at  the  London  Literary  Institution.  Though  not  a 
delegate,  he  had  well-nigh  the  same  title,  of  pioneer,  to 
be  the  chief  transatlantic  figure  in  its  proceedings  that 
he  had  in  the  World's  Anti-Slavery  Convention  of  1840. 

1  Webb  had  lieen  remembered  hy  Ms  faithfa]  coTreBpoDdent,  Edmund 
Qumo7,  who  wrote  by  the  hand  of  Garrison  (MS.  July  14,  IMC) ;  ''You  will 
be  glftd  enough  to  see  the  bearer  of  thl?,  that  is,  if  bo  don't  forget  to  deliver 
it  to  yon  or  post  it  to  you.  The  Pioneer  may  be  depended  npon  In  many 
capacities,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  him  as  a  two-penny  postman.  I  can- 
not but  think  that  he  will  do  a  good  service  to  tlie  cause  on  yonr  aide.  At 
any  rate,  he  must  do  your  hearts  and  hia  own  health  good.  We  are  sorry 
to  part  with  bim,  but  tliink  it  will  he  for  the  best.  We  tMnt  pretty  well  of 
him  here,  though  he  has  one  swingeing  fault.  It  is  a  horrid  trick  he  has 
of  being  right.  Nothing  illustrates  the  Christian  character  of  the  Cab  [the 
calfful  of  old  organizationists  ?]  more  than  their  willingness  to  forgive  him 
for  this  vice.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  he  rules  us  with  a  rod  of  iron, 
and  that  we  can't  call  our  souls  our  own ;  whereas,  he  is  more  often  over- 
ruled on  points  of  difference,  and  we  have  almost  always  had  to  acknowl- 
edge, in  the  end,  that  he  was  right  and  we  were  wrong.  Now  this  you 
must  allow  to  he  very  provoking  and  hard  to  boar.  Still,  I  don't  wish  to 
prejudice  you  against  the  man.    I  only  wish  to  put  you  on  your  guard." 
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But  that  distinctiou  was  reserved  for  the  Bev.  Dr.  Lyman 
Beeeher,  who  was  introdiiced  aod  often  referred  to  as      m.j6: 
"  the  father  of  the  tempertuice  movement  in  America." 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

London,  August  4, 184C.  i-ii.  i( 
This  day  the  World's  [Temperance]  ConventioiL  began  its 
sessions.  The  cause  which  it  seeks  to  promote  being  the  first 
that  I  ever  pubhcly  espoused,  I  went  to  the  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  its  proceedings.  It  was  held  in  a  com- 
paratively small  room,  and  the  pubhc  were  not  allowed  to  hsten 
to  the  discussions.  Though  not  a  delegate  from  any  temper- 
anoe  society  at  home,  I  was  pohtcly  furnished  (with  others) 
with  a  ticket,  which  admitted  me  as  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion ;  bat  I  soon  perceived  that  the  same  spirit  which  controlled 
the  Anti-Slavery  Convention  in  1840,  had  entire  mast«ry  over 
this.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  session,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk  Sdw^ 
of  Boston  ineidentaUy  defended  the  American  slaveholder,  and  ^' 
eulogiaed  the  Sabbath  as  worthy  of  being  maintained  by  pains 
and  penalties,  "  not  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  but  on  the  ground 
of  expediency."  As  soon  as  I  could,!  rose  to  reply,  and  was  at 
first  received  with  very  great  applause ;  but  the  moment  I  began 
to  rebuke  Kirk  for  Ms  conduct,  sundry  individuals  raised  the 
cry  of  personahty,  and  protested  against  the  discussion  of 
extraneous  topics  !  Great  excitement  followed,  and  the  result 
was  that  Kirk  took  back  his  pro-slavery  sentiment,  not  to 
repudiate  it,  but  to  avoid  the  issue  and  escape  censure.  Every- 
thing in  the  Convention  is  under  the  most  stringent  regulations. 
As  for  free  discussion,  its  toleration  is  out  of  the  question.  I 
do  not  think,  after  the  treatment  that  I  have  received,  that  I 
shaU  attend  another  session.  Not  that  the  Convention  at  all 
sympathized  with  Kirk,  for  they  did  not;  but  they  were  afraid 
of  giving  offence,  or  of  getting  into  a  controversy  on  another 
topic,  aside  from  the  object  which  had  specially  brought  them 
together.  StiU,  they  behaved  quite  unfairly,  and  are  under  too 
much  "  management "  to  suit  me  — though  Henry  Clapp,i  not- 
withstanding his  horror  of  an  organized  meeting  on  our  side 

'  Editor  of  the  I'ione^  (lately  the  Esses  Co.  Washingtomaii,  owned  by 
Christopher  Bohinaon)  at  Ljtid,  Maas.,  and  one  of  the  moat  virulent  of 
Eogers's  aupportera  (Wb.  14  :  206  ;  15  :  2,  23,  42 ;  MS,  Deo.  M,  1844,  Quiney 
toR.  D.  Webb). 
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of  the  Atlantic,  can  act  as  Secretary,  and  discover  nothing  to 
dislike  or  oenEure! 

The  temperance  cause  in  tliis  Idugdom  has  made  very  lit- 
tle progress,  especially  nmong  the  "respectable"  and  "good 
society  "  folks.  Almost  wherever  I  go  to  partake  of  the  hos- 
pitalities profEered  to  me,  decanters  of  wine  are  on  the  table, 
and  not  to  take  a  glass  of  this  poison  is  an  act  of  singularity 
which  immediately  excites  notice  and  observation. 

One  can  imagine  how  much  Mr.  Garrison  would  have 
disturbed  the  harmony  of  the  proceedings  on  the  fifth 
day,  had  he  not  been  better  employed  elsewhere.  A 
resolution  having  been  offered  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
reformation  to  "abstain  from  giving,  as  well  as  taking, 
intoxicating  liquors,"  "  Dr.  Beecber  (United  States) 
recommended  the  terminating  the  impolitic  suggestion  by 
the  previous  question.  If  persevered  in,  the  attempt  at 
dictation  would  ahenate  their  allies  in  America."  The 
gag  was  accordingly  applied,  though  the  Convention 
unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  a  very  naughty  thing  to 
manufacture  and  sell  intoxicating  drinks, 

Mr.  Garrison  lost  no  time  in  seeking  introductions  to 
the  conductors  of  the  leading  press  of  the  metropolis.  He 
had  a  very  gratifying  interview  with  Douglas  Jerrold, 
who  promised  to  aid  the  anti-slavery  cause  in  his  Weekly 
N'ewspaper,  and  presently  reprinted  several  articles  from 
the  Liberator.  He  was  well  received  by  Dickens's  locum 
tenens  on  the  Daily  News,  the  chief  being  at  that  time  on 
the  Continent.  He  opened  relations  with  John  Saunders, 
of  the  Peoples  Journal,  and  renewed  his  friendship  with 
.  William  and  Mary  Howitt,  now  connected  witii  this 
periodical.!      The    Nonconformist,   edited   by  the  Rev. 

1  On  Sept,  10, 1346,  Mr.  Oan-ison  wrote  to  hia  wife  (MS.):  "MnrjHowitt 
has  completed  her  autobiography  oS  ma  for  the  People's  Jmimal."  The 
Golacism  was  felicitous,  for  the  ^etch  which  appeared  io  No.  37  of  that 
magazine,  accompanied  by  a  vUlanons  portrait  on  wood  (Lib.  IS  ;  22),  Was 
baaed  on  data  furnished  by  him,  and  is  fairly  to  be  called  autobiographic 
It  has  been  already  cited  (ante.  1 :  13-15).  It  was  copied  in  part  In  the 
IfatioruU  A.  S.  Standard  (7 :  96,  100),  and  in  fuU  in  the  Petm^lvania  JPne- 
mcm  of  Mar.  25,  1817.  Readers  of  the  first  two  volumes  of  the  present 
work  will  notice  aome  slight  discrepancies  in  Mrs.  Hewitt's  narrative,  as 
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Edward  MiaU,  was  also   approached.     Dr.  Bowring  re- 
ceived Mm,  with  his  old  genuine  cordiality,  at  breakfast  Anti.^-.yfi.. 
with  Thompson  and  Douglass.    Ashurst  welcomed  him  ub.  16:146. 
anew  to  Muswell  Hill,  and  there  made  him  acquainted  Aate,2:'ijj. 
with  W.  J.  Pox,  the  eminent  Unitarian  preacher,  and     ui.  16: 
with  the  exiled  Mazzini.   He  came  to  know  and  to  esteem    La^^iz-.6i. 
"William  Lovett  and  Henry  Vincent,  the  leaders  of  the     Lii.  16: 
moral-suasion  Chartists  ["as  opposed  to  the  violent  course  ■'■ 

of  Feargus  O'Connor"] — the  friends  of  temperance,  peace,  ii*.t6:i46. 
universal  brotherhood.     They  are  true  men,"  vouched 
Mr.  Garrison,  "who  wiU  stand  by  us  to  the  last  —  men 
who  have  been  cast  into  prison  in  this  country,  and  con- 
fined therein  (the  former  one  year,   the  latter  twenty  AiNewpon. 
months),  for  pleading  the  cause  of  the  starving  operatives      1339-40. 
in  this  country,  and  contending  for  universal  suffrage. 
Such  men  I  honor  and  revere."^ 

On  the  10th  of  August,  everything  was  in  readiness  for 
the  formation  of  an  Anti-Slavery  League,  to  cooperate 
with  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society.  This  took  ii*.  16:146. 
place  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern.  The  preamble 
of  union  expressly  indicated  its  transatlantic  affiliation 
and  was  followed  by  these  articles : 

"  1.  That  elaveholding  is,  imder  all  eireumstances,  a  sin  of      LH.  r6 : 
the  deepest  dye,  and  oi^ht  immediately  to  be  abandoned.  t'So]- 

"  2.  That  the  members  of  this  League  shall  consist  of  aU  per- 

was  to  be  espeoted  under  the  cireumBtanoea.  At  the  home  of  the  Howitts, 
at  Clapton,  Mr.  Garrison  met  the  German  poet  it  freedom,  Ferdinand 
FreUigrath,  then  &  refugee,  and  was  "  delighted  with  the  modesty  of  his 
deportment  and  the  beauty  of  his  character"  (LOi.  18  ;  110). 

lLovBtt,itthla  'Life  and  Struggles '  (London,  1376),  speaking  of  hlsnew 
Ameriean  aoquaintances  in  184fi,  aays,  p.  331:  "During  our  friends'  visit, 
I  recall  to  memory  a  very  delightful  evening  spent  with  them  and  other 
friends,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Parry  \_[Ab.  17 ;  51].  On  that  occasion 
we  had  not  only  a  very  intereaHng  account  of  the  anti-slavery  movement 
and  its  prominent  advocates  in  America,  hut  our  friend  Douglass,  tvho  had 
a  fine  voice,  sang  a  number  of  negro  melodies,  Mr.  Garrison  sang  several 
anti-slaveiy  pieces,  and  our  grave  friend.  H.  C.  Wright,  sang  an  old  Indian 
war  song.  Other  friends  contributed  to  the  amnsement  of  the  evening, 
andamong  them  our  friend  Vincent  sang  'The  MaraeiUaiBB. '"  At  Henry 
Vincent's  home  at  Stoke  Newington,  Mr.  Garrison  spent  a  memorable  day 
in  company  with  Wright,  Douglass,  and  James  Haughton  of  Dublin  — one 
of  (he  Btanchest  and  most  influential  Irish  aholitioniats  (Lib.  16 :  146). 
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Chap.  VI,    sons  subscribing  to  the  foregoing  principles,  without  respect  of 
iSi6         country,  complexion,  or  reli^ous  or  political  creeds. 

"3.  That  the  sole  object  of  the  League  shall  be  the  over- 
throw, by  means  esclusiTely  moral  and  jjeaeefol,  of  slavery  in 
every  land,  but  with  special  reference  to  the  system  now  existing 
in  the  United  States." 

The  League's  first  public  demonstration  was  in  its  own 
behalf  and  in  furtherance  of  Mr.  Garrison's  mission,  a 
/,!*.  16:146.  meeting  being  held  on  the  just-mentioned  premises  on 
the  evening  of  August  17, 1846.  The  audience  was  large, 
"most  intelhgent,  respectable,  and  enthusiastic."  As  Mr. 
G-arrison  wrote  to  his  wife  — 

MS.Aag.        "It  was  a  real  old-oi^anized  anti-slavery  meeting,  such  as 
iS,  1846.      ^^^g  never  before  held  in  this  metropolis.     George  Thompson 
was  in  the  chair,  and  made  a  brief  but  earnest  speech,  in  which 
Lib.  16:157.   he  referred  to  me  in  a  very  Mnd  and  complimentary  manner. 
Lii.i6:is7-    Henry  C.  Wright  made  the  opening  speech,  and  it  was  *a 
scorcher,'  and  received  great  applause.    I  followed  him  — and, 
on  ri^ng,  was  received  by  the  assembly  with  a  tempest  of 
applause,  they  rising  from  their  seats,  swinging  their  hats,  and 
Zj*.  16:157.   cheering  loudly.     I  made  a  long  speech,  whieh  elicited  the 
F.Dov^hss.    strongest  marks  of  approbation.     Douglass  was  received  in  a 
Lii.  16:157.   similar  manner,  and  made  one  of  his  very  best  efforts.    I  never 
LU.  16 ;  157.   saw  an  audience  more  delighted.     Henry  Vincent  made  the 
closing  speech,   which  was  eloquently  uttered    and  warmly 
LU. 16:157.    cheered.    James  Haughton,  at  the  commeneement,  presented 
a  resolution,  welcoming  us  all  to  England,  &c.,  &e.    Rev.  Mr. 
E.  N.  Kirk.    Kirk  of  Boston  was  in  the  meeting,  but  he  found  the  atmos- 
phere too  warm  for  him  at  last,  and  left  the  room.    We  began 
at  half-past  6  P.  M.,  and  did  not  adjourn  till  12  o'clock,  very 
few  having  left  at  that  late  hour.    Everything  was  encouraging 
in  the  highest  degree." 

A  few  samples  of  Mr.  Garrison's  remarks  will  show 

aHke  his  tact   and  his  method  in   addressing  foreign 

auditors : 

Lonthn  Uni-       ' '  He  was  received  with  enthusiastic  cheering,  hundreds  rising 

"ss'iS^^f    ^™  their  seats.     He  wished  to  know  if  they  were  in  earnest 

Lii.  16: 157.    when  they  gave  him  that  reception  ?    Were  they  disposed  to 

regard  him  as  the  friend  of  universal  liberty  1    Then  he  be^ed 
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to  t«U  them,  tliat  if  they  went  over  to  America  they  woiild  be  C 
deemed  fit  subjects  for  Lynch  law.  (Laughter  and  cheers.) 
What !  were  they  in  earnest  ?  were  there  no  apologists  for 
slavery  there?  none  to  applaud  those  ancient  daveholding 
patriarchs  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  ?  none  to  talk  of  send- 
ing Onesimus  back  to  his  master  because  he  was  a  slave  1  Were 
there  none  to  apologize  for  those  pious  men  who  plundered 
cradles  of  babes,  tortured  women  by  the  slave-driver's  lash, 
and  sent  men  to  the  auetion-block  ?  '  Why,  then,'  said 
Mr.  Garrison,  '  here  's  my  hand  for  every  one  of  you,  and 
here  's  a  heart  that  beats  in  unison  with  your  own.  (Great 
cheering.)     -     -     . 

"  '  It  is  no  common  conflict  in  which  we  are  engaged,  because, 
whatever  forms  of  pohtical  oppression  you  may  have  here,  or 
in  Europe,  or  in  the  world  besides,  there  is  no  power  so  dread- 
ful and  exterminating  as  American  slavery.  It  began  with  the 
very  beginning  of  the  Union  (heat),  and  it  has  grown  with  our 
growth  until  it  now  holds  complete  mastery  over  the  whole 
country,  so  that  the  two  great  pohtieal  parties  are  eager  to  do 
its  bidding,  and  religious  sects  bow  before  it  and  do  it  homage : 
in  one  word,  it  has  completely  subjected  church  and  state. 
Above  all,  we  are  against  church  and  state  because  they  are 
on  the  side  of  slavery,  and  they  shall  go  down  together.  (Great 
applause.)  It  is  said  that  the  abolitionists  are  assailing  the 
American  church :  it  is  true.  It  is  said  they  are  assailing  the 
American  olei^y  in  [as]  a  body:  it  is  true.  It  is  said  that 
they  are  assaihng  the  Government  under  which  they  live :  it  is 
true.  It  is  said  that  they  are  seeking  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union ;  it  is  true.  Why  do  I  say  this  ?  Because  the  church  is 
the  stronghold  of  the  system ;  because  the  clei^y  are  active 
defenders  of  the  system ;  because  the  Government  was  origin- 
ally so  constructed  that  it  g^ves  its  entire  support  to  slavery,  so 
long  as  the  slaveholder  shall  desire  it. 

"  '  Now,  to  oome  to  facts,  and  to  show  you  that  I  do  not 
exaggerate  in  what  I  state,  I  will  read  for  you  a  few  extracts, 
giving  you  the  very  words  of  the  abettors  of  slavery  in  the 
ehureh.     .     .    . 

'"  Such  is  slavery  in  America !  And  yet  the  abolitionists  are 
stigmatized  as  infidels  because  they  would  have  no  such  Chris- 
tianity or  repubUeanism  as  sanctioned  such  atrocities.  Slavery 
is  a  eurse  wherever  it  is  found.  It  not  only  smites  with  barren- 
ness the  most  fertile  soil  in  the  world,  but  it  makes  human  life 
cheap,  and,  in  fact,  of  no  value  at  all.     (Cheers.)    A  year  ago 

Vol.  III.— 11 
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I  thought  I  woiild  eoUeet  from  the  newspapers  all  the  horrible 
details  of  tilling,  maiming,  &c.,  connected  with  slavery,  and 
put  them  in  my  paper.  My  collection  was  imperfect,  for  I  had 
no  Sonthem  papers,  for. they  wiU  not  send  papers  to  me  from 
the  South.  I  took  the  Northern  papers,  and  took  out  of  them 
the  most  bloody  deeds.  They  are  very  few  indeed,  but  thsj 
ahow  the  state  of  society  there,  and  a  stote  of  insecurity  for 
human  life  such  as  can  nowhere  else  be  fonnd.^  The  list  was 
begun  a  year  ^o,  and  this  paper  is  full  of  short  paragraphs. 
[Here  Mr.  Garrison  unrolled  a  paper,  the  width  of  one  of  our 
columns,  made  np  of  short  aeeoonts  of  murders,  etc.,  and 
unrolled  it  from  end  to  end.  It  was  above  12  yards  long. 
There  were  calls  for  a  few  to  be  read.  Mr.  Garrison  then  read 
two  or  three,  and  then  continued.]  And  yet  there  are  those 
who  attempt  to  excuse  this  state  of  things.  I  am  sorry  that 
there  are  EngUshmen  disposed  to  apologize  for  these  American 
Christians  who  keep  bloodhounds  1  They  say,  they  are  under  a 
great  mistake  —  they  are  in  error,  bat  you  mast  call  such 
Christians  no  hard  or  bad  names.  But  I  say  the  American 
people  are  excluded  from  apology.  They  hold  the  Declaration 
in  their  hand  that  aU  men  are  eqnal ;  then  they  enslave  their 
brother,  and  whip  him,  and  hunt  him  with  bloodhounds,  and 
profess  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Now,  no  man  can  be  excused  for 
enslaving  another,  whetiier  he  be  savage  or  civilized.  (Great 
applause.)  Orod  has  put  a  witness  in  every  man's  breast  which 
protests  againstman  holdinga  man  in  bondage.  Ineverdebate 
the  question  as  to  whether  man  may  hold  property  in  man.  I 
never  degrade  myself  by  debating  the  question,  "  Is  slavery  a 
sin  ?  "  It  is  a  self -evident  truth,  which  God  hath  engraven  on 
our  very  rtature.  Where  I  se^  the  holder  of  a  slave,  I  charge 
the  sin  upon  him,  and  I  denounce  him.     .    .     . 

"  '  Now,  what  have  we  American  abohtionists  a  right  to  ask 
of  you  Englishmen  ¥  You  ought  not  to  receive  slaveholders  as 
honest  Christian  men.  Ton  ought  not  to  invite  them  to  your 
pulpits,  to  your  communion  tables.  WiU  you  see  to  it  that  they 
never  ascend  your  pulpits  H    If  you  will,  then  the  slave  will 

iSeetlienibrio"ThB  Blocrfy  and  OppressiTO  South,"  In  iiS.  15  ;  20,  32, 
andpajsim  ia  the  volumes  for  1845,  1846,  etc,  usually  on  tie  fourth  page  of 
the  paper.  This  curae  of  slave  society  has  lon^  survived  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  See  H.  V.  Heilfield's  '  Homicide,  North  and  South  '  (Philadelpbia, 
1S80),  and  the  fusillade  oC  satire  directed  ag^nst  Southern  public  sentiment 
concerning  passionate  and  cold-blooded  murder,  in  the  N.  Y.  Evening  Post 
and  Nation  in  1883-84. 
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bless  you,  and  thanks  from  the  American  abolitionists  will  come  Chap.  Vi. 
over  in  thunder  tones  for  yoar  decision,  and  you  will  give  a  blow  ^^ 
to  slavery  from  whicli  it  will  not  recover.  We  ask  another 
thing  of  you.  Send  us  no  more  delegates  to  the  States,  or, 
if  you  do,  let  there  be  no  divinity  about  them.  Nothing  but 
common  hiuaanity  can  stend  in  the  United  States.  (Cheers.) 
Send  us  no  more  Baptist  clerical  delegates,  or  Methodist,  or 
Presbyterian,  or  Quaker  clerical  delegates.  They  have  all 
played  into  the  hands  of  slavery  against  the  abolitionists. 
(Cheers.)  From  Dr.  C— — -  down  to  the  last  delegation,  they  Rev.  F.  A. 
have  aJl  done  an  evU  work,  and  have  strengthened  slavery  ''°\!^''' 
against  us.  Like  the  priest  and  the  Levite,  they  have  passed 
us  by  and  gone  on  the  other  side.  They  found  the  cause  of 
abolitionism,  unpopular.  The  mass  of  society  were  pro-slavery, 
so  they  went  with  them,  and  we  have  gone  to  the  wall.  Send 
us  no  more,  i£  you  please.  (Cheers.)  We  have  had  to  say, 
Save  us  from  our  English  friends,  and  we  will  take  care  of  our 
enemies.  There  have  been  those  who  have  gone  over  to 
America,  and  who  have  nobly  stood  their  ground.  They  have 
passed  through  the  Are,  and  no  smeU  of  it  has  been  found  on 
them.  That  laan  (pointing  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  Thompson)  has 
gone  through  it,  (Immense  cheering,  continued  for  some  time.) 
Though  rising  on  the  topmost  wave  of  popularity  at  home,  he 
consented  to  aid  us,  where  he  was  sure  to  be  mobbed  and 
scouted.  But  he  never  blenched.  He  was  not  afraid  to  make 
himself  the  friend  and  companion  of  the  negro  ;  and  if  he  had 
remained,  his  life  would  have  been  taken.  If  we  had  desired 
it,  he  would  have  remained  and  hazarded  his  life  ;  but  we  said. 
Go.  Now,  I  dont  know  if  he  had  been  divine  he  could  have 
stood  it.  While  a  man  remains  common  hnmanity,  I  can  trust 
him ;  but  when  he  gets  up  into  the  air,  where  there  comes  some- 
thing superhuman  about  him,  I  am  afraid  of  him,     (Cheers.) 

"  '  Another  thing  don't  do.  Send  no  more  men  to  the  South 
to  get  money.  The  Free  Church  of  Scotland  is,  like  democratio 
America,  stained  with  blood.  It  has  the  price  of  blood  in  its 
treasury.  Oh !  that  Free  Church  of  Scotland !  I  am  for  free- 
dom everywhere,  and  rejoice  that  that  church  is  a  free  one;  but 
it  has  received  a  paltry  bribe,  and  abetted  slaverj-.  I  have  no 
idea  they  will  send  baok  the  money.  The  laity  I  beheve  would 
send  it  back,  but  the  divinity  prevents  it.'  " 

Thompson  had  a  speedy  opportunity  to  turn  the  tables 
on  his  friend,  without  prejudice  to  the  common  cause  ■. 
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Lii.  i6:ife.  "  The  chief  business  we  have  had  to  do,  recently,"  he  wrote 
S^i.  i3,  to  Qoincy,  "  has  been  to  rescue  the  anti-slavery  cause  from  the 
^^'  hands  of  your  pro-slavery  American  divines,  whose  priaeipal 
occupation  for  some  weeks  has  been  to  hoodwink,  deceive,  and 
corrupt  those  with  whom  they  have  come  in  contact.  Such 
men  are  a  moral  pestilenee.  Into  whatsoever  society  they  enter, 
they  misrepresent  the  abolitionists  of  America;  they  cover  up 
the  most  frightful  features  of  slavery;  they  extenuate  the 
criminality  of  all  slaveholders,  and  boldly  justify  the  conduct  of 
such  as  belong  to  their  own  churches,  and  labor  to  destroy  the 
hitherto  sound  views  of  the  people  of  this  country  respecting 
the  essential  sinfulness  of  manstealing ;  and  yet,  they  are  as 
much  opposed  to  slavery  as  any  human  beings  in  the  world  I 
and  yet,  they  are  the  friends  of  the  slave,  and  we  are  the  slaves' 
worst  enemies  I  Can  yon  not  keep  such  men  at  home  ?  If  you 
cannot,  why  then  we  must  try  what  we  can  do  to  unmask  them. 
I  do  trust  we  shall  soon  create  a  public  sentiment  here  which 
will  be  such  as  will  lead  them  to  travel  in  any  direction  rather 
than  towards  the  shores  of  Great  Britain." 

The  allusion  in  this  passage  was  to  the  great  meeting  of 

the  newly  formed  League,  in  Exeter  Hall,  to  review  the 

proceedings  of  the  Evangeheal  AEiance.   This  was  another 

World's  Convention,  or  rather  Conference,  convoked  in 

lid.  i6:     October,  1845,  on  a  sectarian  basis,  in  which  Methodists 

[1S4I-19B.    and  Free  Church  men  preponderated,  and  which  met  1200 

Au^.  19.     strongin  London,  iu  mid-August,  full  of  great  expectations, 

'^  '       yet  notwithout  apprehensions  of  discord.    A  preliminary 

British  conference  bad  been  held  at  Birmingham,  attended 

Lii.  16:67.    by  Scotch  members  who  had  alretidy  given  public  notice 

that  slaveholders  must  be  excluded  from  the  London 

Bev.  Robert   gathering.    Dr.  Candlish,  an  eminent  Free  Church  leader, 

.s.  Candlish.   g|,gf  t^j|y  procured  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of  "  not  invit- 

zi*.  16:93,    i"g"  slaveholders,  which  was  thus  delicately  formulated: 

gS,  193. 
£i*. i6;9S.  "That,  while  this  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  and  inex- 
pedient to  enter  into  any  question,  at  present,  on  the  subject  of 
slaveholding,  or  on  the  difBcult  circumstances  in  which  Christian 
brethren  may  be  placed  in  countries  where  the  law  of  slavery 
prevails,  they  are  of  opinion  that  invitations  onght  not  to  be 
sent  to  individuals  who,  whether  by  their  own  fault  or  other- 
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wise,  may  be  m  the  unhappy  position  of  holding  their  fellow-    Chap.  VI. 
men  as  slaves."  ,8~6. 

This  resolution  neither  preduded  the  discussion  of 
alaveholding  at  the  London  Conference,  nor  propitiated 
the  American  brethren;   the  New  School  Presbyterian  £i*.  16:198. 
General  Assembly  at  Philadelphia  making  it  the  express 
ground  of  a  refusal  to  send  delegates.    On  the  27th  of 
August,  the  Conference  passed  from  the  smooth  waters  of 
"  singing  and  canting"  to  breakers  on  a  lee-shore  threat-  LH.  i6;igS. 
ening  instant  shipwreck.    A  motion  was  made  to  add  to     m.  16: 
the   declaration  of  the  objects  of  the  Alliauee  "Facts 
relating  to  slavery  and  the  condition  of  our  brethren  in 
bonds  in  every  part  of  the  world."    This  proved  very 
obnoxious,  especially  to  the  American  delegates,  the  Rev. 
B,  N.  Kirk  saying,  with  perfect  truth,  that  it  would  hazard 
the  very  existence  of  the  Alliance.    It  was  accordingly 
withdrawn ;  but  the  next  day  the  Kev.  J.  Howard  Hiuton, 
editor  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Reporter,  moved  the  exclusion 
of  slaveholders  from  the  Alliance,  and  one  voice  from 
across  the  water  was  heard  to  second  it,  that  of  J.  V.     ui.  ,6; 
Himes,  whose  sympathizers  in  the  American  delegation    '■'^''j' ^*^' 
numbered  less  than  half  a  dozen.    Great  was  the  excite-  Lib.  16;  165. 
ment  produced  in  this  delegation,  with  all  their  efforts 
to  be  calm.     During  the  recess,  the  discussion  went  on     La.  iS: 
informally,  but  with  added  earnestness.     One  overheard  '' 

"  an  American  patriarch  (Beecher),  whose  eyes  are  moist      ivwan 
with  tears  " —  but  uot  for  the  slave  —  saying ;  "  Brethren, 
you  are  too  warm.    Remember  the  work  you  have  to  do, 
and  be  wise."    "Worldly- wise  they  were  iu  going  -without     lu.  16-. 
their  dinners  and  retiring  to  pray,  with  the  reward  of  L3S4j.Li55j- 
seeing  the  motion  temporarily  withdrawn.    However,  the 
Rev.  F.  A.  Cox,  trusting  to  his  transatlantic  experience  .^"^(,1:480. 
in  trimming,  thought  to  ease  matters  by  proposing  that 
the  Hinton  resolution  and  others  on  the  same  subject  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  on  which,  of  course,  America  was 
well  represented.    On  August  29,  they  reported,  through 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Hanson  Cox,  who  had  long  since  abao-  Anu.i-.ifii, 
doned  the  abolition  ranks  in  the  time  of  the  sectarian        ** 
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division.^  They  eonmieiided  to  the  consideration  of  the 
several  branches  of  the  Alliance  social  evils  lite  the  prof- 
anation of  the  Lord's  Day,  intemperance,  dnelling,  and 
the  sin  of  slavery,  with  the  hope  that  no  branch  would 
admit  slavetolders  "  who,  'by  their  own  fault,  continue  in 
that  position,  retaining  their  feRow-men  in  slavery  from 
regard  to  their  interests ! "  Mr.  Hinton,  who  had  made 
one  of  the  Committee,  moved  the  adoption  of  its  report, 
and  the  Conference  gladly  aeeepted  the  seeming  settle- 
ment of  the  vexed  question. 

Two  days  later,  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  protests  from  the 
American  delegates  were  presented,  a  reconsideration 
forced,  and  the  action  of  the  Conference  rescinded,  amid 
public  condemnation.  The  Anti- Slavery 
t  once  saw  its  opportunity,  and  called  a  great 
meeting  in  Exeter  Hall  to  review  the  "  Evangelical"  pro- 


W.  L.  Garrison  to  Ms  Wife. 
MS.  MuswELL  Hni,  near  London,  Sept.  17, 1846. 

Stpi.  14,  On  Monday,  Thompson  and  myself  busied  ourselves  in  some 

'^  littlo  preparation  for  the  Exeter  Hall  meeting  which  we  were 

to  hold  that  evening,  with  special  reference  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  EvangeUcal  Alliance  on  the  subject  of  American 
F. Douglass,   slavery.    Frederick  joined  us  in  the  afternoon,  having  left 
Sheffield  in  the  morning.     Our  meeting  was  a  very  triumphant 
one.    The  vast  hall  was  densely  crowded,  and  presented  a 
brilliant  spectacle.    The  interest  and  feeling  manifested  by  the 
vast  audience  were  of  no  ordinary  character.    Many  of  the 
friends,  and  some  of  the  members,  of  the  AJlianoe  were  present, 
some  of  them  in  no  very  amicable  state  of  mind  towards  us. 
None  of  the  American  delegation  showed  their  heads. 
Lii.  16;  i65i       I  spoke  first,  after  some  excellent  prefatory  remarks  ftrom  the 
^^^       chairman,  the  Rev,  John  Burnet,  a  very  able  and  independent 

1846^^'  '  See  Ms  resentment  (before  the  New  School  General  AsaemMy  ftt  Phila- 

delphia in  Jnne,  1846)  at  the  repuhlieation  of  a  letter  of  his  dated  Aulrarn, 
N.  v.,  Feb,  10,  1S3G,  and  addressed  to  a  brother  minlslflr,  in  which  he 
hesitated  "not  a  moment  to  say  that,  other  things  being  eqnal,  a  slave- 
holder of  any  description  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  communion  of  the 
churches  "  (Lib.  16  :  185  ;  Peiin,  Freeman,  June  11, 1846,  p.  2). 
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man.  My  speech  was  frequently  interrupted  by  a  certain  por-  Chap.  VI. 
tion  of  the  audience,  in  a  rowdyish  manner,  something  after  the  ^^g 
pattern  w©  occasionally  exhibit  in  Boston  and  elsewhere.  My 
remarks  frequently  stung  to  the  quick,  and  the  snakes  hissed 
and  twisted  as  though  they  felt  that  the  hour  of  doom  had  eome. 
StUl,  the  applause  overpowered  all  the  opposition  ^  but  the 
intemiption  was  very  considerable,  and  made  my  speech  less 
consecutive  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  Knowing  that 
Thompson  and  Douglass  were  to  follow  me,  I  had  more  to  say 
about  the  sectarian  character  of  the  Alliance  than  about  its  pro- 
slavery  actiou ;  and  this  it  was  that  called  down  upon  my  head 
the  special  "blessings"  of  the  priests  and  their  tools  in  the  vast 


Thompson,  though  quite  poorly  aU  day,  acquitted  himself 
with  more  than  ordinary  abUity,  and  made  so  powerful  an 
impression  that  he  swept  away  all  symptoms  of  opposition ;  so 
that,  when  the  resolutions  were  presented  for  adoption,  only 
three  or  four  hands  were  raised  in  opposition  to  them  !  • 
Douglass  followed  in  a  very  effective  speech,  and  was  warmly 
applauded.  We  regard  the  result  of  the  meeting  as  a  great 
triumph,  and  as  giving  a  staggering  blow  to  the  Alliance  at  the 
very  moment  most  opportune. 

My  manner  of  expressing  my  thoughts  and  feelings  is  some- 
what novel,  and  not  always  palatable,  in  this  country,  on 
account  of  its  plainness  and  directness  j  but  it  will  do  more 
good,  in  the  end,  than  a  smoother  mode.  At  least,  I  think  so, 
and  mil  "  bide  my  tinie."  I  am  led  to  be  more  plain-spoken 
because  almost  every  one  here  deals  in  circumlocution,  and  to 
ofEend  nobody  seems  to  be  the  aim  of  the  speaker.  If  I  chose, 
I  could  be  as  smooth  and  politic  as  any  one  ;  but  I  do  not  so 
choose,  and  much  prefer  nature  to  art. 

The  Alliance  died  by  ita  own  hand,  though  Mr,  Garri- 
son could  rightly  claim  its  demise  as  one  of  the  results  of  lh.  h 

I  The  laat  of  the  resolutions  read  as  follows :  "  That  the  conduct  ot  the 
Eyaceelical  AUiance  recently  held  in  this  city,  first,  in  adopting  a  proposi- 
tion, declaring  that  men  might  be  Blaveholders  without  any  fault  of  their 
own,  and  from  disinterested  molivea ;  and  then,  to  gratify  the  pro-glaTery 
spirit  of  the  American  delegates,  erasing  from  their  proceedings  all  refer- 
ence to  the  snhjeot  of  slavery,  in  order  to  prevent  an  esplosion,  was  at 
variance  with  the  unoompromiaing  spirit  of  Christian  truth,  and  a  virtual 
approval  of  the  acta  of  those  who,  while  they  profess  to  be  the  followers  of 
the  great  Redeemer,  make  merobacdise  of  slaves  and  the  souls  of  men  " 
f£f6.  16:166), 
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Chap.  VI.    his  English  mission.     The  public  sentiment  aroused  by 

1846.        the  Exeter  Hall  meeting,  and  by  similar  demonstrations 

all  over  the  United  Kingdom  up  to  his  sailing  for  hCme 

on  November  4,  admittedly  constrained  the  British  branch, 

Li^.i6:ig8.  when  organizing  at  Manchester  on  that  very  date,  to 
exclude  slaveholders  from  membership  —  albeit  leaving 
theirpersonal  Christianity  an  open  question.^  Meantime, 
more  than  fifty  withdrawals  had  been  reported  to  the 
Provisional  Committee.  In  short,  the  effort  to  rehabili- 
tate in  Great  Britain  the  spurious  Christianity  of  the 
American  Churches,  by  a  guilty  confederacy  in  silence  or 
apology  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  was  signally  and  finally 
defeated.  Moreover,  so  little  did  the  Free  Church  leaders 
prevail  in  their  own  section  that,  early  in  the  summer, 
the  Synod  of  the  United  Secession  Church  (one  of  the 
largest  religious  bodies  in  Scotland)  committed  to  James 

ii*.  16:167,   N,  Buffum,  on  his  return  to  America,  a  "Memorial  and 
199. 20'.     Remonstrance  respecting  Slavery,  to  the  Churches  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  and  renounced  fellowship  with 
any  church  that  sanctioned  slavery. 

In  the  interval  between  the  two  meetings  of  the  League, 
Mr.  Garrison  had  begun  the  whirl  of  journeying,  lecturing, 
and  visiting,  which  was  not  to  cease  while  he  remained  in 
the  United  Kingdom.     On  August  20,  in  company  with 

ir*.  16:170,  Thompson   and  Douglass,  he  was  most    affectionately 
Lomi^'  received  by  the  aged  Clarkson  at  Ipswich,  whom  he 

cw'Ttifi;  found  weak  in  body  but  active  in  mind,  and  who  gave 
dIus^s     ^'"^'  *"*  parting,  a  paper,  "  Hints  for  the  American  People 

1881, >.  246.  in  the  Event  of  a  Dissolution  of  the  Union" — a  consum- 
mation which  he  welcomed  as  a  means  to  the  abrogation 
of  the  legal  sanction  of  slavery.  "  I  consider,  then,"  he 
wrote,  "the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  by  affording  the 

1  Ashnrst  espresaly  declared  of  this  Mancheafcer  resolution :  "  We  owe  this 
elect  to  their  backsliding  to  you.  No  one  mixed  up  with  thHtn  tn  daily 
interconrae  would  have  been  so  free  from  reetralning  influences  aa  yourself 
ajid  friends,  nor,  but  for  your  mission,  slionldne  baye  had  the  necessary  facts 
as  to  the  Acnerican  priests  upon  authority  ;  and  upon  personal  ijuestionB 
this  is  essential  Therefore,  again  thanlis  to  you  and  yonr  friends  for  the 
mission  and  the  missionary  "  iLH.  16  :  199J. 
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Opportunity  of  making  such  a  change,  among  the  great-    Chap 
est  blessings;    and,   in  all  probability,  nothing  but  a       i^, 
dissolution  of  the  Union  could  produce  sueb  a  glorious 
opportunity."    The  paper  was  incomplete,  and  he  reserved 
the  privilege  of  perfecting  it.     On  August  25  he  wrote  to 
say  that  he  was  very  ill,  was  probably  inditing  his  last 
note,  and  that  the  paper  must  be  considered  concluded. 
On  September  26  the  great  abohtionist  passed  away, 
affording  the  singular  parallel   with  Wilberforce  that  Ante.i 
each  died  while  Mr.  Garrison  was  in  England,  after     ^  \-^ 
recent  interviews  with  him,  and  after  pubhcly  assenting 
to  hk  most  advanced  strategy  for  the  destruction  of 
slavery.!    n  jt  is  ^  fact  for  a  poet  to  celebrate,"  wrote 
S.  J.  May  to  his  friend  on  his  return,  "that  you  should  ii*.  n 
have  been  in  England  to  attend  the  burial  of  Ciarkson, 
as  you  were  of  his  co-worker  Wilberforce."    But  in  this 
particular  only  the  parallel  fails,  as  Mr.  Garrison  was 
denied  the  privilege  of  following  Clarkson's  remains  to 
the  grave.     On  October  1,  in  "beautiful  and  affecting "      cia 
terms,  at  a  pubhc  meeting  in  Glasgow,  he  took  notice  of     j"^ 
his  venerated  predecessor's 

"  Repose  at  length,  firm  Friend  of  human  kind." 
A  few  days  after  their  last  meeting  at  Playf ord  Hall, 
Mr.  Garrison,  with  Douglass  for  his  companion,  betook  ju^: 
himself  to  Bristol  and  Exeter.     At  the  former  place 
he  was  the  guest  of  John  Bishop  Estlin,  an  eminent    ^7P~ 
surgeon  and  oculist. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  R.  C.  Wright. 

Bristol,  August  26, 1846.  A 

Yesterday  afternoon,  we  bad  a  public  meeting  at  the  Victoria 
Kooms  (a  splendid  building),  which  was  attended  by  a  most 

1  To  disunion  Clarkaon  gave  ready  assent  as  Hoon  as  It  was  presented  to 
Mm  tiy  Henry  C.  WrigM  (MS.  April  23,  1845,  Qarkson  to  Wright).  The 
noble  old  man  wrote  to  this  American  friend  on  Oct.  34, 1845,  when  he  had 
been  for  nearly  a  year  confined  to  his  bedroom — -"Never  mind  wearying 
mo  —  consider  what  a  glorious  cause  we  have"  (MS.).  See  the  resolution 
offered  by  Edmund  Quincy  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  Mr.  Gairiaon's  return, 
touching  these  coincidences  of  Ciarkson  and  Wilberforce  (Lib.  16 :  303). 
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Chap,  VI.  select  assemblage,  the  Mayor  o£  the  city  presiding  on  the  oeea- 
1B46.  ^■^'^i  ^^^  introduced  us  in  a  very  handsome  manner.  The  hall 
was  fiUed — a  considerable  part  of  the  assembly  being  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  of  the  affluent  class.  Very  marked 
attention  was  paid  to  our  remarks,  and  all  seemed  to  be  highly 
gratified ;  but,  to  me,  it  was  anything  but  an  animated  time. 
So  much  formality  and  selectness  takes  all  the  warmth  out  of 
me ;  aad  I  felt  as  dull  and  flat  as  though  I  had  neither  percep- 
F.Dou^lais,  tion  nor  instinct.  Frederick  seemed  to  labor  under  embarrass- 
ment, but  he  did  much  better  than  myself.  I  thought  he  would 
greatly  disturb  the  Mayor  and  our  cautious  and  considerate 
friend  Mr.  Estlin — the  former,  by  his  severe  remarks  upon 
slaveholders  as  "vagabonds"  and  "villains"  {for  you  will 
recollect  that  Bristol  is  the  headquarters  of  the  West  India 
planters  in  this  kingdom,  and  it  was  bringing  up  old  reminis- 
cences not  the  most  pleasant  to  them  and  their  friends) — and 
the  latter  by  his  "  indiseriminate "  assault  on  the  American 
church  and  clergy.  How  the  Mayor  really  felt  at  such  plain 
talk,  I  cannot  say ;  but  he  concluded  the  meeting  with  some 
commendatory  remarks,  and,  to  my  surprise,  Mr.  Estlin  took 
exception  at  nottiing  that  was  said,  but  seemed  to  be  very 
much  pleased,  and  declared  that  he  believed  a  very  salutary 
impression  had  been  nlTade.  The  more  I  see  of  him,  the  more  I 
am  satisfied  that  he  means  to  be  a  true  friend  of  the  cause,  and 
that  he  is  the  main  spoke  in  the  anti-slavery  wheel  in  all  this 
region. 

Last  evening,  we  had  a  large  circle  of  persons,  of  various  rehg- 
iouB  denominations,  convened  at  friend  Estlin's,  and  a  most  ani- 
mating conversation  followed,  on  a  variety  of  topics,  but  chiefly 
on  non-resistance  —  when  I  gave  them  aD  my  heresies  on  that 
point.  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  us  —  yes,  and  been  one  of 
the  group.  I  had  half  a  dozen  opponents,  mioisters,  lawyers, 
merchants,  etc.;  but  they  were  so  effectually  answered  that 
they  knew  not  which  way  to  turn.  The  discussion,  however, 
was  very  amicably  conducted. 

Some  would  say,  that  it  was  very  poor  policy  to  be  talking 
about  such  subjects,  if  I  wished  to  secure  aid  to  the  anti-slavery 
cause,  and  to  make  my  mission  a  successful  one.  Thank  God ! 
it  is  not  policy,  but  principle,  by  which  I  mean  to  be  governed 
in  my  intercourse  with  my  fellow-men ;  and  while  I  desire  at 
all  times  to  be  governed  by  a  sound  judgment,  and  not  to  be 
guilty  of  rashness,  I  will  not  desist  from  declaring  ' '  the  whole 
counsel  of  God,"  as  opportunity  may  offer,  whether  men  will 
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hear  or  forbear.    As  Wendell  Phillips  once  finely  remarked—    Chap,  VI. 

"  God  has  not  sent  me  into  the  world  to  abolish  slavery,  but  to        ^^^ 

do  my  duty."    It  seems  to  me  that  our  intercouise  with  our 

fellow-men  will  be  to  little  benefit  if  we  confine  ourselves  to 

the  consideration  of  topics  about  which  we  are  already  agreed, 

or  which  are  of  a  trivial  character.    Phrenologioally  speaking, 

my  caution  is  large,  and  my  eombativeness  not  very  active ; 

and  as  I  pay  no  regard  whatever  to  the  question  of  numbers, 

but  everything  to  the  question  of  right,  I  am  not  very  forward 

in  the  work  of  proselytism. 

I  have  received  a  very  kind  note  from  Francis  Bishop,  of      J^ey.  F, 
Bseter,  in  which  he  says,  in  relation  to  the  coming  of  Douglass         "  ''^' 
and  myself  to  that  place  —  "I  have  spoken  to  several  friends  on 
the  subject,  and  they  all  agree  that  a  public  meeting  is  most 
desirable.    We  have  accordingly  decided  on  having  eueh  a 
meeting  on  Friday  evening,  in  the  lai^est  and  best  public      Aug.  28, 
room  in  Eseter.     The  people  only  want  to  know  the  facts  of        ^^  ' 
American  slavery,  to  be  heart  and  soul  with  you.    I  trust  we 
shall  form  an  auxiliary  to  the  League  in  Exeter."    We  are  to 
meet  with  a  select  number  of  friends  at  Bishop's  residence,  to- 
morrow (Thursday)  evening.    Thus,  you  see,  our  way  is  fully     Aug.  37, 
prepared  before  us,  '^  ' 

Mr.  Esthn  thinks  there  ought  to  be  an  auxiliary  to  the  League 
in  Bristol.  This  will  probably  be  agreed  upon  at  the  close  of 
our  meeting  this  evening.  Thus  far,  everything  here  looks 
auspiciously. 

Among  other  friendships  cemented  in  Bristol  on  this    ms.  Sept. 
visit  was  that  with  Mary  Carpenter,  the  philanthropic  'cJfmierio 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Lant  Carpenter,  famous  in  English  i^Jl\^ 
Unitarian  annals.     To  mingle  much  with  this  denomina- 
tion abroad  was  a  novel  experience  for  Mr.  Garrison.    On 
September  10,  1846,  he  wi-ote  to  his  wife :  "  TJnitarianism        ms. 
is  as  odious  in  this  country  as  '  infldehty '  is  in  ours ;  but, 
thus  far,  those  who  have  most  zealously  espoused  my 
mission  have  been  the  Unitarians," ' 

1  To  S.  J.  May  Mr.  Garrison  wrote  from  Boston  on  Dee.  19,  ISi6  (MS.) : 
"I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Francis  Bishop,  Williani  James,  H.  Solly, 
PWlip  Carpenter,  George  Harris,  and  other  Unitariaa  olergjmen,  and  have 
formed  for  them  a  strong  personal  friendahip,  which  they  appear  heartily 
to  reoiproeate.  By  a  letter  just  received  from  my  dear  friend  Bishop,  he 
informs  me  that,  since  I  left,  hia  wife  has  given  birth  to  a  danghler,  whom 
they  have  named  Caroline  Garriion  Bishop.    This  Is  an  indication  of  their 
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At  Exeter,  Mr.  Garrison  was  received,  at  a  meeting  in 
i,  i6:i66.  the  Subscription  Rooms,  "with  enthusiastic  shouts  of 
welcome."    His  personal  appearance  was  thus  described 
in  a  local  paper : 
1.  i6:i66.       "  He  is  an  extraordinary  man  —no  one  could  even  casually 
look  at  his  grave  and  thoughtful  countenance,  beaming  with 
love,  and  tinctured  with  a  shade  of  profound  melancholy,  witli- 
'iidcf^j.     out  feelings  of  the  deepest  interest.    Although  under  40,  his 
head  is  quite  bald,  and  he  bears  strong  traces  on  his  counte- 
nance of  the  severe  intellectual  labor  he  has  gone  through.  ,  .  . 
His  voice  is  clear,  cahn,  and  moderate,  in  the  most  harmonious 
tone,  and  inspired  a  feeUng  in  his  hearers  of  veneration  and 
awe.    It  may  be  said  of  him  that  he  has  the  courage  of  a  hero, 
the  fortitude  of  a  martyr,  the  piety  of  a  saint,  and  the  aeal  of 
an  apostle." 

Returning  to  London,  Mr.  Garrison  was  plunged  into 
fresh  activity. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Ms  Wife. 

ji^  ,6.  London,  Sept.  3, 1846. 

[iSS]'  Procrastinating,  as  usual,  here  I  am  at  the  desk  of  Geoi^e 

Thompson,  at  the  last  moment  before  the  closing  of  the  mail  for 
Boston,  with  pen  in  hand  to  send  you  a  few  words  of  greeting, 
with  assurances  of  my  health,  which  never  fails  to  be  excellent 
in  this  climate.i    My  cheeks  are  quite  ruddy,  and  I  have  little 

personal  regard  for  me.  James  Martineaa  was  absent  from  Liverpool  wbeB 
I  was  there,  and  I  did  not  see  Lim.  I  was  told  tliat  Le  is  oonsiderftbly  preja- 
diced  against  the  true  antl-slaverj  baud  in  this  country,  bnd  sympatiiizes 
witL  such  men  as  Drs.  [Orville]  Dewey  and,  [Prandsl  Parkman.  I  meant 
to  have  visited  Harriet  [Martineau],  at  Ambleside,  before  my  return ;  but 
slie  left  for  Egypt  a  tew  days  before  I  smled,  and  I  Biissed  the  coveted 
opportunity.  I  saw  her  mother  and  sister  at  Newcastle  [ii£p.  16: 187]."  Aa 
to  the  aecond  of  the  Ameriean  divines  here  mentioned,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
May,  jr.,  wrote  to  Mary  Carpenter  on  Jnly  15, 1851  (MS.) :  "Years  ago,  Dr. 
Parkman  declared  to  me,  and  others,  tiiat '  no  reeolutioD,  or  action  of  any 
kind,  about  slavery,  should  ever  go  forth  from  the  American  Unitarian 
Assooialion.'  None  ever  has.  He  has  carried  his  point  and  made  good 
his  word,  and  the  Unitarian  Association  is  a  lifeless,  soulless  thing,  having 
but  a  name  to  live." 

1  "  The  clhnate  of  Old  England  is  mnch  more  congenial  to  me  than  that  of 
New  England.  It  affects  my  voice  and  lungs  much  more  to  give  one  lecture 
here  than  It  did  to  deliver  half -arjozen  abroad"  (MS.  Boston,  Mar,  t,  1M7, 
W.  L.  G.  to  H,  0.  Wright). 
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doubt  that,  on  my  return  home,  you  will  find  me  in  amuehbetter    Chap.  VI. 
bodily  condition  than  when  I  left  you.    That  word  heme  escites        ,3^6. 
a  yearning  sensation  within  me ;  but  I  must  not  think  too  much 
about  it,  or  I  shall  be  quite  unfitted  to  dischai^e  the  duties  of  ray 
mission.    .     .     . 

lu  addition  to  addressing  a  large  meeting  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor,  I  have  spoken  at  a  public  meeting  in  regard  to  the 
atrocious  case  of  the  afflicted  Rajab  of  Sattara  (of  which  com- 
paratively little  is  known  in  America).^  I  was  cheered  to  the 
echo,  not  so  much  in  consequence  of  what  I  said,  though  that 
was  warmly  responded  to,  but  because  Thompson  told  them  a 
few  particulars  of  my  labors  in  the  anti-slavery  cause  in  America. 
Last  evening  I  addressed  a  lai^e  meeting  of  the  Moral  Suasion  Seft.  2. 
Chartists,  for  the  space  of  two  hours,  in  the  National  Hall,  ^^ 
Geoj^e  Thompson  in  the  chair,  and,  of  course,  warmly  commend- 
ing me  to  the  afEection  and  cooperation  of  the  workingmen 
of  England.  I  wish  you  could  have  been  present  to  see  the 
enthusiasm  that  was  excited.  "When  I  rose  to  address  them, 
the  applause  was  long  protracted  and  overpowering.  Peal 
after  peal,  like  a  thunder-storm,  made  the  building  quake ;  and, 
at  the  oOTiclusion  of  my  remarks,  they  gave  me  nine  hearty 
cheers,  and  adopted  by  acclamation  a  highly  flattering  resolu- 
tion. I  did  not  appear  before  them  in  my  official  capacity,  or 
as  an  abolitionist,  teeinioaUy  speaking,  but  on  my  own  respon- 
sibihty,  uttering  such  heresies  in  regard  to  Church  and  Stat* 
as  occurred  to  me,  and  fully  ideutifying  myself  with  all  the 
unpopular  reformatory  movements  in  this  country.  This  will 
probably  alienate  some  "  good  society  folks  "  from  me,  but  no 
matter.  I  know  that  the  cause  of  my  enslaved  countrymen 
cannot  possibly  be  injured  by  my  advocacy  of  the  right*  of  all 
men,  or  by  my  opposition  to  all  tyranny. 

I  have  done  a  good  deal  in  private  as  well  as  in  pubUo  to 
advance  the  great  object  I  have  in  view ;  and  though  with  me 
day  is  turned  into  night,  and  night  into  day,  I  continue  to  keep 
in  good  health  —  which  fact  will  give  you  as  much  comfort  as 
any  that  I  could  possibly  send  you. 

The  next  excursion  was  to  Birmingham,  with  Thompson      sepi.  4, 
and  Douglass,  where,  besides  a  good  public  meeting,  there       ^^^■ 

1  This  anti-slayerj  prince  was  one  of  the  victims  of  the  Bast  India  Com- 
pany. ThompsoQ  had  been  his  advocate  and  champion  against  the  Court 
of  Directors  for  the  past  seven  years,  and  was  at  this  time  inthethielcof  the 
conflict  in  LondoD  (Lib.  16: 74,  and  MS.  Sept,  23, 1816,  Thompson  toW.  L,  G.). 
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Chap.  VI.    was  a  memorable  breakfast  with  Josepb  Sturge,  on  his 

1^6.       invitation.     "  In  tbe  presence  of  a  considerable  number 

MS.  &fii.    of  his  relatives,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  to  his  wife,   "  for 

MS.^p'i'{',  more  than  an  hour,  I  had  a  very  plain  and  faithfnl  con- 

^.'D.'webt  ■^ersation  with  him,  in  regard  to  his  treatment  of  me 

F.S.  by  G.    personally  as  an  abolitionist,  and  to  the  unfair  and  dis- 

honorable  course  of  the  London,  Committee  towards  the 

American  Anti-Slavery  Society.    1  have  not  time  to  give 

you  the  particulars  of  the  interview ;  but  it  was  one  of 

confusion  to  himself,  and  it  deepened  my  conviction  that 

he  is  anything  but  a  candid,  straightforward  man.    My 

facts  he  did  not  attempt  to  invalidate,  but  he  shuffled  in  a 

manner  truly  pitiable."    At  Shefleld,  on  September  10, 

the  three  orators  again  met  in  public  at  the  Friends' 

MS.  Sep/.    Meeting-hoase — "  the  first  one  that  has  yet  been  offered 

W.L.  G.'ir>  to  ns  in  this  country,  and  1  presume  [it]  will  be  the  last; 

ff.  E.  G.     fj,j.  ^jj,g  opposition  to  us,  in  this  country,  runs  almost 

exclusively  in  the  channels  of  Quakerism,  in  consequence 

of  the  poisonous  influence  exerted  by  the  Broad-Street 

Committee  in  London,  of  which  Joseph  Sturge  is  a  mem- 

MS.  Sfpi.    ber."    The  poet  Montgomery  was  present,  and  was  deeply 

JamisMmi^  affected  by  the  proceedings.     Another  auditor  was  the 

^^%^    ex-Methodist  Bev.  Joseph  Barker,  whom  Mr.  Garrison 

Brady.      \^  jagj;  visited  expressly  at  Leeds,  at  the  instance  of  his 

MS.  Seft.    Unitarian  friends  —  Mr.   Barker  having  recently  gone 

w!'l  G.'ia  o'^er  to  that  body,  to  the  great  scandal  of  his  former 

H.E.G.     eosectaries.    This  able  but  shifting  character  was  well 

calculated  to  impress  Mr.  Garrison  as  one  of  the  most 

remarkable  men  he  had  yet  met.    "With  eager  sympathy 

MS.  Sept.    the  American  surveyed  his  host's  printing-office,  Etnd  "  set 

w.'^c'.ta  some  types,  just  to  see  how  natural  it  seemed,"  and  lis- 

R.  D.  Webb,  tencd  to  Barker's  glowing  exposition  of  the  wonders  he 

Seethe      was  about  to  accomplish  in  the  direction  of  cheap  Ht- 

brary,  etc. ;  craturc,  by  meaus  of  his  new  power  press.    Who  more 

i'*- 17:57.    naturally  than  this  pioneer  should  be  chosen  printer  of 

the  Anti-Slavery  League's  contemplated  organ ! 
Antt.p.-ifA.       A  few  days  after  the  Exeter  Hall  meeting,  Mr.  Garrison 
Sept.  18.     Tjade  good-bye  to  London,  and  began  his  North  British 
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tour,  rea«liing  Glasgow  on  September  19,  by  way  of  New-    chap.  vi. 
castle  and  Berwick.    His  perfervid  Scotch  friends  gave        ,^6. 
him  even  less  rest  than  he  had  snatched  in  England.     On 
October  3,  he  wrote  from  Belfast  of  the  past  fortnight : 
"  1  have  been  hurried  from  place  to  place,  and  held  meet-  nb.  is:  174. 
ing  after  meeting,  and  turned  day  into  night  and  night 
into  day,  and  spoken  in  public,  and  talked  almost  inces- 
santly in  private,  and  come  into  contact  with  all  sorts  of 
minds,  so  that  it  is  a  marvel  to  me  that,  mentally,  I  am 
not  in  a  fever,  and,  physically,  entirely  prostrated,"  Add 
to  this    the  heavy  correspondence  which   his  mission 
entailed.     In  G-lasgow  he  was  the  guest  of  Andrew  Baton,     Sept.  21, 
and  at  a  social  tea  renewed  his  friendship  with  the  mem-        '  ^  ' 
bers  of  the  Emancipation  Society.    A  visit  to  John  Murray 
at  Bowling  Bay  and  meeting  at  Greenock  were  followed     Sipi.  22. 
at  Paisley  by  the  most  crowded  and  enthusiastic  meeting     Ssfi.  23; 
he  had  yet  seen  on  that  side  of  the  water ;  but  even  for       ' '  "  ''''*■ 
this  there  were  climaxes  in  store.     Thence  he  passed  to     Sspt.  24- 
Edinburgh,  making  numerous  addresses;  to  Dundee,  a     Sepi.ss. 
stronghold  of  the  Free  Church,  where,  nevertheless,  a 
large  impromptu  audience  gave  him  hearty  applause. 
Again  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  especially  enjoyed  the     Sepi.  29. 
warm  hospitality  of  the  Rev.  James  Bobertson,  Secretary  z.,-^.!6:i74; 
of  the  Scottish  Anti-Slavery  Society,  a  farewell  tea-party      '^'  ^^°' 
sped  hira  on  his  way  to  Glasgow.   Here  fresh  labors,  under 
the  most  cheering  auspices,  won  him  a  public  breakfast  at 
the  Eagle  Hotel,  overpowering  to  his  feelings  as  a  testi-  Od.  2, 1846. 
mouialof  affectionate  regard. 

Mr.  Garrison's  next  destination  w^  Belfast,  where  he 
landed  on  October  3,  to  find  that  sectarianism  had,  through 
a  portion  of  the  press  of  that  city,  been  raising  against 
him  the  cry  of  Infidel,  with  the  customary  misrepresenta- 
tions and  fictions.  This  cost  him,  however,  neither  an 
audience  nor  its  approbation.  "In  fact,"  he  recorded,  z^i.  16:174. 
"  I  have  never  had  any  difBcnlty,  either  in  America  or  in 
this  country,  in  commending  the  cause  which  I  plead,  and 
the  doctrines  which  I  enunciate,  to  any  audience  that  will 
■    give  me  a  candid  hearing."    The  journey  by  stage  from  £«,  16: 187. 
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Chap.  VI.    Belfast  to  Drogheda  wa^  through  a  district  ah-eady  show- 

la^e.        ing  the  effects  of  the  ineipient  famine,  and  Mr.  Garrison 

was  melted  to  tears  by  the  frequent  sight  of  human 

wretchedness  and  suffering  along  the  road.    Arrived  in 

Dublin  on  October  5,  he  rejoined  Henry  C.  Wright  at  the 

home  of  the  Webbs,  who  could  ill  reconcile  themselves  to 

his  limited  stay  in  Ireland.     Only  one  public  meeting 

MS.Oci.i%   eould  be  arranged,  but  his  review  of  the  Evangelical 

U^di'ta  '  Alliance  raised  a  salutary  storm  in  the  Pharisaism  of 

"'■^"-    Dublin.! 

Thompson  and  Douglass  greeted  him  on  October  10  in 
Li6. 17:11.    Liverpool,  and  took  him  directly  to  Wrexham,  in  Wales, 
to  meet  an  engagement  at  the  Town  Hall,  which  was 
packed  till  midnight.    At  the  Free  Trade  Hall  in  Man- 
chester,  on   October   12,   a  glorious  gathering  of  four 
thousand  people  next  awaited  him.      A  short  respite 
Oi/.  14,      permitted  him  to  visit  Elizabeth  Pease  in  Darlington, 
^^       and  gratified  him  with  the  personal  assurance  of  her 
Lii.  16: 187.  improving  health.     At  Newcastle,   on   October  16,  the 
Mayor  presided  at  a  meeting  which  effaced  the  impres- 
Ante.p.11%.  sion  made  at  Paisley,  and  this  was  succeeded  by  a  public 
breakfast.    Liverpool  was  again  reached  (by  way  of  Dar- 
Lii.i6:iS7;  Hugton),  aud,   with  no  thanks  to   the  philanthropists 
=4,  lajfi,'     of  the  great  port,  a  meeting  at  Concert  Hall  went  off 
^DWebb    famously,  with  Thompson  in  the  chair  as  President  of 
the  League. 
Scotland  was  again  royally  scoured,  in  parts  already 
MS.a:t.sg,  gone  over  (with  a  superlative  occasion  at  Glasgow  in  the 
to  Webb.     City  Hall,  lasting  five  hours  on  October  28),  and  also  at 
Od.  22, 24,    Kirkcaldy,  Perth,  and  Aberdeen.     But  the  most  interest- 
ing incident  of  all  was  the  presentation  to  Mr.  Garrison, 
Liki&ixos;  on  October  21  (the  anniversary  of  the  Boston  mob),  of 

Ckranicie.  l  It  was  during  this  visit  l»  Dublin  that  Mr.  Garrison  sat  for  the  liagTieFre- 

tfc'>  =4-  otype  which  furnished  the  frontiapiete  of  the  present  Tolume.  A  son  of 
Mr.  Webb's  aeeompaaied  him.  "  While  we  waited  at  the  artiat's  we  looked 
out  of  the  window.  It  was  a  atormy  day.  The  wind  blew  oft  a  man's  hat, 
and  he  had  a  stiff  race  after  it,  and  I  remember  the  shock  to  my  feelings 
that  such  a  great  and  good  man  as  joar  Eathei  should  remark,  that  be 
[itan  running  after  his  bat  I "  (M8.  June  19, 1BS3, 


J  by  Google 


^*^^^^-c^^:g#^^^ 


J  by  Google 


J  by  Google 


■*>!.«-]  THIRD   ENGLISH  MISSION.  1, 

a   silver   tea-service,    elaborately   chased   and   properly    Chap.  \ 
inscribed,   together  with   a  silk  purse   containing    ten        is^e, 
sovereigns,  by  the  anti-slavery  ladies  of  Edinboxgh,  in 
the  Brighton-Street  Church.     "  Such  tokens,"  wrote  the 
recipient  to  Richard  Webh,  "  while  they  are  cheering  to     ms.  Oc. 
me  at  the  present  crisis,  when  such  malignant  efforts  are     ^' 
making  to  cover  me  with  popular  odium,^  make  me  feel 
as  though  I  had  yet  to  perform  much,  fully  to  deserve 
them."  2 

On  November  i,  Mr.  Garrison  sailed  from  Liverpool  on 
the  Acadia.  A  large  party  of  friends  —  representatives  £is.i6:2 
of  the  three  kingdoms  —  who  had  gathered  the  night 
before  expressly  to  bid  him  farewell  at  the  house  of 
Richard  Rathbone,  waved  him  their  long  adieus.  The 
voices  of  Thompson  and  Webb  and  H.  C.  Wright  swelled 
the  cheering  led  by  Frederick  Douglass.  More  than 
twenty  years  would  elapse  before  the  voyager's  eye 
should  again  behold  the  pleasant  English  shores  now 
vaniahiug  behind  him.  From  Halifax  on  the  eleventh  ms.  m 
day  he  pencilled  a  line  to  Elizabeth  Pease,  informing 
her  of  the  smooth  and  safe  passage,  attended,  neverthe- 
less, with  more  than  the  ordinary  discomforts  for  his 
overtaxed   system.^      On  November  17,  he    landed   in 

1  SpeaMng  in  the  City  Hall  at  Glasgow  with  reference  to  the  underhand 
calumniation  of  hlmaelf  and  Ma  associates,  Mr.  Garrison  "soleinnly  de- 
clared, after  an  eighteen  yeara'  anti-slaTery  experience  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  he  had  seen  nothing  more  wicked  or  malicious, 
more  wanton  and  cruel,  than  he  had  beheld  within  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks  emanating  from  the  apologists  of  the  Free  Church  and  the  Evangel- 
ical Affiance  "  (Glasgow  .Arjfus,  Oct.  29, 1846;  ajid  aee,  in  the  Argus  for  Oct. 
15,  Mr.  Garrison's  dissection  of  a  hostile  article  in  the  ScottiiJt  euar^mt. 
Purtlier,  for  charges  of  infidelity  hy  Dr.  Campbell  in  his  Christian  Witttfes, 
see  iift.  17 : 5,  21, 131 ;  and  hy  Dr.  Cunningham,  JAb.  17 : 9).  His  clerical 
traducera  never  faced  him  in  public. 

a  A  breakfast  by  Invitation  with  George  Combe,  perhaps  on  Oct.  22,  in 
company  with  Thompson,  Douglass,  and  Buffam,  was  another  pleasurable 
incident  of  this  visit  to  Edinburgh  ('  Life  of  Douglass,'  ed.  1383,  p.  245). 

3  On  December  11,  1846,  Mr.  Garrison  wrote  to  Geo.  W.  Benson  (MS.) : 
"The  Garrisonian  ranks  are  filling  up.  This  morning,  dear  Helen  presented 
me  with  a  new-comer  into  this  breathing  world,^ — a  daughter, — and  the 
finest  babe  ever  yet  bom  in  Boston  1 "  On  Dee.  19  he  informed  S.  J.  May 
(MS. )  that  Ijhe  little  glr]  had  been  named  Elisabeth  Pease.   Wendell  Phillips 

Vol.  111.-13 
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Chap.  VI.    Boston,  having  just  rounded  the  fourth  month  of  Ms 


Jas.  Miller 

McKim. 
The  Utter  is 


We  pass  over  the  receptions  given  to  him  by  the 
colored  people  at  Belknap-Street  Church;  in  Salem;  in 
Paneuil  Hall.  Rather  let  us  look  in,  with  a  poet's  eye, 
on  the  reunited  abolitionists  at  the  Anti-Slavery  Bazaar, 
opened  in  the  same  hall  on  December  22.  Never  was 
more  humor  combined  with  a  finer  discernment  of  char- 
acter and  more  exquisite  portraiture  than  in  these  lines, 
written  ss,  a  "Letter  from  Boston"  to  the  editor  of  the 
Pennst/lvania  Freeman,  by  James  Russell  Lowell : 
Dear  M., 
J  By  way  of  saving  time, 

i  1 11  do  this  letter  up  in  rhyme, 

Whose  slim  stream  through  four  pages  flows 
Ere  one  is  paoied  with  tight-serewed  prose, 
Threading  the  tube  of  an  epistle 
Smooth  as  a  child's  breath  through  a  whistle. 

The  great  attraction  now  of  all 

Is  the  "  Bazaar  "  at  Faneuil  Hall, 

"Where  swarm  the  Anti-Slavery  folks 

As  thick,  dear  Miller,  as  yomr  jokes. 

There  's  Garrison,  his  features  very 

Benign  for  an  incendiary. 

Beaming  forth  sunshine  through  hia  glasses 

On  the  surrounding  lads  and  lasses, 

(No  bee  could  bhther  be  or  brisker,)  — 

A  Pickwick  somehow  tamed  John  Ziska, 

His  bump  of  firmness  swelling  up 

Like  a  rye  cupcake  from  its  eup. 

And  there,  too,  was  his  English  tea-set. 

Which  in  his  ear  a  kind  of  flea  set. 

His  Uncle  Samuel  for  its  beauty 

Demanding  sixty  dollars  duty, 

('T  was  natural  Sam  should  serve  his  trunk  ill, 

For  &.,  you  know,  has  cut  his  uncle,) 
wrote  to  her  namesake  on  Jan.  31,  1847  IMS.) ;  "  Garrison's  child  is  a  nice, 
healthy,  dark-eyed  littJe  thing,  muoli  like  his  other  little  one,  Helen.  I  am 
glad  he  has  called  it  B.  P.,  for  you  will  feel  more  fuDy  than  ever  eonvineed 
that  the  bast  ones  on  yonr  side  the  water  do  not  love  and  value  yon  more 
than  the  best  one  here  does." 
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Whereas,  had  he  but  once  made  tea  in  it,  i 

His  uncle's  ear  had  had  the  flea  in  it, 
There  being  not  a  cent  of  duty 
On  any  pot  that  ever  drew  tea.^ 

There  was  Maria  Chapman,  too. 
With  her  swift  eyes  of  clear  steel-blue. 
The  coiled-up  mainspring  o£  the  Fair, 
Originating  everywhere 
The  expansive  force  without  a  sound 
That  whirled  a  hundred  wheels  around, 
Herself  meanwhile  as  calm  and  still 
As  the  bare  crown  of  Prospect  Hil! ; 
A  noble  woman,  brave  and  apt, 
Camsea's  sybil  not  more  rapt, 
Who  might,  with  those  fair  tresses  shorn, 
The  Maid  of  Orleans'  casque  have  worn. 
Herself  the  Joan  of  out  Ark, 
For  every  shaft  a  shining  mark. 

And  there,  too,  was  Ehza  Pollen, 
Who  scatters  fruit-creating  pollen 
Where'er  a  blossom  she  can  find 
Hardy  enough  for  Truth's  north  wind. 
Each  several  point  of  all  her  face 
Tremblingly  bright  with  the  inward  grace. 
As  if  all  motion  gave  it  light 
Like  phosphorescent  seas  at  night. 

There  jokes  our  Edmund,  plainly  son 
Of  him  who  bearded  Jefferson, — 

I  The  teft-set  was  appraised  at  £40.  Mr.  Garrison's  proteet  to  the  Col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Boston,  on  the  ground  of  tie  olivious  uneommeroiBl 
nature  of  the  entry,  was  disregarded  (I4b.  16 :  206 ;  17 ;  6).  Had  the  service 
Ijeen  imported  (aay)  by  Daniel  Webster,  under  like  circumstances,  it  is  in- 
credible tliat  tbe  duty  would  not  have  been  remitted  (I'ib.  17 :  122).  The 
sum  eitorted  was  refunded  to  Mr.  Garriaon  by  bis  female  friends,  through 
tbe  eieitlons  of  Mrs.  Eliaa  F.  Meriam,  daughter  of  Francis  Jacison.  In 
thanking  one  of  the  donors,  Mr.  Garrison  wrote :  "Nest  to  a  fort,  arsenal, 
naval  vessel,  and  military  array,  I  hate  a  ciistom-houBe  —  not  becanse  of 
the  tas  it  imposed  on  the  friendly  Scottish  gift,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle. 
I  go  for  free  trade  and  free  intereommunioatlon  tbe  worid  over,  and  deny 
the  right  of  any  body  of  men  to  erect  geographical  or  national  barriers  in 
opposition  to  these  natoral,  essential,  and  sacred  rights"  (M.S.  July  30, 
1847,  to  Mrs.  Louisa  Iiorlng). 
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A  non-resistant  by  conviction, 
But  with  a  bump  in  contradiction, 
So  that  whene'er  it  gets  a  ehanee 
His  pen  dehghts  to  play  the  lance, 
And  —  you  may  doubt  it  or  believe  it — 
PuU  at  the  head  o£  Joshua  Leavitt 
The  very  calumet  he  'd  launch, 
And  scouj^e  him  with  the  olive-branch. 
A  master  with  the  foils  of  wit, 
'T  is  natural  he  should  love  a  hit ; 
A  gentleman,  withal,  and  scholar, 
Only  base  things  excite  his  choler. 
And  then  his  satire  's  keen  and  thin 
As  the  lithe  blade  of  Saladin. 
Good  letters  are  a  gift  apart, 
And  his  are  gems  of  Flemish  art. 
True  offspiing  of  the  fireside  Muse, 
Not  a  chip-gathering  of  news 
Lite  a  new  hopfield  which  is  all  poles, 
But  of  one  blood  with  Horace  Walpole's. 

There,  with  one  hand  behind  his  back. 
Stands  Phillips  battened  in  a  sack. 
Our  Attio  orator,  our  Chatham ; 
Old  fogies,  when  he  lightens  at  'em. 
Shrivel  like  leaves ;  to  him  't  is  granted 
Always  to  say  the  word  that 's  wanted. 
So  that  he  seems  but  speaking  clearer 
The  tiptoe  thought  of  every  hearer ; 
Each  flash  his  brooding  heart  lets  fall 
Fires  what 's  combustible  in  all, 
And  sends  the  applauses  bursting  in 
Like  an  exploded  magazine. 
His  eloquence  no  frothy  show, 
The  gutter's  street -polluted  flow, 
No  Mississippi's  yellow  flood 
Whose  shoalness  can't  be  seen  for  mud ;  — 
So  simply  clear,  serenely  deep, 
So  silent-stroug  its  graceful  sweep, 
None  measures  its  unrippling  force 
Who  has  not  striven  to  stem  its  course ; 
How  fare  their  barques  who  think  to  play 
With  smooth  Niagara's  mane  of  spray, 
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Let  Austin's  total  shipwreck  say. 

He  never  spoke  a  word  too  much — 

Except  of  Story,  or  some  sucli, 

Whom,  though,  eondenmed  by  ethics  strict. 

The  heart  refoses  to  oonviet, 

Beyood,  a  crater  in  each  eye, 

Sways  brown,  broad-shoulderetl  Pillsbnry,i 

Who  tears  up  words  like  trees  by  the  roots, 

A  Theseus  in  stout  cowhide  boots, 

The  wager  ol  eternal  war 

Against  that  loathsome  Minotaur 

To  whom  we  sacrifice  each  year 

The  best  blood  of  our  Athens  here  — 

(Dear  M.,  pray  brush  up  your  Lempriere.) 

A  terrible  denouncer  he, 

Old  Sinai  bums  unquenchably 

Upon  his  lips ;  he  well  might  be  a 

Hot-blazing  soul  from  fierce  Judiea, 

Habatkuk,  Ezra,  or  Hosea. 

His  words  bum  as  with  iron  searers, 

And  nightmare-like  he  mounts  his  hearers, 

Spurring  them  like  avenging  Fate,  or 

As  Waterton  his  alligator. 

Hard  by,  as  calm  as  summer  even. 
Smiles  the  reviled  and  pelted  Stephen, 
The  unappeasable  Boanerges 
To  all  the  Churches  and  the  Clergies, 
The  grim  sanmit  who,  to  complete 
His  own  peculiar  cabinet, 
Contrived  to  label  with  his  kicks 
One  from  the  followers  of  Hicks ; 

1  Parker  Pillsbuty,  thongh  a  native  of  MBSgachusetts,  tea 
by  Ms  liome  life  and  anti-slavery  labors  priQclpally  wlfli  New  Hampshire. 
He  sueeeeded  to  the  editorship  of  the  SeraH  of  Freedom  wbeu  N.  P.  Rogers 
bFoke  with  Ms  old  associates.  His  autoMography  is  to  be  gathered  from 
his  '  Acts  of  the  Anti-Slavery  AposHes.'  "  Could  you  know  htm  and  his 
history,  yoa  would  value  him."  wrote  Wendell  PMUipa  to  Elizabeth  Pesae, 
Jan.  10, 1853  (MS.).  "  Originally  a  wagoner,  be  earned  enough  to  get  edu- 
cated. When  JQSt  ready  to  be  settled,  the  Faculty  of  AndOTer  Theological 
Institution  threatened  him  that  ttey  would  never  recommend  Mm  to  a 
parish  unless  he  gave  up  speaking  in  anti-slavery  Toeetinga.  He  chose  us, 
and  SRcrifieed  all  the  benefits  (worldly  and  pecuniary)  of  his  hard-earned 
education.    EHs  course  since  has  been  worthy  of  IMs  beginning." 
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Who  studied  mineralogy 

Not  with  soft  book  upon  the  knee, 

But  learned  the  properties  of  stones 

By  contact  sharp  of  flesh  and  bones, 

And  made  the  experimeKtum  wuiAs 

With  his  own  body's  vital  juices : 

A.  man  with  eaoutchouo  endurance, 

A  perfect  gem  for  life  insurance, 

A  kind  of  maddened  John  the  Baptist, 

To  whom  the  harshest  word  comes  aptest, 

Who,  struck  by  stone  or  brick  iLL-starred, 

Hurls  back  an  epithet  as  hard, 

Which,  deadlier  than  stone  or  brick, 

Has  a  propensity  to  stick. 

His  oratorj-  is  like  the  scream 

Of  the  iron  horse's  phrenzied  steam 

Which  warns  the  world  to  leave  wide  space 

For  the  bla«k  engine's  swerveleas  race. 

Ye  men  with  neckcloths  white,  I  warn  you  — 

Sdbet  a  whole  haymow  in  coTim. 

A  Judith,  there,  turned  Qoi^eress, 
Sits  Abby  in  her  modest  dress, 
Serving  a  table  quietly, 
As  if  that  mild  and  downcast  eye 
Flashed  never,  with  its  scorn  intense, 
More  than  Medea's  eloquence. 
So  the  same  force  which  shakes  its  dread 
Par-blazing  locks  o'er  ^Etna's  head. 
Along  the  wires  in  silence  fares 
And  messages  of  commerce  bears. 
No  nobler  gift  of  heart  and  brain. 
No  life  more  white  from  spot  or  stain, 
Was  e'er  on  Freedom's  altar  laid 
Than  hers  —  the  simple  Quaker  maid. 

These  last  three  (leaving  in  the  lurch 
Some  other  themes)  assault  the  Church, 
Who  therefore  writes  them  in  her  lists 
As  Satan's  hmhs  and  atheists; 
For  each  sect  has  one  argument 
Whereby  the  rest  to  hell  are  sent. 
Which  serves  them  like  the  Graite's  tooth, 
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Passed  round  in  turn  from  mouth,  to  moutli ;  — 

If  any  ism  should  arise, 

They  look  on  it  with  constable's  eyes, 

Tie  round  its  neck  a  heavy  athe-, 

And  give  it  kittens'  hydropathy. 

This  trick  with  other  (useful  very)  tricks 

Is  laid  to  the  Babylonian  meretrix, 

But 't  was  in  vogue  before  her  day 

Wherever  priesthoods  had  their  way, 

And  Buddha's  Popes  with  this  struck  dtunb 

The  f  oOowers  of  Fi  and  Fum. 

Well,  if  the  world  with  prudent  fear 

Pays  God  a  seventh,  of  the  year, 

And  as  a  Farmer,  who  would  pack 

All  his  religion  ia  one  stack, 

For  this  world  works  sis  days  in  seven 

And  on  the  seventh  works  for  Heaven, 

Expecting,  for  his  Sunday's  sowing, 

In  the  nest  world  to  go  a-mowing 

The  crop  of  all  his  meeting-going ;  — 

If  the  poor  Church,  by  power  enticed. 

Finds  none  so  infidel  as  Christ, 

Quite  backward  reads  his  Gospel  meek, 

(As 't  were  in  Hebrew  writ,  not  Greek,) 

Fencing  the  gallows  and  the  sword 

With  conscripts  drafted  from  his  word, 

And  makes  one  gate  of  Heaven  so  wide 

That  the  rich  orthodox  might  ride 

Through  on  their  camels,  while  the  poor 

Squirm  through  the  scant,  unyielding  door. 

Which,  of  the  Gospel's  straitest  size, 

Is  narrower  than  beadneedles'  eyes, — 

What  wonder  World  and  Church  should  call 

The  true  faith  atheistical ! 

Yet,  after  all,  'twixt  you  and  me. 
Dear  Miller,  I  could  never  see 
That  Sin's  and  Error's  ugly  smirch 
Stained  the  walls  only  of  the  Church ;  — 
There  are  good  priests,  and  men  who  take 
Freedom's  torn  cloak  for  lucre's  sake,— 
I  cant  believe  the  Church  so  strong. 
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Chap.  Vi.  As  some  men  do,  for  Right  or  Wrong, 

j^  But  for  this  subject  (long  and  vest) 

I  must  refer  you  to  my  nest, 
As  also  for  a  list  exact 
Of  goods  with  which  the  Hall  was  packed.^ 

The  author  of  the  '  Biglow  Papers '  had  already  begun 
that  inimitable  satire  of  the  national  crime  against  Mexico, 

ii*,  i6:B2,    marked,  so  far,  by  Taylor's  military  successes  at  Mata- 

moras  and  Monterey.     The  demoralization  which  war 

immediately  produces  as  a  mere  staHs,  was  lamentably 

Geo.  N.      shown  by  the  compliance  of  the  "Whig  governors  Briggs 

Wm^ade.  ^^^  Slade  (o£  Massachusetts  and  Vermont  respectively) 

Lib.  i5: 87,    with  the  President's  request  for  a  State  call  for  volunteers. 

90'  91.  "3-    ipj^jg  action  did  not  prevent  the  party  from  renominating 

Anie.p.  139.  Briggs,  nor  did  Eobert  C.  "Winthrop's  acceptance  of  the 
MS.  Sept.    war  afford  a  sufficient  handle  to  the  Conscience  Whigs  [as 

P'.'ja&n    Charles  Francis  Adams  denominated  those  who  were  not 

to  w.  L.  G.  Cotton  Whigs)  to  deprive  him  of  a  renomination.  The 
Cotton  Whigs  swept  the  State.    One  heard  Daniel  Web- 

iii.  16:182.  ster  proclaim  inFaneuil  Hall;  "  I  am  for  the  Constitution 
as  our  fathers  left  it  to  us,  and  standing  by  it  and  dying 
by  it."    But  idso  one  heard  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  his 

£i».  i6;jg4.  home  in  Quincy,  deny  that  there  was  anything  left  to 
stand  by :  "  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  —  stat 
magni  nominis  umbra."    This  quotation,  said  the  editor  of 

z.;4. 16:194-  the  Liberator,  "indicates  pretty  clearly  the  position  and 
feelings  of  this  venerable  statesman  in  regard  to  the 
American  Union.  .  .  .  Then  if  it  be  only  a  shadow 
that  is  left  to  us,  it  is  at  best  bnt  a  mockery,  and  ought 
not  to  be  treated  as  a  reality.  .  .  .  Let  Daniel  Webster, 
the  greatest  and  meanest  of  his  countrymen,  exhaust  his 
powers  of  eulogy  upon  it,  if  he  will :  the  effort  will  but 

!  Beferrtng  to  her  husband's  Huaihraatic  productioc.  Maria  Lowell  wrote 
from  Cambridge  to  Maria  MottDavia  (MS.  Jan.  S,  1847):  "  I  wonder  if  you 
enjoyed  his  description  of  Jhe  Fair  as  maoh.  as  I  did.  I  saw  Garrison  the 
other  day^  and  he  seemed  to  be  espeoiaJly  pleased  with  it,  and  the  account 
of  Stephen  Poster  delighted  him.  Of  that  and  Maria  Chapman  he  epoke 
moat  particularly.  Miller  made  one  error,  and  only  one,  in  hla  eopy,  and 
that  was  '  sweet '  instead  of  '  swift '  eyes.  Mrs.  Chapman's  eyes  are  not 
sweet,  but  swift  eipressea  esactly  their  rapid,  comprehensive  glance." 
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render  his  character  "base  and  contemptible  with  posterity,    chap.  vi. 
What  the  people  need  is  a  new  government  —  a  free  gov-       ,^6. 
emment  —  no  slavery — no  guaranties  to  men-stealers  — 
'NO  UNION  "WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS!'" 

We  might  end  here,  if  it  were  not  instructive  to  remark 
on  Liberty  Party  endorsement  of  the  Mexican  War,  even  i«,i6:iis; 
Gamaliel  ■  Bailey,  in  Ms  Philanthropist,  praying  for  the      ''''''■ 
safety  of  the   "noble"  Taylor  and  his   "brave  army." 
There  were  other  proofs  that  the  party  was  in  a  bad  way. 
In  the  spring  of  1846  one  of  its  thirty  organs  af&rmed  that 
"its  present  position  is  inaction  —  a  perfect  standstill."    LUi. 16:17. 
Almost  "  at  a  dead  stand  "  was  William  Goodell's  report 
of  progress,  speaking  both  for  New  York  and  for  Massa- 
chusetts.   In  Maine  the  State  Convention  admitted  that 
the  party  there  merely  held  its  own,  and  looked  forward 
to  "  certain  death  "  for  the  party  at  large  if  the  stationary 
stage  were  not  quickly  escaped  —  Joshua  Leavitt  himself    Lib.  i6;s7. 
being  present,  and  discounting  the  impending  catastrophe 
by  denying  that  the  party  and  the  ballot-box  were  the  sole     cf.  ante. 
means  of  abolishing  slavery.     Bailey  gave  a  discouraging      '^'^^°' 
account  of  the  Ohio  section,  and  predicted  that  all  would 
be  over  with  it  if  it  manifested  no  strength  in  the  coming 
gubernatorial  election.     Gerrit  Smith  lamented  in  New    La.it-.r]. 
York  a  falling  away  on  all  sides,  and  W.  L.  Chaplin  and 
J.  C.  Jackson  confirmed  his  statements.     Only  one  dollar 
was  raised  to  ten  formerly.    Edmund  Quiney  judged  it  at  xi*.  16:174, 
this  time  to  be  on  its  last  legs;   and  the  fall  elections        '^^* 
showed  that  it  could  send  only  five  Representatives  out  of  £«.  16:194. 
232  to  the  Massachusetts  lower  House,  polling  a  total  vote 
of  about  10,000.    In  New  York  it  cast  but  12,000  votes,    m.  zj-  n. 
against  16,000  in  1844.    Quiney  was  quite  right  in  assur-  Lib.  16:194. 
ing  Webb  that  — 

"  There  are  many  more  A.  S.  Whigs  and  Democrats  than 
Third  Party  mea,  and  many  more  Whig  papers,  especially, 
whieh  are  more  thoroughly  anti-slavery  than  any  of  the  Tidrd 
Party  ones.  There  is  not  a  Third  Party  paper  that  compares  in 
thoroughness  and  usefulness  with  tho  Boston  WMg,  or  even  the 
N.  T.  Tribune,  And  they  have  not  a  man  who  comes  near  Charles 
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P.  Adams  (son  of  J,  Q.  A.),  editor  of  the  Whig,  Charles  Sumner, 
J.  a.  Palfrey,  S.  G.  Howe,  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  and  others  of  the 
A.  S.  Whigs,  in  point  of  character,  talent,  or  social  standing. 
These  gentlemen  are  high-minded,  honorable,  well- educated 
men,  who  would  compare  favorably  with  any  puhlic  men  you 
have  itt  Parliament.  And  they  have  actually  aaeriflced  poUtieal 
prospects  and  caste  by  their  A.  S.  course,  which  is  more  than  can 
be  said  of  a  single  Third  Party  man  —  because  I  know  of  none 
■who  had  anytiiing  of  the  sort  to  lose.  Yet  we  cannot  admit 
these  men  —  though  so  much  better  abolitionists,  and  so  many 
more  of  them  —  to  be  the  real  thing,  any  more  than  the  Third 
Party  men,  as  long  as,  like  them,  they  are  ready  to  swear  to 
support  the  TJ.  8.  Constitution  and  to  perform  its  pro-slavery 
provisions." 
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FmsT  "Westeen  Toua. — 1847. 

EARLY  in  1847,  Mr.  Garrison  was  solicited  by  the  MS.Mar. 
abolitionists  of  Ohio  to  visit  their  section  of  the  kih^'eth 
country ;  and  in  the  Liberator  of  March  19  he  gave  notice  ^f"2  % 
that  he  would  spend  the  month  of  August  in  that  State.  ■^'*-  ^7-'^- 
This  decision  led  to  numerous  invitations  from  friends  in  ss,  1847, ' 
Central  New  York,  as  well  as  in  Pennsylvania,  along  the  ''^c^^'if' 
two  lines  of  Western  travel.  The  programme,  as  finally  ^^^'^  ^A 
made  up,  chose  the  Southern  route  for  the  outward  trip,  A.  Baweta 
and  the  Northern  for  the  homeward.  Lib'.\T.  i^. 

The  intervening  months  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner 
—  in  editorial  drudgery,  in  occasional  lecturing,  in  attend- 
ance at  the  three  great  anniversaries  in  Boston  and  New 
York.    Opposition  to  the  Mexican  War,  and  reiterated    LU.n-.s. 
appeals  for  a  peaceable  dissolution  of  the  Union,  were  the    3°;  2,'  4I 
regular  anti-slavery  work  of  the  year,  to  which  was  added        '^■ 
support  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  or  the  attempt  in  Congress  ta.  i?:  193 
to  ensure  freedom  to  the  territory  certain  to  be  acquired, 
by  force  or  purchase,  of  Mexico.    In  Massachusetts,  little 
was  needed  to  maintain  the  Legislature  in  its  attitude  of   lu.  17:14. 
aversion  to  the  war,  or  to  procure  its  endorsement  of  the        ''*' 
Proviso;   but  to  disunion  it  of  course  turned  a  cold   Zis,  17:58. 
shoulder. 

As  usual,  too,  Mr,  G-arrison's  lecture  topics  embraced 
religion  and  peace  as  well  as  abolition ;  and  in  the  philan- 
thropic anniversary  month  we  have  a  glimpse  of  him  anaid 
kindred  spirits.  The  Rev.  Samuel  May,  Jr.,i  writes  to 
Mary  Carpenter  from  Boston,  May  29,  1847 : 
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"We  had  an  exceedingly  interesting  meeting  yesterday  after- 
noon and  evening,  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Theodore  Parker,  in 
this  city.  He  styled  it,  in  his  notes  of  invitation,  a  '  Council  o£ 
Reformers,'  and  the  ohjeet  was  to  discuss  the  general  principles 
of  Reform,  and  the  best  means  of  promoting  it.  Let  me  give 
you  the  names  of  some  of  those  present  —  Ralph  Waldo  Emer- 
son, Amos  B.  Aleott,  William  Henry  Channing,  James  F.  Clarke, 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Edmund  Quincy, 
Mrs.  M.  W,  Chapman,  Mrs.  Follen,  James  and  Lucretia  Mott 
and  daughter  of  Philadelphia,  Caleb  Stetson,  John  L.  Russell, 
Francis  Jackson,  Charles  Sumner,  Samuel  Or.  Howe,  E.  H. 
Chapin,  Joshua  P.  Blanehard,  Samuel  E,  Coues  of  Portsmouth, 
BliEur  Wright,  Jr.,  Walter  Channing.  I  have  not  yet  giveoaH 
the  names.  It  was  a  matter  of  deep  interest  even  to  see  this 
collection  of  the  mew  alive  of  our  neighborhood  and  day.  From 
4  to  10  p.  M.,  with  a  short  interval  for  tea,  a  moat  spirited  con- 
versation was  held  on  all  the  great  Reform  subjects  of  the  day. 
I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  Anti-Slavery  Reform 
carries  aU  others  with  it,  and  that  its  triumph  will  be  theirs." 

Mr.  Garrison  set  out  from  Boston  on  the  2d  of  August, 

.   1847.  "With  the  utmost  disinterestedness,  Edmund  Quincy 

had  again  assumed  the  charge  of  conducting  the  Liberator 

in  his  absence,  neither  of  them  foreseeing  how  long  a  time 

would  elapse  before  the  editor  could  resume  his  chair. 

May,  and  worthy  tfl  1>e  such, ;  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of 
1839  with  Wm.  Henry  Channing,  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  other  men  of  national 
and  world-wide  reputation  ^  had  now  become  the  General  Agent  of  the 
Massachusetts  Antl-Slarery  Society  (lAi.  17  :  94).  This  position  he  filled, 
with  the  greatest  fidelity  and  eelf-abnegatian,  to  the  close  of  the  anti-slavery 
struggle,  to  which  no  one  brought  richer  gifts  of  integrity,  humanity,  cul- 
ture —  inherited  and  personal.  "I  was,"  he  wrote  to  Misa  Carpenter,  July 
15,  1851,  "a  'birthright'  Unitarian  —  grew  np  to  think  their  ministers 
faultless  men,  almost  —  honest  and  fearless  seekers  for  the  truth  and  the 
right.  I  was  for  many  years  their  fellow-laborer,  admirer,  and  defender, — 
and  devoted  to  the  TInitarian  cause.  My  eyes  opened  very  slowly  to  the 
defection  and  decline  of  the  early  Unitarian  spirit.  Many  preceded  me  in 
(heir  witness  against  the  bigotry,  narrowness,  and  worldliness  which  crept 
into  and  subjected  the  Unitarian  body  —  tiU  now,  In  its  organized  move- 
ment at  least,  it  has  become  what  I  haTS  already  eipreased  ["  a  lifeless, 
souUeaa  thing  "J.  It  was  with  a  great  price  —  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  feeling, 
ease,  and  social  consideration  (Imay  say  this  to  you,  which  I  would  not  wish 
to  dwell  upon  at  all)  —  that  I  purchased  my  freedom  from  those  chains  of 
sectarianism  ;  which  I  would  not  reassume  this  hoar,  if  the  whole  world's 
wealth  were  the  bribe  to  do  so.  I  look  now  upon  those  chuns  with  some- 
thing like  loathing  "  (MS.). 
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Nor,  happily,  eould  Mrs.  Garrison  realize  that  her  husband, 
whose  health  latterly  bad  been  far  from  good,  was  taking    Ms.  June 
leave  of  her  at  a  risk  surpassing  that  of  the  voyage  to     iv,L*h. 
England  the  year  before.     The  progress  of  his  toiir,  in     %%^; 
which  he  was  to  have  the  companionship  of  Frederick 
Douglass,  can  best  be  shown  from  his  letters  to  her : 


W.  L.  Garrison  to  Ais  Wife. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  3, 1847,  MS. 

A  year  ago,  this  day,  I  arrived  in  London,  and  was,  there-  Ani^,  p.  156. 
fore,  at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles  £rom  you.  Now  I  am 
in  Philadelphia,  some  three  hundred  miles  away.  So  far  as 
separaJiore  is  concerned,  it  is  the  same  whether  we  are  hundreds 
or  thousands  of  miles  apart ;  hut  then,  as  a  matter  of  speedy 
return,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  eoasequence  as  to  what  the 
relative  distance  may  he.  I  oould  he  with  you  in  less  than 
twenty-four  hours,  if  neee^ary— that  is  comforting.    .    .    , 

Our  trip  from  Norwich  to  New  York  was  as  serene  and  quiet     Aug.  2-3. 
as  possihle,  where  we  arrived  at  5  o'elook.    At  9  o'clock,  I      Aug.  3. 
crossed  the  ferry  and  took  the  cars  for  Philadelphia  —  arriving 
at  2  o'clock,  J.  M.  McKira  being  at  the  wharf  to  escort  me  to  the 
dear  home  of  our  beloved  friends,  James  and  Lueretia  Mott, 
who  gave  me  a  warm  reception,  of  course. 

August  7.  MS,,  and 

Our  three-days'  meeting  at  Norristown  closed  last  evening,      '  '  '''■  '^^' 
and  a  famous  time  we  have  had  of  it.    Every  day,  two  or  three    jom  annual 
hundred  of  our  friends  from  Philadelphia  came  up  in  the  cars,      J^p^ 
and  the  meetings  were  uniformly  crowded  by  an  array  of  men      a.  S.  .S. 
and  women  who,  for  thorough- going  anti-slavery  spirit  and 
solidity  of  character,  are  not  sorpassed  by  any  in  the  world. 
Douglass  arrived  on  the  second  day,  and  was  justly  the  "  hon  "      Aag.  5, 
of  the  occasion,  though  a  considerable  number  participated  in   Lii.ij-.i-i?. 
the  discussions;  our  friend  Lueretia  Mott  speaiing  with  excel- 
lent propriety  and  effect.     Thomas  Earle  was  present  to  annoy 
us,  as  asual.     Oar  meetings  were  not  molested  in  any  manner, 
excepting  one  evening  when  Douglass  and  I  held  a  meeting 
after  dark,  when  a  few  panes  of  glass  were  broken  by  some 
rowdy  boys  while  D.  was  speaking.    It  was  a  grand  meeting, 
3,  and  the  house  crowded  withanobleauditoryto  the 
The  meetings  will  have  a  powerful  effect  in  the  prose- 
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Chap.  VII,    eution  of  our  cause  for  the  coming  year.    It  was  worth  a  trip 

j^  from.  Boston  to  Norristown  merely  to  loolc  a,t  those  who  assembled 

on  the  occasion.    I  regret  that  I  have  as  yet  found  no  time  to 

write  a  sketch  of  this  anniversary  for  the  Liberator.    As  Sydney 

£«.!7;i37.   H.  Gray  was  present,  both  ihs  Standard  anA  Pennsylvania  Free- 

*''         man  must  be  referred  to  for  an  account  of  it,  prior  to  any  that 

I  shall  be  able  to  make  of  it. 

This  morning,  we  leave  in  the  cars  for  Harrisburg,  which, 
though  the  capital  of  the  State,  is  very  much  under  the  influence 
of  Slavery.  I  do  not  anticipate  a  quiet  meeting,  but  we  shall 
bear  our  testimony  boldly,  nevertheless, 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 
MS.,  aad  Habbisbubg,  Aug.  9, 1847. 

LH.  17: 135  Qjj  Saturday  morning,  Douglass  and  I  bade  farewell  to  our 
Au^.  7.  kind  friends  in  Philadelphia,  and  took  the  cars  for  this  place, 
...  a  distance  of  106  miles.  Before  we  started,  an  ineideat 
occurred  whiohevincedsomethingof  that  venomous  pro-slavery 
spirit  which  pervades  the  public  sentiment  in  proportion  as  you 
approach  the  borders  of  the  slave  States.  There  is  no  distinc- 
tion made  at  Philadelpbia  in  the  cars  on  account  of  complexion, 
though  colored  persons  usuaUy  sit  near  the  doors.  Douglass 
took  a  seat  in  one  of  the  back  ears  before  I  arrived;  and,  while 
quietly  looking  out  at  the  window,  was  suddenly  accosted  in  & 
slave-driving  tone,  and  ordered  to  "  get  out  of  that  seat,"  by  a 
man  who  had  a  lady  with  him,  and  who  might  have  claimed  the 
right  to  eject  any  other  passenger  for  his  accommodation  with 
as  much  propriety.  Douglass  quietly  replied,  that  if  he  would 
make  his  demand  in  the  form  of  a  gentlemanly  request,  he 
would  readily  vacate  his  seat.  His  lordly  commander  at  once 
laid  violent  hands  upon  him,  and  draped  him  out.  Douglass 
submitted  to  this  outrage  unresistingly,  but  told  his  assailant 
that  he  behaved  hke  a  bully,  and  therefore  precluded  him  (D.) 
from  meeting  him  with  his  own  weapons.  The  only  response  of 
the  other  was,  that  he  would  knock  D.'s  teeth  down  his  throat 
if  he  repeated  the  charge.  The  name  of  this  man  was  soon 
ascertained  to  be  John  A,  Fisher  of  Harrisburg,  a  lawyer;  and 
the  only  palliation  (if  it  be  one)  that  I  hear  offered  for  his  con- 
duct is,  that  he  was  undoubtedly  under  the  influence  of  intoxi- 
cating hquor.  This  was  a  foretaste  of  the  violence  to  be 
experienced  on  our  attempting  to  lecture  here,  and  which  I 
anticipated  even  before  I  left  Boston. 
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Though  the  cars  (compared  with  our  Eastern  ones)  look  as  if  Chap.  Vii, 
they  were  made  a  oentiuy  ago,  and  are  quit*  uncomfortable,        ^r. 
yet  the  ride  was  far  from  beiog  irksome,  on  aceonnt  of  the  all- 
peiTadii^  beauty  and  opulence  of  the  country  through  which 
we  passed,  so  far  as  a  fine  soil  and  natural  scenery  are  concerned. 
We  passed  through  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Chest«r,  Lan- 
caster, and  a  portion  of  Dauphin,  and,  through  the  whole  dis- 
tance, saw  but  a  single  spot  that  reminded  us  of  our  rocky 
New  England,    Arriviag  at  3  o'clock,  we  found  at  the  depot,      Aug.  7. 
awaiting  our  coming,  Dr.  Rutherford,  an  old  subscriber  to  the       W.  iv. 
lAherator,  and  his  sister-in-law,  Agnea  Crane,  both  of  theio  true    ^"""'f'"^- 
and  faithful  to  the  anti-slavery  cause  in  the  midst  of  a  perverse 
and  prejudiced  people ;  and  also  several  of  our  colored  friends,  LB. 17:123. 
with  one  of  whom  (Mr.  Wolf,  an  intelhgent  and  worthy  man) 
Douglass  went  home,  having  previously  engaged  to  do  so ; 
while  I  went  with  Dr.  Eutherford,  and  received  a  cordial  wel- 
come from  his  estimable  lady. 

Tiio  Court  House  had  been  obtained  for  us  for  Saturday  and  Aug.  7.  8. 
Sunday  evenings.  Hitherto,  nearly  all  the  anti-slavery  lecturers 
have  failed  to  gather  any  considerable  number  together;  but,  on 
this  occasion,  we  had  the  room  filled,  some  of  the  most  respect- 
able citizens  being  present.  At  an  early  period  of  the  evening, 
before  the  services  commenced,  it  was  evident  that  mischief 
was  brewing  and  an  explosion  would  ultimately  follow.  I  first 
addressed  the  meeting,  and  was  listened  to,  not  only  without 
molestation,  but  with  marked  attention  and  respect,  though  my 
remarks  were  stringent,  and  my  accusations  severe.  As  soon, 
however,  as  Douglass  rose  to  speak,  the  spirit  of  rowdyism  be- 
gan to  show  itseK  outside  of  the  building,  around  the  door  and 
windows.  It  was  the  first  time  that  a  "nigger"  had  attempted 
to  address  the  people  of  Harrisburg  in  public,  and  it  was  re- 
garded by  the  mob  as  an  act  of  unparalleled  audacity.  They 
knew  nothing  at  all  of  Douglass,  except  that  he  was  a  "nig- 
ger." They  came  equipped  with  rotten  eggs  and  brickbats,  fire- 
crackers, and  other  missiles,  and  made  use  of  them  somewhat 
freely— breaking  panes  of  glass,  and  soiling  the  clothes  of 
some  who  were  struct  by  the  eggs.  One  of  these  bespattered 
my  head  and  back  somewhat  freely.  Of  course  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  yelling  and  shouting,  and  of  violent  exclamation — 
such  as, "  Oat  with  the  damnedni^er,"  etc,,  etc.  The  audieuee 
at  first  manifested  considerable  alarm,  but  I  was  enabled  to 
obtain  a  silent  hearing  for  a  few  moments,  when  I  told  the 
meeting  tliat  if  tiiis  was  a  specimen  of  Harrisburg  decorum 
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.  and  ioTe  of  liberty,  iastead  of  wasting  our  breath  upon  the 
place,  we  should  torn  our  backs  upon  it,  shaldng  off  the  dust 
of  our  feet,  etc.,  et*. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Pittsburgh,  Aug.  12, 1847. 

I  endeavored  to  complete  a  lett«r  for  you  at  Harrisburg, 
before  leaving  for  this  place  on  Monday  morning,  but  was  able 
to  write  only  a  portion  of  one  before  it  was  time  to  be  at  the 
depot.  In  my  perplexity,  not  knowing  what  else  to  do,  I 
requested  a  colored  friend  to  finish  my  letter,  explaining  to 
you  the  reason  why  he  did  so,  and  put  it  into  the  post-ofBee. 
He  promised  to  do  so,  and  I  hope  was  faithful  to  his  promise. 
As  I  left  off,  just  as  I  was  giving  you  the  particulars  of  the 
rowdyish  outbreak  at  our  meeting  at  H.,  I  requested  Mr.  Brown 
to  mention  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  molest  me,  and  that 
Douglass  escaped  without  any  serious  injury,  although  he  was 
struck  in  the  back  by  a  stone,  and  a  brickbat  just  grazed  his 
head.  All  the  venom  of  the  rowdies  seemed  to  be  directed  against 
him,  as  they  were  profonndly  ignorant  of  his  character.    ,    .    . 

On  Sunday  forenoon  and  afternoon,  we  addressed  our  colored 
friends  in  their  meeting-house  at  H.,  at  which  a  number  of  white 
ones  were  also  present.  The  meetings  were  crowded,  and  a 
most  happy  time  we  had  indeed.  Not  the  shghtest  molestation 
was  offered. 

On  Monday,  we  left  Harrisburg  in  the  ears  for  Chambers- 
burg,  a  distance  of  fifty-four  miles.  On  arriving,  to  our  serious 
regret  we  found  that  the  ticket  which  Douglass  obtained 
at  H.  for  Pittsburgh  enabled  him  to  go  directly  through  in 
the  2  o'clock  stage,  while  I  should  be  compelled  to  wait  until 
8  o'clock  (it  proved  to  be  11  o'clock)  in  the  evening.  This  was 
annoying  and  unpleasant  in  the  extreme.  Douglass  had  a  hard 
time  of  it,  after  we  parted.  The  route  over  the  Allegheny 
mountains,  although  a  very  beautiful  and  sublime  one,  is  a 
very  slow  and  diflcult  one,  and,  with  a  crowded  stage,  in  a 
melting  hot  day,  is  quite  overpowering.  It  seemed  to  me 
almost  interminable — almost  equal  to  a  trip  across  the  Atlantic. 
.  Douglass  was  not  allowed  to  sit  at  the  eating-table,  on  the  way, 
and  for  two  days  and  nights  scarcely  tasted  a  morsel  of  food. 
O,  what  brutality !  Only  think  of  it,  and  then  of  the  splendid 
reception  given  to  >''m  in  all  parts  of  Great  Britain !  On  his 
arriving  at  Pittsburgh,  however,  a  different  reception  awaited 


J  by  Google 


^T.  42.]  FtEST  WESTERN   TOUR.  193 

him,  which  was  also  intended  for  me.    A  committee  of  twenty   Chap.  vii. 
white  and  colored  friends,  with  a  colored  hand  of  music,  who        j^^ 
had  sat  up  all  night  till  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  met  him      au^.  ti, 
to  welcome  him  to  the  place,  and  to  discourse  eloquent  music        '^^^* 
to  him.    Of  course,  they  were  greatly  disappointed  at  my  not 
coming  at  that  time. 

I  arrived  towards  evening,  entirely  exhausted,  but  soon  Aug.  ii. 
recovered  myself  by  a  good  warm  hath.  A  meeting  bad  been 
held  in  the  afternoon  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  which  was  ably 
addressed  by  Douglass.  In  the  evening,  we  held  one  together 
in  the  same  place,  crowded  to  overflowing, — [August  13.]  Yes- 
terday, Friday  [Thursday],  we  held  three  large  meetings,  two  Au,^.  12. 
of  them  in  the  open  air,  and  concluded  last  night  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm.  I  have  seen  nothing  like  to  it  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  place  seems  to  be  electrified,  and  the 
hearts  of  many  are  leaping  for  joy. 

This    morning,   Saturday   [Friday],  we    are  off   for    New 
Brighton,  where  we  are  to  have  a  meeting  this  afternoon,    Beauei-Co.. 
and  others  to-morrow.    I  have  not  a  moment  of  time,  scarcely,  ""'' 

left  to  myself.  Company  without  end — meetings  continuously 
from  day  to  day — little  or  no  sleep  —  it  is  [with]  the  greatest 
difficulty  I  can  find  time  to  send  yon  a  single  line  in  regard  to 
my  tour.  As  for  the  lAheraUir,  I  cannot  give  any  sketch  for  the 
pubhc  eye,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  do  so  in  a  few  days. 


W.  L.  Garrison  to  Jiis  Wife. 

TomJGSTOWN  [Ohio],  Aug.  16,  1847.  MS. 

1  scribbled  a  few  hasty  lines  for  you  at  PittsbuJ^h,  jnat  before 
leaving  that  busy,  though  dingy  and  homely  city —  a  city  which 
so  closely  resembles  the  manufacturing  towns  in  England  that 
I  almost  fancied  I  was  once  more  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  So,  too,  the  enthusiasm  manifested  at  our  meetings 
was  altogether  in  the  English  style.  For  example,  at  the  close  Anti,p.  173. 
of  our  last  meeting,  three  tremendous  cheers  were  ^ven  to 
Douglass,  three  for  Foster,  and  three  for  myself.  Everything  5.  S,  Paskr. 
passed  off  in  the  most  spirited  and  agreeable  manner. 

On  Friday,  we  took  the  steamer  for  Beaver,  on  the  Ohio      Aug.  13. 
River,     .    .    .    and  from  thence  rode  te  New  Brighton  in  an 
omnibus,  some  three  or  four  miles,  accompanied  by  several  of 
our  colored  Pittsburgh  friends  —  J.  B.  Vashonand  son  (George 
B.),  Dr.  Peck,  Dr.  Delaney  (editor  of  the  Mystery,  black  as  jet,     \%°'' 
Vol.  III.— 13 
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Chap.  VII.  and  a  fine  fellow  of  great  enei^y  and  spirit),  and  others — 
1847.  where  we  had  a  most  cordial  welcome  from  Milo  A.  Townsend 
and  his  wife  and  parents,  I>r.  Weaver,  Timothy  White,  etc.,  etc. 
Milo  is  one  of  the  truest  reformers  in  the  land,  and  wields  a 
potent  reformatory  pen,  hut  his  organ  of  hope  ia  not  quite 
large  enough.  There  seems  to  be  no  braneh  of  reform  to  whieb 
he  has  not  given  some  attention. 

New  Brighton  ia  a  small  village  of  eight  hundred  inhabitants, 
but  there  are  several  other  villages  in  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. There  have  been  a  good  many  lectures  on  slavery  given 
in  it  by  oar  leading  anti-slavery  lecturers  sueh  as  Stephen  and 

C.  C.  Bur-  A.  E.  Foster,  Burleigh,  Pillsbury,  Douglass,  etc. ;  but  the  people 
generally  remain  incorrigible.  The  secret  is,  they  are  much 
priest-ridden — thus  conflrming  afresh  the  assertion  of  the 
I.  prophet,  "  like  people,  like  priest."  The  Hicksite  Quakers 
have  a  meeting-house  here,  but  they  are  generally  pro-slavery 
in  spirit.  No  place  could  be  obtained  for  our  meeting  except- 
ing the  upper  room  of  a  large  store,  which  was  crowded  to 
excess,  afternoon  and  evening,  several  hundred  persons  being 
present,  and  many  other  persons  not  being  able  ia  obtain 
admittance.  In  the  evening,  there  were  some  symptoms  of 
pro-slavery  rowdyism  outside  the  building,  but  nothing  beyond 
the  yelling  of  young  men  and  boys.  Over  our  heads  in  the 
room,  were  piled  up  across  the  beams  many  barrels  of  flour ; 
and  while  we  were  speaking,  the  mice  were  busy  in  nibbling  at 
them,  causing  their  contents  to  whiten  some  of  our  dresses,  and 
thinking,  perchance,  that  our  speeches  needed  to  be  a  little 
more  floury.  .  .  .  The  meetings  were  addressed  at  consider- 
able length  by  Douglass  and  myself,  and  also  by  Dr.  Delaney, 
who  spoke  on  the  subject  of  prejudice  against  color  in  a  very 
witty  and  energetic  manner.  Douglass  was  well-nigh  run  down, 
and  spoke  with  much  physical  debility.    ,    .    . 

Saturday  forenoon,  Milo  [Townsend],  Dr.  Peck,  Dr.  Weaver, 
Charles  Sohirras,  and  myself,  ascended  a  very  steep  eminence 
across  the  river,  three  hundred  feet  high,  where  we  had  a 
beautiful  prospect,  reminding  me  somewhat  of  the  view  from 
the  top  of  Mount  Holyoke,  at  Northampton,  though  it  was  not 
so  fine  or  estensive,  of  course.  ...  On  reaching  Mile's 
house,  I  was  thoroughly  tired  out,  and  wet  through  and 
through  by  the  perspiration.  Indeed,  throughout  our  journey, 
the  weather  has  been  uniformly  and  exceedingly  warm,  and  I 
have  been  "  wet  to  the  akin"  neariy  all  the  time.  To  make 
frequent  and  loi^  harangues,  under  such  circumstances,  is 
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quite  overpowering.    I  have  never  perspired  so  mueh  in  my   Chap.  Vli. 
life.    The  quantity  of  water  thus  esuded  throt^h  the  pores  o£        ,^y 
the  slcin  has  astonished  me,  and  I  marvel  that  anytbing  is  left 
of  me  ia  the  shape  of  solid  matter, 

Saturday  aftemoou,  at  4  o'clock,  Dr.  Peck  (he  is  a  fine,  Aug.  14. 
promising  colored  young  man,  son  of  my  old  friead  John 
Peck,  BOW  of  Pittsbui^h,  and  formerly  of  Carlisle),  who  has 
lately  graduated  at  the  Kush  Medical  CoQege  at  Chicago, 
Doi^la^  and  I,  took  passage  for  this  place  (a  distance  of  forty  Youngs- 
nules)  in  a  canal-boat,  it  being  the  first  trip  of  the  kind  I  had  '"^' 
ever  made  on  a  canal.  The  day  was  excessively  hot,  and  on 
the  way  one  of  the  horses  was  almost  melted,  and  came  within 
a  hair's-breadth  of  losing  his  life.  Colored  persons  are  not 
allowed,  usually,  to  sit  at  the  table  at  regular  meals,  even  on 
board  of  these  paltry  eanal-boats,  and  we  expected  to  have 
some  difficulty.  When  the  hour  for  sapper  arrived,  the  cap- 
tain came  to  us,  and  said  he  had  no  objection  to  our  sitting 
down  together,  but  he  did  not  know  hut  some  of  the  passengers 
would  object.  "  We  will  go  and  see,"  said  I,  with  my  feelings 
somewhat  roused.  Happily,  no  objection  was  made.  Berths 
were  also  given  to  ns  all,  but  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  sleep 
in  so  confined  an  atmosphere,  as  the  cabin  was  small  and 
thronged.    The  scenery  on  the  route  was  very  pretty. 

At  4  o'clock  yesterday  morning  (Sunday)  we  arrived  here,      Aug.  15. 
and  immediately  eamo  up  to  the  "  Mansion  House,"  kept  by      tmm^O 
N.  Andrews.    It  is  a  "rum  tavern,"  but  the  landlord  (strange 
to  say)  is  friendly  to  our  cause,  and  generally  entertains  the 
abolition  lecturers  without  charge.    This  world  presents  some 
queer  paradoxes,  and  this  is  one  of  them.    Yesterday,  we  held     Aug,  15. 
three  meetings,  in  a  beautiful  grove,  which  were  well  attended. 
During  the  day,  the  burden  fell  chiefly  upon  me,  as  Douglass 
was  entirely  exhausted  and  voiceless.     I  am  afraid  his  old 
throat  complaint,  the  swelling  of  the  tonsOs,  etc.,  is  upon  him. 
He  left  for  Salem  after  dinner,  aeoompanied  by  Samuel  Brooke,     Gen.  Agtnt 
a  distance  of  forty  miles.    J.  W.  Walker,  S.  S.  Foster,  and  Dr.    ^■'^-^.S. 
Peck  helped  to  fill  up  the  gap  at  the  meetii^s.      To-day,  I      Aug.  is. 
leave  for  New  Lyme  (forty  miles  off),  where  the  annual  meet-      Western 
ing  commences  on  Wednesday,  and  will  continue  for  three  ' 

days.  Thus  far,  I  have  stood  the  fatigues  of  the  tour  better 
than  I  anticipated.  As  yet,  I  have  not  had  a  word  of  intelli- 
gence from  home.    I  trust  you  have  written  to  me  at  Salem. 
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W,  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 


jy^  New  Lyme  [Ohio],  Aug,  20,  1847. 

Auff.  i6.  On  our  way  to  this  place,  we  stopped  on  Monday  night  at 

a  iavem  in  Hartford,  a  place  settled  originally  by  emigrants 
from  Hartford,  Ct,'  In  the  evening,  a.  lecture  was  advertised 
to  be  given  on  PboQOgrapJiy  by  a  Mr.  Alexander  (an  abolition- 
ist), in  the  meeting-house.  Before  the  meeting,  the  lecturer 
and  a  deputation  of  persons  waited  upon  me,  and  urged  me  to 
go  over  and  address  the  assembly  at  least  for  a  few  minutes,  as 
there  was  a  great  curiosity  to  see  me.  I  complied  with  their 
request,  and  spofee  about  fifteen  minutes  in  favor  of  Phonog- 
raphy, and  thus  enabled  the  good  folks  to  take  a  peep  at  the 
"  elephant,"  but  without  his  "  trnuk." 

Aag.  17.  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  this  little  vills^e,  the 

Ntw  Lyme,  p]^gg  selected  for  holding  our  grand  convocation  in  this  State 
—  the  anniversary  of  the  Western  Anti-Slavery  Society.  Just 
after  our  arrival,  a  very  severe  rain-storm  ensued,  aeeompanied 
with  heavy  thunder  and  vivid  lightning.  It  was  TceU  for  our 
clothes,  if  not  for  oar  skins,  that  we  escaped  it.    A  great  change 

Aug.  18.  in  the  weather  at  once  took  place,  and  the  next  day  it  was  so 
cold  that  I  wanted  to  be  sitting  by  a  rousing  fire  to  feel  com- 
fortable. The  clouds  were  dark  and  lowering,  and  it  rained 
more  or  less  frequently  during  the  day.  Our  great  tent,  capable 
of  holding  four  thousand  persons,  which  was  put  up  the  day 
before,  was  blown  down  by  the  vrind  during  the  night,  and,  as 
it  was  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  rain,  it  required  consider- 
able effort  to  erect  it  again. 

Notwithstanding  the  unpropitious  state  of  the  weather,  at  an 
early  hour  vehicles  of  various  descriptions  began  to  pour  into 
the  place  in  great  numbers,  A  small  meetiag-house  or  academy, 
close  to  the  tent,  was  occupied  by  the  Ladies'  Fair,  which  I  have, 
as  yet,  not  found  time  to  visit ;  but,  for  want  of  good  manage- 
ment, I  am  told  it  is  not  likely  to  realize  any  considerable 
amount  of  funds  for  the  cause,  thoi^h  I  believe  they  have  a 
good  variety  of  articles.    "We  held  two  meetings  in  the  tent  on 

Aug.  18.  the  first  day,  which  were  attended  by  a  laige  concourse,  among 
them  some  of  the  choicest  friends  of  oar  cause  in  the  land- — 

Joshaa  R,     ay,  and  choicest  women,  too.    Messrs.  Giddings  and  Tilden, 

^'^'"fs     niembers  of  Congress,  who  have  nobly  battled  for  freedom  in 
Tiidea,      that  body,  were  also  present.    After  the  organization  of  the 

I  Mr.  Garrison  was  now  in  that  north-eastern  part  of  Ohio  knowii  as  the 
(Connecticut)  Western  Reaerve, 
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meeting,  a  poetical  welcome  to  Douglass,  Foster,  and  myself,  Lib.  17:1 
written  by  Benjamin  S.  Jones,  was  sung  witli  exquisite  taste 
and  feeling  by  a  choir,  causing  many  eyes  to  be  moistened 
with  tears.  I  then  addressed  the  great  multitude  at  consid- 
erable length,  and  was  foDowed  by  Douglass  in  a  capital 
speech.  In  the  afternoon,  we  again  occupied  the  most  of  the 
time.  The  interest  manifested,  from  beginning  to  end,  was  of 
the  most  gratifying  character,  and  all  seemed  refreshed  and 
greatly  pleased.  As  the  night  approached,  there  appeared  to 
be  some  symptoms  of  rowdyism,  and  it  became  necessary  for 
some  of  our  friends  to  watch  all  night,  lest  the  tent  should  be 


Yesterday,  all  day,  our  meetings  were  still  more  thronged  —     Au^.  19, 
four  thousand  persons  being  on  the  ground.    The  Disunion        '  *^' 
question  was  the  principal  topic  of  discussion,  the  speakers 
being  Douglass,  Foster,  and  myself,  in  favor  of  Disunion,  and 
Mr.  Giddings  against  it.    Mr.  G.  exhibited  the  utmost  Idadness 
and  generosity  towards  us,  and  alluded  to  me  in  very  handsome 
terms,  as  also  to  Douglass ;  but  hisargomenls  were  very  specious, 
and  I  think  we  had  with  us  the  imderstandiag  and  conscience 
of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  tJiose  who  listened  to  the  debate. 
As  a  large  proportion  of  the  abolitionists  in  this  section  of  the 
country  belong  to  the  Liberty  Party,  we  have  had  to  bring  them 
to  the  same  t«st  of  judgment  as  the  Whigs  and  the  Democrats, 
for  supporting  a  pro-slavery  Constitution ;  but  they  are  gener- 
ally very  candid,  and  incomparably  more  kind  and  friendly  to    Cf.  Lib.  13  : 
us  than  those  of  their  party  at  the  East.  '^*3.  i55- 

To-day  (Friday),  we  shall  close  this  cheering  anniversary ;  Aug  20. 
after  which,  Doaglass  and  I  must  ride  forty  miles  to  attend 
another  convention  at  Painesville,  which  commences  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o'clock ;  at  the  eonolusion  of  which  we  must  take 
another  long  Jaunt,  to  hold  meetings  on  Sunday  at  Munson. 
Our  friends  here  have  so  multiplied  the  meetings  that  not  an 
hour  is  left  us  for  rest.  They  are  unmerciful  to  us,  and  how  we 
are  to  fulfil  all  the  engagements  made,  without  utterly  breaking 
down,  I  do  not  know.  Douglass  is  not  able  to  speak  at  any 
length  without  becoming  very  hoarse,  and,  in  some  cases,  losing 
the  ability  to  make  himself  heard.  This  makes  my  task  the 
more  arduous.  On  the  whole,  I  am  enabled  to  sustain  it  pretty 
well,  and  shall  endeavor  to  act  as  prudently  as  I  can. 

Our  reception  has  been  very  kind.  The  manners  of  thepeople 
are  primitive  and  simple.  The  country,  of  course,  looks  like  a 
newly  settled  one,  as  compared  with  our  New  England  States, 
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.  but  it  is  comparatively  thickly  settled  on  this  Western  Reserve. 
In  regard  to  contributing  money  towards  carrying  forward  our 
cauae,  they  are  not  so  libera)  as  we  are  at  the  Eaat ;  indeed, 
money  here  is  not  usnaUy  plenty,  although  they  have  everything 
else  in  abundance. 

No  quotations  must  be  made  Irom  my  hasty  scrawls  to  you 
for  the  Liberator.  I  have  not  a  moment's  time  to  prepare  any- 
thing fit  for  the  pnbiie  eye,  and  must  refer  our  friends  at  home 
to  the  Biigle  for  information. 

My  best  regards  to  the  Jaeksons,  Mrs.  Meriam,  the  Walleuts, 
and  the  other  dear  friends.  Glad  shall  1  be  when  my  mission 
is  ended. 


Wendell  Phillips  to  Mrs.  Garrison. 

Natick  [Mass,],  Aug.  20  [1847]. 

You  must  not  think  we  have  forgotten  you,  I  ought  to  have 
written  long  ago.  Dear  Ann  has  not  really  been  able,  though  she 
has  talked  of  you,  and  wanted  to  know  this,  that,  and  the  other, 
which  I  was  to  have  found  out  during  my  hurried  visits  to 
Boston,  but,  like  all  husbands,  forgot  the  duty  when  I  got  to 
town.  My  time  has  been  so  hurried  and  filled  that  I  have 
never  been  able  to  get  to  Pine  Street,  but  shall  yet.  Those 
unruly  boys  need  somebody  to  take  them  in  hand.  Get  Francis 
Jackson  or  me  to  box  their  ears  once  or  twice,  and  then  they  11 
begin  to  value  their  non-resistant  mother  and  father, 

Ann  has  been  very  poorly  ever  since  we  left  Boston  —  when 
one  pain  ceases,  another  begins,  and  sometimes  they  are  not 
even  Mnd  enough  to  wait  thus  for  each  other,  but  very  impo- 
litely come  two  at  once.  This  week,  toothache  even  compelled 
her  to  the  horrid  task  of  coming  into  Boston.  We  shall  return 
to  little  noisy,  sunny,  dusty,  cosy,  dirty,  snug  Essex  Street  very 
early  —  sometime  in  September, 

Now  for  the  "Pioneer."  Does  he  do  his  duty  and  write 
you  every  other  day?  I  'm  afraid  not.  I  've  no  doubt  the 
jaunt  will  do  his  health  good.  He  '11  go  dancing  along,  and 
forget  Yerrinton,  types,  proofs  and  all  —  buying  dozens  of 
newspapers  at  every  depot  so  as  to  imagine  he  is  enjoying  the 
delight  of  looking  over  exchanges ;  but,  alas,  he  can't  cut  oat 
scraps  as  he  does  at  home  —  for  you  to  —  bom.    ,    .    . 

You  must  not  add  to  yovu'  other  cares  that  of  writing  to  ns, 
but  if  those  girls  are  ever  qniet  —  boys,  I  know,  give  no  trouble 
—  and  you  should  find  a  leisure  fifteen  minut«s,  we  would 
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welcome  a  letter  —  not,  though,  if  you  are  going  to  give  orders  "chap,  vil 
that  I  should  not  see  it.     That  I  call  abomiaable !  jg"^. 

How  deUghted  Garrison  will  be  to  hear  of  Geo.  Thompson  in 
Parliament.!    Tell  your  Geo.  he  must  get  up  early  to  keep  up     c.  T.  G. 
with  his  great  namesake ;  and  you  may  add  to  Wendy,  that  I      W.  F.  G. 
shall  end  in  being  aothingr,  and  we  look  to  him  to  exert  himself 
and  keep  up  the  honor  of  the  name. 

Ann  hopes  Elizabeth  has  done  well  and  yoa  've  got  many      E.  P.  G. 
garments  made.     She  hears  through  Mrs.  Gamaut  {just  re-    Eliia  Gm- 
tumed  from  the  South),  that  "  there  never  was  sueh  a  woman 
as  Mrs.  Garrison,"  etc.,  etc.    .    ,     .    Well,  I  partly  beheve  it! 
Eememher  us  to  W,  L.  G,  when  you  write,  and  believe  us  very 
afEectionately  yours, 

Ann  and  Wendell  Phillips. 


TT.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Richfield,  Ohio,  Aug.  25,  1847.       l 

Our  great  anniversary  meeting  closed  at  New  Lyme  on  i 
Friday,  the  20th  instant.  The  discussions  of  the  last  day 
were  of  a  spirited  character,  and  up  to  the  last  hour  the  ' 
audience  was  immense.  We  adjourned  at  half-past  2  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  and  were  then  busily  engaged  for  some  time  in  shaking 
hands  and  bidding  farewell  to  a  host  of  friends.  When  the 
dense  mass  moved  off  in  their  long  array  of  vehicles,  dispersing 
in  every  direction  to  their  several  homes,  some  a  distance  of 
ten,  others  of  twenty,  others  of  forty,  others  of  eighty,  and 
others  of  a  hundred  miles,  it  was  a  wonderful  spectacle.  One 
man  (colored)  rode  three  hundred  nules  on  horseback  to  be  at 
the  meeting ! 

After  taking  some  refreshment,  we  left  New  Lyme  about  4 
o'clock  for  Painesville,  passing  through  Austinburg,  and  taking 
supper  at  the  house  of  Cornelia  and  Betsey  Cowles's  brother, 
where  we  had  a  hearty  welcome.  The  girls  arrived  with  Doug- 
lass soon  after  we  did,  who  remained  under  their  roof  untU  the 
nest  morning,  when  he  rode  over  to  Painesville.  The  girls 
are  very  line  singers,  especially  Cornelia,  and  we  sang  together 
a  number  of  songs  before  we  left.  Dr.  Peck  ,  ,  .  was  my 
companion  —  Mr,  Jackson,  a  colored  citizen  of  P.,  carrying  us 
in  his  two-horse  vehicle  to  the  house  of  Deacon  Horace  Ensign 

1  Thompson,  was  electedfromtlie  LondoD  district  of  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
on  a  platform  oalllng  for  lie  aepacatton  of  Chureli  and  State,  free  trade, 
universal  suffrage,  etc.  (Lii.  17 :  50,  126, 138). 
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Chap.  VII.  at  MadisOD,  where  we  arrived  between  10  and  11  o'clock  at 
;^y  night.  The  deacon  had  invited  us  at  New  Lyme  to  spend  the 
night  at  his  house,  but  had  retired  with  his  family  to  rest,  sup- 
poaingr  we  had  concluded  to  stop  in  Austinburg.  He,  and  his 
son  and  dai^hter,  soon  made  their  appearance,  and  about  mid- 
night all  was  quiet  again.  The  deacon  is  a  Liberty  Party  man, 
but  very  kind  and  hearty  in  his  feelings  towards  us,  and  his 
house  is  always  open  to  anti-slavery  lecturers  and  runaway 
slaves. 
Aug,  21.  After  breakfast,  the  nest  morning,  we  rode  to  Paineaville, 

'^''^'  Lake  County  (within  three  miles  of  Lake  Erie),  arriving  at 
10  o'clock.  It  is  a  very  pleasant  and  well-built  village,  the 
prettiest  and  most  populous  of  any  that  we  have  yet  seen— 
containing  about  1500  inhabitants.  The  Telegraph,  a  Whig 
paper,  is  the  only  paper  printed  in  it.  The  pohtics  of  the  place 
are  strongly  Whig.  The  same  remark  applies  to  nearly  every 
town  and  village  on  the  Western  Reserve.^  Not  having  been 
invited  to  stop  with  any  one  at  P,,  we  went  to  Higley's  tavern 
to  brush  off  the  dost,  wash  om-selves,  and  prepare  for  the  meet- 
ing. The  landlord  came  out  and  took  off  our  luggage,  suppos- 
ing that  Dr.  Peek  was  Mr.  Douglass.  1  requested  hira  to  show  us 
a  chamber,  and  he  did  so,  without  saying  a  word.  As  soon  as 
he  left  us,  I  said  to  my  friend  Peck,  "  Dr.,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
from  the  looks  of  the  landlord,  that  oar  company  is  not  desir- 
able here."  In  a  few  minutes  a  person  came  into  our  room, 
sajing  that  his  name  was  Briggs  —  that  he  was  the  brother  of 
Geo.  N.  the  present  Governor  of  Massachusetts  —  that  he  had  taken 
Sri£s^.  jjjg  Uberty  of  introducing  himself  to  ns  in  consequence  of  a 
conversation  he  had  just  had  with  the  landlord,  who  declared 
to  him  that  no  nigger  could  be  allowed  to  sit  at  his  table,  and 
that  if  any  such  attempt  were  made,  there  would  be  a  muss  — 
not  that  he  had  any  objection  himself,  but  his  boarders  would 
not  allow  it.  A  genuine  specimen  of  American  democratic. 
Christian  colorphobia.  Mr.  Briggs  invited  us  to  his  house,  and 
we  accordingly  left  the  tavern.  Our  meeting  was  convened  in 
a  grove  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  several  hundred  persons 
were  present.  Gen.  Paine,  a  lawyer  (Liberty  Party),  presided. 
Tbeday  was  fine,  and  the  attention  given  was  all  that  we  could 

F.  Dosffks!.   desire.    Most  of  the  day's  talking  devolved  on  me.    Frederick's 
voice  was  much  impaired,  and  he  had  to  have  a  bad  tooth 
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estraeted  during  the  meeting.    I  took  dinner  at  G-eu.  Paine's   Chap,  vii, 
with  a  company  o£  Mends,  and  at  the  close  of  the  afternoon        j^ 
meeting  I  went  home  to  spend  the  night  witli  J.  Gillet,  a  true 
friend  of  onr  cause,  and  was  very  hospitably  treated. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Mr.  Gillet  carried  me  to  Munson  (four-  Aug.  22. 
teen  miles),  withhis  wife  and  another  lady,  in  his  oarryaJl.  The 
ride  was  a  charming  one,  during  which  I  discussed  aU  sorts  o£ 
theological  questions  with  Mrs.  Gillet,  a  lady  of  considerable 
quickness  of  inteDect.  On  arriving  at  Munson,  we  saw  the 
great  Oberlin  tent  in  a  distant  field  ;  but  no  yUlage  was  to  be 
seen,  and  only  here  and  there  a  solitary  log  cabin.  "  Strange," 
said  I  to  myseJf,  "  that  our  friends  should  pitch  tbeir  tent  in 
such  a  place.  From,  whence  are  we  to  get  our  audience  ? " 
But,  on  going  to  the  spot,  1  found  a  large  company  already 
assembled,  and  in  a  short  time  the  vast  tent  was  densely 
filled,  eyen  to  overflowing;  so  that  the  multitude  was  greater 
than  we  had  even  at  New  Lyme  1  It  was  a  grand  and  impos- 
ing spectacle.  Poor  Frederick  was  still  unwell,  and  could  only  f. Douglass. 
say  a  few  words  in  the  forenoon ;  and  in  the  afternoon  he 
absented  himself  altogether  from  the  meeting,  and  put  a  wet 
bandage  round  his  throat.  This  threw  the  labor  mainly  upon 
me,  though  our  sterling  friends  8.  S.  Foster  and  J.  W. 
Walker  made  long  and  able  speeches,  whieh  aided  me  consider- 
ably. The  enthusiasm  was  general  and  very  gn'eat.  We  con- 
tinued our  meeting  through  the  nest  day,  with  a  large  and  most  Aug.  23, 
intelligent  audience,  and  made  a  powerful  impression.  Doug-  ^^^'  - 
lass  was  much  improved,  and  spoke  with  inimitable  humor, 
showing  up  the  reli^on  of  the  Soath  in  particular,  and  of  the 
country  in  general.  At  the  close.  Dr.  Richmond  (one  of  oiir 
most  intelligent  and  active  come-outers,  last  from  the  Liberty 
Party)  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  strongly  commendatory 
to  Douglass  and  myself,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  & 
tremendous  "  Ay  1 " —  after  which  sis  cheers  were  given  in  the 
heartiest  manner.  Altogether,  it  was  the  most  interesting  meet- 
ing I  have  ever  attended  in  this  oountry.     .    .     . 

Monday  afternoon,  we  all  started  for  Twinsbui^,  [Samuel]  Aug.  23. 
Brooke  and  I  coming  by  the  way  of  Chagrin  Falls  village, 
.  .  .  and  Douglass,  Foster,  etc.,  going  by  the  way  of  Bain- 
bridge.  In  the  morning  we  rode  over  to  Twinsbm^,  where  we  As^.  24. 
found  collected  in  a  beautiful  grove  about  a  thousand  persons, 
whom  Douglass  and  I  addressed  at  great  length,  both  forenoon 
and  afternoon.  Douglass  almost  surpassed  himself.  It  was  a 
most  gratifying  occasion  to  aU,  and  a  good  work  was  done.    We 
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.  were  all  hospitably  entertained  by  a  stanch  abolitionist,  Ezra 
Clark,  a  subscriber  to  the  Liberator.  As  at  New  Lyme,  Paines- 
ville,  Munson,  and  other  places,  multitudes  crowded  around  us 
to  give  us  their  blessing  and  God-speed,  and  to  express  the 
strong  gratification  they  felt  to  see  us  in  the  flesh.  A  .great 
many  anti-slavery  publications  were  sold,  subscribers  obtained 
for  newspapers,  etc.,  eto.  Before  dark  we  left  for  this  place,  at 
which  to  tarrj'  overnight  at  the  house  of  Deacon  Ellsworth,  on 
our  way  t«  Oberhn. 

To-day  is  commencement  day  at  0.,  and  we  shall  leave  here 
soon  after  breakfast,  hoping  to  arrive  at  O.  in  season  for  the 
afternoon  exercises.  I  have  long  desired  to  see  Oberlin,  but  do 
not  expect  to  accomplish  much  in  that  place,  as  we  are  to  have 
only  one  day's  meeting  (to-morrow),  and  a  good  deal  of  preju- 
dice is  cherished  against  me  on  account  of  my  "  infidehty  "  and 
"  come-outerism."  We  are  prepared,  however,  to  give  onrtesti- 
mony,  both  in  regard  to  the  Church  and  State,  whatever  may 
be  thought  or  said  of  us. 

W.  L.  Oarrison  to  his  Wife. 

Obeklin,  Aug.  28,  1847. 
You  know  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Institution  in 
Oberlin,  I  took  a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare,  particularly  on 
aeeount  of  its  springing  np  in  a  wilderness,  only  thirteen  years 

,  since,  throagh  the  indomitable  and  sublime  spirit  of  freedom 
by  which  the  seceding  students  of  Lane  Seminary  were  actuated. 

.  When  Messrs.  Keep  and  Dawes  went  over  to  England,  a  few 
years  since,  to  obtain  pecuniary  aid  in  itsbehalf  from  the  friends 
of  a  freedom-giving  Christianity,  I  commended  them  to  the  con- 
fidence and  liberality  of  all  British  abohtionists ;  and  while  in 
that  country  with  them  in  1840, 1  did  what  I  could  to  faeihtat« 
their  mission.  Oberlin  has  done  much  for  the  reUeE  of  the  flying 
fugitives  from  the  Southern  prison-house,  mnltitudes  of  whom 
have  found  it  a  refuge  from  their  pursuers,  and  been  fed,  clad, 
sheltered,  comforted,  and  kindly  assisted  on  their  way  out  of 
this  horrible  land  to  Canada.  It  has  also  promoted  the  cause  of 
emancipation  in  various  ways,  and  its  church  refuses  to  be  con- 
nected with  any  slaveholding  or  pro-slavery  church  by  religious 
fellowship,  though  it  is  said  to  be  involved  in  ecclesiastical  and 
political  relations  which  impair  the  strength  of  its  testimony, 
and  diminish  the  power  of  its  example.  From  these,  if  they 
exist,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  wholly  extricated  ere  long,  as 
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light  increases  and  duty  is  made  manifest.    So  thoroughly  has   Chap.  Vli. 
the  poison  of  slavery  circulated  tbrough  every  vein  and  arterj'        j^^ 
of  this  nation  that  it  infects  every  part  of  the  body  politic, 
whether  reli^ously  or  poetically  considered. 

The  desire  that  I  had  long  cherished  to  visit  Oberlin  was     Aii^.  26, 
gratified  on  Thursday  last.    In  company  with  Douglass,  Foster,   s.  S.  Poster, 
Walker,  and  the  indefatigable  General  Agent  of  the  Western       w^er 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  Samuel  Brooke,  I  arrived  in  season  to 
attend  the  exercises  of  the  graduating  class  in  theology.    The 
number  of  persons  present  was  immense— not  less  than  four 
thousand.     The  meeting-house  is  as  spacious  as  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle  in  New  York,  but  much  better  arranged.     Two  of 
tti©  graduates  took  occasion,  in  their  addresses,  to  denounce 
"  the  fanaticism  of  Come-outerism  and  Disunionism,"  and  to 
make  a  thrnst  at  those  who,  in  the  guise  of  anti-slavery,  tem- 
perance, etc.,  are  endeavoring  to  promote  "  infidelity" !    Prof. 
Finney,  in  his  address  to  the  graduates,  gave  them  some  very     C.  G.  Fin- 
good  advice  — telling  them  that  denouncing  Come-onterism,  on        "'''' 
the  one  hand,  or  talting  about  the  importance  of  preserving 
harmony  and  union  in  the  church,  on  the  other,  would  avail 
them  nothing.     They  must  go  heartily  into  all  the  reforms  of 
the  age,  and  be  "anti-devil  all  over" — and  if  they  were  not 
ready  to  do  this,  he  advised  them  to  go  to  the  workshop,  the 
farm,  or  anywhere  else,  rather  than  into  the  ministry.    This  was 
talking  very  plainly  —  but  if  those  young  men  should  attempt 
to  cany  his  advice  into  practice,  where  could  they  hope  to  find 
congregations  and  salaries  ? 

Yesterday,  at  10  o'clock,  we  began  our  meetings  in  the  ehurch     Au^.  27, 
—  nearly  three  thousand  persons  in  attendance.    Another  was        '^*''' 
held  in  the  afternoon,  another  in  the  evening, — and  this  fore-      A«^.  28. 
noon  we  have  had  another  long  session.    Douglass  and  myselE 
have  done  nearly  all  the  talking,  on  our  side,  friend  Foster 
saying  but  little.    The  principal  topics  of  discussion  have  been 
Come-oiit«rism  from  the  Church  and  the  State.    Pres.  Mahan  Asa  Uahan. 
entered  into  the  debate  in  favor  of  the  "U.  S.  Constitution  as  an 
anti-slavery  instrument,  and,  consequently,  of  the  Liberty  Party. 
He  was  perfectly  respeetftU,  and  submitted  to  our  interrogations 
with  good  temper  and  courtesy.    As  a  disputant,  he  is  adroit 
and  plausible,  but  neither  vigorous  nor  profound.    I  shall  say 
nothing  about  my  visit  here,  for  the  pubhc  eye,  until  my  return. 
What  impression  we  made  at  OberlLn,  I  cannot  say ;  but  I  was 
abimdantly  satisfied  as  to  the  apparent  effect.    I  think  our  visit 
was  an  important  one,  aad  very  timely  withal.    Douglass  and 
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Chap,  viL    I  liave  been  hospitably  entertained  by  Hamilton  Hill,  the  Treas- 
j^_         urer  of  the  Institution,  aa  English  gentteraan,  who  formerly 
resided  in  London,  and  is  well  aecfuainted  with  George  Thomp- 
son and  other  anti-slavery  friends.    He  is  a,  very  worthy  man, 
and  his  lady  is  an  amiable  woman.    .    .   .   We  dined  yesterday 
Timotkj,  B.    with  Prof.  Hudson,  and  were  invited  to  dine  with'Pres.  Mahan 
j^^^y.    to-day,  bnt  conld  not  afford  the  time.     Prof.  Morgan  called  to 
gan.         see  as,  but  my  old  friend  James  A,  Thome  has  given  us  "the 
ArUe.T.:^%^\   go-by"— why,  I  do  not  know.     Among  others  with  whom  I 
"'3^7-       have  become  acquainted  is  Miss  Lucy  Stone,  who  has  just 
graduated,  and  yesterday  left  for  her  home  in  Brookfleld, 
Mass.    She  is  a  very  superior  young  woman,  and  haa  a  soul 
as  free  as  the  air,  and  is  preparing  to  go  forth  as  a  lecturer, 
particularly  in  vindication  of    the  rights  of    woman.      Her 
course  here  has  been  very  firm  atid  independent,  and  she  has 
caused  no  small  uneasiness  \ia  the  spirit  of  sectarianism  in  the 
Institution. 
But  I  must  throw  down  my  pen,  as  the  carriage  is  at  the 
Aug.  38.      door,  to  take  us  to  Richfield,  where  we  are  to  have  a  large 
Lii.  ij-.zSs.    meeting  to-day  under  the  Oberlin  tent,  which  is  capable  of 
holding  four  thousand  persons. 

Sunday  Salem,  Sept.  5,  IMT. 

J.  Eliiaitih       ^^""^  -'■  *™'  tinder  the  roof  of  Benj,  S.  and  E.  Jones,i  -vrith  a 

Jones.       company  below  stairs  singing  a  variety  of  songs  and  hymns— 

the  Cowlesfes],  from  Austinburg  —  white  I  am  trying  to  do, 

what  I  have  in  vain  sov^ht  to  do  since  I  was  at  OberUn  —  and 

that  is,  to  finish  this  letter. 

Our  meetings  at  Biehfleld  were  eminently  successful  —  five 
thousand  present,  and  the  weather  superb.  We  held  six  meet- 
ings in  alL  Stopped  with  Dea.  Ellsworth,  a  eome-outer.  From 
thence  we  went  to  Medina,  and  held  two  meetings  in  the  court- 
house, which  was  filled  with  an  inteUigent  audience.  The  effect 
produced,  good.  We  nest  went  to  Massillon,  and  held  three 
meetings  in  the  Tremont  Hall,  to  a  respectable  and  deeply 
interested  assembly.  Stopped  with  R.  H.  Folger,  a  talented 
lawyer  and  good  abolitionist,  and  a  relation  of  Luoretia  Mott. 
Nest  we  went  to  Leesbm^,  the  residence  of  J.  W.  Walker— a 
long  and  tedious  ride.     Stopped  on  the  way  overnight  at  a 

1  At  this  lime,  and  for  two  years  longer,  editors  of  the  Aitti-Siavei-y 
Buffle,  being  suMeeded  by  Oliver  Johnson  fZib.  19  ;  102).  Mr.  Jones  had 
a  poeti<?  knack,  sometimes  happily  employed  in  characterization  of  his  anti- 
slaverj  colleagues  (ante,  p.  197). 
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tavern  in  Zoar,  a  place  owned  by  an  association  of  German       Noyess 
communists  and  highly  improved.    We  held  several  meetings  ^j^'  4"^' 
at  Leesburg  —  attendance  small,  bnt  mach  interest  manifested 
on  the  part  of  those  present.    A  Methodist  priest  wished  to 
know  whether  I  believed  in  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible.    Thia 
led  to  a  rich  scene.     Stopped  with  Mr.  MiUisaelt,  an  old  sub- 
scriber to  the  Liberator,  who  has  a  beautiful  situation.    On  the 
way  from  Leesbu]^  to  this  place,  stopped  for  the  night  at  a 
miserable  tavern  in  Augusta,  and  arrived  here  yesterday  mom-       Sefi.  4, 
ing,  and  had  the  happiness  to  obtain  a  letter  from  you,  givir^        ^  '^''' 
me  the  assurance  of  all  being  well  at  home.     Of  course,  I  de- 
voured every  word  of  it  greedily. 

We  have  held  four  immense  meetings  here  —  two  yesterday  Sulem,  o. 
and  two  to-day  — Ave  thousand  jjcrsons  on  the  ground.  Our 
friends  are  in  the  best  possible  spirits.  The  tide  of  anti-slavery 
is  rising  daily.  Everything  looks  eneooraging.  This  afternoon, 
while  a  vast  concourse  was  assembled  in  the  tent,  jnsfi  as  I 
had  concluded  my  speech,  a  thunder-storm  broke  upon  us,  and 
the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents,  giving  us  all  a  pretty  thorough 
baptism;  but  the  people  would  not  disperse,  and  we  looked 
the  storm  out  of  countenance,  and  wound  up  gloriously,  Onr 
dear  friends  James  and  Lueretia  Mott  are  here — Lucretia  has 
spoken  twice  from  our  platform,  and  wiU  go  with  us  to  other 
places.  To-morrow  we  leave  for  New  Lisbon — onTuesdayand  Sept. 6. 7. s. 
Wednesday  we  must  be  at  Warren  —  on  Thursday  and  Friday  ^-  ^°'  "'  '^' 
at  Eavenna  —  on  Saturday  and  Sujiday  at  Cleveland  —  and 
then  farewell  to  Ohio !  My  health  is  good,  but  I  am  excessively 
jaded  oat.    Write  to  me  at  Syracuse.    Love  to  everybody. 


W.  L.  Garrison  to  Ms  'Wife. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Sept.  18, 1847. 
The  bitterwith  the  sweet — the  thorn  with  the  rose.  Here  I 
am  —  on  my  back;  of  course,  "  looking  up,"  literally.  leame 
to  this  place  just  a  week  ago  (with  Douglass)  to  complete  my 
mission  to  Ohio,  expecting  to  leave  for  Buffalo  on  Monday. 
Our  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  large  Advent  Chapel,  and  was 
densely  crowded,  hundreds  not  being  able  to  gain  admittance. 
Stmday  forenoon,  we  held  another  crowded  meeting  in  the  same 
place ;  in  the  afternoon,  to  accommodate  the  throng,  we  went 
into  a  pleasant  grove,  where  we  addressed  a  large  auditory.  The 
effect  produced  at  all  these  meetings  seemed  to  be  excellent. 
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VII.  Unfortunately  for  me,  the  atmosphere  in  the  grove  was  damp, 
and  it  sprinkled  occasionally  during  the  meetJng— the  clouds 
being  very  dark  and  lowering.  But  this,  in  itself,  was  a  very- 
trifling  circumstance.  My  labors,  for  the  last  four  weeks,  had 
been  excessive — in  severity  far  exceeding  anything  in  my 
eaperience.  Too  much  work  was  laid  out  for  both  Douglass 
and  myself,  to  be  completed  in  so  short  a  time ;  yet  it  was 
natural  that  our  Ohio  friends  should  wish  to  "  make  the 

12.  of  us"  tchilst  we  were  in  their  hands.     Sunday  night  was  a 

13.  very  restless  one  to  me,  and  on  Monday  morning  I  arose 
ing  as  if  my  labors  in  Western  New  York  must  be  dispensed 
with.  My  brain  was  terribly  oppressed  and  highly  inflamed 
— my  system  full  of  pain— my  tongue  began  to  give  symptoms 
of  a  fever  that  might  be  more  or  less  protracted — and  I  fell 
indescribably  wretched.  In  an  hour,  as  it  were,  I  was  j 
crushed  man — helpless  as  an  infant.  During  the  day  I  w£ 
to  the  bed  to  which  I  am  still  confined.  ...  In  the  ev€ 
ing,  feeling  it  would  be  imprudent  longer  to  tamper  with  so 
determined  a  foe,  I  sent  for  Dr.  Williams,  a  skilful  homceo- 
pathic  physician,  and  gave  myself  unreservedly  to  his  care. 
My  case  he  soon  ascertained  to  be  that  of  a  bihous,  intermitteni 

14.  type,  with  a  tendency  to  typhoid.  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday  were  days  of  great  restlessness,  distress,  and  anxiety ; 
the  fever  was  upon  me  in  its  strength  ;  not  a  moment's  sleep 
could  I  realize,  day  or  night.    It  reminded  me  o£  my  scarlatina 

5.  71.   sickness,  though  it  was  not  quite  so  dreadful  as  that. 

17.  Yesterday,  I  began  to  feel  better,  and  have  since  been 

improving  up  to  the  present  hour.  I  am  now  decidedly  con- 
valescent, though  stiU  esceediagly  weak,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
In  the  course  of  another  week,  I  expect  to  be  so  far  recovered 
as  to  leave  for  home.  Eight  hundred  miles  is  the  distance  which 
separates  U3  —  200  by  steam  across  Late  Erie,  and  600  miles  by 
railroad  from  BufEalo  to  Boston.  This  would  be  formidable 
indeed  without  the  power  of  steam. 

Now,  my  dear,  I  have  given  you  the  worst  of  the  case,  that 
you  may  have  no  scope  left  for  the  imagination.  Possibly  you 
may  see  the  following  paragraph,  which  appeared  (very  impra- 

17,      dently  indeed)  yesterday  in  the  Tr«e  Democrat  ; 

"Mr.  Garrison  was  so  unwell  aato  be  iinsWe  to  proeeeil  to  Bnffalo  with 
lai        his  friends  on  Monday  last.     He  is  now  at  Mr.  Jonea'a,  quite  low  with  the 
'■'■        billons  fever.    Visitors  are  prohibited  by  hia  physician  from  calling  upon 
him," 

It  is  true  that,  for  a  day  or  two  (so  numerous  were  the  calls 
upon  me),  Dr.  Williams  forbade  visitors  coming  to  my  room,  bnt 
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this  was  only  a  wise  injimotion.    As  my  case  is  becoming  known,    Chap,  vii, 
it  naturally  brings  itt  many  persons,  both  from  the  city  and        j^^ 
neighboring  villages,  to  make  inquiries  after  my  health.    Ben- 
jamin and  J.  Elizabeth  Jones  of  Salem  have  been  to  see  me; 
so  has  a  sister  of  S.  S.  Foster,  who  is  residing  here.     Geoi^e 
Bradbumisadailyvisitor  at  my  bedside.    Everybody  is  kindly 
offering  me  all  needed  assistance.     Fortimately,  I  am  in  one  of 
the  best  families  in  the  world,i  and  hare  everything  done  for  me, 
by  day  and  by  night,  that  you  eould  desire,    I  miss  nothing, 
need  nothing,  but  your  dear  presence  and  that  of  the  darUng 
children.     God  preserve  you  al!  from  harm.    A  thousand  kisses 
for  them  —  as  many  for  you  —  on  my  return.     Should  you  have 
written  to  me  at  Syracuse,  I  shall  get  the  letter,  as. I  intend  to 
spend  a  day  with  dear  8.  J.  May.    Doi^lass  left  here  on  Tues-      Sipi,  14. 
day  noon. 

Your  improving  husband. 

Nothing  but  the  indiscreet  newspaper  report  of  Mr. 
Garrison's  condition  eould  have  justified  his  putting  pen 
to  paper  at  this  stage  of  the  disease.    The  relief  which  it 
brought  to  his  distracted  wife  was  followed  by  a  fortnight 
of  acute  anxiety  before  her  husband's  recovery  could 
positively  be  announced.    On  October  4  he  was  able  to  lh.-lt.z&z. 
dictate  letters,  but  was  still  confined  to  Ms  bed,  which  he     ms.  oa. 
did  not  leave  till  October  13.     On  the  following  day  he     T^'J.^ir- 
was  joined  by  Henry  C.  Wright,  who  had  returned  from    ''^^''q 
Europe  in  September,  and,  hearing  in  Boston  first  on  Zi*.  17:151, 
October  8  of  hia  Mend's  condition,  had  travelled  as  fast        '^^' 
as  the  elements  would  permit  to  bis  bedside.    On  the  18th 
the  sickman,  after  five  weeks  of  prostration,  duringwhich 
his  life  had  hung  in  the  balance,  was  able  to  drive  out.       Lid.  17:175. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Cleveland,  Oct.  19, 18i7.  ^^_ 

I  am  going  to  try  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  "  with  my  own 
hand,"  as  Paul  says ;  but  whether  I  sball  succeed,  or  not,  is 
at  least  problematical.  My  hand  is  unsteady,  and  I  am  too 
weak  as  yet  to  make  an  efEort  of  any  kind  without  considerable 
dif&oulty. 

le  future  Senator  Jones 
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The  arrival  in  Cleveland  of  dear  H.  C.  Wright  took  me  ahnost 
as  much  by  surpriae  as  if  he  had  deaeendedfrom  the  clouds.  Of 
course,  I  was  very  deeply  affected  by  his  presence ;  but  though 
my  heart  leaped  to  see  him,  I  almost  felt  to  regret  that  a  few 
dear  friends  had  taxed  themselves  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
his  long  journey  from  Boston  to  this  city.  Bat  it  is  another 
instance  of  their  uabounded  kindneas  to  me,  and  it  presses  upon 
my  heart  somewhat  heavily.  I  am  so  g-lad  that  you  did  not 
come  with  him,  much  as  I  yearn  to  see  you ;  for,  under  all  the 
eiroumstaneee,  it  would  have  been  not  only  a  useless  and  expen- 
sive, but  a  very  imprudent  act.  Indeed,  at  no  stage  of  my 
ilhiess  did  I  deem  it  at  all  advisable  to  send  for  you.  I  am 
specially  glad,  therefore,  that  you  deemed  it  not  beat  to  come 
at  this  late  period,  during  my  convalescence.  But  my  heart's 
overflowing  gratitude  to  those  generous  friends  who  offered  to 
defray  all  the  espenses  of  your  journey ! 

On  another  account,  nothing  could  have  been  more  opportune 
than  the  journey  of  H.  C.  W.  at  this  time.  The  great  National 
Liberty  Party  Convention  will  meet  at  Buffalo  to-morrow  and 
next  day,  and  the  occasion  will  doubtless  be  one  of  tremendous 
interest  and  excitement.  There  will,  I  think,  be  a  complete  blow- 
up of  the  party.  In  order  that  we  may  have  a  correct  report  of 
ita  proceedings,  and  "gather  up  the  fragments  that  nothing 
may  be  lost,"  I  have  urged  Henry  (as  there  is  really  nothing  for 
him  to  do  here)  to  go  to  BiifEalo,  and  there  watch  the  Conven- 
tion as  a  cat  does  a  mouse,  allowing  nothing  to  escape,  and 
putting  down  in  his  note-boob  everything  worth  recording. 
Dislildiig  to  part  from  me,  he  at  first  hesitated ;  but,  seeing  the 
importance  of  having  that  body  looked  after,  he  conseuted  to 
go,  and  accordingly  took  the  steamer  this  forenoon  for  Buffalo 
(aecompaniedbySam'lBrooke,  whoiaalso  going  onto  Boston), 
where  he  will  remain  until  my  arrival  at  B.,  which  I  trust  will 
be  in  all  this  week. 

You  win  be  glad  to  hear  that  I  rode  out  yesterday,  and  enjoyed 
the  ride,  and  also  to-day  with  benefit.  I  am  now  only  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  8,  S.  Foster,  who  expects  to  be  here  on  Thurs- 
day, when,  if  the  weather  be  fair,  we  shall  leave  on  Friday  for 
Buffalo.  In  the  cotirae  of  a  fortnight  from  this  date,  I  hope  to 
embrace  you  and  the  children  in  my  arms, 

I  have  lost  twenty  pounds  of  flesh  by  my  illness,  and  am 
C[uit«  thin  and  weak.  This  effort  has  been  most  exhausting  to 
me.    I  must  stop.    Best  regards  to  all. 

Your  weary  but  loving  husband. 
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W.  L.  Garrison  to  Ms  Wife. 

Cleveland,  Oct.  30, 1847.  MS. 

As  on.  a  previous  occasion,  I  receiyed  a  letter  from  you  last 
evening  only  an  hour  or  two  after  I  had  mailed  one  for  you.  It 
came  quite  unexpectedly,  and  its  contents  were  of  a  comforting 
ebaraoter.  To  be  assured  that  all  is  well  at  home,  and  that  you 
lack  for  nothing,  is  a  very  great  relief  to  my  mind.  0,  the  bless- 
ing of  health  !  It  is  seldom  appreciated  until  it  is  taken  from  us. 
I  hope  to  prize  it,  hereafter,  more  highly  than  I  have  hitherto 

The  kind  and  unceasing  attentions  of  our  esteemed  friends, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walleut,!  to  which  you  gratefully  allude,  certainly 
demand  of  me  the  liveliest  expressions  of  thankfulness.  These 
you  will  proffer  to  them.  Our  indebtedness  to  them  isvery  great, 
and  ever  increasing. 

You  also  refer  to  the  kind  and  efloient  assistance  rendered  by 
Mrs.  Gamaut.    She  is  one  of  ttie  ministering  spirits  of  Love  and    EUia  Gar- 
n  this  world  —  too  rare,  alas !  ^ —  and  but  for  whom  the  La  ik-^lti 
dreary  aspect  indeed.   Give  her  my  warm- 
est remembrances.     .     .     . 

I  cannot  specify  tbe  friends  to  whom  I  desire  to  be  affection- 
ately remembered.    None  of  them  are  forgotten. 

It  is  a  most  painful  effort  for  me  to  write.  This  short  letter 
has  cost  me  the  labor  of  hours. 

P.  8. — H.  C.  Wright  will  accompany  me  as  far  as  Albany,  and 
from  thence  go  to  Philadelphia.  8.  S.  Foster  will  go  with  tne  as 
far  as  Worcester ;  and  Sam'l  Brooke  will  go  with  me  all  the  way 
through  to  Boston.    Tou  must  have  a  bed  ready  for  him.^ 

Is  it  not  straoge  that  Douglass  has  not  written  a  single  line  to 
me,  orto  anyone  in  this  place,  inquiring  after  my  healtli,  since  he 
left  me  on  abed  of  ilhiess?^    jt  will  also  greatly  surprise  our 

IRobertF.  Wallcat  faBie,  3;422)  wrb  now  the  General  Agent  of  tte  £i6- 
f/rabtf,  suoeeeding  Henry  W.  WilUams  (IaK  16  :  30). 

S  In  the  end,  Mr.  Wright,  instead  of  Mr.  Brooke,  made  the  through  jonr- 
ney  with  Mr.  Gtirrison  (MS.  Oct.  26, 1347,  "W.  L.  G.  to  H.  B.  G.)- 

3  S.  J.  May  wrote  from  Waterloo  to  Mr.  Gamson  (Ma  Oct  8,  1847) : 
"  Frederick  Douglass  was  very  mach  troubled  that  he  djd  not  get  any  tid- 
ings from  you  when  he  reached  Syracuse  on  the  24th  of  September.  He 
left  you  reluctuntlj,  yet  IhinMiigtliat  you  would  follow  on  in  a  da,y  or  two; 
and  S£  he  did  not  get  any  word  from  you  at  Waterloo,  nor  at  Anbum,  lie 
was  almost  anre  he  should  meet  you  at  my  house.  His  conntananee  fell, 
and  his  heart  f^ed  Mm,  when  he  found  me  likewise  in  sad  suspense  about 
you.  Not  until  he  arrived  at  West  Winfleld  did  he  get  any  relief,  and  theu 
through  the  Hbsrator  of  the  23d," 

Vol.  111.-14 
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lAp.  VII.  friends  in  Boston  to  hear  that,  ia  regard  to  his  project  for  estab- 
1847.  liahing  a  paper  here,  to  be  called  the  .^ijrtftiStof,  ,  .  .  he  never 
opened  to  me  his  Ups  oa  the  subject,  nor  asked  my  advice  in  any 
particnJar  whatever !  Such  conduct  grieves  me  to  the  heart. 
His  conduct  [about  the]  paper  has  been  impiilsiye,  inconsiderate, 
and  highly  inconsistent  with  his  deoiaion  in  Boaton.  What  will 
his  English  friends  say  of  such  a  strange  somerset  ?  I  am  sorry 
that  friend  Quincy  did  not  express  himself  more  strongly  against 

i  17:158.  this  project  in  the  iifiwafor.  It  isadeUcatematter,  I  know,  but 
it  must  be  met  with  firmness.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  our  friend 
Saml  Brooke  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  this,  and  has  influenced 
Douglass  to  take  this  extraordinary  step,  as  he  thinks  the -Bw^Ze 
might  as  well  be  discontinued,  or  merged,  in  Douglass's  paper ! 
Strange  want  of  forecast  and  judgment.    But  no  more  now,^ 

'  Douglass  bad  retamBd  to  America  a  free  man,  Ms  English  frienda  har- 
iug  negotiated  Ms  raosom  I'iifi.  17  :  10).  Mr.  Garrison  not  only  eontributed 
wldle  abroad  to  the  amount  raised  for  this  purpose  ('i!ii.  17  ;  10),  but  juatifled 
Douglass  in  eonsenting  to  be  freed  by  purchase  —  a  point  as  to  which  the 
alMlltlonists  were  curiously  diTided,  the  scruple  being  shared  byfhe  editors 
of  the  Standard,  PetitMylvania  iyeeman,  and  Bugle,  and  by  many  suhsoribers 
to  the  Liberator.  Some  Liberty  Party  editors  were  horrified.  (See  Idb.  17 : 
10,11,18,26,38,48,47.)  "We  would  rather,"  saidMr.  Garri9on('ii6. 17:  38), 
"if  this  muatbethe  alternative,  that  ihemoat  exorbitant  pecuniary  esac- 
lions  of  the  slave  tyrants  should  be  complied  with  than  that  their  victims 
should  never  be  set  free."  "We  deny,"  he  said  further,  in  reply  to  the 
position  taken  h;  the  Philadelphia  Female  A.  S.  Society,  "that  such  a 
purchase  is  necessarily  '  inconsistent  with  the  principles  set  forth  in  the 
Declaration  of  Sentiments  of  the  American  A.  S.  Society.'  Of  the  slity- 
one  signers  of  the  Declaration,  we  doubt  whether  any  one  o(  them  dreamed 
at  that  time  of  afBrming,  under  his  own  signature,  that  it  was  an  act  wrong 
per  se  to  procure  the  ransom  of  a  slave ;  and  we  have  very  Uttle  doubt  that, 
since  that  time,  every  one  of  them  has  again  and  Sgain  contributed  towarfls 
purchasing  either  a  parent  or  child,  or  husband  or  wife,  out  of  slavery.  The 
language  of  the  Declaration  was  never  intended  to  be  construed  as  the 
Philadelphia  Society  understands  it.  It  denies  that  a  human  being  can 
justly  be  held  as  property ;  it  also  denies  that  the  slaveholder  can  present 
any  just  claim  to  compensation  for  emancipating  his  slaves ;  but  it  neither 
a&irms  nor  implies,  nor  was  it  des^pied  to  affirm  or  imply,  that  it  would  be 
a  violation  of  priuciple  to  submit  to  an  unjust  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
slaveholder,  in  order  to  secure  the  legal  as  well  as  natural  freedom  of  a 
slave  "  fldb.  17  :  46). 

Douglass's  English  admirers  did  more  than  free  him :  they  raised  money 
to  buy  him  a  press,  intending  to  send  over  one  of  English  make.  This 
enterprise  was  not  regarded  with  favor  by  the  leading  abolitionists,  who 
knew  only  too  well  the  precarious  support  which  a  fifth  anti-slavery 
paper  edited  by  a  colored  man  (Lib-  17  :  [102])  must  have,  and  who  appre- 
ciated to  the  full  Douglass's  unrivalled  powers  as  a  lecturerin  the  field  (Lib. 
17  ;  [103],  114).    Witii  much  reluctance  he  abandoned  the  project,  publicly 
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While  Mr.  Garrison  is  overtaking  his  companion  at  Chap.  vii. 
Buffalo,  we  may  pause  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Liberty       1847. 
Party  about  to  meet  in  that  eity,  for  the  last  time  in  its 
collective  capacity.    Bather  it  was  a  question  whether  the 
organization  was  not  already  done  for.    In  the  second 
week  in  June  a  Fourth  Party  had  gone  out  from  it,    jamz-io. 
forming  a  Liberty  League  at  Macedon  Lock,  N.  Y.,  under        '^*'^' 
the  auspices   of  J.   Gr.   Birney,   Gerrit  Smith,  William  m.-iT-ii:^. 
GoodeU,  Beriah  Green,  William  L.  Chaplin,  James  C. 
Jackson,  and  others.     Its  twenty  articles  consisted  of 
those  '  extraneous  topics"  which  began  to  press  for  ad- 
mittance as  soon  as  the  Third  Party  had  been  launched  Ame.s-.^^s. 

aoqiutting  Mr.  Garrison,  whose  disinterested  friendship  lie  could  not  qaes- 
tion  anil  the  Massacliusetts  Board  of  haying  unduly  presaed  liim  to  liis 
decision  (IJib  17  ;  IIS).  Before  he  stairted  on  his  Western  tour  with  Mr. 
Gmnson,  it  was  announced  that  he  would  help  edit  Thomas  Van  Rens- 
selaer's Barn's  Sorn  in  New  York,  and  would  write  for  the  Standard  (Lib. 
17  :  135).  The  British  remlttaiiBe  was  msde  in  money  (Idb.  17  ;  153),  and 
Douglass's  Eastern  friends  were  eurprised  to  read  in  the  Cleveland  True 
Democrat  that  he  would  set  up  his  JVffrtTi  Star  in  that  citj  (Lib.  17  :  158).  A 
little  later  Rochester  was  selected  09  the  place  of  publication  (Lib.  17: 178), 
and  before  the  end  of  the  year'  the  paper  was  pnt  forth  (Lib.  IT  :  202).  As 
had  been  anticipated  (MS.  Aug.  29,  1847,  Wendell  Phillips  to  Elizabeth 
Pea=ie),  it  nearly  proved  the  ruin  of  its  projector,  but  by  eitraordinaiy 
exertions  it  was  kept  alive  —  not,  however,  on  the  platform  of  Qarrisonian 
ahohtionism  The  naceaeary  support  could  only  be  secured  by  a  change  of 
pnneiples  m  accordance  with  Sir.  Douglass's  immediala  (political  abolition) 
enTironment  (See  Chap,  vii.  of  Douglass's  Life,  ed.  1683,  p.  264.)  This 
defeotiOQ  was  early  foreseen  by  the  clear-sighted  Mrs.  Chapman.  In  her 
report  on  the  14th  National  A.  a  Baaaar  (lAh.  18 : 6,  Jan.  14,  1848),  she 
wishfd  well  to  the  Iforth  Sirtr  and  ita  editor ;  and  "  may  he  never  .  ,  . 
be  seduced  by  pariy  or  sect  to  purchase  popularity  at  the  eipenseof  fidehty ; 
nor  to  Increase  the  subscription  to  his  Japer  by  diminishing  its  anti-slavery 
power ;  nor  deem  it  possible  to  be  respected  and  sustained  at  the  same  time 
by  things  so  opposite  in  their  nature  and  moving  springe  as  Liberty  Party 
and  Liiberiiy  League,  and  that  earliest,  and  latest,  and  purest  anti-slavery 
wMoh  that  Party  and  League  scoff  at  as  '  Qarrisonism. ' " 

To  Mary  Carpenter,  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  useful  friends  of  the 
JTorth  Star  in  England,  Samuel  May,  jr.,  wrote  on  March  4,  1843:  "I 
believe  I  tojd  you  tliat  Douglass  had  determined  to  establish  Ms  paper 
without  ooQHUlting  Mr.  Garrison  about  it,  though  they  had  been  spending 
weeks  together,  in  journeying  and  lecturing,  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio. 
It  is  only  common  justice  to  F.  D,  to  inform  you  that  he  says  this  is  a 
mistake  —  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  did  speak  to  Mr,  Q.  about  it  Just  before 
he  was  taken  iU  at  Cleveland.  Mr.  Garrison,  however,  has  no  recollection 
whatever  of  it"  (M&). 
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Chap.  vii.   oil  the  nomiDal  basis  of  immediate  emancipation, —  as,  for 
1847.       example,  free  trade,  direct  taxation,  abolition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment monopoly  of  carrying  the  mails,^  disbanding  of 
the  army  and  navy  ("no  human  government"  heresy), 
Lib.  17:106,   distribution  of  the  public  lands.     Grerrit  Smith  was  nom- 

'^^'  inated  for  the  Presidency. 
MS.  Aug.  "  Our  old  enemy.  Liberty  Party,"  wrote  Wendell  PliiUips  to 
=9. 1S47.  Eliaabeth.  Pease  in  August,  "  is  fulfilling,  oh,  how  exactly !  our 
ptopheoiea  in  1S40.  I  never  saw  prsdietions  so  acearatflly 
verified.  We  said  she  would  be  obliged  to  adopt  more  than 
one  principle  (hatred  to  slavery)  before  she  would  increase. 
Lo  !  Goodell  and  all  New  York  have  confessed  it,  and  joined 
the  Democrats  on  Free  Trade,  the  Land  Reformers  on  Land 
Limitation,  etc.,  etc., — 19  points  in  all.  (In  Goodell's  Decla- 
ration of  Principles  there  was  a  ludicrous  sentence.  He  b^an 
by  laying  down  the  principle  that  esery  immortal  and  responsibk 
agent  was  entitled  to  share  in  the  Government ;  hence  he  in- 
ferred the  right  of  universal  suffrage  for  men,  f oi^etting  that 
there  were  other  '  immortal  and  responsible  agents '  in  the 
world,  the  women !  Bat  he  dared  not  add  woman's  rights  as 
the  20th  point  to  his  19  —  that  would  have  lost  numbers,  the 
prime  aim  of  parties.)  It  was  prophesied  that  the  party  would 
be  obhged  to  desert  its  main  principle,  separate  organization, 
in  any  real  anti-slavery  straggle.  It  did  so  in  the  only  two  it 
N.Y.Con-  has  met — in  New  York,  on  the  Constitution;  in  New  Hamp- 
'  1846,        shire,  on  J.  P.  Hale's  election.^    It  was  prophesied  that  when 

1  The  hobby  ot  LTsandec  Spooner,  now  —  superseding  Qooflell  (Lib. 
17;I70)^ — the  high  priest  ot  the  doctrine  of  the  "  nnonsUtntioQality  ol 
slavery,"  S«e  his  pamphlet  bearing  thia  title,  Boston,  1845  (Lib.  1E> ;  134), 
and  Wendell  PhiUipa's  pamphlet  reply  (Lib.  15  :  139 ;  17 :  86). 

!  On  Ang.  6,  1846,  GerriC  Smith  wrote  ;  "  Since  the  Liberty  Party  has 
sabscribed  to  the  doctrine  ot  voting  tor  pro-slavery  men,  1  have  no  desire 
tj)  attend  its  meetings.  Until  the  last  nine  months,  I  h&d  taken  it  for 
granted  that  not  ^o  vote  for  a  pro-slavery  man  was  a  settled,  immovable, 
never,  no  never-to-bfrdeparted-from  doctrine  of  the  Liberiiy  Party.  But  I 
learned  my  mistake  when  I  found  that  moat  of  the  members  of  the  Liberty 
Party  in  this  State,  and  most  of  the  Liberty  Party  newspapers  in  the  nation, 
were  in  favor  ot  voting  for  pro-slavery  men  to  eonstmot  the  fundamental 
and  organic  law  o£  the  State  of  New  York  (Consfitiition  of  18*6].  I  had 
another  and  very  painful  proof  of  this  mistake  when  I  saw  tbe  Libert^y 
Party  members  of  the  New  Hampshire  Legislature  voting  for  a  pro-slavery 
man  for  Governor  of  their  State  —  for  a  man  who,  whatever  his  words,  is, 
nevertheless,  proTSlavery  in  bia  influence,  so  long  as  he  votesfor  the  buyers 
and  sellers  otmen"  fLii.  16;  167). 
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pressed  it  would  be  forced  to  gain  strength  by  selecting  for  i 
candidates  men  not  of  their  party.  Leavitt,  desirous  to  eq^ual 
Goodell,  is  about  to  select  Hale  aa  their  Presidential  candidate 
~  a  man  EcTer  of  their  party.  It  was  prophesied  that  so  fast 
as  men  became  politicians,  they  would  cease  to  be  frank- 
spoken,  active  reforniers ;  and  so  it  has  proved.  Liberty 
Party  as  such  is  dying,  and  merging  under  other  names  in 
other  n 


The  New  York  bolt  was  distasteful  to  the  Eastern  wing 
of  the  Liberty  Party.     Samuel  Fcssenden  of  Maine  wrote 
to  the  Emancipator:  "I feel  chafed  at  the  idea  of  our  is*.  17:106. 
greatest  and  best  men  lugging  in,  as  seems  to  me,  by  the 
head  and  shoalders,  so  many  things  to  embarrass  and 
cripple  onr  great  and  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.     How  have  we  blamed  Garrison,  and  that  class 
of  anti-slavery  men,  for  bringing  in  and  mingling  with 
the  cause  so  many  exciting  topics!"^    The  schismatics 
strenuously  sought  to  postpone  the  national  convention  ub.  17:106, 
at  Buffalo  tiU  the  spring  of  1848,  but  were  overruled.       ''^°'' 
The  two  factions  meantime  met  at  the  State  Convention  lh.  17:15s. 
held  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  September,  when  a  resolu- 
tion indirectly  nominating  John  P.  Hale  for  President 
was  voted  down  after  an  acrimonious  debate.     On  Octo- 

1  Ih  enplanation  of  tiiis  passage,  Mr.  Fessenden  wrote  to  the  editor  of 
tie  Liheratirr  (MS.  Jiily  13, 1847,  Lib.  17 :  106, 117) :  "When  I  saw  such  men 
ag  Bime  J  and  Goodell,  claiming  Gerrit  Smith  aa  a  coadjutor,  mtsing  up  with 
the  simple  principles  of  the  LibBrtj  Party  a  variety  of  estraneons  topics, 
I  ooDfess  I  was  mortiied  at  irhat  eeemed  to  me  to  iie  gross  inoonsiBteuoy 
of  good  and  great  men,  and  oaloulated  to  he  seriously  injurious  1*  a  cause 
whiob  was  near  and  dear  to  my  heart.  My  design,  in  my  letter,  was  simply 
to  call  attention  to  what  I  thought  ineongiatent  in  the  eondnct  of  those 
friends  with,  views  and  opinions  preTiously  expressed  hy  them,  I  did  not 
mean  to  give  any  opinion  of  my  own  aa  to  the  fact  whether  yon,  Sir,  had. 
or  not  mingled  with  the  anii-siavery  cause  exciting  topics.  I  used  the  word 
ife  as  1  should  have  done  in  writing  to  you  an  account  of  the  result  of  an 
election  of  a  mayor  of  our  little  city.  As  the  case  might  be,  I  shoold  say 
we  have  elected  a  Whig  or  Democratio  mayor,  though  I  might  have  been 
opposed  to  the  prevailing  candidate,  and  voted  against  him.  .  .  .  I  be- 
lieve no  one  has  ever  heard  me  speak  of  yon  but  in  terms  of  respect  and 
high  regard.  I  have  never  thought  otherwise  of  you.  If  I  could  covet 
anything  of  poathumoua  fame,  it  would  be  the  fame  which  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  will  have  as  the  pioneer  in  the  anti-slavery  oaase  in  the  United 
States,  and  £he  tried,  and  constant,  and  devoted  friend  of  the  oppressed." 
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ber  21  this  outcast  of  the  Democratic  Party  (thanks  to 
,  his  manly  opposition  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  and  the 
'  Mexican  "War)  received  the  nomination  of  the  convention 
at  Buffalo, 

It  was,  however,  a  strong  Gerrit  Smith  delegation  which 
H.  G.  Wright  accompanied  on  the  boat  from  Cleveland. 
For  six  hours  during  the  passage  the  saloon  was  crowded 
with  a  caucus  over  which  Owen  Lovejoy  presided,  with 
George  Bradburn  and  Asa  Mahan  among  the  disputants 
as  to  men  and  measures.  What  was  left  undiscussed 
overnight  was  taken  up  the  next  morning.  The  drift 
was  for  a  diversity  of  planks  in  the  party  platform,  and, 
by  general  consent,  land  reform  should  be  one ;  nor  did 
the  Western  mind  shrink  from  anticipating  that  woman 
suffrage  might  ultimately  be  another.  Some  wild  talk 
concerning  the  power  of  Congress  to  aboHsh  slavery  in 
the  States,  and  the  power  of  the  President  in  disregard 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  heard  and  noted  by  Mr. 
Wright. 

Two  days  and  nights  were  consumed  by  the  Convention 
in  adjusting  differences.  Joshua  Leavitt  led  the  Eastern 
wing,  with  the  aid  of  Henry  B.  Stanton,  whose  politician's 
progress  had  been  shown  in  January  at  a  Liberty  Party 
Convention  in  Paneuil  Hall,  Boston,  where  he  said  openly 
that  there  were  in  the  community  "a  set  of  soulless  scamps 
that  could  only  be  brought  into  oar  cause  by  the  prospect 
of  office ;  and  if  the  Liberty  Party  could  only  get  40,000 
votes,  as  a  capital  to  trade  upon,  they  would  soon  have 
these  miserable  scamps  jumping  upon  their  backs  to  ride 
into  office,"  Quite  naturally  at  Buffalo  he  joined  Leavitt 
in  contending  that  the  Liberty  Party  was  not  a  permanent 
party,  whereas  Gerrit  Smith  and  the  Liberty  Leaguers 
insisted  that  it  was  or  should  be,  and  should  at  once 
consider  and  advocate  aU  the  interests  which  ought  to 
be  represented  in  a  civil  government,  in  order  to  put 
them  in  practice  on  taking  office.  Leavitt  was  likewise 
;  in  opposition  to  Goodell  and  Gerrit  Smith  and  Lysan- 
der  Spooner  on  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of 
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slavery;  they  Holding  that  "no  Constitution,  nolegisla-  iis.  17:185. 
tive  enactments  or  judicial  decisions,  are  Uiw  unless  tbey 
are  in  accordance  with  natural  justice" — an  accordance 
which  the  President  was  at  liberty  to  determine  for  him- 
self.    The  Convention  avoided  taking  the  position  that 
Congress  could  emancipate  in  the  States,  and  admitted 
the  existence  of  slave  representation  under  the  Constitu- 
tion by  declaring  the  three-fif  tis  "  allowance  "  unrepubli- 
cau,  and  demanding  its  abrogation.    The  New  England 
delegation  went  in  a  body  for  Hale  of  New  Hampshire,   j.  p.  Hau. 
already  the  Pic'idential  nominee  of  his  own  select  little  lh.  17:186. 
party  of  Independent  Democrats.     As  an  opponent  of 
slavery,  his  clauns  fell  far  short  of  those  of  many  a   ti*.  i3:e3. 
Whig — for  example,  of  biddings.     Bimey's  claims,  too,    j.r.gm- 
whether  foi    perpetual  nomination,  or  for  incense,  or         ''^^' 
{now  that  he  was  physically  disabled)  for   sympathy,  ub.ir-i^b; 
were  wholly  ignored  by  the  Convention.  18:14. 

All  this  furnished  foodfor  conversation  hetween  Wright 
and  Garrison  as  they  journeyed  Eastward  to  the  invalid's 
home.     Invalid  he  remained  for  two  months  after  his 
arrival,  suffering  apartial  relapse,  and  quite  incapacitated      Oet.  23, 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  from  tating  any  part  in  the  con-~\    ^ 
duct  of  the  lAberator.    Moreover,  the  finances  of  the  paper,     Hfs.  dic. 
owing  to  an  ill-advised  reduction  of  the  suhscription  price     f^  ^''■^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  volume,  were  a  weight  upon  his     to  g.  w. 
spirits.  Lii.  17  ;e, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  state  of  the  abolition  cause  gave        '^" 
no  occasion  for  despondency.     The  war  with  Mexico  had 
greatly  enlarged  the  freedom  of  utterance  in  Congress  on   ub.  17:3s. 
the  subject  of  slavery ;  and  the  prospective  territorial 
annexations,  as  they  deeply  affected  theConstitution  of  the 
existing  Union,  called  forth  the  liveliest  protests  from   z;*.  17:23, 
Northern  States  against  any  further  extension  of  thearea    ^'j^^,"^-' 
controlled  by  the  Slave  Power.    Even  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware was  among  these  protestants,  and  made  so  near  an   lh.  17:43. 
approach  to  enacting  gradual  emancipation  for  herself   ui.iT.ffi. 
that  Calhoun,  forecasting  the  balance  of  power  in  Con-   lh.  i-^-.-i^. 
gress,  reckoned  her  on  the  side  of  the  free  States.     Sig- 
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nificant,  though  abortive,  movements  of  the  same  kind 
,  were  also  made  during  the  year  in  Kentucky  and  West 
Virginia,  and  these  facts  effectually  dispose  of  the  silly 
allegation  that  the  ahoHtionista  hindered  spontaneous 
emancipation  on  the  part  of  the  South.  Henry  Clay  so 
far  chimed  in  with  the  sentiment  of  his  native  State  as  to 
oppose,  in  a  public  speech  at  Lexington,  the  dismember- 
ment of  Mexico,  or  the  acquisition  of  territory  for  slave- 
holding  propagandisra. 

Other  symptoms  that  the  occupation  of  the  City  of 
Mexico  by  the  American  army  of  invasion  did  not  mean 
a  truce  to  the  "  irrepressible  conflict"  were  the  passage, 
or  attempted  passage,  of  laws  to  protect  colored  citizens 
against  the  slave-hunter  and  the  kidnapper  by  Northern 
States  not  already  thus  fortified ;  the  secession  of  the  New 
York  Young  Democracy  (Barnburners)  on  the  issue  of 
slavery  extension ;  and  the  consequent  carrying  of  the 
State  election  by  the  Whigs  by  a  vast  majority  —  a 
prophecy,  as  it  seemed  to  Edmund  Quiucy,  of  the  new 
birth  of  a  great  Northern  party. 

The  WUmot  Proviso  was  the  token  of  the  growing 
Northern  purpose  to  make  a  stand  on  the  principle  of 
non-extension  of  slaveholding,  slave  soil,  and  slave  repre- 
ub.  17:34.    sentation.     Offered  in   the    House,   and  carried,   as  an 
Lii.jy-.^.    amendment  to  the  "  Three  Millions  Bill " — or  the  measure 
providing  for  the  purchase  of  a  peace  with  Mexico  —  it 
was  met  in  the  Senate  by  John  G.  Calhoun,  in  the  most 
Fei.  19,      important  speech  of  the  year.    He  showed  that  the  slave 
^Vji'si!*'    States  were  already  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  in  the  Electoral  College;  in  the  Senate 
they  were  evenly  balanced  against  the  North,  fourteen  to 
fourteen.     It  was  now  proposed  to  stay  Southern  increase, 
and  give  fuU  play  to  Northern  preponderance. 

Lii.  17:34.  "  Sir,"  declared  Calhoun,  "  the  day  that  the  balance  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  country — the  slaveholding  States  and 
the  non-slavehoiding  States  —  is  destroyed,  isaday  that  will  not 
be  far  removed  from  political  revolution,  anarchy,  civil  war,  and 
widespread  disaster.    The  balance  o(  this  system  is  in  the  slave- 
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holding  States.  They  are  the  conservative  portion  —  always  Chap,  vii, 
have  been  the  conservative  portion  —  always  will  be  the  con-  j^, 
servative  portion;  and,  with  a  due  balance  oa  their  part,  may, 
for  generations  to  come,  uphold  this  glorious  Union  of  ours. 
But  if  thispolicy  should  be  carried  out  — if  we  are  to  be  reduced 
to  a  handful  —  if  we  are  to  become  a  mere  ball  to  play  the  Presi- 
dential game  with  —  to  count  something  in  the  Baltimore  caucus 
—  if  this  is  to  be  the  result  —  wo  !  wo !  I  say,  to  this  Union  ! " 

The  Territories,  he  declared,  were  the  common  property 
of  both  sections.  Every  State  coming  into  the  Union  had 
a  right  to  determine  ■whether  it  ■would  he  slave  or  free. 
"There  is,"  he  added,  with  Hiat  lack  of  humor  ■which 
topsy-tnrvy  morality  begets,  "bnt  one  qualification,  and 
that  is,  that  the  Gtovernment  shajl  be  repnbhean."  He 
would  have  consented  to  an  extension  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  line,  which  had,  however,  twice  been  voted 
down.  But  he  did  not  believe  in  such  settlements. 
Prophetically  he  remarked,  on  this  head:  "A  compro- 
mise is  but  an  act  of  Congress.  It  may  be  overruled  at 
any  time.  It  gives  us  no  security.  But  the  Constitution 
is  stable.  .  .  .  Let  ub  go  back  and  stand  upon  the 
Constitution ! "  So,  for  the  sake  of  that  institution  which 
he  pronounced  "  indispensable  for  the  good  of  both  races," 
he  offered  what  Benton  denominated,  with  good  reason,  Th^mm  h. 
a  string  of  abstractions  and  firebrands.  "''""' 

"  There  ia,"  wrote  Mr,  Garrison  on  March  1, 1847,  to  Richard  ms. 
Webb,  "  no  other  question  eo  ■universally  discussed  as  that  of 
slavery,  and  within  the  last  sis  months  a  most  surprising  change 
in  public  sentiment  has  undeniably  taken  place.  The  eowariUy 
pro-slavery  war  which  our  national  Administration  is  waging 
with  Mexico,  is  produeing  a  m^hty  reaction  against  the  Slave 
Power,  and,  out  of  the  slave  Stat«s,  is  generally  regarded  with 
abhorrence.  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  is  the  Napoleon  of  slavery,  is 
evidently  anticipating  a  '  Waterloo  defeat,'  in  due  season.  Yon 
will  see  his  speech  in  the  last  number  of  the  Liberator.  He  does 
not  attempt  to  hide  his  fears  as  to  the  future.  Unless  slave 
States  can  be  added  to  the  Union  as  fast  as  free  States,  his  cher- 
ished system  of  diabolism  must  ultimately  be  overturned.  Mark 
his  language.  He  is  a  man  who  means  what  he  says,  and  who 
never  blusters.    He  is  no  demagogue." 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Anti-Sabbath  Convention. — 1848. 

MS.         "/~^  AERISON,"  as  Wendell  Phillips  reported  to  Elizabeth 
yjX    Pease  on  February  11, 1848,  "has  quit*  recovered  his 
flesh,  looks  qnite  hearty,  and  resumes  woric  with  ardor.    His 
new  Sabbath  Call  is  finely  drawn  up,  I  think.    I  did  not  sign 
it,  though  agreeing  with  its  principles ;  mainly  because  I  feel 
no  such  necessity  for  a  specific  movement  against  the  Sabbath 
Ifinry  C.     as  he  and  H.  C.  W.  do.    The  popular  mind  seems  to  me  clear- 
'''^  '"      ing  itself  up  fast  enough  for  all  practical  purposes :  these  theo- 
logical reforms  have  but  a  secondary  interest  for  me." 
Quincy,  too,  was  antipathetic. 

Edmund  Quincy  to  B.  D.  Webb,  in  Dublin. 

MS  Dedham,  March  9,  1848. 

The  letter  to  Patrick  Keogh  I  did  my  beat  to  get  to  iiim. 

But  as  no  such  person  was  to  be  found  at  the  address,  and 

after  having  been  sent  on  fool's  errands  into  various  parts  of 

the  town  by  your  "  finest  pisantry  on  earth,"  I  had  to  give  it 

up,  and  was  about  consigning  it  to  the  "  aU-swallowing,  Lndis- 

ci'iminat«  orifice  of  the  common  post,"  as  the  divine  Charles 

C/.  Wkii-     Lamb  says  (whose  name  you  blasphemously  take  in  vain  by 

^%^iiris"    fsi'tioning  it  iu  the  same  sentence  with  Nat.  P.  Rogers's), 

a :  2i6.       when  Mrs.  Chapman  suggested  that  some  of  the  priests  might 

put  it  in  the  way  of  getting  to  him.     So  I  proceeded  to  eaU 

JaknBer-     upon  the  Bishop  of  Boston,  Pitzpatrick  by  name,  the  more 

""^l^^'    willingly  as  I  had  a  curiosity  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  a 

live  Catholic  Bishop, 

I  sent  up  my  card,  and  was  graciously  received  and  my 
business  taken  in  charge.  His  Lordship  then  wished  to  know 
if  I  was  the  individual  that  was  endeavoring  to  destroy  the 
Sabbath,  whose  Call  he  had  seen.     Upon  my  confessing  the 
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soft  impeachmeut,  he  said  tliat  lie  should  hke  to  see  how  the  Chap.viii. 
parsons  woTild  answer  it;  that  it  was  impregnable  on  Protestant  j^g 
grounds ;  that  Scripture  was  olear  against  the  Puritanico- Judaic 
Sabbath ;  that  the  observation  of  the  First  Day  rested  on  the 
Canons  o£  the  Church,  like  that  oE  other  hoUdays,  etc.  He  hked 
the  movement,  evidently,  very  much.  He  knew  all  about  me 
and  the  rest  of  us,  clearly.  He  said  that  the  absurdities  of  Cal- 
vinism had  driven  us  into  infldeHty,  but  that  he  thought  we 
should  finally  take  refuge  in  the  arms  of  Mother  Church, 

I  told  him  that  there  was  no  tenable  ground  between  the 
Come-otiters  (the  genuine  Quakers)  and  the  CathoHcs,  and  that 
as  soon  as  1  doubted  my  own  infallibility,  I  should  go  straight 
to  Kome  and  Idss  the  Pope's  Great  Toe.  To  all  of  which  he 
assented,  and  was  good  enough  to  recommend  to  me  a  course 
of  Theology  m  Latin  for  my  light  reading.  We  abused  the 
Protestants  with  great  unanimity,  and  only  differed  on  the 
trifling  matter  of  Slavery,  for  all  the  evils  of  which  (not  the 
thing  itself,  which  he  seemed  to  consider  rather  an  agreeable 
circumstance)  Catholicism  was  the  true  remedy.  And  so  we 
parted.     .     .     . 

Garrison  seems  quite  well,  considering  how  terribly  he  was 
pulled  down  by  his  dreadful  fever.  But  such  draughts  upon 
the  capital  of  life  must  seriously  impair  the  amount.  It  was 
during  the  time  of  his  convalescence  that  he  and  H,  C.  Wright 
got  up  this  Anti-Sabbath  Convention. 

It  really  seems  as  if  the  Devil  always  would  put  his  foot  in 
it,  whenever  the  anti-slavery  cause  has  got  into  a  tolerable 
position,  90  as  to  keep  it  in  hot  water.  The  Clique  generally  Ante, p.  go. 
showed  the  project  no  great  favor ;  not  that  they  did  not  agree 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Call,  and  wish  the  Sabbath  Supersti- 
tion utterly  demolished,  but  they  thought  they  were  doing  as 
much  incidentally,  by  their  own  example  and  their  indsting 
upon  using  Sunday  as  a  suitable  time  for  holding  A.  S.  meet- 
ings, etc.,  as  they  well  could  do,  consistently  with  their  A.  S, 
work.  And  especially  as  we  looked  upon  it  as  a  Thmlogieal 
rather  than  Moral  Reform  —  a  question  whether  an  Institution 
not  a  malu-m.  in  se,  lifee  Slavery  or  Drinking,  was  Divinely 
Ordained,  At  the  same  time,  we  had  no  objection  to  their 
doing  what  they  thought  best  about  it.  Phillips  declined  sign- 
ing the  Call,  arid  I  allowed  my  name  to  go  upon  it  on  the  strict 
condition  that  no  service  of  any  sort  was  to  be  expected  of  me. 
I  was  content  to  ring  the  bell,  but  not  to  do  any  part  of  the 
preaching  or  evangehzing. 
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You  will  imderstand,  of  coorse,  that  there  was  nothing  lito 
unkindness  between  us.  We  agreed  to  differ  as  to  the  meas- 
ure, as  far  as  we  did,  in  the  most  eathoUe  and  merriest  spirit. 
There  will  be  fun  at  the  Convention,  I  doubt  not.  The  move- 
ment has  made  a  great  stir  in  tbe  community,  and  especially 
among  the  devouter  sort  of  Unitarians  ! 

The  Call  for  an  Anti-Sabbath  Convention  in  Boston  had 
ThosTMi-  begun  to  be  seat  out  for  signatures  late  in  December,  1847. 
Theauthorof  it  advised  S.J.  May  that  it  had  been  "drawn 
'-  ^-  up  with  great  care  and  deliberation,  and  sanctioned  by  a 
large  committee  of  our  best  reformatory  spirits" ;  but  Mr. 
May  could  not  yield  entire  sympathy  or  allow  his  name 
to  be  appended.  "  I  am  sorry,"  he  responded  on  January 
15, 1848,  "  you  are  going  to  have  a  Convention,  because 
it  win  help  rather  than  hinder  the  project  of  the  Sabba- 
tarians. Opposition  will  give  importance  to  their  doings." 
He  thought  the  Sabbath  laws  were  a  dead-letter.  Theo- 
dore Parker,  however,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Chardon- 
Street  Convention,  was  less  disturbed  than  his  Unitarian 
brother : 

Theodore  Parker  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Boston,  Jan.  9, 1848. 

My  Deae  SiE  :  I  heartily  subseiibe  my  name  to  the  Call  for 
the  Convention  which  you  speak  of.  But  I  don't  thint  I  shall 
be  able  to  take  any  prominent  part  in  the  discussions  at  that  Con- 
vention. Still,  I  will  do  what  I  can.  Sometimes  I  have  thought 
that  hitherto,  amid  the  fierce  this-worldlineas  of  N.  E.,  nothing 
but  superstition  would  keep  [the  people]  (in  their  present  low 
state)  from  perverting  the  Sandayyet  worse  by  making  aU  their 
time  devoted  to  Mammon.  But  there  is  "  a  better  time  a-com- 
ing,"  and  God  bless  you  in  all  attempts  to  bring  it  vow. 

By  the  time  the  Call  was  first  printed  in  the  Zdberator, 
the  following  signatures  had  been  obtained:  W.  L.  Garri- 
son, Francis  Jaekson,  Theodore  Parker,  Edmund  Jackson, 
Charles  F.  Hovey,*  John  W.  Browne,  Maria  W.  Chapman, 

1 "  A  rich,  money-making  merebaQt  [of  Boston],"  as  Quincy  described 
him  to  Webb  (MS.  Oct.  3, 1848),  '■  at  the  same  time  a  thorougb-going  Garri- 
sonian.    He  cama  into  tba  cause  some  three  yeara  ago,  by  the  way  of 
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Charles  K.  Whipple,  Samuel  Philbrick,  Loriog  Moody,  Ed-  Chap.viii, 
mund  Quiney,  S.  S.  and  Abby  Kelley  Foster,  G.  W,  Benson,        rs^s- 
Andrew  Robeson,  Parker  Pillsbury,  James  and  Lncretia 
Mott,  Edward  M.  Davis,  C.  C.  Burleigh,  H.  C.  Wright, 
J.  Miller  McKim,  Thomas  MeClintoek,  and  Joseph  C. 
Hathaway.    These  were  joined  later  by  Samuel  May,  Jr., 
R.  P.  Wallcut,  Increase  S.  Smith,  Wilham  A.  White,  and 
Joshua  T.  Everett.     The  anti-slavery  complexion  of  this 
list  was  unmistakable,  and,  in  truth,  if  any  experience 
couldbreed  anti-Sabbath  conventions,  it  had  been  precisely 
that  of  the  abolitionists.     On  an  earlier  occasion,  the  Rev, 
Samuel  May,  Jr.,  had  said  :  "The  infidelity  of  the  anti-    za.  17:3. 
slavery  movement  consists  in  this  simple  thing,  that  it  has 
outstripped  the  churches  of  the  land  in  the  practical  apph- 
eation  of  Christianity  to  the  wants,  wrongs,  and  oppressions 
of  our  own  age  and  our  own  country,"    And  since  then, 
on  his  journeys  as  General  Agent  of  the  Massachusetts 
Society,  he  had  "perceived  that  it  was  much  more  difficult   Ui.  is-.e?. 
to  get  the  ear  of  the  people  at  large,  in  order  to  lay  before 
them  the  story  of  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  their 
enslaved  countrymen,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  than  on 
any  other" — thus  making  Sunday  not  the  best  but  the 
worst  day  of  the  week.   Contrary  to  Phillips's  and  Quioey's    ^a/^.  pp. 
view,  therefore,  anti-Sabbatarianism  must,  for  abolition-     ^'  '  ^'^' 
ists,  he  allowed  to  have  been   a  moral  rather  than  a 
theological  reform.    As  for  Mr.  Garrison  himself,  his 
emancipation  from  the  traditional  views  of  the  Sabbath 
proceeded  on  lines  already  displayed  in  this  narrative ;  and   Ame.^-.^x. 

152-154 ; 
Democracy,  Free  Trade,  Haid  Money,  No  Monopoly,  Freedom  of  Public  3:3.  9.  ^^5 
Iiand,  el«.  Pindiug  oul  that  all  the  politiciU  parties  were  equally  selflsli 
and  unprincipled,  and  really  wisMng  to  do  some  i^oS.  in  the  world,  he 
bethought  himself  of  anti-alaTeiy,  and  ttie  first  thing  he  did  was  to  call  and 
make  Mrs,  Chapman's  at  -'aintance,  and  give  her  flfty  doUara  for  the  Pair. 
HaTtng  thus  come  in  at  the  gate  and  not  oyer  the  wall,  he  was  soon  in  line 
withns,andiBnowaathoroughly  one  of  the  C«6  as  if  hehad  always  belonged 
to  it.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  and  Mass.  Boards,  and  is  always 
ready  with  his  money,  and  has  no  reTerenees  of  any  kind.  He  began  by 
being  a  Come-outer.  He  is  one  of  the  best  of  fellows.  A  thorough  man  of 
business,  managing  a  very  large  concern  and  making  plenty  of  money, 
without  being  the  slave  of  business  or  money." 
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Chap. VIII,  as  far  back  as  the  summer  of  1844,  remarking  the  roving 
1848.       commisBion  of  the  Eev.  Justin  Edwards,  D.  D,,  of  Andover, 

Zi*.  14:110.  for  a  year  p^t,  to  enforce  Sabbatarianism,  he  proposed  a 
New  England  Convention  to  discuss  the  Sabbath.  Occur- 
rences mean  white,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  had  made 
such  a  meeting  seem  imperative,  whether  from  the  stand- 
point of  an  abolitionist  or  of  a  universal  reformer.  But 
now  his  rally  was  of  anfi-Sabbatarians  who  needed  no 
converting,   bat    should   unite   their   voices  in  protest. 

Anie.'i-.iii,  Hcnce  the  Address  (germinated  a  dozen  years  before) 


To  the  Frie^ids  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty. 

The  right  of  every  man  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  o£  his  own  conscience  is  inherent,  inalienable,  self- 
evident.  Yet  it  is  notorious  that,  in  all  the  States,  excepting 
Louisiana,!  there  are  laws  enforcing  the  religions  observance 
of  the  FIRST  DAY  OP  THE  WEEK  Afl  THE  Sabeath,  and  punish- 
ing as  eriminals  such  as  attempt  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations 
on  that  day, —  avocations  which  even  Sabbatarians  rect^nize 
as  innocent  and  laudable  on  all  other  days.  It  is  true,  some 
exceptions  are  made  to  the  rigoroQs  operation  of  these  laws, 
in  favor  of  the  Seveuth-Day  Baptists,  Jews,  and  others  who 
keep  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  as  the  Sabbath ;  but  this 
freedom  is  granted  in  condescension  to  the  scruples  of  partic- 
ular sects,  as  a  privilege,  and  not  recognized  as  a  natural  right. 
For  those  (and  the  number  is  large,  and  steadily  increasing) 
who  beheve  that  the  Sabbath  was  exelusively  a  Jewish  institu- 
tion,— "  a  shadow  of  good  things  to  come,"  which  vanished 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago  before  the  light  of  the  Christian 
dispensation,  and  therefore  that  it  constitutes  no  part  of  Chris- 
tianity,—  there  is  no  exemption  fr(m  the  penalty  of  the  law  ;  but, 
should  they  venture  to  labor  even  for  bread  on  that  day,  or  be 
guilty  of  what  is  called  "  Sabbath  desecration,"  they  are  liable 
either  to  fine  or  imprisonment !  Cases  of  this  kind  have 
occurred  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio, 
within  a  comparatively  short  period,  where  conscientious  and 
upright  persons  have  been  thrust  into  prison  for  an  act  no 
more  intrinsically  heinous  than  that  of  gathering  in  a  crop  of 

'  Originally  a  Catholic  settlement,  where  the  Civil  Law  obtained. 
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hay,  or  selling  moral  or  philanthropic  publications.!    There   Chaf.viii 
is,  therefore,  no  liberty  of  eonseienee  allowed  to  the  people  of        ^^g 
this  country,  under  the  laws  tho'eof,  in  regard  to  the  observance 
of  a  Sabbath  day.2 

In  addition  to  th^e  startlii^  facts,  within  the  last  five  years 
a  rehgioiis  combination  has  been  formed  in  this  land,  styling 
itself  "The  Amekican  and  Fokeisn  Sabbath  Union,"  whose 
specific  object  it  is  to  impose  the  Sabbatical  yoke  yet  more 
heavily  on  the  necks  of  the  American  people.  In  a  recent 
appeal  made  for  pecuniary  assistance  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  that  Union,  it  is  stated  that  "  the  Secretary  (Rev. 
Dr.  Edwards)  has  visited  twenty  of  the  United  States,  and  Justin  Fa- 
travelled  more  than  thirty  thousand  miles,  addressing  pubhc  ^"^'- 
bodies  of  ail  descriptions,  and  presenting  reasons  why,  as  a 
nation,  we  should  keep  the  Sabbath,— aU  aeoalar  basiness, 
travelling,  and  amusement  be  confined  to  six  days  in  a  week, 
—and  all  people  assemble  on  the  Sabbath,  and  worship  Gfod," 
A  "permanent  (?)  Sabbath  document"  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Secretary ;  and  "  what  has  already  been  done  will  put  a  copy 
of  this  document  into  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  fami- 
lies." Still  greater  efforts  are  to  be  made  by  the  "  Union  "  for 
the  furtherance  of  its  object. 

That  this  combination  is  animated  by  the  spirit  of  religious 
bigotry  and  ecolesiasticai  tyranny^ the  spirit  which  banished 
the  Baptists  from  Massachusetts,  and  subjected  the  Quakers  to 
imprisonment  and  death,  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  country 
—  admits  of  little  doubt.  It  is  managed  and  sustained  by  those 
who  have  secured  the  enactment  of  the  peual  laws  against  Sab- 
bath-breaking (aU  that  the  spirit  of  the  times  will  allow),  and 
whose  disposition  it  manifestly  is,  if  they  can  increase  their 
power,  to  obtain  the  passage  of  yet  more  stringent  laws  against 
those  who  do  not  "  esteem  one  day  above  another,"  but  esteem 
"  every  day  [alike]  " — who  are  not  willing  that  any  man  shall 
judge  them  "  in  respect  of  a  holy  day,  or  the  new  moon,  or  the 
Sabbath" — and  who  mean  to  "  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  where- 
with Christ  hath  made  them  free,  and  not  to  he  entangled  again 

1  Allusion  is  here  made  to  the  case  of  ChiirlesC,  Burleigh,  who  in  Pebm- 
ary,  1847,  was  twice  put  in  jailia  West  Chester,  Pa.  (the  second  time  for  six 
days),  for  selling  anU-slaVBry  books  ou  Sunday  fiiB.  17:54,  59;  Petm. 
Freetimn,  Mar.  25,  1847).  For  the  conviction  of  a  SeveotJi-Day  Baptist 
farmer  for  working,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  Sunday,  see  Lib.  18  ;  119. 

SThe  last  sentence  originally  read,  ".     .     .     ol 
ance  of  the  first  day  of  the  week  as  a  holy  day." 
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Chap.Vhi.  with  the  yoke  of  boadage."  Its  supporters  do  not  rely  solely 
1343.  upon  reason,  argument,  persuasion,  but  also  upon  brute  force 
^upon  penal  law;  and  thus,  in  seeking  to  crush  by  violence 
the  rig^hts  of  conscience,  and  religious  liberty  and  equality, 
their  real  spirit  is  revealed  as  at  war  with  the  genius  of  repub- 
licanism and.  the  spirit  of  Christianity. 

Beheving  that  the  efforts  of  this  *'  Sabbath  ITnion"  ought  to 
be  baffled  by  at  least  a  corresponding  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty;     ,     .     . 

That  the  Sabbath,  as  now  recognized  and  enforced,  is  one  of 
the  main  piUara  of  Priestcraft  and  Superstition,  and  the  strong- 
hold of  a  merely  ceremonial  Religion ; 

That,  in  the  hands  of  a  Sabbatiaing  clergy,  it  is  a  mighty 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  all  the  reforms  of  the  age, —  such  as  Anti- 
Slavery,  Peace,  Temperance,  Purity,  Human  Brotherhood,  etc., 
etc. , —  and  rendered  adamantine  in  its  aspect  towards  bleeding 
Humanity,  whose  cause  must  not  be  pleaded  but  whose  cries 
must  be  stifled  on  its  "  saered  "  occurrence ;     .     .     . 

We,  the  undersigned,  therefore,  invite  all  who  agree  with 
us  essentially  in  these  views  of  the  Sabbath  question,  to  meet 
IN  CONVENTION,  m  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Thuesdat  and 
pEiDAY,  the  23d  and  24th  of  March  next,  to  confer  together, 
and  to  decide  upon  such  measures  for  the  dissemination  of  light 
and  knowledge,  on  this  subject,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

In  publishing  this  call  for  an  Anti-Sabbath  Contention,  we 
desire  to  be  clearly  understood.  We  have  no  objection  either 
to  the  first  or  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  as  a  day  of  rest  from 
bodily  toil,  both  for  man  and  beast.  On  the  contrary,  s«cft  rest 
is  not  only  desirable  but  indispensable.  Neither  man  nor  beast  can 
long  endure  unmitigated  labor.  But  we  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
in  harmony  with  the  will  of  God,  or  the  physical  nature  of  man, 
that  mankind  should  be  doomed  \o  hard  and  wasting  toil  six 
days  out  of  seven  to  obtain  a  bare  subsistence.  Eeduced  to 
such  a  pitiable  condition,  the  rest  of  one  day  in  the  week  is 
indeed  grateful,  and  must  be  regarded  as  a  blessing ;  but  it  is 
totaUy  inadequate  wholly  to  repair  the  physical  injury  or  the 
moral  degradation  consequent  on  such  protracted  labor.  It  is 
CJ.ante.  not  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  life  that  our  race  should  be 
=-358'  thus  worked,  and  only  thus  partially  reheved  from  suffering  and 
a  premature  death.  They  need  wore,  and  must  have  more, 
instead  of  less  rest ;  and  it  is  only  for  them  to  be  enlightened  and 
reclaimed  —  to  put  away  those  things  which  now  cause  them  to 
grind  in  the  prison-house  of  Toil,  namely,  idolatry,  priestcraft. 
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sectarism,  slavery,  war,  mtemperaaee,  liccntiouSQess,  monopoly,  Chap.Viii. 
and  the  like  — in  short,  to  live  in  peace,  obey  the  eternal  law  oJ  jg.3 
being,  strive  for  each  other's  welfare,  and  ' '  glorify  God  ia  their 
bodies  and  spirits  which  are  his  "—  and  they  will  secure  the  rest, 
not  only  of  one  day  in  seven,  but  of  a  very  large  portion  of 
their  earthly  existence.^  To  them  shall  be  granted  the  mastery 
over  every  day  and  every  hour  of  time,  as  against  want  and 
affliction ;  for  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  abundance  for  all. 

Nor  do  we  deny  the  right  of  any  number  of  persons  to  observe 
a  particular  day  of  the  week  as  holy  time,  by  suchreligionsrites 
and  ceremonies  as  they  may  deem  acceptable  to  God.  To  their 
own  master  they  stand  or  fall.  In  regard  to  all  suoh  matters, 
it  is  for  every  one  to  be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own.  mind,  and 
to  obey  the  promptings  of  his  own  conscience ;  conceding  to 
others  the  liberty  he  elaim.s  for  himself. 

The  sole  and  distinct  issue  that  we  make  is  this :  We  maintain 
thatthe  seventh-day  Sabbath  was  exclusively  Jewish  in  its  origin 
and  design ;  that  no  holiness,  In  any  sense,  attaches  to  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  more  than  to  any  other ;  and  that  the  attempt 
to  compel  the  observance  of  any  day  as  "  THE  Saebath,"  es- 
peciaUy  by  penal  enactments,  is  unauthorized  by  Scripture  or 
reason,  and  a  shameful  act  of  imposture  and  tyranny.  We  cMm 
for  ourselves,  and  for  all  manMnd,  the  right  to  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  our  own  consciences.  This  r^ht, 
inherent  and  inahenable,  is  cloven  down  in  the  United  States ; 
and  we  call  upon  all  who  desire  to  preserve  civil  and  rehgious 
liberty  to  rally  for  its  rescue.     .    .    . 

We  are  aware  that  we  shallinevitably  be  accused,  by  the  chief 
priests,  scribes,  and  Pharisees  of  the  present  time,  as  was  Jesus 
by  the  same  class  in  his  age,  as  "  not  of  God,"  because  we  "  do 
not  keep  the  Sabbath  day  " ;  butwe  are  persuaded  thatto  expose 
the  popular  delusion  which  prevails  on  this  subject  is  to  advance 
the  cause  of  a  pure  CMsUanity,  to  promote  true  and  aceeptahle  wor- 
ship, and  to  inoaleate  strict  moral  and  reUgious  accountabiUty  in  all 
the  concerns  of  life,  ON  ALL  DAYS  OF  the  week  alike.    .    .    . 

The  programme  of  the  Convention,  as  it  lay  in  Mr. 
Garrison's  mind,  embraced  a  number  of  essays  on  snbdi-    £1^.18:26. 

1  "Cen'eat  pas  que  la  pauvretfi  Tiennede  Dieu,  mads  elle  est  nae  snite  de 
la  corruption  et  dea  matiTBiaeB  convoiiases  des  honnD^B,  .  .  .  Voulea- 
vous  travailler  fi  d^tniiie  la  pauTreM,  travaillei  k  dfitmire  le  p^ch^,  en 
voua  premlSrement,  puis  dans  les  autres,  et  la  servitude  dans  la  socifitfi" 
(Lamennais,  'Paroles  d'un  Croyant,'  1833).    Compare  ante,  2 :  358. 

Vol.  Ill— 15 
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Chap.viii.  visions  of  the  main  topic,  calculated  to  give  a  permanent 
1848.       value  to  the  pampUefc  report.    These  he  assigned  with 

MS.  Jan.  much  fituess,  as  when  Edmund  Quincy  was  pitched  upon 
w.  L^.  to  treat  of  "  the  assumed  judgments  upon  Sabbath-break- 
'"^u-  ^^^^  ^"^*  ^®  could  not  command  the  necessary  collabo- 
■^Z^'      ration,  and  bis  scheme  was  very  imperfectly  carried  out. 

Lib.  18:50,  Three  sets  of  resolutions  were  introduced,  and  furnished 
matter  for  debate  ■ —  the  longest  by  Mr.  G-arrison,  others 
by  John  W.  Browne '  and  Theodore  Parker ;  with  supple- 
mentary ones  by  Charles  K.  Whipple.  George  W.  Benson 
presided  over  the  two  days'  session  in  the  Melodeou  —  an 
ill-lighted  hall  used  on  week-days  for  secular  entertain- 
ments, and  on  Sundays  by  Mr,  Parker's  congregation  as 
their  meeting-house.  The  orthodox  religious  press,  as 
represented  by  the  Boston  Recorder,  voted  Charles  C, 

£i*.  18:53.  Burleigh  the  ablest  speaker,  yet  added:  "The  most 
influential  speaker,  whose  dictates,  whether  opposed  or 
not,  swayed  the  whole  course  of  things,  was  the  redoubt- 
able G-arrlson  himself.  At  every  turn  in  the  business,  his 
hand  grasped  the  steering-oar ;  and,  let  his  galley-slaves 
row  with  what  intent  they  would,  he  guided  aU.  things  at 
his  will."  For  example,  the  "  Prince  of  New  England 
infidelity,"  as  the  same  paper  styled  _him,  successfully 

Lii.  18:51.  opposed  such  of  Mr.  Parker's  resolutions  as  deprecated  a 
Sunday  "  devoted  to  common  work  or  amusements,"  and 

Lib.  iS :  76.  contemplated  one  dedicated  "  to  rest — to  religious,  moral, 
and  intellectual  cidture,  to  social  intercourse."  "I  would 
not,"  said  this  clergyman,  "keep  the  Sunday  like  a  fanatic ; 
I  would  not,  hke  a  fanatic,  destroy  it." 

We  will  not  dwell  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion, in  which  the  promoter's  part  was  foreshadowed  by 

Lii.  18:50,    the  Call.    They  were  published  in  successive  issues  of  the 

63   67   7a  K'  r 

tB!  80!  as!    Liberator,  and  finally  in  pamphlet  form — not  without  a 

^'  ^™''      manifestation  of  Divine  displeasure  by  the  medium  of  a 

z«,  iS:62.    thief,  who  stole  Mr.  Garrison's  overcoat  containing  the 

1 A  lawyer,  originBll;  of  Salem,  Masa.,  at  this  time  of  Boston;  e.  classmate 
and  most  intimate  friend  at  Harrard  of  Charlea  Sumner  (Lib.  30  :  Tl,  90, 
91 !  Pieroe'B  '  Life  of  Sumner,'  2 :  294). 
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phonographic  report,  and  whose  remorse  was  so  nicely  chap.viii. 
graduated  that  he  returned  the  garment  without  the        ^^s 
papers.     The  odium  redoubled  upon  Mr.  Garrison  by  the   z^.  iz-^^. 
religious  press  had  a  special  regard  to  his  abolitionism.       =3'  ^*- 
Concern  for  the  "  sanctity  of  a  day"  was,  on  both  sides   lh.  18:50. 
of  the  Atlantic,  conspicuously  manifested  by  those  most 
indifferent  to  the  "  desecration  of  man."    Thus,  abroad, 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  was  raising  money  to  sup-  lh.  18:50; 
port  the  operations  of  a  Sabbath  League.     At  home,  a     ^\i^g- 
New  England  pro-slavery  Sabbatarian  press  recoiled  from     ^^^\^- 
the  spectacle  of  the  Rev.  John  G.  Palfrey,  a  Massachu^      d^s^ 
setts  Representative  in  Congress,  addressing  to  the  Hon.    /,;*.  18:14. 
Robert  C.  Winthrop,  candidate  for  the  Speakership  of 
the  House,  a  catechism  as  to  his  probable  use  of  the  office 
■with  reference  to   slavery  and  the  Mexican  "War— on 
Sunday!     But  no  pain  was  caused  by  Mr.  Winthrop's 
replying,  on  the  same  day,  in  a  way  to  forfeit  his  anti- 
slavery  eoUeagne's  support. 

The  Anti-Sabbath  Convention  adjourned,  on  motion  of    lh.  18:51. 
Henry  C.  Wright,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  publishing 
committee  in  the  following  year.    Meanwhile,  this  re- 
former, making  free  use  of  the  columns  of  the  Liberator, 
ventilated  his  disquieting  views  of  the  divine  authority 
of  the  Bible  in  connection  with  war  and  slavery,  in  rough, 
axiomatic  fashion,  as  under  the  caption,  "The  Bible  a  £«.  18:153. 
self-evident  falsehood,  if  opposed  to  self-evident  truth," 
and  the  like.     The  editor  defended  his  correspondent's  lh.  18:186. 
right  of  private  judgment,  whoever  might  be  shocked, 
and,  later,  welcomed  from  another  quarter  a  call  for  a  tii.  18:190. 
Bible  Convention.     At  the  Non-Resistance  anniversary        '''■ 
meeting  held  on  the  last  two  days  of  the  year,  he  offered 
a  resolution  denying  that  God, "  as  a  just,  beneficent,  and    lu.  15:3. 
unchangeable  being,"  ever  did  or  could  anthoriae  war, 
"  any  scriptures  (whether  styled  sacred  or  profane)  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding" ;  holding,  nevertheless,  "  that 
Non-Resistance  is  taught  in  the  precepts,  and  illustrated 
in  the  life,  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and,  therefore,  that  no  man 
who  rejects  the  doctrine  is  entitled  to  be  called  a  Chris- 
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Lii.  19:3;    tian  or  a  disciple  of  Christ."    "Why,"  he  asked,  "should 
'■^   '*  ■     we  go  to  a  book  to  settle  the  character  of  war,  ■when  we 
could  judge  of  it  by  its  fruits ! " 

As  the  spring  approached,  it  became  more  aud  more 
manifest  that  Mr,  Ghirrison's  system  had  not  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  his  Ohio  fever.    Not  only  rest  but 
treatment  seemed  necessary,  and  both  inclination  and 
;   counsel — H.  C.  Wright's  above  all  others' — prescribed 
3, 1848,      for  him  the  water-cure.    At  Bensonville,  near  North- 
E.^e^'J"  ampton,  Mass.,  the  seat  of  the  lately  defunct  Community 
Anie.ff. Si,  of  wMch  Georgc  W.  Benson  had  been  a  leading  spirit, 
^3'         and  still  his  home,  a  hydropathic  establishment  had  been 
instituted  by  David  Buggies,  a  colored  man  of  remark- 
Lii.ig-.xa.  able  strength  of  character,  who  had  lost  his  sight  in  the 
service  of  the  "  Underground  Railroad," — i.  e.,  in  shelter- 
ing fugitive  slaves  and  speeding  them  on  their  way,^    In 
MS.  Da.    December,  1847,  Dr.  Buggies,  hearing  of  his  relapse,  had 
'  '^^'      offered  Mr.  Garrison  gratuitous  treatment;  but  not  until 
July  17,      the  following  July  did  the  patient  present  himself.    Ed- 
'^'  ■      mund  Quincy,  with  inexhaustible  self-abnegation,  again 
ii3.  iB:na  granted  this  release  to  his  friend  by  assuming  the  con- 
^vt'J^   duct  of  the  Liberator,  while  Francis  Jackson  and  Wendell 
^'iF'*"  Pl'i'lips  conspired  with  others  to  defray  Garrison's  per- 
Od.-i  I?),'    sonal  expenses  and  lighten  his  domestic  burden, 

Jackson. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 
MS,  NOBTHAMPTOS,  July  18, 1S48. 

The  trip  in  the  cars  to  this  place,  yesterday,  was  much  more 
Heiai  Fran-  pleasant  than  the  one  I  took  with  Fanny,  as  the  heat  was  mneh 
CIS  Garrison,  iggg  intense ;  bat  the  dust  and  Bmoke  were  qiute  as  disagree- 
able—SO  that  I  was  not  sorry  when  I  arrived  at  the  depot. 
There  I  met  with  our  old  friend  David  Lee  Child,  whom  I  bad 
not  seen  for  a.  Ityag  israe,  and  the  pleasure  at  meeting  was 
mutual.  There  is  to  be  a  "Free  Soil"  Convendon  in  this 
town  next  week;  and  to-morrow  Mr.  Child  begins  a  short 

1  Thua,  as  BecretBiy  of  the  New  York  Vigilance  Committee,  he  received 
Frederick  Douglass  and  determined  his  deHtination  ('Iiife  of  Doi^laeB,'ed. 
lSS2,p.205.) 
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tour  through  the  coimty,  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the   Chap.VIii. 
people,  and  ui^iig  upon  them  the  importanee  of  sending  dele-  r"g 

gates  to  the  meetmg.  Bro.  George  drove  down  to  the  depot  a  c.  W.  Ben- 
few  minutes  after  my  arrival,  and  carried  me  and  my  baggage,  *"''■ 
with  Mr.  Child  and  Mrs,  Hammond  i  (whom  we  took  up  by  the 
way),  to  BensonviUe.  On  the  way,  wo  discussed  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  as  vigorously  and  actively  as  possible.  Speaking  of 
Mrs.  Chapman's  visit  to  Europe,  for  educational  purposes  in 
regard  to  her  chUdren,  Mr.  Child  expressed  much  surprise  and 
wonder  at  her  choice,  and  said  that  he  had  supposed  there  was 
not  steam  power  enough  to  drag  her  away  from  the  anti-slavery 
cause  to  the  est«nt  that  her  absence  must  necessarily  require. 
With  us,  and  many  others,  he  regretted  the  step,  and  thought 
it  an  ill-advised  one.^ 

1  Eliaa  P.  Hammond,  fonnerlj  of  New  Tpawioh,  N.  H.,  where  her  hus- 
band, Ml  amateur  portrait  paiater,  had  had  Mr.  Garrison  for  a  sitter  in 
January,  1844. 

2  To  Mrs,  Chapman  herself  Mr.  Garrison  -wrote  on  the  following  day  (M9. 
July  19, 184S) ;  "  How  to  feel  rBSigned  toyour  separation  from  our  little  anti- 
alavery  band  by  a  foreign  residence  of  yeara,  I  scarcely  know ;  but  I  know 
that  the  atop  haa  not  been  hastily  taken  on  your  part,  and  that  there  is  not 
water  enough  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  q^uench  the  flame  of  your  philan- 
thropy. At  home  or  abroad,  you  will  be  equally  untiring  to  promote  that 
ssoced  cause  in  which  jou  haTe  so  loi^  and  bo  effeetively  labored.  SHE,  we 
shall  miss  yon  more  than  words  can  express.  We  have  few  suggestive, 
creative,  executive  minds ;  and  such  is  youra,  In  an  eminent  degree.  Your 
absence,  therefore,  will  not  be  the  absence  of  one  individual,  but  of  many 
in  one.  How.  joyfully  I  testify  to  the  eieamess  of  your  vision  in  the  dark- 
est hours  1  to  the  serenity  and  bravery  of  your  spirit  in  the  most  perilous 
times!  to  the  -  -"  —  '  ■  ■  when  almost  all  others  were 
faltering  1  to  y  le  to  principle  under  the  most 
powerful  temp  'bted  am  I  to  you  for  counsel, 
encouragemen  tl  How  could  the  TAberator 
have  been  gas  t  without  your  powerful  co- 
operation) V  Boston  Female  Antd-Slavery 
Society  but  fc  Massachusetts  and  American 
Anti-Slavery  I  exertions,  independently  of 
your  own?  T  )s  it  not  owe  to  you !  I  know 
what  others  1  ]hey  have  made,  what  labors 
bestowed,  whi  -(I  speak  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  woi  imber  them  all  with  gratitude 
and  admlralioa ;  but  your  position  and  infiueuee  have  been  preeminently 
valuable.  .  .  .  Accept  my  thaiiks,  fervent  but  poor,  for  all  that  you 
have  done."  Mrs.  Chapman  sailed  with  her  children  and  her  sister  Caro- 
line Weston  on  July  19,  1848  fidh.  18  :  118).  On  Oct.  3,  Edmund  Quincy 
wrote  to  K,  D.Webb  (MS.j :  "Tou  can  hardly  imagine  what  a  difference 
the  dosing  of  Mrs.  Chapman's  house  makes  to  me.  Boston  is  a  different 
place  to  me.    Any  of  my  own  blood  relations  might  go  away  and  not  make 
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W.  L.  Garrison  to  Jiis  Wife. 

pBHSONviCLE],  July  23, 1848. 

Aside  from  the  daily  moidents  which  occur  ander  the  Water- 
Cure  roof  (and  these  are  very  a%htly  varied,  and  of  no  interest 
to  any  but  the  patients),  there  is  nothing  in  all  Has  region  to 
stimulate  the  mind,  excepting  a  contemplation  of  the  beautiful 
and  grand  in  Nature  —  nothing  occurring  worth  putting  on 
record.  Perhaps  a  continued  resddence  in  the  country  would 
operate  upon  me  differently ;  but  I  have  been  so  long  accus- 
tomed to  the  bustle  and  excitement  of  a  city  hfe  that  it  is  (imte 
essential  to  the  activity  of  my  brain.  My  ideality  is  a  large 
organ  —  so  the  phrenologists  say,  and  so  I  belieire ;  and  if  I 
were  sufQeiently  transcendental  to  live  in  an  ideal  state,  I  could 
well  enjoy  the  solitude  of  a  country  residence,  where  one  is  cut 
off  from  intercourse  with  society.  But  I  see  too  many  things  on 
terra  firma  that  need  to  be  corrected  or  destroyed  — ■  the  earth  is 
too  much  stained  with  human  blood  —  there  are  too  many  of  my 
race  suffering  for  lack  of  food,  trampled  beneath  the  hoofs  of 
tyranny,  plundered  of  sacred  and  inalienable  r^hts,  groping  in 
mental  darkness,  victimized  by  those  twin  monsters,  bigotry  and 
superstition,  wallowing  in  the  mire  of  sensuality,  and  sighing  to 
be  brought  into  the  glorious  "  Uberty  of  the  sons  of  God  "^  to 
aEow  me  to  dwell  in  an  ideal  state,  or  to  gaze  upon  imaginary 
rainbows  in  the  clouds,  pleasant  as  it  might  be  under  other 
cireumstaaees.  Therefore  my  benevolence  overtopsmy  ideality, 
and  makes  me  gjreatly  prefer  the  practical  to  the  fanciful.  I 
want,  first  of  all,  to  see  the  horrid  system  of  slavery  abolished 
in  this  country ;  and  then  everything  else  that  is  evB.*    .    .     . 

Of  the  nineteen  patients  who  are  here,  a  majority  are  men. 
They  are  all  well  behaved,  and  very  pleasant,  I  believe  I  am 
the  gayest  of  the  lot  —  perhaps  it  is  because  I  am  the  least 
advanced  in  the  "  cure."  My  oi^an  of  mirthfulness  is  constantly 
eseited.  ,  .  .  Most  of  the  females  are  yoiujg  ladies,  all  of 
them  remarkably  silent  (for  their  sex,  of  course),  and  none  of 
them  very  interesting  (though  I  dare  say  they  are  all  very 
worthy),  excepting  a  Miss  Thayer  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,who, 

such  a  ohaDge.  For  I  love  not  only  the  society  of  herself  and  her  family, 
but  in  a  great  degree  of  all  her  aisteis,  tw.  But  I  have  had  the  advantage 
of  It  for  ten  years,  and  that  is  a  good  slice  of  life," 

1  In  this  analysis  we  discern  the  liroitations  of  Mr.  Garrison's  poetic 
faculty.  Ab  will  have  been  remarked,  hia  aversion  tfl  Kving  in  the  country 
did  not  prevent  him  from  being  an  ardent  admirer  of  fine  natural  scenery. 
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beiag  a  "  G-arrisonian  "  abolitionist,  and  a  thorougligoing  re-  Chap.VHI. 
former,  must,  of  course,  be  very  agreeable.  She  reminds  me  a  j.^g 
little  of  Elizabeth  Pease  of  Darlington,  though  younger  by  one- 
half.  She  is  a  ri^d  Grabamite,  and  deems  it  wrong  to  take  the 
life  of  any  animal  for  food  —  even  to  destroy  a  spider  or  snake. 
She  was  surprised,  she  said,  to  see  me,  yesterday,  take  up  a 
stone  tfl  kill  a  snake  which  lay  across  my  pathway,  a  few  yards 
from  the  house,  with  his  forked  tongue  thrust  out  in  self-de- 
fence ;  though  he  got  away  unharmed. 


W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Bensonville,  July  26,  1848.  MS. 

To-day  there  is  to  be  a  Free  SoU  Convention  in  Northampton, 
and  several  o£  us  will  go  down  this  afternoon  to  judge  of  its 
character  and  spirit  —  dispensing  with  our  usual  bath.  The 
defection  from  the  Taylor  and  Cass  ranks,  in  this  section  of  the  ZacAaty 
State,  appears  to  be  considerable,  and  is  every  day  inoreaang.  i^'^caji. 
It  seems  probable,  now,  that  there  wiL  be  no  choice  of  electors 
in  Massachusette,  by  the  people,  at  the  November  electioii.i  I 
long  to  see  the  day  when  the  great  issue  mth  the  Slave  Power, 
of  the  immediate  dissolution  of  the  Union,  will  be  made  by  all 
the  free  States,  for  then  the  conflict  will  be  a  short  and  decisive 
one,  and  hberty  will  triumph.  The  Free  Soil  movement  inevi- 
tably leads  to  it,  and  hence  I  hail  it  as  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

The  new  movement  had  had  a  some-what  rapid  develop- 
ment. From  Cineinnati,  in  May,  had  issued  a  call  for  a  lh.  is  :  sx. 
People's  Convention  to  be  held  at  Columhns,  Ohio,  on  Jnne 
21,  to  form  a  party  based  on  opposition  to  slavery  exten- 
sion. Whigs,  Democrats,  and  Liberty  Party  men  mingled 
in  the  three  thousand  signers  to  the  call.  Mr.  G-arrison 
did  not  see  in  this  combination  Eind  its  object  the  "moral 
display  "  which  its  promoters  alleged, 

"Our  gratification,"  he  said,  "at  this  movement  is  found  ii*.  18:82. 
only  in  the  evidence  that  it  gives,  that  the  anti-slavery  agitation 
is  spreading  among  all  classes  at  the  North.  As  for  the  issue 
that  is  presented  —  free  territory —  it  is  weaker  than  the  spider's 
web ;  a  single  breath  of  the  Slave  Power  will  blow  it  away. 
Never  again,  inhile  remaining  in  the  Union,  will  the  free  States 
1  So  the  BTSnt  proved  (lAb.  18  :  182). 
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Chap.Vui,  present  so  uaanimous  and  formidable  an  opposition  to  the 
j^^g  demands  of  tliat  omnipotent  Power  as  they  did  in  regard  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas;  and  in  eonseuting  to  ratify  that  direful 
aet,  they  proclaimed  their  readiness  to  sanction  any  fresh  deed 
of  villany  that  Slavery  might  perpetrate.  Every  other  move- 
ment, except  that  of  a  DISSOLUTION  OF  THK  UNION,  -wiU 
be  laughed  at  by  the  South." 

He  had  already,  speaking  for  the  Massachusetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  said  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  that  it  was 
interesting  as  a  symptom  of  anti-slavery  sentiment ;  hut 

LikiB:is.  "we  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  comparative  indifference 
whether  that  Proviso  receives  the  sanction  of  Congress  or 
not,  feeling  that  the  attempt  to  restrain  slavery  by  laws 
and  constitutions  is  precisely  equivalent  to  damming  up 
the  Mississippi  with  bulrushes,  and  that  the  man  who 
expects  anything  but  failure  from  such  a  plan  has  still 
the  a  b  c  of  his  country's  history  to  learn."    To  this  Pro- 

i!*, 18:103,  viso  the  four  hundred  delegates  who  met  at  Columbus 
pledged  their  votes  and  their  concerted  action,  and  ended 
by  calling  another  convention  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Au- 
gust 9.     Meanwhile,  a  great  mass  convention  on  the  same 

Lii.  18:106.  lines  was  held  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  on  June  28,  under  the 
presidency  of  Samuel  Hoar  and  leadership  of  Stephen  C. 
Philhps  and  Charles  Francis  Adams,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Joshua  Er.  Giddings ;  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
State,  as  Mr.  Garrison's  letters  have  just  shown,  the  agi- 
tation was  carried  on  during  the  month  of  July.    The 

i/*,  18:94,  "Conscience  Whigs"  of  Massachusetts  were  in  revolt 
^^'  '°^'  against  the  action  of  their  party  at  Philadelphia  on  June 
7,  when  the  popular  hero  of  the  Mexican  War,  Gen. 
Zaehary  Taylor,  a  Louisiana  slaveholder,  was  nominated 
for  President,  in  disregard  of  the  claims  of  Clay  and  of 
Webster.! 

1  Of  these  ataniling  candidates  in  peKn  Mr.  Garrison  declared  in  May 
^iift.  18:74);  "Nothingeanberaore  ftdlaeious  than  tlieir  espectationa.  To 
thoae  who  have  asked  us  privately,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  who  would 
in  our  opinion  he  the  Preaiilentiai  isindidate  of  the  Whig  Party,  our  reply 
has  been,  unheaitfttingly  and  emphatically^ Zaehary  Taylor."  Press 
nominations  ofTayJorb^an  as  far  back  as  thedate indicated  ("-Cifi.  17:61), 
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Before  the  Buffalo  Conyention  assembled,  Mr.  Grarrison  Chap.viu, 
betook  himself  to  the  water-core,  and  it  fell  to  Quincy  to  i^g. 
counsel  the  readers  of  the  Liberator  in  regard  to  the  bud- 
ding Free  Soil  Party.  Though  its  aims  were  cireum- 
seribed,  he  said,  abolitionists  must  incidentally  give  it  z.i*.  18:126, 
help.  "  Their  relation  to  it  is  of  a  totally  different  char- 
acter from  that  they  bore  to  the  late  Liberty  Party," 
which  was  the  antagonist  and  not  the  ally  of  the  anti- 
slavery  movement,  and  ofBcered  by  deserters.  The  Free 
Soil  movement  sprang  from  an  honest  hatred  of  slavery, 
and  it  would  be  fed  by  the  abolitionists — the  first  prod- 
uct of  whose  teachings  was  always  political  voters — as 
its  predecessor  had  been.i  "  It  was  our  agitation  alone," 
continued  Mr.  Quincy,  "that  kept  the  Third  Party  alive 
until  it  was  merged  in  the  Independent  Democratic  Party 
by  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Hale."  y,  p.  Hale. 

Hale  had,  very  deliberately,  accepted  the  Liberty  Party's  ub.  is :  17. 
nomination,  declining  to  take  the  badge  of  its  name,  but 
consenting  to  its  ends.  Soon  after,  he  gave  the  finishing 
stroke  to  the  myth  of  sole  heirship  to  immediate  abolition- 
ism so  assiduously  cherished  by  the  Leavitt,  Birney,  and 
Stanton  faction.  Holding  that  faction's  commiBsion  for 
the  Presidency,  he  assured  the  U.  S.  Senate  that  "we  Zij. iSijo. 
desire  no  interference  with,  nor  distorbanee  of,  the  exist- 
ing institutions  of  the  States.  .  .  .  Let  us  alone  —  it 
is  all  that  we  desire,  ail  that  we  ask."    Some  weeks  later 

1  Wendell  Pbillipa  wrote  to  Elizaheth  Pease  lu  Oetol)er,  1844  jMS.) :  "  In 
three  towns  where  I  lecturetl  summer  liefore  tMs,  the  Liberty  Party  Tote 
tnWfA  the  nest  eleetion ;  and  thnngh  some  thought  I  did  not,  on  these 
occasions,  labor  03  miiefc  on  the  point  of  the  sin  of  that  party  as  I  ought, 
atill,  with  us  all,  the  result  ia  something  like  thia.  Wlerever  Abby  Kelley 
lectured  last  winter,  they  followed  the  next  week,  and  wovdd  often,  not- 
withstanding all  she  could  do,  get  more  aubsorihers  for  their  papers  than 
she  eould  for  the  iiBeraior.  You,  who  know  the  LiheraUir,  know  that  it 
requlrea  a  pretty  _/^(i(-grown  man  to  relish  its  meat."  Earlier  in  tie  same 
year,  addresaing  the  same  oorreapoudent,  he  wrote  (MS.  April,  1844):  "Aa 
fast  aa  we,  the  Old  Organization,  make  aboliiioniats,  the  new  converta 
run  right  into  Liberty  Party,  and  become  almost  or  wholly  hoatile  to  us. 
This  reaulta  from  the  stcoDg  leaning  of  our  national  character  ta  politics. 
.  .  .  It  ia  disheartening  to  see  that  every  blow  we  strike  thus  l«lla  in  a 
degree  against  ourselves,  and  yet  duty  bids  us  keep  on  atriMng," 
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Lid.  18:70.  he  denied,  in  the  same  place,  that  he  had  ever  "counselled, 
advised,  or  aided  in  any  way" — or  ever  would — "any 
encroachment  upon  the  Constitution,  in  any  of  its  pro- 
visions or  eonipromises."  So  that  his  anti-slavery  aggres- 
siveness was  purely  in  self-defonee ;  and  self-defence 
proceeded  apologetically  from  the  ground  that  slavery 
was  no  coneera  of  the  free  States  so  loug  as  the  system 
kept  withiu  its  own  limits  —  but  these  limits  ■were  not 
those  of  1789,  nor  of  1820,  nor  of  1845,  but  of  any  given 
year  subsequent  to  the  latest  triumphant  invasion  of  the 

z.ii. 18:130.  national  domain.  "If  it  carry  its  point,"  said  Quincy, 
of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  "slavery  will  still  exist  and 
flourish " ;  but  if  it  stop  there,  it  had  better  never  have 
been  horn. 

z;*.  i8:i3J.  Whigs  and  Democrats  managed  the  Buffalo  Conven- 
tion that  resulted  in  placing  before  the  country  the 
nominations  of  Martin  Van  Buren  for  President,  and 
Charles  Francis  Adams  for  Vice-President,  on  a  plat- 

i!4. 18:14a.  form  of  "Free  Soil,  Free  Speech,  Free  Labor,  and  Free 
Men  [wherever  slavery  is  not  established  already]."  The 
Liberty  Party  representatives  were  there  to  yield,  not 
to  dictate.  They  heard,  with  feeble  protests.  President 
Mahan  of  Oberlin  claim  the  credit  of  the  new  movement 
for  Ohio,  and  inquire  whether,  if  they  could  have  had  the 
drawing  up  of  the  platform,  they  could  have  produced  a 
better.  In  the  conference  committee  over  the  nomina- 
tions, Henry  B.  Btanton  was  authorized  to  say  that  John 
P.  Hale  would  submit  to  the  action  of  the  Convention ; 
and  when  Van  Buren  led  largely  on  the  first  ballot, 
Joshua  Leavitt  completed  the  suicide  of  the  Liberty 
Party  by  moving  that  Van  Buren's  nomination  be  made 

Lib.  18: 146.  unanimous.^  "  The  Free  SoU  Party  exists,"  wrote  Quincy, 
"  not  because,  but  in  spite  of  "  the  Liberty  Party. 

Lii.  i8;ioa.  Van  Buren  had  already  come  out  against  any  further 
1  "The  Liberty  Party  began  well  and  ended  badly.  .  .  .  With  the 
deaortion  of  It  by  Mr.  Leavitt,  Mr.  Stanton.  LewlH  Tappan,  and  others,  I 
had  no  sjTQpatliy.  Mr.  Leavitt's  prominent  part  in  the  nominating  of  Van 
Buren  was  very  offensive  tome"  (Ma  November  26, 1870,  Gerrit  Smith  to 
W.  L.  G.). 
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enlargement  of  the  slave  area,  affirming  the  power  of  Con-  Chap.viii. 
gress  in  tbe  premises,  and  refusing  to  support  either  Lewis        ig^s. 
Cass  or  Zachary  Taylor.     He  had  at  once  received  the 
nomination  of  the  Barnburners'  Convention  at  Utiea, 
which  was  thus  imposed  upon  the  Buffalo  Convention. 
His  letter  of  acceptance  was  adroit  and  plausible,  and 
virtually  retraeted  his  pledge,  made  while  President,  to    Anie.s-.ss, 
veto  any  biH  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.    Still,  though  the  Liberty  Party  might  swallow  him 
without  making  a  wry  face,  the  venerable  trickster  could 
but  excite  the  distrust  of  the  abolition  chiefs. 

Mr.  Garrison  wrote  privately  in  August  to  Mr.  Quiney 
from  Northampton : 

"As  for  the  Free  Soil  movement,  I  feel  that  great  care  is  Lib.  18^134. 
demanded  of  us  Dismiionists,  both  in  the  Stamdard  and  the 
Lihefratar,  in  giving  credit  to  whom  credit  is  due,  and  yet  in 
no  ease  even  seeming  to  be  satisfied  with  it.  It  is  only  placmg 
the  country  in  precisely  the  same  condition,  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  that  it  occupied  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  —  to  wit, 
that  slavery  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  new  territories ;  that 
it  ought  to  be  abohshed  (when  or  how  is  not  stated  in  the  new 
creed)  in  aU  our  Territorial  possessions  —  (nothing,  I  believe, 
is  said  about  its  abohtion  in  the  Distriot  of  Columbia) ;  and  that 
Congress  has  no  Constitutional  power  to  meddle  with  it  in  the 
several  States — (another  repudiation  of  Spooner's,  Goodell's,  Lyncnder 
nd  Smith's  dogma  on  that  point). 

"  Our  Disunion  ground  is  invulnerable,  1 
at  the  North  must  eome  ere  long.  The  temptation  to  vote, 
however,  at  the  coming  election,  will  be  so  great  that  I  fear  a 
considerable  number  of  Disunionists,  and  even  of  professed 
non-resistants,  will  fall  into  the  snare,  and  try  to  persuade 
themselves  that,  for  this  once,  they  may  innocently,  and  even 
laudably,  'bow  down  in  the  house  of  Kimmon.'  Calm  yet 
earnest  appeals  must  be  made  to  our  friends  to  preserve  their 
integrity,  and  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  true  issue.  Already,  in 
this  region,  I  hear  it  said  that  a  number  of  those  who  have 
hitherto  acted  with  us  think  they  can  now  vote,  even  for 
Martin  Van  Buren !    What  infatuation ! "  1 

1  As  the  election  drew  nigh.  Quiney  wrote  to  Webh  (MS.  Oct.  3, 1848), 
that  the  Free  Soil  fever  "baa  carried  off  multitudes  of  our  abolitioniste, 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  of  them  will  never  recover  themaelves." 
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Chap. VIII.       Similar  counsel,  apropos  of  an  impending  anti-slavery 

is^g.        meeting,  was  conveyed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrison  to 

Samuel  May,  Jr.,  written  after  tlie  Presidential  election : 

MS.  Dec.         "  As  (or  the  '  Free  Soil '  movement,  I  am  for  hailing  it  as  a 
'  cheering  sign  of  the  times,  and  an  unmistakable  proof  of  the 

progress  we  have  made,  nnder  God,  in  changing  public  senti- 
ment. Those  who  have  left  the  Whig  and  Demoeratie  parties, 
for  conscience'  sake,  and  joined  that  moTement,  deserre  our 
commendation  and  sympathy ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is  our  duty 
to  show  them,  and  all  others,  that  there  is  a  higher  position  to 
be  attained  by  them,  or  they  wiU  have  the  blood  of  the  slave 
staining  their  garments.  This  can  be  done  charitably,  yet 
faithfoUy.  On  the  two  old  parties,  especially  the  Wliig- Taylor 
pairty,  I  would  espend — pro  tempore,  at  least  —  onr  heaviest 
ammonition." 

The  country  found  itself,  in  fact,  as  Mr.   Garrison 
Ariie.p.23s.  pointed  out,  where  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Missouri  con- 
troversy thirty  years  before,  and  on  the  eve  of  as  base  a 
compromise.    The  Free  Soil  Party  arose  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  enormous  acquisitions  of  territory  through 
the  treaty  with  Mexico  had  intensified  the  dread  of  pro- 
iii.  18:194;  slavery  aggrandizement ;  but  it  was  feeble  in  numbers  on 
'^  *  ^'       its  first  demonstration  at  the  poUs,  and  before  it  could  be 
consolidated  it  was  blighted  by  a  settlement  which  tem- 
porarily removed  the  grounds  of  its  agitation,  and  there- 
fore of  its  excuse  for  being.    It  had  no  share,  as  a  party, 
in  the  anti-slavery  achievements  of  the  year  under  oon- 
ii'*.iB:i3o.  sideration,  when  the  South  was  forced  to  admit  Oregon 
Lii.  18:133;  with  its  prohibition  of  slavery —  Polk  assenting  on  the 
'^'  ^  '      pretext  that  the  new  State  lay  north  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
360  yt.      promise  parallel  if  protracted  (as  he,  like  Calhoun,  would 
have  had  it) ;  when,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
£i*.i3:302;  Committee  on  Territories  was  instructed  to  bring  inabOl 
'^^'  '■       to  organize  New  Mexico  and  California  as  free  Territories ; 
za.ig:6.    and  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  bring 
in  a  bill  abolishing  the  slave-trade  there  —  a  vote  which 
i«.i8:2o6i  sent  the  Southern  Congressmen  into  a  caucus  breathing 
i^^'    secession  and  revolution.    Add  the  defeat  by  the  House 
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of  the  Clayton  compromise  meEKnre  —  the  final  Southern 
attempt  to  enforce  the  assumption  that  the  free  status  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  debatable,  and  to  make  a 
nominal  concession  to  Oregon  serve  as  a  counter  in  the 
game  to  win  New  Mexico  and  California  for  slavery. 

Amid  all  this,  the  contemner  of  compromise,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  passed  most  unhappy  days.  He  had,  as  Secretary 
of  State,  engineered  the  annexation  of  Texas,  in  order  to 
forestall  British  (and  therefore  abolition)  possession,  but 
he  was  no  "  manifest  destiny  "  filibuster,  and  he  was  filled 
with  alarm  at  the  wholesale  dismemberment  of  Mexico 
contemplated  by  some  of  his  section  after  the  conquest. 
He  dreaded  the  taking  into  a  "  white  man's  government 
new  States  both  free  and  inhabited  by  a  mixed  population. 
On  that  side,  Aetaon-like  {in  Whittier's  fine  metaphor) 
he  shook  to  hear  the  bay  of  his  own  hounds.  On  the  other, 
the  "defensive"  seizure  of  a  vast,  sparsely-settled  wilder- 
ness to  the  north  of  the  Gila  and  the  Rio  Grande,  dedi- 
cated to  freedom  by  the  law  of  Mexico,  and  which  slavery 
could  not  colonize  as  fast  as  freedom,  returned  to  plague 
the  inventor,  by  renewing  his  mortal  apprehension  of  the 
loss  of  the  slaveholding  jiceponderance  in  Congress.  He 
tried,  by  the  Clayton  makeshift,  to  gain  time  for  Southern 
immigration  and  control,  by  forbidding  the  Territorial 
governments  of  New  Mexico  and  California  to  take  any 
action  for  or  against  the  introduction  of  slave  property. 
Beaten  in  this,  he  became  frantic  on  the  presentation, 
through  Senator  Benton,  of  a  petition  from  the  people  of 
New  Mexico  asking  for  a  Territorial  organization  exclusive 
of  slavery.  "  Most  insolent,"  he  called  it,  from  men  whose 
confines  had  been  conquered  to  the  Union  by  the  very 
slaveholders  they  wished  to  keep  out.  Equally  wild  and 
ruffianly  (in  slave-driving  fashion)  was  his  language  in  the 
debates  growing  ont  of  the  Drayton  and  Sayres  adventure 
—  a  wholesale  running  off  by  water  of  a  large  body  of 
slaves  from  the  District  of  Columbia.  Even  to  his  North- 
ern  lieutenant,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who  warned  him  that 
he  was  making  capital  for  the  political  abolitionists,  he 
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retorted  bitterly  and  offensively.  In  the  Presidential 
Lii.i3:i5o.  canvass  he  had  DO  heart  and  took  no  side.  Party  afBlia- 
tions  kept  him  from  supporting  Taylor,  and  for  Cass  he 
ii*.  18:105.  laeked  the  philosophy  of  Douglas,  who  advised  the  South 
generally  to  prefer  doughface  Presidents —  L  e..,  Northern 
men  -with  Southern  principles.  If  the  "Wilmot  Proviso 
ever  becomes  a  law,  said  this  sagacious  politician,  it  will 
be  by  the  signature  of  a  Southern  President.  "  Yon  [of 
the  South]  may  get  the  man,  and  they  [of  the  North]  the 

The  election  of  Taylor  —  a  necessary  choice  of  evils  — 
had  its  chief  siguificanee  for  the  abolitionists  in  the  fact 
that  his  slaveholding  gave  no  offence  to  the  country  at 
large.  The  Congressional  debates  of  the  year,  touching 
every  aspect  of  the  slavery  question,  had  vastly  assisted 
their  labors  in  moulding  public  sentiment.  Their  preemi- 
Ftb.  23.      nent  ally  in  that  arena,  John  Qnincy  Adams,  had,  indeed, 

Lit.  18  :'35,  been  taken  away  by  death ;  but  his  place  had  been  more 
■^°'        than  made  good  by  Giddings,  Palfrey,  and  Hale,  as  could 

LH.  18:69,    b^  measured  by  their  action  to  rid  the  District  of  slavery 

^□2^:106.^'  ^"d  the  slave-trade.  Mr.  Garrison  might  well  have  left 
on  record  his  deliberate  judgment  of  the  ex-President,  but 
he  chose  rather  to  refer  his  readers  to  Theodore  Parker's 
sermon  upon  him,  tempering  its  excessive  praise  of  his 
anti-slavery  career  by  the  nice,  but  absolutely  just,  (juali- 

Lib.  18 :  93.    fication — "In  Mr.  Adams,  the  sJare  never  had  a  champion." 

Chance,  not  long  after,  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 

revise  his  opinion  of  Dr.  Channing.     He  read  with  great 

Lib.  iSiBa.  interest,  and  with  moeh  admiration  for  the  execution  of 
the  work,  William  Henry  Channing's  Memoir  of  his  uncle, 
upon  its  appearance.  The  following  analysis  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  man  whose  hearty,  personal  cooperation  Mr. 
Garrison  had  longed  to  secure,  and  who  had  met  with 

Aai{,\:i,^.  silence  the  only  advances  that  could  in  delicacy  be  made 
for  an  interview  that  might  remove  mutual  misunder- 
standing, is  perhaps  not  likely  to  be  superseded.  Its  criti- 
cism is  also,  it  need  hardly  be  remarked,  unconscious 
self -portraiture ; 
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"  My  impressions  of  Dr.  Channiug  were,  tiat  he  was  some-  Lii.  i8 
what  cold  in  temperament,  timid  in  spirit,  and  oraoular  in  feel-  An/e,  s 
ing.  But  these  have  been  greatly,  if  not  entirely,  removed  by  ''  ■ 
a  perusal  of  this  iTemoir.  I  see  him  now  in  a  new  phase  ^  in  a 
better  light.  He  certainly  had  no  ardor  of  soul,  but  a  miJd  and 
steady  warmth  oi  character  appears  to  have  been  natural  to 
him.  I  do  not  now  think  that  he  was  timid,  in  a  condemnatory 
sense ;  but  his  circumspection  was  almost  excessive,  his  venera- 
tion large,  and  distrust  of  himself,  rather  than  a  fear  of  others, 
led  him.  to  appear  to  shrink  from  an  uncompromising  applica- 
tion of  the  principles  he  cherished.  In  the  theological  arena 
he  exhibited  more  courage  than  elsewhere ;  yet,  even  there,  he 
was  far  from  being  boldly  aggressive,  for  controversy  was  not 
to  his  taste.  In  striving  to  be  cathoHc  and  magnanimous,  he 
was  led  to  apologize  for  those  who  deserved  severe  condemna- 
tion. He  was  ever  reluctant  to  believe  that  men  sin  wilfully, 
and,  therefore,  preferred  to  attack  sin  in  the  abstract  than  to 
deal  with  it  personally.  He  was  ready  to  condemn  the  fruit, 
but  not  the  tree ;  for,  by  a  strange  moral  disorimination,  he 
could  separate  the  one  from  the  other,  Henee,  Ms  testimonies  An/e,  2 
were  not  very  effective.  In  the  abstract,  the  vilest  of  men  are 
willing  to  admit  that  their  conduct  is  reprehensible  ;  but,  prac- 
tically, they  demand  exemption  from  condemnation. 

"In  a  pioneering  sense.  Dr.  Channing  was  not  a  reformer; 
sympathetically,  and  through  a  conscientious  conviction,  he  was. 
If  he  had  lived  in  the  days  of  the  prophets  or  the  apostles,  he 
would  have  deplored  their  excessive  zeal,  their  denunciatory 
spirit,  theu^  in  discriminate  condemnation,  theirrash  procedure, 
their  lack  of  charity  and  gentleness ;  yet  he  would  have  had  no 
hand  in  their  persecution,  but  would  have  commended  them  as  Anii,  z 
actuated  fay  a  sincere  purpose,  and  as  having  a  righteous  object 
in  view.  He  would  have  felt  that  tiie  priests  and  rulers  who 
were  subjected  to  their  terrible  rebukes  were  dealt  with  far 
too  roughly ;  and  this  would  have  moved  him  to  say  a  word  in 
their  favor,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  punishment ; 
yet  lie  would  have  confessed,  and  wept  over,  the  prevalent 
guilt  in  the  land,  and  acknowledged  that  both  priest  and  ruler 
were  laigely  to  blame  for  it.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  was  a  seri- 
ous defect  in  his  character,  and  greatly  impaired  his  moral 
usefuhie^. 

"  For  esample  —  he  saw  with  great  clearness,  and  deplored 
with  much  sincerity,  the  horrors  of  slavery  and  the  injustice 
of  slaveholding ;  but  he  did  not  like  to  hear  slaveholders  de- 
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.  nouaced,  and  regarded  many  of  them  as  worthy  of  Christian 
recognition.  He  was  for  drawing  out  leviathan  with  a  cord, 
or  ensnaring  him  as  a  bird  —  forgetting  that  the  TOOnster  re- 
gards iron  as  straw,  and  brass  as  rotten  wood.  No  one  ever 
seemed  to  be  m.ore  deeply  convinced  of  the  iniquitons  and  deso- 
lating nature  of  war  than  himself;  be  was  fervent  in  his  pleas 
for  peace ;  yet  he  held  to  the  right  of  fighting  in  what  is  falsely 
called  self-defence,  and  therefore  failed  to  lay  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  tree.  It  was  so  ia  his  treatment  of  all  other  popa- 
Sar  sins  and  sinners.  He  either  lacked  true  moral  discrimina- 
tion, or  stem  integrity  to  principle. 

"  I  believe  he  was  a  sincere  man,  and  true  to  his  own  con- 
victions of  duty.  I  think,  as  far  as  he  saw  the  light,  he  was 
disposed  to  walk  in  the  light,  however  great  the  peril  or  start- 
ling the  consequences.  He  had  in  an  eminent  degree  self- 
respect,  which  kept  him  from  self-degradation  by  wilfully 
doing  that  which  he  knew  to  be  wrong.  His  Memoir  impresses 
me  with  a  deep  sense  of  his  purity  and  uprightness.  If  he  had 
given  himself  to  any  specific  reform,  without  compromise,  as  a 
lecturing  agent,  or  in  any  other  way  that  would  have  brought 
him  in  daily  contact  with  the  people  of  the  land,  I  think  his 
moral  vision  would  have  been  purged,  and  his  judgment  of 
men  and  things  rectified.  In  such  a  conflict,  he  had  no  praotioal 
experience  whatever;  and,  without  that  experience,  he  was 
not  qualified  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  language  and  measures 
of  those  who  were  valiantly  contending  for  the  right  against 
a,  host  of  evil-doers.  He  was  studious,  contemplative,  eloset- 
bonuded ;  it  was  impossible,  therefore,  for  him  to  be  iu  the 
stem  battle  of  life,  or  to  perceive  in  what  quarter  the  assault 
was  to  be  most  vigorously  made.  Tet  it  is  equally  interesting 
and  cheering,  in  reading  his  Memoir,  to  perceive  his  growing 
interest  in  reform  and  reformers.  His  voice  of  rebuke  to  a 
guilty  nation  was  growing  stronger,  and  his  'all  bail'  to  the 
true-hearted  more  emphatic,  continually. 

"  We  must  judge  him  by  the  position  that  he  occupied ;  we 
must  compare  him  with  others  who  moved  in  the  same  sphere 
of  life ;  otherwise,  we  shall  be  liable  to  undervalue  his  merits. 
He  was  a  clergyman  —  an  office  which  it  ia  scarcely  possible 
for  any  man  to  fill  without  loss  of  independence,  or  spiritual 
detriment.  In  Ms  case,  it  seems  to  have  been  merely  technical, 
though  he  might  have  made  it  subservient  to  personal  ambition 
and  selfishness,  as  thousands  of  others  have  done.  That  he 
did  not  do  so,  is  something  to  his  credit    A  pulpit  Abdiel  is 
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seldom  foiuid  in  aoy  land.    He  was,  moreover,  a  doctor  o£  Chap.Viii, 
divinity — by  title,  one  of  tlie  class  so  correctly  described  by        j^g 
the  intrepid  reprover,  Isaiah  (Ivi.  10).    Bat,  thoi^h  a  D.  D.,  he 
was  not  a  '  dumb  dog.'    Probably  no  one  eared  for  titles  less 
than  himseK.     Compare  him,  in  moral  intrepidity,  in  popnlar  Anir.  2:106. 
usefulness,  in  reformatory  labors,  with  the  Kev.  Dr.  Godman,     Jnhn  Cod- 
Rey.  Dr.  Woods,  Rev.  Dr.  Humphrey,  and  a  host  of  others,   ^j'l^^ 
and  what  pigmies  they  are  by  his  side !    His  pregminence  was       Hevuin 
not  intellectual  —  for  he  had  not  an  estraordinary  intellect —       "'"^  '  ^' 
but  moral,  religious,  humane,  in  the  largest  and  best  use  of 
those  terms.    He  was  utterly  divorced  from  bigotry  and  sec- 
tarism.    He  believed  in  eternal  progress,  and  therefore  never 
stood  still,  but  went  onward — if  not  rapidly,  without  faltering. 
He  changed  his  views  and  positions  from  time  to  time,  but  only 
to  advance  ^  never  to  retreat.    Theologically,  he  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  prodigy  on  the  score  of  independent  investigation 
and  free  utterance.    In  this  field,  his  labors  cannot  be  over- 
estimaied. 

"Again — he  moved  in  a  wealthy  and  an  aristocratic  circle, 
or  rather  was  smroanded  by  those  who  are  the  last  to  sym- 
pathize with  outcast  humanity,  or  to  beheve  that  any  good 
thing  can  come  out  of  Nazareth.  To  write  and  speak  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  as  he  did  ~  imsatisf actory  as  it  was  to  the 
abolitionists,  who  yearned  to  have  him  take  still  higher  ground 
—  was,  in  his  position,  an  act  of  true  heroism  and  of  positive 
self -sacrifice  ;  and,  for  a  time  —  extending  almost  to  th.e  hour 
of  his  death  —  cost  him  the  friendship  of  many  whose  good 
opinions  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  could  induce  him  to  for- 
feit. The  Unitarian  denomination,  aa  such,  was  deeply  afflicted  Ante.f.  24. 
and  mortified  at  his  abolition  tendencies ;  and,  in  spite  of  its 
almost  idolatrous  attachment  to  him,  it  could  scarcely  be  at 
peace  with  him.  Now  that  he  is  dead  and  the  times  have 
greatly  changed,  there  is  nothing  to  which  that  denomination 
(especially  when  charged  with  being  stiU  pro-slavery)  more 
complacently  points,  in  the  illustrious  career  of  Dr.  Channing, 
than  to  his  efforts  to  extirpate  slavery  in  the  land. 

"  Much  to  my  regret,  I  had  no  personal  acquaintance  with 
this  remarkable  man,  thoi^h  I  longed  for  at  least  a  single 
interview.  But  the  lAerdior  was  not  to  his  taste,  and  my 
manner  of  conducting  the  anti-slavery  enterprise  seemed  to 
him  harsh,  repulsive,  and  positively  injurious.  As  he  never  A?ik.i-.i,66: 
expressed  a  wish  to  converse  with  me,  I  did  not  feel  free  to  "■^^'  *^' 
intrude  myself  upon  his  notice.  For  twelve  years,  he  saw  me 
Vol.  III.— 16 
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Chap. VIII.    struggling  against  all  that  was  evil  in  ihe  land — in  a  cause 
1848.         worthy  of  universal  aoelaim  —  with  fidelity  and  an  unfaltering 
spirit — hut  during  aU  that  time  he  never  conveyed  to  me, 
directly  or  indirectly,  a  word  of  cheer,  or  a  whisper  of  encour- 
agement.   Conseqaently,  we  never  met  for  an  interchange  of 
sentiments.     Had  we  done  so,  though  there  is  no  probabihty 
that  we  should  have  seen  eye  to  eye  in  all  things,  we  might 
have  been  mutually  benefited.    I  am  sure  that  he  misjudged 
my  spirit,  as  well  as  misapprehended  the  philosophy  of  the 
aoti-slavery  reform ;   and  I  now  think  that  I  did  not  fully 
appreciate  the  difficulties  of  his  situation  or  the  pecuharities 
of  his  mind.    His  great  mistake  was  —  it  amounted  almost  to 
infatuation  —  in  supposing  that  a  national  evil  like  that  of 
slavery,  two  centuries  old,  which  had  subdued  to  itself  all 
the  religious  and  political  elements,  and  which  held  omnipotent 
sway  over  the  land,  could  be  overthrown  without  a  mighty  con- 
vulsion, or  even  much  agitation,  if  wisely  and  carefully  treated. 
He  thought  that  it  was  the  manner  and  the  spirit  of  the  aboh- 
tionists,  and  not  the  object  they  sought  to  accomphsh,  that  so 
greatly  excited  the  country,  especially  the  Southern  portion  of 
it;  and  so,  to  set  them  a  good  example — to  show  them  how 
easily  they  might  propitiate  the  slaveholders  while  pleading 
-i^e,  1:439,  for  lie  emancipation  of  their  slaves — he  wrote  his  work  on 
etc^         slavery,  the  circulation  of  which  was  deemed  incendiary  at 
C/.  ante,      the  South,  and  the  publication  of  which  caused  Gen.  Waddy 
y.t?;  ^^'    Thompson  of  South  Carolina  to  exclaim,  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
Z.i*.  23:154.   gress,  that  'Dr.  Chauningwas  playing  second  fiddle  to  Garri- 
Geo.  Tiimf-  son  and  Thompson.'    This  was  an  instructive  experiment  to 
""''         the  Doctor,  and  he  did  not  fail  to  profit  by  it."  1 

I  In  1853,  haviiig  ooeaaion  toreriew  the  incident  of  Ma  meeting  with  Dr. 
Channing  at  the  Stote  House  fowte,  3  :  96),  Mr,  Garrison  wrote  (Lib.  23  : 
154) :  "  When  Dr.  Chamiiiig  took  me  by  the  hand,  it  was  only  an  act  of 
ordinary  civility  on  his  part,  as  he  did  not  catch  my  name,  and  did  not 
imow  me  personally  ;  and,  therefore,  meant  nothing  at  all  by  it.  No  inter- 
change of  opinions  took  place  between  us  on  that  occasion.  If,  afterward 
[aa  reported  by  Mtaa  Martineau],  on  ascertaimag  diatinotly  who  it  was  that 
had  been  introduced  to  him,  he  remarked  that  '  he  was  not  the  lesa  happy  to 
have  shaken  hands  with'  me,  I  can  only  say  that  never,  at  any  subsequent 
period,  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  did  he  intiiaato  a  desii'e  to  see  me  again  ; 
and  neither  by  accident  nor  design  did  we  ever  again  meet  each  other  face 
to  face.  The  truth  is,  I  was  do  favorite  of  Dr.  Chanoiog.  at  any  time.  He 
never  gave  me  one  word  of  counsel  or  encouragement.  He  never  invited 
me  to  see  him,  that  he  might  understand,  from  lay  own  lips,  my  real  feel- 
ings and  purpoaea,  and  afford  roe  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  advice. 
My  early,  faithful,  clear-sighted  friend.  Prof.  Pollen,  tried  to  induce  him  to 
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In  Theodore  Parker  Mr.  Gftrrison  found  the  accessibility  Chap.viii. 
and  sympathy  which  were  lacking  in  Dr.  Channing ;  and        rs^, 
a  colleague  in  the  anti-slavery  and  other  philanthropic 
causes ;  a  preacher,  too,  whose  discourses  gave  him  moral 
and  intellectual  satisfaction,  and  of  whose  slender  congre- 
gation he  now  virtually  became  a  member,  without  theo- 
logical profession  or  attachment.     More  intimately  still,      Apr.  20, 
in  April  of  this  year,  on  the  death  of  his  loved  infant,    '  18-67'*' 
Elizabeth  Pease,  he  naturally  turned  to  Mr.  Parker  for 
ministrations  of  comfort  which  were  gladly  rendered  at 
the  funeral.     "  No  strange  thing,"  be  wrote  to  this  clergy-       ms. 
man  on  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  "has  happened  unto 
us,  in  view  of  human  mortality  —  nothing  dark  or  mys- 
terious J  yet  we  feel  our  bereavement  deeply  and  tenderly." 

The  grief  of  the  parents  over  this  first  inroad  on  their 
little  flock  was  softened  by  the  birth  of  another  cbUd  — 
their  last —  on  October  29, 1848.  Him,  for  weighty  reasons 
of  friendship  and  of  obligation,  they  named  after  Francis 
Jackson. 

make  my  aoijuaintaiioe,  believing  it  would  be  mutually  aerrlceable  ;  but  be 
never  munifested  any  desire  to  do  ao.  Of  this,  I  never  made  any  complaint. 
My  self-respect  and  strong  sense  of  propriety  mould  not  allow  me  to  tirust 
myself  upon  his  attention,  or  the  notice  of  any  otberpuWic  man.  I  do  not 
think  hecherislied  toward  me  any  personal  unkindneas  —  f ar  from  it.  But 
my  mode  of  dealing  with  slavery  and  its  abettors  was  very  distasteful  to  him ; 
and  between  my  philosophy  of  reform  and  his  own  there  waa  a  very  great 
difference,^  the  difference  between  principle  and  sentiment.  .  .  .  TTia 
nerves  were  delicately  strung.  The  sound  of  a  ram's  horn  waa  painfully 
distressing  to  tim.  He  was  firmly  persuaded  that  notbiug  but  a  silver 
trumpet  was  needed  to  cause  the  w^s  of  Jericho  to  fall ;  and  so  he  did  his 
beat  upon  his  own.    .    .    ." 


J  by  Google 


TH 
e 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Father  Mathew. — 1849. 

"^HE  historian  of  the  anti-slavery  cause — or  of  the 
country — for  the  year  we  have  now  reached,  must  tell 
of  the  two  great  tides  of  feehng  and  passion  surging  from 
North  to  South  and  from  South  to  North,  over  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Federal  Territories.     Should  the  Wilmot  Pro- 
viso secure  to  California  and  New  Mexico  ^  the  freedom 
decreed  them  by  the  country  from  which  they  had  been 
torn;  should  the  Missouri  Compromise  line  of  1820  be 
extended  to  the  Pacific ;  or  should  the  contention  of  the 
Southern  extremists  prevail,  viz.,  that  slave  property  had, 
equally  with  all  other  kinds  of  property,  a  right  to  be  taken 
into  any  part  of  the  national  domain  not  definitively  or- 
ganized and  admitted  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  t 
Should,  again,  the  renewed  efforts,  described  in  the  last 
Aatt,f.3^.  chapter,  to  purge  the  seat  of  the  national  Government  of 
the  sin  and  scandal  of  slaveholding  and  slave-trading 
succeed,  or  be  resisted  even  to  the  death  of  the  Union 
itself  t 
Ldi.xg:5.6.       In  the  winter  months  of  1848-49  the  North  as  a  whole 
%%^^i]^.  stood  firm  in  its  pledge  to  non-extension  of  slavery  and 
emancipation  in  the  District.     On  the  other  hand  the 
z.i*.  19:1,3,  South,  through  its  legislatures  and  other  organs  of  public 
J4.25.37,29.  QpiQJQj,^  ^as  more  truly  unanimous  in  pronouncing  for 
disunion  in  case  either  article  of  this  programme  should 
triumph  in  Congress.     In  spite  of  some  reluctance  in  the 

'Not  merely  the  area  we  now  know  by  that  name,  bat  nearly  the  whole 
of  Arizona,  wiUi  parts  of  Nevada  and  Colorado.  See  Map  XV.,  Statistical 
Atlas  U.  S.  Cenaiia,  1880. 
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caucus  of  Southern  delegates  to  take  this  menaeing  posi-  Ante.p.xzd. 
tion,  Calhoun's  influenee  was  paramount,  aud  his  Address     £(3.19:2. 
in  their  name  to  their  constituents  was  put  forth,  in  the     ^°'  '*'  ^^" 
vain  hope,  by  working  upon  Northern  fears,  to  force  the    Lib.igx/i,\. 
organization  of  California  without  the  Proviso.    It  was, 
however,  but  a  feeble  doenmenteven  in  a  rhetorical  point 
of  view,  and  did  not  march  boldly  up  to  the  remedy  of 
secession.     As  to  slavery,  it  afBrmed  that  the  free  and 
servile  races  at  the  South  "cannot  he  separated,  and    iis.  15:18. 
cannot  live  together  in  peace  and  harmony,  or  to  their 
mutual  advantage,  except  in  their  present  relation" ;  for 
suffrage  would  follow  in  the  train  of  emancipation,  and 
the  white  race  then  become  subject. 

The  closing  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  with  the  prayer 
of  California  for  a  free  constitution  unheeded,  but  also    Lib.  ig:2. 
with  no  legislation  to  the  contrary,  leaving  the  situation   lh.  19:41. 
unchanged,  was  not  calculated  to  allay  the  excitement  at 
the  South.     Armed  immigration  to  that  TeiTitory  was    i;*.  19:77- 
set  on  foot.     In  May  a  practical  disunion  convention  was   May  14,  is. 
held  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  gave  its  approval  to  Calhoun's    Lib.  19;  86. 
Address.    In  November  a  similar  body  assembled  at  Jack-     Nmi.  1 , 
son.  Miss. ;  and,  in  advance  of  the  opening  of  the  Thirty-    ^l^:'i8s'. " 
first  Congress,  the  Governors  of  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Lib.  19:181, 
Alabama  took,  in  their  messages,  corresponding  ground         ^^' 
as  representatives  of  Southern  sentiment.    A  little  later, 
joint  committees  of  the  legislatures  of  Georgia  and  South    Lib.  20:5. 
Carolina  applied  the  secession  screw  to  Northern  dough- 
faces, in  resolutions  fit  to  precipitate  a  crisis  if  the  new 
Congress  should  not  prove  more  subservient  than  the 
last. 

Another  cause  helped  to  keep  the  South  fretful  and 
heated :  the  escape  of  slaves  to  the  North  was  reaching 
alarming  proportions,  and  recovery  was  blocked  by  the 
"personal  liberty  "laws  whose  passage,  at  the  instance  of  Anti.fp.S'}. 
the  abolitionists,  has  been  noticed  in  the  several  States.  L^'a-.  23. 
This  was  particularly  felt  along  the  border,  in  Maryland,    Lib.  19:1, 
Virginia,  and  in  the  Ohio  Valley.     In  the  Virginia  Legis-        ^^^' 
lature,  Pennsylvania's  withdrawal  of  State  aid  to  kidnap-    £0,.  19:  i. 
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pers  was  declared  occasion  for  war  between  independent 
1. 19:10.    nations,  and  new  guarantees  were  demanded  of  Congress 
and  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  be  procured.    From  the 
■  19:113-   same  source  and  from  Missouri,  appeal  was  next  made  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  for  cooperation  in 
obtaining  a  new  fugitive-slave  law,  investing  any  Federal 
postmaster  or  collector  of  customs  with  the  authority  of 
the  Federal  courts  in  the  matter  of  apprehension,  cus- 
tody, conviction,  and  rendition  of  the  unhappy  victims. 
This  Southern  grievance  had  been  fully  ventilated  in 
!e.fi.237-  the  U.  S.  Senate  during  the  exciting  dehates  growing  out 
of  the  Drayton  and  Sayres  case;  and,  on  the  complaint 
5. 18:73.    of  Kentucky  that  her  fugitive-slave  processes  were  ob- 
structed in  Michigan,  Senator  Butler  of  South  Carolina 
*.  18:74-    offered  a  bill  to  make  slave-eatching  easy.    Naturally,  the 
te,  f.  245.  subject  was  prominent  in  Calhoun's  Address,  and  it  was 
upon  this  portion  that  Mr.  Garrison  proudly  but  over- 
confidently  commented,  when  he  said: 

(.19:18.  "The  times  have  indeed  changed,  and  a  radical  alteration 
has  taken  place  in  public  opinion  on  this  subject.  Probably 
not  another  slave  will  be  allowed  to  be  seized,  whether  against 
law  or  in  conformity  thereto,  on  the  soil  of  New  England,  to 
say  nothmg  of  the  other  free  States,  and  hurried  back  to  bond- 
age. It  would  be  at  bis  peril  for  a  alave-hunter  to  make  his 
appearance  in  this  quarter;   and  for  several  years  past,  ever 

'ate.  pp.     since  the  famous  Latimer  case,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 

^^^-       recapture  a  fugitive  slave  here." 

At  the  New  England  Anti-Slavery  Convention  on  May 
29,  Edmund  Quiney  spoke  to  his  own  resolution  couched 
in  these  words : 

1. 39:  89.  "  Resolved,  That  it  is  our  duty  to  agitate  the  question  of 
slavery  till  the  soil  of  New  England  is  pure  enough  to  free 
every  man  who  sets  foot  upon  it ;  and  meanwhile,  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  trample  under  foot  any  law  whieli  allows  the 
slaveholder  to  hunt  the  fugitive  slave  through  our  borders, 
and  not  only  to  make  New  England,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  an 
asylum  for  the  oppressed,  but  to  proclaim  the  fact  so  loudly 
that  the  glad  tidings  may  reach  every  slave  hut  of  the  South." 
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And  at  the  same  Convention  two  days  afterwards,  in     May^s, 
Faneuil  Hall,  Wendell  Phillips  pointed  to  the  platform        ^^' 
crowded  with  "  fugitives  from  the  Church  and  State  of 
America,"  including  Heury  "Box"  Brown  and  William 
and  Ellen  Craft;  ^  and,  amid  great  applause,  said  of  the 
former:   "We  say  in  behalf  of  this  man,  whom  God    ii*.  19:90. 
created,  and  whom  law-abiding  Webster  and  Wiuthrop  d.  Webster. 
swore  should  find  no  shelter  on  the  soil  of  Massachnaetts      'tknip. '"' 
—  we  say  that  they  may  make  their  little  motions,  and 
pass  their  little  laws,  in  Washington,  but  that  FANEUIL 
HALL  REPEALS  THEM,  in  the  name  of  the  humanity 
of  Massachusetts." 

All  this,  with  much  more,  as  we  have  said,  belongs  to 
the  general  historian  of  the  cause.    Our  main  concern 
must  be  an  incident  personal  to  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  while  yet  of  national  interest  and  importance. 
In  July,  the  Eev.  Theobald  Mathew,  of  world-wide  fame 
as  "  The  Apostle  of  Temperance,"  landed  in  New  York, 
ostensibly  in  the  prosecution  of  his  mission,  but  also  not  lh.  rg:  m. 
without  hope  of  bettering  his  pecuniary  condition  beyond 
the  "paltry  pension"  he  received  from  England.    Being  i«.i9:i94. 
an  Irish  Catholic,  the  importance  of  making  political 
capital  out  of  him,  especially  by  the  Whigs,  who  had  no  Zj*.  19:145. 
hold  on  the  Irish  vote,  was  not  overlooked.    President 
Taylor  invited  him  to  be  his  guest  at  the  White  House,  lh.  19:115. 
and  everywhere  official  receptions  were  tendered  him  of 
the  most  flattering  character.    Having  administered  the 
pledge  of  total  abstinence  to  some  twenty  thousand  per- 
sons in  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  he  first  journeyed  east- 
ward, and  arrived  in  Boston  on  July  24.    A  barouche  i;ij.i9:ii9. 
and  four  horses  and  a  municipal  committee  awaited  him 

I  Two  of  the  most  daring  and  romantic  escapes  in  the  annals  of  alavery. 
Brown  embarked  from  Virginia  in  a  bos  (wbieb  nearly  proved  his  cofBn) 
as  merchandise,  shipped  to  Philadelphia,  being  tlie  preenrsor  of  many  less 
fortunate,  if  not  less  heroic,  in  this  baaard  of  liberty  or  death  (Lib.  19 :  62 ; 
Still's  'Underground  Rsilroad,'  p.  81|.  Ellen  Craft,  being  almtKt white, 
disguised  herself  in  male  attire  as  an  invalid  seeldng  medical  treatment 
at  the  North,  with  her  darker  hnshand  as  her  negro  "  boy."  Thej  thna 
travelled  openly  by  firat-ciass  conveyances  from  Geoi^a  to  Phiiadeiphia 
(Still,  p.  368). 
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at  the  city  line.  The  temperance  societies  took  charge  of 
him,  he  was  welcomed  by  Governor  Briggs  in  the  name 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  addressed  the  people  on  the 
Common.     Throngs  of  men,  women,  and  children  —  and 

.  not  Irish  alone  —  took  of  him  medals  and  pledges  in 
Faneuil  Hall.  In  one  street,  as  Wendell  PhiUips  wrote 
to  Mizabeth  Pease,  where  there  were  sixteen  grog-shops, 
his  presence  closed  aU  but  three. 

In  the  midst  of  this  popularity  Father  Mathew  w^ 
suddenly  made  the  subject  of  vehement  discussion  all 
over  the  country,  and  even  in  the  Capitol  itself.  He  was 
now  well  on  in  yesirs,  being  nearly  sixty,  and  ill-prepared 
on  this  score  to  maintain  in  America  the  anti-slavery  pre- 
tensions lightly  made  in  Ireland.  He  was,  moreover,  a 
Catholic  and  a  priest ;  and  doubtless,  during  his  stay  with 

.  Bishop  Hughes  in  New  York,  had  been  warned  by  that 
slaveite  to  avoid  contact  with  the  abolitionists.  The 
Bishop  had  already  had  to  resort  to  the  pious  fraud  of 

.  impeaching  the  genuineness  of  Father  Mathew's  signa- 
ture to  the  Irish  Address,  and  was  not  anxious  to  be 
confuted  by  the  Apostle's  action  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  But  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Anti-Slavery  Society  had  a  plain  duty  —  out  of 
respect  to  Father  Mathew's  integrity  as  a  man,  and  grat- 
itude for  the  aid  he  had  proffered  them  by  lending  his 
name  to  the  Address  —  to  join  in  the  general  welcome  of 
him  to  America.  The  date  of  his  Eastern  visit  afforded 
the  fittest  possible  opportunity  for  extending  the  follow- 
ing invitation,  drafted  by  Mr.  Garrison,  who  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee  charged  with  presenting  it: 

Boston,  July  26,  3849. 
Esteemed  Friend  op  Humanitt:  The  anniversary  of  the 
most  thrilhng  event  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  British  West  India  islands,  will  be  celebrated  at 
Worcester,  in  this  Commonwealth,  on  Friday,  Aug.  3,  com- 
mencing at  10  o'clock  A.  M,,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Massa- 
chasetts  Anti-Slavery  Society.  In  behalf  of  that  Society,  the 
undersigned  are  instructed  to  extend  to  you  a  cordial  and  an 
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earnest  invitation  to  be  present,  and  to  participate  in  the  pro-  ■ 
ceedingsof  the  meeting  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  agreeable 
to  your  feelings.  This  they  gladly  now  do ;  and,  having  no  doubt 
of  your  heart-felt  interest  in  this  great  event,  and  of  your  desire 
to  see  slavery  everywhere  abolished,  on  American  as  weU  ason 
British  soil,  they  trust  that  you  trill  be  able  so  to  make  your 
arrangements  as  vastly  to  enhance  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion, 
by  your  quickening  presence.  The  celebration  is  one  in  which 
all  the  friends  of  freedom  may  joyfully  unite,  without  distinc- 
tion of  scot,  party,  or  country.  A  grand  mass  meeting  of  the 
people  is  eoufldeotly  anticipated  at  Worcester,  and  able  and 
distingniished  advocates  of  liberty  have  pledged  themselves  to 


In  the  year  1842,  an  "Adth-ess  from  the  people  of  Ireland  to  their  . 
countrymen  and  countrywomem  in  America,"  signed  by  Ireland's 
lamented  champion,  DANIEL  O'CONNELL,  yourself,  and 
seventy  thousand  other  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  was  sent  to  this 
country,  in  which  it  was  truly  declared  that  "  Slavery  is  a  sin 
against  God  and  man — all  who  are  not  for  it  must  be  against  it 
—  none  can  be  neutral " ;  and  that  "  it  is  in  vain  that  American 
citizens  attempt  to  conceal  their  own  and  their  country's  degra- 
dation under  this  withering  curse."  Its  final  appeal  was  in  the 
following  emphatic  language  :  "  Irishmen  and  Irishwomen ! 
treat  the  colored  people  as  your  equals,  as  brethren.  By  all  your 
memories  of  Ireland,  continue  to  love  hberty  —  hate  slavery  — 
CLING  BY  THE  ABOLITIONISTS —and  in  America  you 
will  do  honor  to  the  name  of  Ireland.'" 

We  deeply  regret  that  truth  compels  us  to  state,  that  the 
Address  fell  powerless  on  the  ear  and  heart  of  the  Irish  popula- 
tion in  this  country ;  and  while  it  urged  them  to  exercise  their 
moral  and  pohtical  power  for  the  extermination  of  slavery,  that 
power  has  been,  and  still  is,  wielded  on  the  side  of  the  oppressor 
and  against  the  oppressed.  Religiously  and  pohtically,  like  the 
American  people  generally,  they  are  in  such  relations  to  those 
who  "  trade  in  slaves  and  the  souls  of  men  "  as  to  sanction  that 
horrible  traffic,  and  to  prolong  the  unmitigated  servitude  of  three 
millions  of  the  native-bom  inhabitants  of  the  American  Union. 
This  melancholy  and  undeniable  fact  wiB  cause  you  much  grief ; 
and,  we  doubt  not,  it  will  be  a  powerful  incentive  to  you  to 
improve  every  suitable  opportunity,  while  you  remain  in  this 
country,  to  bear  a  clear  and  unequivocal  testimony,  both  in 
public  and  in  private,  against  the  enslavement  of  any  portion  of 
the  human  family ;  and  to  tell  your  countrymen  here  again, 
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Chap.  IX.    in  the  words  of  the  Address  alluded  to,  "  America  is  cursed 

1840         '^y  Slavery !    Never  cease  youi"  efforts  until  perfect  liberty  be 

granted  to  every  one  of  her  inhabitants,  the  black  man  as  well 

as  the  white  man.    Join  with  the  Abohfionists  everywhere; 

they  are  the  only  consistent  advocates  of  liberty." 

It  will  be  doubly  gratifying:  to  you  to  know  that  the  Abolition- 
Anie.p.  195.  iats  in  America  are  thoroughgoing  teetotallers ;  and  it  would  be 
no  less  so  to  learn  (what,  alas !  is  not  the  fact)  that  teetotallers 
are  uniformly  Abolitionists. 

Congratulating  you  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  country, 
trusting  that  your  mission  of  mercy  will  be  crowned  with 
unparalleled  success,  and  assuring  yon  of  our  sincere  regard 
and  heart-felt  admiration,  we  remain,  dear  sir. 
In  behalf  of  three  millions  of  Slaves, 

Yours  for  universal  liberty  and  sobriety, 
Wm.  Lloyb  Gakeison,"! 
Feancis  Jackson,  I  ^ 

_,  r.  /  Committee. 

WENDELL  Phillips,      | 

H.  I.  BowDiTCH,  ; 

Rev.  Theobald  Matkew. 

What  followed  the  application  of  this  toaehstone  shaU 
te  related  m  Mr.  Garrison's  own  words : 

til:.  19 ;  126.  On  Friday  morning,  Joly  27th,  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditeh  and  my- 
self went  to  the  Adams  House,  in  order  to  obtaiu  an  introduc- 
tion to  Father  Mathew,  and  to  be  sure  that  the  letter  of  the 
Committee,  inviting  him  to  participate  in  the  celebration  of 
that  great  and  glorious  event,  the  entire  abolition  of  British 
"West  India  slavery,  failed  not  to  be  put  into  his  hands.  For- 
tunately, we  found  him  disengaged,  and  were  introduced  to 

Ante.p.im.  each  other  by  our  esteemed  friend,  WiUiam.  A.  White  of 
Watertown.i  What  transpired  during  the  interview  (which 
was  a  very  brief  one,  as  we  felt  unwilling  to  trespass  upon  his 
time,  and  as  we  immediately  perceived  that  the  object  of  our 
visit  was  not  particularly  agreeable  to  him),  was  substantially 
as  follows : 

Turning  to  me,  Father  Mathew  said  —  "  Mr.  Garrison,  your 
name  is  very  familiar  to  me."  "  Yes,"  I  said,  smiling,  "  I  am 
somewhat  notorious,  tJiough  not  as  yet  very  popular."  He 
then  added  — "You  have  some  very  warm  friends  in  Cork." 
n  the  eve  of  hia  entry  into  Boston  (Lib. 
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I  told  liim  I  was  aware  of  the  fact,  and  also  that  in  Dublin  Ch/ 
and  many  other  parts  of  Ireland  there  were  many  who  deeply  ^ 
sympathized  with  the  anti-slavery  movement  in  this  country. 
Aft«r  expressing  the  strong  desire  I  had  felt  to  see  liim 
during  my  last  visit  to  Ireland,  and  my  great  disappointment 
in  not  being  able  to  visit  Cork,  I  said  ^"  In  addition  to  the 
pleasure  of  taking  you  by  the  hand,  and  welcoming  you  to 
America,  we  have  come  to  extend  to  yon,  in  behalf  of  the 
Massachusetts  Anti- Slavery  Society,  an  invitation  to  be  present 
at  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  British  West  India 
emancipation  at  Worcester,  on  Friday  next.  Here  is  a  letter, 
containing  an  invitation  in  an  official  shape,  wliich  you  are 
rec[nested  to  read  at  your  leisure,  and  answer  as  you  may 
think  duty  requires."  Taking  the  letter,  with  some  agitation 
and  embarrassment  of  manner  he  said,  gesticulating  in  a  some- 
what deprecative  manner,  as  thoi^h  an  indecent  or  unworthy 
proposition  had  been  made  to  him  —  "I  have  as  much  as  I 
can  do  to  save  men  from  the  slavery  of  intemperance,  without 
attempting  the  overthrow  of  any  other  kind  of  slavery  !  Be- 
sides, it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  commit  myself  on  a 
'  question  like  this,  under  present  ciremnstances.  I  am  a 
Catholic  priest;  but,  being  here  to  piomote  the  cause  of 
temjwrance,  I  should  not  be  justified  m  turmng  aside  from 
my  mission  for  the  purpose  of  subserving  the  cause  of  Ca 
thoUeism."!  "True,  you  would  not,"  I  rephed,  'for,  m  thit 
capacity,  you  would  oeeopy  very  narrow  gromid,  and  be  att 
ing  for  a  sectarian  object.  But  I  do  not  perceive  any  analogy 
in  the  case  supposed,  to  the  one  presented  to  you.  The  cause 
of  hberty  and  emaneipStion,  like  that  of  temperance,  covers 
the  whole  ground  of  humanity,  and  is  as  broad  as  the  whole 
earth  J  and,  therefore,  you  may  as  freely  advocate  the  one  as 

1  The  easential  jeeuitry  of  this  remark  will  be  apparent  to  any  one  who 
reads  Henry  O.  Wright's  acconnt  of  Father  Matliew's  rehiike  of  a  fellow- 
priest  and  philanthropist,  Father  (John)  Spratt  of  Dublin,  for  having,  in 
1846,  heeded  a  popular  call  from  Belfast  to  preach  the  gospel  of  temper- 
ance there,  ia  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  local  Catholic  Merarehy.  Father 
Mathew,  who  had  equally  been  prohibited,  but  had  Bubmitted,  argued  that 
Father  Spratt's  insubordination  was  inflcitely  more  pernicious  than  bis 
greatest  possible  oonversiona  to  teetotalism  could  be  beneficent  ("XiS.  19 ; 
145 ;  20 :  40).  In  accusing,  further,  Father  Spratt  of  having  tanght  the 
Catholic  people  that  "they  can  do  without  their  pa3tors,"Father  Mathew 
took  tte  ground  of  priestly  monopoly  already  occupied  with  reference  to 
abolition  lecturers  by  the  CoEgregational  Associations  of  Connectiout  and 
Massaeliuaetts  a  decade  earlier  (mite,  2 :  130,  131,  135). 
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the  other."  ' '  Oh, "  said  he,  "  I  am  not  in  favor  of  slavery — I 
should  never  think  of  advocating  it  — though  I  don't  tnow  as 
we  can  say  that  there  is  any  specific  injunction  against  it  in 
the  Scriptures."  "  Oh,"  said  I,  intermptdng  him,  and  placing 
my  hand  on  my  heart,  "the  injunction  is  here — inside  of  every 
human  being."  "  Catholic  priests  are  not  in  favor  of  slavery," 
he  repHed.  "Do  you  intend  visiting  the  slave  States f"  I 
inquired,  and,  on  receiving  an  afdnnative  answer,  I  said  — 
""Well,  I  am  confident  you  will  find  at  the  South  Catholic 
priests  and  Catholic  laymen  who  are  slaveholders  and  slave- 
buyers."  In  order  that  there  should  be  no  room  for  miscon- 
ception, I  distinctly  said  to  him,  "  The  abolitionists  have  no 
■wish  or  design  to  divert  you  from  the  great  mission  which  you 
have  come  to  America  to  proseente ;  on  the  contrary,  they  feel 
a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  that  mission,  and  desire  that  your 
efforts  may  be  crowned  with  abundant  success.  Bnt  they  trust 
that,  while  you  are  in  the  country,  you  will  occasionally  find 
an  opportunity,  both  in  public  and  in  private,  to  admonish  your 
conntryiuen  to  be  true  to  liberty,  and  to  give  no  countenance 
to  slavery  or  its  abettors  j  for  there  is  great  need  of  sneh 
counsel,  as  they  are  giving  the  weight  of  their  religious  and 
poUtical  influence  to  the  side  of  the  Slave  Power.  They  hold 
the  key  of  the  slave's  dungeon,  as  the  balance  of  political  power 
is  in  their  hands.  Moreover,  the  anniversary  of  British  West 
India  emancipation  was  deemed  by  us  an  event  in  which  you 
would  feel  a  special  interest,  and  might  participate  with  great 
propriety.  We  have  not  forgotten,"  I  continued,  "  that,  seven 
years  ago,  an  Address  was  sent  from  Ireland,  signed  by  Daniel 
O'CONNELL,  Theobald  Mathew,  and  seventy  thousand  others, 
invoking  the  Irisfcunen  and  Irishwomen  in  America  to  join  with 
the  aboUtionists,  as  the  only  true  and  consistent  friends  of 
liberty;  and  we  feel,  therefore,  that  we  are  not  intrusive,  but 
rather  warranted,  in  asking  you  to  renew  an  appeal  so  impor- 
tant, and  to  which  they  have  given  little  or  no  heed."  "  Oh," 
said  he,  as  if  the  act  had  long  since  passed  from  Ms  memory 
into  oblivion,  "I  do  now  recollect  that  I  signed  such  an 
Address ;  and  I  also  recollect  that  at  that  time  it  subjected 
me  to  a  good  deal  of  odium."  ^    This  was  said  as  if  he  had 

•  "  I  do  not  know  what  he  [Pnther  Mathew]  means  by  saying  that  siga- 
ing  the  Address  brought  some  odium  on  him  here : —  it  gained  for  him 
nothing  but  honor  In  Ireland ;  for,  however  dishonesUy  Irishmen  may  act 
Inthiarespectwhenthef  setfooton  your  soil,  not  a  man  of  them,  at  home, 
is  to  be  found  who  does  not  eiolaim  against  slavery "  (James  Haughton, 
Dublin,  to  H.  C.  Wright,  in  -Ci6. 19 :  158). 
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winced  vmderit— under  the  odium  east  by  American  traffickers    Chap.  ix. 
in  humau  flesh !    Of  what,  then,  should  he  be  proud  on  earth  ?        ,^ 
Such  odium  he  should  have  gloried  in,  as  tie  evidence  of  his 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  down-trodden  humanity. 

Finding  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  protracting  the  inter- 
view, and  feeling  deeply  saddened  by  the  result,  we  took  our 
leave,  again  expressing  the  hope  that  he  would  attentively  read 
the  letter  we  had  just  put  into  his  hands,  and  answer  it  at  his 
earliest  convenience.  To  that  letter  he  has  not  had  the  courtesy 
to  make  any  reply. 

I  have  endeavored  to  state  what  was  said  at  this  interview  by 
Father  Mathew  and  myself  with  as  much  verbal  accuracy  as 
possible,  and  believe  that  I  have  not  only  ^ven  the  substance, 
but  nearly  the  exact  words,  of  the  conversation  between  us. 
What  gave  me  special  surprise,  and  inflicted  the  deepest  wound 
upon  my  spirit,  was  the  apparent  lack  of  all  sympathy  for  the 
slave,  of  all  interest  in  the  anti-slavery  movement.  Not  a 
syllable  f  eU  from  his  lips,  expressive  of  pleasure  that  the  Ameri- 
can slave  has  his  faithful  and  devoted  advocates^ or  of  joy  at 
the  emancipation  of  eight  hundred  thousand  bondmen  in  the 
British  Isles  1  It  is  with  great  sorrow  of  heart  that  I  lay  these 
facts  before  America,  Ireland,  and  the  world. 

Wm,  Lloyd  Garrison. 

The  report  of  this  interview  arrested  public  attention 
everywhere,  being  more  or  less  fully  copied  by  the  press. 
Temperance  organs,  ex  ffgido,  invented  apologies  for  Father  £»*.  19 :  145. 
Mathew.     Catholic  organs,   ex  ojgicio,  did  likewise,  but  £«.  19:133. 
abusively  of  the  abolitionists ;   political  papers  North, 
like  Thurlow  Weed's  Albany  Jowrwa?,  generally  extolled  ii*.  19:133. 
his  behavior  and  denounced  the  anti-slavery  conspiracy  zj*.  19:157. 
to  limit  his  usefulness ;  and  Southern  editors  for  the  most  ui.  19 :  148, 
part  condoned  the  crime  of  the  Address  in  view  of  his        '^^' 
present  attitude  towards  the  Garriaonians.    To  this  chorus 
quondam  Liberty  Party  voices  were  not  wanting.    Elizur 
Wright,  in  his  Chronott)pe,  pictured  "Father  Mathew  put  ij*.  19:133. 
under  the  anathema  maranatha  of  21  Comhill  [i.  e.,  the 
Anti-Slavery  Office],"  and  praised  his  refusal  "  to  yield 
himself  up  to  be  used  ss  the  stock  iu  trade  of  a  certain 
clique  of  abolitionists,"  and  resolve  "  to  maintain  his  inde- 
pendence and  catholicity."    "  We  will  not  close,"  continued 
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Chap.  IX.    this  editor,  "  without  expressing  frankly  what  w&  think 
i8^.       of  Garrison  —  for  the  whole  act  is  his,  and  not  that  of 
F.  jackiaa.   Jacksou,  Wendell  Phillips,  or  Dr.  Bowditch  —  from  this 
'diuh!"'    act.    We  don't  believe  he  cares  the  value  of  a  copper  cent 
for  the  cause  of  Freedom  or  Temperance,  except  so  far  as 
it  will  build  up  his  own  fame."    More  curiously  (if  not 
Lii.  19:133.   more  lamentably)  still,  Q*orge  Bradburn,  in  his  Pifmeer, 
could  "  conceive  of  many  reasons,  any  one  of  which  would 
have  justified,  not  only,  bat  demanded"  Father  Mathew's 
decHning  "  to  show  himself  among  the  Disunionists  at 
Anti.pp.     Worcester."    Yet  Bradburn  had  done  what  he  could  to 
*^"''^'       utilize  the  Irish  Address,  saying,  when  it  was  unrolled,  on 
Lib.  19:133.  January  28, 1842,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  that  he  wished  Father 
Mathew  or  Daniel  O'Connell  were  there  to  give  fit  utter- 
ance to  the  fact  that  "  Slavery  strikes  at  the  interest  of 
every  laboring  man**;  and  recalling,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
Irish  auditors,  O'ConneU's  scornful  refusal  to  visit  a  slave- 
polluted  America  or  to  shake  hands  with  American  slave- 
holders, and  entreaty  of  the  Irish  in  this  country  to  join 
the  abolitionists. 

Mr,  Garrison,  with  the  best  generalship,  concentrating 
all  his  editorial  batteries  on  one  point,  speedily  demolished 
Father  Mathew's  pretence  of  maintaining  that  neutrality 
towards  slavery  which,  in  the  Address,  had  been  pro- 
z,i*.i9:i33-  nounced  impossible.     Page  after  page  of  the  Liberator 
13s. '  c.      ^^  given  up  to  the  discussion  excited  by  the  incidents 
ij*.i9:r4i,   above  described,   as  well  as  to  copious  extracts  from 
O'ConneU's  withering  speeches  on  the  blood-guiltiness  of 
America.     With  unwonted  persistency  and  regularity  the 
.  e;1itor  addressed  five  open  letters  to  Father  Mathew, 
reviewing  their  relations,  and  confirming  the  great  moral 
lesson  of  the  Apostle's  fall.     Such  education  of  public 
sentiment  was  the  exclusive  privilege  of  abolition  journal- 
ism.   No  party  sheet  could  have  dreamt  of  it,  for  it  had 
no  relation  to  votes  or  "  tickets." 

In  his  first  letter,  written  a  month  after  the  interview, 
Mr.  Garrison  vindicated  his  report  of  it  and  the  aetion  of 
the  Massachusetts  Society : 


142, 144. 
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"  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  nearly  every  journal  that  has  come  LH. 
to  your  defeaee  has  afEeet«d  to  doubt  the  aeouraey  of  the  report, 
while  it  has  professed  to  regard  all  that  you  are  declared  to  have 
uttered  as  sagacious  and  eommendable  I  Why  doubt  thatwhich, 
instead  of  being  unworthy  of  you,  only  redoimds  to  your  credit  ? 
Does  not  the  expre^on  of  such  a  doubt  fairly  imply,  that  even 
your  eulogists  are  oonsoioua  that  the  report  places  you  in  an 
unenviable  position  1  But  I  have  not  heard  —  the  pubhc  h^ 
not  heard  —  either  directly  or  indirectly,  that  you  have  any 
complaint  to  make  of  that  report,  or  that  you  are  prepared  to 
deny  its  substantial  accuracy.  Your  silence  bears  witness  that 
I  have  not  misrepresented  you ;  that  silence  you  would  break, 
if  you  oould,  by  impugning  my  statements.  You  certainly  know 
how  to  write ;  but  you  seem  determined  not  even  to  make  your 
mark  on  paper,  lest  it  should  commit  you  '  in  black  and  white ' 
on  this  subject.  Pohcy  like  this  may  be  crowned  with  tempo- 
rary success,  but  its  end  is  disaster  and  disgrace. 

"  The  motives  which  actuated  the  loag-tried  friends  of  the 
slaves  in  extending  to  you  such  an  invitation,  were  piu:e  and 
praiseworthy,  and  need  no  defence.  In  Ireland,  yon  professed 
to  sympathize  with  the  American  slave ;  you  addressed  your 
eountryroea  here  in  earnest  and  emphatic  language,  calling 
upon  them,  by  the  most  saered  considerations,  to  use  their  moral 
and  political  power  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  to  join  the 
abohtionists  aa  the  only  true  friends  of  freedom  in  the  United 
States.  What  less,  as  a  mark  of  their  gratitude,  respect,  and 
veneration,  could  the  abolitionists  do,  on  your  arrival  here,  than 
to  thank  you  for  the  noble  testimony  home  by  yoa  at  home 
against  American  slavery,  and  to  signify  to  you  the  importance 
of  your  renewing  that  testimony  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ?  If 
they  had  not  done  so,  would  not  their  conduct  have  eseited  sur- 
prise ivnd  animadversion  on  the  part  of  the  seventy  thouband 
who  signed  the  Irish  Address— not  to  mention  the  millions  of 
hearts  that  are  beating  warmly  for  liberty  in.  Ireland?  If 
they  had  not  done  so,  they  could  not  easily  have  vindicated 
themselves  from  the  charge  of  personal  indifference  or  unpar- 
donable forgetfulness.  They  purposely  selected  for  you,  as  the 
most  unexceptiondbU  oceasion  that  could  he  presented  during  yow 
sojottm  in  tMs  eornitry,  on  which  to  express  your  feehngs  and 
sentinients  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the  anniversary  of  a  world- 
thrilling  event,  the  simultaneous  emancipation  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  slaves  in  the  British  West  India  islands  —  an  event 
in  which  it  was  believed  you  would  take  special  pride  and 
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Chap.  IX.    interest  as  a  Briton,  as  the  most  g'lorious  recorded  oa  the  page 
1849.       "^^  British  history. 

"  In  extending  to  you  an  invitation  to  attend  an  anti-slavery 
celebration,  the  friends  of  the  slave  evinced  the  same  courtesy 
to  you  as  they  had  shown  to  other  distinguished  transatlantie 
visitors.  They  acted  neither  invidiously  nor  singularly  in  this 
respect.  Religious  deputations  have  been  repeatedly  sent  to  this 
country  from  England,  for  various  objects ;  and  these  have  all 
been  tested  in  a  similar  manner  as  to  their  anti-slavery  prin- 
ciples, and  in  every  instance  they  have  exhibited  a  treacherous 
and  cowardly  spirit.  At  home,  where  it  was  reputable  to  be  an 
abolitionist,  they  could  declaim  with  zeal  and  fervor  against 
slavery  and  all  its  abettors.  As  soon  as  they  landed  on  these 
shores,  where  it  is  highly  disreputable  to  be  an  abolitionist,  they 
united  with  the  traducers  and  persecutors  of  the  uncompromis- 
ing advocates  of  emancipation.  Thus  they  were  proved  to  be 
men  destitute  of  principle,  guided  by  a  selfish  expediency, 
'  loving  the  praises  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God.' " 

Anie.i:^.  By  way  of  illustration,  Mr.  GarriBon  cited  the  case  of 
Dra.  Cox  and  Hoby,  in  1835,  whose  attempted  neutrality, 
in  the  interest  of  the  "paramount"  purpose  of  their 
mission,  "  amounted  to  positive  hostility  to  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society,"  and  directly  imperilled  the  life  of 
George  Thompson.  "  The  year  1835  was  the  most  mem- 
orable of  any  that  has  occurred  for  pro-slavery  violence 
and  lawlessness ;  and  that  vras  the  year  made  equally 
memorable  by  the  presence  and  recreancy  of  those  English 
delegates.    How  much  of  this  violence  and  lawlessness 

Lib.  19: 142.  will  be  manifested  during  your  sojourn  here,"  wrote  the 
victim  of  the  Boston  mob  to  Father  Mathew,  "  remains  to 
be  seen ;  but  no  small  amount,  if  '  coming  events  cast  their 
shadows  before.' " 
The  second  letter  introduced  a  personal  comparison : 

Lib.  19;  145,  "  To  shield  yon  from  censure,  your  defenders  declare  that  you 
have  a  specific  object  in  view  r?-  the  promotion  of  temperance, 
especially  among  your  own  countrymen  —  from  which  it  is  quite 
outrageous  to  ask  you  to  be  diverted,  even  for  a  moment,  to  aid 
the  noblest  cause  that  ever  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  the  human 
soul.  You  are  complimented,  on  all  sides,  for  resolving  to  know 
nothing,  say  nothing,  do  nothing,  except  on  the  subject  of  temper- 
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ance,  whicb,  it  is  declared,  is  enough  to  eihaust  your  strength  Chap.  ix. 
and  fully  to  absorb  your  time.  The  acme  of  impudence  is  ^^ 
reached  by  your  eulogists  indenomioingme,  in  the  same  breath, 
for  seeing  but  one  object,  having  but  one  idea,  and  Btaking  the 
liberation  of  the  slave  the  one  great  object  of  my  life !  So  that 
what  in  you  excites  their  highest  approYaX  and  admiration,  in 
me  flllg  them  with  extreme  disgust  and  righteous  displeasure! 
How  just,  impartial,  magnanimous  is  snch  a  spirit !  Says  the 
Boston  Filot :  '  Father  Mathew  sagaciously  and  properly  refused, 
sayii^  that  his  own  slavery-abolitionism  was  enoi^h  for  his 
powers,'  Says  the  same  journal : '  Why  does  Mr.  Garrison  sup- 
pose that  the  slavery  of  the  American  blacks  is  the  only  great 
evil,  or  devil,  to  be  east  out  of  modem  civilization  ?  Why  do  his 
sympathies  run  rabid  in  one  direction  ? '  .  .  .  And  so  on  to 
the  end  of  the  hst.  All  this  is  highly  consistent — is  it  not? 
What  renders  it  particularly  ludicrous  and  audacious  is  the  fact, 
tJiat  you  allow  your  mind  no  scope  as  to  other  reforms,  while  I 
have  never  hesitated  to  countenance  and  aid  a  great  variety, 
comprehending  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  whole  human 
family.  I  have  not  hesitated  to  grapple  -with  any  system  of 
iniquity,  however  gigantic  or  hoary,  whether  pertaining  to  the 
Chusreh  or  the  State.  I  am  constantly  stigmatized  as  an  '  anti- 
church  and  ministry,  anti- Sabbath,  woman's-righls,  non-resist- 
ance, no-government  man,'  aside  from,  the  odium  that  is  heaped 
upon  me  as  an  aboUtionist.  This  implies  something  of  a  dis- 
cursive spirit  of  reform !  " 

The  fifth  letter  concluded  as  follows : 

"Consider,  now,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  your  example  ii*.  igwfe. 
on  the  minds  of  your  countrymen  in  the  United  States,  whose 
number  is  at  least  as  great  as  tliat  of  the  slave  poptdation. 
WiE  they  not  feel  justified  in  disregarding  aU  the  injunctions 
contained  in  your  Address?  Will  they  not  consider  you  as 
virtually  condemning  the  abolitionists,  and  all  agitation  of  the 
subject  of  slavery  1  Hitherto,  their  prejudices  against  our  free 
colored  population  have  been  pecidiarly  bitter ;  will  they  not 
be  rendered  even  more  inimical  to  that  persecuted  class  by  your 
apparent  lack  of  sympathy  ?  How  can  you  ever  consistently 
enjoin  upon  them  again  the  duty  to  use  all  their  mora!  and 
political  power  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  to  unite  with 
the  friends  and  advocates  of  immediate  emancipation  in  one 
common  effort  ?  If  you  can  find  reasons  to  stand  aloof  from 
this  question,  wUl  it  be  a  difficult  matter  for  them  to  do  the 
Vol.  III.— 17 
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same  thing  in  their  own  case  ?  Alas !  the  moral  iniury  to 
them  o£  your  bad  example,  in  this  x)artieiilar,  is  beyond  ealca- 
lation.  You  have  conflrmed  them  in  their  pro-slavery  views 
and  feelings,  and  made  them  at  least  the  passive,  if  not  the 
active,  subjects  of  the  Slave  Power.  Thns  your  mission  to 
them,  in  spite  of  the  success  that  may  crown  your  teraperanee 
labors,  will  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing.  Three  or  four 
millions  strong,  if  they  were  abolitionist*,  how  long  could  the 
foul  system  of  slavery  remain  unshaken  on  our  soil!  Now 
that  they  are  strengthened  in  their  pro-slavery  position,  what 
hope  is  left  that  that  system  wiU  be  overthrown  by  moral  and 
peaceful  instrumentalities  ? 

"Your  anti-slavery  defection  will  be  known  throughout 
Ireland.  On  the  part  of  those  who  regard  principles  more  than 
men,  in  your  xmfortunate  country,  it  will  excite  grief  and  ehcit 
condemnation ;  but  the  great  mass  of  yoiu"  countrymen,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  will  allow  their  reverence  for  you  as  a  priest,  and 
their  regard  for  you  as  a  temperance  benefactor,  to  bias  their 
judgm.ent  and  blind  their  vision.  In  the  nature  of  things,  yon 
cannot  take  a  wrong  step  without  leading  them  astray.  In 
faying  to  defend  your  pro-slavery  position  in  America,  they 
mD  lessen  their  abhorrence  of  slavery,  and  injure  their  moral 
nature.    Yours  will  be  the  guilt,  theirs  the  degradation  and 


"  How  your  course  is  regarded  by  the  cruel  oppressors  in  the 
Lii.  ig:  149,  South,  is  plainly  indicated  by  the  exultation  of  the  press  in  that 
^53'  quarter.  They  are  et^r  to  gire  you  the  right  hand  of  feUow- 
ahip,  and  are  lavish  of  their  praises  in  your  behalf.  Sueb 
prudence,  forecast,  and  wisdom,  as  you  are  displaying,  in 
being  dumb  on  the  slavery  question,  they  have  always  admired 
and  commended.  Yet  they  heartUy  despise  you,  beyond  all 
doubt ;  but  the  blow  you  have  inflicted  on  the  anti-slavery 
cause  fills  them  with  inezpreasible  deUght. 

"It  follows,  'as  the  night  the  day,'  that  you  have  added  to 
the  anguish,  horror,  and  despair  of  the  poor  miserable  slaves, 
made  their  yokes  heavier,  and  fastened  their  chains  more 
securely!  For,  in  a  struggle  like  this,  and  at  such  a  crisis, 
whatever  gladdens  the  hearts  of  the  slavemongers  must  pro- 
portionately agonize  those  of  their  victims." 

Lii.  19: 15S,       The  press  and  the  abolitionists  of  Great  Britain  prompt- 

^ii'sif^'     ^y  made  Father  Mathew's  course  a  prominent  topic  in  that 

country.    Dr.  Oxley,  the  venerable  Lead  of  the  temper- 
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ance  cause  in  London,  presided  at  a  meetiag  in  that  city    MS.  s^p/. 
on  September  27,  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  WUliam    a.  r*m^ 
Wells   Brown   (the  fugitive-slave   orator,  then   on  his    w'.™!''g.  ■ 
way  to  the  Paris  Peace  Congress,  as  a  delegate  from  ^^■^9-i^ 
the  American  Peace  Society) ;  and,  rebuking  his  former 
associate  for  his  want  of  moral  courage  in  the  land  of 
slavery,  pronounced  "his  recent  conduct  one  of  the  great- 
est blots  that  could  be  affixed  to  his  character."    Another 
close  colleague,   and  neighbor,  James  Haughton,  had 
already  written  privately  to  Father  Mathew  in  the  same 
sense.      The  Apostle  had  refused  to  go  to  Worcester, 
Mass.,    and  from  Worcester,   England,   came  the  first 
municipal  censure,  uttered  in  the  Guildhall,  the  mayor  £i*.  ig-.i?!- 
in   the  chair,  at  another  reception  to   William  Wells 
Brown,     Punch  threw  its  wit  into  the  scale  against  the 
false  priest.     "  Sambo  "  writes  to  the  editor : 

Sar, — Him  see  by  de  Times  correspondent  at  New  York,  dat  ii*- 19:158. 
some  gentmen,  members  ob  de  Massaehusetts  Anti-Slabery  ^Zf^j. 
Society,  wait  on  Fader  Mathew  in  Boston,  and  ask  him  to  'tend 
annibersary  in  eelebrashun  ob  de  abolishnn  ob  slabery  In  de 
British  West  In^s.  De  bery  rebberead  Fader  aay  no.  'Cause 
wy  ?  Perhaps  you  tink  him  at  work  at  him  Pledge  and  him 
Pump.  Not  a  bit  ob  it,  Massa.  Dis  de  way  him  trow  him  cold 
water  on  abohshmi : 

"  He  abruptly  dediced  the  invitation,  oTjaerving  to  the  Committee  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  any  passage  Jo  Scripture  fortildding  the  es:ist«nce  of 
slavery." 

Beggin  pardon  ob  Massa  Mathew,  de  great  Divine,  me  tink 
dere  am  passidge  somewher  dat  tell  you  "  whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  abonld  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them."  How  Fader 
Mathew  bim  like  to  be  slabe  ?  Whose  niggar,  tink  you,  him 
wish  to  be  ? 

Father  Mathew  uttered  no  word  in  self-defence,  or  in 
recognition  of  the  controversy  raging  over  him.    He 
went  on  administering  the  pledge;   uncivilly  avoiding  Lid. ig-.igo, 
Protestant   temperance    societies  anxious  to  cooperate        ^^*' 
with  one  who,  confessedly,  owed  his  conversion  to  the   lh  20:40. 
cause  to  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  Protes- 
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ii*.  i9;i58.  tant  dissenters;  refusing  to  denounce  rum-sellers,  but 
bearing  heavily  on  the  consciences  of  buyers  and  eou- 
sumera.  His  New  England  harvest  gathered  in,  he 
returned  to  New  York,  and  straightway  by  word  and 
deed  justified  Mr.  G-arrison's  charge  that  he  had  gone 
over  to  the  side  of  the  oppressor.     He  granted  with  alac- 

i;i.  19:190.  rity  an  interview  to  Henry  Clay,  declaring  it  au  honor 
from  the  greatest  man  of  the  age,  and  directly  began  his 
Southern  tour  by  way  of  the  Federal  capital.  The  South 
Carohna  Temperance  Advocate  haviug  cleared  his  charac- 
ter as  a  fanatic  or  anti-slavery  helper,  he  had  promised 
Judge  John  Belton  ONeall,  President  of  the  State  Tem- 

Artii.p.iss.  perance  Society — the  same  who  would  have  hung  John 

L.  Brown  for  running  ofif  a  female  slave,  and  who  brought 

upon  himself  ail  O'Connell's  contempt  and  sarcasm  — 

that  be  would  visit  the  home  of  Calhoun. 

Meanwhile,  however,  he  had  been  notified  by  Judge 

Joseph  Hm-  Lumpkin,  President  of  the   Georgia  State  Temperance 

ryLmapkm.  gQgigjy^  ^^^  evidently  not  a  man  of  one  idea,  that  the 
invitation  extended  by  that  body,  and  accepted,  was 
revoked  —  at  least  pending  an  explanation.  The  Judge 
had  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  Irish  Address  of 

Lib.  19:194.  1842,  with  Father  Mathew's  signature,  and  wrote  to  ask 
him  if  the  document  wtis  genuine.  The  Apostle  hesitated 
Lii.  20:7.  long,  and  then  sent  the  merest  line  in  reply,  saying  noth- 
ing to  the  point,  but  referring  his  inquirer  to  the  report 
of  his  interview  with  Mr.  Garrison  —  an  explicit  endorse- 
ment of  that  for  correctness.     This  the  Judge  naturally 

Lii.  19:194.  looked  upon  as  shuffling,  since  it  involved  no  recantation 
of  the  Address ;  and  peace  was  not  made  till  Father 
Dti.ia.  Mathew,  choosing  Forefathers'  Day,  in  Richmond,  wrote 
Lii^^-.^S-  again  to  this  "  honored  and  dear  sir,"  with  profuse  apology 
for  not  knowing  he  was  a  high  and  mighty  judge  and  so 
addressing  him  before.  He  renewed  his  "solemn  declar- 
ation [to  Mr.  Garrison]  of  being  firmly  resolved  not  to 
interfere,  in  any  the  slightest  degree,  with  the  institu- 
tions of  this  mighty  Republic."  More,  he  pleaded,  should 
not  be  asked  of  him  in  "this  emphatically  free  country." 
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And  thus  placating  Georgia,  he  earned   the  torchlight 
procession  afterwards  tendered  him  in  Augusta,  Lib.ao-.x. 

The  Apostle  had  not  performed  his  last  act  of  servility 
ia  this  direction  when  he  arrived  in  Washington  in  De- 
cember and  (even  on  the  very  day  he  was  dining  at  the     Dec.  20, 
White  House}  a  motion  to  invite  him  to  a  seat  on  the    '^|;'a4!' 
floor  of  the  Senate  was  offered  by  a  Northern  member. 
The  Lumpkin  exposure  and  the  luckless  Address  were 
alleged  against  the  proposed  courtesy  by  an  Alabamian  £«.  19:2c 
"fire-eater";  but  Clay  nimbly  came  to  the  rescue,  repay- 
ing the  compliments  received  in  New  York,  and  offsetting 
the  Address  with  Father  Mathew's  holding  aloof  from  the 
abohtionists.    Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi  was  implac- 
able, saying  he  would  exclude  all  abolitionists,  foreign 
and  domestic,  from  the  chamber.     John  P.  Hale  pro- 
posed to  vote  for  the  resolution,  but  should  be  opposed 
to  it  as  a  sanction  of  the  Apostle's  course  on  the  subject 
of  slavery.     Pearce,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  precedent  a     Jaius  a 
bad  one :  to-day.  it  was  Clay's  "  Irish  patriot,"  to-morrow      ^""''^^■ 
it  might  be  the  Hungarian  Kossuth.     80  the  debate  was 
prolonged,  with  much  heat  evolved;  but  the  Southern 
Senators  and  their  doughface  allies  were  divided  by  cou-  Lib.\^:w 
siderations  of  political  expediency,  and  Father  Matbew       ^°''' 
was  admitted  by  slaveholders  to  the  dishonor  of  fellow- 
ship in  their  seat  of  power. 

"The  Apostle"  was  but  an  incident  in  Mr.  Giarrison's 
activity  for  the  year  1849.    He  addressed,  with  Wendell 
Phillips,  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts   ut.  19:3 
House  in  favor  of  disunion;  he  presided,  at  Worcester,  iii.ig;!! 
over  the  celebration  of  West  India  emancipation,  and  at 
the  fine  anniversary  of  the  American  Society  in  New   Lib.i^-.-} 
Tork;^  heattended  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lii.i^-.-i-, 
Anti-Slavery  Society.    He  wrote  freely  in  the  Liberator, 

1  "  Onr  meetings,"  he  wrote  to  Ms  wife  (MS.  May  B,  18+9),  "  were  never 
before  90  "WeU  attended,  and  I  tliink  never  was  ft  deeper  improsBLon  made. 
Wendell  [Phillipa]  has,  if  possible,  surpassed  himself —he  is  so  ready,  so 
eloquent,  so  morally  true,  so  sublimely  great,  that  I  know  not  what  we 
should  do  withont  him.  He  is  really  one  of  the  best  and  noblest  specimens 
of  humaoily  in  this  worM." 
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and  prompted  articles  for  the  Standard.    Quincy  wrote 
sfS.       to  him  on  July  16,  1849:   "I  wish  you  would  give  me 
some  more  topics  for  editorials.     I  have  used  up  all  you 
have  given  me.    This  week  I  treat  of  the  Southern  as- 
pects.   I  should  like  suggestions  which  might  be  worked 
up  into  short  articles  as  well  as  long  ones."    This  relation 
between  the  two  friends  lasted  to  the  very  end  of  the 
anti-slavery  controversy. 
Mr.  Garrison,  farther,  gave  practical  effect  to  his  ancient 
Aaie,s:2in.  pledge  to  "  go  for  the  Eights  of  Woman  to  their  utmost 
£1^.19:46;   extent,"  by  signing  and  circulating  in  Massachusetts  the 
■man  Sufi    earliest  petitions  tor  woman  suffrage  —  a  movement  now 
frage,y.'^.   fairly  organized  by  the  women  themselves.^    "The  denial 
of  the  elective  franchise  to  women  in  this  Commonwealth, 
Lit.  19:199.   on  account  of  their  ses,  is,"  he  affirmed,  "an  act  of  folly, 
injustice,  usurpation,  and  tyranny,  which  ought  no  longer 
to  be  persisted  in ."   He  was  on  the  list  of  Bronson  Aleott's 
PrUitedcir-    "  sclect  Company  of  gentlemen,  esteemed  as  deserving  of 
■       better  acc[uaintanee,  and  disposed  for  closer  fellowship 
of  Thought  and  Endeavor,"  invited  to  meet  at  12  West 
Street,  Boston,  on  March  20, 1849,  "  to  discuss  the  Advan- 
tages of  organizing  a  Club  or  College  for  the  study  and 
diffusion  of  the  Ideas  and  Tendencies  proper  to  the  Nine- 
teenth Century ;  and  to  concert  measures,  if  deemed  de- 
sirable, for  promoting  the  ends  of  good  fellowship."  ^    He 
would  have  attended  the  adjourned  Anti-Sabbath  Conven- 
Lib.  19:30,    tion  on  April  4,  having  led  the  call,  but  for  a  grievous 
^^'         domestic  affliction  in  which  superstition  might  easily  see 
the  hand  of  Providence. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1849,  he  removed  his  family  from 
Pine  Street  to  65  Suffolk  Street  (afterwards  Shawmut 
Avenue),  and  in  the  course  of  this  change  of  abode  at  a 
dangerous  season  the  hoy,  Charles  Follen,  fell  sick  and 

1  Mr.  QarriaoE  waa  unsble  to  attend  the  first  Woman's  Rights  Conren- 
tion,  at  Seneca  Palls.  N.  T.,  July  19,  20,  1848,  and,  by  adjoarnment,  at 
Eochester,  Aug.  2  ;  bat  he  sent  a  cordial  letter  of  approval  (Lib.  18 :  145, 
1*8 ;  '  Hist  of  Womun  Suffrage,'  1 ;  67,  75,  81,  83). 

»  Emerson's  name  stood  first,  followed  by  those  of  Garrison,  Theodore 
Parker,  W.  H.  Channing,  Aloott,  Wendell  Phillips,  etc. 
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died.  A  cold  brought  on  brain  fever,  the  nature  and  Afr.s,iS:^^. 
gravity  of  the  case  were  not  realized,  domestic  medication 
was  attempted,  and  in  a  defective  steam-bath  the  unfor- 
tunate child  was  fatally  scalded.  The  stroke  to  the  parents 
was  the  more  tremendous  not  only  because  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, hut  because  no  one  of  their  flock  was  so  robust, 
blooming,  and  charged  with  vitality,  or  had  so  endeared 
himself  to  their  affections.  He  bore  a  certain  facial 
resemblance  to  Dr.  FoUen,  and,  in  his  father's  words,  LH.t^-.s^- 
gave  "  promise  of  future  usefulness  and  excellence  in  some 
degree  commensurate  with  the  worth  and  fame  of  the  truly 
great  and  good  man  after  whom  he  was  named  admir- 
ingly, gratefully,  reverently."  His  mother  never  fuUy 
recovered  from  the  blow.  "Every  hour,  indeed  every  Memorial  of 
moment,"  she  wrote  to  a  friend  at  the  time,  "  he  is  before  ^'o^,'J^' 
me  in  all  his  beauty  and  freshness ;  and  I  long  to  clasp 
him  to  my  heart,  and  hear  once  more  those  joyous  notes 
which  would  be  music  to  my  soul.  I  try  to  be  resigned, 
I  endeavor  to  be  cheerful,  but  it  is  all  forced;  my  heart 
is  ready  to  break."  Her  husband's  grief  was  hardly  less 
poignant  or  lasting : 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Mizaheth  Pease. 

Boston,  June  20, 1849.  ^5. 

The  first  subject  to  which  my  mind  naturally  reverts  is  the 
sudden  death  of  our  noble  little  boy,  Charles  FoUen.  For  yonr 
consolatory  letter,  touching  this  great  bereavement,  dear  Helen  Mn.  Gar- 
unites  with  me  in  proffering  heartfelt  aebnowledgments.  In  the  '^™- 
hour  of  affliction,  the  sympathetic  expressions  and  comforting 
suggestions  of  friends  are  of  priceless  value.  These  we  have 
had,  in  great  variety,  and  they  have  helped  to  mitigate  our 
sorrow.  That  sorrow,  however,  was  not  caused  so  much  by  the 
mere  fact  of  his  removal  as  by  other  considerations. 

Death  itself  to  me  is  not  terrible,  is  not  reptdsive,  is  not  to 
be  deplored.  I  see  in  it  as  clear  an  evidence  of  Divine  wisdom 
and  beneficence  as  I  do  in  the  birth  of  a  child,  in  the  works  of 
creation,  in  all  the  arrangements  and  operations  of  nature. 
I  neither  fear  nor  regret  its  power.  I  neither  expect  nor, 
supplicate  to  be  exempted  from  its  legitimate  action.    It  is  not 
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to  be  chronicled  among  calamities;  it  is  not  to  be  styled  "a 
mysterious  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  " ;  it  is  scarcely 
rational  to  talk  of  being  resigned  to  it.   For  what  is  more  natural 

—  what  more  universal  —  what  more  impart!^ — what  more 
serviceable  —  what  more  desirable,  in  God's  .own  time,  hastened 
neither  by  our  ignorance  nor  folly  ?  Discarding,  as  I  do,  as 
equally  absurd  and  monstroua,  the  theological  dogma,  that  death 
settles  forever  the  condition  of  those  who  die,  whether  for  an 
eternity  of  bliss  or  misery  for  the  deeds  done  here  in  the  body 

—  and  beUeving,  as  I  do,  without  doubt  or  wavering,  in  the 
everlasting  progression  of  the  human  race,  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  infinite  love  over  finite  error  and  sinfulness,  in  the 
fatherly  care  and  boundle^  goodness  of  that  Creator  "  whose 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  the  works  of  Lis  hands"  —  I  see 
nothing  strange,  appalling,  or  even  sad  in  death. 

When,  therefore,  my  dear  friend,  I  teU  you  that  the  loss  of 
my  dear  boy  has  overwhelmed  me  with  sadness,  has  affected  my 
peace  by  day  and  my  repose  by  night,  has  been  a  staggering 
blow,  from  the  shock  of  which.  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  recover, 
you  will  not  understand  me  as  referring  to  anything  pertaining 
to  another  state  of  existence,  or  as  gloomily  affected  by  a  change 
inevitable  to  aU ;  far  from  it.  Where  the  cherished  one  who 
has  been  snatched  from  us  is,  what  is  his  situation,  or  what  his 
employment,  I  know  not,  of  course  ;  and  it  ^ves  me  no  anxiety 
whatever.  Until  I  join  him  at  least,  my  responsibility  to  him  as 
his  guardian  and  protector  has  ceased ;  he  does  not  need  my 
aid,  he  cannot  be  benefited  by  my  counsel.  That  he  will  still 
be  kindly  cared  for  by  Him  who  numbers  the  very  hairs  of  one 
heads,  and  without  whose  notice  a  sparrow  cannot  fall  to  the 
ground ;  that  he  is  still  hving,  having  thrown  aside  his  mortal 
drapery,  and  occupying  a  higher  sphere  of  existence — I  do  not 
entertain  a  doubt.  My  grief  arises  mainly  from  the  conviction 
that  his  death  was  premature ;  that  he  was  actually  defrauded 
of  his  life  through  unskilf  d  treatment ;  that  he  might  have  been 
saved,  if  we  had  not  been  most  unfortunately  situated  at  that 
time.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  not  certain;  and  not  being  certain,  it 
is  the  only  ingredient  of  consolation  that  we  find  in  our  cup  of 
bitterness.     .    .    , 

He  was  a  beautiful  boy,  but  in  no  frail  or  delicate  sense.  He 
had  a  fine  intellectual  andmoral  development,  with  great  bodily 
energy ;  he  seemed  bom  to  take  a  century  upon  his  shoulders, 
without  stooping;  bis  eyes  were  large,  lustrous,  and  charged 
with  electric  light ;  his  voice  was  clear  as  a  bui  ' 
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and  ever  rmging  in  our  ears,  Siom  the  dawn  of  day  to  the  Chap,  IX. 
ushering  in  of  night  —  so  that  since  it  has  lieen  stiEed,  our  j_^„ 
dwelliug  has  seemed  to  be  almost  without  an  occupant.  But, 
above  aU,  he  was  remarkable  for  the  strength  and  fervor  of  his 
affection.  He  loved  with  all  his  soul,  mind,  and  might.  In  this 
respect,  I  have  never  seen  his  equal.  AU  the  friends  who  have 
visited  us  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  have  had  the  strongest 
proofs  of  his  attachment.  He  would  almost  smother  them 
beneath  a  tornado  of  kisses ;  his  embraces  were  given  with 
intense  vital  energy,  and  "  with  a  will."  He  had  not  a  vicious 
quality.     .     .     . 

Wendell  informs  me  that  he  has  received  a  most  generous  W.  PMiiips. 
donation  from  you  towards  a  fund  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
my  family,  which  a  few  friends  are  kindly  endeavoring  to 
raise,  and  of  which  I  have  known  nothing  until  recently.  Be 
assured,  this  fresh  token  of  your  friendship,  which  has  been 
manifested  on  so  many  occasions  and  in  bo  many  ways,  is  more 
gratefully  appreciated  than  words  can  express.i    .    .    . 

Half  of  the  long  letter  from  which  the  above  extracts 
are  taken,  related  to  the  concern  felt  by  Miss  Pease  and 
other  English  friends  of  the  Liberator  because  of  the  Bible 
discussion  tolerated  in  its  columns :  Ante, p.  227. 

"  One  excellent  friend  has  discontinued  the  Liberator  for     MS.  June 
conscience'  sake,  being  unwilling  any  longer  to  receive  or  to    ^''i^^'to 
circulate  it !    Another  also  declines  taking  the  paper  on  the     e.  Pease. 
same  ground.     And  you,  in  various  letters  to  Henry  C,  "Wright, 
Wendell  Phillips,  and  myself,  say  that  while  the  Liberator  is 
the  most  interesting  paper  you  receive,  you  feel  it  is  a  serious 
thing  to  circulate  it  while  it  contains  so  much  which  appears  to 
you  dangerous  and,  as  you  believe,  'false  doctrine.'    Nay,  you 
are  deeply  concerned  when  you  think  of  leaving  copies  of  it 
behind  you,  to  fall  into  you  know  not  whose  hands,  lest  their 
everlasting  salvation  should  be  perilled  by  a  perusal  of  such 
heresies  !     .    .     .     Henry  Vincent,  too,  it  appears,  is  disturbed 

1  The  mOTement  to  raiBB  a  house  and  home  fond  for  Mr.  Garrison  dated 
fcick  to  the  year  1847,  when  Ms  Weatem  illneas  emphasized  the  preoarious 
condition  of  his  family.  See  (MS.  Dee.  8,  1^7)  Oliver  Jolmson's  draft  o{ 
a  ciroulaF  appeal  aubmltfed  to  Francis  Jackson.  On  Jan.  1,  1849,  Mr. 
Jackson,  with  S.  PMlhriolt  and  E.  G.  Loring,  esecuted  with  Mr.  Garrison 
an  indenture  and  declaration  of  trust  respecting  a  fund  which  already 
amonnted  to  $2289.79  (MS.). 
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at  wliat  tias  appeared  in  the  Liberator,  and  intends  writmg 
faithfuUy  to  H.  C.  Wright  on  the  subject"  i 

The  editor  had  not  merely  permitted  Henry  C.  "Wright 
to  introduce  and  carry  on  the  Bible  controversy  in  his 
paper;  he  had  manifested  sympathy  with  him  rather 
than  with  Henry  G-rew,  or  "William  Goodell,  the  chief 
defenders  of  inspiration  in  the  same  medium.  Mr.  Garri- 
son had  avowed  in  the  JUberator  his  disbelief  in  the 
inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  Mosaic  cosmogony 
as  being  unscientific,  in  the  atonement.  He  regarded  the 
Bible  as  "a  mighty  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  rival  sects  of  the  day,"  nor  saw  "liow  it  can 
be  taken  out  of  the  way  so  long  as  that  book  is  appealed 
to  as  absolute  and  final,  in  matters  of  faith  and  practice." 
On  the  whole  subject  he  unbosomed  himself  to  Elizabeth 
Pease  in  the  letter  to  which  we  now  return : 

"  My  dear  friend,  you,  and ,  and ,2  and  Henry 

Vincent  are  certainly  wrong  in  this  matter.  Tou  are  troubled 
where  you  ought  to  be  serene ;  yon  are  alarmed  at  what  ought 
to  make  your  repose  perfect;  you  are  not  acting  naturally; 
you  occupy,  in  regard  to  these  things,  a  sandy  foundation ;  and 
therefore  your  anxiety,  trepidation,  grief!  Come  now,  letua 
reason  together,  and  see  if  it  be  not  so.    .    .     . 

"  You  do  not  dislike  to  see  both  sides  of  the  slavery  question 
presented ;  and  you  would  smile  at  the  idea  of  secreting  the 
Liberator  because  it  contains  many  pro-slavery  articles  which 
might  injuriously  affect  some  minds.  You  are  not  troubled  on 
seeing  both  sides  of  the  peace  or  non-resistance  question  ai^ued 
in  its  columns,  but  rejoice  in  proportion  to  the  activity  of  its 
discussion  —  do  you  not  1  You  are  not  alarmed  when  you  see 
articles  freely  admitted,  pro  and  cow,  into  a  publication  on  the 
subject  of  temperance.  Neither  you  nor  Henry  Vincent  would 
think  of  remonstrating  against  the  free  utterance  of  sentiments 
in  favor  of  rehgious  intolerance,  provided  no  gag  were  put  into 
the  mouths  of  the  advocate  of  religious  liberty.     ,     .     . 

'  ''Garrison  is  very  aniioiia  to  know  which  Liberator  it  was  Vincent 
and  fou  thought  of  buraing "  (MS.  July  29,  1849,  Wendell  Phillips  to  E. 
Pease). 

^  These  blmiks  cannot  be  filled,  since  for  the  concluding  part  of  the  letter 
we  rely  on  a  copy  made  by  Bichard  D.  Wabh  for  private  circulation  abroad. 
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"  But  why  are  you  willmg  that  these  things  should  be  freely  Chap. 
discussed  ?  Simply  because  you  are  pei^uaded  that  your  views  ,^ 
of  anti-slavery,  peace,  temperance,  rel^ous  hberty,  etc.,  are 
based  on  a  sohd  foundation,  and  cannot  be  suecessfuily  over- 
thrown; nay,  the  more  they  are  attacked,  the  more  truthful 
you  think  they  will  appear.  Just  so!  Hence  you  invite,  solicit, 
demand,  the  most  thorough  inquiry  into  their  validity.  But 
the  slaveholder,  the  warrior,  the  rum-drinker,  the  bigot,  do  not 
like  to  see  their  views  on  slavery,  war,  temperance,  and  relig- 
ious hberty  brought  into  the  arena  of  free  debate;  they  are 
one-sided,  and  dread  nothing  so  much  as  '  a  fair  field  and  no 
quarter.'    .    .    . 

"  Now  what  is  true  with  regard  to  one  subject  or  question,  is 
equally  true  in  regard  to  every  other.  "Whoever  holds  to  an 
opinion  or  sentiment  which  he  ia  not  pleased  to  see  dealt  with 
boldly  and  searehingly,  gives  evidence  that  he  is  conscious  that 
it  will  not  bear  such  treatment,  or  that  he  has  taken  it  upon 
trust,  usage,  parental,  educational,  traditiozial  authority,  and 
not  upon  his  own  clear- wrought,  unbiased  convictions.  Is  it 
not  so  ?  Who  shall  presume  to  say  to  another,  in  regard  to  the 
examination  of  any  creed,  book,  ordinance,  day,  or  form  of 
government — of  anything  natural  or  reputedly  miraculous — 
'  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  but  no  farther'  ?  Beloved  friend,  are 
you  not  in  just  this  state  of  mind,  in  regard  to  certain  subjects 
the  discussion  of  which  you  so  much  deplore  ?  How  is  this  to 
be  accounted  for?    I  will  tell  you. 

"Ton  were  bom  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends;  yoirr 
religious  opinions  you  received  npon  authority,  and  you  accepted 
them  as  a  matter  of  course,  sincerely  and  trustingly,  as  I  did 
mine,  and  as  nine-tenths  of  those  who  are  bom  in  Christendom 
do.  Your  theological  views  of  man's  depravity,  the  atonement, 
eternal  punishment,  the  divinity  of  Christ,  the  inspiration  of  the 
Bible,  etc.,  yon  received  as  confidingly  as  you  did  your  Quaker 
views  of  peace,  anti-slavery,  temperance,  etc., — only,  the  latter 
you  have  advocated  and  carried  out  to  an  extent  much  beyond 
the  ordinary  teachings  of  Quakerism  on  these  pointe.  But  the 
latter  views  are  true,  and  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion ;  and  their  examination  you  court.  The  former  are  all 
wrong  (in  my  judgment,  I  mean,  though  I  was  brought  up  to 
beheve  them),  admit  of  no  satisfactory  proof,  much  le^  of 
demonstration;  and  a  free  examination  of  them  gives  you 
positive  uneasiness !  Your  peace  and  anti-slavery  views  com- 
mend themselves  to  your  understanding,  your  conscience,  and 
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.  your  heart  j  perhaps  you  ■will  discover  that  your  theological 
views  liave  really  little  to  do  with  your  iinderstandiiig,  your  con- 
science, or  your  heart,  independently  and  absolutely,  like  the 
others  —  pardon  my  frankness—for  if  they  had,  it  seems  to  me 
you  would  no  more  be  startled  to  see  an  impartial  disenssion  of 
them  in  the  Liberator,  or  any  other  periodical  oondact«d  on  the 
same  principle,  than  you  now  are  to  see  pro-slavery  and  anti- 
pea«e  sentiments  admitted  into  its  columns  along  with  those  of 
an  opposite  spirit.  le  there  any  flaw  in  this  reasoning  ?  Is 
there  any  link  in  this  chain  of  logic  unsound?  Is  not  the 
parallel  perfect,  the  analogy  exact,  the  illustration  pertinent, 
the  conclusion  inevitable  1 

"  What  is  it  that  induces  you  to  hide  the  Liberator  from  your 
friends  t  It  cannot  be  that  you  have  ever  seen  anything  in  it, 
from  my  pen,  detrimental  to  the  peace,  hherty,  or  happiness  of 
mankind.  Is  not  its  standardof  rectitude  exalted,  unswerving, 
absolute  ?  Is  it  not  boldly  and  continually  rebuking  sin  and 
sinners  in  high  places  and  in  low  places  t  Is  it  not  hated,  feared, 
and  persecuted  by  all  tliat  is  Pharisaical,  intolerant,  cowardly, 
time-serving,  brutal,  and  devilish  ?  Does  it  not  advocate,  in 
practical  life,  love  to  &od  and  love  to  man  —  peace  on  earth  — 
the  brotherhood  of  all  mankind  ?  Is  it  not  straining  every  nerve 
to  overthrow,  by  sublinie  moral  instrumentalities,  that  horrible 
system  in  this  country  by  which  miUions  of  our  brethren  and 
sisters  are  reduced  to  the  condition  of  things  ?  Is  such  a  paper 
to  be  secreted  1  Is  its  circulation  to  be  a  cause  of  disquietude  to 
any  pure  mind,  to  any  free  spirit,  to  any  philanthropio  heart  ? 
I  have  never  allowed  a  single  number  of  it  to  go  forth  to  the 
world  without  feeling  that  it  would  do  something  to  redeem  that 
world  from  sin  and  error.  My  mistakes  and  infirmities  have 
been  numerous,  undoubtedly  —  for  who  is  infaUible  ?  —  but  the 
moral  tone  of  my  paper,  I  am  confident,  has  been  uniformly 
pure  and  elevated.     ... 

"  My  worthy  friend  at  ■■■■  comes  right  to  the  point  in  her 
lettor,  of  which  the  following  is  the  introductory  paragraph ; 
'  My  dear  sir,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot  read  the  Liberator 
any  longer.  You  wiH,  therefore,  not  send  any  more  papers  to 
my  address.  Ever  since  the  Sabbath  and  Scripture  questions 
were  brought  forward,  I  have  read  it  only  to  mourn  over  it.  I 
know  the  Bible  and  the  Author  of  it  so  well  (?)  that  I  have  not 
any  fears  for  my  own  sentiments  being  injured.  But  I  cannot 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  my  family,  because  I  consider  its  senti- 
ments on  these  points  calculated  to  bring  forth  the  grapes  of 
Sodom  and  the  apples  of  Gomorrah.' 
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"  Is  this  goc  careful  to  suppress  in  her  family    Chap.  IX. 

those  political  -.,1  ruugious  periodicals  which  sanction  war,  the  ,^ 
army  and  navy,  a  monarchical  government,  conquests  in  India, 
and  the  like  —all  which  serve  to  degrade,  oppress,  or  depopu- 
late the  human  race  ?  .  .  .  God  forbid  that  I  shonld  ever  take 
such  a  responsibility  upon  myself  —  that  I  should  ever  bring  my 
children  up  in  this  one-sided  manoer!  The  one  distinct  and 
emphatic  lesson  which  I  shall  t«ach  them  is,  to  take  nothing 
upon  mere  authority — to  dare  to  differ  in  opinion  from  their 
father,  and  from  all  the  world — to  understand,  as  clearly  as 
possible,  what  can  be  saidagainstor  in  favor  of  any  doetrineor 
practice,  and  then  to  accept  or  reject  it  according  to  their  own 
eonvictioiis  of  duty.    .    .     . 

"  I  doubt  not  that  a  sincere  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the 
anti-slavery  cause,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  Liberator  as  its 
advocate,  may  give  rise  to  the  inquiry  in  your  mind :  '  Why 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  Bible,  or  the  question  of  the  holiness  of 
,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  in  the  Liberator  ?  Is  it  not  needlessly 
to  deter  persons  from  taking  the  paper  who  otherwise  would  be 
disposed  to  subscribe  forit,  being  desirous  to  promote  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  ?  '  My  dear  friend,  it  would  give  me  great  satis- 
faction to  extend  the  subscription -Hst  of  my  paper  much  beyond 
what  it  is  at  present ;  and  most  soKcitous  am  I  to  see  every  slave 
free,  and  to  join  in  singing  the  song  of  jabUee.  But  I  beg  you 
and  my  other  English  friends  to  bear  constantly  in  your  minds  the 
fact,  that  the  discussion  of  these  questions  has  been  forced  upon 
ns  by  the  enemies  of  the  anti-slavery  and  non-resistance  move- 
ments. Their  constant  cry  has  been,  that  we  are  desecrating 
the  Sabbath  in  pleading  the  cause  of  the  slave  oa  that  day,  and 
mixing  up  secular  with  holy  affairs.  Thus  criminated,  we  have 
naturally  been  led  to  see  how  this  doctrine  of  the  holiness  of  days 
afiects  every  reformatory  enterprise,  and  to  inquire  into  its 
origin  and  nature.  We  are  enlightened  as  we  proceed  in  our 
investigations,  and  led  to  perceive  not  only  that  there  is  no 
scriptural  authority  for  the  observance  of  the  first  day  of  the 
week  as  the  Sabbath,  but  that  time  is  sanctified  only  as  we  use 
it  aright,  without  regard  to  particular  days  or  seasons.  In 
short,  that  holiness  pertains  to  the  spirit  and  to  its  acts,  not  to 
any  external  arrangements  or  observances ;  and  that  whatever 
it  is  right  to  do  on  one  day,  it  is  right  to  do  on  every  other  day 
of  the  week.  That  this  discussion  has  already  proved  highly 
servieeabie  to  our  cause,  we  have  the  olearest  evidence. 

"Again,  in  advocating  our  non -resistance  doctrines,  our 
opponents  have  resorted  to  the  Bible,  and  thought  to  silence  us 
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by  triiunphantly  reEerriag  to  the  estermitiatiiig  wars  recorded 
in  the  Old  Testament  as  espre^ly  commanded  by  Jehovah.  It 
was  not  conclusive  for  us  to  reply,  that  what  was  obligatory 
once  is  not  necessarily  so  now  —  that  Christ  has  superseded 
Moses,  and  now  forbids  all  war ;  for  the  answer  was ;  If,  as  you 
assert,  war  is,  like  slavery,  idolatry,  and  the  like,  inherently 
wrong,  a  malum  in  se,  how  could  it  be  enjoined  by  a  sin-hating 
Gfod  in  the  days  of  Moses,  unless  his  moral  character  is  mut- 
able !  Our  answer  to  this  is :  Whoever  or  whatever  asserts 
that  the  Creator  has  required,  and  may  still  require,  one  portion 
of  his  children  to  butcher  another  portion,  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  is  libelling  his  goodness,  and  aseertiag  what  every- 
thing in  nature  contradicts.  This  position  we  believe  to  be 
impregnable. 

"  So,  too,  the  controversies  with  the  American  church  and 
elergy  have  all  been  forced  upon  us  by  those  who  love  darkness 
rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evU.  We  are  not  the 
aggressors  in  any  of  these  instances.  Ought  we  to  have  aban- 
doned our  ground,  and  avoided  the  conflict  t  What  would  have 
been  gained  by  it,  either  to  the  cause  of  the  slave  inpai-ticular, 
or  of  mankind  universally  !  " 

Miss  Pease's  essentially  broad  and  noble  nature  was 
better  appreciated  by  her  American  Mend,  who  reasoned 
with  it  not  in  vain,  than  by  herself.  On  the  other  hand, 
"Wendell  Phillips,  becoming  a  party  to  the  same  contro- 
versy, stood  up  on  strongly  personal  grounds  for  the 
Liberator.  "  On  the  great  central  question  of  inspiration, 
I  am  myself  an  inquirer," — with  many  misgivings  and 
perplexities, —  he  confessed  to  her  in  a  letter  written  in 
October,  1849,  of  which  but  a  fragment  remains.  The 
following  pass^e  the  recipient  was  unwilling  to  destroy : 

'•  With  these  views,  and  feeling  that  I  could  ask  for  my  chil- 
dren no  ben«r  spirit  than  the  pure,  uncompromising,  self-sac- 
rificing, clear-sighted,  Christian  one  breathed  in  the  lAherator; 
and  not  knowing  where  I  could  find  it  so  fresh  and  enthusiastic 
and  impressive  as  in  the  life  of  Garrison,  I  should  give  them  the 
lAherator,  hoping  they  would  be  moiilded  like  it,  and  guarding 
them  myself,  on  those  points  where  I  think  its  writers  wrong, 
against  beii^  led  astray.  They  have  got  to  meet  those  denials 
of  doctrines  among  their  associates,  in  the  common  press  (you 
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do  not  shut  them  from  it),  and  in  general  Uterature ;  why  not  i 
show  them  the  mistake  boldly,  and  combat  it  ?  Is  there  any- 
thing, evea  with  a  child,  so  to  be  dreaded  from  the  Liberator 
that  you  would  submit,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  to  lose  for  him  the 
influence  of  such  a  spirit  as  W.  L.  G.'s  7  Were  you  dying,  and 
leaving  your  child  to  grow  up,  would  you  pray  that  he  might 
be  much  in  the  sight  and  shadow  of  some  exactly  orthodox  friend 
of  yours  ^but  far  from  the  company  of  W,  L,  G.  ?  And  eould 
you  hope,  if  your  prayer  were  answered,  that  your  child  would 
meet  you  in  heaven  more  closely  modelled  in  spirit  after  his 
Great  Master  because  you  had  never  let  him  know  our  glorious 
Pioneer!  I  would  prefer  to  mould  my  children  wholly  myself; 
but  as  this  is  impossible,  and  I  must  submit  to  the  influence  of 
others  in  some  degree,  let  me  bathe  them  in  the  spirit  of  G. 
rather  than  any  other  I  know.  The  best  prayer  I  eould  offer 
for  any  whose  fate  I  was  to  influence,  would  be  that  they  might 
be  worthy  to  sit  with  him  in  another  world." 
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CHAPTER  X. 
The  BrYNDEBS  Mob, — 1850. 

p.  X.     "  TT?"-^  **^^  ^^  *'^^  South  and  tlie  North  being  parties 

r^  W   to  this  question,  and  of  the  Slave  Power  being 

identified  with  the  South.  Do  you  remember  how  many- 
slaveholders  there  are  1 "    This  question,  put  by  John  6. 

0:38.  Palfrey  at  the  Free  Soil  Convention  held  in  Faneuii  Hall 
on  February  27, 1850,  he  answered  by  computing  from 
the  latest  "  census "  of  Kentucky  that,  out  of  some 
5,000,000  whites  in  the  South,  only  100,000,  including 

Jay.  women  and  minors,  held  slaves.  Judge  Jay,  reckoning 
from  the  same  basis,  hut  applying  it  to  the  census  of 

o;34.  1840,  arrived  at  the  sum  of  117,000,  which,  if  we  were 
to  enlarge  it  by  70,000,  would  still  exceed  by  less  than 

3:183.  one-half  the  population  of  Boston  in  this  year  of  com- 
promise, reaction,  and  violence.^  For  the  sake  of  the 
moneyed  interests  and  social  and  political  supremacy  of 
•  this  oligarchy,  the  whole  country  was  plunging  headlong 
into  a  frightful  abyss  of  idolatry  of  the  Union,  and  utter 
repudiation  of  the  claims  of  humanity  in  the  person  of 
the  enslaved — and  especially  of  the  fleeing,  hunted,  and 
imploring — negro. 

1  Wfl  havB  Bought  in  Tsin  to  disnovsr  tfcn  eommos  data  upon  wMcL  FbJ- 
frey  and  Jay  railed,  There  has  never  been  a  Kentucky  Stal«  eenBns,  nor 
is  any  document  known  to  tbe  Auditor's  Department  which  ^ves  any  clue 
to  the  number  of  slaveholders.  Slaveholders  were  never  enumerated  in  a 
United  Statea  census;  but  the  Soulhemer,  De  Bow,  who  superintended 
tliat  of  1850,  estimated  tbe  total  number  at  347,525,  or.  excluding  the  hirers 
of  slaves,  186,S6I.  This  would  make  an  average  holding  of  IT,  whereas 
the  Kentucky  average  reported  to  Palfrej"  and  Jay  was  22,  and  seemed  too 
low  to  apply  to  the  South  at  large,  as  the  size  of  gangs  increased  going 
Gnlfward  (Lib.  20.:  38).  In  a  speech  delivered  in  1814,  Casslus  Clay  said, 
S73 
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Correspondingly  small,  in  its  own  relation,  was  the    Chap.  x. 
group  of  three  popular  leaders  who  brought  ahout  this        ig^o. 
national  degradation.    All  of  them  nearing  or  past  the 
term  of  threescore  years  and  ten,  and  standing  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave, —  two  of  them  gray  and  extinct  vol- 
canoes of  Presidential  ajnbition,  the  third  still  glowing 
cavemously, —  Clay,  Calhoun,  and  Webster  worked,  in 
unequal  and  even  discordant  partnership,  to  establish  a 
new  reign  of  terror  for  anti-slavery  fanatics  and  ensure 
the  lasting  domination  of  the  Slave  Power.    They  wielded 
a  packed  Senate  in  whose  twenty-seven  standing  com- 
mittees the   South  had  sixteen  chairmanships,  to  say    zi*.2o:6; 
nothing  of  those  which  she  had  assigned  to  Northern     '^■^'■^** 
doughfaces,  while  in  sixteen  committees  she  had  care- 
fully secured  a  majority  of  actual  slaveholders,  and  from 
all  had  insolently  excluded  the  three  truly  Northern    La.ia-.-^. 
Senators,  Hale,  Seward,  and  Chase.    A  House,  packed   j.  p.  Hole. 
in  lilie  manner,  completed  the  Congress  whose  destiny    a^'.  s.  p' 
it  was  to  pour  oil  upon  the  flames  of  the  agitation  it       ^'^'^• 
sought  to  extinguish.    For  eight  months  after  Mr.  Clay 
introduced  his  so-called  Compromise  Resolutions,  they,      jen.  bi, 
and  the  measures  to  which  they  gave  birth  in  an  Omni-    '  ^\sz.  ' 
bus  Bill,  engrossed  the  attention  of  both  Houses  and  of 
the  country.     No  appropriation  hdl  could  be  passed.  z.;i.2o;ii8. 
Everybody  was  in  a  fever  of  excitement  till  a  "settle- 
ment" should  be  arrived  at;   and  when  the  settlement 
was  enacted,  all  peace  and  quiet  was  at  an  end. 

Clay's  programme  was:  To  yield  to  the  inevitable  in   LH.so-.i-!. 
the  case  of  California,  and  admit  her  as  a  free  State  — 

"31,495  only  [of  tbe  then  popolation  of  Kentucky]  the  Auditor's  books 
ahow  to  be  siavehoidera  "  (MS.  June  11,  1888,  C.  M.  Clay  M  Gee.  Fayette 
Hewitt,  Auditor  of  Kentucky!  "nd  see  Greeley's  'Life  of  C.  M.  Clay'). 
De  Bow's  estimate  lor  tbe  same  State,  in  1850,  hirers  induded,  was  38,385. 
Clay,  again,  in  a  letter  to  the  National  Bepublieau  Convention  at  Pitts- 
burg of  Feb.  22,  1856  (Lib.  26:41),  put  the  Southern  slafeholdera  at 
300,000,  but  De  Bow's  larger  estimate  was  generally  current— 350,000 
(Josiah  Quincy,  June  5,  1856,  'Library  of  American  Literature,'  4:308; 
Wm.  H.  HenidoB,  1856,  X^b.  26:70;  Theodore  Parker,  1856,  Lib.  26;  81; 
Harriet  Marthieau,  1857,  Mb.  27 :  173) ;  400,000  (W.  L.  G.,  1857,  ii6.  37 :  72 ; 
Owen  Lovejoy,  April  6,  1860,  Lib.  30 :  62). 
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Chap.  X.    yet  with  the  air  of  conceding  something.     To  organize 
jBso.       the  Territories  acqaired  from  Mexico  without  raising  the 
question  of  slavery  —  virtuously  resisting  the  Southern 
demand  for  the  prolongation  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
parallel  (because,  said  he,  that  would  be  to  vote  for  the 
positive  introduction  of  slavery,  which  Heaven  forbid 
Henry  Clay  should  do  either  north  or  south  of  36°  30' — 
Ui.  ac !     and  because  slavery  would  have  an  advantage  in  putting 
'"■'■       up  no  fences!).     To  bribe  Texas  to  relinquish  her  pre- 
ij*.ao;74.   posterous  claiffls  to  New  Mexican  territory.     To  gratify 
Northern  sentiment,  not  by  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  the  slave-traffic  within  it,  but  by 
Lib.7o:\if>.  excluding  adjacent  slave-breeders  from  the  Washington 
'^'        market.    Finally,  to  satis^  the  claims  of  the  South  by  a 
more  stringent  law  for  the  reclaiming  of  fugitive  slaves. 
Lii.  2o:i2s.       In  summing  up,  he  showed  that  the  South  would  secure 
the  practical  abandonment  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  and 
prevent  a  Texan  invasion  of  New  Mexico,  which  Presi- 
dent Taylor  would  resist  with  Federal  troops,  even  though 
Cf.ub.      the  other  Southern  States  sided  forcibly  with  Texas  —  as 
^'  ■  *^'      would  surely  happen  —  in  a  civil  war.    Moreover,  the 
Free  SoUers  would  have  the  ground  cut  from  under  them. 
Ui.■»•.^3,s.   "As  certain  as  that  Grod  exists  in  heaven,"  he  cried  to 
John  P.  Hale  with  passionate  blasphemy,  "  your  business, 
your  avocation  is  gonel     .     .     .    There  is  California  — 
she  is  admitted  into  the  Union ;  will  they  [the  Free  Soil- 
ers]  agitate  about  that  J    "Well,  there  ore  the  Territorial 
governments  established  —  will  they  agitate  about  them  t 
There  is  the  settlement  of  the  Texan  boundary  question  — 
upon  what  can  they  agitate?    .     .     .     Then,  will  they 
agitate  about  the   [abolition  of  the]   slave-trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbian    That  is  accomplished."    There 
remained  the  abolition  disunionists,  the  Garrisonians,  of 
Roiirt      whom  Senator  Toombs  of  Georgia  had  said ;   "  In  my 
ilb°^!vi.    judgment,  their  line  of  policy  is  the  fairest,  most  just, 
most  honest  and  defensible  of  all  the  enemies  of  our 
institutions  —  and  such  will  be  the  judgment  of  impartial 
history  " —  they  might,  indeed,  agitate,  but  impotently. 
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Calhoun's  glared  eye,  almost  fixed  in  death,  saw  more    chat 
clearly  thaa  Clay's.    His  last  speech,  read  for  him  in  the       ,8^ 
Senate,  protested  not  against  the  Kentuckian's  aims  in 
behalf  of  slavery,  but  his  methods.    Disunion  was  the 
necessary  end  of  an  agitation  which  imperilled  the  equi- 
librium of  slave  and  free  States ;  and  the  Compromise  did 
not  protect  that  equilibrium.     The  Fugitive  Slave  Bill 
introduced  by  Senator  Butler  of  South  Carolina  would    Amin 
not  meet  the  hopes  of  its  author  and  supporters,     "  It  is        "' 
impossible  to  execute  any  law  of  Congress  until  the  people    Lib.  s. 
of  the  States  shall  cooperate."    He  did  not  despise  the 
influence  of  the  Garrisonians  i  he  had  seen  its  working   lh.  ^ 
since  1835  [and  longer,  but  he  naturally  remembered  by     cf.  s 
landmarks  of  mob  violence],  and  witnessed  the  beginning       ^"- 
of  disunion  in  the  rending  of  the  great  religious  denomi-  Ante,'. 
nations  —  the  Episcopal  alone  remaining  intact.^ 

Daniel  Webster's  incredible  7th  of  March  speech,  in    lh.s 
wholesale  support  of  the  Compromise,  carried  dismay  to      ^^' 
the  Conscience  Whigs,  who  had  built  their  hopes  of  him 
on  random  utterances  disconnected  by  any  logic  of  prin- 
ciple or  behavior,  and  infused  by  no  warmth  of  heart  or 
ray  of  pity  for  the  slave.    True,  he  had  said  at  Marshfield,    lh.  a 
in  September,  1842  :  "  We  talk  of  the  North.     There  has       m 
for  a  long  time  been  no  North.     I  think  the  North  Star  is      ^■' 
at  last  discovered ;  I  think  there  will  be  a  North  "  exhibit- 
ing "a  strong,  conscientious,  and  umted  opposition  to 
slavery,"    True,  he  had  said  in  New  York  in  March, 
1837,  during  the  Texas  excitement : 

"  The  subject  [of  slavery]  has  not  only  attracted  attention  as      iVei 
a  question  of  polities,  but  it  has  struck  a  far  deeper-toned  chord.       '^t 

1  This  enoomiastio  exception  was  meiitcd.    Mr,  Garrison  wrote  in  June,  * 

18B0  (IA1>.  20  :  104) :  "  The  conaolence  of  tte  Bpiacopal  Chnreli  of  this 
country,  so  far  aa  the  colored  population  are  conoemeii,  mLether  bond  or 
free,  is  harder  than  adamatiti"  On  Sept,  26, 1850,  fie  Protestant  Episcopal 
Convention  in  New  York  city  refnaed  to  admit  delegates  from  its  own 
colored  churches  /Zib.  20:  [158]|,  Sare  the  Rev,  B.  M.  P.  Wells  of  Boston, 
who  early  withdrew  from  the  cause  (ante,  2  :  54,  88,  252),  we  recall  no 
EpiBoopal  olergymam  — as  no  CathoUo  priest  —  who  ever  identified  himself 
with  the  abolitionists.  As  ia  well  known,  a  slareholding  Southern  Episco- 
pal Bishop  became  a  Confederate  Maior-General, 
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HAP.  X.'  It  has  arrested  the  rel^ous  feeling  of  the  eountiy ;  it  has  taken 
j^o  strong  hold  on  the  consciences  of  men.  He  ia  a  rash  man,  indeed, 
and  little  conversant  with  human  nature,  and  espeeially  Las  he 
a  very  erroneous  estimate  of  the  character  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  who  supposes  that  a  feeling  of  this  kind  is  to  be  trifled 
with  or  despised.  It  will  assuredly  cause  itself  to  be  respected. 
It  may  be  reasoned  with,  it  may  be  made  willing  —  I  believe  it 
is  entirely  willing  —  to  fulfil  ail  existing  engagements  and  all 
existing  duties,  to  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  as  it  is 
established,  with  whatever  regrets  about  some  proviaons  which 
it  does  actually  contain.  But  to  coerce  it  into  silence,  to 
endeavor  to  restrain  its  free  expression,  to  seek  to  compress  and 
confine  it,  warm  as  it  is,  and  more  heated  as  such  endeavors 
would  inevitably  render  it — should  this  be  attempted,  I  know 
nothing,  even  in  the  Constitution  or  in  the  Union  itself,  which 
would  not  be  endangered  by  the  explosion  which  might  follow," 

fe,3:j47.  But  how  oonsistently  he  had  dodged  every  opportunity 
in  Congress  to  make  himself  the  spokeBinan  of  that  much- 
desired  "North,"  or  the  protector  of  that  respectable 
religious  feeling  when  it  was  regularly  "  coerced  into 
silence  "  in  both  Houses  1  What  word  or  act  of  Ms  in  sup- 
port of  John  Quincy  Adams  since  1830  eoidd  be  cited  — 
what  to  vindicate  the  right  of  petition  ?    How  did  he  re- 

tt,p.iy>.  sent  the  expulsion  of  Massachusetts  from  the  Federal 

courts  in  South  Carolina  in  the  person  of  Samnel  Hoar !  ^ 

As  the  real  stake  of  the  "  Compromise  "  game  was  the 

Fugitive  Slave  Law,^  and  Webster's  main  purpose  was 

1  See,  for  s  partisl  answer,  Ma  fulsome  flattery  of  Charleston  for  ita 
"  hoHpitality,"  and  —  risum  teHeatia?  —  as  "  the  home  of  the  oppressed," 
during  bis  visit  to  that  city  in  May,  1847  (Webster's  Works,  2  :  371-388). 

2  "One  of  those  affiJiated  measures  denied  the  admissioa  of  New  Merieo 
becftuse  she  had  determined  tD  come  oa  a  free  State,  and  remanded  her  to 
come  hack  io  the  habiliments  ot  slavery.  Another  distinctly  intimated  to 
the  Mormon»  that  they  BhonM,  if  they  could,  p\pst  a  slsve  State  in  tie  very 
recesses  of  the  continent.  A  third  abolished  a  public  slave  mart  in  the  city 
of  Waahlngton,  without  abating  either  the  extent  or  the  duration  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  A  fourth  obtained  a  peace  on  humilia&ig 
terms  from  one  of  the  youngest  and  feeblest  memhera  of  the  Confederacy 
[Teias]  in  an  attitnde  of  aedition ;  while  a  fifth  only  reluctantly  admitted 
California  as  a  free  State  when  she  had  refused  to  contaminate  herself  with 
slavery.  Which  one  of  theae  measures  has  superQuaus  merit  to  be  received 
in  eitenuatioo  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  1 "  (William  H.  Seward,  letter  of 
April  5,  1851,  to  the  Massachusetts  Convention  in  Boston,  Idb.  31 :  77.) 
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to  overcome  Northevn  repugnance  to  that  measure,  the 
rest  of  his  "indescribably  base  and  wicked  speech,"  as    ui.an:^ 
Mr.  Garrison  termed  it,  was  simply  confirmatory  of  his 
depravation.     His  historical  dust-cloud  about  the  origin    Ltb.io:^ 
of  slavery  in  America,  and  of  its  guarantees  in  the  Con- 
stitution ;  his  pretext,  in  regard  to  California  and  New 
Mexico,  that  their  physical  conditions  debarred  African 
slavery,  and  he  "would  not  take  pains  to  reafBrm  an   ^^.20:4 
ordinance  of  Nature,  nor  to  reeuact  the  will  of  God"|     'J-"-'^- 
his  offer  to  support  a  Government  scheme  of  colonizing    iii.  20:4 
the  free  colored  population  of  the  South  ^ —  all  was  mere 
surplusage.    It  was  his  advocacy  of  the  duty  of  slave- 
hunting  which  brought  upon  him  the  withering  censure 
of  Northern  manhood,  the  hollow  applause  of  the  South, 
the  immoral  thanks  of  the  trader  and  the  doughface. 
When  he  rose  in  his  place  on  March  7  to  break  the  word 
of  promise  to  the  hope  of  his  eager  constituency,  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill  was  even  more  objectionable  than  at   m.  20-; 
the  time  of  its  final  passage.    Its  unwarranted  extension 
of  the  Federal  judiciary  placed  the  liberty  of  every  alleged 
fugitive  at  the  mercy  of  any  commissioner,  clerk,    or   LH.ao-.s 
marshal  of  a  Federal  court,  or  Federal  postmaster,  or  col-      p.l^e, 
lector  of  customs,  iu  the  State  where  the  seizure  was 
made.    The  "Expounder  of  the  Constitution"  was  pre- 
pared to  support  this  inicLuity  "to  the  fullest  extent,"   ub.20:^ 
along  with  Senator  Mason's  amendments  of  January  23,  j.m.Mos, 
affixing,  not  only  to  the  rescue  of  an  alleged  fugitive,  but   lh.  sa-.; 
to  the  harboring  or  concealing  of  any  such,  a  penalty  of 
one  thousand  dollars  fine  and  twelve  months'  imprison- 
ment (ultimately  mitigated,  as  regards  imprisonment,  to  LH.so-.i 
a  term  not  exceeding  six  months) ;    and  denying  the 

1  In  the  Boston  CotigregatiomlM  of  July  6,  1849  (Z-ib.  19 :  166),  Lewla 
TappaD  told  of  hftving  acted  as  secretary  of  a  ooloniaatioc  meeting  held  at 
tlie  Marlboro'  Hotel,  Boston,  in  1822,  Webster  presiding,  and  Judge  Story 
intiodacing  resolutions.  This  was  followed  by  one  to  organize  the  Maasa- 
chusetts  Colonization  Society,  when  a  great  division  of  sentiment  was 
manifested  over  the  constitution  reported,  and  Webster  at  lengtii  decliired ; 
"  It  is  a  scheme  of  the  slaveholders  to  get  rid  of  the  free  negroes.  1  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it" — and  left  the  room. 
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X.  alleged  fugitive  all  right  to  testify  in  liis  own  defence. 
Nor  did  Webster,  who,  while  yet  undecided  on  which  side 

iQo.  to  commit  himself,  had  drawn  up  an  amendment  provid- 
ing for  a  trial  by  jury  (which  lay  hid  in  his  desk  on  the 
7th  of  March),  make  this  a  sine  qua  wm  of  his  adhesion ; 

!9S-  or  revolt  at  the  effect  given  to  the  kidnapper's  e«-parU 
affidavits  ;i  or  denounce  the  omission  to  provide  any 
redress  for  the  abuse  of  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
bill. 

For  thus  having  "  convinced  the  understanding  and 
touched  the  conscience   of  a  nation,"  he  was  publicly 

:ss,  thanked  by  some  seven  hundred  addressers  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  —  great  lawyers,  like  Euf  us  Choate  and  Benjamin 
R.  Curtis;  men  of  letters,  like  George  Ticknor,  William 
H.  Prescott,  and  Jared  Sparks  (the  last  also  the  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College) ;  theologians  like  Moses  Stuart, 
Leonard  Woods,  and  Ralph  Emerson  of  Andover  Semi- 

:  73-  nary.  Half  as  many  gentlemen  of  Ne  wburyport  confessed 
their  gratitude  to  Webster  for  his  having  recalled  them  to 
"  a  due  sense  of  their  Constitutional  obligations " ;  and 
in  this  group  we  read  the  names  of  Francis  Todd  (who, 

!8o.  if  a  novice  in  slave-catching,  had  known  something  of 

207.  slave-trading)  and  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Dana,  D.  D.  These 
addresses,  with  Professor  Stuart's  obsequious  pamphlet 
on  '  Conscience  and  the  Constitution,'  elicited  aeknowl- 

:62,    edgments  from  Webster,  which  were  so  many  supplements 

"■  to  his  7th  of  March  speech,  coining  fresh  euphemisms  for 
the  shameful  thing  he  invested  with  the  sacred  name  of 
duty.    At  the  Revere  House,  in  Boston,  the  anti-slavery 

276.  sentiment  to  which  he  had  once  allowed  a  religious  origin 

1  The  pBgaii  law  of  Crete  unearthed  at  Gerrijat,  (Am.  Jour,  of  Arehael/Kiy. 
Jan.,  1066),  and  ftssignea  to  the  Solonian  period,  provided;  "Whoever  in- 
tends to  bring  suit  In  relnUon  to  a  freeman  or  a  slave,  shall  not  tftbe  action 
by  seizure  before  trial ;  but,  if  he  do  seize  him,  let  the  Judge  fine  him  ten 
fltators  for  the  freenuuip  five  for  the  slave,  and  let  brm  odjadge  that  he 
shall  release  him  within  three  days.  .  .  .  But  if  one  party  contend  that 
ha  is  a  treemao,  the  oUier  Uiat  he  is  a  slave,  those  that  teatiFy  that  he  is 
Eree  shall  be  preferred."  The  Fugitive  Slave  Law  not  only  reversed  this 
principle,  bu(  added  pecuniary  inducements  U>  commissioners  to  convict 
and  to  hoM  fast  (L{b.  20  :  1S3|. 
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and  intensity,  he  now  declared  to  have  its  foundation  in 
"unreal,  ghostly  abstractions."    His  Massachusetts  fel-    lh. 20:70. 
low-citizens,  reluctant  to  turn  the  fugitive  from  their 
doors,  or  assist  in  his  capture,  the  Senator  held  bound  to 
the  discharge  of  "  a  disagreeable  duty,"  adding:  "Any   LH.so-.yo, 
man  can  perform  an  agreeable  duty  —  it  is  not  every 
man  who  can  perform  a  disagreeable  duty."     Would 
Massachusetts,  he  asked  sardonically,  "conquer  her  own   z^'i. 20:70. 
prejudices"? 

The  answer  to  this  question  was  rendered  at  the  polls 
in  November,  when  the  Whig  party  received  a  crushing  j.ii.^:t&2. 
defeat  in  Massachusetts.    But  more  immediately  response 
was  made  in  Faneuil  Hall  by  abolitionists  and  Free  Soil-    ut.  20:^7. 
ers;  by  the  colored  people  of  Boston;  by  the  voters  of   ^^^.^0:55. 
Plymouth  County,  the  home  of  Webster;  and  widely  by 
the  religions  press.     These  fanned  the  excitement  attend-    LH.ioxs?. 
ing  the  debates  over  the  Compromise  in  Congress ;  those        ^  ' 
which  grew  out  of  the  petitions  for  peaceable  disunion  pre-   Lib.  20 :  29, 
sented  by  John  P.  Hale  in  the  Senate ;  the  calling  of  the 
NashviUe  Convention    to    concert    disunion    from    the    lh.  21:3. 
Southern  point  of  view;  the  various  Southern  legislative    ii*.2o:5, 
preparations  for  the  same  event.     South  Carolina  made  ^^  ^'■^■ 
an  appropriation  for  arms,  and  Governor  Floyd  of  Vir-     d"-  ^^-s- 
ginia,  for  the  better  recovery  of  fugitives,  recommended 
a  system  of  taxation  by  license  "so  arranged  as  to  trans-   ii*.2o;6i. 
fer  entirely  the  trade  from  those  States  which  have 
trampled  under  foot  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  those  which  are  still  willing  to  abide  by  its  compromises 
and  recognize  our  rights  under  it."    This  system  he  would 
apply  to  the  manufactures,  live  stoct,  and  soil  products  of 
the  delinquent  States,  and  withal  would  have  the  South 
start  factories  of  her  own. 

As  in  1835,  the  attempt  was  made  to  cow  the  North  Ante.  2:6,. 
through,  the  medium  of  its  trade,  and  the  Union  meetings  Lib.  20:29, 
with  which  the  year  opened  and  closed  were  largely  sus-  195,197,(201. 
tained  by  the  mercantile  community.  In  Pennsylvania,  ^^s^j^'if 
the  Democrats  were  ready  to  sacrifice  the  slavery  issue  5'J.^' 
to  that  of  protection  for  the  iron  interest.    In  NewYorkf    ^^/^^ 
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Chap.  X.    John  A.  Dix,  lately  United  States  Senator  from  that  State, 

1850.       wrote  on  Jane  17, 1850 : 

To  Han.         "  Commercial  interests  rule  the  day.    The  prices  of  stocks 

jl/flHM,-  in    ^°*i  ^^  merchandise  are  considered,  by  a  large  portion  of  the 

Mag.  Am.    business  men,  as  of  more  importance  than  the  preservation  of 

iSBs,'*.  583!   S™at  principles.    A  merchant  told  me  the  other  day  he  was 

satisfied  onr  whole  policy  in  relation  to  slavery  was  wrong  — 

that  we  ought  to  repeal  all  laws  prohibiting  the  introduction  of 

slaves  into  the  United  States,  beginning  with  an  amendment  of 

the  Constitution.    This  gentlemaE  is  one  of  the  most  wealthy 

and  respectable  in  this  city  [New  York].     Another,  of  equal 

wealth  and  respectabihty,  told  me  he  had  no  objection  to  the  re- 

estabhshment  of  slavery  in  this  State.    A  few  such  examples  of 

perverted  principle  and  feeling  are  quite  enough  to  satisfy  me 

that  our  only  hope  is  from  the  country." 

The  readiness  of  "  wealth  and  respectability  "  to  suppress 
the  anti-slavery  agitation  by  force  was  again  to  be  illus- 
trated, in  1850  as  in  1835,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Garrison. 
Lib.  ao:2, 7,   He  began  the  year  in  poor  health,  though  still  in  the  lectnre 
i9p  21-      field,  and  taking  some,  if  not  his  usual,  part  in  the  annual 
Jan.  23-25,    meeting  of  the  Massachnsetts  Anti-Slavery  Society  in 
Paneuil  Hall.    He  there  offered  a  resolution  eondemuing 
Longfellow's  newly  published  ode  to  the  Union,  which  he 
/,i^,2o;ii.   had  already  characterized  in  the  Liberator  as  "  a  eulogy 
drippingwith  the  blood  of  imbruted  humanity."    He  now 
(in  terms  which,  truthful  and  prophetic  as  they  were, 
ii*.ao:i9,    elicited  hisses  from  the  hostile  part  of  his  audience  and 
^'  ^'      vehement  censure  from  the  press)  set  over  against  the 
poet's  conception  of  the  "  Ship  of  State  "  rather  a 

Lii.  20: 19.  " '  perfidious  bark 

Built  i'  th'  ecHpse,  and  rigged  with  curses  dark,' 

rotting  through  ail  her  timbers,  leaking  from  stem  to  stern, 
laboring  heavily  on  a  storm-tossed  sea,  surrounded  by 
clouds  of  disastrous  portent,  navigated  by  those  whose 
object  is  a  piratical  one  (namely,  the  extension  and  per- 
petuity of  slavery),  and  destined  to  go  down,  '  full  many 
a  fathom  deep,'  to  the  joy  and  exultation  of  all  who  are 
yearning  for  the  deliverance  of  a  groaning  world."    He 
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had  also  drawn  hostile  attention  to  himself  by  a  letter    La. 
to  the  mass  convention  of  abolitionists  held  at  Syracuse,       ^' 
N.  Y.,  on  January  15,  of  which  the  eloeing  sentence  read : 
"  I  am  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  therefore  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Union."    Later,  he  drafted  for  himself  and 
others  a  protest  against  the  summary  disposal  of  disunion    Lib. 
petitions  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  alleging :  ■ 

"  (3.)  That  while  your  petitioners  are  subjected,  liy  the  Con-  Lib. : 
aiitiition  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  heavy  fines  for  obeying  the  law  of  G-od,  and 
refusing  to  deliver  up  the  fugitive  slave,  or  giving  him  aid  and 
protection,  they  feel  that  they  have  a  right  to  be  heard  in  ask- 
ing to  be  relieved  from  such  immoral  obhgations. 

"  {4.)  That  while  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  visiting 
Southern  States,  are  seized,  thrust  into  prison,  condemned  to 
work  with,  felons  in  the  chain-gang,  and  frequently  sold  on  the 
auction-block  as  slaves ;  and  while  the  governments,  both  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  Southern  States,  have  refused,  or  Ante. 
made  it  penal,  to  attempt  a  remedy ;  and  while  this  Common- 
wealth has  given  up  all  effort  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  its 
citizens  as  hopeless  and  impracticable,  under  the  present  Union 
— it  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  a  Sovereign 
State,  to  devise  some  other  measure  for  the  redress  and  pre- 
vention of  so  grievous  a  wrong,  which  your  petitioners  are 
profoundly  convinced  can  be  reached  only  by  a  secession  from 
the  present  Union." 

On  the  sixth  of  May,  Mr.  Garrison  set  out  for  New  Mon. 
Yorii  to  attend  the  anniversary  of  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Society.  The  air  was  full  of  coming  violence,  of 
which  a  truly  Satanic  Scotchman,  James  Gordon  Bennett, 
editor  of  the  Now  York  Herald,  was  the  prime  invoker. 
He  began  on  April  30  by  charging  the  religious  and  ii^.  a 
philanthropic  societies,  indiscriminately,  that  held  regu- 
lar annual  meetings  in  New  York,  and  which  were  "  all 
of  one  side  of  thinking  in  regard  to  slavery,"  with  having 
brought  the  country  to  "the  brink  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union  —  a  separation  of  these  States  —  and,  perhaps,  a 
long  and  bloody  civil  war."  He  urged  "the  merchants, 
men  of  business,  and  men  of  property,  in  this  city,"  to 
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"  frown  down  the  meetings  of  these  mad  people,  if  they  would 
save  tiemselves.  What  business  have  all  the  religious  lunatiea 
of  the  free  States  to  gather  in  this  commercial  city  for  purposes 
which,  i£  carried  into  effect,  would  ruin  and  destroy  its  pros- 
perity ?  WUl  the  men  of  sense  allow  meetings  to  be  held  in 
this  city  which  are  calculated  to  make  our  country  the  arena  of 
blood  and  murder,  and  render  our  city  an  object  of  horror  to 
the  whole  Souths  We  hope  not.  Public  opinion  should  be 
regulated.  These  abolitionists  shotdd  not  be  allowed  to  mis- 
represent New  Tort," 

He  besought  his  "  regulators  "  to 
.  "  go  on  Tuesday  morning  to  the  Tabernacle,  and  there  look  at 
the  black  and  white  brethren  and  sisters,  fraternizing,  slobber- 
ing over  each  other,  speaking,  praying,  singing,  blaspheming, 
and  cursing  the  Constitution  of  our  glorious  Union,  and  then 
say  whether  these  things  shall  go  forth  to  the  South  and  the 
world  as  the  feeling  of  the  great  city  of  New  York,  Every 
citizen  has  a  right,  legally,  and  more  than  morally,  to  have  his 
say  at  the  amalgamation  meeting  on  Tuesday.  The  Union 
expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty ;  and  duty  to  the  Union,  in  the 
present  crisis,  points  out  to  us  that  we  should  allow  no  more  f  nel 
to  be  plaeed  upon  the  fire  of  aboUtionisni  in  oar  midst,  when  we 
can  prevent  it  by  sound  reasoning  and  calm  remonstranoea." 

On  May  2,  the  Herald  returned  to  the  subject,  drawing 
somewhat  nearer  to  the  leader  of  the  "  anti-slavery  dele- 
gates."   Of  these  it  said : 

"  They  will  be  full  of  all  kinds  of  assaults  upon  aU  kinds  of 
decency,  and  upon  liberty  itself.  They  will  assault  the  people, 
the  nation,  the  Constitution,  the  Representatives  and  Senatora 
in  Congress  assembled,  the  President,  the  laws,  and  the  press. 
Having  dealt  their  blows  upon  these  till  the  game  is  stale,  they 
will  next  attack  the  church,  then  the  clergy,  then  the  Sabbath, 
then  the  Bible,  then  everything  divine  and  human  throughout 
the  world,  quarrelling  amongst  themselves  at  a  fearful  rate,  aad 
possibly  kicking  up  a  disgraceful  riot,  in  order  to  become  mar- 
tyrs to  their  false  patriotism,  false  pride,  and  sincere  folly. 

' '  Such  will  be  the  plan,  the  plot ;  the  scenes  can  as  yet  scarcely 
be  sketched.  The  house  will  be  an  overflowing  one ;  and  if,  in 
the  rush  for  places,  the  public  should  become  interested,  and  getv 
upon  the  stage,  and  turn  the  tables  bytalking  down  and  voting 
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down  the  actors,  it  woidd  be  a  case  of  real  free  discussion  —     Chap.  X, 
popular  opinion  rising  superior  to  local  prejudice,  and  produoing        ^^^ 
a  good  result  out  of  the  most  mischievous  elements." 

On  May  6,  the  Herald  singled  out  the  Liberator,  for  its    Nat.  a.  s. 
immediate  aholitionism  and  disunioniam,  and  enumerated      10:1981' 
the  speakers  announced  for  the  following  day:  ""Win.  H.    ^'*=d-77- 
Furness  of  Philadelphia,  white  man  —  from  Anglo-Saxon 
hlood;  Frederick  Douglass  of  Roehester,  black  man  — 
from  African  blood;  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  of  Boston, 
mulatto  man  —  mixed  race;  Wendell  Phillips  of  Boston, 
white  man  —  merely  from  blood."    Comparing  the  ap- 
proaching meeting  with  the  Nashville  Disunion  Conven-  Anis.p.aTg. 
tion,  Bennett  pronounced  the  former  to  be  much  the 
more  mischievous,  and  renewed  his  appeal  for  its  suppres- 
sion in  the  most  inflammatory  language. 

On  May  7,  he  singled  out  the  editor  of  the  Liberator,  Nat.  a.  s. 
saying  that,  since  the  World's  Convention,  Garrison  had  ^'"I'^l 
"  boldly  urged  the  utter  overthrow  of  the  churches,  the  Sab- 
bath, and  the  Bible.  Nothing  has  been  sacred  with  him  but  the 
ideal  intellect  of  the  negro  race.  To  elevate  this  chimera,  he 
has  urged  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  overthrow  of  the 
Government,  a  total  disrespect  for  the  Constitution,  actual 
disruption  and  annihilation  of  the  Union,  and  a  cessation  of  all 
order,  legal  or  divine,  which  does  not  square  with  his  narrow 
views  of  what  constitutes  human  Hberty.  Never,  in  the  time  of 
the  French  Eevolution  and  blasphemous  atheism,  was  there 
more  malevolence  and  unblushing  wickedness  avowed  than  by 
this  same  Garrison.  Indeed,  he  surpasses  Robespierre  and  his 
associates,  for  he  has  no  design  of  building  up.  His  only  ob- 
ject is  to  destroy.  ■  ,  .  In  Boston,  a  few  months  ago,  a  Anie, p.262. 
convention  was  held,  the  object  of  which  was  the  overthrow  of 
Sunday  worship.  Thus  it  appears  that  nothing  divine  or  seeu- 
ihese  fanatics." 


The  lesson  of  the  hour  was,  that  — 

"When  free  discussion  does  not  promote  the  public  good, 
it  has  no  more  right  to  e^ist  than  a  bad  government  that  is 
dangerous  and  oppressive  to  the  common  weal.  It  should  be 
overthrown.  On  the  question  of  usefulness  to  the  public  of  the 
packed,  organized  meetings  of  these  abohtionists,  sociahats. 
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Chap.  X.  Sabbath-breakers,  and  anarchists,  ttiere  can  be  but  one  result 
,^p  arrived  at  by  prudence  and  patriotism.  They  are  dangerous 
assemblies  —  calculated  for  mischief,  and  treasonable  in  their 
eharaeter  and  purposes.  Though  the  law  cannot  reach  them, 
pabhc  opinion  can ;  and  as,  in  England,  a  peaceful  disaent  from 
such  doctrines  as  these  fellows  would  promulgate  —  a  strong 
expression  of  dissent  from  them  —  would  be  conveyed  by  hisses 
and  by  counter  statements  and  expositions,  so  here  in  New 
York  we  may  anticipate  that  there  are  those  who  will  enter  the 
arena  of  discussion,  and  send  out  the  true  opinion  of  the  public. 
That  half-a-dozen  madmen  should  manufacture  opinion  for  the 
whole  community,  is  not  to  be  tolerated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
before  long,  we  shall  learn  what  pubUc  opinion  upon  the  Union 
truly  is — and  what  interest  all  the  masses  have  in  the  perpe- 
tuity of  the  Sabbath  and  our  mstitutions." 

Lii.  20:77.        This  pious  ruffianism  was  reinforced  by  the  editor  of 

Mayj.isso.  the  Globe  on  the  same  day.  "The  right  to  aesemble 
peaceably  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Government  is  no- 
where guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  .  .  .  No  public 
building,  no,  not  even  the  streets,  must  he  desecrated  by 
such  a  proposed  assemblage  of  traitors."  As  for  "  one  of 
the  heralded  orators  for  this  Anniversary,"  "  the  black 

Aaie.p.a%\.  Douglass,"  wbo,  at  the  Syracuse  Convention  in  January, 
had  invoked  immediate  disunion,  and  alleged  that  "Wash- 
ington, Jefferson,  and  Patrick  Henry  "  were  strangera  to 
any  just  idea  of  Liberty" — "This  was  uttered,  says  a 
contemporary,  and  'no  hand  was  raised  to  fell  the 
speaker  to  the  earth !'"    But,  added  the  Qlobe,  "if  this 

ii*.  20:77.  Douglass  shall  re-proclaim  his  Syracuse  treason  here, 
and  any  man  shall  arrest  him  in  his  diabolical  career, 
and  not  injure  him,  thousands  will  exclaim,  in  language 
of  patriotic  love  for  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of 
the  South,  'DID  HE  NOT  STRIKE  THE  VILLAIN 
DEAD?'" 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 
MS.  New  York,  May  7, 1850. 

Tuesday         I  arrived  here  safely  yesterday  afternoon  at  4  o'clock,  in 

^gf^L     company  with  Philhps,  Praneis  and  Edmund  Jackson,  Mr. 

c.F.Hovty.  May  and  his  mother,  Mr,  Hovey,  and  other  dear  anti-slavery 
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friends.  Tlierain,whichwaspoiirmgdo'wiisoeopioiislywhenwe     Chap.  x. 
left  Boston,  accompanied  us  nearly  aU  the  distance,  an  immense        ,Z|^ 
quantity  having  fallen  over  a  wide  tract  of  country.     .     .    , 

In  the  course  of  another  hour,  I  shall  be  on  my  way  to  our 
meeting  at  tlie  Tabernacle,  "  bound  in  the  spirit,"  as  Paul  said 
of  old,  "not  knowing  the  things  that  shall  befaU  me  there," 
saving  that  "bonds  and  afB.ietion.8  abide  with  me,  in  every 
city,"  though  "  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count 
I  my  life  dear  unto  me,"  in  comparison  with  the  sacred  cause 
to  which  T  have  so  long  been  consecrated.  That  our  meeting 
will  be  a  stormy  one,  I  have  very  little  doubt — perhaps  brutal 
and  riotous  in  tiie  extreme  \ — for  Bennett,  in  each  number  of  jas.  Gordon 
his  infamous  Serald,  for  a  week,  has  been  pnblishing  the  most 
atrocious  and  inflammatory  articles  respecting  us,  avowedly  to 
have  us  put  down  by  moboeratie  violence ;  and  it  will  be  strange 
indeed  if,  with  his  almost  omnipotent  influence  over  all  the 
moboeratjc  elements  in  this  city,  we  are  permitted  to  meet 
without  imminent  personal  peril.  Bennett  has  aimed  to  hold 
me  up  as  a  special  object  of  vengeance ;  and  thus  I  am  doomed 
to  go,  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  trial  and  danger.  It  is 
evident  that,  as  long  as  our  meetings  are  held,  he  is  determined 
to  set  the  mob  upon  us ;  with  what  temporary  success,  will  soon 
appear.  As  to  the  final  result  of  all  this,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  God  whom  we  serve  to  cause  the  wrath 
of  man  to  praise  him,  and  the  remainder  of  wrath  to  restrain. 

Here  I  must  pause.    We  are  all  in  the  hands  of  a  good 
Father,  for  time  and  eternity. 

2  o'clock  P.  M. 
WeU,  we  have  had  our  meeting,  and,  thus  far,  thank  God,  all 
goes  well,  even  triumphantly  with  us,  notwithstanding  the  des- 
perate efforts  of  the  New  York  papers  to  get  up  a  ferocious  mob 
against  us.  Not  that  we  have  not  had  a  very  tumultuous,  nay, 
even  stormy  time  ;  the  ocean  of  feeling  has  been  lashed  into  a 
fury,  but  the  proud  waves  were  stayed,  aud  a  song  of  deliver- 
ance is  in  our  mouths.  I  have  not  time,  of  course,  to  give  you 
the  partieulara.  The  Tabernacle  was  crowded  beyond  aU  prece- 
dent. Everything  proceeded,  for  a  time,  very  peaceably.  I 
read  a  portion  of  the  Scriptures  — prayer  was  offered  by  Henry 
Grew  —  and  I  proceeded  to  make  my  speech  about  the  religion 
of  the  country,  when,  at  last,  the  pent-up  feelings  of  themobo- 
orats  broke  out,  and,  with  the  notorious  Capt.  Eynders  at  their 
head,  they  came  rushing  on  to  the  platform,  yelling,  cheering, 
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swearing',  etc.,  etc.     But,  after  much  tumult  aad  many  inter- 
Sev.  W.H.   ruptions,  I  got  through  with  my  speech^ — then  Mr,  Fumesa 
P  ^^ghiss    ^^'J^  *  capital  speech — then  an  opponent  spoke  —  then  Doug- 
lass and  Sam'l  Ward  —  and  -we  wound  up  with  electrical  effect. 
W.  PhUlips.   Wendell  had  no  time  to  speak.    But  the  mail  will  close  instanter. 
No  part  of  this  for  the  press.     The  N.  Y.  papers  will  tell  (he 
story  to-morrow. 

The  Tabernacle  was  a  Congregational  pla«e  of  worship, 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  Broadway  and  Anthony  (now 
c.  G.  Pin-    Worth)   Street.     The   revivalist    Finney  had   formerly 
"^'        preached  there.    It  was  a  large  hall,  nearly  square,  on  the 
ground  floor,  with  a  gentle  descent  from  the  entrance. 
The  platform  faced  this  entrance,  with  tiers  of  seats 
risiog  rearward  to  the  organ,  and  then  merging  with 
those  of  the  gallery,  which  rested  on  four  great  pillars. 
Mayj.\i=fi,  Thither  went  Mr.  Garrison  on  Tuesday  morning,  to  take 
\qA.m.     j^jg  place  as  President  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society.    As  the  ahove  letter  shows,  he  was  fully  alive  to 
the  possibilities  of  the  occasion,  and  perfectly  tranquil  in 
mind.    He  could  well  trust  his   general  appearance  to 
belie  the  "KeraWs  caricature  of  him,  physically  and  spir- 
itually ;   but  as  he  was  to  be  the  central  figure  of  the 
meetings,  he  was  resolved  to  avoid  all  outward  singularity. 
For  this  reason  he  abandoned  for  good  the  turn-down 
collar  which  he  had  clung  to  through  all  the  changes  of 
fashion,^  and  put  on  the  stand-up  collar  of  the  day.     Sur- 
rounded on  the  platform  by  the  flower  of  the  Massachusetts 
Board  and  by  the  speakers  agreed  upon,  he  entered  calmly 
upon  his  duties  to  the  Society  and  to  the  vast  assembly 
about  him.     In  front,  he  saw  a  most  respectable  company 
of  men  and  women ;  behind  and  above  him  he  felt  the 
organized  and  impending  mob. 
Ante.p.^z-       The    passages  which    Mr,    Garrison's    "blasphemous 
LH.xo-.Bi,    atheism  "  prompted  him  to  read,  as  an  opening  exercise, 
^*        from  the  Bible  —  a  book,  he  said,  "  which  the  people  of 
this  country  profess  to  receive  as  the  word  of  God" — 
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were  chosen  for  their  bearing  on  the  Union  and  the    Chap.  ; 
Fugitive  Slave  BUI:  i^o. 

"  The  Lord  staudeth  up  to  plead,  and  standeth  to  judge  the  z,ii.  20 -.i 
people.  .  .  What  mean  ye  that  ye  beat  my  people  to  pieces, 
and  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor  ?  saith  the  Lord  God  of  hosts. 
.  .  .  Associate  yourselves,  0  ye  people,  and  ye  shall  he  broken 
in  pieces ;  gird  yourselves,  and  ye  shall  be  broken  in  pieces. 
.  .  .  They  all  lie  in  wait  for  hlood ;  they  hunt  every  man  his 
brother  with  a  net.  .  .  .  Hide  the  outcasts,  hewray  not  him 
that  wandereth ;  let  mine  outcasts  dwell  with  thee ;  be  thou  a 
covert  to  them  from  the  face  of  the  spoiler." 

To  Dr.  Fumess,  who  sat  beside  Mr.  Garrison,  these  s^v.  w. 
selections  (in  full,  not  in  our  abstract)  seemed  "most       """^ 
admirably  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  our  country.    Lib. so-.. 
His  reading,  however,  was  not  remarkably  effective. 
It  was  like  the  ordinary  reading  of  the  pulpit," — and 
hence,  let  us  add,  not  calculated  to  stir  the  wrath  of  the 
ungodly.^ 

The  reading  of  the  Treasurer's  report  followed,  and 
then  Mr.  Garrison,  resigning  the  chair  to  Francis  Jack- 
son, proceeded  to  make  the  first  speech  of  the  day.    He 
held  in  his  hand  the  text  or  notes  of  his  discourse,  which 
was  not  one  prepared  for  the  occasion,  but  had  been    Lih.ia-. 
delivered  in  various  parts  of  New  England  and  well 
received.    In  a  clear,  ringing  voice,  he  repeated  it  to  his    Nat.  a. 
hearers  in  the  Tabernacle,  fixing  the  attention  of  those      ^^-.x^ 
who  had  come  to  listen,  but  soaring  above  the  compre- 

1  Dr.  FumeBs's  eritioism  proceeded  from,  a  standard  of  pulpit  reading 
wMch  lie  himseli  has  exemplified  vritliout  n  peer.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  th.e  testimony  of  an  earnest  CoTenanter  (and  therefore  anti-slavery) 
clergyman  in  regard  to  Mr.  Garrison's  tabit ;  "He  opened  tie  meetings  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  by  reading  the  Scriptures;  and  he  read  them 
from  the  depths  of  hia  soul,  with  a  power  I  hare  yet  to  hear  equalled " 
('Life  and  Work  of  J.  B.  W,  Sloaue,  D.  D.,'p.  84).  We  quote  above  from 
(he  account  of  the  Eynderg  mob  written  by  Dr.  Fumeae  for  a  friend  of 
his  In  Congress,  but  allowed  to  be  pabliahed  anonymously  in  tlie  Pmais'^l- 
vama  JVeenian  of  May  23,  1850  iLOi.  20 :  8T|.  We  shall  also  have  occaaion 
(fl  use  another  account  from  the  same  hand,  printed  on  pp.  28-35  of  the 
pamphlet  comniemorating  the  flttieth  anniversary  of  hia  ordination  (Phil- 
adelphia, 18T5),  and  reprinted  in  the  BostoD  dmanonvieaXih  of  Jan.  21, 
1885. 
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:hap.  X.    henaion  of  the  degraded  creatures  watching'  lor  a  pretext 
1850.       tor  disturbance. 

i*.2o-8i.  "He  began,"  relates  Dr.  Pomess,!  " with  stating  that  they, 
the  members  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  regarded  the  anti- 
slavery  cause  as  emphatically  the  Christian  movement  of  the 
day.  Nothing  could  be  more  explicit  than  his  recognition  of 
the  tmth  and  divine  authority  of  the  Christianity  of  the  New 
Testament.  He  went  on  to  examine  the  popular  testa  of 
religion,  and  to  show  their  defectiveness.  In  so  doing,  his 
manner  was  grave  and  dignified.  There  was  do  bitterness, 
no  levity.  His  manner  of  speaking  was  simple,  clerical,  and 
Christian.  His  subject  was,  substantially,  that  we  have,  over 
and  over  again,  in  all  Vhe  pulpits  of  the  land  —  the  inconsis- 
tency of  our  profession  and  practice  —  although  not  with  the 
same  appUcation.  .  ,  .  Mr.  Garrison  said  great  importance 
was  attached  to  a  behef  in  Jesus,  We  were  told  that  we  must 
beheve  in  Jesus.  And  yet  this  faith  in  Jesua  had  no  vitality, 
no  practical  bearing  on  conduct  and  character.  He  had  pre- 
viously, however,  passed  in  rapid  review  the  chief  rehgious 
denominations,  showing  that  they  uttered  no  protest  against 
the  sins  of  the  nation.  He  spoke  first  in  this  connection  of  the 
Roman  Cathohc  Church,  stating  that  its  priests  and  members 
held  slaves  without  incurring  the  rebuke  of  the  Church." 

Up  to  this  point  the  only  symptoms  of  opposition  had 
been  some  ill-timed  and  senseless  applause  —  or  what 
seemed  such.    And  as  it  came  from  one  little  portion  of 
otA  Anni.    the  audience.  Dr.  Fumess  asked  Wendell  Phillips  at  his 
f^^"^"  side  what  it  meant.     " '  It  means,'  he  said,  '  that  there  is 
f-  =5-       to  be  a  row.' "    The  reference  to  the  Catholic  Church  gave 
the  first  opening  to  the  leader  of  the  gang. 
/.  V,  H^-        "  Captain  Ryndebs  (who  occupied  a  position  in  the  back- 
'iko^"!.^'    g"^'"i<i'  **  ^'^^  ^'^^  ^^  '^^  organ-loft,  and  commanding  a  bird's- 
30 :  77,       eye  view  of  the  whole  scene  beneath)  here  said :  "Will  you  allow 
me  to  ask  you  a  question  1     (Excitement  and  confusion.) 
"  Mr.  Garrison  —  Yes,  sir. 

"  Captain  Ryndees  —  The  question  I  would  ask  is,  whether 
there  are  no  other  churches  as  well  as  the  Cathohc  Church, 
whose  clergy  and  lay  members  hold  slaves. 

1  Compare  Mr.  Garrison's  own  aeoount,  bj  wiiy  of  correcting  the  mis- 
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"  Mr.  Qarrison  —  Will  the  friend  wait  for  a  moment,  and  I  will     Chap.  X. 
answer  him  in  reference  to  other  clmrelies,    (Cheers.)  ^  j.^^ 

*'  Captain  Bynders  then  resumed  his  seat. 

"  Mr.  Gaeeison  then  proceeded ;  Shall  we  look  to  the  Epis- 
copal church  foT  hope  1  It  was  the  boast  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  Ame.p.  275. 
shortly  before  his  death,  that  that  chorch  was  impregnable  to 
anti-slavery.  That  yaunt  was  founded  on  truth,  for  the  Epk- 
copal  clei^  and  laity  are  buyers  and  sellers  of  human  flesh. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  look  to  them.  Shall  we  look  to  the 
Presbyterian  church  ^  The  whole  weight  of  it  is  on  the  side  of 
oppression.  Ministers  and  people  buy  and  sell  slaves,  appar- 
ently without  any  eompunetious  visitings  of  conscience.  We 
cannot,  therefore,  look  to  them,  nor  to  the  Baptists,  nor  the 
Methodists;  for  they,  too,  are  against  the  slave,  and  all  the  sects 
are  combined  to  prevent  that  jubilee  which  it  is  the  wiUof  God 
should  come.    ... 

"  Be  not  startled  when  I  say  that  a  belief  in  Jesus  is  no  evi- 
dence of  goodness  (hisses) ;  no,  friends, 

"Voice  — Yes  it  is. 

"  Mr,  Gaeeison  ^  Our  friend  says  '  yes ' ;  my  position  is '  no,' 
It  is  worthless  as  a  test,  for  the  reason  I  have  already  assigned 
in  reference  to  the  other  tests.  His  praises  are  sung  in  Louisiana, 
Alabama,  and  the  other  Southern  States  just  as  well  as  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 

"  Captain  Byndees  —  Are  you  aware  that  the  slaves  in  the 
South  have  their  prayer-meetings  in  honor  of  Christ  ? 

"Mr.  Gaeeison  —  Not  a  slaveholding  or  a  slave -breeding 
Jesus,  (Sensation.)  The  slaves  beheve  Lu  a  Jesus  that 
strikes  off  chains.  In  this  (country,  Jesus  has  become  obso- 
lete. A  profession  in  him  is  no  longer  a  test.  Who  objects 
to  his  course  in  Judtea  1  The  old  Pharisees  are  extinct,  and 
may  safely  be  denounced.  Jesus  is  the  most  respectable  per- 
son in  the  United  States,  (Great  sensation,  and  murmurs  of 
disapprobation.)  Jesus  sits  in  the  President's  chair  of  the 
United  States.  (A  thrill  of  horror  here  seemed  to  run 
lirough  the  assembly.)  Zachary  Taylor  sits  there,  which  is 
the  same  thing,  for  he  believes  in  Jesus.     He  believes  in  war, 

l"Mr.  Garrison  expressed  no  surprise  at  the  interruption.  Theiewas 
DOt  the  slightest  change  in  his  manner  or  Ma  voice.  He  simply  said ;  '  My 
friend,  if  you  wUl  wait  a  moment,  your  question  shall  be  answered,'  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect.  There  instantly  arose  a  loud  clapping  around  the 
stranger  in  the  gallery,  and  from  the  outskirts  of  the  andienee,  at  different 
points"  (Rev.  W,  H,  Furness,  Lib.  20  :  81). 

Vol.  III.— 19 
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Chap.  X.     and  the  Jeaus  that  '  gave  the  Mexicans  hell.' : 
iSto         uproar,  and  confusion,)  " 

s.May.jT,,       The  name  of  Zaehary  Taylor  had  scarcely  passed  Mr. 
Conatum-     Gamsoii's  Ups  whcn  Captain  Bynders,  with  something 

^M^i^s.'  l^k^  *  howl,  forsaking  his  strategic  position  on  the  Ijorder- 
line  of  the  gallery  and  the  platform,  dashed  headlong 
down  towards  the  speaker's  desk,  followed,  with  shouting 
and  imprecations  and  a  terrifying  noise,  by  the  mass  of 
his  backers.  The  audience,  despite  a  natural  agitation, 
gave  way  to  lio  panic.  The  abolitionist  leaders  upon  the 
platform  remained  impertnrbable.     "I  was  not  aware," 

sort  Aimi-  writes  Dr.  Fumess,  "  of  being  under  any  apprehension  of 
Pastorale,  personal  violence.  "We  were  all  like  General  Jackson's 
^'  ^-  cotton-bales  at  New  Orleans.  Our  demeanor  made  it 
impossible  for  the  rioters  to  use  any  physical  force  against 
us."  The  scene  recalled  the  descent  of  the  Gauls  upon 
the  Boman  Senate.  The  barbarism  of  Eynders  was  con- 
fronted with  the  loftiest  morality,  the  greatest  pei^onai 
dignity,  of  the  time.  He  found  himself  in  the  midst  of 
Francis  and  Edmund  Jackson,  of  Wendell  Phillips,  of 
Edmund  Quincy,  of  Charles  F.  Hovey,  of  ■William  H. 
Furness,  of  Samuel  May,  Jr.,  of  Sydney  Howard  Gay, 
of  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  of  Henry  C.  Wright,  of  Abby  Kelley 
Foster,  of  Frederick  Douglass,  of  Mr,  Garrison  —  against 
whom  his  menaces  were  specially  directed.  Never  was  a 
human  being  more  out  of  his  element. 

N.y.Titna,  Isaiah  Rynders,  a  native  American,  of  mixed  German 
^^'  and  Irish  lineage,  was  now  some  forty-six  years  of  age. 
He  began  life  as  a  boatman  on  the  Hudson  River,  and, 
passing  easily  into  the  sporting  class,  went  to  seek  his 
fortunes  as  a  professional  gambler  in  the  paradise  of  the 
Southwest.  In  this  region  he  became  familiar  with  aU 
forms  of  violence,  including  the  institution  of  slavery. 
After  many  personal  hazards  and  vicissitudes,  he  returned 
to  New  York  city,  where  he  proved  to  be  admirably  quali- 
fied for  local  political  leadership  in  connection  with  Tam- 
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many  Hall.    A  sporticg-house  which  he  opened  became    Chap.  x. 
a  Democratic  rendezvous  and  the  headquarters  of  the        ig^ 
Empire  Club,  an  organization  of  roughs  and  desperadoes 
who  acknowledged  his  "  captaincy."    His  campaigning  in 
behalf  of  Polk  and  Dallas  in  1844  secured  him  the  friendly    lh.ib.ss- 
patronage  of  the  snecesaful  candidate  for  Vice-President,      Cec.  m. 
and  he  took  office  as  Weigher  in  the  Custom-house  of  the 
metropolis.     He  found  time,   while  thus  employed,  to 
engineer  the  Astor  Place  riot  on  behalf  of  the  actor  For-    Ediain  For- 
rest  against  his  English  rival  Macready,  on  May  10, 1849,    i.ib%\jg. 
and  the  year  1850  opened  with  his  trial  for  this  atroe-   ub.aa-.zi. 
ity  and  his  successful  defence  by  John  Van  Buren.    On 
February  16  he  and  his  Club  broke  up  an  anti-Wilmot   JVat.  a.  s. 
Proviso  meeting  in  New  York  —  a  seeming  inconsistency,      lo :  20. ' 
but  it  was  charged  against  Rynders  that  he  had  offered   Lib.  zo;  36. 
to  "  give  the  State  of  New  York  to  Clay  "  in  the  election 
of  1844  for  $30,000,  and  met  with  a  reluctant  refusal.    In 
March  he  was  arrested  for  a  brutal  assault  on  a  gentleman   Lib. ^-.^3. 
in  a  hotel,  but  the  victim  and  the  witnesses  found  it  pru- 
dent not  to  appear  against  a  ruffian  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  threaten  thedistrict-attomeyin  open  court.   Meanwhile, 
the  new  Whig  Administration  quite  justifiably  discharged 
Rynders  from  the  Custom-house,  leaving  him  free  to  pose 
as  a  saviour  of  the  Union  against  traitors  —  a  saviour 
of  society  against  blasphemers  and  infidels  wherever 
encountered.     There  was  a  manifest  disinterestedness, 
therefore,  in  his  vindication,  at  the  Tabernacle,  of  the 
President  who  had  thrown  him  back  upon  his  resources 
as  a  blackleg  and  bravo. 

We  left  him  pushing  his  way  to  the  front  of  the  plat- 
form, with  menace  in  his  stride,  his  uplifted  arm,  the 
bellow  of  his  voice.  This,  according  to  the  Herald,  was 
what  greeted  Mr.  Garrison's  ear : 

"Captain  Evkdees  (clenching  his  fist)  —  I  will  not  allow  N.Y.Htr- 
youto  assail  the  President  <A  the  United  States.  You  shan't  ^gj^.  Yib'. 
do  it  (shaking  his  flst  at  Mr.  Garrison).  «>  '•  n- 

"  Many  Voicds  —  Turn  him  out,  turn  him  out ! 

"  Capt^n  Rynders — If  a  million  of  you  were  there,  I  would 
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Chap.  X.     not  allow  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  be  insulted.  As 
j^g         long  as  you  confined  yourself  to  your  subject,  I  did  uot  inter- 
fere ;  but  I  will  not  permit  you  or  any  other  man  to  misrepre- 
sent the  President,"' 

Boston  Com.      Mr.  GarrisoQ,  as  the  Rev.  Samuel  May  testifies,  "  calmly 
"^'14,  '    replied  that  he  had  simply  quoted  some  recent  words  of 
^^^^'        General  Taylor,  and  appealed  to  the  audience  if  he  had  said 
aught  in  disrespect  of  him."     "  Ton  ought  not  to  inter- 
rupt us"  he  continued  to  Eynders — "in  the  quietest 
sotkAnni-    manner  conceivable,"  as  Dr.  Fumess  relates.     "We  go 
'""^^iSe^   upon  the  principle  of  hearing  everybody.    If  you  wish 
t-  3°'        to  speak,  I  will  keep  order,  and  you  shall  be  heard."    The 
Ibid.       din,  however,  increased.     "  The  Hutchinsons,  who  were 
wont  to  sing  at  the  anti-slavery  meetings,  were  in  the 
gallery,  and  they  attempted  to  raise  a  song,  to  soothe  the 
savages  with  music.    But  it  was  of  no  avail.    Rynders 
drowned  their  fine  voices  with  noise  and  shouting."    Still, 
a  knock-down  argument  with  a  live  combatant  would  have 
suited  him  better  than  mere  Bedlamitish  disturbance.   He 
Ibid. .pp.     was  almost  gratified  by  young  Thomas  L.  Kane,^  son  of 
John  k.     Judge  Eane  of  Philadelphia,  who,  seeing  the  rush  of  the 
™'"       mob  upon  the  platform,  had  himself  leaped  there,  to  pro-  ' 
tect  his  townsman,  Dr.  Furness.     "They  shall  not  touch 
a  hair  of  your  head,"  he  said  in  a  tone  of  great  excite- 
ment, and,  as  the  strain  became  more  intense,  "  he  rushed 
Cf.  Jour,  of  up  to  Rynders  and  shook  his  fist  in  his  face.    He  said  to 
'^"^7!'    me  [Dr.  Fumess]  with  the  deepest  emphasis:    'If  he 
'^lo-'zs'*'    ^'^^''i'^s  Mr.  G-arrison  111  Idll  him.'    But  Mr.  Garrison's 
composure  was  more  than  a  coat  of  mail." 

1  "The  distinetion  which  Mr.  Garriaon  made  between  true  reli^OQ  and 
false  waa  ao  apparent  to  every  hearer  through  the  whole  course  of  hia  re- 
marks ;  so  fully  and  rererently  did  he  recognize  and  imply,  throughout, 
the  divine  authority  of  the  Jesua  of  the  New  Testament,  that  no  one  present 
thought  of  charging  him  with  blasphemy  then,  although  his  remarks  have 
been  ao  reported  that  the  community  is  horrified  at  Mr.  Garriaon'a  infldel- 
iiy !  The  thing  which  Byndera  seised  upon  for  a  pretest  was  not  blasphemy, 
iiut  the  alleged  insult  to  the  President"  (Bev.  W.  H.  Fumess,  £^6.  20:81). 
€f.  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  lAh.  20  :  108. 

2  Afterwards  a  Federal  officer  in  the  eiTil  war.    He  was  a  brother  of  the 
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The  kuot  was  cut  by  Francis  Jackson's  formal  offer  of    chap.  x. 
the  floor  to  Rynders  as  soon  as  Mr.  Gfarrison  had  finished       ^s^^. 
his  remarks ;  with  an  invitation  meanwhile  to  take  a  seat 
on  the  platform.     "  This,"  says  Mr.  May,  "  he  seoutingly  nev.s.May, 
refused;  but,  seeing  the  manifest  fairness  of  the  presi-    ^^esim. 
dent's  offer,  drew  back  a  little,  and  stood,  with  folded 
arms,  waiting  for  Mr.  Garrison  to  conclude,  which  soon 
he  did  " —  offering  a  resolution  in  these  terms : 


Feb.  14, 


id,  That  the  anti-alaTery  movement,  instead  of  being  Lib.  a 
'  infidel,'  in  an  evil  sense  (as  is  falsely  alleged),  is  truly  Christian, 
in  the  primitive  meaning  of  that  term,  and  the  special  embodi- 
ment in  this  country  of  whatever  is  loyal  to  God  and  benevolent 
to  man ;  and  that,  in  view  of  the  palpable  enormity  of  slavery 
—  of  the  religions  and  political  professions  of  the  people— of 
the  age  in  which  we  Hve,  blazing  with  the  concentrated  hght 
of  many  centuries  ^iudiSerence  or  hostility  to  this  movement 
indicates  a  state  of  mind  more  culpable  than  was  manifested  by 
the  Jewish  nation  in  rejecting  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago." 

"With  these  words  the  speaker  retired,  to  resume  the 
presidency  of  the  meeting. 

"  The  close  of  Mr,  Garrison's  address,"  says  Dr.  Fumess,  Lib.  si 
"  broaght  down  Bynders  again,  who  vociferated  and  harangued, 
at  one  time  on  the  platform,  and  then  pushing  down  into  tbe 
aisles,  hke  a  madman  followed  by  his  keepers.  Tin;ough  the 
whole,  nothing  could  be  more  patient  and  serene  than  the  bear- 
ing of  Mr.  Garrison.  I  have  always  revered  Mr.  Garrison  for 
his  devoted,  uncompromising  fldehty  to  his  great  cause.  To- 
day, I  was  touched  to  the  heart  by  his  calm  and  gentle  manners. 
There  was  no  agitation,  no  scorn,  no  heat,  but  the  quietness  of 
a  man  engaged  in  simple  duties." 

After  some  parleying,  it  appeared  that  Rynders  had  a 
spokesman  who  preferred  to  follow  Dr.  Furness. 

"Accordingly," says  the  latter,  "I  spoko  ray  httle,  anxiously    50(4^ 
prepared  word.    I  never  recaU  tiiat  hour  without  blessii^  my-    "^•^ 
self  that  I  was  called  to  speak  precisely  at  that  moment.    At       /. ; 
any  other  stage  of  the  proceedings,  it  would  have  been  wretch- 
edly out  of  place.    As  it  was,  my  speech  fitted  in  almost  as  well 
as  if  it  had  been  impromptu,  although  a  sharp  eye  might  easily 
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Chap.  X.     have  discovered  that  I  was  speaking  memoriier.    Bynders  inter- 
^Zq         rupted  me  again  and  again,  exclaiming  that  I  lied,  that  I  'was 
personal ;  but  he  ended  with  applauding  me ! " 

No  greater  contrast  to  what  was  to  follow  could  possibly 
be  imagined  than  the  genial  manner,  firm  tones,  and  self- 
possession,  the  refined  discourse,  of  this  Unitarian  clergy- 
Nat.  A.  s.    man,  who  was  felt  to  have  turned  the  current  of  the 
io"i99.'     meeting.     Up  rose,  as  per  agreement,  one  "Professor" 
Grant,  a  seedy-looking  personage,  having  one  hand  tied 
soti  Aani-    Tound  with  a  dirty  cotton  cloth.    Mr.  Garrison  recognized 
^T^viet   ^^"^  ^s  ^  former  pressman  in  the  Liberator  office.     His 
?■  3'-       thesis  was  that  the  blacks  were  not  men,  but  belonged  to 
the  monkey  tribe.     His  speech  proved  dull  and  tiresome, 
Hid.:  Nat.  and  was  made  sport  of  by  his  own  set,  whom  Mr.  Garri- 
ani.  io :  199'  SOU  had  to  caJl  to  order.     There  were  now  loud  cries  for 
Frederick  Douglass,  who  eame  forward  to  where  Rynders 
NaLA.s.    stood  in  the  conspicuous  position  he  had  taken  "when 
10 :  199. '    ^6  thought  the  meeting  was  his,  and  remained  in  it,  too 
mortified  even  to  creep  away,  when  he  found  it  was  some- 
Nat.  A.  s.    body  else's."     "  Now  yon  can  speak,"  said  he  to  Douglass; 
iox^-!%.   "  hut  mind  what  I  say :  if  you  speak  disrespectfully  [of 
Ma%'7&    *^^  South,  or  Washington,  or  Patrick  Henry]  I'll  knock 
you  off  the  stage."     Nothing  daunted,  the  ex-fugitive 
from  greater  terrors  began : 

Fumnsi  "Thegentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has  undertaken  to  prove 

^^^"f'a  that  the  blacks  are  not  human  beings.    He  has  examined  our 

Poitarate,  whole  Conformation,  from  top  to  toe.    I  cannot  follow  him  in 

^'  ^^'  his  ai^^ument.    I  will  assist  him  in  it,  however.     I  ofEer  myaeK 

Cf.  ante,  for  your  examination.    Am  I  a  man  t " 

jt.19. 

The  audience  responded  with  a  thunderous  affirmative, 
which  Captain  Rynders  sought  to  break  by  exclaiming : 
"  You  are  not  a  black  man ;  you  are  only  half  a  ni^er." 
A.s.  "'Then,'  replied  Mr.  Douglass,  turning  upon  him  with 
the  blandest  of  smiles  and  an  almost  affectionate  obeisance, 
'  I  am  half-brother  to  Captain  Rynders  I ' "  He  would  not 
deny  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  slaveholder,  bom  of  South- 
em   "  amalgamation  " ;   a  fugitive,  too,  like  Kossuth  — 


standard. 
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"  another  half-brother  of  mine  "  (to  Rynders).     He  spoke    Chap.  x. 
of  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  industrious  colored        ib^. 
people  at  the  North,  as  he  had  himself  experienced  —  this 
by  way  of  answer  to  Horace  Greeley,  who  had  recently 
complained  of  their  inefficiency  and  dependence.     Criti- 
cism of  the  editor  of  the  Tribuneheiag  grateful  to  Rynders, 
a  political  adversary,  "  he  added  a  word  to  Douglass's   50^^  ^nni- 
against  Greeley.     '  I  am  happy,'  said  Douglass,  '  to  have  ^'p^omt. 
(h&  assent  of  my  half-brother  here,'  pointing  to  Bynders,       ''•  ^• 
and  convulsing  the  audience  with  laughter.    After  this, 
Rynders,  finding  how  he  was  played  with,  took  care  to 
hold  his  peace ;  but  some  one  of  Kynders's  company  in  the 
gallery  undertook  to  interrupt  the  speaker.     '  It 's  of  no 
use,'  said  Mr,  Douglass,  'I  've  Captain  Mpnders  here  to  back 
me.' "    We  were  born  here,  he  said  finally,  we  are  not 
dying  out,  and  we  mean  to  stay  here.   We  made  the  clothes 
you  have  on,  the  sugar  you  put  into  your  tea.    We  would 
do  more  if  allowed.     "  Yes,"  said  a  voice  in  the  crowd, 
"  you  would  cut  our  throats  for  us,"   "  No,"  was  the  quick    Nai.  a.  s. 
response,  "  but  we  would  cut  your  hair  for  you."  i'^^' 

Douglass  concluded  his  triumphant  remarks  by  calling 
upon  the  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Ward,  editor  of  the  Impartial 
Citizen,  to  succeed  him.     "  AH  eyes,"  says  Dr.  Furness,    s^h  A7mi- 
"  were  instantly  turned  to  the  back  of  the  platform,  or  ^p^i^X^ 
stage  rather,  so  dramatic  was  the  scene ;  and  there,  amidst       ''■  33* 
a  group,  stood  a  large  man,  so  black  that,  as  Wendell 
Phillips  said,  when  he  shut  his  eyes  you  could  not  see 
him.     .     .     .    As   he    approached,   Rynders  exclaimed: 
'  Well,  this  is  the  original  nigger ! '    '  I  've  heard  of  the 
maguanimity  of  Captain  Rynders,'  said  Ward,  '  but  the 
half  has  not  been  told  me ! '    And  then  he  went  on  with 
a  noble  voice,  and  his  speech  was  such  a  strain  of  elo- 
quence as  I  never  heard  excelled  before  or  since."    The 
mob  had  to  appland  hiro,  too,  and  it  is  the  highest  praise  to    Nai.  a.  s. 
record  that  his  unpremeditated  utterance  maintained  the      10:199.' 
level  of  Douglass's,  and  ended  the  meeting  with  a  sense  of 
climax — demonstrating  alike  the  humanity  and  the  capac- 
ity (Bennett's  "  ideal  intellect ")  of  the  full-blooded  negro.  Ante, p.  283. 
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"  When  he  ceased  apeaMng,  the  time  had  expired  for  which 
the  Tabernacle  was  engaged,  and  we  had  to  adjourn.  Never," 
continues  Dr.  Furness,  "was  there  a  grander  triumph  of  intelli- 
gence, of  mind,  over  brute  force.  Two  colored  men,  whose 
cladm  to  be  considered  human  was  denied,  had,  by  mere  force 
of  intellect,  overwhelmed  their  maligners  with  confasion.  As 
the  audience  was  thinning  out,  I  went  down  on  the  floor  to  see 
some  friends  there.  Rynders  came  by,  I  could  not  help  say- 
ing to  him :  '  How  shall  we  thank  you  for  what  you  have  done 
for  us  to-day  ^ '  '  Well,'  said  he,  '  I  do  not  hke  to  hear  my 
country  abused,  but  that  last  thing  that  you  said,  that 's  the 
truth.'  That  last  thing  was,  I  believe,  a  simple  assertion  of 
the  right  of  the  people  to  think  and  speak  freely." 

The  magnitude  of  the  victory  won  by  the  abolitionists 

can  be  understood  only  in  view  of  the  absolute  non-in- 

terferenee  of  the  city  anthorities  on  behalf  of  free  speech 

and  personal  and  civic  rights.     Both  Isaac  T,  Hopper 

Lib.  K):B6;  and  Sydney  H.  Gay  had  called  upon  the  Chief  of  Police 

standard.'    (George  "W.  Matsell)  in  advance  of  the  meeting,  to  ask 

io:2o=,      Jqj.  pj-otection  against  the  disturbance  which  he  as  well 

as  they  knew  to  be  inevitable,  albeit  he  professed  the 

standard.    Contrary.    Not  a  policeman  was  visible  at  the  Tabernacle, 

Lib,'^^.  though  a  captain  was  present,  to  whom,  when  the  rush 

on  to  the  platform  occurred,  Mr.  Gay  appealed ;  but  he 

refused  to  interpose  so  long  as  the  mob  abstained  from 

bodily  injury.     It  was,  he  said  in  Eynders's  hearing,  a 

"free  meeting";  and  Mr.  Gay  had  only  menaces  for  his 

pains,    Mr.  Garrison  reports  that  — 

Lib.  ao:      "  towards  the  close  of  the  meeting,  after  two  hours  of  violent 

^''        interruption  and  great  confusion,  and  during  the  speech  of 

Mr,  Douglass,  when  that  gifted  man  had  effectually  put  to 

shame  his  assailants  by  his  wit  and  eloquence,  Mr.  Matsell 

Standard,     did  say  to  me,  in  a  whisper,  that  he  would  remove  Bynders 

10 ,  202,       whenever  I  demanded  it,  in  case  he  proceeded  to  commit  any 

fuither  violence.    My  reply  was,  that  I  hoped  we  should  be  able 

to  conclude  the  proceedings  without  rendering  such  a  step 

necessary.    But  I  regarded  the  ofEer  of  assistance  under  such 

circumstances  as  little  better  than  a  mockery,  and  made  only 

to  save  appearances. 
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"  Happily,  the  members  of  the  American  A,  S,  S 
deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  peace  as  well  as  of  liberty,  and 
believe  in  overcoming  evil  with  good;  for,  abandoned  as  they 
were  to  the  insults  and  outrages  of  the  mob  by  the  city  author- 
ities, had  they  resorted  to  violence  in  self-defence,  the  most 
deplorable  oonseciueaces  might  have  followed. 

"  That  I  uttered  the  calm  conviction,  that  an  assault  so  brutal 
and  unjustifiable  would  aid,  instead  of  injuring,  the  sacred  cause 
of  emancipation  [isl  true ;  but,  of  coarse,  not  with  any  gratifl- 
cation  at  such  an  outrage,  in  itseU  considered.  I  am  fidly 
persuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  scriptural  declaration,  that  the 
God  of  justice  will '  cause  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him,  and 
the  remainder  of  wrath  he  will  restrain.' " 

So  far  from  curbing  or  preventing  the  mob,  the  Alder-  mt.A,  s. 
men  even  passed  resolves  condemning  the  irreligious  and  lo ;  203. ' 
blasphemous  meetings  of  the  abolitionists,  and  request- 
ing Mayor  "WoodhuU  to  break  them  up ;  but  these  were  c.  s.  Wood- 
subsequently  recalled.    It  was  from  the  Mayor  that  the  "''' 
Chief  of    Pohce    received  his  instructions    to    pay  no  us.aa: 
attention  to  anything  short  of  actual  assault  and  bat-  '™' 
tery.     Hence  his  captains  and  their  hundreds  looked  on  Nm.  a.  s. 
passively  at  the  scenes  in  the  hall  of  the  Society  Library  10 :  202. ' 
in  the  evening  of  May  7,  when  some  two  dozen  rioters 
drowned  with  jocose  and  abusive  interlocutions,  with  ii*.  ao; 
hisses,  oaths,  catcalls,  and  a  general  charivari,  the  at- 
tempted  speeches  of  Parker  Pillsbury,  Stephen  S,  Poster, 
and  Mrs.  Ernestine  L,  Rose. 

Wednesday's  sessions  opened  in  the  morning  at  the  May'A.iz^o. 

same  place.    According  to  the  TrUmnt^s  report  of  the  ^  way. 


"Mr.  Garrison  wished  to  say,  once  for  all,  that  &ough  this 
was  a  meeting  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  yet  the  doors  were 
wide  open  to  those  who  dissented ;  they  were  invited  here  in 
good  faith,  and  should  have,  if  they  desired  it,  a  full  and  fair 
hearing.  They  who  are  unwilling  to  accept  an  ofier  so  gener- 
ous, must  certainly  be  conscious  that  they  have  no  argument 
to  bring  against  us,  and  in  actions  of  noisy  violence  they  do 
injury  to  the  good  name  of  Freedom.  If  any  one  wishes  to 
address  the  meeting,  either  for  or  against  the  resolutions,  this 
platform  is  at  his  or  her  service." 
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Chap.  X.        But  Bynders,  taught  by  experience,  avoided  a  second 

i8^.       humiliation  as  a  debater,  and  ushered  iu  a  fresh  series  of 

brutish  demonstrations.      Mr,   Garrison's  magnanimity 

it3. 20:106.   proved  even  a  municipal  safe-conduct  for  the  captain  of 

the  Empire  Clnb.    For  when  Isaac  T.  Hopper  reported 

him  to  the  Mayor  as  again  breaking  up  the  meeting,  that 

Lii.zo:B6,    Official  protested  —  "But  I  understand  that  Capt.Rynders 

was  invited  to  the  meeting,  and  that  blasphemy  has  been 

uttered  by  your  speakers";  and  denied  all  authority  to 

interfere  unless  violence  was  committed.    And  so,  at  the 

Lih.ia:    .  hall,  Mr.  Garrison  having  asked,  by  request,  if  the  Chief 

'  ^''      of  Police  was  present  — 

Lib.ia:  " Eynders  responded  derisively,  'Oh  dont!  don't !  You'll 
t79l-  frighten  ua  all  to  death!'— the  sovereign  mob  Mspouding  with 
shouts  of  laughter !  There  were  present  some  thirty  or  forty  of 
the  police,  besides  Mr.  Matsell  and  the  high  sheriff ;  and  then  it 
was,  in  the  presence  of  these  sworn  conservators  of  the  peace  of 
the  city,  and  with  their  approbation,  I  announced,  under  protest, 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  building  felt  compeiled  to  refuse  us 
the  further  occupancy  of  it,  for  fear  of  the  rioters,  espeoialiy 
on  account  of  the  jnjmiuent  peril  in  which  the  Public  Library 
was  placed."  1 

The  victims  at  this  last  session  were  the  Eev.  Henry 
Grew,  Charles  G,  Burleigh,  and  WendeR  Phillips.  Mr. 
Burleigh's  flowing  beard  and  ringlets  and  eccentric  cos- 
tume especially  evoked  the  buffoonery  of  the  mob,  and 

Lib.ia:  harmless  personal  indignities.  "Shave  that  tall  Christ 
and  make  a  wig  for  Garrison,"  cried  one ;  while  Rynders, 

Lii.so:     with  arm   around   his    neck,   stroked    his   beard.    Mr. 

^}'a^,^    Phillips's  irreproachable  appearance  and  famed  eloquence 

Standard,  ^j^  m,^  g^ve  him,  either,  from  failure  to  obtain  a  hearing, 
or  from  filthy  verbal  missiles.  At  every  turn  he  was 
interrupted  and  overborne.  Mention  of  Washington 
brought  out  a  call  for  three  cheers  for  the  Father  of  his 

Lii.  20 :  Country,  vehemently  given.  "  Yes,"  echoed  Mr.  Garrison 
f^^^'        from   the  chair;    "three  cheers  for  Washington,   who 


J  by  Google 


Mr.  K.]  THE   RTNDEES  MOB. 

emancipated  his  slaves  and  died  an  abolitionist ! "  —  and    ( 
this  time  the  genuine  meeting  shonted  with  a  will,  while 
the  rioters,  fairly  caught,  bore  it  with  a  laugh. 

At  length  the  time  came  for  them  to  take  formal  control 
of  the  meeting  which  their  guerilla  warfare  had  utterly 
deranged.  Brushing  aside  the  offer  of  "  Professor " 
Grant  to  resume  his  ethnological  disquisition,  they  put 
forth  an  ex-policeman  of  the  Eighth  Ward,  who  had  lately 
been  broken  "  for  being  found  drunk  in  a  house  of  ill- 
fame."  This  exponent  of  the  Christianity  and  Unionism 
of  the  hour  proposed  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  does  not  see  suffleient  reasons 
for  interfering  with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South,  even 
if  it  were  constitutional  —  which  it  is  not  —  and  therefore  wUl 
not  eountenanee  fanatical  a^tation  whose  aims  and  ends  are 
the  overthrow  of  the  churches,  a  reign  of  anarchy,  a  division  of 
interests,  the  supremacy  of  a  hypocritical  atheism,  a  general 
amalgamation,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  For  these 
reasons,  this  meeting  recommends  to  these  humanity-mongers 
the  confining  of  its  [sic]  investigations  to  the  progress  of  degra- 
dation among  the  negroes  of  the  North,  and  the  increasing 
inequality  and  poverty  of  the  free  whites  and  blacks  of  New 
York  and  similar  places,  instead  of  scurrility,  blasphemy,  and 
vituperation." 

Captain  Rynders  having  put  this  resolution,  and  his 
obscene  creatures  having  carried  it  by  acclamation,  and 
Mr.  Garrison  having  announced  tb  e  decision  of  the  trustees 
to  permit  no  further  sessions,  "  thus  closed,"  to  use  the 
Tribunes  words,  "  anti-slavery  free  discussion  in  New 
York  for  1850."  And  not  alone  for  1850,  as  the  sequel 
will  show ;  nor  anti-slavery  free  discussion  alone.  Every- 
where it  was  felt  throughout  the  North,  even  by  enemies  Nat.  a.  s. 
of  the  abolitionists,  that  no  speech  eouid  be  free  under  io:aoi.' 
such  a  license  to  the  mob. 

"  What  are  the  consequences  !  "  asked,  for  example,  the      A^ay  14, 
Philadelphia    Ledger.     "Why,  that  no    public  meetings  can    ^^^l^'^ 
be  held  but  by  the  permission  of  a  mob ;  and  the  very  men 
who  put  down  an  abolition  meeting  one  day,  may  themselves 
be  put  down  to-morrow.    .     ■     ■    It  was  not,"  continued  the 
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Ledger,  "  an  offence  against  the  abolitionists  that  the  mob  com- 
mitted when  they  hroke  up  Garrison's  meeting,  bat  an  offence 
against  the  Constitution,  against  the  Union,  against  the  people, 
against  popular  rights  and  the  great  cause  of  human  freedom. 
As  such,  every  republican  must  denounce  it." 

So  did  the  Quaker  poet  of 


Jolin  G.  Whittier  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 


tY,  13th  5th  mo.,  1850. 

^[7^  Dear  Friend  Garrison  :  I  have  just  laid  down  a  New  York 

paper  giving  the  disgraceful  details  of  the  outrage  upon  Free 
Speech  at  your  late  meeting  in  New  York ;  and  I  cannot  resist 
the  inclination  to  drop  a  line  to  thee,  expressive  of  my  hearty 
sympathy  with  thee  in  this  matter.  We  have  not  always  thought 
alike  in  respect  to  the  best  means  of  promoting  the  anti-slavery 
cause,  and  perhaps  we  differ  quite  as  widely  now  as  ever ;  but 
when  the  right  to  advocate  emancipation  in  any  shape  is  called 
in  question,  it  is  no  time  to  spht  hairs,  or  to  be  fastidious  in 
our  esclusiveness.  Wendell  Phillips,  Frederick  Douglass,  and 
thyself  were  assailed,  not  because  of  any  peculiarities  o£  opinion 
which  you  may  entertain  on  other  subjects,  but  because  you 
were  abolitioniste  and  practical  believers  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  So  understanding  it,  I  thank 
you  for  your  perseverance  and  firmness  in  vindicating  rights 
dear  to  us  all. 

The  great  battle  for  free  speech  and  free  assembling  is  to  be 
foaght  over.  The  signal  has  been  given  at  Washington,  and 
commercial  cupidity  at  the  North  is  once  more  marshalling  its 
mobs  against  us.    The  scandalous  treachery  of  Webster,  and 

'ntt.p.  278.  the  hacking  he  has  received  from  Andover  and  Harvard,  show 
that  we  have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  the  great  political  par- 
ties and  religious  sects.  Let  us  be  prepared  [for]  the  worst, 
and  may  God  give  us  strength,  wisdom,  and  abihty  to  with- 
stand it. 

With  esteem  and  sympathy, 

I  am  very  truly  thy  friend, 

John  G.  Whittier. 


t  would  fain  have  aped  New  York  in  dealing 
with  the  New  England  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  which 
opened  at  the  Melodeon  on  May  28,  and  closed  in  Faneuil 
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Hall  on  May  30.    The  New  York  Rerald's  namesake — as 
vile  as  Bennett's  paper,  but  feebler  —  did  what  it  could    Ui.  so  ■,  96. 
to  harass  and  abort  the  meeting,  but  in  vain.    The  disor- 
derly were  now  recruited  not  so  much  from  the  Democracy 
as  from  the  ranks  of  the  Webster  Wbigs  —  socially  a  dis-    z;*.  20:53, 
tinetion  with  some  difference.    In  spite  of  them  Burleigh    m.  20:89, 
had  his  say  in  splendid  fashion ;  so  had  Ph  illips,  Garrison,         ^' 
and  their  colleagues  suppressed  in  New  York  —  Theodore 
Parker,  William  H,  Channing,  and  many  others.     The 
hostile  press  surpassed  itself  in  the  scurrility  of  its  reports    lh.  w  -.  91, 
of  the  proceedings ;  but,  for  the  moment,  free  speech  was         **" 
vindicated  in  the  Puritan  city,  and  a  new  anti-slavery 
campaign  of  one  hundred  conventions  initiated.  Zi*.  20:91. 

In  the  midst  of  the  compromise  debates  in  Congress  and 
the  growing  excitement  at  the  North,  President  Taylor 
died,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850.  zi*.2o:iii. 

"  A3  Capt.  Eyndera  thought  it  so  intolerable  and  blaspbemous  MS.  July 
to  say  anything  against  President  Taylor,"  wrote  Samuel  May,  ^''  ^  ^°" 
Jr.,  to  Mr.  Garrison,  "  I  wonder  what  he  thinks  of  God,  for  what 
he  has  done  to  the  President ;  for  so  pfows  a  man  as  Rynders  of 
course  must  think  it  to  be  God's  doing.  I  really  have  felt  sorry 
to  hear  of  the  old  man's  death.  Spite  of  bis  past  career,  I  find 
that  I  have  a  sort  of  regard  for  him  ;  his  course,  the  last  year, 
certainly  contrasts  honorably  with  that  of  Clay  and  "Webster. 
Small  praise  that,  to  be  sure.  A  new  source  of  confusion  seems 
to  be  thrown  into  the  national  politics ;  not  to  be  regretted,  if  it 
hastens  the  crisis,  and  lets  us  know  what  is  before  us." 

So  far  as  his  short  administration  went.  President  Tay- 
lor had  exhibited  remarkable  iudependence  of  the  section 
and  the  caste  to  which  he  belonged.  There  was  some- 
thing Lincolniau  in  his  character  —  equal  simplicity, 
sturdiness,  and  honesty  —  an  equal  resolution  to  be  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  whole  country,  with  at  least  equal 
independence  of  party.  His  course  justified  Stephen  A. 
Douglas's  warning  that  his  election  boded  no  good  to  the  Ame.p.z^z. 
Slave  Power's  schemes  of  expansion,  for  which,  neverthe- 
less, as  a  soldier,  he  had  fought  the  war  with  Mexico.  His 
attitude  towards  the  grasping  designs  of  Texas  on  New  zS.^so:^*! 
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Zi*.  19:14,    Mexico,  and   repression  of  the  Southern   filibustering 

^.'miiisl  against  Caba;   his  recommendation  that   California  be 

admitted  a  free  State  without  conditions  —  dismayed  the 

Southern  extremists,  and  caused  the  anti-slavery  North  to 

regard  his  death  as  a  calamity. 

It  is  incredible,  however,  that  Taylor  would  not  have 
signed  the  Fngitive  Slave  Bill.    All  we  can  say  is,  that  he 
was  fated  not  to  have  the  opportunity,  and  that  Douglas's 
prophecy  again  came  true  in  the  case  of  his  successor, 
Ante.p.xsZ.  when  the  North  (nominally)  got  the  man,  and  the  South 
got  the  measure.     Quite  otherwise  was  it  with  Robert  C. 
Winthrop's  prevision  when,  in  1848,  on  giving  his  adhesion 
Lii,  IB :  105.  to  Taylor's  nomination,  he  said :  "  And  if  any  accident 
should  befall  him  (which  Heaven  avert !),  your  own  MiUard 
Fillmore  will  carry  out  such  an  administration  to  its  legit- 
imate completion."    This  New  York  doughface,  having 
Lii.  20:  Jig.  called  Webster  to  the  Secretajyship  of  State,  gave,  "  with 
Sepi.  i3,     alacrity  "  and  without  scruple,  his  assent  to  the  Fugitive 
'  ^°'       Slave  Bill,  which  else  might  have  failed  to  become  a  law.^ 
The  slave-catchers,  already  at  work  in  anticipation  of  its 
enactment,  now  more  boldly  renewed  their  hunting  of  men 
in  all  parts  of  the  North.     The  terror-stricken  colored 
communities  along  the  border  —  the  free  sharing  the  fears 
of  the  self -emancipated,  and  liable  to  the  same  fate  — 
Lih.sa:      began  a  great  northward  movement,  towards  New  Eng- 
166,'  176.  '  land,  towards  Canada.    Here  and  there  they  were  enoour- 
Lii.ao-.isg,   aged  to  remain  firm,  they  armed  themselves,  they  were 
Iji.m-'i66:   given  arms ;    but  even   from   Boston  the  exodus  was 
Cte'lam-   ^^rS^sd.     Senator   Sumner   estimated  that,   altogether, 
rur;  LU.     "  as  many  as  6,000  Christian  men  and  women,  merito- 
rious persons  —  a  larger  band  than  that  of  the  escaping 
Puritans  —  precipitately  fled  from  homes   which  they 
had  established,"  to  British  soiL^ 

1  It  had  less  than  a  two-thirds  majoritjiu  the  HoaBe  — 109  to  Tof'tifi.  20: 
15I|. 

3  In  PebrnBiyT  1851,  it  waa  reports  tliat  "  One  hundred  members  of  the 
Baptist  Colored  Church  in  Buffalo  have  gone  to  Canada-  A  large  number 
of  the  Methodist  Cbureh,  in  the  same  place,  have  also  left  for  a  land  of 
freedom.    Out  of  one  hundred  and  foorteen  members  of  the  Baptist  Col- 
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On  the  other  hand,  in  the  prineipal  cities,  vigilance  £«.  20:167. 
committees  were  formed   to  give  timely  notice  of  the 
coming   of    kidnappers   and   to   thwart  their  purpose. 
Prominent  clergymen   and  laymen  publiely  announced  £;*.3o:i59, 
their  readiness,  in   contempt  of  the  law,  to  shelter  the  ^^^ffj^^' 
fugitive,      Henry  Ward   Beeeher    in    the  Independent,  Lib  ao:i(a, 
Theodore  Parker  from  the  pulpit,  invited  the  penalty        ^^' 
of  obedience  to  the  higher  law  of  humanity.    Whittier 
proclaimed  himself  a  ''Nullifier"  to  that  extent.     The  m.  20.173. 
venerable  Josiah  Quincy,  shaming  his  successor  in  the  Aaie./'.sys. 
presidency  of  Harvard  College,  headed  a  call  for  a  meet-  ud.  ao:  166. 
ing  in  Paneuil  Hall  on  October  14,  1850,  to  consider  the 
condition  of  fugitive  slaves  and  other  colored  persons 
under  the  new  law.     In  a  letter  read  in  his  absence,  he 
impugned  the  constitutionality  both  of  the  law  of  1850 
and  of  that  of  1793  which  it  amended,  alleging  that 
Massachusetts  accepted  the  compromise  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution  concerning  runaways  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  claim  "  should  be  enforced  in  conform- 
ity to  and  in  coincidence  with  the  known  and  established 
principles"  of  her  own  Constitution.     Charles  Francis 
Adams,  who  presided,  and  Richard  H.  Dana,  Jr.,  who 
offered  the  resolutions,  called  for  the  instant  repeal,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  of  a  measure  both  unconsti- 
tutional and  repugnant  to  the  moral  sense,  and  promised 
to  help  defend  the  colored  people,  whom  they  advised  to 
remain.     Ten  days  before,  at  Belkuap-Street  Church,  this  oa.  4, 1B50. 
class  of  citizens  had  resolved  to  arm,  and  to  resist  the 
kidnapper  to  the  death.     Mr.  Garrison,  while  admonish-  LH.zo-.i&t. 
ing  them  that  fugitives  "would  be  more  indebted  to  the 
moral  power  of  public  sentiment  than  to  any  display  of 
physical  resistance,"  yet  bade  them  be  "  consistent  with 
their  own  principles."    And  since  they  had  invoked  the 
religious  sentiment  in  their  behalf,  he  drew  up  for  them 
an  address  to  the  clergy  of  Massachusetts.  Z;a.  20:162, 

t77- 
ored  Chnrch  in  Rochester,  one  tundred  and  twelve,  iodnding  tie  pastor, 
have  crossed  the  line.    The  Colored  Baptist  Chiircli  In  Detroit  has  lost 
eighty'fonr  of  its  members  from  the  some  cause  "  (Zib.  21 :  27). 
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Chap.  X.        The  short- sighted  framers  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
1350.       had  good  reasons  for  not  anticipating  the  revolt  which  it 
actually  caused  among  the  clergy,  limited  and  partial  as 
this  was.^    For  instance,  the  chances  were  that  the  TJni- 
Lii.zo-.iyS.  tarian  Convention  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  the  fall  of 
1850,  would  reject  resolutions  denouncing  the  law.    In 
Reji.  Fraii^is  fact,  John  Pierpont  having  presented  such,  Dr.  Parkman 
gave  as  chairman  a  easting  vote  to  lay  them  on  the  table, 
though  avowing  Ms  willingness  to  harTx>r  fugitives.    Dr. 
Sai.  B.  s.    Gannett  deprecated  discussion  and  all  action,  as  being 
'"'     liable  to  be  misunderstood.     Nevertheless,  the  resolutions 
Lii.  20 :  166,  were  called  up  and  passed,  and  other  rehgious  conventions 
took  a  simOar  stand,  and  the  new  phase  of  the  old  moral 
issue  began  again  the  work  of  dividing  the  denominations 
and  plunging  the  pulpit  into  "politics."    If  an  Orville 
Lii.2o:205;  Dewey  stood  up  in  the  lyceum  to  urge  the  duty  of  obey- 
^'  '^itj^'  ing  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  a  Peter  Lesley  in  his  sermons 
Lib.  20 :  17+.  set  Deuteronomy  23  over  against  Romans  13 ;  a  Theodore 
z.j*.2o:i75.  Parker  discoursed  on  "  The  Function  and  Place  of  Con- 
science in  relation  to  the  Laws  of  Men." 

On  the  eve  of  the  November  elections,  into  which  the 

Fugitive  Slave  Law  imported  a  new  criterion  and  un- 

Lii.zo-.iTj,  wonted  intensity  of  feeling;  on  the  eve,  too,  of  a  fresh 

195.197.201.  Q^tia^gjiij.  Qf  Union-saving  meetings,  G-eorge  Thompson 

Oct.  29,      revisited  the  country  which  had  expelled  him  in  1835. 

£;ij^. '    He  landed  in  Boston,  the  port  of  his  covert  and  hasty 

Antt.s-.so.   departure  —  the  scene  of  the  mob  evoked  against  him 

Anii,3:T.    only  to  fall  upon  the  devoted  head  of  his  friend  the 

editor  of  the  Liberator  —  the  scene  of  the  antecedent 

Union-saving  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  at  which  lie  was 

Aate.-i-.sffj.  publicly  held  up  as  a  foreign  emissary,  hurling  firebrands, 

arrows,  and  death.   The  first  Liberator  he  opened  declared 

Lib-vi:  175.  the  whole  country  in  commotion  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 

and  every  page  bore  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  assertion. 

Lib.^-.iyj.  "Webster  was  encoiu'aging  the  " commercial  interests  of 

the  great  metropolis  of  the  country  [to]  speak  with  united 

3,  mostly  preached  in  Massachusetts, 
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hearts  and  voices"  for  slavery  and  Union,     Boston  itself 
was  in  a  fever  of  excitement  caused  by  the  presence  of  ii*.  20:174. 
Georgia  agents  bent  on  recapturing  William  and  Ellen  Anie.p.-n^T. 
Craft,  who  had  to  be  hurried  off  to  England.    Mr.  Thomp-    Ub.  si :  74, 
son  might  have  rubbed  his  eyes  and  asked  himself  if  he  ^^'\f-!i!'^' 
had  really  been  absent  for  fifteen  years.     What  would 
be  his  reception  now  as  an  abolitionist,  as  a  foreigner? 
Peleg  Sprague  had  in  1835  malevolently  bade  him  go  Ams.'i-./^'fi. 
back  and  brave  the  wrath  of  English  respectability  by 
denouncing  the  wrongs  of  India.      Would  his  heroic 
labors  meantime  in  the  service  of  the  Rajah  of  Sattara,  Anie.p.-iTi. 
and  his  present  intention  to  leetnre  in  America  on  British  LH.-xi-.no; 
India,  appease  Boston  respectability?  —  or  his  part  in       ^^'^" 
abolishing  the  Corn  Laws,  or  his  actual  employment  by  Lii.2o:i-;o. 
the  National  Reform  Association  for  enlarging  the  politi-     ■'  •  ^   ■ 
cal  rights  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  working 
classes  11      Otis  was  dead  and  Sprague  dumb;  but  all  h.g.ou!. 
the  moral  eaUousness  of  their  class,  and  ail  their  legal 
idolatry  of  the  Constitution,  was  typified  in  Benjamin  ABie.i:ioi. 
B.  Curtis,  rising  in  December,  1850,  to  address  another 
Union-saving  meeting  in  the  Cradle  of  Liberty,  and  pro-  Lib.^-.-iai, 
nouncing  fugitive  slaves  "foreigners  to  us  [in  Massachu- 
setts]," with  "  no  right  to  be  Aere,"  and  to  be  repelled  on 
the  same  ground  that  foreign  paupers  and  criminals  were 
excluded. 

Thompson's  welcome,  clearly,  was  to  come,  now  as 
before,  from  the  abolitionists  alone.  The  Massachu- 
setts Anti-Slavery  Society  had  extended  theirs  in  January,     Jan.  as, 

1850;  Lib. 

I  Noteworthy  in  this  eonmectioo  is  a  poster  seen  in  the  streets  of  Glas- 
gow In  November,  1850,  which  ran  thus:  "  PueiTlVE  Slave  Bill  and 
Manhood  Scppbsbe.^A  great  public  meeting  of  Working  Men  and  others 
frtendly  to  Slave  Emancipation,  and  a  just  measure  of  PolitJcal  Reform  in 
the  BriliBh  House  of  Commons,  wUI  be  held  in  the  City  Hali,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  the  26th  Inst,,  when  resolutions  will  be  subiaitted  eondemaatory 
of  Slavery  and  tie  Furtive  Slave  Bill,  recently  become  law  in  the  United 
States,  and  also  agfunat  an  Exclusive  Suffrage  in  this  conntry."  The 
order  of  topics  recalls  the  snbaequent  attitude  of  the  Lancashire  cotton- 
operativea  during  our  civil  war  —  Freedom  first  for  America,  employment 
then  for  ourselves.  See,  far  reports  of  the  Glasgow  meeting,  with  its 
appeal  to  the  workingmen  of  America,  Lib.  21 :  6. 

Vol.  111.-20 
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on  an  intimation  of  his  intention  to  arrive  somewliat 

it*.  20:178.  earlier  than  he  did.  They  promptly  arranged  for  a  recep- 
tion in  Faneuil  Hall  on  November  15,  and  invitations  to 

ii*.  ao;i78.  lecture  on  various  topics  began  to  pour  in  from  all  direc- 

tions.    But  already  the  satanic  press  of  the  coTmtry  had 

J.  G.  Ben-    soundcd  the  alarm  to  the  mob.    Bennett,  in  his  Herald, 

"'"'        making  evil  of  Thompson's  good,  with  absurd  falsifications 

Lii.  aa:  t7a.  of  his  English  career,  advised  him — "if  he  value  not  the 
peace  of  this  country,  to  value  his  own,  and  to  be  exceed- 
ingly careful  to  restrain  his  tongue  in  this  country.  The 
dififtcnlties  which  beset  us  are  quite  sufficient,  without  the 
presence  of  any  foreign  agitator,  bent  on  the  disunion 
and  dissolution  of  these  States,  with  the  fancied  belief  of 
aiding  British  manuf  Etcturers."    According  to  the  Boston 

LH.  so:  17S.  Times,  Thompson  had  been  imported  by  the  abolitionists 
"  as  a  '  star ' —  to  extinguish  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,"  and 
the  city  authorities  would  be  requested  to  deny  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hail  for  the  reception.  What  happened,  how- 
ever, was  a  repetition  of  the  Rynders  mob,  in  which 
simple  uproar  was  substituted  for  violence  or  the  show  of 
it,  and  the  rioters  held  the  floor  instead  of  the  gallery  and 
the  platform. 
As  there  were  no  seats  on  the  floor,  it  was  easy  to  form 

BostsRHsr-  rings  "in  which  individual  and  general  fights  took  place, 
'aoi'ise*'  liatswere  smashed,  and  ivory-headed  canes  flew  briskly  — 
then  came  a  series  of  dances,  with  Indian  war-whoop 
accompaniments.  It  was  heR  let  loose,  and  no  mistake." 
Cheers  for  the  Constitution  and  for  Daniel  "Webster  were 
mingled  with  cheers  for  every  conceivable  subject  that 
came  uppermost  in  frantic  brains.  Mr.  Garrison  suc- 
ceeded in  reading  an  address  recapitulating  Mr,  Thompson's 
philanthropic  engagements  and  political  honors  since  his 
former  visit,  but  not  a  speaker  was  allowed  to  be  heard  — 
not  more  Wendell  Phillips  than  George  Thompson  him- 
self; not  Edmund  Quincy  nor  Douglass;  not  Ehzur 
Wright  nor  Theodore  Parker.     As   in  New  York,  the 

i£*.2o:i92.  police  looked  on  with  indifference,  Marshal  Francis  Tukey 
playing  the  part  of  Chief-of-Police  Matsell,  and  Mayor 
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Bigelow  that  of  Mayor  Woodhtill  —  the  one  giving  and    Chap.  x. 
the  other  obeying  instructions  not  to  interfere  except        1850. 
to  protect  the  persons  of  the  promoters  of  the  meeting ; 
and  the  Aldermen,  on  the  Marshal's  being  subsequently  LH.so-.i^z, 
arraigned,  found  his  excuse  satisfactory. 

The  meeting  was  finally  turned  out  of  doors  by  the 
police,  but  the  reception  was  adjourned  to  Worcester,  and  ui.  20: 190, 
was  supplemented  by  a  second,  at  which  the  Mayor  of  that       ffenry ' 
city  presided  in  his  unoflcial  capacity.     In  other  Massa-      CAa/nn. 
ehusetts  cities,  too,  Mr,  Thompson,  who  preserved  the  LH.ac-.igi, 
vigor  of  his  appearance  and  all  his  old  eloquence,  was     ^|;  ^; 
heard  with  pleasure  and  without  molestation.    He  received 
and  accepted  invitations   even  from  New  Hampshire. 
Parker  Pillsbury,  however,  wrote  from  Concord,  N.  H., 
to  Mr.  Garrison : 

' '  I  take  tlie  libei-ty  of  calling  yonr  attention  to  the  late  Union 
meeting  in  Manchester  in  this  State,  as  reported  in  the  N,  H. 
Patriot.  You  will,  I  think,  be  greatly  edified  by  some  of  the 
speeches,  particularly  with  lehabod  Bartlett's,  a  Portsmonth 
Whig  and  the  most  able  lawyer  in  the  State,  and  also  with 
Chas.  Q.  Atherton's,  of  gag-rale  memory,  and  Senator  Norris's,  /la. 
who  arrested  Geo.  Storrs  while  praying  in  a  pulpit.  The  indig-  J'^^ 
nation  in  this  town  on  Mr.  Thompson's  visit  to  this  country 
bums  as  hot  as  when  he  was  here  before.  I  think  he  would  be 
mobbed  as  quick  as  then.  .  .  .  My  decided  opinion  is,  that 
a  very  lai^e  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State  will  support 
'  with  alacrity '  1  the  doctrines  o£  the  Manchester  meeting.  Men 
in  Concord  who,  three  months  —  and  three  weeks  —  ago, 
defended  the  'higher  law,'  are  now  its  open  scoffers — and 
influential  men,  too.  Such  cholera  of  the  human  conseienee 
never  before  swept  over  a  nation." 

Concord  was  not  more  responsive  to  Manchester  than  to 
Richmond,  Va.,  whose  Enquirer  (of  the  date  of  the  Boston 
mob),  going  into  a  rage  over  Thompson's  reappearance  in 
the  United  States,  asked  if  the  Government  would  tolerate 
him  in  silence.  "  Does  no  law,  NO  power,  exist  to  punish  in. 
a  member  of  Parliament  who  comes  among  ns  a  dis- 

iWebater'B  phraae  for  falflUJng  "  oonstitutionB]  obligations"  (sdlicet, 
slave-eatebingl,  inMsTth  of  Marci  speech  (Works,  5:355). 
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::hap.  X.    turber  of  the  public  peace  t    He  should  be  consumed  in  the 
1850.        tvrath  of  an  indignant  people  for  his  audacity."    To  this, 

i*.  20:194.  and  to  a  threat  of  assassination  pencilled  on  the  margin 
of  the  copy  sent  him, —  "  Keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  Colt's 
Revolver,"  —  Mr,  Thompson  felicitously  responded  at 
Worcester :  "  Those  wlio  plead  for  the  American  slave  are 

ifl.  54 1 17.  under  the  protection  of  Him  who  hath  said ;  '  No  weapon 
formed  against  you  shall  prosper.' "    But  Mr.  Garrison's 

:«(£,)(,  1156.  prediction  to  Father  Mathew  that  violence  and  lawless- 
ness -would  stalk  the  land  in  1850  as  in  1835,  had  been 
fulfilled ;  and  the  end  was  not  yet. 

A  pleasurable  reminder  of  the  earlier  epoch  was  con- 
tained in  the  subjoined  letter,  from  the  author  of  '  The 
Martyr  Age  of  the  United  States,'  which  crossed  the  ocean 
almost  simultaneously  with  Thompson : 

Harriet  Martineau  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

HfS.  The  Knoll,  Ambleside,  October  23d,  1850. 

Mt  Dear  Friend  ;  This  is  just  to  say  that  if  you  should  ere 
long  receive  £10  by  the  hands  of  my  friend  EDis  Gray  Lorii^, 
I  hope  you  will  accept  it  for  the  Liberator,  as  my  very  bumble 
offering  in  your  great  cause.  I  don't  know  for  certain  that  you 
will  get  it.  Tliat  depends  on  whether  I  get  properly  paid  by  an 
American  publishing  firm,  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt 
their  doing  their  duty  by  me.  It  is  only  that,  somehow  or  other, 
such  payments  seldom  eome  in.  I  can  only  say  that  I  have 
done  my  best  to  earn  the  money,  and  that  I  wish  that  it  was 

I  have  never  till  now  felt  that  I  could  offer  money  to  your 
cause, —  sorely  as  I  have  for  years  longed  to  do  so.  I  have  tried 
to  do  what  I  could  by  the  easy  method  (in  this  country)  of  per- 
sonal testimony,  and  by  writing  in  newspapers  and  reviews. 
Now,  I  have  provided  for  m.y  own  independence, —  at  least,  for 
some  years  to  eome;  and  I  may  indulge  my  longing  to  throw 
my  mite  into  your  treasury,  and  that  of  the  Standard.  I  feel 
imder  deep  obligation  to  you  for  constantly  remembering  me  by 
sending  me  the  Liberator,  and  so  enabling  me  to  keep  up  with 
your  movement.  How  much  more  I  feel  towards  you  for  your 
unflinching  and  self-denying  testimony  on  behalf  of  humanity, 
and  of  the  principle  of  integrity  under  every  possible  mani- 
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festation,  words  ■wiU  not  serve  me  to  tell.    I  ean  only  send  you     chap 
my  love  and  blessing.  ^ 

I  hope  you  will  not  mention  this  matter  unless  you  get  the 
money.    I  have  a  horror  of  empty  profes^ons ;  and  if  the  sum 
is  not  forthcoming  from  this  source,  I  cannot  send  it. 
With  my  best  regards  to  your  wife,  I  am,  dear  friend, 
Tours  affectionately, 

Harriet  Maktineau. 

It  was  shortly  after  the  Eynders  mob,  and  during  a 
protracted  assault  on  Mr.  Garrison  for  his  "  blasphemous"  ^^^ » 
utterances  on  tiiat  occasion  by  a  scribbling  fellow-citizen 
of  Boston,  that  the  Liberator  came  out  with  a  new  head.  Ub.i( 
Substantially  the  previous  design  was  retained,  but  re- 
drawn by  Hammatt  Billings,  as  a  labor  of  love.  The 
two  scenes  of  slave-auction  and  emancipation  jubilee, 
however,  were  separated  by  a  circular  vignette  exhibit- 
ing the  Saviour,  cross  in  hand,  parting  the  slave-driver 
and  his  victim,  while  in  a  halo  about  him  shone  the 
legend — "I  come  to  break  the  bonds  of  the  oppressor." 
A  flowing  scroll,  unifying  the  design,  bore  the  injunction, 
"  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  So  far  had 
blasphemy  corrupted  the  editor. 

Miss  Martineau,  who  had  illustrated  in  the  most  signal 
manner  both  the  inteUeetual  and  the  political  capacity 
of  her  sex,  penned  the  letter  just  quoted  on  the  day  of 
the  opening  at  Worcester  of  the  first  Woman's  Eights  lh.  k 
Convention  in  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Garrison  had  attended     ^^^' 
in  June  a  preliminary  meeting,  in  Boston,  at  which  he    Zii.  a 
spoke  in  hearty  approval  of  the  movement : 

"  I  rise,"  he  said,  "  to  give  my  support,  however  feeble  it  may  Lib.  a 
be,  to  the  object  which  is  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  this 
meeting.  I  do  so  all  the  more  cheerfully,  not  only  because 
this  m.oTement  is  in  its  infancy,  but  because  it  will  be  sure  to 
enoouuter  popular  odium  at  first,  and  to  subject  its  advocates 
to  ridicule.  It  is  under  just  such  eireumstanees  that  I  wish  to 
be  identified  with  every  reformatory  straggle ;  not  that  reproach 
is  desirable  in  itself,  but  because  the  last  place  for  me  to  be  seen 
taking  a  conspicuous  part  is  that  where  popularity  and  applause 
are  sure  to  follow  the  effort  put  forth. 
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8  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  by  the  ■women 
of  this  country  is  to  demand  their  political  enfranchisement. 
Among  the  '  self-evident  truths '  announced  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  is  this— 'Ail  government  derives  its jms( 
power  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.^  Judging  by  this  rule, 
the  existing  government  is  a  despotism.  One-haJf  of  the  popu- 
lation is  disfranchised  on  account  of  sex  —  three  milHons 
are  dehumanized  on  account  of  complexion  !  Why  should 
not  women  vote  at  the  ballot-box?  I  am  not  pleading  here 
as  one  very  fond  of  voting.  I  am  a  disfranchised  man,  not 
because  I  do  not  beheve  in  voting,  but  because  I  cannot  vote 
under  the  United  States  Constitutiou,  believing  it  to  be  un- 
holy, knowing  it  to  be  a  compromise  with  slavery.  (Hisses 
in  the  gallery.)  ...  I  am  just  as  anxious  that  women 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  as  if  I  voted  every  day.  I  hate  the 
law  that  disfranchises  women.  It  is  not  for  me  or  any  man 
dogmatically  to  judge  as  to  what  is  or  what  is  not  a  sinful 
act,  or  to  say  to  others  you  shall  not  exercise  the  right  to 
think  for  yourselves, 

"  There  is  a  law  of  the  United  States  which  says  that  no 
colored  man  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  this  country. 
Now,  I  abhor  the  militia.  I  believe  the  whole  military  system 
is  Satanic.  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  black  man  enrolled  in 
But  I  hate  that  law  of  Congress  proscribing  the  colored  man 
account  of  his  color  just  as  I  loathe  a  rattlesnake.  It  is  a  pi 
Bcriptive  spirit  which  has  made  that  exception.  I  want  the 
colored  man  to  judge  for  himself  whether  he  shall  train  or  not. 
I  want  no  opprobrium  thrown  upon  him  on  account  of  his  eom- 
plexion.i  So  with  regard  to  women,  I  want  the  women  to 
have  the  i^ht  to  vote,  and  I  call  upon  them  to  demand  it 
pereeveringly  until  they  possess  it.  "When  they  have  obtained 
it,  it  will  be  for  them  to  say  whether  they  will  exercise  it  or 

"  I  wish  I  coidd  see  one-half  of  the  members  of  Congress 
women.  I  wish  I  covdd  see  one-half  of  the  members  of  our 
Legislature  women.  They  are  entitled  to  this,  I  am  quite  sure 
—  I  think  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  —  that  the  legislation  of 
our  country  would  be  far  different  from  what  it  is.  I  think  the 
outrageous  scenes  which  are  witnessed  on  the  floor  of  Congress 

1  See  Ciay'B  paasion  in  tie  Seoftte  aver  a  petition  pointing  out  tte  in- 
etiuality  of  military  obligstion  North  and  South,  owing  to  negroefl  being 
eiempt  from  service,  B,nd  asking  for  a  law  enrolling  all  classes  without 
distinction  of  color  (Lib.  20 :  62). 
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at  Washington^  would  for  ever  be  banished;  for  it  is  a  fact,  Chap.  X 
cognizable  by  tie  whole  earth,  that  men  always  behave  in  tUe  jg'Ip 
presence  of  women  better  than  when  women  are  absent,  as  I  pre- 
sume the  women  behave  a  great  deal  better  in  the  presence  of 
men  than  when  the  men  are  absent.  (Much  merriment.)  But 
there  is  a  philosophical  reason  for  this,  particularly  as  it  respects 
legislation.  We  cannot  have  too  much  inteUeet,  nor  have  too 
much  humanity,  mulled  in  our  national  councils;  and  I  say 
we  are  lobbing  ourselves  of  all  this  by  disfranchiang  one- 
half  of  the  population.  No  man  can  show  any  good  reason 
why  woman  should  not  have  her  political  rights  in  this  coun- 
try. She  wiU  have  them  sooner  or  later  here,  in  France,  io 
England,  and  in  all  civilized  countries.  It  is  only  a  question 
of  tune. 

"  I  know  that  there  are  a  gjeatmany  women  who  are  sensi- 
tive on  this  subject;  who  are  satisfied  with  their  present  condi- 
tion ;  who  declare  that  they  are  happy  and  lacknothing.  With 
plenty  to  eat  and  drink,  and  plenty  to  wear,  they  deem  them- 
selves well  ofE,  and  they  do  not  see  a  necessity  for  any  stir  on 
this  subject.  Then  there  are  others  who  are  alarmed  when  they 
see  any  o£  their  number  going  forward  to  address  a  pubhc 
assembly.  They  shiver  not  a  little.  They  are  afraid  that  she 
will  make  a  fool  of  herself — as  if  men  never  made  fools  of 
themselves  1 

"  I  remember,  when  I  first  entered  the  anti-slavery  cause, 
what  extreme  difQdenee  our  colored  brethren  manifested  in 
respect  to  their  own  advancement.     It  was  with  the  greatest 
difBoulty  we  could  induce  a  man  of  them  to  stand  up  and 
address  a  public  assembly.    In  the  first  place,  he  was  aware  of 
the  prejudice  he  had  to  encounter.     Then  he  feared  that  he 
might  fail,  and  so  injuriously  affect  the  cause  he  wished  to  pro- 
mote.   But  observe  the  change  that  has  taken  place  within  the 
last  ten  yeais !   Who  are  among  our  ablest  speakers  ?    Who  are 
the  best  qualified  to  address  the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of 
slavery?    Tour  fugitive  slaves  —  your  Douglasses,  Browns,  and  F.Dou^i. 
Bibbs — who  are  astonishing  all  with  the  cogency  of  their  words       ^^„ 
and  the  power  of  their  reasoning.     So  it  will  be  with  woman.    ^«"7  Bi 
She  may  fail  at  first,  but  hev  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  equal 
success. 

"  I  have  only  to  say,  I  bid  you  God-speed,  women  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  England,  in  this  good  work!    Whenever  your 
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Chap.  X,     convention  shall  meet,  and  wherever  it  shall  be,  I  shall  endeaTor 
iS<o.        *"  '*®  there,  to  forward  so  good,  so  glorious  a  movement." 

Lis.so-.iti,  Mr.  Garrison  kept  his  word.  He  signed  the  call  headed 
lii.w.i&i;  by  Lucy  Stone,  he  attended  the  Convention,  addressed  it, 
^m^^t   and  was  placed  on  sundry  important  committees.^ 

■aentiott  i  Wendell  Phillipa  wrote  to  Elizabeth  Pease  on  Mar.  9, 1851  (MS.):  "Ton 

(Boston.  would  have  enjoyed  the  Women's  ConrenHon.  I  think  I  never  saw  a  more 
intelligent  and  highly  cultivated  audience,  more  ability  guided  by  the  best 
taste  on  a  platform,  more  deep,  practical  interest,  on  any  oci^aaion.  It  took 
mB  completely  by  surprise ;  and  the  women  were  the  ablest  speakers,  too. 
You  would  have  laughed,  as  we  used  to  do  in  1340,  f«  hear  dear  Lucretin 
Mott  answer  me.  I  had  praaumed  to  differ  from  her,  and  asaert  that  the 
cause  would  meet  more  immediate  and  palpable  and  insulting  opposition 
from  womew  than  men  —  and  scolded  them  for  it.  She  put,  as  she  bo  well 
knows  how,  tlie  silken  anapper  on  to  her  whiplashT  and  proceeded  to  give 
me  the  gentlest  and  yet  most  cutting  rebuke.  'T  waa  like  her  old  fire 
when  the  London  Queers  angered  her  gentleness  —  and  beautifully  done, 
so  that  the  victim  himself  could  enjoy  the  artistio  perfeotioa  of  Ms 
punishment."    Compare  anU,  2  :  375,  376. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
George  Thompson,  M.  P.— 1851. 

THOMPSON  was  the  great  central  fact  in  Mr.  Gam-  ■ 
son's  inner  life  and  public  activity  during  tlie  eight 
mouths  of  the  Englishman's  stay  in  America,  They  had 
been  well-nigh  inseparable  but  for  exceptionally  numerous 
indispositions  which  now  and  again,  throughout  the  year 
1851,  drove  the  editor  of  the  Liberator  from  his  post  to  a 
sick  bed.  As  it  was,  they  journeyed  and  lectured  not  a 
little  together,  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York  State, 
and  enjoyed  such  genial  social  intercourse  as  all  the 
circumstances  of  an  inspiriting  time,  the  hospitality  of 
abolitionists  lite  Bourne  Spooner  of  Plymouth,  John  T. 
Sargent  of  Boston,  or  Samuel  J.  May  of  Syracuse,  N.  T,, 
the  companionship  of  wits  like  Quiney  and  Phillips  and 
the  "Westons,  and  the  fusion  of  noble  and  charming 
elements  effected  by  the  annual  Anti-Slavery  Baaaar, 
fostered  in  an  ever  memorable  degree.  Two  occasions 
of  this  sort  in  particular  stand  out  as  unsurpassable  in 
feeling,  and  in  the  talent  which  gave  them  lustre. 

The  first,  and  the  most  touching,  was  the  soiree  held  in 
Coehituate  Hall,  Boston,  on  the  evening  of  January  24, 
1851,  to  celebrate  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  Lib- 
erator. The  time  selected  was  at  the  close  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

"  You  would  have  enjoyed  the  Soit^e,"  wrote  Wendell  Phillips 
to  Elizabeth  Pease  :  "  perfectly  esteinpore  —  so  maeh  so  that 
E.  Q.  did  not  tnow  he  was  to  be  chairman  till  I  moved  it,  and 
then  lie  filled  the  ehair  with  all  that  wit  and  readiaess  that  is 
posseted  by  all  the  Quincys.    It  was  unique  —  the  heartiest 
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Chap,  xi.  anti-slavery  gathering  I  ever  saw.  Thompson  had  been  very 
jZ,  ill  ta  the  country  and  was  looking  quite  ghastly,  fit  £or  a  siek 
bed,  but  spoko  gloriously;  and  his  presence  was,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  inspiration  to  the  rest.  Add  to  that,  Garrison,  in 
tears — the  occasion  —  and  the  company  scarred  withmanya 
struggle — and  you  will  easily  see  that  we  should  feel  deeply, 
and,  like  all  times  of  deep  feeling,  it  should  be  mingled  o( 
mirth  and  profound  emotion.     Such  hours  come  rarely  in  life." 

Lii. 2i:iS.  "I  give  yon  joy,"  said  Edmund  Quinoy  in  his  function  of 
chairman,  "  on  this  happy  occasion  of  our  assembling  ourselves 
together.  .  .  .  It  is  often  our  lot  to  weep  with  those  that 
weep.  It  is  our  felicity  to-night  to  rejoice  with  those  that  re- 
Cf.  ante,  joice.  And  who,  I  should  like  to  know,  have  a  better  right  to 
/.  144.  rejoice  than  the  American  abolitionists?  Who  have  a  better 
right  to  look  upon  the  world  with  eyes  of  joy  and  gratitude 
than  they  who  are  attempting  to  rescue  the  slave  from  his 
despair,  and  the  country  from  its  disgrace  t  I  hold  that  we, 
of  all  men  and  of  all  women  in  this  broad  land,  are  those  who 
have  a  right  to  rejoice,  and  to  thank  God  for  the  lot  which 
he  has  appointed  as.  And  although  our  usual  coarse  Ues  iu 
different  paths  from  this,  although  it  is  not  often  that  we  find 
ourselves  assembling  on  a  festive  occasion  like  the  present,  I 
am  sure  that  we  are  not  of  those  who, 

"  'When  God  seodaa  cieerfal  hour,  refrain  ['" 

£!*.2i:is.  To  the  temperate  toast — "Success  and  prosperity  to 
the  good  ship  Liberator  in  her  new  departure,  and 
health  and  long  life  to  the  pilot  vrho  has  weathered  so 
many  storms" — ^which  was  greeted  ■with  nine  cheers,  Mr. 
Garrison  rephed : 

Lii.zT-.i%.  "JIk.  Peesident  ^  Friends  of  Freedom  and  Humanity:— 
If  I  could  only  put  myself  ont  of  the  biU  to-night — if  I  could 
only  be  reduced  to  ctter  forgetfulness— there  would  be  no 
drawback  in  my  enjoyment  of  the  festivities  of  the  occasion. 
But  this  is  a  commemoration  somewhat  perKonal  to  myself ; 
and  although  many  have  supposed  that  I  have  no  objection  to 
personahties,  yet  I  do  not  like  to  be  pointed  at  myself  (in  a 
ease  likethe  present),  though  I  amratherapttojioint  at  others. 
(Laughter.) 

"  The  truth  is,  he  who  commences  any  reform  which  at  last 
becomes  one  of  transcendant  importance  and  is  crowned  with 
victory,  is  always  ill-judged  and  unfairly  estimated.    At  the 
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outset  he  is  looked  upon  with  contempt,  and  treated  in  tlie  most  Chap.  XI. 
opprobrious  manner,  as  a  wild  fanatic  or  a  dangerous  disorgan-  j^, 
izer.  In  due  time  the  cause  grows  and  adTances  to  its  sure 
triumph ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  nears  the  goat,  the  popular 
estimate  of  his  character  changes,  tiU  finally  excessive  panegyric 
is  substituted  for  outrageous  abuse.  The  praise  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  defamation  on  the  other,  are  equally  unmerited. 
In  the  clear  light  of  Reason,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  simply  stood 
up  to  discharge  a  duty  ■which  he  owed  to  his  God,  to  his  fellow- 
men,  to  the  land  of  his  nativity." 

Continuing,  the  speaker  passed  in  rapid  review  Ms  anti- 
slavery  career  and  the  origin  of  the  Liberator,  of  which 
he  held  up  the  tiny  first  number ;  paid  by  the  way  his 
never  forgotten  tribute  to  Benjamin  Lundy ;  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged  once  more  the  indispensable  peenniary  a»u,  i  :  223. 
support  given  him  by  Samuel  E.  SewaJl  and  Ellis  Gray 
Loring.  To  complete  the  retrospect,  he  read  some  of  the 
menacing  letters  he  had  been  Eiecnstomed  to  receive  from 
the  South,  and  confessed  his  early  expectation  of  martyr- 
dom in  the  cause,  especially  after  the  State  of  Georgia 
had  offered  its  reward  for  his  abduction.  Asie, 1:247. 

"But  enough  in  regard  to  the  insidts  and  dangers  of  the  Lii. so-.is. 
past.  If  the  Liberator  has  wrought  any  change  in  pubhc  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  those  who  are  meted  out  and  trodden  under- 
foot, it  has  been  solely  through  the  power  of  truth,  No  person 
shall  deceive  me  with  the  idea  that  I  deserve  anything.  Oh,  if 
I  can  only  say  that  I  have  done  my  duty — that  I  have  not 
failed  to  '  remember  them  that  are  iu  bonds  as  bound  with  them ' 
— it  is  all  I  desire.  One  thing  I  can  truly  afBrm: — I  have 
counted  nothing  too  dear  to  peril  in  the  cause  to  which  my 
life  ia  devoted.  For  that  cause  I  have  sacrificed  whatever  is 
desirable  in  a  good  reputation,  or  pleasant  in  human  friendship, 
or  aUuring  in  worldly  advancement.  For  it  I  have  broken  the 
strongest  political  ties,  and  divorced  myself  from  once  venerated 
reUgiouB  associations ;  assured  that  whatever  is  hostile  to  its 
progress  must  be  inherently  corrupt  or  erroneous,  whatever  its 
pretensions  to  patriotism  or  piety. 

"  Here  I  must  pause.  I  am  wholly  unable  to  express  my 
feelings.  I  thank  you  for  this  kind  manifestation  of  your 
regard.    But,  without  your  cooperation,  what  could  I  have 
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Chap.  XI.    done  ?    It  is  such  as  I  see  around  me,  and  others  equally  labori- 
j^j         ous  in  the  field,  ebewhere,  who  have  given  such  an  impetus  to 
the  cause  of  emaneipation.    I  can  add  no  more." 

If  Mr.  Garrison  was  moved  by  his  own  reminisceuees 
and  by  the  cordiality  of  the  hour,  scarcely  less  bo  was 
George  Thompson,  whose  turn  came  next.  Reminiscence 
for  him  meant  recounting  the  history  of  his  acquaintance 
and  friendship  with  Garrison,  and  the  personal  eonse- 
Anie,i:355,  queoces  to  Mmsclf  as  already  detailed  in  these  pages. 
■*^' "  '  Passing  from  this  theme,  he  took  up  the  salutatory  of  the 
first  number  of  the  Liberator,  which  he  read  and  developed 
in  his  most  eloquent  manner. 


"  These  words  should  give  us  pause,  for  they  are  amongst  the 
m.oat  remarkable,  as  they  are  amongst  the  most  emphatic  and 
prophetic,  ever  uttered.  Through  coming  years  and  ages,  they 
win  be  household  words  over  the  vast  continent  of  America. 
They  constitute  the  picture  of  the  Bnan  before  you.  I  have  met 
with  nothing  in  the  language  of  any  other  Reformer  that  ever 
gave  me  so  clear  an  insight  into  the  soul  of  the  man  as  these 
words  into  that  of  Mr,  Garrison,  Eluminated  by  his  subsequent 
acts,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  know  the  man.  Sir,  I  am  content  to 
leave  to  minute  philosophers  an  investigations  into  the  phe- 
nomena of  external  nature,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  attain  to 
some  acquaintance  with  what  passes  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
compass  some  great  moral  achievement.  I  love  to  study  the 
character  of  a  great  reformer.  I  would  give  much  to  be  per- 
mitted to  read  his  soul  at  the  moment  he  conceives  his  great 
idea.  Iwouldfaintracetheexerciseaofthatsonlamidst the  early 
days  of  gloom,  and  disappointment,  and  peril.  And  I  should 
like  to  read  it  when  his  prayers  and  prophecy  are  in  part  ful- 
filled, and  he  beholds,  as  our  guest  does  now,  the  indubitable 
signs  of  ultimate  success,  and  stands  surrounded,  as  he  is  now, 
by  a  multitude  who  honor  him,  love  him,  believe  in  him,  and 
are  determined  to  stand  by  him.     (Great  cheers.) 

"  William  Lloyd  Garrison  is  our  cherished  guest  to-night ; 
but  he  is  also  on  his  trial.  He  shall  be  tried  by  his  own  words, 
and  VOU  shall  deliver  the  verdict.  On  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  this  same  WiUiam 
Lloyd  Garrison  did  fling  upon  the  breeze  —  ay,  it  was  indeed 
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SO  flwig,  for  Heaven  was  its  only  guide  to  the  plswie  ivhere  it  Chap.  XI. 
should  fall  ^  this  first  number  of  the  Liberator  newspaper,  ^Z, 
whereon  he  did  inscribe  these  words,  amongst  others :  '  I  am  in 
EARNEST.'  I  caU  upon  you  who  are  here  assembled,  who  have 
been  witnesses  of  his  life  and  conversation  from  that  day  forth 
until  now,  to  say  whether,  by  his  deeds,  he  has  demonstrated 
the  truth  of  that  declaration  1  ['  Yea,  yes.']  He  did  further 
say:  'I  wtll  not  equivocate.'  Your  verdict!  Have  you, 
during  the  long  course  of  twenty  years,  ever  known  the  man 
to  forsake  the  straight  line  oE  plain  and  manly  teaching  for 
one  that  was  indirect,  and  tortuous,  and  unworthy?  ['  No  ! 
Never ! ']  Have  you  ever  known  him  to  mix,  to  modify,  to 
adulterate,  or  to  accommodate  the  truth  f  ['  Never !  ^  He  did 
further  say:  'I  will  NOT  EXCUSE.'  Have  you  ever  known  him, 
ia  any  instance,  under  any  circumstances,  to  excuse  an  act 
wilfully  committed  against  the  rights  of  his  fellow-men? 
['  Never  I ']  'I  will  not  eeteeat  a  single  inch.'  Has  he 
acted  up  to  this  pledge  iu  fldehty  ?  ['  He  has.']  '  I  will  be 
HBAKD,'  These  words  were  doubtless  considered  bold  and 
presumptuous  at  the  time  they  were  uttered.  But  the  result 
has  proved  the  truth  of  the  prediction.  '  Mr.  Garrison  has  been 
heard.  At  this  moment,  he  is  heard  nd  felt  from  Maine  to  the 
mountains  of  California.  Amidst  the  din  created  by  the  strife 
of  contending  parties  —  amidst  all  the  clashing  interests  of  this 
wide  realm  — one  soUtary  voice  is  heard  above  the  whole, 
demanding,  in  thunder  tones,  the  freedom  of  the  slave.  (Loud 
applause.)  He  has  been  heard  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  isles  of  Great  Britain  know  his  voice  and  love  it,  despite 
the  machinations  of  his  mean  and  perfidious  enemies.  England 
regards  him  as  the  Clarkson  of  America  —  as  the  friend  of  uni- 
versal humanity,  and  the  ordained  deliverer  of  the  children  of 
America  now  in  bondage." 

The  orator  eoaeluded  by  placing  in  the  hands  of  his 
friend  a  gold  wateh,  inscribed  as  "  Presented  by  George 
Thompson,  M.  P.,  (on  behalf  of  himself  and  others),  to 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  the  intrepid  and  nneomproniis- 
ing  friend  of  the  slave,  in  commemoration  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Anniversaiy  of  the  Liberator." 

"  We  wish,  besides,"  said  Mr.  Thompson,  "  that  you  should   LU.  si :  19. 
accept  our  offering  as  somethingmore  than  an  indication  of  our 
appreciation  of  you  in  your  pubhe,  exalted,  and  responsible 
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Chap.  X!.  position  as  the  leader  of  the  anti-slavery  hosts  o£  America. 
1851  ^^  wish  our  gift  to  express  our  nuqualified  and  profound 
admiration  of  your  character  iu  all  the  private  relations  of  life. 
Those  who,  hfee  myself,  have  heen  privileged  to  enter  the  sanc- 
tuary of  your  home,  and  have  had  the  opporttmity  of  studying 
your  ehara«ter  there,  have  often  for  a  while  forgotten  the  editor 
of  the  lAberator,  while  contemplating  the  husband,  the  father, 
and  the  friend,  (Enthusiasm.)  And  now,  may  the  God  who 
first  put  it  into  your  heart  to  consecrate  your  life  to  this  holy 
cause  —  who  has  so  often  covered  your  head  in  the  day  of  battle 
—  who  has  so  greatly  prospered  you  while  you  have  been  plead- 
ing for  his  oppressed  children  —  continue  to  guard,  guide,  and 
bless  you !  May  he  bo  your  strength  in  the  work  that  lies  before 
you  !  the  defender  and  keeper  of  those  who  are  dear  to  you  ! 
and  finally  crown  your  eSorts  and  your  prayers  by  granting  you 
the  desire  of  your  heart  in  the  consummation  of  the  great  cause 
of  Universal  Emancipation  1 " 

In  much  embarrassment,  the  totally  surprised  recipient 
otthis  gift  rose  in  acknowledgment : 


Lib.  ai ;  19.,^  "  Mr.  President,"  he  said,  "  if  this  were  a  rotten  e^  [holding 
up  the  watch],  or  a  brickbat,  I  should  fenow  how  to  receive  it. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)  If  these  cheers  were  the  yells  of  a 
frantic  mob  seeking  my  life,  1  should  know  precisely  how  to 
behave.  But  the  presentation  of  this  valuable  gift  is  as  un- 
expected by  me  as  would  be  the  falling  of  the  stars  from  the 
heavens ;  and  I  feel  indescribably  small  before  you  in  accepting 
it,  A  gold  watch  1  Why,  I  have  been  compensated  in  this 
cause  a  million  times  over.  In  the  darkest  hour,  iai  the  greatest 
peril,  I  have  felt  just  at  that  moment  that  it  was  everything  to 
be  in  such  a  cause.  I  know  that  the  praises  which  have  fallen 
from  the  Ups  of  my  beloved  brother  and  faithful  eoadjutflr  have 
been  spoken  in  all  sincerity;  otherwise  they  would  be  intoler- 
able. 1  know  that  I  am.  among  those  not  accustomed  to  flatter, 
and  who  do  not  mean  to  flatter.  I  know  how  to  appreciate  such 
demonstrations  as  greet  me  here  to-night.  Had  it  not  been  for 
such  as  are  here  assembled,  we  should  not  have  had  an  anti- 
slavery  struggle.  I  am  sorry,  my  friends,  that  I  have  not  a 
gold  watch  to  present  to  eaeh  one  of  yon.  (Laughter.)  You 
aU  deserve  one !    .    .    . 

"As  to  the  Uherator,  no  one  can  say  that  it  has  not  been 
conducted  in  an  independent  and  fearless  spirit.     No  man  who 
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i  to  its  sentiments  can  say  tliat  ho  has  been  denied  a    Chap.  xi. 
hearing  in  its  eolamns,     H  I  have  taught  the  American  press        ,^j^ 
anything,  it  is  this — the  duty  of  allowing  botJj  sides  of  every 
question  to  be  impartially  canvassed. 

"  To  the  unknown  friends  who  have  contributed  to  the  pres- 
entation of  this  testimonial  to  me,  I  return  my  heartfelt  thanks, 
and  assure  them  that  I  intend  to  be  an  abolitionist  till '  time 
shall  be  no  longer.' 

"  The  period  may  have  been  when  I  was  of  some  consequence 
to  the  anti-slavery  movement ;  but  it  is  not  so  now.  The  cause 
is  safe  in  the  hands  of  its  friends.  I  owe  so  much  to  them  all 
—  so  moch  to  this  dear  friend  [Mr.  Phillips] ,  and  to  you  [Mr. 
Quincy],  and  to  others  whose  names  I  need  not  call,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  folly  to  express  it.     (Cheers.) 

"  As  to  what  I  have  done  abroad  in  my  three  missions  to 
England,  let  me  make  a  clean  bosom  of  the  matter.  Had  it 
not  been  for  Gboege  Thompson  (cheers),  those  missions  would 
have  been  measurably  unproductive  and  unimportant.  He  has 
just  spoken  of  what  J"  did  ia  England.  But  I  deelare  that  he 
was  everything  to  me  — right  hand  and  left  hand,  soul  and 
body.  He  made  my  pathway  smooth  and  pleasant,  and  labored 
far  more  abundantly  and  efleiently  than  I  did,  and  therefore 
deserves  the  credit."     (Cheers.) 

Wendell    Phillips's    remarks,    vphieh    followed,    were 
mingled  of  the    "mirth  and   profound  emotion"   that  Ant(,p.3i4. 
characterized  the  occasion.    Our  single  extract  must  be 
from  the  more  serious  portion  ; 

"John  Foster  used  to  say,  that  the  best  teat  of  a  book's  value  Li/i.m.ig. 
was  the  mood  of  mind  in  which  one  rose  from  it.  To  this  trial 
I  am  always  wilhug  the  most  eager  foe  should  subject  the 
lAheratae.  I  appeal  to  each  one  here,  whether  he  ever  leaves 
its  columns  without  feeling  his  coldness  rebuked,  his  selfishness 
shamed,  his  hand  strengthened  for  every  good  purpose ;  with- 
out feeling  lifted,  for  awhile,  from  his  ordinary  life,  and  made 
to  hold  communion  with  purer  thoughts  and  loftier  aims ;  and 
without  being  moved  —  the  coldest  of  us — for  a  moment,  at 
least,  with  an  ardent  wish  that  we,  too,  may  be  privileged  to  be 
co-workers  with  God  in  the  noble  purposes  for  our  brother's 
welEare  which  have  been  unfolded  and  pressed  on  our  atten- 
tion? Let  critics  who  have  time  settle,  after  leisurely  analysis, 
s  faults  which,  as  they  think,  have  marred  our  friend's 
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p.  XI.  course,  and  denounce,  as  suits  ttem,  the  other  topics  which  he 
7j  has  chosen  to  mingle  with  his  main  subject ;  enough  for  us,  in 
the  heat  of  onr  conflict,  to  feel  that  it  has  always  '  been  good 
for  lis  to  have  been '  with  him.  How  can  we  ever  thank  him 
for  the  clear  atmosphere  into  which  he  has  lifted  us  1  If  of  the 
abolitionist  it  may  be  said,  with  such  exceeding  measure  of 
truth,  that  he  has  broken  the  shackles  of  party,  thrown  down 
the  walls  of  sect,  trampled  on  the  prejudices  of  his  land  and 
time,  risen  to  something  like  the  freedom  of  a  Christian  man, 
something  of  that  perfect  toleration  which  is  the  fruit  only  of 
the  highest  intellectual  and  moral  culture — how  much  is  all 
this  owing  to  the  influence  of  such  a  leader !  My  friends,  if 
we  never  free  a  slave,  we  have  at  least  freed  ourselves  in  the 
effort  to  emancipate  our  brother  man.  (Applause.)  From  the 
blindness  of  American  prejudice,  the  most  cruel  the  sun  looks 
on  ;  from  the  narrowness  of  sect ;  from  parties,  qnibbling  over 
words;  we  have  been  redeemed  into  a  full  manhood  —  taught 
to  consecrate  life  to  something  worth  living  for.  Life !  what  a 
weariness  it  is,  with  its  drudgery  of  education ;  its  little  cares 
of  to-day,  all  to  be  lived  over  again  to-morrow ;  its  lising, 
eating,  and  lying  down  —  only  to  continue  the  monotonous 
routine !  Let  us  thank  God  that  he  has  inspired  any  one  to 
awaken  ns  from  being  these  dull  and  rotting  weeds — revealed 
to  ns  the  joy  of  self-devotion — taught  us  how  we  intensify  this 
life  by  laying  it  a  willing  ofEeting  on  the  altar  of  some  great 
cause ! " 

1:19.  We  must  pass  over  the  speech  of  Henry  Wilson,  the 
then  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  the  future 

i-75.  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  —  a  twelve-years' 
reader  of  the  Liberator,  acknowledging  his  dett  of  grati- 
tude to  Mr.  Garrison  for  his  own  love  of  liberty  and 
regard  for  the  rights  of  man  over  all  the  globe ;  pass,  too, 

i;  19.  over  Theodore  Parker's  eulogium,  and  the  kindred  strains 
of  many  others,  both  clergymen  and  laymen.  Charles 
List,^  a  Boston  lawyer.  Secretary  of  the  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee, said : 

1:23.  "  The  history  of  hberty,  as  it  will  be  read  a  thousand  years 
hence,  has  not  been  begun.    Now  I  wish  to  ask  for  a  contribu- 

1  A  aon-iii-law  of  Nathan  Wioalow.    His  widow  was  re-married  to  S,  E. 
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tion  to  tliis  history  which  will  be  the  most  valuable  that  eaa  be  Chap.  > 
made  now,  and  probably  during  some  centuries  to  come.  The  j^, 
enjoyment  which  we  have  experienced  this  evening,  has  arisen 
in  a  great  measure  from  the  presence  of  our  distinguished  guest, 
whose  deeds  we  have  met  to  celebrate.  Oh  !  that  our  children, 
a  huntlred  years  hence,  could  have  his  presence  as  we  have  had 
it  to-night !    .     .     . 

"  My  tecLuest  is,  that  "William  Lloyd  Garrison  will,  as  soon  as 
he  can  spare  time  from  what  he  may  consider  more  pressing 
engagements,  give  the  world  an  autobiography  —  (cheers)  -~ 
give  the  world  a  record  of  hisexperienee  in  regard  to  the  history 
of  liberty  ;  give  us  a  history  of  the  actions,  the  thoughts,  the 
triumphs,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  first  individual,  of  any  note, 
at  least,  who  devoted  bis  energies,  his  life,  Ms  aU,  to  the  exclu- 
sive task  of  promoting,  to  his  utmost,  personal  and  national 
liberty.  (Enthusiasm.)  Such  a  work  would  be  a  biography 
which,  among  those  of  this  century,  would  be  most  read  and 
valued  for  many  centuries,  and  would  in  some  measure  enable 
our  posterity  to  have  with  tiiem  that  presence  which  I  desired 
for  them. 

"  We  have  one  distinguished  autobiography  in  this  country. 
I  beheve  it  is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  world.  It  is  that  of 
Benjamin  Franklin.  It  is  a  simple  story.  It  tells  the  experi- 
ence of  an  excellent  and  a  great  man.  But  it  is  not  connected 
with  any  great  leading  idea,  and  cannot  serve  as  a  foundation- 
stone  for  an  historical  monument.  That  for  which  I  asi,  if  it 
will  be  given,  will  be  the  greatest  contribution  which  hterature 
has  made  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

"  If  I  may  say  a  word  as  to  the  form  in  which  the  work  might 
be  made  pubhc,  I  will  suggest  its  appearance  in  periodical  por- 
tions in  the  Liberator.  This  suggestion  may  seem  superfluous, 
as  the  lAberator  is  a  history  of  a  portion  of  Mr.  Garrison's  life 
(hear,  hear!),  and  this  is  a  feature  iu  that  paper  which  most 
endears  it  to  many  of  its  readers," 

And  so  we  take  leave  of  the  feasting,  the  toasts,  the 
speech-making,  the  songs  —  among  them  Mr.  Garrison's 
own,  "  Ye  Who  in  Bondage  Pine,"  and  "  I  am  an  Aboli-    Lib.  21: 
tionist" — that  made  up  the  joyous  celebration;  of  which,         ^^' 
to  borrow  again  the  words  of  Charles  L^t,  "  the  solemn   lh.  21 : 
pai-t    .    .    .    has  been  most  delightful,  and  will  be  longest 
remembered." 

You  III.— 21 
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Wendell  Phillips  to  Elizabeth  Pease. 

Boston,  Mareli  9, 1851. 

The  Garrisons  and  ourselves  were  delighted  to  hear  again 
from  you,  and  see  your  welcome  handwriting.  We  had  talked 
you  over  oft«n  with  George  Thompson,  and  squeezed  out  of 
him  aU  the  news  we  could :  little  enough,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  at 
the  best.    But  your  own  hand  was  better  than  all. 

G.  T.'s  visit,  by  the  by,  has  had  a  wonderful  effect ;  caUing 
out  into  something  of  activity  some  who  were  alive  during  his 
former  stay,  but  had  fallen  off,  or  fallen  asleep,  in  the  long  and 
hard  trials  o£  the  years  since ;  and  some  who  were  awkwardly 
conscious  of  having  ratted  when  trouble  lowered,  and  longed 
for  some  occasion  that  would  open  the  door  for  a  return  with- 
out imposing  too  palpable  a  confession  of  repentance.  Then 
his  name  gathers  inunenae  audiences,  the  fame  of  his  former 
achievements  stiU  haunting  our  towns,  l3ie  plebeians  of  the  cause 
(the  converts  since  1835')  hankering  after  the  sound  of  that 
voice  whose  echoes  had  reached  them  in  the  stirring  tales  of  the 
nobles  of  earlier  conversion.  The  rage,  too,  of  opposition  raises 
him  into  an  object  of  universal  attention. 

It  is  generally  voted  that  he  has  not  grown  a  day  older  since 
1835,  though  the  dissentients  are  not  few.  Then  many  scold, 
more  langh,  at  his  snufE ;  but  his  vivaoity,  brilliancy,  and  variety 
of  accomplishment  in  private  hfe  ^  charm  every  one  that  has  the 
good  luck  to  get  near  him.  He  is  a  universal  idol.  His  project 
of  lecturing  on  general  topics  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been 
a  failure  even  had  no  disturbance  intervened  ^  to  prevent  it. 
Your  Enghsh  mode  of  lecture  is  so  totally  different  from  ours 
that,  lacking  the  impetus  of  being  abused,  he  would  have  got 
on  but  poorly  in  his  voyage.  As  it  is,  he  has  delivered  his  India 
course  in  five  or  six  towns,  and  with  tolerable  success,  owing  to 
the  extra  exertions  of  friends,  and  the  wish  of  many  to  hear  the 
"  Great  Unheard  "  without  compromising  their  dignity  by  being 
seen  in  an  abolition  meeting.    In  our  anti-slavery  gatherings 

s  Thompson  was  a  great  mlDiic,  and  practised  parlor  magic. 

3  As  at  Springfield,  Maaa,,  at  the  Inatigatioa  of  the  iiefWiWwuii  on  Feb. 
17, 18  {Lib.  21 :  31,  35.  41,  46,  49).  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Joshua 
E,  Giddings  asked  but  was  refnsed  lease  in  introduce  a  resolution  Inqoirii^ 
of  the  PresidentwhetherftBubject  of  the  British  crown,  and  also  a  member 
of  Parliament,  had  ijeen  recently  insulted  in  Springfield  and  Ids  personal 
liberty  endangered,  in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations  (Lib.  21 ;  34|. 
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his  speeches  liave  been  gi-and  and  eloqaent  beyond  all  deserip-    cbap.  XI. 
tion.    We  hope  that  his  visit  will  not  have  been  wholly  vuiu  to  " 

him  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.     ...  ^  ' 

Gtarrisott  was  to  have  gone  West  >■  with  Thompson  (who,  by 
the  by,  intends  to  see  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  the  fugitive -slave 
settlements  in  Canada  before  he  returns) ;  but  W.  L.  G.  has 
been,  for  a  fortn^ht,  confined  to  the  house,  and  part  of  the    Li6.  a:: 30, 
time  to  the  bed,  with  severe  pain  in  the  spine.     He  is  now  ^' 

better,  and  will  take  the  Uberalor  again.    His  health  has  been    Lib.  ai :  3a. 
annsually  good  the  past  winter,  and  he  has  done  an  immense 
amount  of  lecturing.^    .     .    . 

In  Boston,  all  is  activity — never  before  so  mueh  since  I  knew 
the  cause.  The  rescue  of  Shadraefa  has  set  the  whole  public  F16. 15. 
afire.  We  have  some  hundreds  of  fugitives  among  us.  The  '^^Jij^"*" 
oldest  are  alarmed.  I  had  an  old  woman  of  seventy  ask  my 
advice  about  flying,  tiiough  originaJly  free,  and  fearful  only  of 
being  caught  up  by  mistake.  Of  eonrse,  in  one  so  old  and 
valueless  there  was  no  temptation  to  mistake,  but  in  others  it 
is  horrible  to  see  the  distress  of  families  torn  apart  at  this  in- 
clement season,  and  the  working  head  forced  to  leave  good 
employment,  and  seek  not  employment  so  mueli  as  the  chance 
of  it  in  the  narrow,  unenterprising,  and  overstocked  market  of 
Canada.  Our  Vigilance  Committee  meets  every  night.  The 
escapes  have  been  providential.  Since  Shadrach's  ease,  nigh  a 
hundred  have  left  the  city.  The  way  we  get  new^  of  warrants 
is  surprising.  One  officer  was  boasting  to  one  of  oiur  members, 
■whom  he  did  not  know  to  be  such,  that  now  they  had  a  fellow 
in  sight,  and  he  would  be  arrested  by  1  o'clock.  Our  friend 
lounged  carelessly  away,  told  what  he  'd  heard,  and  by  12  the 
poor  fellow  described  was  steaming  it  on  iron  lines  to  Canada. 
Another,  at  work  on  a  wharf,  came  out  of  his  employer's  store,  lu.  21 :  35 
saw  his  old  master  before  him,  heard  him  wMstk,  thoi^ht  that 
was  as  much  of  such  music  as  he  eared  to  wait  for,  dived  into 
the  cellar,  up  the  back  door,  and  "  has  not  been  heard  tell  of," 
as  BaiUie  Nicol  Jarvie  says,  sinee.  ^^^  /p„j,. 

There  have  been  several  as  close  escapes  as  that,  and  there  are 
still  quite  a  number  of  Southerners  here.    It  is  said  privately 

1  That  is,  to  Central  and  Western  New  York. 

»  We  cannot,  in  tie  course  of  this  narrative,  adequately  depict  Mr,  Gar- 
rison's labors  as  a  leetarer  eoacurreutly  with,  his  joumHlistie  activity.  His 
addresses  annually  away  from  BoBton  often  averaged  more  than  one  a 
fortnight,  Saturday  and  Sunday  were  the  customaxy  suburban  days,  as 
being  freest  from  the  printing-office. 
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Chap.  xi.    that  all  they  want  is  one  from  SoBton,  to  show  the  discontented 

j^j         ones  at  home  that  it  can  be  done  ;  and  our  merchants  groan  at 

the  trade  they  lose  by  the  hatred  the  South  bears  us  because 

she  has  not  yet  brought  Boston  under.    Our  business  streets 

are  markedly  quiet.    But  we  hope  the  same  spirit  is  alive  as 

Biiiioa  Port  laughed  to  scorn  the  mother  country  shutting  up  oar  harbor  to 
■  ^''^'-  starve  us  into  compliance.  "Webster,  too  (like  your  Lord  North), 
the  infamous  New  Hampshire  renegade,  threatens  to  line  our 
streets  with  soldiers.^  We  've  seen  none,  opposed  to  us,  since 
the  redcoats;  the  Government,  which  wishes  to  succeed  to  the 
hatred  they  earned  for  their  employers,  had  better  send  us  their 


I  need  not  enlarge  on  this ;  but  the  iong  evening  s 
debates  about  secret  escapes  —  plans  to  evade  where  we  can't 
resist — the  door  watched  that  no  spy  may  ent^r— the  whisper- 
ing consultations  of  the  morning —  some  putting  property  out 
of  their  hands,  planning  to  incur  penalties,  and  planning  also 
that,  in  ease  of  conviction,  the  Government  may  get  nothing 
from    them  —  the    doing,    and    answering    no    questions  — 
intimates  forbearing  to  ask  the  knowledge  which  it  may  be 
dangerous  to  have  —  all  remind  one  of  those  foreign  scenes 
which  have  hitherto  been  known  to  us,  transatlantic  repubhcans, 
only  in  books.    Yet  we  enjoy  ourselves  richly,  and  I  doubt 
Ante,  f  144    whether  more  laughing  is  done  anywhere  than  in  anti-slavery 
parlors.     We  meet  sometimes  in  an  estabhshment  whose  noble 
owner  had  a  slave  in  his  employ,  and  kept  him  amid  100 
Baroa  Hay-   workmen  who  resolved  to  receive  the  marshal  d  ta  Haynau  and 
"""c'l^i^'  '^  (""ewers,  if  he  made  the  arrest ;  and  let  it  be  known  that  the 
Perkias's     establishment  had  constantly  on  hand  hot  water  and  cold,  some 
^™^j      dirty  and  some  clean.    The  marshal  2  offered  to  make  the  arrest 
£i#.2o;i6o.   if  the  claimant  woidd  precede  and  point  out  the  man.    The 
claimant  declined,  went  to  Washington,  complained,  and  it  was 
Lii.  31:30.    during  the  marshal's  absence  to  answer  that  complaint  that 

Shadrach  was  rescued  from  his  deputy. 
Jarms  A'.        Buffum  was  boasting,  rather  unadvisedly,  while  he  was  giv- 
Bugum.      jjjg  jjj^ii  fuj,  Lewis  Hayden,3  that  he  heard  Shadrach  pray  while 

J  See  the  orders  iaaued  by  the  Secretariea  of  War  and  of  tho  Nutj  oq  Feb. 
17,  1851,  in  consequence  of  the  Shadrach.  rescue  (lAh.  21 :  39). 

a  Charlea  Devens,  afterwards  a  General  in  the  civil  war  and  U.  S. 
Attorney-General  under  President  Hayes'B  Administration. 

s  A  f ugitiye  slave  from  Kentucky  in  1844,  become  a  leading  colored  dti- 
len  of  Boston ;  one  of  the  staunchest  friends  of  Mr.  Garriaon.  He  wsa  an 
efficient  member  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  and  among  the  "  rescuers  "  of 
the  fugitive  Shadrach,  and  was  duly  brought  t«  trial  by  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
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on  his  way  to  the  Cansidas,  "and  said  amen  to  the  prayer."  Chaf 

"  Why,  that,"  said  Mr.  Commissioner  Hallett,!  of  course  partly  ^^ 
injest,"  is  aiding aiidabetting  the  fi^tive."    "  Well,  Theodore 

Parker  prayed  for  him  publicly,"  said  James.    "  Oh,  that  's  j,  ai 

nothing,"  replied  Hallett ;   "  the  Lord  would  not  answer  his  -"^ 

prayers  "  !    When  we  told  Theodore,  he  said ;  "  Well,  then,  the  Jf^ 

Government  is  in  this  category :  the  prayers  which  the  Lord  "' 
will  endorse  and  answer  are  illegal ;  those  he  will  not  answer 


The  case  of  Shadraeh  was  one  of  fonr  which,  preeminent- 
ly, in  the  year  1851,  revealed  to  the  North  the  real  meaning 
of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  as  a  precursor  of  disunion  and 
civil  war.^  The  war — or,  more  properly,  then  as  in  1861, 
the  pro-slavery  invasion  —  in  fact  began  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  as  was  first  made  clear  when,  on  February  lh.  21 
15, 1851,  pending  apostpouement  of  Shadraoh's  case  before 
Commissioner  George  T.  Curtis,  in  Boston,  the  prisoner 
was  lost  to  view  in  the  crowd  of  his  own  color  that  filled 
the  eourt-rooin.  This  simple  incident,  which  would  scarce- 
ly have  furnished  the  press  with  a  police  item  had  a  pick- 
pocket  been  thus  spirited  away,  created  a  prodigious 
uproar  at  Washington. 

"  '  The  head  and  front  of  the  offending,'  in  this  instance  —  Lii.  z 
what  is  it  H  "  asked  Mr.  Garrison  a  week  later.  "  A  sudden  rush 
of  a  score  or  two  of  raiarmed  friends  of  equal  liberty — an 
uninjurious  deliverance  of  the  oppressed  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
oppressor — the  quiet  transportation  of  a  slave  out  of  this  slavery- 
ruled  land  to  the  free  soU  of  Upper  Canada  1  Nobody  injured, 
nobody  wronged,  but  simply  a  chattel  transformed  into  a  man, 
and  conducted  to  a  spot  whereon  he  can  glorify  God  in  his  body 
and  spirit,  which  are  hie ! 

ment,  with  otiere,  botli  white  and  black  flAb.  21 :  3S,  3fl,  43,  87,  94,  97,  99, 
179,  [183]).  It  was  at  his  honse,  barricaded  and  armed,  that  George  Thomp- 
son visited  William  and  Ellen  Craft  on  Sunday,  Nov.  3, 1850  (Mb.  21 :  153). 
1  Benjamin  P.  Haliett.  Men,  quantum  muiotas  ai  Ulo  (ante,  1 :  482;  2  ; 
32,  43, 187).    See  his  own  account  of  bis  pro-slayery  baokeHdiiig  in  Idb. 

a  The  other  three  were  the  rendition  of  Thomas  Sima,  the  Christiana  (Pa.) 
armed  encounter,  in  which  a  slaveholder  and  his  son  were  slain  {Lii.  21 ; 
151, 155, 158,  161.  163, 169, 175,  [182],  193,  202 ;  22 : 5),  and  the  Jerry  rescue 
at  Syracnse,  N.  Y. 


J  by  Google 


326  WtLilAM   liOYD   GARRISON.  [^fr.  46. 

Chap.  XI.        "  And  yet,  how  all  the  fiends  of  the  pit  are  writhing  and  yell- 

j^j         ing !    Not  tormented  before  their  time,  but  jnst  at  the  right 

time.    Truly,  '  devils  with  devils  damned  firm  eoneord  hold'  1 

Feb.  i8,      The  President  of  the  United  States  is  out  with  his  Proelamation 

ai-'i       **^  Terror,  conveying  it  to  us  in  tones  of  thunder  and  on  the 

wings  of  the  lightning ;  even  as  though  in  the  old  Bay  State 

chaos  had  come  again,  and  a  iQillion  of  foreign  myrmidons  were 

invading  our  shores !    A  poor,  hunted,  entrapped  fugitive  slave 

is  dexterously  removed  from  the  coui't-room,  and  the  whole  land 

is  shaten !    A  hundred  free,  white  citizens  of  the  North  may  be 

thrown  iato  prison,  or  tarred  and  feathered,  or  compelled  to  flee 

for  their  lives  at  the  South,  on8uspicionofheingm,orally  averse 

to  the  slave  system ;  i  but  who  eares  !    A  thousand  colored  sea- 

Anie,  f.  gs.  men  of  the  North  may  be  incarcerated  in  loathsome  cells,  and 
compelled  to  pay  for  their  imprisonment,  though  guiltless  of 
crime,  and  even  sold  into  slavery  on  the  auction-block  at  the 
South  J  but  whose  breast  bums  with  indignation,  or  what  voice 
calls  for  redress  ?  Official  State  Commissioners,  venerable  for 
their  years  and  esteemed  for  their  worth,  sent  to  the  South  to 

Ante,  t- 130-  test  the  constitutionality  of  such  atrocious  acts,  are  driven  away 
by  lawless  violence,  and  not  allowed  to  remain  on  the  soil ;  but 
where  is  the  Presidential  Proclamation  calling  on  the  people  of 
the  South  to  obey  the  laws  and  observe  their  Constitutional  obh- 
gations  %  But  a  solitary  slave  in  Boston  is  plucked  as  a  brand 
from  the  btiming,  and  forthwith  a  Cabinet  council  is  held,  and 

ii*,  21:30.  behold  a  menacingProclamation,  bearing  the  signature  of  Mil- 
lard Fillmore,  President  of  the  United  States !  Heney  Clay 
—  with  onefoot  in  the  grave,and  just  ready  to  have  both  body 
and  soul  cast  into  hell  —  as  if  eager  to  make  his  damnation 
Feb.  18,      doubly  sure,  rises  in  the  U.  S.  Senate  and  proposes  an  inquiry 

'*S' ; -^J*-  into  the  expediency  of  passing  yet  another  law,  by  which  every 
one  who  shall  dare  peep  or  mutter  against  the  execution  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill  shall  have  his  life  crushed  out !  "  ^ 

iSee,  this  very  year,  the  oases  of  ElijahTV,  HarriH,  aciiool-teaoher  at  Clin- 
ton, S.  C.  (tarred  and  feathered— ii6.  21 ;  26) ;  Dr.  Larkin  B.  Coles,  phy- 
elolan  and  pbysiologioal  lecturer,  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  (imprisoned  —  lAi.  21 : 
31) ;  Bev.  Edward  Mathews,  Baptist  preacher,  at  Richmond,  Ey.  (ducked  in 
a.  pond^  £16.  21 :  41,  46) ;  Eev.  Jesse  McBride,  Wesleyan  preacher,  near 
Greensboro',  N.  C.  (eipelled  the  State  —Lib.  21 :  98), 

2  Clay  was  especially  horrified  hecause  the  rescue  of  Shadraeh  had  heen 
effected  by  "  a  band  wbo  are  not  of  our  people,"  so  that  the  question  arose 
"  whether  the  government  of  white  men  Is  to  he  yielded  to  a  goTemment 
by  blacks"  fHS.  21 ;  34).  The  Federal  authorities  in  Boston  tookadifferent 
view  and  arrested  some  white  abettors  — EliiutWr^ht  for  one  {lAh.  21 ; 
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Webster  gave  the  keynote  oi  the  Govermnent  prosecu-    Chap.  xi. 
tionswheOfinhis  letter  to  the  Union  Safety  Committee  of        is^i. 
New  York,  he  said  the  rescue  of  Shadrach  was,  "  strictly   lh.  «>:  37. 
speaMng,  a  ease  of  treason."  Judge  Peleg  Sprague  labori-         ^  ' 
ously  enforced  the  same  rid jeulous  view  in  his  "atheisti-   zi*.ao:6i. 
cal  chaise"  to  the  Grand  Jury,  as  later  did  Judge  B.  E.  Lib.  ao;i7i. 
Curtis.  But  ere  the  juries  empanelled  to  convict  disagreed   Ui.  ai:  94. 
or  acquitted,  in  the  month  of  April  the  case  of  Thomas     ^' 
Sims  plunged  the  community  into  fresh  and  more  intense   m.  si :  5s, 
excitement,  and  this  time  the  South  was  gratified  of  its      ^^' 
heart's  desire  to  humble  Boston  by  carrying  off  its  prey. 
The  city  Government — which  had  placed  its  police  at  the    lh.st.ss, 
service  of  kidnappers  —  surrounded  the  court-house  with 
chains,  kept  the  militia  in  the  Faneuil  Hall  barracks,    Lii.22.63. 
and  furnished   an  escort  all   the  way  to  Savannah  to 
the  claimant's  agent  and  victim  returning  by  sea.    That 
which  Mr.  Garrison  had  thought  impossible  under  thi?  Ante.f.'n.e. 
shadow  of  Bunker  Hill  took  place  amid  the  rejoicing   z;*.2i:65. 
of  the  newspaper  organs  of  the  respectability  of  Boston, 
if  also  amid  the  tolling  of  bells  in  the  country  towns,  and   Lib.  2 
after  such  moral  and  legal  resistance  and  annoyance  as   ui.  2 
made  the  rendition   seem  to  the  South  a  Pyrrhic  vie-    zw.  2 

30,  33).  Senator  JeSerson  Dayis,  treating  the  rescne  as  the  reaistanoe  of 
Maasaohuaetts  heraeif ,  a  sovereign  State,  gare  notioe  that  he  wonld  not  Toto 
to  enforce  her  obedience  with  army  and  navy  (lAh.  21 :  34).  On  Feb.  21, 
Mr.  Clay  pitied  rather  than  blamed  tbe  deluded  blacks,  and  in-Toked  pun- 
ishment on  those  who  made  tools  of  them.  "  There  has  been  lutrodoeed," 
he  SMd,  "  a  man  named  Thompaon,  who  was  said,  to  be  a  memher  of  Pat^ 
Uameiit,  to  disturb  and  a^tate  the  people,  and  that  police  \rhich  could  find 
time  and  the  means  to  attend  and  protect  this  foreign  eroiesary  in  his 
disunion  addresses,  could  not  give  their  aid  to  execute  a  law  of  the  United 
States.  He  little  supposed  that  anymemberof  Congress  would  be  tolerated 
a  moment  in  England  mho  would  go  to  Birmingham  and  Manchester,  and 
there  denounce  the  law  of  primogeniture,  the  aristocracy,  and  the  crown 
itself.  Such  a  man  would  be  justly  denounced  by  every  loyal  Britieh  sub- 
ject, and  he  would  be  put  out  of  the  country;  and  here  this  Thompson  is 
received  with  open  arms,  encouraged,  by  men  professing  to  be  Americans, 
in  preaching  sedition  and  disunion  "  (lAh.  21 ;  34).  Senator  Cass  of  Michi- 
gan, following  Clay,  and  not  being  averse  to  seconding,  his  mob  incentive, 
"  referred  to  tie  conduct  of  this  miscreant  Thompson,  and  said  that  if  a 
member  of  Congress  should  do  tn  England  what  Thompson  had  done 
in  this  c<)untry,  be  would  be  sent  to  Botany  Bay  "  ^lAh.  21 :  34.  C£.  21 ; 
101), 
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Chap,  XI.    tory.'    Josiah  Quiney,  also  e,  disappointed  prophet,  said 
ibJi.        to  Richard  H.  Dana,  Jr. : 

Z;*.  21:83.  "When  the  [Fugitive  Slave]  law  passed,  I  did  think  the  moral 
Ants.f.-^l.  sense  of  the  commimity  Tcould  not  enforce  it;  I  said  that  it 
never  would  be.  Bat  now  I  find  that  my  fellow -citizens  are 
not  only  s«6mi3siM  to,  but  that  they  are  earnestly  active  for,  its 
enforcement.  The  Boston  of  1851  is  not  the  Boston  of  1775, 
Boston  has  now  become  a  mere  shop  —  a  place  for  buying  and 
selling  goods ;  and  I  suppose,  also,  of  bwyinff  and  selling  men."  ^ 

Where,  in  such  a  time  as  this,  should  the  American 

Anti-Slavery  Society  hold  its  anniversary?    Thompson's 

triumphant  toot  through  Central  New  York  had  given 

MSS.Mar,   the  surest  indication.     He  had  had  great  audiences  at 

TA^pmio  Rochester,  the  curiosity  to  see  him  being  enhanced  by 

^M^.  16'    *^^  abuse  oJ  a  portion  of  the  press,  and  vain  efforts  to 

f'w ^i"c    ^"^"^^  *^^  ™'^^  spirit.    At  Syracuse,  five  slaves  appeared 

lib.  21 :  43.    with  him  upon  the  platform.     At  Peterboro',  Gerrit  Smith 

4  .47.49.50-   g^yg  jjjjji  ^]jg  warmest  welcome,  which  in  an  advertising 

placard  he  also  extended  to  "William  Lloyd  Garrison, 

the  most  distinguished  and    meritorious  of  American 

abolitionists" — then  anticipating  his  presence.    Abby 

'  The  N.  Y.  Herald  e.stiiriated  that  the  captare,  trial,  and  return  of  Sims 
cost  the  Pedersl  Govemment  nearly  S600G,  and  Ms  owner  half  as  mach 
(lAh.  23 :  77).  The  sum  of  *90,000  inserted  in  the  Deflciency  Bill  by  the 
Senate  of  the  31at  Congress  (session  1851-52)  for  "Judicial  Especses"  was 
ascribed  to  the  eiecution  of  the  Furtive  Slave  Law. 

a  Sims  was  carried  off  on  Sftturdfty,  April  12,  1S51  {lAb.  21 :  62),  a  week 
before  the  anniversary  of  the  batUe  of  Lexington.  This  latter  ancestral 
date  Theodore  Parker  affixed  to  a  poster  which  he  sent  on  the  next  Sunday 
night  to  his  parishioner  and  fellow-member  of  the  Vigilance  Committee, 
Francis  Jackson,  recommending  it  to  be  "printed  privately  at  the  Anti- 
Slavery  OfBce  "  and  "  put  up  to-morrow  ni^S(,  so  that  nobody  shall  know 
who  did  it  "(MS,).  The  MS.  draft  reads:  "CAUTION!  Colored  People 
OF  Boston,  onb  and  ali.  :  Yon  are  hereby  respeetfuUj-  taviumeA  and  ad- 
vised to  avoid  eonvereing  with  the  Watchmen  and  Powob  Obtioebs  op 
Boston.  For  since  the  recent  order  of  the  Mayor  and  A  Mermen,  they  are 
empowered  to  act  ea  KIDNAPPERS  and  SLAVE  CATCHERS.  And  they 
have  already  been  actually  employed  in  KidnappinO,  CATcmNS,  and  Keep- 
DJO  Slaves.  TherefOFe,  If  you  value  your  Liberty  and  (he  Welfare  oj 
THE  FcaiTtvES  among  you,  SHUN  them  in  every  possible  manner  as  so 
many  Hodnds  on  the  track  of  the  most  nufortnnate  of  your  race.  Keep 
A  Sharp  Lookout  fob  Kidnappebs,  and  have  a  Tor  Eye  open. — April 
IBtb,  1S51." 
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Kelley  Foster  wrote  on  March  16,  from  Rochester,  beg-  m.s. 
ging  Mr.  Garrison  to  join  Thompson  on  his  return  from 
Canada,  and  leetore  with  him  en  route  to  the  American 
anoiversary  meeting.  Central  New  York  was  ripe  for 
the  harvest.  She  thought  a  State  Anti-Slavery  Society 
might  be  recreated.  Her  husband  likewise  wrote  from 
Lockport  to  Mr.  Garrison  on  March  31,  telling  of  the  ms. 
great  disappointment  caused  by  the  latter's  failure  to 
accompany  Thompson.  The  desire  to  hear  him  was  strong 
in  places  where  he  could  have  done  more  good  than  the 
greater  orator.  "  Tour  mere  presence  ia  a  meeting," 
contiuued  Mr.  Foster,  "  though  you  were  as  speechless  as 
an  Egyptian  mummy,  would  often  do  more  to  remove 
prejudice  against  our  cause,  and  secure  the  cooperation 
of  the  weU-disposed,  than  hours  of  the  best  speaking  from 
any  other  person."  New  York  State  offered  a  most 
important  field  of  labor,  and  all  circumstances  pointed 
to  Syracuse  as  the  place  for  holding  the  next  American 
anniversary.  Driven  out  of  New  York  city,  it  could  not 
safely  be  held  in  Brooklyn.  Moifeover,  said  Mr.  Foster : 
"I  am  willing  to  encounter  mobsif  neeessaiy;  but  if  we 
can  accomplish  the  same  object  without  it,  as  I  thin^  we 
can  in  this  case,  I  prefer  it  rather." 

Syracuse  was,  in  fine,  selected  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee when  no  hall  was  found  to; be  obtaifiable  in  New    Lii.xi-.s^. 
York  or  Brooklyn ;  and  Mr.  Garrison,  accompanied  by  his     ms.  Apr. 
wife,  rejoined  Mr.  Thompson^nnder  the  hallowed  roof  of    s°'j^Say 
Samuel  J.  May.     The  meetings,  which  began  on  May  7,   '"  ^-  ^- '' 
seemed  like  a  revival'of  the  old  anti-slavery  harmony  and 
enthusiasm.    Mr.  Garrison,  in  order  to  introduce  the  new-    ub.'ii-.ZT.. 
comers  to  the  citizens  of  Syracuse,  asked  Mr.  May  to  read 
the  Declaration  of  Sentiments  adopted  at  Philadelphia  in 
1833  —  proof  that  the  abolitionists  were  a  law-abiding  and 
not  a  mob-producing  class.     Gerrit  Smith  gave  greeting 
—  "  Joy,  then,  to  you,  William  Lloyd  Garrison ;  to  you, 
George  Thompson ! "    Mr.  May  answered  for  the  anti- 
slavery  sentiment  of  the  town,  by  reference  to  the  early 
mass  meetings  in  defiance  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  over 
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which  the  Mayor  presided.^  Edmund  Quiney  dwelt  on  the 
impudeaee  of  the  outcry  against  foreign  interference,  by  a 
nation  helped  into  existence  by  Lafayette  and  Kosciusko. 
Thompson,  who  spoke  repeatedly,  referred  to  the  contem- 
plated bringing  over  of  Kossuth  to  the  United  States  in  a 
;  national  vessel,  and  said  he  should  "  doubt  the  patriotism 
and  love  of  liberty  of  every  man  who  comes  from  revolu- 
tionary Europe  to  these  shores  to  accept  the  hospitality 
of  slaveholders.  If  he  be  a  patriot,  a  lover  of  liberty, 
whether  he  fly  from  the  bants  of  the  Danube,  the  Seine, 
or  the  Tiber,  let  him  go  to  New  England,  and  find  a  home 
with  the  persecuted  and  maligned  abolitionists  of  the 
country  I  Let  him  throw  in  his  lot  with  them ;  let  him 
range  himself  under  the  banner  of  'JTo  Union  wifh 
Tyrants  ! ' "  Francis  Jackson  and  Samuel  May,  Jr. ; 
James  Mott  and  J.  Miller  McKim ;  Abraham  Brooke  of 
Ohio ;  Abby  Kelley  Foster,  H.  C.  Wright,  and  Parker 
Pillsbury,  were  likewise  heard  or  seen  at  this  meeting. 
William  Goodell  was  present ;  and  William  H.  Burleigh, 
who  had  strayed  into  the  Liberty  Party  fold,  recanted  of 
his  bitter  opposition  to  his  old  abolition  co-workers.  Fred- 
erick Douglass,  on  the  other  hand,  avowed  his  radical 
change  of  mind  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  he  now  looked  upon  as  an  anti-slavery 
instrument. 

On  Daniel  Webster,  as  the  ex-officio  custodian  of  the 
law  of  treason,  this  meeting  had  a  very  irritating  effect. 
Three  weeks  afterwards,  chance  brought  him  to  Syracuse, 
as  companion  of  the  President  on  their  journey  to  cele- 
brate the  completion  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  "  The  God- 
like "  no  longer,  but  "  an  ordinary -looking,  poor,  decrepit 
old  man,  whose  limbs  could  scarce  support  him;  lank 
with  age ;  whose  sluggish  legs  were  somewhat  concealed 
by  an  overshadowing  abdomen ;  with  head  downcast,  and 
arms  shrivelled  and  dangling  almost  helpless  by  his  side, 
and  incapable  of  being  magnetized  for  the  use  of  the 
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orator,"  he  denounced  disobedience  to  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  as  treason.  "  Depend  upon  it,"  he  said,  "  the  law  Lib.  21 
will  be  executed  in  its  spirit  and  to  its  letter.  It  will  he 
executed  in  all  the  great  cities — here  in  Syracuse  —  in 
the  midst  of  the  next  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  if  the 
occasion  shall  arise.  Then  we  shall  see  what  becomes  of 
their  lives  and  their  sacred  honor."  Yes,  it  wonld  indeed 
be  seen,  and  not  tardily. 

It  had  already  appeared  how  Webster's  fate  was  bound 
up  with  that  of  the  class  of  men  who  "  not  infrequently   LH.  31 
said    .     .     .     that  the  Constitution  is  horn  of  hell — that 
it  is  the  work  of  the  devU."  ^     The  Massachusetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society's  apphoation  for  Faneuil  Hall  having  been 
refused  in  January,  on  the  ground  of  Thompson's  intended    Lib.  2 
participation  in  its  proceedings,  a  like  petition  from  the 
friends  of  Webster  wishing  to  give  him  a  reception  there 
on  April  17  had  to  be  rejected  —  partly  in  consistency,    Lib.^-. 
and  partly  in  consequence  of  the  excitement  caused  by  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law's  having  just  been  "  executed  in  its 
spirit  and  to  the  letter  "  in  the  ease  of  Sims.    This  affront, 
though  immediately  withdrawn  in  the  most  abject  manner,    Ub.  = 
rankled  in  Webster's  breast  as  perhaps  no  other  treatment 
in  his  life  had  ever  done ;  nor  could  the  exclusion  of  the    Lib.n 
New  England  Anti-Slavery  Convention  from  the  same 
hali,  coincidently  with  his  speech  at  Syracuse,  bring  him 
peace  of  mind.    An  effort  by  placards  to  incite  an  Irish   Lib.  a 
,  mob  against  Thompson  at  this  Convention  failed  to  dis- 
turb the  occasion  even  in  the  ordinary  manner.   He  who,  at 
the  last  session  of  Parliament,  had  exerted  himself  to  the    lu.  2 
utmost  to  prevent  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  in  Ireland ;  in  November,  1847,  had  resisted  every 
measure  of  coercion  proposed  by  the  Government,  and 
demanded  the  abolition  of  the  Protestant  Estabhshment 
—  this  co-worker  with  O'Connell  while  he  lived,  andloyal 

1  Webster  hfid  just  dtreeted  the  Syraeusans  to  the  Bitle  for  their  rule  of 
conduct  with  reference  to  !he  Fugitive  Slsve  Law.  GTeater  familiarity  with 
the  book  would  have  enabled  him  to  recognize  the  Scriptural  source  of  Mr. 
Garriaon's  famous  portraiture  of  Vbe  Constitution. 
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HAP.  XI.    adherent  to  the  cause  of  Irish  hberty  after  the  Emanci- 
1851.       pater's  death,  was  (but  not  for  these  services)  allowed  in 

■4.21:94.  pea«e  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Grarrison's  resolution  of  thanks 
for  his  "singularly  well-timed  visit,"  and  of  farewell, 
from  New  Bngiaud  abolitionists: 

a.  31  ;94.  "  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  rejoice  that  I  have  been  per- 
mitted to  mingle  once  again  with  the  aboUtionists  of  America ; 
and  I  confess  to  the  conviction  that  a  band  of  purer,  more  earnest, 
more  self-sacrificing  reformers  does  not  exist  in  the  world,  never 
has  existed,  and  never  will  exist,  than  the  abolitionists  of  this 
country;  and  that  their  triumph  is  decreed,  I  feel  certain,  I 
know  that  many  a  Balaam,  tempted  and  bribed  by  the  Moabites, 
has  gone  up  to  curse  them ;  but  I  also  know  that  there  is  One 
that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  that  hath  said,  '  They  are  blessed 
and  they  shall  be  blessed.'  I  know  the  curse  shall  not  pros- 
per, but  shall  recoil  upon  themselves,  and  that  the  blessing 
which  has  been  promised  shall  remain  unto  the  end.  (Great 
cheerily,) 

"  Sir,  my  stay  in  this  country  has  been  lengthened  beyond 
theperiodi  had  originally  intended.    Somemayaskwbyl  have 

'te.f.yA.   remained  so  long?    Let  the  mobocrats  of  Faneuil  Hall  answer! 

tie.p.  377.  (Applause.)  I  have  stayed  to  trouble  Mr.  Clay,  who  could  not 
avoid  insulting  me  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate-house,  assisted  by 
the  Dodges  and  Casses  aronnd  him.  You  will  find  the  reason 
of  my  stay  here  in  the  attempt  of  the  Slave  Power,  and  its 
minions  and  myrmidons  thronghout  the  country,  to  prevent  me 
from  speaking  in  America.  I  have  remained  here  to  test  the 
right  of  free  speech.  (Cheers.)  I  have  conquered^  (renewed 
cheers)  —  but  it  has  not  been  because  of  the  faithfulness  of 
officials  to  their  oath  or  to  the  principles  of  freedom.  I  have 
conquered  because  the  children  of  the  Puritans  have  not  for- 
gotten their  ancestry,  and  will  not  yield  the  right  of  free  speech 
themselves,  nor  the  right  of  listening  to  a  man  who  is  deter- 
mined to  apeak  for  himself.  I  have  been  heard  gladly  in 
various  sections  of  the  North  ;  nor  have  the  men  of  property 
and  standing  even  of  that  distinguished  town  in  your  Common- 

tts,f.-^.  wealth  [Springfield],  who  sought  to  gag  my  Ups,  been  able  to 
prevent  my  speaking  to  approving  and  applauding  audiences 
among  them.  I  say  that  I  gather  from  my  own  experience  sure 
indications  of  the  coming  triumph ;  and  1  cannot  look  around 
this  assembly  without  drawing  from  it  an  augury  of  the  success 
of  the  great  principles  for  which  we  contend.     .     .     . 
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"  I  have  been  greatly  refreshed  by  my  visit  to  this  country,  chap.  XI. 
I  shall  return  with  a,  vast  aeenmulation  of  facts  upon  the  subject  ^  ~ 
of  slavery,  and  illustrative  of  the  universality  of  the  Slave 
Power,  These  facts  and  illustrations  I  shall,  whenever  I  have 
the  opportunity,  spread  before  my  countrymen,  with  such 
commentaries  as  will  enable  them  to  understand  the  true 
position  of  the  great  question.  ...  I  will  try  to  make 
the  people  of  England  understand  the  nature  of  the  benefit 
which  this  discussion  is  conferring  upon  those  who  embrace 
soand  views :  how  such  persons  are  coming  to  the  apprecia- 
tion of  great  truths  long  corrupted  or  concealed  by  slavery ; 
how  they  are  beginning  to  walk  in  a  clearer  hght,  and  to 
regard  men  and  things  from  a  higher  point  and  through  a 
juster  medium;  how,  whilst  promulgating  purer  doctrines, 
they  are  daily  gaining  knowledge  and  experience,  and  are 
esercising  fortitude  and  faith  and  perseverance.  ...  To 
those  before  me  who  are  laboring  in  this  canse,  I  would  say, — 
You  are  not  laboring  for  your  country  alone,  but  for  the  'world. 
Make  haste  to  free  this  land  from  the  pollution  of  slavery,  and 
your  character  from  the  stain  it  has  cast  upon  it, — then  shall 
your  righteousness  go  before  you,  your  influence,  like  another 
atmosphere,  shall  encircle  the  globe,  and  yon  shall  be  the  heralds 
and  the  instruments  of  freedom  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
(Loud  cheers.) " 

It  was  high  time,  for  physical  reasons,  that  Mr.  Thomp- 
son should  be  taking  his  departure.    His  proposed  rest 
during  the  Parliameotary  recess  had  been  turned  into  a 
gigantic  labor,  -which  returned  him  to  his  owu  country 
almost  a  used-up  man.    With  an  excursion  to  Philadel-    £13.21:94, 
phia  during  the  first  week  in  June,  he  closed  Ms  American        ^  ' 
tour.     There  remained  the  farewell  soiree  arranged  for 
him  by  vote  of  the  New  England  Convention,  and  held  in    Li6.zi;<^. 
Boston  on  June  16  in  the  large  hall  over  the  Albany  Kail-    nk  21:1)8, 
road  depot — a  feast  at  which  more  than  a  thousand  plates 
were  spread.  Edmund  Quiney  of  right  presided.   Phillips 
and  Parker  were  among  the  speakers.    Garrison  delivered  ii#.ai:ioi. 
the  parting  address.    It  was  a  glorious  occasion,  hut  we 
must  pass  over  its  details. 

Thompson  sailed  in  the  America  on  June  25,  and,  with  za. 
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.  dissatisfied  with  Ms  long  absence  Ijeyond  the  reopening  of 
Parliament.  He  pleaded  the  pressing  engagements  throat 
upon  him, his  accepting  to-day  "invitations  for  to-morrow, 
reluetanfc,  when  the  fields  were  white  unto  the  harvest,  to 
qnit  them  without  putting  iu  the  sickle,  and  gathering 
something  more  into  the  garner  of  human  liberty  " ;  his 
resolve  to  vindicate  free  speech  in  his  own  person.  "  I 
am  convinced,"  he  said,  "  that,  measuring  the  comparative 
value  of  my  labors,  not  by  the  limits  of  this  borough,  nor 
by  the  limits  of  these  islands,  bat  by  the  limits  of  the 
globe  itself  and  of  the  human  race,  I  was  doing,  and  did 
do,  a  work  in  America  which  I  could  not  have  aeeom- 
pHshed  to  the  same  extent  elsewhere." 

"  Allow  me  to  say,  that  had  I  remained  for  ease,  (eisnre, 
emolument,  recreation,  I  should  have  condemned  myself  before 
I  had  appeared  to  receive  your  censure.  I  was  not  botanizing 
on  the  Himalayas ;  I  was  not  pursuing  antiquarian  researches 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nile ;  I  was  not  gazing'  upon  the  sublimities 
of  the  Alps  or  the  Andes ;  I  was  not  putting  my  legs  under  the 
tables  of  the  bloated  planters  of  the  South,  or  truckling  poh- 
ticians  of  the  North,  of  America.  I  was  feeing  labors,  perils, 
persecutions,  and  obloquy,  in  the  cause  of  the  most  oppressed 
and  degraded  of  the  human  race.     .    .    . 

"  Of  all  institutions  of  personal  slavery,  looked  at  in  connec- 
tion with  its  safeguards  and  its  origin, —  of  all  the  institutions  of 
slavery  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  there  are  none  so  unmitigatedly 
bad,  so  inexcusably  atrocious,  so  colossal  in  their  felonious  as- 
pect, so  diametrically  opposed  to  the  professions  and  practices 
of  the  people  that  encourage  and  support  them,  as  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  the  United  States  of  America.  Thereisnorepub- 
Hcanism  in  America  while  slavery  exists.  The  cause  of  liberty 
throughout  the  world  is  maimed  and  bleeding  while  slavery 
exists  there.  We  preach  Democracy  in  vain  in  England  while 
a  Tory  and  Conservative  can  point  us  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  say :  '  There  are  19,000,000  of  the  human  race, 
free,  absolutely ;  every  man  heir-apparent  to  the  throne ;  gov- 
erning themselves  —  the  government  of  all,  by  all,  for  aU ;  but, 
instead  of  being  a  consistent  repubhc,  it  is  one  wide-spread  con- 
federacy of  free  men  for  the  enslavement  of  an  entire  nation  erf 
another  complexion.'  While  that  institution  lasts,  the  experi- 
ment of  men  to  govern  themselves  has  not  been  proved  to  be 


J  by  Google 


GEOEGE  THOMPSON,   M.  P,  iSd 

one ;  for  there  is  no  virtue  in  loving  freedom  for    chap.  XI. 
ourselves."  ~ 

Of  the  Syraetisans  at  least  this  selfish  love  of  freedom 
could  not  be  predicated.  The  freemen's  spirit  which 
had  welcomed  Thompson  and  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  in  confirmation  of  the  local  defiance  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law,  wrested,  on  October  1,  ISoljtheslaveJerry  Lib.zi-.i&s, 
by  force  from  the  clutches  of  the  police,  and  rebuked  the  ^  ' 
dishonoring  prophecy  of  the  apostate  Webster.  Ante, p.  331. 

Samuel  J.  May  to  Miss  Charlotte  6.  Coffin.^ 

Syeacuse,  Oct.  15  [16],  1851.  MS. 

I  am  too  busy  to  write  yoa  a  long  letter,  "bnt  I  must  write  a 
few  lines  to  relieve  your  anxiety  to  know  what  is  the  present 
aspect  of  our  controversy  witt  tie  Cfovermnent, 

After  a  fortnight's  diligent  search  after  materials  to  make  oat 
a  case  of  "  constructive  "  treason  against  Gerrit  Smith,  Charles 
A,  Wheaton,  Samuel  J.  May,  and  five  others,  and  to  find  grounds 
for  the  iudietmeut  of  sixteen  for  aiding  and  abetting  the  rescue 
of  poor  Jerry,  we  were  informed  last  evening  that  the  District 
Attorney  had  made  application  to  the  Judge  for  warrants  for 
the  alleged  tweaty-fom:  offenders,  and  had  been  refused,  on 
account  of  the  insufficiency  of  his  evidence.  How  this  may  be, 
we  shall  know,  1  suppose,  to-day  or  to-morrow.  It  is  probably 
true,  and  the  bluster  of  the  Attorney  and  his  compatriots  will 
die  away  in  examinations  before  the  Commissioner,  which  I 
think  will  end  in  the  commitment  of  no  one ;  for  I  am  t«ld  that 
all  those  individuals  who  can  be  identified  as  having  taken  part 
in  the  rescue  of  Jerry,  have  gone  away  where  they  cannot  be 
followed. 

We  yesterday  had  a  lai^e  county  Convention  here,  that  the  Lii.  ai :  170. 
people  might  express  their  detestation  of  the  Fi^itive  Slave 
Law.  It  was  fully  attended.  Several  excellent  speeches  were 
made,  and  an  address  was  prepared  for  pubUcation,  as  the 
sentiment  of  the  Convention,  to  be  signed  by  the  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  and  Secretaries,  and  circulated  far  and  wide. 
It  is  an  excellent  and  hold  document,  which  I  think  will  make 
some  impression.  I  made  a  speech  which  the  Convention  voted 
also  to  pubhsh  and  send  throughout  the  land,  so  I  must  hasten 
'  A  siater  of  Mrs.  May. 
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to  prepare  it  for  publication.  The  sentiment  of  our  eity  and 
county  is  nobly  right  on  the  question  whioh  the  rescue  has 
raised.  Men  that  I  supposed  eared  not  at  all  for  the  enslave- 
ment of  our  colored  countrymen,  have  taken  pains  to  express 
to  me  their  detestation  of  the  attempt  to  rob  Jerry  of  his 
liberty. 

You  may,  if  you  please,  give  this  half-sheet  to  Mr.  Garrison 
— not,  however,  to  be  published,  though  he  may  use  the  facts 
(or  the  rumors)  I  have  given  you. 

Samuel  J.  May  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Syracuse,  Nov.  23, 1851. 

Through  aU  the  season  of  trial  and  commotion  that  we  have 
had  here  since  Oct.  1st,  not  a  word  has  passed  directly  between 
you  and  myself.  But  I  have  felt  as  if  our  spirits  were  all  the 
while  in  close  communion,  so  that  you  knew  what  I  was  doing 
or  intending  to  do,  and  I  knew  that  you  were  consenting  to  it 
aC  In  the  whole  course  of  our  struggle  with  the  monster 
Slavery,  I  have  never  been  so  active,  bold,  tranquil,  and  happy. 
I  have  felt  the  strongest  assurance  that  our  Government  was 
clearly  in  the  wrong,  and  could  not  maintain  its  position  except 
by  tlie  grossest  abuses  of  its  powers — such  abuses  as  the  people 
could  not,  would  not,  tolerate.  I  have  seen  tliat  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  the  people  into  direct  conflict  with  the  Government, 
that  the  Government  may  be  made  to  understand  that  it  has 
transcended  its  limits  and  must  recede.  This  will  be  the  result. 
The  Union  will  not  be  dissolved  much  more  than  it  is  now  dis- 
solved; and  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  will  not  be,  for  it  cannot 
be,  generally  enforced. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn,  twenty-flve  persons  have  been  indicted 
—  twelve  of  them  colored  men,  all  but  lliree  of  whom  have 
escaped  to  Canada,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  Government ;  and 
four  of  the  white  men  have  also  gone  thither.  So  that  not  more 
than  twelve  or  thirteen  will  be  put  under  bonds.  Of  these  I 
trust  not  more  than  two  or  three  will  ever  be  tried,  and  not  one 
of  them  convicted. 

I  am  afraid  that  those  who  are  tried  wiE  not  take  the  right 
ground.  They  will  attempt  to  avoid  conviction  by  breaking 
down  the  witnesses,  many  of  whom  are  men  of  very  bad  char- 
acter; or  they  will  destroy  their  evidence  by  opposing  testimony. 
I  long  to  have  some  one  acknowledge  the  fact,  if  he  did  anything 
to  help  Jerry's  escape,  and  rest  his  defence,  1st,  upon  the  uneon- 
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stitutionality  of  th&  Law ;  2dly,  upon  the  egregious  wickedness      Cf. 
of  the  Law.  ^'' 

It  is  now  no  longer  probaljle  that  either  Gerrit  Smith,  Charles 
A.Wheatoti,orniyBelf,  will  be  indicted.'  I  suppose  that  warrants 
were  issued  by  Judge  ConMing  for  me  and  for  Mr.  "Wheaton.       aIj 
Why  they  were  not  served,  the  managers  of  such  matters  best     '-""■' 
inow.    It  is  not  thatwe  havecowered  to  theai.    I  have  spoken 
and  written,  if  possible,  more  plainly  and  earnestly  than  ever. 

Samubl  J.  May  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Syeacuse,  Dec.  6, 1851,  m 

My  controversy  with  Mr.  Comstock  waxes  warmer.  I  will  send 
you  my  last  letter,  part  of  which  appeared  in  this  morning's  Star, 
and  the  residue  of  it  will  come  out  on  Monday.  Perhaps  you  Bee.  a 
will  think  that  I  go  too  far  in  enjoining  it  upon  all  men  to  act  Lib,  a 
against  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  as  they  conscientiously  beUeve 
to  be  right,  even  if  it  be  to  fight  for  the  rescue  of  its  victims. 
But  I  know  not  what  other  counsel  to  give  them.^  And  let  me 
confess  toyoa,  that  when  I  saw  poor  Jerry  in  the  hands  of  the 
official  kidnappers,  I  could  not  preach  non-resistance  very  ear- 
nestly to  the  crowd  that  were  clamoring  for  his  release.  And 
when  I  found  that  he  had  been  rescued  without  serious  harm  to 
any  one,  I  was  as  uproarious  as  any  one  in  my  joy. 

The  Government  party  here  are  most  especially  mad  at  me ; 
but  I  am  happy  to  add  that  my  ehureh  and  the  majority  of  the 
citizens  stand  by  me  well. 

If  we  cannot  kill  this  infernal  Law,  it  will  kill  us.  So  I  think 
we  have  come  to  the  death-grapple.  If  we  drive  the  Slave 
Power  back  from  this  position,  it  will  be  aU  the  easier  to  con- 
tinue the  rout. 

Gerrit  Smith  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Peterboeo',  December  31,  1851.  Jti 

On  my  return  to-day  from  Syracuse,  I  fijid  upon  my  office  table 
the  volume  of  Selections  from  yom-  Speeches  aad  Writings. 

'They  were,  however  (Lib.  21 :  187],  at  Auburn;  and,  bailore  being  called 
for,  "  Hon.  William  H.Seward  stepped  fotveard  and  put  liia  name  first  upon 
tie  bond,"  and  afterwards  entertained  the  "traitoia"  at  Ma  home.  They 
were  neyer  tried-  See  the  full  account  of  the  Jerry  rescue  in  May's  '  Recol- 
lections of  the  A.  S.  Conflict,'  pp.  373-3S4 

a  Mr.  Garrison  could  cot  haTe  been  trouhled  by  this  counsel,  which  re- 
Bemhled  his  own  to  tie  colored  people  of  Boston  (ante,  p.  303). 

Vol.  in.— 22 
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Chap.  XI.    Very,  very  highly  do  I  prize  this  volume,  not  only  becauseof  the 
jgT,         merit  of  its  pages,  bat  also  because  you  have  presented  it  tome. 
To  he  numbered  by  William  Lloyd  Garrison  among  his  friends 
is  one  of  my  highest  gratificatioDS  and  honors. 
I  went  to  Syracuse  to  spend  several  hours  with  our  friend 
S.  J.  May.    May  and  other  abolitionists  in  talMng  about  the  "  Jerry  Indict- 
ments."   I  take  a  deep  interest  in  them;  and  I  entertain  a 
strong  hope  that  no  little  gain  to  the  cause  o£  Liberty  will  come 
from  them. 

The  volume  of  '  Selections '  referred  to  by  Mr.  Smith 
was  a  duodecimo  of  somewhat  more  than  four  hundred 
pages,   consisting  of  extracts  from  the   'Thoughts  on 
Colonization,'  the  antecedent  Park-Street  Church  address, 
and  from  addresses  to  the  colored  people ;  the  Liherator 
salutatory ;  the  Declaration  of  Sentiments  of  the  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  of  the  American   Peace 
Convention ;  a  '  Short  Catechism  adapted  to  all  parts  of 
the  United   States';'    and  many  editorial  articles    on 
Pea^e,  the  Bible,  the  Constitution,  etc.,  from  the  JAberatoi's 
twenty-one  volumes,  together  with  the  best  of  Mr.  Gar- 
505-  rison's verse.  ThelettertoPelegSpraguewasnotomittod, 
496-  and  the  Appendix  eontaineda  portion  of  Sprague's  Faneuil 
;ii.    Hall  speech,  theaecount  of  the  Boston  mob  of  October  21, 
1835,  written  by  its  victim,  Thompson's  letter  addressed  to 
397-   him  on  the  day  following,  and  sundry  proofs  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  Colonization  Society.    The  title-page  bore 
these  lines  from  Coleridge's  '  Fears  in  Solitude ' : 
"  O  my  brethren !  I  have  told 
Most  BITTER  TRUTH,  but  without  bittomess. 
Nor  deem  my  zeal  or  factious  or  mistimed ; 
For  never  can  true  courage  dwell  with  them 
Who,  playing  tricks  with  Conscience,  dare  not  look 
At  their  own  vices." 

iE.  g.  "1.  Why  is  American  slayeholding  not  in  all  esses  sinful!  — Be- 
cause its  victims  are  black.  2.  Why  is  gradual  emaiicipation  right !  — 
Because  the  slaves  are  black.  3.  Why  is  immediate  emancipation  wrong, 
daagerous,  impracticable)  —  Becwise  the  slaves  are  black,"  etc. 
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Kossuth.— 1852. 

FATHER    MATHEWS   stay  in  America   outlasted  chap.xii. 
two  years.    A  nine  days'  wonder,  he  was  heard  and       j^^. 
thought  of  no  more  after  (Uke  a  candle  lowered  into  a 
foul  well)  he  had  taken  his  passports  for  the  South.     On 
November  8,  1851,  he  saUed  from  New  York,  recalling  t;*.  21:185. 
himself  for  a  moment  to  puMie  attention  by  issuing  a 
farewell  address.     He  professed  to  have  added  more  than 
600,000  disciples  to  the  cause  of  total  abstinence  —  an 
empty  boast.    He  tendered  to  his  countrymen  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  some  wholesome  parting  advice,  but 
with  a  grave  omission  as  to  their  duty  towards  slavery, 
which  Mr.  Garrison  supplied  by  appending  to  the  ad- 
dress in  the  Liberator  the  Irish  Address  of  1842.    Father  lh.  21 :  135. 
Mathew  left  also  his  thanks  to  individuals  —  to  a  slave- 
holder, first  of  all :  to  Henry  Clay,  namely.     To  the  same 
hollow  friend  alike  of  temperance  and  of  freedom,  he 
wrote  on  December  29,  1851,  from  Cork,  sending  good  CoitorisPri- 
wishes  and  blessings  for  the  New  Year  to  the  "pride  c^^,^!^^^ 
and  glory"  of  the  United  States,  and  writing  himself 
down  "  the  most  grateful  of  your  admirers." 

Father  Mathew  had,  nevertheless,  witnessed  on  the  spot 
the  degradation  of  the  North  by  the  passage  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law,  thanks  to  Clay  above  all  other  men.  He 
had  seen  the  workings  of  that  measure  in  all  their  atrocity 
—  the  land  stirred  as  never  before,  in  its  good  and  bad 
elements.  He  had  seen  the  suppression  of  free  speech 
attempted,  in  the  name  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution, 
by  the  dregs  of  society  like  Eynders,  with  the  approval  of  Ante,p.3S&. 
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what  was  most  "respectable"  in  ehureti  and  state.  He 
Ante.p.  331.  had  seen  George  Thompson,  a  co-worker  with  O'ConneU 
in  behalf  of  Irish  and  Catholic  emancipation,  singled  out 
Anti.p.-i^i.  for  dedication  to  mob  violence  by  Henry  Clay  in  the 
Senate  Chamber.^  Like  the  priest  in  the  parable,  and 
like  the  Priest  of  all  times,  he  walked  by  on  the  other 
side. 

He  had  hardly  touched  his  native  shores  when  another 
foreigner  embarked  for  the  United  States  from  the  sister 
isle  of  Great  Britain  —  destined  to  excite  an  even  greater 
enthusiasm  in  America  than  Father  Mathew  had  done ; 
to  be  tried  by  the  same  touchstone ;  to  follow  his  evil 
exEumple;  and  equally  to  serve,  not  the  ends  of  his 
mission,  but  a  higher  end  in  the  pointing  of  a  great 
moral  lesson  and  the  satisfaction  of  poetic  justice. 

Kossuth's  coming  had  been  long  prepared,    A  people 
born  of  revolution  had  watched  with  eager  sympathy  the 
course  of  the  Hungarian  uprising,  and  had  fully  adopted 
Kossuth  as  its  hero.    None  thought  of  applying  to  him 
Mr.  Garrison's  criterion,  when,  amid  his  contention  with 
£^,19:138;   Father  Mathew,  in  an  article  on  "Patriotism  and  Chris- 
'gi™™""''  tianity — Kossuth  and  Jesus,"  he  wrote,  in  the  summerof 
/■  78.       1849;  "He  [Kossuth]  is  strictly  local,  territorial,  national. 
The  independence  of  Hungary,  alone,  absorbs  his  thoughts 
and  inspires  his  efforts;  and,  to  obtain  it,  he  feels  justi- 
fied [*.  e.,  by  the  laws  of  war]  in  disregarding  the  claims  of 
humanity,  and  suspending  all  the  obligations  of  morahty." 
No  one  anticipated  that  these  words  would  exactly  express 

1  Claj"  had  tried  hia  hand  at  JBoiting  mobs  before.  On  Sept.  2,  1843,  he 
wrote  to  his  future  biographer,  the  Rev.  Calvin  Colton,  urging  him  to  pre- 
pare a  popular  tract  whose  '^  great  aim  and  object  .  .  .  should  be  to 
arouse  the  laboring  classes  in  the  free  States  against  Abolition.  Depict 
ttie  consequences  to  them  ct  immediate  abolition.  The  slaves,  being  free, 
would  be  dispersed  throughout  the  Union ;  thej  would  enter  into  oompetj- 
Uon  with  the  free  laborer;  with  tho  American,  the  Irish,  the  German; 
reduce  hia  wages ;  he  confounded  with  him,  and  affect  his  moral  and  social 
standing.  And  as  the  ultras  go  for  both  abolition  and  amalgamation,  show 
that  their  object  is  to  unite  in  marriage  the  laboring  white  man  and  the 
laboring  black  man,  and  to  reduce  the  white  laboring  man  to  the  deepiaed 
and  degraded  condition  of  the  black  man  "  (Colton's  '  Private  Correspond- 
ence of  Henry  Clay,'  p.  476). 
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a  relation  to  slavery  and  the  abolitionists  as  soon   Chap.  xii. 
as  lie  consented  to  make  his  appeal  for  help  to  a  slave-        isja. 
holding  nation.     Towards  the  close  of  1849,  the  meetings 
of  Hungarian  sympathizers  began  to  multiply  so  greatly 
that  Mr.  Garrison  grouped  them  as  a  text  for  another  lh.  19;  193. 
article,  on  "National  Hypocrisy" — testing  these  mani- 
festations not  only  by  the  national  sin  of  slaveholding, 
but  by  the   Governraent's  refusal  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  Hayti ;  and  recalling  the  Polish  demon- 
strations of  twenty  years  before,  in  which  the  South  was  Aaie,i:x$o. 
conspicuous.     When  in  the  winter  of  1849-50  Congress 
assembled,  it  was  a  pro-slavery  doughface,  Lewis  Cass,  LH.zo.e.j. 
who  offered  in  the  Senate  a  resolution  suspending  diplo- 
matic relations  with  Austria  by  way  of  pressure  on  Hun- 
gary's behalf — an  interference  with  the  domestic  concerns 
of  a  foreign  eoimtry  which  Thompson  did  not  fail  to  LU.so-.iqa. 
improve,  in  repelling  censure  of  his  apostleship  of  human 
rights  in  the  United  States. 

Kossuth,  meanwhile,  had  surrendered  to  Turkey  and  Li*.  19:159. 
been  interned,  and  had  implored  Palmerston's  interven-  lh.  1^:174. 
tion  —  for  his  country  against  Austrian  subjugation ;  for 
himself  against  the  dreaded  extradition  to  Russia.    On 
March  3,  1851,  President  Fillmore,  with  the  same  hand 
that  had  signed  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  approved  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  very  Congress  which  had  passed  that  law,     lu.  22 : 2. 
offering  a  vessel  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  to  Kos- 
suth and  his  fellow-exiles,  if  they  were  disposed  to  profit  by 
this  mode  of  escape.     On  March  27,  Kossuth,  atBroussa,  Zj*.  =7:195 
indited  his  grateful  acceptance,  lavishing  upon  the  United 
States    the  most    fulsome  flattery.     "May  your   great 
example,  noble  Americans,  be  to  other  nations  the  source 
of  social  virtues ;  your  power  be  the  terror  of  all  tyrants, 
the  protector  of  the  distressed,  and  your  free  country 
ever  continue  to  be  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all 
nations ! " 

Long  before  this  address  saw  the  light,  the  abolitionists 
had  grave  cause  to  dread  Kossuth's  arrival.  "  Who  shall 
receive  him?"  asked  Whittier. 
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"  Who  shall  receive  him?    Who,  unblushing,  speak 
Weloome  to  him  who,  while  he  strove  to  break 
The  Austrian  yoke  from  Magyar  necks,  smote  off 
At  the  same  blow  the  fetters  of  the  serf, — 
Bearing  the  altar  o£  his  Fatherland 

On  the  firm  base  of  freedom,  and  thereby, 
Lifting  to  Heaven  a  patriot's  stainless  hand. 

Mocked  not  the  God  of  Justice  with  a  lie  1 
Who  shall  be  Freedom's  mouthpiece  ?    Who  shall  ^v€ 
Her  welcoming  cheer  to  tbe  great  fugitive  ? 
Not  he  who,  all  her  sacred  trusts  betraying, 

Is  scouring  back  to  slavery's  hell  of  pain 

The  swarthy  Eoasaths  of  our  land  again ! 
Not  he  whose  utterance  now,  from  lips  designed 
The  bugle-mareh  of  Liberty  to  wind, 
And  call  her  hosts  beneath  the  breaking  l^ht, — 
The  keen  reveille  of  her  mom  of  fight, — 

Is  but  the  hoarse  note  of  the  bloodhound's  baying, 
The  wolfs  long  howl  behind  the  boodman's  flight ! 
0  for  the  tongue  of  him  who  lies  at  rest 

In  Qniney's  shade  of  patrimonial  trees, — 
Last  of  the  Puritan  tribunes  and  th.6  best, — 

To  lend  a  voice  to  Freedom's  sympathies. 
And  hail  the  coming  of  the  noblest  guest 
The  Old  World's  wrong  has  given  the  New  World  of 
theWest!" 


WTio  should  receive  him,  indeed,  if  not  those  who  had 
invited  him?  A  prior  question  was,  Who  shall  inform 
him  truly  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  so-called  land  of 
freedom?     An  American  who  had  known  Kossuth  at 

.  home,  and  likened  him  to  Washington  and  Channing  com- 
bined, told  of  having  often  ohserved  Channing's  works 
on  his  table  —  excellent  aids  (we  will  add)  to  Kossuth's 
theological  development,  but  not  calculated  to  make  him 
shun  the  society  or  applause  of  slaveholders.    Save  him  ! 

.  save  him !  wrote  Henry  C.  Wright  to  James  Hanghton 
of  Dublin.  Tell  him  of  American  slavery.  "  He  is  lost 
—  lost  to  himself  and  the  friends  and  cause  of  liberty 
in  ah  coming  time  —  if  he  lands  on  this  slavery-cursed 
shore."   "'HERE  LIES  KOSSUTH— THE  AMERICAN 
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SLAVEHOLDER' — must  be  his  epitaph  if  he  touches  Chap.  xii. 
our  shore ! "    And  again,  after  reading  the  address  from       135^. 
Broussa:  "  Slave-eatchera  will  do  by  him  as  they  have  Lii.ai-.x^i. 
done,  successfully,  by  Theobald  Mathew  —  avail  them- 
selves of  his  world-wide  fame  and  influence  to  prop  up 
American  slavery,"    "WiU  the  Kossuth  of  America  be 
the  Kossuth  or  Haynau  of  Hungary  I    One  or  the  other 
he  must  be," 

The  English  aboHtioniets  needed  no  urging.     Kossuth 
was  to  land  in  England.     W.  H.  Ashurst  wrote  to  Mr. 
Garrison  on  October  13,  1851,  that  a  common  friend,  of  Lib.si-.rjq. 
weight,  had  put  in  his  hands  for  Kossuth  ^  a  packet  de- 
scribing "  with  faithfulness  and  correctness  the  true  state 
of  the  slave  question  iu  the  States,"    On  November  4, 
James  Haughton  sent  through  Charles  Gfilpin  a  letter  to    z«,  22^3, 
Kossuth  admonishing  him  not  to  go  to  America,  and  to 
give  to  the  world  his  reasons  for  staying  away.     On 
November  17,  Eichard  Webb,  forwarding  his  mite  for     Lib.  ■a.-. 
the  HuEgariau  fund  to  the  Mayor  of  Southampton,  de-       l^^^^' 
sired  him  to  lay  before  Kossuth  considerations  why,  in 
visiting  America,  he  should  not  forfeit  the  esteem  of 
European  admirers  by  ignoring  the  existence  of  slavery. 
The  Edinburgh  Ladies'  Emancipation  Society,  on  Novem-  uh.  ai :  205. 
ber  18,  and  the  Glasgow  anti-slavery  societies  forwarded    nb.  22:3, 
addresses  of  a  like  tenor.     A  committee  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  person  ensured  the    tn.xz-.'i. 
conveyance  to  Kossuth  of  truthful  warning.    Copies  of 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  and  of  Weld's  'Slavery  as  It  Is'^    Lii.zz-.e. 

1  Aahurat  was  a  partienlar  friend  of  the  Italian,  patriota  of  the  revolution- 
ary era.  "  I  spent  a  part  of  a  day  last  summer  at  Ms  house  at  Muswetl 
Hill,"  wrote  Eliitabetli  Pease  to  Mr,  Garrison  on  July  9,  1852,  "which 
hrought  Tiridly  before  me  the  happy  evening  we  passed  there  ia  1840 
[cf.  ante,  2  :  377,  390J,  I  had  the  treat  of  meeting  Maziini—  a  truly  great 
moai  aa  he  appears  in  his  present  position,  and  I  cannot  but  entertain  the 
hope  that  Ae  would  stand  the  lest  of  a  visit  to  America,  though  Kossuth 
has  prored  so  fearfully  recreant  to  prineipte"  (MS.  and  Mb.  33;  [123]). 
See  the  pointing  of  this  contrast  after  Kossuth's  return  to  England  in  Lib. 
2*  :  113,  1^,  126. 

2  "A  book  of  horrors,  the  perusal  of  which  would  have  congealed  the 
bloodof  KossuUilf  hehftdbeenatrueman"  (W,  L,  Garrisoniniifi.  22:6). 
The  full  title  of  this  work,  compiled  by  Theodore  D.  Weld,  was  '  American 
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,  were  pla«ed  in  his  hands.  To  all  this  intelligence  lie  paid 
no  heed.  He  did  not  avoid  the  slaveholding  confederacy. 
He  landed  in  New  York  on  December  5, 1851,  and  his  first 
words  showed  that  he  meant  to  he  "  neutral "  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  and  would  in  fact  take  sides  against  the 
abolitionists. 

"  The  soil  of  freedom,  your  happy  home.  Freedom  and 
home ! "    "  Asylum  to  the  oppressed,"     "  This  prodigious 

.  view  of  greatness,  freedom,  and  happiness."  These  inex- 
cusable phrases  of  his  reception  speech-making  were 
followed  by  an  explicit  annonneement  of  his  attitude  to- 
wards the  "  peculiar  institution." 

"  I  take  it  to  be  the  duty  of  honor  and  principle  not  to  meddle 
with  whatever  party  qaestion  of  your  own  domestic  affairs. 
.  .  .  May  others  delight  in  the  part  of  knight-errant  for 
theories.  It  is  not  my  ease.  I  am  the  man  of  the  great  piin- 
ciple  of  the  sovereignty  of  every  people  to  dispose  of  its  own 
domestic  concerns ;  and  I  most  solemnly  deny  to  every  foreigner, 
as  to  every  foreign  power,  the  right  to  oppose  the  sovereign 
facully." 

Honor  and  principle  were  already  lost  when  these  words 
were  uttered.  They  showed  the  refugee  to  have  taken  out 
naturalization  papers  in  a  slaveholding  republic,  and  to 
have  turned  canter  in  the  most  approved  American  fashion. 

On  December  12,  1851,  Kossuth  issued  a  formal  mani- 
festo, touching  his  purpose  in  coming  over,  in  which  (in 
vague  terms,  patterned  after  the  euphemkm  of  the  U.  S. 
Constitution  in  reference  to  slavery  i)  he  reiterated  his 
resolve  to  hold  aloof  from  the  burning  question  not  more 
of  the  hour  than  of  the  age.    "  I  expect  it,"  he  said,  "  from 

Slavery  as  It  la:  Testimony  of  a  ThouaandWitnesaea.  .  .  .  New  York; 
Am.  a.  S-  Society,  1839.'  This  and  the  '  Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin'  are 
the  two  great  manuals  of  authentic  intormation  concerning  tlie  atrocities 
of  American  slavery. 

1  "There  are  two  words  which  one  would  think  Kossuth  had  never  con- 
quered, BTen  in  hia  marvellous  mastery  of  the  English  tongue  ~  '  slavery ' 
and  '  slaveholding ' ;  and  even  here,  while  ueeessarily  alluding  to  them,  he 
cannotframe  hiallps  to  speak  their  syllahlea"  (Wendell  PhilUpa  at  Natioual 
A.  S.  Bazaar,  Boston,  Dec.  27,  1851.    Lib.  22  :  3). 
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all  the  friends  of  my  cause,  not  to  do  anything  in  respect  Chap.  xii. 
to  myself  that  could  throw  difficulties  in  my  way,  and,        1852. 
while  expressing  sympathy  for  the  cause,  would  injure  it." 
Like  Father  Mathew,  he  placed  his  selfish  mission  ahove 
a  transcendeut  interest  of  the  human  race  —  subordinat- 
ing American  slavery  to  European  political  oppression ; 
and  pursued  the  phantom  of  a  recognition  by  the  United  lh.  21:201. 
States  of  the  independence  of  a  conquered  Hungary,  a 
union  with  England  in  a  paper  menace  to  Russia,  an 
insistence   on  ^e  right  to  maintain  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  nations  of  Europe  whether  in  revolt 
against  their  governments  or  not ! — a  policy  which  ration- 
ally could  proceed  only  from  principles  fatid.  to  the  exist- 
ence of  chattel  slavery. 

"  The  die  is  east,"  said  Mr.  Garrison  (in  an  article  headed  LH.  21 : 
"Kossuth  Fallen  !  ").  "  All  speculation  is  now  at  an  endas  to  f'^^' 
the  position  Kossuth  means  to  maintain  on  the  slavery  question 
in  the  United  States.  He  means  to  be  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind, 
in  regard  to  it !  Like  recreant  Father  Mathew,  to  subserve 
his  own  purposes,  and  secure  the  favor  of  a  elaveholding  and 
slave -breeding  people,  he  skulks  — he  doi%es — he  plays  fast 
and  loose — -he  refuses  to  see  any  stain  on  the  American  charac- 
ter, any  inconsistency  in  pretending  to  adore  liberty  and  at  the 
same  time  multiplying  human  beings  for  the  auction-bloek 
and  the  slave  shambles  I  It  is  not  for  him  to  '  meddle '  with 
anything  in  this  country  —  not  even  so  far  as  to  express  an 
opinion.  0  no !  But  he  enforces  it  upon  us  as  a  religious 
duty,  to  interpose  nationally  for  the  liberation  of  Hungary, 
by  threatening  Austria  and  Eusda  that,  if  they  do  not  stand 
aloof  and  let  the  Hungarians  do  as  they  please  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  own  afCairs,  we  will  add  to  our  threats  blows, 
and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war !  Beautiful  consistency  !  O,  this 
is  pitiable ! " 

On  the  same  page  of  the  Liberator  with  this  censure,  Mr. 
Garrison  printed  twenty  stanzas,  addressed  to  Kossuth, 
which  were  his  contribution  to  the  Liberty  Bell  for  1852. 
They  bore  date  December  10, 1851,  the  author's  46th  birth- 
day, and  had  this  foot-note  appended :  "  Since  these  lines  lh.  21 : 
were  written,  Kossuth  has  made  a  dishonorable  election.       ^™^-'' 
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.   He  is  a  trimmer,"    The  spirit  of  the  poem  may  be  judged 
by  extracts : 

Amidst  the  roar  of  public  acclamation  — 

The  tempest-greetings  of  a  mighty  throng 
The  cannon's  thundering  reverberation  — 

The  civic  f 6te,  with  toast,  and  speech,  and  song  — 
The  grand  "  All  hail !  "  of  a  rejoicing  nation, 
A  million  times  repeated,  loud  and  long  — 

Can  one  lone  voice,  all  tremulous  with  feeling, 

Be  heard  by  thee,  0  glorified  Kossuth, 
To  all  thy  noblest  attributes  appealing, 

As  one  who  knows  Oppression's  bitter  fruit ; 
And  to  thy  listening  ear  the  truth  revealing, 

"When  sycophants  and  cowards  aU  are  mutet 

My  claims  for  audience  thou  wUt  not  discredit, 
For  they  are  based  on  kindred  love  of  Right ; 

And  as  for  Liberty,  world-wide  to  spread  it, 
I,  too,  have  suffered  outrage,  scorn,  and  slight; 

Known  what  the  dungeon  is,  yet  not  to  dread  it. 
And  still  am  zealous  in  the  moral  flght. 

While  praising  us  wherein  we  are  deserving, 
Tell  us  onr  faults, —  expose  our  crime  of  crimes ; 

Be  as  the  needle  to  the  pole  unswerving, 
And  true  to  Freedom's  standard  in  all  climes  ; 

Thus  many  a  timid  heart  with  courage  nerving 
To  meet  the  mighty  conflict  of  the  times. 

Say  slavery  is  a  stain  upon  our  glory. 
Accursed  of  Heaven,  and  by  the  earth  abhorred ; 

Show  that  our  soil  with  negro  blood  is  gory. 
And  certain  are  the  judgments  of  the  Lord ; 

So  shall  thy  name  Immortal  be  in  story. 
And  thy  fidelity  the  world  applaud. 

Yet  first,  for  this,  thou  shalt  be  execrated 
By  those  who  now  in  crowds  around  thee  press  | 

Thy  visit  shall  be  sternly  reprobated ; 
Thy  friends  and  flatterers  grow  less  and  less; 

Thy  hopes  for  Hungary  be  dissipated ; 
America  shall  curse  thee  and  not  bless. 
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Courage,  Kossuth  !  be  true  —  fear  not  the  trial !  Chap,  : 

Pluck  out  thy  right  eye,  and  thy  right  hand  lose !  j^ 

Though  on  thy  head  be  poured  out  every  vial, 
To  wear  a  padlock  on  thy  lips  refuse  ! 

And  thou  shalt  gain,  through  lofty  self-denial, 
A  brighter  erown  than  all  the  world  can  choose. 

The  poem  was  composed  in  time  for  insertion  in  the 
volume  of  'Selections  from  the  Writings  and  Speeches 
of  William  Lloyd  Garrison'  already  described.    A  re-  Anu,p. 
penisal  of  it  perhaps  prompted  the  following  letter: 


Rev.  William  S.  l^mess  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  30, 1851.  Ms. 

Tou  must  let  me  thanjc  you  for  the  book  which  I  received    Writings  of 
from  you  this  morning,  and  which  I  am  glad  to  possess,  and     G'^rnson. 
for  the  valued  expression  of  your  regard  accompanying  your 
autograph.    How  heartily  I  reciprocate  it,  how  entirely  I  con- 
fide in  you,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  E.  Quincy  the  otter  day  about  Kossuth,  and 
asked  him  to  show  you  what  I  said.  He  may  not  have  thought 
it  worth  while,  or  he  may  not  have  had  an  opportunity.  Let 
me  take  occasion  to  repeat  to  you  what  I  said  to  him.  I  do  it 
with  more  confidence  because  our  friend  McKim,  whose  sound  j.  m.  Mc- 
moral  judgment  you  know,  is,  I  belieVe,  entirely  of  my  mind  in 
regard  to  this  extraordinary  man. 

I  felt  with  you  at  the  first  that  he  was  trimming,  and  I  thought 
of  him  with  sadness,  for  I  had  rather  have  a  great  and  true 
man  than  the  political  hberation  of  twenty  Hongarys,  But 
some  things  he  has  said  since  he  came  here  have  ^ven  me,  as  z.j*.2a:3,6. 
I  think,  an  insight  into  his  position.  He  was  seen  to  read  very 
attentively  the  Anti-Slavery  Banner  extended  across  the  street 
at  the  Anti-Slavery  Office,  which  was  large  and  imposing.  It 
read:  "WELCOME  THE  EXILE !  —  ' Evbe¥  inhabitant  of     Lii.22\6. 

THE  LAND  SHOULD  BE  EQUAL  BEPORK  THE  LAW.' — KosSUfhP     It 

represented  the  old  belli  with  the  inscription  on  it,  "  Proclaim 
LiBBETY  TO  ALL  THE  LAND,"  et*.  When  he  reached  his  quarters 
at  the  hotel,  in  his  first  speech  he  said,  "  In  the  air  which  you 
breathe,  the  passage  of  time  into  eternity  is  marked  by  that  bell 
which  proclaimed  hberty  to  all  the  land ;  but  liberty  is  not  in 
I  Of  Independence  HaJl,  namely. 
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Chap.  XII.  all  the  land,  nor  in  aU  the  world."  Rush  Plumly,  whose  anti- 
,^  slavery  zeal  you  fcaow,  heard  him,  and  was  startled  at  hearing 
him  speak  thus.  Again,  in  his  speech  at  the  Banquet,  the  very 
expHoitness  and  fulness  with  which  he  declared  that  he  had 
not  meddled  and  would  not  meddle  with  our  domestic  questions 
— meaning,  as  he  declared,  the  slavery  question  —  indicate  that 
he  is  under  an.  erroneous  impression.  In  the  same  breath  in 
which  he  diselaimed  meddling,  he  said  with  marked  emphasis 

£i*,  22:3,     (altering  the  quotation),  "  Indeed,  I  more  and  more  perceive, 
'^'  in  the  words  of  Samlet,  there  are  more  things  Id  heaven  and 

earth  than  Wekb  dreamed  of  in  my  philosophy." 

Lid.  22 ;  13.  Now  may  it  not  be  that  he  has  got  the  impression  that  we  are 
all  actually  engaged  in  abolishing  slavery?  The  men  in  the 
Senate  who  speak  most  eloquently  and  in  his  behalf  are  reported 
to  him  as  on  the  aboUtion  side.  He  falls  in  with  H.  W-Eeeeher, 
W.  C.  a  leading  clei^yman  —  anti-slavery ;  with  Bryant,  an  eminent 
'''  '  poet  and  editor.^  How  can  he  escape  the  idea  that  we  have 
really  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  how  can  he  doubt  that  a 
nation  which  must  appear  to  him  so  young  and  vigorous,  is 
equal  to  the  correction  of  any  abuse  J  Does  he  not  hear  the 
most  sweeping  declamation  about  Liberty  ?    He  is  not  yet  an 

E.  Quincy.  American  Abolitionist ;  and,  as  E.  Q.  says,  who  but  an  Ameri- 
can AboKtionist  can  know  how  hypocritical,  and,  I  may  add,  to 
nse  E.  Q.'s  own  word,  how  "  snobbish  "  we  are  % 

You  may  rely  upon  it,  my  dear  Mr.  Garrison,  his  philosophy 
has  never  dreamed  that  a  nation  as  free  as  we  are — a  nation  that 
has  put  forth  the  Declaration  of  Independence  —  a  nation  so 
many  of  whose  prominent  men  he  hears  are  anti-slavery,  is  aO 
the  while  hugging  slavery  as  the  essential  and  blessed  element  of 
its  life,  union,  and  prosperity.  I  beUeve  that  he  is  beginning  to 
dream  of  this,  and  that  it  was  some  obscure  dream  of  this  sort 
that  suggested  the  quotation  from  "  Hamlet."  I  do  not  know 
what  else  he  couJd  mean.  He  does  not  yet  know  that  it  is 
American  Slavery  which  controls  American  policy,  that  it  is  the 
commanding  principle  of  the  administration  of  our  Government, 
at  home  and  abroad.  He  will  find  it  out,  because  this  it  is  that 
will  make  the  f  ailureof  his  appeal  to  the  Government  inevitable. 

iBryaut  presided  and  Mr.  Beecher  said  grace  at  a  press  dinner  given  to 
Koasuth  in  New  York  on  Deo.  15  (lAb.  21 :  206).  Kossuth  subsequently 
spoke  at  Plymouth  Church,  netting  $10,000  for  the  Hungarian  fund  (ibid.). 
See  Beeeher's  humorous  invention  in  the  Ivrk})eiide'nl  of  a  clerical  com- 
mittee visiting  Kossuth  at  quarantine,  and  catechising  him  as  to  Ms  views 
on  slavery  (Lib.  21 :  I74|. 
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He  ■will  see  the  simple  truth  that  American  slavery  is  the  one  Chap.  . 
obstacle  to  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  because  it  is  the  only  ^^^ 
thing  that  palsies  our  influence  —  that  influence  which  he  would 
obtain,  and  which  he  deems  so  important.  And  when  he  sees 
it  —  but  we  must  grant  him  a  little  time,  as  it  was  beyond  the 
dream  of  his  philosophy  —  I  have  strong  eonfldenee  that  he  wiU 
tell  what  he  sees. 

The  man  himself  makes  a  profound  impression  upon  every 
one  who  hears  him.  There  is  a  simplicity  and  truthfulness 
about  him  which  go  straight  to  the  heart.  I  cannot  believe 
there  is  an  atom  of  dough  in  his  face.  Unlike  the  good  Samar- 
itan, he  finds  the  poor  slave,  his  wounded  brother-man,  sur- 
rounded by  a  host  of  Priests,  Levites,  Senators,  and  what  not, 
who  seem  to  be  busily  ministering  to  him;  and,  of  course, 
as  his  interference  is,  under  the  supposed  eircumstanees, 
unnecessary,  he  is  disposed  to  pass  sUectly  on. 

I  pray  you,  understand  me.  I  have  troubled  you  with  all 
this,  not  for  the  Liberakn;  but  for  your  private  ear.  Please 
don't  publish  it,  and  don't  feel  constrained  in  courtesy  to 
answer,  unless  you  see  a  flaw  in  my  judgment  of  the  case. 
Then  I  should  like  to  see  It  too.  Kossuth  was  more  powerfully 
stirred,  I  imagine,  by  I>r.  Elder's  speech  at  the  Banquet  than  Wm.  i 
by  anything  he  has  heard  in  this  country.  I  did  not  hear  it,  as 
I  left  the  instant  Kossuth  finished ;  ■  but  they  say  it  Mndled  him, 
Kossuth.  The  next  speech  he  makes  afterwards,  at  Baltimore, 
he  says  he  grows  unwilling  to  speak  in  Enghsh,  since  we  have 
such  eloquent  men  among  us ;  and  the  Dr.,  he  must  learn,  is  an 
anti-slavery  man. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  Kossuth  wiU  do  us  more  good  than  we 
can  do  him.  He  has  taken  sucL  a  hold  of  people's  hearte  that 
they  will  hardly  endure  that  our  "domestic  concern"  should 
meddle  with  him.  It  has  meddled  with  >iim  already  most  insult- 
ingly, and,  when  he  sees  that  fact,  it  wUl  absolve  him  from  all 
his  promises  not  to  meddle  with  it.  Ton  wUl  perceive  that  the 
view  of  hia  position  which  I  suggest  casts  no  reflection  upon  his 
sagacity,  for  it  is  past  the  philosophy  of  the  wisest  to  dream  of 
such  a  thing  on  earth  as  a  republic  like  this  cherishing  slavery, 
building  its  freedom  on  the  crushed  rights  of  millions,  and  pre- 
pared to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  other  nations  only  when  the 
slavery  which  it  cherishes  can  be  advantaged  thereby. 

Pardon  me  for  this  trespass.    I  confess  Kossuth  has  touched    lh.  a 
and  fascinated  me  ;  but  this  you  will  see. 

It  would  have  delighted  you  had  you  witnessed  the  uproarious 
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acelamation,  quite  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  our  quiet 
Quaker  abolittonism,  with  which  Castner  Hanway  and  Bhjah 
Lewigi  were  greeted  at  the  Anti- Slavery  Fair  in  our  city  the 
other  oight. 

With  fervent  good  wishes,  yo«r  friend, 

"W.  H,  Fdeness. 

P.  S. — I  have  asked  you  not  to  print  this  —  that  is,  I  would 
not  have  you  print  it  merely  upon  your  principle  of  letting  boUi 
sides  be  heard.  Should  you  think  it  to  be  true  and  sound,  then 
I  leave  it  with  your  discretion.^ 

The  esoteric  import  of  the  quotatioii  from  "Hamlet" 
was  invisible  to  the  majority  of  the  company  at  the 
Philadelphia  Banquet,  who  greeted  it  with  "laughter 
and  applause."  It  was,  in  fact,  a  sort  of  knowing  wink 
on  the  part  of  Kossuth  in  the  midst  of  reiterated  prot- 
estations of  his  purpose  to  have  nothing  to  say  ahout 
slavery.  He  grazed  this  word  by  reciting  an  extract 
from  a  stupid  forgery  —  a  letter  threatening  him  with 
indictment  for  "intervention  or  non-intervention  senti- 
ments .  .  .  unsuited  to  the  region  of  Pennsylvania, 
situated  as  she  is  on  the  borders  of  several  slaveholding 
States."  "  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,"  he  said  at 
the  Banquet,  "  to  declare  once  more  that  I  never  did  or 
win  do  anything  which,  in  the  remotest  way,  could  inter- 
fere with  the  matter  alluded  to,  nor  with  whatever  other 
domestic  question  of  your  united  Eepublic,  or  of  a  single 
State  of  it." 

Worse  was  to  come.  One  of  Kossuth's  close  revolu- 
tionary colleagues  and  supporters  and  fellow-refugees  to 
Turkey,  and  companions  in  exile  brought  to  America  on 
the  same  vessel,  Adolph  Gynirman,  became  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  Semokratisefier  Voelkerbund  (the  trans- 
formed Deutsche  ZeitungJ  in  New  York  on  January  1, 
1852.    He  did  so  with  the  express  approval  of  his  late 

1  Two  of  those  Brreated  for  "treason"  in  connection  with  the  Goraueh 
affair  at  Christiana,  Pa.  (ante,  p.  325). 

a  Mr.  Garrison  printed,  not  this  letter,  tut  a 
Fumeas  on  Jan.  4,  185S,  emhodying  the  same 
hypothesis  (Lib.  22  :  13,  U). 
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chief,  who  bade  him  resume  his  journalistic  career,  and  £^.22:2 
thus  "  essentially  serve  the  cause"  to  which  his  devotion 
had  been  so  conspicuous.  This  certificate  bore  date  of 
December  22,  1851,  and  was  naturally  pubhshed  fdong 
with  the  prospectus  in  the  first  number  of  the  Voelker- 
Jmnd.  Bat  Gyurman,  if  only  temporarily  doniieiled  here, 
was  resolved  that  it  should  not  be  said  of  him  as  of 


"  Thou  art  a  mere  Hungarian  —  nothing  more."  Lib.  a; 

He  gave  notice  that  his  vista  would  not  be  merely  "across 
the  sea."  "  The  unlimited  critical  nature  of  reason"  de- 
manded that  he  should  look  about  him,  noting  what 
the  free  institutions  of  America  offered  for  imitation  in 
Europe,  which  was  much ;  and  for  avoidance,  also  much. 
With  regard  to  the  slavery  question  he  was  explicit: 
"We  consider  the  Compromise  no  settled  solution,  but  lh.ss 
a  provisional  law,  for  the  abrogation  of  which,  at  least 
so  far  as  the  extradition  of  slaves  is  concerned,  we 
will  employ  all  the  means  which  a  public  organ  can 
command." 

This  manifesto  was  promptly  seized  upon  by  the  New  Uh.  2: 
York  Herald  and  Express,  and  was  declared  to  have 
Kossuth's  endorsement,  in  view  of  his  certificate  to 
Q-yurman,  and  to  reveal  his  secret  purpose.  Congress 
was  warned  against  lending  any  countenance  to  the 
Magyar's  ostensible  mission.  Alarmed  by  this  new  peril, 
Kossuth  made  haste  to  repudiate,  as  he  justly  but  not 
honorably  could,  all  responsibihty  for  his  late  associate. 
He  was  now  in  Washington,  where  he  never  could  have  Jai.7, 
gone  as  an  avowed  opponent  of  slavery.  He  not  only 
stated,  through  his  secretary,  the  precise  facts  in  regard 
to  his  relations  to  the  Yoelkerlmnd;  he  pronounced  "Mr.  Lib.oi 
G-yurman's  occupying  himself  with  a  question  of  domes- 
tic American  policy"  to  be  "injurious  to  the  interest  of 
his  own  country,  and  in  diametric  opposition  to  Governor 
Kossuth's  decidedly  expressed  opinion  as  to  the  duty  and 
policy  of  non-interference  in  such  questions."    And  yet 
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there  was  still  ringing  in  his  ears  the  toast  offered  by 
iij. 23:14.    Judge  Kane  at  the  Philadelphia  Banquet — "The  Cause 
of  Freedom  throughout  the  World. —  Its  enemies  are  the 
same  everywhere,  and  why  should  not  its  allies  be  the 
same  ? "  ^ 
Judge  Kane,  it  is  true,  spoke  only  iu  a  Pickwickian 
Zji.a2:6,     seQse.    He  had  just  done  his  best  to  convict  Castner 
^//Uet™-     Hanway  of  treason  in  connection  with  a  fugitive-slave 
^rii^ofc.    °^s^  in  which  the  enemies  of  freedom  were  shot  down  by 
J^rT'^K    ^^^  lovers  of  it  —  though  not  by  this  Quaker  defendant. 
But  Kossuth's  utterances,  proceeding  from  a  narrow  aud 
selfish  patriotism,  were  equally  Pickwickian,  and  he  was 
now  moving  naturally  in  a  world  of  burlesque  and  opera 
bouffe,  with  only  occasional  glimpses  of  sober  reality.    He 
came  to  America  asking  intervention  on  behalf  of  —  non- 
intervention ;  and  he  referred  to  the  pro-slavery  invasion 
Lii.2^:a.    and  spoliation  of  a  neighboring  State  as  "the  glorious 
struggle  you  had  not  long  ago  with  Mexico,  in  which 
General  Scott  drove  the  President  of  the  Republic  from 
his  capital."    Introduced  in  Washington,  by  Webster,  to 
Fillmore  —  fathers  of  the  law  sanctioning  the  grossest 
intervention  of  the  South  against  the  liberties  of  the  North 
z,i*. 32:6.    — he  is  told  by  the  President  that  his  naission  is  hopeless, 
that  intervention  is  opposed  to  the  national  policy,  though 

1  A  commectary  on  the  saroe  test  had  been  fuinisheii  hy  the  experience 
of  Mme.  Theresa  Pulszky,  the  highly  cultivated  wife  of  Francis  Pulszky 
of  Eossutb'a  suite  (his  quondam  Minister  of  Foreign  Affi^a).  She,  hsTing 
on  Christmas  Day,  1851,  paid  a  delightful  visit  in  Philadelphia  to  Mrs. 
Mott,  expressed  admiration  of  her  to  some  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  ei- 
daimed:  " You  do  not  mean  to  aay  that  you  have  called  on  that  lady!" 
Why  not  i  asked  Mme.  Pulsaky,  adding  that  she  regretted  her  inability 
to  repeat  the  visit.  "  But  she  is  a  furious  aboUtionist.  It  will  do  great 
harm  to  Governor  Kossuth  if  you  associate  with  that  party."  "But,"  per- 
sisted Mme.  Pulsiky,  "if  any  friend,  of  Governor  Kossuth  —  even  if  he 
himself—  converses  with  a  person  who  has  strong  opinions  against  slavery, 
what  harm  can  there  be  in  that %"  '" Your  canse  will  then  lose  many 
friends  in  this  city,' was  the  answer"  (Polszky's 'WMte,Eed,  andBlaek: 
Sketches  of  American  Society  in  the  U.  S., '  1 :  154-157  ;  lAb.  23 ;  40).  This 
was  what "  non-interf erence  "  and  "neutrality"  signified  under  the  rule  of 
slavery.  Kossuth  had  brought  from  England  letters  of  introduction  to 
the  Motts,  but  declined  their  invitation  to  dinner,  though  he  called  upon 
them  ('James  and  Lncretia  Mott,'  pp.  333-337). 
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at  that  very  moment  the  expedition  to  open  Japan  by  chap.  xh. 
force  to  American  commerce  is  being  prepared  by  the        ,^s. 
Administration.1    He   visits  Henry  Clay,  who  likewise    lh.ss-.ii. 
dashes  his  Lopes,  and  consoles  bJTn  with  the  death-bed       '^'  ^^' 
assurance  of  having  been  all  his  life  devoted  to  free- 
dom—  in  the  Pickwickian  (or  shall  we  say  Hungarian?) 
sense. 

Amid  all  the  interchange  of  wind  and  hollow  rhetoric  at 
Washington — thereceptions  in  bo th branch esof  Congress, 
the  banquets,  public  and  private — one  thing  Kossuth  saw : 
the  greatest  opposition  to  him  eame  from  the  dominant 
South  which  he  had  humbled  himself  to  placate  —  which 
neither  wanted  his  "  glittering  generaUties "  of  freedom 
to  ring  through  its  borders,  nor  courted  a  European  war 
with  a  chance  of  a  slave  insurrection.  When  this  melan- 
choly truth  dawned  upon  him,  he  flattered  himself' that 
his  actual  presence  would  disarm  prejudice,  and  arranged 
for  a  journey  down  the  Mississippi.  Proceeding  by  way 
of  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  Harrisburg,  and  Pittsburg,  he 
was  engaged  in  canvassing  Ohio  during  the  month  of 
February,  1852,  when  Mr.  Garrison  lauoched  against  him 
(in  part)  in  th.&  Liberator,  and  directly  (in  fuU}  in  pamphlet  Zi*.  32:29, 
form,  a  Letter  which  fixed  the  attention  of  the  American 
press,  and  which  no  biographer  or  admirer  of  Kossuth  can 
neglect,^ 

This  document,  put  forth  in  the  name  and  with  the 
sanction  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  was  drafted 
and  compiled  by  its  President ;  audit  and  the '  Thoughts  on  Anie.-i.z<^ 
Colonization'  constitute  what  may  properly  be  caOedthe 
"  Works  of  Garrison,"  as  d^tingnished  from  Ms  journal- 
istic writings  or  the  two  collections  of  his  prose  and  verse. 
To  analyze  it  here  is  unnecessary.  It  traced  soberly  and 
severely  Kossuth's  fall ;  offset  his  siekeuiug  encomium  of 
American  freedom  with  parallel  columns  of  slavebolding 

'  See  also  President  Fillmore's  laenaoe  to  the  Emperor  of  Hayti,  Sou- 
louque,  in  case  he  should  not  ackuowledge  Uie  independence  o£  Dominica, 
and  cease  from  hoatilitiea  against  her  Qovemment  (Lib.  23  :  6). 

i  •  Letter  to  Louis  Kossnth  eonoeming  Freedom  and  Slavery  in  theU.  S.' 
Boston :  R.  F.  Waliout,  1852.     Sto,  pp.  113. 

Vol.  Ill— 23 
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Chap.  XII.  barbarities/  and  his  subserviency  to  slavery  with  the 
1872,  attitude  of  Thompson,  O'Connell,^  Victor  Hago,^  and 
Lafayette;*  disposed  of  his  American  apologists;  and 
furnished  in  an  appendix  the  principal  data  referred  to 
in  our  narrative  thus  far.  A  few  pai^sages  may  serve  as 
examples  of  the  argumentum  ad  hominem : 

Leiitrto  "  '  The  cause  of  th.e  solidarity  of  hmnan  rights,'  which  you 
,^hM,  i^^g  gQj„g  I  jQ  plead  before  the  great  republic  of  the  United 
States,'  is  not  Hungarian,  but  tmiversal.  A  people  who  aim  or 
desire  to  be  saved  at  the  expense,  or  to  the  detriment,  of  any 
other,  is  undeserving  of  salvation.  This  land  is  too  full  of 
compromisers  and  trimmers  to  need  your  presence  to  teach  us 
how  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come.  What  we  need,  what  the 
world  demands,  is,  an  illustrious  example  of  fidelity  to  the 
principles  of  hberty  in  their  application  not  merely  to  one  but 
to  all  races  and  lands.    You  cannot  be  too  true  to  Hungary ; 

1  In  this  respect,  the  letter  is  worthy  to  be  consolted  along  with  Weld's 
'  Slavery  aa  It  la  '  trad  Mrs.  Stowe'a  '  Key  to  Uncle  Tom'a  Cabin.' 

2  "  O'Connell  (I  was  told  the  anecdote  by  Sir  Thomas  Powell  Buxton),  ba 
1829,  after  his  election  to  the  House  of  Commons,  was  called  upon  by  the 
West  iDdia  interest,  some  fifty  or  siity  strong,  who  said,  '  O'Conneli,  you 
have  been  accustomed  to  act  with  Clarkaon  and  Wilberforce,  Lushington 
and  Brougham,  to  speak  on  the  platform  of  Freemnsons'  Hal!  and  advocate 
what  ia  called  the  abolition  cause.  Mark  this!  If  you  will  break  loose  from 
these  associates,  If  you  wUl  close  your  mouth  on  the  slave  question,  you 
may  reckon  on  our  undivided  support  on  Irish  matters.  Whenever  your 
oounfry's  claims  eonie  up,  you  shall  be  sure  of  fifty  votes  on  your  aide.' 
'  No,'  said  O'Connell,  '  let  God  care  tor  Ireland ;  I  will  ueTer  shut  my  mouth 
on  the  slave  question  to  save  her  I ' "  (Wendell  Phillips,  speeeh  at  the 
National  A.  S.  Baiaar,  Dee.  27,  1851.     lAb.  22  :  2. ) 

3  Letter  to  Mrs.  Chapman,  Paris,  July  6, 1851 : ' '  Slavery  in  such  aconntry ! 
Can  there  be  an  incongruity  more  monstrous  1  Barbarism  installed  iu  the 
veryheart  of  a  country  which  is  itself  the  affirmation  of  civiliaation ;  liberty 
wearing  a  chain ;  blasphemy  echoing  from  the  altar ;  the  collar  of  the  negro 
chained  to  the  pedestal  of  Washington !  .  .  .  What !  when  slavery  is 
departing  from  Turkey,  shall  it  rest  in  America )  What!  Drive  itfromthe 
hearth  of  Omar,  and  a^lopt  It  at  the  hearth  of  Franklin  1  .  .  .  The 
United  States  must  renounce  slavery,  or  they  must  renounce  liberty.  They 
cannot  renounce  liberty.  They  must  renounce  slaTSry,  or  renounce  the 
Gospel.  They  will  neverrenouncetheGospel"!' Letter  to  LouisKossuth,' 
p.  38;  Lib.  21  :  126). 

tlnfbe  Liberty  Bell  toTlM6,  p.  64,  Thomas  Clarkson,  describing  to  Mrs. 
Chapman  his  Intimacy  with  Lafayette,  reported  him  to  have  "said, 
frequently,  '  I  would  never  have  drawn  my  sword  in  the  cause  of  America 
if  I  could  have  conceived  that  thereby  I  was  founding  a  laud  of  slavery '  " 
(Lib.  16 ;  1). 
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but  you  ought  not,  for  her  sake,  to  be  false  to  America  —  and  Chj 
false  you  will  be,  if  you  fail  to  rebuke  her  for  her  atrocious 
system  of  slavery.  The  fact  that  her  soil  is  stained  with  blood, 
that  tliere  is  no  other  institution  to  which  she  clings  with  so 
nmch  tenacity  as  to  ttat  of  slavery,  that  your  welcome  depends 
upon  your  silence  where  even  the  very  stones  should  cry  oat,  that 
the  universal  sympathy  which  is  expressed  for  your  oppressed 
countrymen  would  instantly  be  tamed  to  rage,  and  thus  proved 
to  be  spurious  —  ttis  fact  alone  would  make  you  faithful  and 
fearless,  instead  of  timid  and  parasitical,  i£  '  God,  the  Abnighty,' 
had  selected  you '  to  represent  tie  cause  of  humanity '  before  us.^ 
"  As  there  is,  in  reality,  only  one  reason  for  your  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  cry  of  imbruted  humanity  among  us, —  and  that 
is,  an  apprehension  of  exciting  popular  displeasure, — it  is  idle 
to  pretend  that  you  are  compelled  to  take  this  course,  to  avoid 
being  mixed  up  with  a  multitude  of  extraneous  matters  that 
would  otherwise  be  pressed  upon  your  consideration.  The 
case  of  millions  deprived  of  personal  liberty,  and  subjected  to  L 
all  the  mutations  of  property,  is  too  distinct  and  too  awful  to  ^ 
be  put  into  the  same  category  with  the  ([uestion  of  tariff,  or  free 
trade,  or  the  extension  of  suffrage,  or  the  distribution  of  the 
pnblie  lands,^  or  social  reoi^anization,  or  national  independ- 
ence, or  non-intervention,  or  any  other  question  relating  to 
individual  advancement  or  the  general  welfare.  lu  every 
land,  men  differ — widely  and  honestly  differ^in  their  views 
respecting  the  science  of  political  economy  and  the  best  form 
of  government,  whether  for  trausient  or  permanent  adoption. 
But  as  to  chattehziug  those  upon  whom  the  Creator  has  stamped 
his  own  image,  '  the  same  verdict  has  always  been  rendered  — 
"  Guilty  I  " — the  same  sentence  has  always  been  pronounced 
— "  Let  it  be  accursed  ! "—  and  human  nature,  with  her  million 
echoes,  has  rung  it  round  the  world  in  every  language  under 
heaven  — ' '  Let  it  bb  ACCUBsao  ! "  His  heart  is  false  to  human 
nature  who  wiU  not  say,  "Ames!"  There  is  not  a  man  on 
earth  who  does  not  believe  that  slavery  is  a  curse.  Human 
beings  may  be  inconsistent,  but  human  nature  is  true  to  her- 
self. She  has  uttered  her  testimony  against  slavery  with  a 
shriek  ever  since  the  monster  was  begotten  ;  and  till  it  perishes 

1  KosButh's  first  speech,  on  Ms  reception  at  Castle  Garden  by  the  citj- 
authorities  of  New  York,  Dec,  6, 1351  flAb.  31 ;  301). 

2  The  Homestead  Bill  was  now  looming  up  as  an  issue  between  North  and 
South,  Passed  by  the  House  of  Eepresentatires,  it  was  rejected  by  the 
Senate  in  August,  1852,  aa  an  abolition  measure  (Lii.  22  :  141|. 
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Chap.  XII.  amidst  the  execrations  of  the  universe,  she  will  traverse  the 
1852  world  on  its  track,  dealing  her  bolts  upon  its  head,  and  dashing 
against  it  her  condemning  brand.  We  repeat  it,  every  man 
knows  that  slavery  is  a  ourse.  "Whoever  denies  this,  his  lips 
hbel  his  heart.  Try  him  !  Clank  the  chains  in  his  ears,  and 
tell  him  they  are  for  him ;  give  him  an  hom'  to  prepare  his  wife 
and  children  £or  a  life  of  slavery;  bid  him  make  haste,  and  get 
ready  their  necks  for  the  yoke,  and  their  wrists  for  the  coffle- 
chains ;  then  look  at  his  pale  lips  and  trembling  knees,  and  you 
have  nature's  testimony  against  slavery.'  ,  ,  , 
Leiiir  to  ' '  As  to  the  tact  displayed  by  you  in  the  management  of  yoiu" 

J^^'  cause,  it  certainly  indicates  great  worldly  shrewdness.  In  Eng- 
land, you  could  eulogize  the  Government,  advocate  free  trade, 
and  warmly  commend  the  abolition  of  West  India  slavery  as 
'  bound  up  with  much  of  the  glory'  of  that  country;  for  this 
was  sailing  with  both  wind  and  tide.  In  the  United  States, 
your  admiration  is  boundless  for  the  Union,  the  Constitution, 
the  Government,  even  the  Mexican  War,  unparalleled  for  its 
turpitude,  because  waged  expressly  for  the  extension  and  per- 
petuity of  slavery,  AH  this  is  congenial  with  the  popular  taste. 
Bat  as  for  free  trade,  the  anti-slavery  enterprise,  etc.,  these  are 
questions  of  '  domestic  policy '  with  which  you  cannot  properly 
meddle,  because  they  have  not  yet  become  victorious!  You 
will  find,  sir,  in  the  end,  that  '  honesty  is  the  best  policy,'  and 
that  no  amount  of  skilful  diplomacy  can  be  advantageously 
substituted  for  manly  rectitude.  Strive  as  you  may  to  propiti- 
ate the  slave  power,  by  which  this  Government  is  moulded  and 
directed,  it  will  be  only  to  your  own  degradation,  and  without 
attaining  the  end  you  desire." 

The  Hungarian  refugee  had  hardly  tnrned  his  back 
upon  the  national  capital  when  the  House,  by  a  narrow 
Jim.  19.     vote,  just  failed  of  resolving  that  South  Carolina  (like 
^22:14.  *    the  seaboard  slave  States  generaUy)  was  justified  in  im- 
Lib. 22:2s.    prisoning  the  blaek  sailors  of  a  British  ship  driven  into 
71,99,201.    p^^  ^y  stress  of  weather  —  treatment  worse  than  that 
GriffisSM.    which  the  Japanese  expedition  was  ostensibly  ordered  to 
^/aTfr^.   redress.     He  passed  into  Maryland  and   Pennsylvania, 
Ub.z2:ii.    and   was  received  by  the  Legislatures  and  Governors 
i«.23:i4,    while  a  bill  was  pending  in  each  State  to  prevent  the 
^^'         entrance  of  free  negroes.    Traversing  Ohio,  which  dis- 
franchised its  black  citizens,  he  essayed  his  pro-slavery 
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"taet"  first  in  Kentucky  at  Covington.     "The  spirit  of  F^i.s^-, 
the  South  is  warm,"  he  exclaimed;  "and  wherever  warmth  '*  ' 

is,  there  is  life !     ...    It  is  now  for  the  first  time  that 
I  breathe  the  air  o£  a  Southern  State."    But  even  as  he 

spoke,  the  itev.  Calvin  Fairbank  was  being  doomed  to  the  Pet.  21. 

Kentucky  penitentiary  under  a  sentence  of  fifteen  years'  £2^,23:47. 

hard  labor,  for  having  assisted  in  the  escape  of  slaves —  Rembiiscen- 

his  second  expiation  in  the   same   State  for  the  same  '^"offin'p' 

Christian  act.    At  Jackson,  Mi^.,  Kossuth  paid  his  re-  ^11% 

spects  to  "Hangman"  Foote,then  Governor  of  the  State,  ui.  22:59. 

to  whom,  indeed,  he  owed  the  Congressional  action  which  Putify's 

ended  in  his  release  from  Tui-key  and  transportation  to  ondBiack^ 

the  United  States.    At  Montgomery,  Ala.,  the  cradle  of  ^l^'^^^; 

the  future  Confederacy,  he  repeated  his  Covington  argu-  Lib.'i'i-.Ay 
ment  in  favor  of  national  interference  on  behalf  of  Hun- 
gary because  the  South  held  to  the  doctrine  of  State  rights, 
identically  his  own  1 

The  Southern  grand  tour  was  curtailed  in  order  to  reach  Puhsk/s 

Massachusetts  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  andBUk,' 

On  April  29,  Kossuth  made  his  first  speech  in  Fanenil  ^,1;^^*  . 

HaU ;  and  here  at  length  his  tongue  was  free  to  pronounce  ^'^"*pj" 

the  name  of  slavery,  while  nevertheless  confirming  his  lemd.p.ti. 

refusal  to  heed  the  poet  Channing's  exhortation  :  w.  e. 

'^  °  Chanmng. 

"  But,  flying  slave,  take  the  slave's  part ! " 
With  incredible  self-satirization  he  exclaimed : 

"  '  Cradle  of  American  Liberty  1 ' — it  is  a  great  name  ;  but     Kossatii  in 
there  is  something  in  it  which  saddens  my  heart.    Yoa  should    i^f"Si- 
not    say,   '  Anterwam,    Liberty.'    You    should    say,   '  Libertt/  m    iii.  =2:73. 
America.'    Liberty  should  not  be  either  American  or  European, 
—  it  should  be  just  'Liberty.''    God  is  God.     He  is  neither 
America's  God  nor  Europe's  God ;  he  is  God.    So  should  Uberty 
be,     '  Ameiiean  Liberty '  has  much  the  sound  as  if  you  would 
say,  '  American  privilege,'    And  there  is  the  rub.     Look  to 
history,  and,  when  your  heart  saddens  at  the  fact  that  liberty 
never  yet  was  lastiag  in  any  comer  of  the  world,  and  in  any  age, 
you  will  find  the  key  o£  it  in  the  gloomy  truth,  that  all  who  yet 
were  free  regarded  hberty  as  their  privilege,  instead  of  regard- 
ing it  as  a  principle.    The  nature  of  every  privilege  is  exelu- 
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lAP,  XII.   siveness ;  tliat  of  a  pnneiple  is  oomnranieative,    Idberty  is  a 
j^2        principle, — its  community  is  its  s 


iViite.  Red 
aiid  Black. 
a :  171, 172. 

174-177. 
Kossuth  in 
Ntw  Enff- 


Ergo — not  white  liberty,  bat  liberty  for  all  races  of  men ; 
not  the  white  man's  God,  but  the  God  of  humanity  ;  not 
national  patriotism,  but  "My  Country  is  the  World,  My 
Countrymen  are  All  Mankind."  Ergo  —  "  No  Union  with 
Slaveholders ! "  Ergo,  Kossuth  not  the  guest  in  Boston 
of  the  Webster  Whigs,  the  apologists  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  but  the  companion  of  Garrison,  Phillips,  and 
Quincy,  But  no,  after  a  lament  that  he  had  come  to 
1m^^9i.  America  in  the  midst  of  a  Presidential  campaign,  Kossuth 
continued : 

Hid., p.  ift,  "  The  second  difficulty  I  have  to  contend  with  is  rather  enri- 
ous.  Many  a  man  has  told  me  that,  if  I  had  only  not  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  abolitionists  and  Free  Soilers,  he  would  have 
supported  me ;  and  had  I  landed  somewhere  in  the  South, 
'instead  of  New  Tork,  I  would  have  met  quite  difEerent  things 
from  that  quarter ;  but,  being  supported  by  the  Free  Soilers, 
of  course  I  must  be  opposed  by  the  South.  On  the  other  side,  I 
received  a  letter  from  which  I  beg  leave  to  quote  a  few  lines : 

"  '  You  are  silent  on  the  subject  of  alayery.  Snrroonded  as  you  have 
been  by  alareliolilers  eyer  since  you  put  your  foot  ou  English  soil,  if  not 
during  your  whole  voyage  from  Constantinople. — and  ever  sinee  you  have 
been  in  this  country  surrounded  by  them,  whose  threate,  promiaea,  and 
flattery  make  the  stoutest  hearts  suBcumb,— your  position  has  put  me  in 
miud  of  a  scene  described  by  the  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  when  the  devil 
took  him  up  into  a  high  mountain,'  etc.,  etc. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  thus  being  chained  from  one  side  with 
being  in  the  hands  of  abolitionists,  and  from  the  other  side  wiHi 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  slaveholders,  I  indeed  am  at  a  loss 
what  course  to  take,  if  these  very  contradictory  chaises  were 
not  giving  me  the  satisfaction  to  feel  that  I  stand  just  where  it 
is  my  duty  to  stand,  on  a  truly  American  ground." 

So  this  is  what  the  beautiful  tirade  against  '■'■American 

liberty"  comes  to.     But  Kossuth  has  not  yet  done  with 

his  "  neutrality." 

^""p  '"        "  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words  in  that  respect ;  the 

fcijrf,  fi.  93.    more,  because  I  could  not  escape  vehement  attacks  for  not  com- 
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nutting  myseK,  even  in  that  respect,  ■with  Trhatever  interior  Chap.  xii. 
party  qaestion.  I  claim  the  right  for  my  people  to  regulate  its  j^^. 
owD  domeatie  coneerns.  I  claim  this  as  a  law  of  nations,  com- 
mon to  all  humanity ;  and  because  common  to  all,  I  claim  to  see 
them  protected  hy  the  United  States,  not  only  because  they 
have  the  power  to  defend  what  despots  dare  ofEend,  but  also 
because  it  is  the  necessity  of  theii  position  to  be  a  power  on 
earth,  which  they  would  not  be  if  the  law  o£  nations  can  be 
chained,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  world  altered,  with- 
out their  vote.  Now,  that  being  my  position  and  my  canse,  it 
would  be  the  most  absurd  inconsistency  if  I  would  ofEend  that 
principle  which  I  claim  and  which  I  advocate. 

"  And  oh,  my  G-od,  have  I  not  enough  sorrow  and  cares  to 
bear  on  these  poor  shoulders  ?  Is  it  not  astonishing  that  the 
moral  power  of  duties,  and  the  iron  wiU  of  my  heart,  sustain 
yet  this  shattered  frame  ?  that  I  am  desired  yet  to  take  up  addi- 
tional cares  ?  If  the  cause  I  plead  be  just,  if  it  be  worthy  of 
your  sympathy,  and  at  the  same  time  consistent  with  the  im- 
partial conaderations  of  your  own  moral  and  material  interests, 
— which  a  patriot  never  should  disregard,  not  even  out  of  philan- 
thropy,—then  why  not  weigh  that  cause  with  the  scale  of  its 
own  value,  and  not  with  a  foreign  one  t  Have  I  not  difficulties 
enough  to  contend  with,  that  I  am  desired  to  increase  them  yet 
with  my  own  hands  ?  Father  Mathew  goes  on  preaching  tem- 
perance, and  he  may  be  opposed  or  supported  on  his  own 
ground ;  but  whoever  imagined  opposition  to  him  because,  at 
the  same  time^  he  takes  not  into  his  hands  to  preach  fortitude 
or  charity?!  And,  indeed,  to  oppose  or  to  abandon  the  cause  I 
plead,  only  because  I  mix  not  with  the  a^tation  of  an  interior 
question,  is  a  greater  injustice  yet,  because  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  foreign  pohcy  I  have  aright.  Mynationisan  object  of 
that  policy  ;  we  are  interested  in  it ;  but  to  mir  with  iuterior 
party  movements  I  have  no  right,  not  being  a  citizen  of  the 
tjaited  States." 

To  Kossuth  the  last  word,  the  measure  of  the  man.    In 
July,  after  two  months'  seclusion  in  New  York,  he  stole  nb.^-.izs. 
away  from  the  country,  carrying  nothing  substantial  as 
the  result  of  his  mission  except  ninety  thousand  dollars   uuofGeo, 
—  the  net  proeeeds  of  voluntary  gifts  and  of  the  sale  of       "^: 

1  Thla  imfortunate  referenee  to  Father  Mathew  ia  a  rare  instance  of 
neglect,  on  Koaaulii'a  part,  of  that  wonderful  cramming  whieli  made  Ma 
speeches  so  apt  to  ei'Bry  locality  whioh,  he  visited. 
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:hap.  XII.  "  Hungarian  bonds,"  Already  when  he  was  at  Memphis, 
ili^.  on  his  voyage  down  the  Mississippi,  he  had  ceased  to  be 
the  newest  excitement  of  the  American  people.  On  March 
20,  1852,  Mrs,  Stowe's  'Uncle  Tom's  Cabin'  appeared,  to 
M.  22:62.  mock  the  legislatures,  statesmen,  and  parties  engaged  in 
^pti'st^s  affirming  the  Compromise  measures  to  be  "  final."  It  bad 
^^%Si'  previously  been  published  piecemeal  in  the  (Washington) 
: :  132.  I33.  National  Era.  As  a  serial,  Mr.  Garrison  passed  it  by,  but 
he  devoured  the  early  bound  copy  placed  in  his  hands,  and 
gave  in  the  lAierator  of  March  26  his  opinion  of  the 
novel  that  was  about  to  take  the  world  by  storm,  and 
—  "party  question"  that  the  subject  of  it  was  to  Kos- 
suth—  would  in  five  years  produce  three  Hungarian 
translations : 
U*  22:50.  "In  the  execution  of  her  very  difficult  task,  Mrs.  Stowe  has 
displayed  rare  descriptive  powers,  a  familiar  acqnamtaaee  with 
slavery  imder  its  best  and  its  worst  phases,  uncommon  moral 
and  phUosopliieal  aeomen,  great  facility  of  thought  and  expres- 
sion, feelings  andemotions  of  the  strongest  character.  Intimate 
as  we  have  been,  for  a  score  of  years,  with  the  features  and 
operations  of  the  slave  system,  and  ofteo  as  we  have  listened 
to  the  recitals  of  its  horrors  from  the  hps  of  the  poor  himted 
fi^tives,  we  confess  to  the  frequent  moistening  of  our  eyes, 
Mid  the  making  of  our  heart  grow  liciuid  as  water,  and  the 
trembling  of  every  nerve  within  us,  in  the  perusal  of  the  inci- 
dents and  scenes  so  vividly  depicted  in  her  pages.  The  effect 
of  such  a  work  upon  aU  intelligent  and  humane  minds  coming 
in  contact  with  it,  and  especially  upon  the  rising  generation  in 
its  plastic  condition,  to  awaken  the  strongest  compassion  for 
the  oppressed  and  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  the  system  which 
grinds  them  to  the  dust,  cannot  be  estimated:  it  must  be  pro- 
digious, and  therefore  eminently  serviceable  in  the  tremendous 
conflict  now  waged  for  the  immediate  and  entire  suppression  of 
slavery  on  the  American  soiJ, 

"  The  appalling  liabihtjes  which  constantly  impend  over  such 
slaves  as  have  '  kind  and  indulgent  masters,'  are  thriUingly 
illustrated  in  various  personal  narratives  ;  especially  in  that  of 
'  Uncle  Toni,'  over  whose  fate  every  reader  will  drop  the  scald- 
ing tear,  and  for  whose  character  the  highest  reverence  will 
be  felt.  No  insult,  no  outrage,  no  suffering,  could  rufHe  the 
Christlike  meekness  of  his  spirit,  or  shake  the  steadfastness  of 
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his  faith.  Towards  his  merciless  oppressors  he  cherished  no  Chap.  Xir. 
animosity,  and  breathed  nothii^  of  retaliation.  Like  his  ,Z"j 
Lord  and  Master,  he  was  willing  to  be  '  led  as  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter,'  returning  blessing  for  cursing,  and  ansious  only  for 
the  salvation  of  his  enemies.  His  eharact«r  is  sketched  with 
great  power  and  rare  reUgious  pereeption.  It  triumphantly 
exemplifies  the   nature,  tendency,   and  results  of  Chkistiah 

NON  -BESISTAN  CE . 

"  We  are  curious  to  know  whether  Mrs.  Stowe  is  a  behever  in 
the  duty  of  non-resistance  for  the  white  nian,  under allpossible 
outrage  and  peril,  as  well  as  for  the  black  man ;  whether  she  is 
for  self-defence  on  her  own  part,  or  that  of  her  husband  or 
friends  or  country,  in  case  of  malignant  assault,  or  whethershe 
impartially  disarms  all  mankind  in  the  name  of  Christ,  be  the 
danger  or  suffering  what  it  may.  We  are  curious  to  know  this, 
because  our  opinion  of  her,  as  a  religious  teacher,  would  be 
greatly  strengthened  or  lessened  as  the  inquiry  might  terminate. 
That  all  the  slaves  of  the  South  ought,  '  if  smitten  on  the  one 
cheek,  to  turn  the  other  also,'  —  to  repudiate  all  carnal 
weapons,  shed  no  blood, '  be  obedient  to  their  masters,'  wait  for 
a  peaceful  deliverance,  and  abstain  from  all  insurrectionary 
movements — is  everywhere  taken  for  granted,  because  the 
VICTIMS  ARE  BLACK.  They  cannot  be  animated  by  a  Christian 
spirit  and  yet  return  blow  for  blow,  or  conspire  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  oppressors.  They  are  required  by  the  Bible  to  put 
away  all  wrath,  to  submit  to  every  conceivable  outrage  with- 
out resistance,  to  suffer  with  Christ  if  they  would  reign  with  him. 
None  of  their  advocates  may  seek  to  inspire  them  to  imitate  the 
example  of  the  Greeks,  the  Poles,  the  Huugariai^  our  Revolu- 
tionary sires ;  for  such  teaebing  would  evince  a  most  unchristian 
and  bloodthirsty  disposition.  Yovthem  there  is  no  hope  of  heaven 
unless  theD  give  the  most  hteral  interpretations  to  the  non- 
resisting  injunctions  contained  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
touching  the  treatment  of  enemies.  It  is  for  them,  though 
despoiled  of  all  their  rights  and  deprived  of  all  protection,  to 
'  threaten  not,  but  to  commit  the  keeping  of  their  souls  to  God 
in  well-doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator.' 

"  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that  snoh  eondnct  is  obligatory 
upon  them;  and  when,  through  the  operations  of  divine  grace, 
they  are  enabled  to  manifest  a  spirit  hke  this,  it  is  acknowledged 
to  be  worthy  of  great  commendation,  as  in  the  ease  of  '  Uncle 
Tom.'  But,  for  those  whose  skin  is  of  a  different  complexion, 
ib&  case  is  materially  altered.     When  they  are  spit  upon  and 
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Chap.  XII.  buffeted,  outraged  and  oppressed,  talk  not  then  of  a  non- 
jZ'a  resisting  Saviour^ it  is  fanaticism!  Tali  not  of  overcoming 
evil  with  good  —  it  ismadnesa!  Talk  not  of  peacefully  subtoit- 
ting  to  chains  and  stripes  —  it  is  base  servility !  Talk  not  of 
servants  being  obedient  to  their  masters —  let  the  blood  o£  the 
tyrants  flow !  How  is  this  to  be  explained  or  reconciled  ?  Is 
there  one  law  of  submission  and  non-resistance  for  the  black 
man,  and  another  law  of  rebeUion  and  conflict  for  the  white 
man  ?  When  it  is  the  whites  who  are  trodden  in  the  dust,  does 
Christ  justify  them  in  taking  np  arms  to  vindicate  their  righia  ? 
And  when  it  is  the  blacks  who  are  thus  treated,  does  Christ 
require  them  to  be  patient,  harmless,  long-sufEering,  and  for- 
giving ?    And  are  there  two  Christs  ? 

"  The  work,  towards  its  conclusion,  contains  some  objection- 
able sentiments  respecting  Afrieaji  colonization,  which  we  regret 
to  see."  1 
Lii.22;5o.       Twenty  thousand  copies  of  'Uncle  Tom'  were  disposed 
MS.  June  3,  of  in  three  weeks ;  four  times  aa  many  at  tho  end  of  the 
ia  w.'^i^g'  eleventh  week.    By  that  date  an  edition  had  been  issued 
MS.  Jane  7,   in  London  at  two  and  sixpence,  to  be  followed  by  one  in 
Id  i^L.  G.   six  parts  at  a  penny  apiece ;  and  before  the  end  of  the 
Lii.ss-.igi.  year  no  fewer  than  eighteen  English  editions  could  be 
reckoned.     On  September  24,  George  Thompson  wrote 
from  London  to  Mr.  Garrison : 
MS.  '"Uncle  Tom'  is  doing  a  great  work  here.    Between  400,000 

and  500,000  copies  (varying  in  price  from  sixpence  to  seven 
and  axpence)  are  already  in  circulation.  Two  of  oar  metro- 
pohtan  theatres  are  nightly  crowded  to  overflowing  by  persons 

1  The  reTival  of  the  colonization  mania  in  oonneotion.  with  the  pasaaga 
&nd  eieoution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  la  rery  signifleant-  In  tJiig  year 
18E2,  Got.  Washington  Hunt,  In  a  measage  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
reoommended  liberal  appropriations  for  the  removal  of  the  free  lilacks,  as 
b«dng  a  hindrance  to  Southern  emancipation  !  (Uh.  22 :  37,  38, 76, 139.)  The 
Governor  otAlabama  followed  auit  Cii6.  22:57).  The  Indiana  Leglalature 
actually  voted  a  niggardly  sum  for  the  purpose  (Hib.  22  ;  75),  Even  Jamea 
G.  Birney,  despairing  of  the  future  of  the  free  Macks,  seandaliaed  his  old 
aBSOciates  by  issuing  a  pamphlet  counselling  espatriation  (Iiib,  22  ;  25,  38). 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mass.  A.  S.  Society,  in  Paneuil  Hall,  on  Jan. 
31,  Mr.  Garrfaon  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  a  set  apeech  gainst 
colonization  (Lib.  23  r  30),  and  was  aubsequently  urged  by  Wm,  Henry  Bris- 
bane to  prepare  an  address  to  the  colored  people,  admonishing  them  not  to 
be  misled  by  specious  arguments  in  favor  ot  emigrating,  nor  to  loae  courage 
(MS.  Cincinnati,  Mar,  26,  1852). 
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anxious  to  witoeBs  a  representation  of  its  most  striking  scenes 

on  the  stage.i    Hildreth's  '  White  Slave '  is  also  finding  a  rapid      Rkhiri 

sale.2    Another  volume,  caUed  '  Uncle  Tom  in  England,'  has    ^^.'5/ 

been  published.     Ten  thousand  copies  were  taken  by  'the 

trade'  the  first  day.      There  is  just  now  an  unprecedented 

demand  for  anti-slavery  literature.    Behold  the  fruit  of  your 

labors  and  rejoice." 

Wendell  Phillips,  writing  on  January  10, 1853,  to  Eliza- 
beth Pease  eoncermng  the  late  Anti-Slavery  Bazaar, 
reported : 

"  We  could  not  see  that '  Uncle  Tom '  helped  us  to  any  more        MS. 
purchasers.    It  seems  he  aided  in  giving  us  more  goods  from 
England,     We  made  up  a  purse  and  bought  a  beautiful  French    Lit,  23 :  is. 
bronze  statuette  of  a  negro  for  Mrs.  Stowe.    ...    By  the  by, 
Mrs.  Stowe  is  coming  to  your  country,  by  invitation  of  Ward-    £!'3. 23:33, 
law,  etc.    I  fear  she  will  fall  into  bad  hands  and  do  w  harm,    na^ Ralph 
But  we  must  endure.    Her  service  to  the  cause  has  been  a    Y^f^^ 
great  one.    But  '  Unole  Tom'  would  never  have  been  written 
had  not  Garrison  developed  the  facts ;  and  never  would  have 
succeeded  had  he  not  created  readers  and  purchasers.     She       ^"i-^^ 
has  called  on  Garrison,^  and  visited  our  Depository.    Whether 
she  Imows  anything  of  the  real  obstacles  and  difficulties  of 
such  a  cause  as  ours,  I  cannot  tell.    I  am  afraid  rehgious  asso- 
ciations will  throw  her  into  Tappan's  hands.    Well,  after  all,    i™"  Taf- 
as  long  as  there  are  slaves  there  'II  be  work,  and  no  one  can 
hinder  our  aiding.    Let  God  and  the  future  see  to  men's  being 
understood." 

The  beginning  of  Mrs.  Stowe's  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Garrison  could  not  have  been  very  remote  from  the  date 
of  the  following  letter  from  her  distinguished  brother, 
who  felt  a  drawing  in  the  same  direction, 

1  The  atory  was  dramatiBed  in  Boston  a  litlJe  later  (W).  22 :  191). 

s  This  was  '  Arehy  Moore,'  wltli  a  new  cfttch-title  f'iift.  23 ;  118,  and 
on(e,  p.  111). 

s  In  tte  oourae  of  this  interview  Mrs.  Sttiwe  inquired  eacnestly,  but  in 
no  offensive  spirit,  "  Mr.  Garrison,  are  you  a  Christian  I "  The  question 
was  a  proper  one,  as  Mr,  Garrison  had  already  put  it  to  her  in  connection 
with  her  views  of  non-resistance  fmiU,  p.  3G1).  It  was  niet  smilingly  on 
his  part,  and  substantially  as  was  of  old  the  Inquiry,  ' '  And  who  is  nsy 
neighbor  I" 
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Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  to  W.  i-  Garrison. 

■■•"^    ™-  ^    «  Brooklyn,  Oct.  20, 1852. 

23:=-    W.  L.  Gabbison, 

Dear  Sik  :  Will  you  send  me  the  Lib&rator  f  How  far  I 
do,  and  how  far  I  do  not,  sympathize  with  the  principles  which 
lie  at  the  bottom  of  your  course,  you  know  as  well  as  I.  But 
allow  me  to  express  my  convietion  of  the  earnestness,  sincerity, 
and  thorough  honesty  which  have  marked  your  course.  I  wish 
the  Idberator  because  it  is  one  of  the  few  papers  in  which  I  can 
find  a  fair  repubhoation  of  the  sentiments  of  those  who  do  ftot 
^ree,  as  well  as  a  representation  of  the  \'iews  of  those  who  do 
^ree,  with  yon. 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

H.  W.  Beechee. 
I  will  call  and  pay  you  when  I  am  nest  in  Boston,  which  will 
be  in  about  six  weeks. 

Up  to  the  appearance  of  '  Unele  Tom,'  the  orthodox 
opponents  of  Mr.  Garrisoa  who  could  not  approve  the 
Almighty's  selecting  Em  "  infidel "  instrumentality  to  effect 
the  overthrow  of  slavery,  saved  appearances  by  alleging 
that  (in  the  language  of  H.  W.  Beecher  himself)  he  "  did 

3:203.  not  create  the  anti-slavery  spirit  of  the  North:  he  was 
simply  the  offspring  of  it."  ^  Now,  from  antedating 
him,  they  made  bold  to  throw  him  out  altogether,  and  to 

i«  E.  ascribe  to  the  wife  of  Professor  Stowe  and  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  the  evangelical  Christian  origin  of 
emancipation  in  the  United  States.  It  would  be  idle  to 
discuss  the  question  thus  raised,  but  it  is  curious  to 
estimate  the  real  effect  of  Mrs.  Stowe's  moving  tale  on  its 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  readers  among  her  own  country- 
men. It  undoubtedly  stimulated  imaginations  of  the 
lower  order  which  could  not,  merely  from  the  given  rela- 
I  In  oonneetion  with  this,  Mr.  Beecher  characterizHd  Mr.  Garrison  as  "  a 
man  of  no  mean,  ability ;  of  indefatigable  industry;  of  the  most  unbounded 
eoterprise  and  eagerness ;  of  perseverance  that  puslies  lum  on  like  a  law  of 
nature;  of  conrage  thataroounta  toreeilessneaa.  .  .  .  Hadhepossessed, 
as  a  balance  to  these,  conciliation,  goodoature,  tienevolence,  or  even  a  cer- 
tain popular  roirtMulneBa  ;  had  he  posaesaed  the  moderation  and  urbanity 
of  Clarkson,  or  the  deep  piety  of  Wilberforce,  he  bad  been  the  one  man  of 
our  age.  These  all  he  lacked.  Had  the  diaease  of  America  needed  only 
counter-irritation,  no  better  blistercouldhave  been  applied"  (Lib.  20;  203). 
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tion  of  master  and  slave,  picture  all  the  dreadful  possi-  CHAr.  xii. 
bilities.  Unquestionably,  too,  it  made  the  fugitive  slave  la^^ 
safer  and  more  welcome  in  his  Northern  transit,  and  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  more  loathed  and  more  difficult  of 
execution.  But  it  did  not  produce  a  spontaneous  and 
overpowering  popular  demonstration  in  favor  of  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  a  petition  en  masse,  or  in  fact  materially 
strengthen  the  steady  work  of  the  abolitionists  in  that 
direction.  The  law  remained  intact  till  the  KebeUion 
made  it  obsolete. 

Neither  did  '  Uncle  Tom '  recruit  the  abolition  ranks  to 
any  appreciable  extent,  for  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Garri- 
son in  a  speech  at  West  Cheater,  Pa.,  on  October  26,  1852 : 

"  A  great  deal  is  said  at  the  present  time,  and  perhaps  not  too  Petri.  Frt^- 
maeh,  in  regard  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  Many  persons  glory  '"'™' 
in  their  hostility  to  it,  and  npon  this  capital  they  set  np  an  anti- 
slavery  reputation.  But  opposition  to  that  law  is  no  proof  in 
itself  of  anti-slavery  SdeUty.  That  law  is  merely  incidental  to 
slavery,  and  there  is  no  merit  in  opposition  which  extends  no 
further  than  to  its  provisions.  Ourwarfare  is  not  against  slave- 
hunting  alone,  but  against  the  existence  of  slavery," 

What  is  stranger,  perhaps,  '  Uncle  Tom '  did  not  tell  on 
the  vote  of  the  anti-slavery  political  party  in  this  Presi- 
dential year,  1852,     To  this  party  we  must  now  give  some 
attention,  beginning  with  a  retrospect.     "  Nothing,"  said 
the  editor  of  the  iificraior,  in  January,  1849,  "can  be  more  £i*.  19:6,7, 
superficial  or  more  destitute  of  principle  than  the  Free  Sod 
movement " ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Anti-Slavery  Society  in  the  same  month,  Wendell   j»;,  24-26. 
Phillips  moved  a  resolve  that  abolitionists  could  not  look   ui.  19:19. 
on  the  Free  SoU  Party  as  an  anti-slavery  party  in  any 
proper  sense  of  the  term.     Of  the  Liberty  Party  papers 
which  had  turned  Free  Soil  in  order  to  survive,  Mr,  G-ar- 
rison  declared  that  they  had  all  lost  vigor  and  anti-slavery 
character,  and  that  "  their  latter  state  is  worse  than  their    Lib.  iq:6, 
former ;  and  that  was  deplorable  enough,"    In  this  year       "^'' 
the  Barnburner  element  in  New  York  returned  to  its  zi*.  19:154, 
natural  alliance  with  the  Hunker  Democrats,   while  In        ^^  ' 
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LH.  ig ;  178.  Massachusetts  the  Free  Soilers  entered  into  coalition  with 
the  Democrats  for  a  division  of  offices.  In  1850  oame  the 
Compromise,  which  still  further  nndermined  the  Free  Soil 
Party  by  indeflnifce  postponement  of  the  issue  of  slavery 
extension.    As  the  New  York  Tribune  said  in  1851,  from 

£ii.2i:i25;   the  point  of  view  of  Henry  Clay:  "  There  beingno  longer 

aatt.p.sin.  ^^^  iminediate  danger  of  the  extension  of  slavery,  the 
feeling  against  it  cannot  but  subside."    And  John  Van 

Lii.2s:ir,i,  Buren,  taking  the  stump  with  Henry  B.  Stanton  and 
Isaiah  Eynders  for  Frank  Pierce  in  1852,  echoed  the 

Lii. xi:is7-  Sentiment  that  the  need  of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  from 
whieh  he  had  ratted,  ceased  with  the  passage  of  the 


The  superficiality  chained  against  the  party  was  illus- 
trated in  its  attitude  towards  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law. 
31 :  130.  As  Wendell  Phillips  pointed  out  in  a  speech  at  Worcester 
on  August  1, 1851,  the  Free  Soil  objections  to  that  statute 
all  related  to  its  defects  as  law,  not  to  its  main  purpose 
to  give  effect  to  the  Constitutional  provision  concerning 
runaways.  If  Ellen  Craft,  for  example,  had  been  seized, 
allowed  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  a  jury  trial,  and 
stiQ  been  sentenced  to  return  into  slavery,  the  Free 
Soilers  had  nothing  to  say.  Their  chief,  John  P.  Hale, 
expressly  avowed  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on 
January  10,  1849 : 

19' 31.  "I  am  willing  —  and  I  speak  also  in  behalf  of  those  who 
sent  me  here  —  I  am  willing  that  we  should  be  held  responsible, 
to  the  extent  of  the  Constitutional  obligation,  for  everything 
that  may  be  required  for  the  support  and  sustenance  of  Ameri- 
can slavery.  I  am  willing  to  go  to  the  last  letter  in  the  bond. 
If  you  find  in  it  the  poimd  of  flesh,  take  it ;  and  if  you  find  our 
heart's  best  blood  written  there,  take  it.  I  am  ready  to  eome 
up  to  the  work  freely,  fairly,  and  fuUy,  and  to  conform  to  the 
contract." 

Before  "the  contract"  the  Free  Soilers  lowered  their 

weapons.    Of  the  "  institution  of  Southern  slavery,"  Sen- 

19:21.    ator  Hale  said  in  the  above  connection:  "I  do  not  wish 

to  interfere  with  it,     I  do  not  wish  to  be  aggressive.    I 
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only  wish  that  we  may  be  let  alone."  In  this  he  and  his  Chap.  xii. 
supporters  were  the  antipodes  of  the  abolitionists,  who  185a. 
were  nothing  if  not  aggressive,  and  who  attacked  the 
Constitution  as  the  very  citadel  of  slavery.  For  so  doing, 
the  latter  were  superficially  taken  to  task,  as  when  the 
Boston  Commonwrnlth  coupled  Mr.  Garrison  with  a  certain 
South  Carolina  si 


"  All  this,"  comrQented  Mr.  &arrison,  "  would  Ije  extremely  Li 
amusing,  were  no  principle  at  stake.  Immense  eomplaeeney  is 
felt  and  expressed  by  those  who  are  for  mnuing  a  hne  between 
Slavery  and  Freedom  —  sitting  on  the  fence,  that  they  may  not 
be  convicted  of  standing  on  either  side  of  it  —  in  view  of  their 
sobriety  of  mind,  soimdaess  of  judgment,  and  moderation  of 
purpose,  contrasted  with  those  'fire-eaters'  at  the  South  who 
are  determined  to  stand  by  slavery  at  all  hazards,  and  those 
'  Garrisonian  abolitionists '  at  the  North  who  are  equally  reso- 
lute in  their  defence  of  hberty.  .  .  .  Where  is  the  agree- 
ment to  be  found  between  Southern  and  Northern  disunionists? 
In  what  is  their  consistency  to  be  seen  ?  Let  us  see  the  analogy 
by  which  they  are  made  identical :  we  do  not  see  it  now.  Who 
wUl  enlighten  us  ! 

"  Both  parties  cannot  be  right,  it  is  said.  That  may  be,  that 
certainly  is,  true.  Each  party,  therefore,  must  be  wrong,  and 
so  both  deserve  to  be  laughed  at  or  denounced !  That  is  a  nim- 
sequitur^-tLS  illogical  as  it  is  untrue. 

"  But  are  they  not  both  seeking  the  same  thing, —  the  one 
party  thereby  hoping  to  give  strength  and  security  to  the  slave 
system,— the  other  party  hoping  to  effect  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
and  thus  truly  to  enlarge  the  '  area  of  freedom,'  by  dissolving 
the  Union?  Yes — ^but  does  this  prove  that  both  parties  are 
equally  deluded  t    Nonsense  1 

"  But  are  not  both  agreed  in  this,  that  they  will  listen  to  no 
compromise,  yield  not  one  jot  or  tittle,  submit  to  no  truce? 
Tes — what  then?  Both  unreasonable,  extravagant,  demented? 
How  so  ?  The  Carohna  '  fire-eaters '  affirm  that  slavery  is  of 
divine  appointment.  If  so,  then  they  act  righteoi^ly  in  up- 
holding it  at  all  hazards.  They  declare  it  to  be  morally  and 
politically  right,  and  indispensable  to  the  general  safety  and 
prosperity.  If  so,  then  they  act  consistently,  and  even  nobly, 
in  resisting  to  the  utmost  any  efforts  for  its  immediate  or  ulti- 
mate overthrow.    Between  their  premises  and  conclusions,  no 


./a. 


J  by  Google 


368  WnXIAM  LLOTB   GAEEISON.  IMi.  47. 

Chap.  XII.  flaw  can  be  detected ;  between  their  principles  and  their  prae- 
j^        tice,  no  discrepancy  esasts.    They  act  as  though  they  beheve 
what  they  say ;  and  in  this  are  to  be  strongly  commended  and 
elosely  imitated. 

"  The  Northern  disimionists  afBrm  that  every  human  being 
has  an  inalienable  right  to  Hberty ;  consequently,  that  no  rnan 
can  be  held  in  slavery  without  guilt;  and,  therefore,  that  no 
trace  is  to  be  made  with  the  slaveholder.  They  declare  slavery 
to  be  morally  and  poUtieaUy  wrong,  and  its  extinction  essential 
to  the  general  welfare  ;  hence,  that  neither  sanction  nor  tolera- 
tion is  to  be  extended  to  it.  They  are  not  less  tenacious,  not 
less  inexorable,  and  certainly  not  less  coasist«nt,  than  the 
Southern  disunionists.  The  issue,  therefore,  which  these  parties 
make,  separates  them  as  widely  from  each  other  as  heaven  from 
hell :  do  such  '  extremes '  meet  1  What  is  there  extreme  about 
it,  absurdly  ?  '  If  die  Lord  be  God,  serve  him ;  if  Baal,  then 
serve  him.'  la  it  a  ease  for  ooneiliation,  for  '  truck  and  dicker,' 
for  insisting  upon  a  quid  pro  quo  f  To  yield  anything,  on  either 
side,  is  to  yield  everything. 

"  But  how  can  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  at  once  strengthen 
and  perpetuate  slavery,  as  the  Carolinians  contend  —  and  also 
tend  to  the  speedy  overthrow  of  slavery,  as  the  '  Garrisonians ' 
maintain  ?  It  cannot.  There  is  infatuation  somewhere  —  on 
■which  side,  what  clear-sighted  man  can  doubt  ?  And  we  retort 
by  asking,  How  can  the  Union  exist  without  injury  to  slavery, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  detriment  to  liberty,  on  the  other?  For  — 
to  propitiate  the  South  —  it  must  be  clearly  shown  that  the 
Union  and  Slavery  are  perfectly  compatible  together ;  or  —  to 
satisfy  the  troubled  conscience  of  the  North  —  it  most  be  just  as 
plainly  shown  that  the  Union  is  antagonistical  f  o  Slavery.  The 
former  has  been  demonstrated  ever  since  the  Union  was  formed, 
by  the  multiplication  of  five  hundred  thousand  slaves  into  three 
millions  three  hundred  thousand  —  the  addition  of  nine  new 
slave  Stat«s  to  the  original  six  —  the  purchase  and  conquest  of 
Louisiana,  Florida,  Tesas,  and  other  Mexican  territory,  for 
slaveholding  pmrposes —  and  by  the  glaring  fact  that,  for  the 
last  sixty  years  (in  the  language  of  John  Qtjinct  Adams  i), '  the 
_presenia(Mm,PKOPAGATiON,  and  PERPETUATION  of  slavery  has 
been  D^  the  vital  and  animating  principk  of  the  Ifational  Go'iern- 
menV  ,^  Ttie  latter,  therefore,  admits  of  no  proof  whatever ; 
and  hence  thegroimd  on  which  we  stand  cannot  be  shaken.    To 
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this  hour,  the  Uaion  exists,  in  form,  only  becaase  the  spirit  of   Chap.  Xll. 

freedom  in  this  eonntry  is  not  yet  strong  enough,  to  rend  it        ,^j 

asonder.     It  was  made  by  concession  to  the  Slave  Power;  it  has 

been  held  together  solely  by  concession ;  and  it  will  terminate 

the  honr  in  which  any  of  those  concessions  are  revoked,^    It  is 

a  'covenant  with  death'  to  be  annalled  — 'an  agreement  with 

heU '  that  shall  not  stand  ! " 

The  Free  Soil  Party  really  came  to  an  end,  as  a  national 
organization,  in  the  year  1848  in  which  it  was  formed. 
There  was  little  disposition  to  revive  it  in  1852,  and  to 
go  through  the  form  of  a  separate  ticket  which  had  not 
the  ghost  of  a  chance  of  succeeding.     Both  G-iddings  and  za.  22:113, 
Sumner  felt  that  another  four  years  must  pa.ss  before 
anything  could  be  achieved.    When  a  Convention  at 
Pittsburgh  was  talked  of,  John  P.  Kale  let  it  be  known  lh.  22: 131. 
in  advance  that  he  would  not  accept  the  nomination  if 
tendered  him  again.    Nevertheless,  assemble  it  did  on 
August  11,  borrowing  the  appellation  of  "Free  Democ-  m.ns-.is^. 
racy"  from  the  Cleveland  Convention  of  May  2,  1849,    ii*.  19:85. 
and  drawing  to  itself  both  Free  Soil  and  the  remnant  of 
independent  Liberty  Party  elements.     Henry  Wilson  pre- 
sided.   Frederick  Douglass,  on  motion  of  Lewis  Tappan, 
wasmade  one  of  the  secretaries.    CharlesFraneisAdams, 
Grerrit  Smith,  F.  J.  Le  Moyne,  and  Joshua  R.  Giddings 
took  a  leading  part.    The  platform  declared  for  "  no  more  lh.  2a :  134. 
slave  States,  no  slave  Territory,  no  nationalized  slavery, 
and  no  national  legislation  for  the  extradition  of  slaves" 
—  which  last  was  to  be  relegated  to  the  States;^  and 
against  the  Compromise  measures,  aUeging  that  the  only 
settlemeut  lay  in  making  freedom  national  and  slavery 
sectional.     The  rest  of  this  manifesto,  with  a  few  eseep- 

1  These  concessions  meant  in  1852  not  merely  the  letter  and  spirit  of  tlie 
Constitutional  pro-slaTery  provisions,  but  tlie  esiating  statnte,  □ndimin- 
ished,  (or  the  rendition  of  fugitives.  In  the  debate  in  the  U.  S.  Senate, 
Jnly  28,  1852,  on  Charles  Sumner's  motion  with  referenoe  to  a  repeal  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  both  Northern  and  Southern  members  asserted  that 
this  would  be  toofamount  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Cnion  (Lib.  22  ;  12(1).  In 
other  words,  the  Compromise  alone  had  averted  disunion. 

a  Accordingly,  the  new  party  was  estopped  from  complaining  of  Cali- 
fornia's having  passed  a  retroactive  fugitive-slave  law  (Lib.  22  :  49,  50,  65, 
89,99,117,  167,169), 
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Chap.  xh.  tions,  embraced  objects  having  no  relation  to  slavery, 
issz.       like  cheap  postage  and  river-and-harbor  improvements — 

Li6.32:i37.  Or  no  immediate  relation,  like  the  Homestead  Law,  which 
Gerrit  Smith  called  the  sister  of  abolition.      John  P. 

Lii.2x:i5i.  Hale  was  renominated  for  President,  and  withdrew  his 
declinature. 
The  one  aggressive  speech  in  the  Convention  was  made 

i»,  32:134.  by  Douglass,  who  was  for  exterminating  slavery  every- 
where. G-errit  Smith  reported  a  minority  platform  de- 
claring slavery  to  be  "  incapable  of  legislation,"  and  so 
whitewashing  the  pro-slavery  Constitution.     It  grieved 

Zj-*.2a:j37.  him  that  the  platform  adopted  admitted  slavery  in  the 
States  to  be  legal  and  tolerated  by  the  Constitution,  and 
he  could  not  bring  himself  to  vote  for  Hale  in  the  Con- 
vention, though  prepared  to  do  so  at  the  polls.  Neither 
eould  he  recommend  disbanding  the  Liberty  Party,  though 
persuaded  that  the  Free  Democracy  were  better  than  their 
platform,  and  would  not  break  up  in  coalitions  and  dis- 
grace themselves  like  the  Free  Soil  Party.  On  August 
24,  Wendell  PhilHps  wrote  from  Northampton  to  Mrs. 
MS.  Garrison :  "  Tell  Garrison  that  it  seems  to  me  Douglass 
will  come  out  for  Hale.  What  nonsense! — hold  the 
Constitution  to  be  anti-slavery,  justify  one's  self  in  voting 
on  that  theory,  and  then  vote  for  a  man  who  don't  agree 
with  the  theory ! " 

In  practice,  it  made  no  difference  which  way  any 
pohtical  aboHtiouist  voted  in  November,  1852.  The  two 
preponderating  parties.  Whig  and  Democratic,  at  their 
nominating  conventions,  competed,  in  the  language  of 

£13.32:119.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  (who  was  not  jesting),  "to  vindicate 
Slavery  as  part  of  that  American  liberty  which  the  treaty 
of  independence  recognizes,  and  no  foreign  nation  must 
meddle  with."  Bizarre  and  contradictory  as  this  sounds, 
it  represented  the  Free  Soil  attitude  also  towards  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union  as  they  came  from  the  hands 
of  the  founders  of  the  "  Repubhc." 

MS..  Bos-        "  AU  disguises  are  now,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  to  J.  M.  McKim, 
tZ,'ies/_      "  thrown  off  by  the  two  great  political  parties  in  the  land,  and 
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they  stand  committed  to  the  side  of  slavery,  nakedly,  openly,    lh.  2' 
impudently,  and,  as  they  say,  everlastingly  !    Both  Scott  and        '? 
Pierce  have  agreed  to  uphold  all  that  was  done  hy  the  Balti-        sco 
more  Convenllons,  relating  to  slavery ;  so  that,  by  no  casuistry       ^ 
whatever  can  a  vote  east  for  either  of  them  be  anything  else 
than  a  direct  sanction  to  slaveholdiog,  slave -breeding,  and  slave- 
hunting.     None  but  those  who  are  morally  depraved  or  blind 
can  give  such  a  vote." 

As  Webster,  at  the  Whig  Convention,  received  only  a 
contemptible  minority  of  votes  (the  largest  third  from 
Massachusetts,  and  not  one  from  any  Southern  Whig,  in 
spite  of  his  7th  of  March  abasement  —  not  one,  though 
besought  with  tears  if  only  as  a  harmless  "compliment"))  Lib.^: 
so  Slavery,  between  the  rival  worshippers,  emphatically 
elected  for  her  perfect  service  the  Democratic  Party.  Like 
those  "languid  Tritons"  who,  at  the  wood-nymph's  feet, 
"  poured 
Pearls  while  on  land  they  withered  and  adored," 

Webster  in  the  flesh  and  the  Whig  party  in  its  name  and  Lib.  a 
organization  died  within  a  fortnight  of  each  other  at  the     ^'^^' 
feet  of  their  goddess.     The  Free  Democracy  likewise  came 
to  naught,  in  spite  of  their  obeisance  to  the  compromises 
of  the  Constitution  —  in  spite  of  the  aid  given  by  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law  and  by 'Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.'    They  polled  ub.i.. 
some^6j000  votes,  agaiast  moce  than  290,000  in.  18iS,  "' 

Mr.  Garrison's  special  acti\-ity  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year  is  imaged  in  the  following  correspondence. 
The  first  letter  relates  to  the  celebration  of  the  Jerry 
rescue  at  Syracuse : 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  S.  J.  May. 

Boston,  Sept.  10, 1853.  .li 

In  being  at  your  "rescue"  anniversary  on  the  1st  of  October, 
I  was  hoping  to  be  able  to  "  kill  two  stones  with  one  bird  "  (as 
some  one  has  said,  in  Ireland  or  out  of  it),—  !,  e.,  to  mate  it 
incidental  to  my  visit  to  Pennsylvania,  to  attend  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  State  A.  S.  Scieicty ;  but  as  that  meeting  has 
been  postponed  from  the  first  week  in  October  to  the  last,  I 
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IP.  Xll.   shall  not  be  abletocarrythatplaii  intoeffeet.    I  am  hesitating, 
j^2         therefore,  whether  to  be  with  you  on  the  1st.    My  presence,  with 
the  amount  of  talent  you  will  not  fail  to  have  present  on  the 
occasion,  can  certainly  be  of  no  special  value ;  and  as  the  dis- 
tance and  the  expense  are  both  considerable  (the  latter  being  the 
most  weighty  consideration),  my  conclusion  is,  that  I  had  better 
send  a  letter  to  be  read  to  the  meeting,  and  abandon  the  idea  of 
being  on  the  ground  bodily,    .    .    . 
My  spirit  is  exulting  in  view  of  the  successful  proceedings  of 
■/.  B-io,    the  Woman's  Rights  Convention  in  yoor  city.    This  is  the  fifth 
■^  'isT^'    ^'^  ^^^  conventional  erperiment  on  the  part  of  the  women  of 
this  country  to  plead  their  own  cause,  and  vindicate  their  inahen- 
able  rights.    In  every  instance,  the  result  has  far  surpassed  the 
most  sanguine  erpeetations.    They  have  conducted  their  meet- 
ings with  a  dignity,  a  propriety,  and  an  amount  of  talent 
seldom  equalled  by  the  other  sex.     The  effeot  upon  the  public 
mind  has  been  very  striking.     The  press  generally  has  behaved 
remarkably  well,  and  treated  the  effort  respectfully,  in  many 
instances  cordially.     What  a  change,  my  dear  friend,  has  been 
wrought  since  1840,  when  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society 
!,  2:348,    was  rent  asunder,  on  the  soleground(atleast  ostensibly),  that  it 
345'         was  an  intolerable  outrage,  and  shockingly  unseriptural,  to  place 
a  woman  on  one  of  its  committees  I    Where  is  the  orthodox 
!,  a :  133.   General  Association  of  Massachusetts,  which  was  once  so  prompt 
to  issue  its  bullagainst  the  Grimk^s,  for  publicly  pleading  "the 
cause  of  all  such  aa  are  appointed  to  destruction  "  ?    Even  the 
New  York  Observer  and  Puritan  Secorder  are  dumb !    And  all 
this  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  women  are  claiming  entire 
eqnahty  of  rights  with  men  —  the  right  to  be  ministers,  lawyers, 
doctors,  and  even  legislators  !    ReaUy,  the  age  is  "  progressive  " 
^  and,  beyond  all  cavil,  "  the  world  moves." 
!,  IVM.       Speaking  of  the  Grimk^s,  Angelina  (with  her  children)  and 
Sarah  are  now  spending  a  few  weeks  at  the  pleasant  residence 
of  Samuel  Philbriok  in  Brookline.     The  latter  I  have  seen,  but 
Angelina  was  too  unwell,  the  day  1  called,  to  leave  her  room. 
She  is  suffering  from  the  fever  and  ague.    They  both  wear  the 
>.  Weii.   Bloomer  costume.^    Theodore  is  at  home  on  his  farm, 

I  A  short  sMrt,  with  trouaera  I  Lib.  21 :  76).  "  Mra.  (Amelia]  Bloomer 
was  among  the  first  to  wear  the  dress,  Hnd  xtoutly  advocated  its  adoptieii 
in  her  paper,  the  Idty,  pnWished  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  But  it  was  intro- 
dueed  by  Eiiiabeth  Smith  Miller,  the  daughter  of  the  great  philanthropist, 
Gerrit  Smith,  in  1850"  (' Hist,  of  Woman  Suffrage,'  1  :127;  and  see  rfso 
pp.  469,  84+). 
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W.  L.  Garrison  to  S.  J.  May. 

Boston,  Sept.  27, 1852.  MS. 

Thanks  for  youi  letter.    You  say,  "  come,"  and  the  travelling    MS.  5wa- 
espenses  shall  be  paid,     ...     I  will  be  with  you.    My  plan    ™%'^{'' 
is,  to  leave  Boston  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  lecture  in 
Albany  that  evening,  in  compliance  with  a  request  of  some      Sepi.  sg. 
Mends  in  that  city  ;  and  on  Thursday  moraing  to  proceed  to     Sefi.  30, 
Syracuse,  arriving  in  your  city,  I  suppose,  by  1  or  2  o'clock. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  well,  on  that  evening,  to  have  a  social  but 
somewhat  select  meeting  of  friends,  to  confer  together  as  to  the 
next  day's  order  of  proceedings ;  for  the  occasion  wUl  be  one  of 
vast  responsibility  and  importance,  and  we  need  great  wisdom 
to  direct  as  weU  as  courage  to  esecuto.    Every  document,  and 
all  the  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  to  the  meeting,  should  be 
mostcarefullyprepared  and  critically  examined,  both  ina  moral 
and  legal  point  of  view.     There  ought  to  be  a  reliable  report  of 
the  proceedings,  cost  what  it  may ;  for  we  may  anticipate  any 
amount  of  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  such  pro-slavery 
papers  as  the  Star,  etc.,  etc.     .     .    . 

Theodore  Parker  has  put  into  my  hands  an  admirable  letter 
from  his  pen,  to  be  read  to  the  meeting,  provided  any  one  can 
decipher  his  manuscript  who  shall  undertake  to  read  it. 

■J.  Miller  McKim  to  Miss  Sarah  Pitgh,  abroad.^ 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  1, 1852.  Ms. 

The  observed  of  all  observers  at  our  [State]  meeting  was  Od.  25-27, 
WUHam  Lloyd  GEarrison.  He  had  never  before  been  at  West  ^^^^.\^^- 
Chester,  and  as  a  consequence  the  people  were  very  anxious  to 
see  and  hear  him.  I  need  not  teU  you  that  ike  impression  ho 
made  was  highly  favorable  to  himself  and  to  the  cause.  This, 
you  know,  is  the  case  wherever  he  goes.  The  prejudice  which 
used  to  exist  against  him,  excited  by  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
earliest  and  always  the  ablest  assailant  of  the  slave  system,  is 
passing  entirely  away,  so  that  now  there  is  not  one  in  our  ranks 
who  enjoys  more  lai^ely,  or  even  so  largely,  l3ie  respect  of  all 
classes.  Indeed,  it  is  observed  that  people  will  listen  to  him 
who  will  not  patiently  hear  a  word  from  any  one  else  on  the 
subject.  His  early  services  and  unswerving  devotion  to  the 
cause  seem  to  have  earned  for  him  a  prescriptive  right  to  speak 
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Chap.  XII.   where  others  are  refused  a  hearing ;  as,  for  instance,  on  his  way 
,^2         through  Philadelphia,  the  "  Congregational  Chapel "  (Rev.  H. 

Oct.  23.      D,  Moore's  church)  was  thrown  open  for  an  address  from  him, 
[Ab.  13 :  190.  j^jj^  gjj  pleased  were  the  people  with  the  discourse  that  he  was 

Oct.  24.  ui^ed  to  come  a,gaiii  and  deliver  another.  The  nest  day,  a 
22  - 190-  meeting  was  held  for  him  at  Franklin  Hall,  which  was  attended 
by  a  crowded  and  de%hted  auditory.  People  of  every  variety 
of  class  and  shade  of  opinion  were  there  ~  Presbytorians  and 
Quakers,  orthodox  and  het«rodos,  Whigs  and  Democrats ;  and, 
judgingfrom  the  attentiveness  of  their  manner  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  discourse,  I  doubt  whether  there  was  a  single  person 
who  did  not  go  away  favorably  impressed  both  towards  the 
speaker  and  the  cause  he  advocated. 

Cf,  IM.  I  never  hear  Garrison  without  being  struck  with  the  absurdity 

23  'So.  qJ  the  charge  that  is  sometimes  brought  against  him — although 
we  doa't  hear  it  so  much  lately  as  we  used  to  —  of  being  an 
Inflde!.  If  there  is  any  man  in  all  my  acquaintance  who  is 
more  emphatically  than  any  other  w)(  an  Inflde!,  that  man  is 
Mr.  Garrison.  He  is  eminently  a  religious  man.  This  is  the 
secret  of  his  power,  both  as  a  speaker  and  in  his  private 
relations.  He  plaees  the  cause  on  the  broad  hasi^  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  his  appeals  are  always  made  to  the  conscience 
and  throagh  the  reUgioTis  sentiment.  His  discourses  are  in 
this  respect  like  sermons  of  the  best  model ;  and  it  is  a  quite 
common  remark,  that  "  there  is  something  apostolic  in  his 
manner."  In  one  respect  he  always  reminds  me  of  the  He- 
brew writers  of  the  Old  Testament :  he  speaks  of  everything 
in  its  relation  to  God.  The  name  of  the  Deity  occurs  sometimes 
in  almost  every  other  sentence  — so  fequently,  indeed,  that 
with  almost  any  one  else  it  would  be  in  bad  (aste  and  savor  of 
cant.  "  God  is  in  all  his  thoughts,"  and  this  manifests  itself 
in  every  speech  he  mates,  whether  in  church  or  on  the  plat- 
form, and  in  aU  his  conversation.  To  call  such  a  man  an  Infidel 
is  preposterous.  With  just  as  much  propriety  might  he  be  called 
pro-slavery.     .     .    . 

But  I  am  dwelling  quite  too  long  on  this  subject.  My  reason 
for  alluding  to  it  was  what  you  said  in  your  last  letter  about  the 
efforts  which  an  individual  in  England  is  making  to  neutralize 
Mr.  Garrison's  influence  by  appeaUng  to  the  religious  prejudices 
of  the  people  against  him.  This  is  shameful,  especially  in  one 
who  makes  such  profession  of  devotedness  to  the  anti-siavery 
cause  as  does  that  individual.^ 
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A  year  before,  Mr.  MeKira,  iu  writing  to  Mr.  {rarrison 
on  another  topic,  asked  if  the  rumor  were  true  that  he 
believed  in  the  spiritual  origin  of  the  ao-ealled  Rochester 
kuockings.  The  first  public  revelation  of  his  views  on 
this  subject — views  which,  if  they  did  not  tend  to  prove 
his  infidelity,  at  lea.st  did  not  improve  his  orthodox 
standing  —  was  made  in  the  lAberator  ot  May  7, 1852,  in 
an  editorial  notice  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Hammond's  '  Light 
from  the  Spirit  World  [via  Thomas  Paine] ' :  ^ 

"  What  are  called  '  Spiritual  Manifestations '  have  been  exoit- 
ing  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  discussion,  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  in  varigus  sections  of  this  country.  The  opinions 
f onoed  and  expressed  in  regard  to  them  have  ranged  from  the 
most  implicit  confidence  in  their  authenticity,  down  to  the  most 
incorrigible  skepticism  as  to  the  origin  claimed  for  them.  We 
have  read  nearly  everything  that  has  appeared,  on  all  sides  of 
the  question  (for  it  seems  to  be  many-sided),  and  endeavored  to 
hold  the  scales  impartiaUy,  let  the  weight  preponderate  as  it 
may.  We  have  heard  the  rappings,  seen  the  tables  moved  and 
overturned  as  by  an  invisible  power,  had  correct  answers  given 
to  mental  teat  questions,  become  acquainted  with  several  estim- 
able '  mediums,'  and  had  many  astounding  statements  made  to 
as  on  the  most  reliable  authority.  In  this  brief  article  we  are 
unable  to  state  in  what  hght  we  regard  these  phenomena,  beyond 
expressing  our  conviction  that  no  satisfactory  solution  of  them 
has  yet  been  given  by  those  who  attribute  them  to  imposture  or 
delasion ;  and  that  they  are  so  diverse  and  so  extraordinary  as 
both  to  challenge  and  demand  a  thorough  investigation.  If, 
here  and  there,  an  individual  has  succeeded  in  imitating  certain 
sounds  that  are  made,  and  imposing  on  the  creduhty  of  those 

John  Campbell,  who  had,  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1S52,  contimied 
the  work  in  hia  British  Banner,  carefully  esdudiug  vlnditatioQS  o£  Ma 
victim.  "Never,  perhaps,"  wrote  John  Bishop  Eatlln  of  Bristol,  to  S. 
May,  Jr.,  in  the  spring  of  1852,  "  wae  W.  L.  G.'s  name,  more  than  cow, 
odlons  in  the  eyes  of  mott  of  the  pTofeamtu/  aholitionists  of  England.  .  .  . 
A  large  numher  of  people  only  know  of  him  as  a  violent,  immoral,  infidel 
leader  of  a  fanatical  Abolition  party  "  (quoted  In  MS.  Jnne  7, 1852,  S.  May, 
Jr.,  to  W.  L.  6.).  See  the  vindicatory  pamphlet,  '  Statements  respecting 
the  American  AboHtioniats,  by  their  Opponents  and  their  Friends,'  puh- 
liahed  by  the  Bristol  and  Clifton  Ladies'  A.  S.  Society  (Dublin :  Webb  & 
Chapman,  1S53). 

1  Many  similar  noHoes  are  to  be  found  in  Vol,  22  of  the  Liberator,  and  the 
aeleoHons  and  communications  relating  to  Spiritualism  are  allotted  consid- 
erable space  in  tlie  same  volume. 
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Chap.  XII.   present,  it  is  oiily  as  genuine  coin  ia  often  so  ingeniously  eoim- 
j^2         terf eited  as  to  mate  it  difficult  for  even  the  money-ohanger  him- 
self to  detect  the  difference ;  it  does  not  touch  one  of  a  thousand 
eases  where  the  parties  have  been  above  reproach  and  beyond 
suspicion.    .    .    . 
Cf.  Lii.  "  As  yet,  we  must  confess  that  we  have  never  read  anything', 

^^  ■  '  purportiag  to  come  from  any  distinguished  person  in  the  spirit 
world,  that  seemed  to  be  equal  to  his  genius  and  ability  while 
here  in  the  flesh ;  and  this  it  is  that  makes  us  doubt,  more  than 
anything  else  (notwithstanding  so  many  inexplicable  phenom- 
ena), whettier  the  communication  actually  comes  from  the  source 
supposed." 

Credence  —  entire  credence  — he  ■would  gladly  have  lent 
to  a  communication  purporting  to  come,  throngh  his  guile- 
less Quaier  friend,  Isaac  Post  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from 
Oct.  16.      the  spirit  of  N.  P.  Rogers,  who  died  in  1846.     He  first 
MS.  Sipt.    heard  of  this  from  William  C.  Nell,  a  colored  Bostonian 
is-'7. 1  SI-   temporarily  assisting  Frederick  Douglass  with  his  paper. 
Lib.  22 ;  86,    He  reprinted  it  in  May,  1852,  from  Friend  Post's  '  Voices 
^^'         from  the  Spirit  World,'  saying  that,  whether  emanating 
from  Rogers  or  uot,  he  fully  reciprocated  the  friendly 
spirit  of  it.    In  his  new  state  of  existence,  Rogers  was 
made  to  say — 

ii*.  22:88,  "Instead  of  contending  with  my  former  friends,  I  found  ttiey 
deserved  all  the  encouragement  in  my  power  to  give.  I  very 
soon  became  as  closely  united  to  my  old  friend,  W,  L.  Garri- 
son, as  ever  I  had  been ;  yes,  far  more.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  he 
has  always  been  faultless ;  but  I  do  wish  to  bear  my  testimony 
that  his  great  desire  is  to  do  his  duty  to  God  and  man.    My 

Aitu.p.  124.  opposition,  therefore,  vanished  like  the  morning  dew.  I  have 
longed  for  the  privilege  of  mating  him  sensible  of  the  change, 
and  that  it  is  I  who  have  often  whispered  in  his  mental  ear : 
'  Go  on,  my  friend,  for  there  is  more  with  us  than  against  us  — 
if  not  bodily,  surely  there  is  spirituaUy,  for  God  and  all  the  good 

It  is  one  of  the  minor  puzzling  curiosities  of  spiritual 
manifestations  that  certain  characters  attach  themselves 
to  an  individual  inquirer,  and  present  themselves  to  him 
through  divers  "mediums,"  both  in  his  presence  and  in 
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Hs  absence.     Thus  it  was  with  the  disembodied  Rogers,  Chap.  xii. 
or  his  impersonator,  who,  in  the  same  month  of  Septem-        igj^, 
ber,  1851,  sent  another  message  of  reconciliation  through        MS. 
Oliver  Johnson  by  a  boy  medium  near  Waterloo,  N.  T.,      1851,  a 
and  who  became  from  that  time  truly  a  familiar  spirit  to    '^^™g. 
Mr.  Garrison  —  sometimes  notably,  and  so  consistently 
as  to  produce  the  pleasurable  conviction  that  it  was  in- 
deed Rogers  who,  clothed  and  in  his  right  mind,  sought 
to  atone  for  his  hostile  aberration,  Eind  to  restore  the 
joyous  friendship  of  1840. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  Bible  Convention. — 1853. 

Chap.  XIII.   Tj^ROM  among  a  dozen  conventions  wMch  make  the 

1B53.        i     year  1853  memoralile  in  Mr.  Garrison's  career,  we 

choose  for  a  caption  the  one  that  most  affected  Ms  popular 

reputation.     Theologically,  his  progress  had  been  (from 

the  orthodox  point  of  view)  steadily  downward.     The 

Anie,z:42i.  Chardon-Street  Convention  of  1840-41  had  shown  him 
willing  to  discuss  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath,  the  Minis- 

Ante.f.aii.  try,  and  the  Church.  The  Anti-Sabbath  Convention  of 
1848  marked  the  change  from  inquiry  to  open  opposition 
to  Sabbatarianism,  The  Hartford  Bible  Convention  gave 
public  notice  of  his  abandonment  of  the  common  view  of 
the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures  in  which  he  had  been 
bred.  This,  though  not  the  lowest  possible  stage  of 
descent — for  an  Anti-Bible  Convention  or  Society  was 
conceivable  —  was  practically  to  touch  bottom,  and  left 
nothing  to  be  desired  by  his  clerical  detractors. 

The  first  quarter  of  the  year  had  been  spent  in  and 
about  Boston,  but  by  the  middle  of  April  Mr.  Garrison 
began  his  labors  in  the  more  distant  fields.  An  anti- 
slavery  convention  had  been  called  in  Cincinnati  for 
April  19,  1853,  by  the  women  of  that  city,  and  he  was 
MS.  Apr.  invited  to  attend.  The  scene  was  new  to  him,  and  he 
w.  L.  c.  could  visit  on  the  way  the  friends  in  Cleveland  to  whom 
'  he  had  owed  his  life  in  1847.  On  the  day  appointed  he 
stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  beheld  for  the  first 
time  the  slave-cursed  soil  of  Kentucky.  For  him  the 
stream  was  perilously  narrow,  yet  words  of  welcome  and 
of  fellowship  had  been  sped  across  it  from  an  ex-slave- 


to  H.  E.  c 


J  by  Google 


^T.  48.]  THE  BIBLE   CONVENTION.  379 

holder,  Cassias  M.  Clay,  living  yonder  in  a  perpetual  chap.xiii. 
state  of  siege,  and  earrying  his  life  in  his  hands.     He       ,^3. 
had,  ffhUe  a  student  at  Yale,  in  June,  1831,  heard  Mr. 
Garrison's  discourse  at  New  Haven  against  Colonization,  Anii,i:s6o\ 
and  then  and  there  resolved  to  make  relentless  war  on    ^y'c^M' 
the  institution  of  slavery.    Meantime,  he  had  emanei-     t'^'^^l^" 
pated  his  slaves  and  preached  abolition,  at  all  hazards  to   ^"S-  ■4:34- 
his  person  and  property ;  joined  in  the  Mexican  War  by 
a  monstrous  aberration  of  principle  as  of  judgment,  yet   Lib.  16 :  99, 
holding  fast  to  his  main  purpose  to  make  Kentucky  free ;   ^^^°^Aa^ 
and  furnished  an  example  without  a  parallel   both  of  *^"?>*j'»/ 
heroism  and  of  the  folly  of  attempting  to  undermine 
the  Slave  Power  from  within,  even  with  its  own  weapons 
of  violence  —  in  other  words,  of  "going  South,"  as  the 
abolitionists  were  taunted  with  not  doing.    A  constant 
reader  of  the  Liberator,  and  invited,  like  its  editor,  to    ii3. 23:66. 
attend   the    Cincinnati    Convention,  he   wrote    to    the 
committee : 

"  You  say  W.  L.  Garrison  will  be  present.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  LH.  23 :  70. 
of  that  man.  As  a  man,  he  stands  first  among  living  men, 
because  he  has  labored  most  of  all  in  that  cause  which  is  of 
most  worth  to  mankind.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether,  with 
equal  flrroness  and  sensibUity  to  the  Right,  he  might  or  might 
not  have  done  more  service  in  »  great  cause !  It  is  enough  that, 
with  whatever  talent  was  loaned  him  by  Deity,  with  that  he  has 
zealously,  at  all  hazard  of  all  things,  contended  for  the  highest 
interests  of  men.  The  day  for  his  appreciation  has  not  come ! 
There  is,  however,  one  saying  of  his  traducers,  and  the  traducers 
of  those  who  act  with  him,  which  I  wUl  notdee  —  that '  they  have 
set  back  the  cause  of  emancipation  by  agitation ' !  Nothing  is 
more  false.  The  cause  of  emancipation  advances  only  with 
agitation:  let  that  cease,  and  despotism  is  complete.  The 
slaveholders  have  jnst  as  much  inteution  of  yielding  up  then- 
slaves  as  the  sum  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  have  of  laying  down, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  their  sceptres !  How  long  will, 
without  agitation,  kingdoms  last  ?  " 

At  the  Convention,  Mr.  G-arrison  met,  not  Clay,  indeed, 
but  another  abolition  Southerner,  the  Bev.  John  Bankin, 
whose  'Letters'  had  stirred  him  as  his  own  New  Haven  Atu,  1:305. 
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discourse  had  fired  Clay,  and  to  whom  he  now  renewed 
Lii.3y.7t3;  his  public  aeknowledgments  as  a  disciple.  Since  the 
™ "'  ^  ■  ^  '  economic  evils  of  slavery  had  been  forcibly  pointed  out 
in  that  work,  it  was  meet  that  Mr.  Garrison  {in  sight,  too, 
and  almost  within  hearing  of  thriftless  Kentucky)  should 
offer  the  following  among  other  resolutions ; 

Lit.  33:70.  "Resolved,  That  the  abolitionists  of  this  country  are  as  much 
interested  ia  the  welfare,  prosperity,  and  safety  of  the  slave- 
holders aa  they  are  in  the  liberation  and  elevation  of  the  slaves ; 
that,  in  the  abolition  of  the  entire  slave  system,  no  actual  prop- 
erty will  be  impaired  or  destroyed,  but  every  kind  of  property 
■(rill  be  enhanced  and  improved  in  value ;  that  freedom  is 
industrious,  oeonomical,  enterprising-,  and  fertUe  in  useful 
expedients  and  beneficent  discoveries,  while  slavery  is  indolent, 
wasteful,  turning  into  barrenness  the  most  fruitful  soil,  or 
paralyzing  ah  the  inventive  and  progressive  facultiea;  and 
that  emancipation  can  be  as  triumphantly  defended  on  the 
ground  of  poUtieal  economy  and  material  prosperity,  as  it  can 
be  on  moral  and  religious  principle." 

The  Western  tour  was  to  have  been  prolonged   to 
Michigan,  but  a  sharp  pleuritic  attack  confined  Mr.  Gar- 
rison to  his  bed  and  made  return  imperative — to  the 
Lib.  S3 ;  75-    great  disappointment  of  those  who  were  expecting  him  at 
Adrian.    Not  more  than  a  fortnight's  rest,  however,  wns 
allowed  him  in  Boston,  for  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  was  to  hold  its  anniverstiry  once  more  in  New 
York  city.   In  the'interval,  he  attended  onMay5  a  dinner 
Lib.  23 :  74.    given  in  Boston  by  the  Free  Democracy  to  John  P.  Hale, 
whose  Senatorial  term  had  expired  and  bis  place  been 
Aku.s:      filled  by  Charles  6.  Atherton,  of  "gag"  memory.     Mr, 
247-=49-     Hale's  political  attitude  towards  slavery,  tinder  the  com- 
promises of  the  Constitution,   certainly  had  not  been 
acceptable  to  the  abolitionists ;  but  his  solitary  courage 
amid  a  contemptuous  and  murderous  pro-slavery  body 
like  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  deserved,  and  hod 
Ldi.  23 :     always  received,  recognition  in  the  Liberator.    Mr.  Garri- 
^  ^''       son,  therefore,  took  his  place   without  scruple  beside 
Charles  Sumner,  John  G.  Palfrey,  Horace  Mann,  Henry 
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Wilson,  Anson  Burlingame,  Richard  H.  Dana,  Jr.,  John  Chap.xiii. 
Jay,  and  Joshua  Leavitt.  On  Cassius  Clay's  offering  the  13J3, 
toast  —  "  TJie  Trtie  Union :  To  Benton,  to  Bryant,  to  T.  H.  Ben- 
Seward,  to  Greeley,  to  Garrison,  to  Phillips,  to  Quiney —  Bryant,  'w. 
the  union  of  all  the  opponents  of  the  p 
slavery,"  there  were  load  calls  for  Garrison,  \ 
with  peculiar  felicity,  paying  just  tributes  to  Hale  and  to  z;*.  23:74. 
Clay,i  yet  not  forgetting  his  delmda  est  Carthago. 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,"  he  began,  "  I  am  happy  to  be  ivith  Lis.  23 :  74. 
you  on  this  occasion.  "Whatever  may  be  our  peculiar  views  as 
to  the  best  m.easures  to  be  adopted,  or  the  precise  position  to  be 
occupied,  one  thing  is  true  here  —  we  are  all  '  Hale  fellows ' 
(enthusiastic  applause) ;  and,  what  is  better  still, '  Sale  fellows 
WELL  MET.'  (Continued  cheers.)  It  is  not  often  that  anti- 
slavery  men  are  in  a  majority.  (Applause.)  I  believe  we  have 
it  all  our  own  way  Here  this  evening.  It  is  not  possible  that 
there  can  be  a  single  pro-slavery  man  or  woman  in  this  vast 
assembly  ;  and  I  wiU  prove  it.  Allow  me  to  put  it  to  vote.  As 
many  here  as  are  in  favor  of  the  immediate  and  everlasting 
overthrow  of  slavery,  will  please  to  say  Aye !  (An  almost  uni- 
Tersal  shout  of  afBrmation  went  up.)  As  many  as  are  opposed 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  will  say  No  !  (A  few  voices  replied 
'  No ! '  —  evidently  through  a  misconception  of  the  speaker's 
remarks.)  Sir,  it  is  as  I  thought  it  would  be  —  the  Ayes  have  it ! 
(Cheers  and  laughter.)  And  I  hold  that  those  who  answered  in 
the  negative  are  bound,  by  their  own  rule  of  action,  to  come 
over  to  our  side  and  make  the  vote  unanimous  ;  for  pro-slavery 
in  our  country  always  is  looking  to  majorities,  and  to  be  on  the 
popular  side,     (Laughter  and  cheers.)     .     .    . 

"  Sir,  you  will  pardon  me  for  the  reference.  I  have  heard 
somethii^bere  about  our  Union,  about  the  value  of  the  Union, 
and  the  importance  of  preserving  the  Union.  Gtentlemen,  if  you 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  a  Union  worth  preserving,  I 
heartily  congratulate  you.    Cling  fo  it  with  all  your  souls !    For 

iTlie  flcat  meeting  of  Garrison  and  C  M.  Clay,  whenever  it  took  place, 
was  not  aa  early  as  1S44,  as  the  latter  records  iu  Ms  Autobio^apby  (1 ;  99 ; 
Bee  -£16. 16  :  23).  "  I  said  to  Mm ;  '  Why,  Garrison,  I  had  especfed  to  see 
along-faced  ascetjo  ;  but  I  see  you  patriots  are  jolly,  sleek  fellows— not  at 
all  debarred  of  the  good  things  of  life.'  He  replied,  in  the  same  vein :  'Ami 
therein.  Clay,  you  are  wrong,  and  somewhat  confound  things.  Theascetiea 
are  the  wrong-doera  I  Who  should  be  happy,  it  not  those  who  are  always 
right ! '    Qarrlaon  was  a  man  of  great  common  sense  and  much  wit." 
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Chap.  XIII.  myself,  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate.    With  a  price  set  upon 

j^,         my  head  by  one  of  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union  —  outlawed 

everywhere  in  the  slaveholding  South  for  my  hatred  of  slavery 

—  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  am.  somewhat  lacking  in  loyalty  to 

the  existing  Union,     (Laughter.) 

"The  Union  I  What  is  it?  Where  is  it  f  Where,  as  the  un- 
compromising friends  of  Uberty,  will  yon  find  protection  under 
it?  Gentlemen,  loofe  well  to  your  language;  use  it  inteUigentJy 
and  truly.  The  two  great  pro-slavery  parties  in  the  land  join 
with  you  in  glorifying  this  Union,  and  pledging  to  maintain  it 
as  a  slavery-sustaining  compact.  If  yon  use  the  term '  Union '  in 
the  ordinary  pohtieal  sense,  then  I  ask  how  it  happens  that  you 
who  are  pledged  to  give  [no]  support  to  slavery  are  thus  in  per- 
fect agreement  with  those  parties  ?  If  you  do  not,  then  I  ask 
where  is  the  Union,  and  what  do  you  mean  by  preserving  it  ? 
Why,  are  you  not  conscious  of  the  fact  that  in  South  Carolina,  in 
Alabama,  in  any  slaveholding  State,  this  anti-slavery  gathering 
would  not  be  tolerated?  We  should  all  be  deemed  worthy  of 
Lynch  law,  and  in  all  probability  be  sabjected  to  a  coat  of  tar 
and  feathers !  What  a  glorious  Union  it  is  that  we  are  enjoy- 
ing !    How  worthy  of  preservation ! 

"Alas!  the  '  Union'  is  but  another  name  for  the  iron  reign 
of  the  Slave  Power.  We  have  no  common  country,  as  yet. 
God  grant  we  may  have!  We  have  no  common  Union,  as  yet. 
God  grant  we  may  have !  We  shall  have  it  when  the  jubilee 
comes  —  and  not  till  then." 

£iS,  as:         The  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  met  in  New  York 
[78].   !■     gjj^y  ^^  (.jjg  Chinese  Assembly  Room  on  May  11, 1853,  amid 
the  utmost  cLuiet.     Calhoun,  and  Clay,  and  Webster  had, 
Ui.  23-81,    as  Mr.  Garrison  pointed  out,  been  translated  since  1850, 
Was  there  no  one  to  give  the  signal  to  Rynders  to  save 
the  Union  once  more  by  mobbing  the  abolitionists  away 
for  another  term  of  years?     Could  Mr,  Garrison,  un- 
checked, mention  as  signs  of  progress  the  blotting  out 
of  those  pillars  of  the  Slave  Power,  the  Jerry  rescue,  the 
armed  stand  against  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  at  Christi- 
ana, the  success  of  '  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin '?    So  it  appeared. 
A«te.p.'i'j\.   Douglass,   too,  was  there,   but   where  was   his   "half- 
brother"?    Dr.  Fumess's  place  was  supplied  by  Henry 
[82}^       Ward  Beecber,  who  made  his  first  speech  on  an  abolition 
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platform,  not  in  complete  sympathy,  yet  confessing  that  Chap.xiii. 
he  would  "choose  dismemberment  and  liberty,  sooner        1853. 
than  Union  and  slavery." 

The  bestroonsidered  and  most  effective  speech  of  Mr. 
Garrison's  during  the  year  was  that  delivered  at  the  New  Lii.23: 
England  Convention  in  Boston  on  May  26.  It  expounded  '■  "'  ^^' 
the  constitution  and  philosophy  of  the  anti-slavery  move- 
ment, proved  its  catholicity,  and  vindicated  the  criticism 
meted  out  on  its  platform  to  all  who  took  their  stand 
on  it.  In  form,  scope,  and  strictness  of  reasoning  it  was 
a  classical  production.  But  we  must  pass  it  by,  for  the 
Bible  Convention  is  only  a  week  off. 

In  the  Liberator  of  April  22,  1853,  appeared  a  call  to    Lii.2y.63. 
the  friends  of  free  discussion,  "without  distinction  of 
sex,  color,  sect,  or  party,"  to  meet  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  on 
Thursday,  June  2,  to  Sunday,  June  5,  "  for  the  purpose 
of  freely  and  fully  canvassing  the  origin,  authority,  and 
influence  of  the  Jewish  and  Christian  Scriptures."     It 
was  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  William  Green, 
Jr.,   and  William  P.  Donaldson.     Mr.  Green  we  have 
already  met  at  the  founding  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Ami,  i ;  393, 
Society.    Mr.  Davis  was  definable  in  a  single  word  as  a     ''°''  '''^* 
"  seer,"  or  prophet,  possessed  of  clairvoyant  powers,^  and 
sometimes  styled  the  "Great  Harmonian,"  in  allusion  to    Lii.2y.g6. 
the  principal  work  embodying  his  phQosophy.    He  was 
commonly  classed  among  Spiritualists,  though  not  strictly 
in  line  with  them,  and  his  admirers  were  Spirituahsts  for 
the  most  part.    He  had  risen  from  a  very  humble  origin   lh.  27  -.  94. 
without  education,  and  manifested  considerable  gifts  of 
style  as  a  writer.      His  manners  were  amiable,  gentle, 
and  attractive.      Henry  C.  Wright  accounted  him   "a   i£*. 23:64. 
Jesus  of  this  day." 

Mr.  Garrison  gave  his  open  approval  to  the  call  not  Z;'*.  23: 
long  after  its  appearance,  lent  his  signature  to  it,  and  '■  ^^' 
consented  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings.    He  shared 

1  Procuiing  a  ]oek  of  Mr.  Garrison'3  rather  scanty  supply  of  hair,  Mr. 
Davis  evolved  the  "  psyehoraetry "  of  his  new  friend  witli  a  degree  o£ 
success  in  duiraoterizatjon  worth  noticlug  /Lib,  23  :  139). 
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^^.=3:95.    the  hospitality  of  the  Davises  with  H.  0.  Wright,  Parker 
Pillsbury,  and  Joseph  Barker,  the  last-named  being  chosen 
to  preside  over  the  Convention.     Barker  had  apparently 
taken  permanent  leave  of  his  native  England,  having 
Lib.  S3 ;  II.   purchased  a  farm  in  Ohio  and  removed  thither  with  his 
family.     On  his  preliminary  visit  to  this  eountiy  he  had 
MS.  Ai-     received  from  Mr.  Garrison  in  Boston  attentions  like  those 
igf  iasir    1*6  had  bestowed  in  England.     Once  settled,  he  identified 
j^Barker^ia  Umgelf  with  the  abolltionists,  writing  copiously  for  the 
latc,p.■!7^.   liberator,  and  finding  there  admission  (which  Edmund 
ii*.2a:gor   Qnincy  denied  to  it  in  the  Liberty  Bell)  for  an  article 
13, 1353,  S-    showing  that,  since  the  Bible  sanctioned  slavery,  the 
^D^eii    ^ook  must  be  demolished  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
emancipation.    In  November,  1852,  he  had  been  prime 
Nov.  27-09.   mover  iu  a  Bible  Convention  held  at  Salem,  Ohio,  con- 
iSsTms^'   eeming  which  he  reported  to  Mr.   G-arrison   that  the 
t&s^sarier  nieetiugs  had  been  crowded,  with  jnst  enough  opposition. 
id  w.  L.  G.       ^^  Hartford,  likewise,  there  was  a  very  full  attendance, 
but  the  opposition  was  certainly  excessive.    Not  that  the 
clergy  of  the  city  appeared  in  force  to  deprecate  the  pro- 
posed examination  of  the  Bible,  or  to  maintain  its  divine 
origin  and  authority.    With  a  single  exception,  they  held 
entirely  aloof.    The  Rev,  Joseph  Turner,  a  local  Seeond- 
2-67-    Adventist preacher,  and  the  Rev,  George  Storrs  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  belonging  to  the  same  despised  denomination, 
alone  had  the  courage  of  their  opinions  and  stood  up  for  the 
inspiration  of  the  Bible.     They  were  (considering  merely 
their  adversaries)  very  unequal  to  the  task,  yet  they  served 
as  rallying-points  to  the  disorderly  elements  in  the  galleries 
—  notably  the  divinity  students  from  the  adjacent  Trinity 
College.     These,  as  Mr.  Garrison  testified  — 

"  attempted  to  break  up  the  meeting  by  stamping,  shouting, 
yelling,  groanmg,  grunting,  hissing,  mocking,  earsing,  whistling, 
making  indecent  and  insulting  expressions,  on  one  occasion 
turning  off  the  gas  and  extinguishing  the  lights,  so  that  the 
meeting  was  for  some  time  compelled  to  suspend  its  proceed- 
ings, and  behaving  throughout  like  a  troop  of  demons  let  loose 
from  the  pit.     Every  appeal  to  their  sense  of  propriety,  to  their 


.23:90. 
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self-respeet,  was  met  derisively  and  with  shouts  of  laughter. 
Even  the  Sabbath  ^(fi«rAo(y  iSa66a(A — was  no  restraint  on  their  June  s, 
rowdyism,  so  that  it  became  necessary  for  the  Mayor  to  be  in  '^^' 
attendance  with  a  constabulary  force.  In  the  evening,  so  pro- 
tracted and  outrageous  was  their  interruption,  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  arrest  one  or  two  of  the  leading  rioters,  when  a 
scene  ensued  that  bafles  description.  The  ofleers  were  violently 
assaulted,  blows  were  freely  interchanged,  knives  were  drawn, 
and  sword-canes  were  menacingly  flourished,  and  it  was  not 
tin  two  arrests  had  been  made,  with  great  difficulty,  that  any- 
thing hke  order  was  restored.  And  this  was  the  best  defence 
of  the  plenary  inspiration  of  the  Bible  that  pious,  evangelical 
Hartford  had  to  make  on  the  occasion  1  After  the  adjournment, 
the  theological  mfftans  (some  of  them  the  sons  of  Southern 
men-atealers  and  cradle-plunderers)  gathered  around  the  doors 
and  took  possession  of  the  staircase,  uttering  foul  language  and 
insulting  various  persons;  but  the  especial  object  of  their  mur- 
derous spite  was  '  Garrison !  Garrison  !  '^  and  they  vociferously 
exclaimed,  'Where  is  Garrison?'  '  Bring  him  out ! '  '  Put  a 
halter  about  his  neck  !'^  etc.,  ete.i  But  we  passed  through 
them,  unattended,  and  fortunately  without  injury  ^  probably 
not  being  distinctly  recognized." 

Strange  to  say,  however,  the  ■worst  and  grossest  of  the 
interruptions  were  directed  against  a  woman,  Mrs.  Ernes- 
tine L.  Rose,  of  great  dignity  of  carriage  and  of  unusual  £!*,  23:114, 
ability.    Mr.  Garrison  himself  had  escaped,  even  on  Sun- 
day eveniug,  with  shght  discourtesy.     "Notwithstanding   Proceedings 
the  pointedness  and  cutting  character  of  many  of  the    smcm- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Garrison,"  says  the  official  report,  "ad-    ■^•^^"•P- 
dressed  more  particularly  to  the  turbulent,   they   were 
listened  to  with  marked  attention  throughout,  demon- 
strations of  any  kind  being  but  very  few."    Argumenta- 
tively  considered,  they  were  not  as  weighty  or,  perhaps,  as 
"dangerous"  (from  the  clerical  point  of  view)  as  Joseph 
Barker's,  who,  as  an  ex-clergyman,  had  some  advantages 
in  a  technical  discussion.     The  pith  of  Mr.   Garrison's 
speech  lay  in  the  resolutions  with  which  he  introduced  it, 
and  which  incidentally  attest  the  influence  of  his  anti- 

1  In  the  euphemism  o(  the  N.  T.  Serald  report,  there  were  many  "  affec- 
tionate iaqolries  for  Mr.  Garrison  "  (Lib.  33  ;  96). 
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Chap,  xiii.  slavery  experience  on  the  development  of  his  theological 

ibTs-        beliefs : 
Ui.ay.gs:       " Ist.^Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  o£  the  American  church 
'^^^^    and  priesthood,  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  Grod  ;  that  what- 
BBie  Con-     ever  it  contains  was  given  hy  Divine  inspiration ;  and  that  it 
^43.'        is  the  only  rale  of  faith  and  practice,  is  self -evidently  absurd, 
exceedingly  injurious  both  to  the  intellect  and  sonl,  highly  per- 
nicious in  its  apphcation,  and  a  stumbUng- block  in  the  way  of 
human  redemprion.i 

"  2d.— Eesolved,  That  this  doctrine  has  too  long  been  held 
as  a  potent  weapon  in  the  hands  of  time-serving  commentators 
and  desigoing  priests,  to  beat  down  the  rising  spirit  of  religious 
liberty,  and  to  discourage  scieutifle  development  —  to  subserve 
the  interests  of  blind  guides  and  false  teachers,  and  to  fill  all 
Christendom  with  contention  and  strife ;  and,  therefore,  the 
time  has  come  to  declare  its  untruthfulness,  and  to  unmask 
those  who  are  guilty  of  this  imposture. 

"  Sd. — Resolved,  That  'the  Word  of  God  is  not  bound'  either 
within  the  lids  of  any  book,  or  by  any  ecdesiastioal  edict ;  but, 
hke  its  Divine  Author,  was  before  all  books,  and  is  everj-where 
present,  and  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  — -  ever  enunciating 
Nei.  4:1s,  the  same  law,  and  requiri.ng  the  same  obedience,  being  'quick 
and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword' — the 
Bible  itself  being  witness. 

"  4th.— Resolved,  That  it  is  a  secondary  question  as  to  when, 
where,  or  by  whom  the  hooka  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
were  written ;  but  the  primary  and  aU-important  question  is, 
What  do  they  teach  and  command  ?  And  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain this,  they  are  to  be  as  freely  examined,  and  as  readily 
accepted  or  rejected,  as  any  other  books,  according  as  they 
are  found  worthless  or  valuable. 

"5th. — Resolved,  That  it  is  the  climax  of  audacity  and 
impiety  for  this  nation  to  pretend  to  receive  the  Bible  as  the 
inspired  Word  of  Gtod,  and  then  to  make  it  a  penal  offence  to 
give  it  to  any  of  the  milhons  who  are  held  as  chattel  slaves 
on  its  soil,  thus  conspiring  to  make  them  miserable  here  and 
hereafter. 

"  6th.—  Eesolved,  That,  judging  them  by  their  course  of  action 
toward  all  the  reforms  of  the  age,  and  their  position  in  society, 

t  /. «.,  "  Progresaionin  knowledge,  in.  wisdom,  fttid  in  truth ;  thus  perfect- 
ing: ourselves;  simply  a  matter  of  progression  —  redemption  from  a  low 
and  fallen  state,  Ijringing  us  up  to  a  h^h  and  exalted  one"  ('Proceedings 
Hartford  Bible  Convention,'  p.  204). 
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the  elergy  of  this  country,  as  a  body,  would  as  readily  bum  the   Chap,  xill. 
Bible  to-mocrow  il  public  sentiment  oyerwhelmii^ly  demanded        j^, 
it,  and  persecution  and  loss  of  character  should  be  the  result  of 
disobedience,  as  to-day  they  are  found  earnest  in  their  endorse- 
ment of  the  plenary  jnspLratiou  of  that  boot,  in  accordance  with 
public  sentiment." 

Three  other  resolutions  —  exhibiting  the  impossibility 
of  the  Bible's  being  a  consistent  and  unchanging  rule  of 
faith  and  practice,  and  the  multifarious  conflicting  inter- 
pretations of  it  iu  the  strife  of  ages,  and  the  worthless- 
ness  of  a  profession  of  faith  in  it  aa  a  clew  to  character 
— were  offered  by  Mr.  Garrison  on  the  last  day.  A  single 
extract  from  has  remarks  on  the  first  set,  just  cited  in 
full,  is  all  that  we  can  indulge  in  —  for  its  personal  and 
prophetic  bearing : 

"  Sir,  I  know  well  the  cost  of  an  appearance  in  a  CoaTention    PrBceediags 
of  this  feind.    I  anticipate  all  that  will  be  said,  maliciously  and    s^i/con- 
opprobriously,  on  both  sides  the  Atlautio,  in  regard  to  the  reso-     mention,  f. 
lutions  which  I  have  read  in  your  hearing,  and  to  my  partiei-      Cf^t. 
pancy  in  your  proceedings.     Already  I  hear  the  outcry  of       26:42. 
'  Infidel !  infidel '.  infidel  ! '  on  the  part  of  those  occupants  of 
the  pulpit  who,  while  they  are  strong  in  their  '  coward's  castle,' 
never  dare  to  make  their  appearance  on  a  free  platform  before 
the  people. 

*'  I  know,  moreover,  it  will  be  said  that  this  is  another  evidence 
of  the  infidel  character  of  the  anti-slavery  movement.  I  know 
that  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  will,  by  the  bigoted  and 
Pharisaical,  by  the  designing  and  wicked,  be  held  responsible 
for  the  sentiments  I  may  utter  on  this  occaaon.  Sball  I,  there- 
fore, be  dumb  !  Will  it  indeed  injure  the  eaase  of  the  slave, 
so  dear  to  my  heart,  for  me  to  express  my  thoughts  conscien- 
tiously about  the  Bible?  I  do  not  believe  it.  Have  I  any  right 
to  speak  on  any  other  subject  than  American  slavery  ?  or  am  I 
morally  bound  to  give  it  my  undivided  attention  !  "Why,  air, 
no  freedom  of  speech  or  inquiry  is  conceded  to  me  in  this  land. 
Am  I  not  vehemently  told,  both  at  the  North  and  at  the  South, 
that  I  have  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  question  of  slavery  ? 
And  my  right  to  speak  on  any  other  subject,  in  opposition  to 
public  opinion,  is  equally  denied  to  me  ;  not,  it  is  true,  by  the 
strong  arm  of  Government,  but  by  the  cowardly  and  tyrannical 
in  spirit.    Now  I  stand  here,  not  as  an  abolitionist,  not  to  repre- 
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Chap.XLII.  sent  the  anti-slavery  cause,  but  simply  as  a  man,  uttering  my 
1853  "^^  thoughts,  on  my  own  responsibility ;  and,  therefore,  who- 
ever shall  avail  himself  of  my  presence  here  to  make  me  odious 
as  the  advocate  of  the  slave,  or  to  subject  any  anti-aiavery  body 
to  reproach  on  that  account,  will  reveal  Mmaelf  in  his  true 
character  —  that  of  a  bigot,  a  hypoorite,  or  a  falsifier." 

Those  who  care  may  read  the  outpourings  of  the  press, 
both  secular  and  religious,  on  the  "Infidel  Convention," 
Lib.aj:^.  as  grouped  in  the  Liberator.  The  mob,  as  usual,  found 
Li6. 23:95.  there  its  instifi,cation ;  and  frightened  editors  even  talked 
of  securing  legislative  prohibition  of  such  gatherings  in 
Prociedings  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  view  of  the  announcement 
Biii/cm-  that  another  Bible  Convention  would  be  held  in  January, 
—;.<>■    1854. 

An  excursion  to  Flushing,  Long  Island,  in  August,  to 
Aug.  4,     take  part  in  the  celebration  of  West  India  emancipation 
23^: '129.  ■    under  the  management  of  the  New  York  City  Anti-Slavery 
Society  ,1  broke  for  a  moment  Mr.  Garrison's  summer  rest. 
By  the  end  of  the  same  month,  he  was  on  his  way  to  New 
York  to  share  in  an  extraordinary  aeries   of  meetings 
crowded  into  a  single  week.     lu  May  a  so-called  World's 
Temperance  Convention    had  been   held  in   that  city, 
Lih.si'.      tinder  the  customary  clerical  auspices,  and,  though  con- 
Wom^R '    senting  at  first  to  admit  certificated  delegates  from  the 
^i^^'     Women's  State  Temperance  Society,  was  convulsed  by 
a  motion  to  place  one  of  them  on  the  business  commit- 
tee.   A  hearing  was  refused  to  the  women  themselves, 
and  they  were  finally  excluded,  as  not  contemplated  in 
the  call.     A  secession  accordingly  took  place,  led  by 
the  Kev.  T.  W,  Hig^ason  of  Worcester,  Mass.    A  fall 
meeting  having  been  arranged  for  the  same  misnamed 
Convention,  on  September  6,  7,  a  counter  Whole  World's 
Temperance  Convention  was  projected  for  September  1, 
i;*.a3:ii5.  2,  and  Mr.  Garrison  was  naturally  among  the  signers  of 
the  latter  call.     He  took  a  very  subordinate  part  in  the 


//.£.  G.; 
Lib.  23:146. 


1  This  organization  was  consequent  upon  tlie  transfer  of  Oliver  Johnson 
from  the  editorship  of  the  P««nsjfwjHia  JVeemon  tothe  associate  editorship 
(with  S.  H.  Gay)  of  the  SaivymA  Anti-StaveTy  Standard  (Lib.  23  :  47,  50, 
[78],  107). 
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proceedings,  iu  which  the  women  were  of  right  eonspicu-  Chap.xiii. 
ous.    Few  of  the  clergy  were  visible,  and  no  dignitaries.        18J3. 
On  the  next  evening  (Saturday),  he  witnessed  the  perform-      Sept.  3. 
ance  of  '  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin '  at  the  National  Theatre.   On 
Sunday  morning,  he  listened  to  a  sermon  delivered  to  a      Sifi.  4. 
great  audience  in  Metropolitan  Hall  by  Miss  Antoinette  Ln.zy.i^^. 
L,  Brown.i    In  the  afternoon,  he  spoke  in  the  same  place  Lib.  23 :  142, 
before  the  New  York  City  Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  at-         ■* ' 
tended  without  addressing  the  evening  meeting,  towards 
the  close  of  which,  during  the  speeches  of  Lucy  Stone, 
who  "  never  acquitted  herself  better,"  and  Lucretia  Mott, 
the  rowdyism  led  by  the  redoubtable  Eynders  became  so 
rampant  that  the  session  was  cut  short.    But "  we  are  all 
in  fine  spirits,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  to  his  wife.    The  pro-  MS.Sipts. 
gramme  for  Monday  was  a  meeting  at  the  Tabernacle  in      Sefi.  5. 
aid  of  the  "Women's  State  Temperance  Society;  forTues-     '  '^^■^''  ' 
day  and  Wednesday,  a  Woman's  Rights  Convention  in    ^i.  6,  7. 
the  Tabernacle,  parallel  with  the  bastard  World's  Tern-     niaiis^if- 
perance  Convention  at  Metropolitan  Hall.  '^"'(L^' 

The  woman's  rights  movement,  an  outgrowth  of  the 
anti-slavery  agitation,  now  first  began  to  succeed  to  the 
obloqiiy,  malevolence,  and  vulgar  indignities  which  the 
earlier  reform  had  drawn  upon  itself.  All  this  had 
been  foreshadowed  in  the  anti-slavery  experience  of  the  Anu.s: 
Grimk^s  and  of  Abby  KeUey  Foster ;  but  the  organiza-  ^^343; 
tion  of  women  in  behalf  of  political  equality,  and  the  Jl^^'.^g** 
multiplication  of  them  as  speakers  on  pubhc  platforms, 
the  "  intrusion  "  of  them  into  the  pulpit  (as  in  the  ease  of 
Miss  Brown),  renewed  and  intensified  the  persecution,  in 
which,  as  formerly,  the  clergy  took  a  leading  part.  The 
Bible  was  explicitly  Eidduced  to  discredit  the  innovation, 
and  the  lowest  ridicule  was  deemed  justifiable  as  an  aid  to 
Scriptural  anathema.  The  wearing  of  the  Bloomer  cos- 
tume by  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  cause  furnished  a 
ready  occasion  for  this  sort  of  opposition.  The  same 
journals,  religious  and  secular,  that  nursed  the  mob  spirit 
IT  o£  tie  Congre- 
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ffiit.  Wo-    for  the  suppression  of  abolitionism,  provoked  and  fanned 

"^gs%'.     it  for  the  Woman's  Rights  ConventioQ  at  the  Tabernacle 

546, 547-     in  this  first  week  of  September,  1853.    Mrs.  Motfc  presided, 

and  lent  to  the  occasion  all  the  defence  that  purity  of  life 

and  charm  of  person  and  Quaker  dignity  eoold  contribute ; 

Zi*,23:i48;  but  in  vaiu.    The  overrulitig  of  the  rights  of  the  promoters 

ttum  suf-     of  the  Convention  and  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  audience 

■^^5^;     was  iiucheeked,  especially  in  the  evening,  although  the 

police  made  a  show  of  preserving  order.     Mr.  Garrison 

ibu.,  I :     appears  to  have  spoken  twice  and  to  have  been  heard. 

548,570. 

/iiit,  1:549.  "The  land,"  he  said,  " is  beginning  to  be  convulsed.  The 
opposition  to  the  moYementisassuminga  malignant,  desperate, 
and  Satanic  character ;  every  missile  of  wickedness  that  can  be 
hurled  against  it  is  used.  The  pulpit  is  excited,  the  press  is 
aroused ;  Church  and  State  are  in  arms  to  put  down  a  movement 
onbehalf  of  justice  to  one-half  of  the  wholehumanrace.  {Laugh- 
ter and  cheers.)  The  Bible,  revered  in  our  land  as  the  inspired 
Word  of  God,  is,  by  pulpit  interpreters,  made  directly  hostile  to 
what  we  are  endeavoring'  to  obtain  as  a  measure  of  right  and 
justice ;  and  the  cry  of  infidelity  is  heard  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left,  in  order  to  conibinepubho  opinion  so  as  to  extinguish 
the  movement, 

' '  Now,  beloved,  let  us  not  imagine  that  any  strange  thing  has 
happened  to  us.  We  are  but  passing  through  one  oJ  the  world's 
great  crises ;  we,  too,  in  our  day,  are  permitted  to  contend  with 
spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places — -with  principatifies  and 
powers.  What  reform  was  ever  yet  begun  and  carried  on  with 
any  reputation  in  the  day  thereof?  What  reform,  however 
glorious  and  divine,  was  ever  advocated  at  the  outset  with 
rejoicing  ?  And  if  they  have  called  the  Master  of  the  house 
Beelzebub,  how  much  more  them  of  his  household?  (Cheers 
and  stamping.) 

"  I  have  been  derisively  eaUed  a  '  Woma/tis  Rights  Jtfan.'  I 
know  no  such  distinction.  T  claim  to  be  a  Human  Rights  Man  ; 
and  wherever  there  is  a  human  being,  I  see  God-given  rights 
inherent  in  that  being,  whatever  may  be  the  sex  or  complexion. 

"  To  the  excellence  of  the  movement  God  has  given  witnesses 
in  abundance,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left.  Show  me  a 
cause  anathematized  by  the  chief  priests,  the  scribes,  and  the 
Pharisees;  whichpohticiansand  demagogues  endeavor  to  crush; 
which  reptiles  and  serpents  in  human  flesh  try  to  spread  their 
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slime  over,  and  Idas  down,  and  I  wiU  show  you  a  cause  which   Chap.  XIII. 
God  loves,  and  angels  contemplate  with  admiration.    Such  is        jZ 
our  movement." 

In  the  intervals  of  the  sessions,  he  visited  the  "World's 
Temperance  Convention,  where  Wendell  Phillips,  a  dele- 
gate, was  endeavoriag  to  obtain  a  hearing  for  Antoinette 
Brown,  a  fellow-delegate.  Here  the  mob  was  in  the  gov- 
erning body,  especially  the  clerical  portion  of  it,  which 
descended  to  depths  of  shamelessness  not  exceeded  by  the  lh.  23 :  146, 
gallery  disturbers  of  the  Woman's  Eights  Convention.       '47.149.150- 

' '  I  have  seen  many  tumultuous  meetings  in  my  day,"  reported    Hist,  Wo- 
Mr.  Garrison  subsequently,  "  but  I  think  on  no  occasion  have  I     '^  ^"^' 
ever  seen  anything  more  disgraceful  to  our  common  himianity         160, 
than  when  Mi^  Brown  attempted  to  speak  upon  the  platform 
of  the  World's  Temperance  Convention,  in  aid  of  the  glorious 
cause  which  had  broi^ht  that  Convention  together.i    It  was 
an  outbreak  of  passion,  contempt,  indignation,  and  every  vile 
emotion  of  the  soid.,  throwing  into  the  shade  almost  evetything 
coming  from  the  vilest  of  the  vile  that  I  have  ever  witnessed 
on  any  occasion  or  under  any  circumstances ;  venei^ble  men, 
claiming  to  be  holy  men,  the  ambassadors  of  Jesus  Christ, 
losing  all  self-respect  and  transforming  themselves  into  the 
most  unmannerly  and  violent  spirits,  merely  on  account  of  the 
sex  of  the  individual  who  wished  to  address  the  assembly," 

On  October  3,  Mr.  Garrison  began  a  tour  to  the  West  zi*.  23:153. 
with  special  reference  to  Michigan.    Cleveland  was  his 
first  halting-place,  for  there,  on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  of 
the  month,  the  fourth  National  Woman's  Rights  Conven- 
tion was  to  be  held.    He  served  on  the  business  committee 
andwas  among  the  speakers,  the  nine  sessions  passing  off    Hist,  hv 
with  no  sign  of  popular  displeasure,  though  not  witltout     ^agi'i'i 
clerical  disturbance.^    The  first  of  seven  resolutions  from  j-f-^^ ' 
his  pen  read  as  foUows :  iSa. 

"  Eeaolved,  That  the  natural  rights  of  one  human  being  are    Jfisi.  Wo- 
those  of  every  other,  in  all  cases  equally  sacred  and  inahenable ;     ^^f"/' 

^  The  politieal  coaUtion  of  ProMliitionists  and  Woman  Suffragists  in  our 
day  throws  a  eurious  light  on  the  worldly  wiBdom  of  the  treatment  of  Misg 
Brown. 

2  Joseph  Barker,  having  maintained  that  the  Bible  was  opposed  to 
woman's  rights  and  was  therefore  to  be  got  rid  of  (Zib.  33  ;  174),  was 
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Chap.  XIII.   Iienee  the  boasted  '  E^hts  of  Man,'  about  which  we  hear  so 
IBM         much,  are  simply  the  '  Eights  of  Woman,'  of  which  we  hear  so 
httle;  or,  in  other  words,  they  are  the  Eights  of  Humanity, 
neither  affected  by,  nor  dependent  upon,  sex  or  condition." 

Adrian,  MichigEiii,  was  reached  on  October  8. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Ms  Wife. 

MS. :  Lib.  Adrian,  October  10, 1853. 

=3  '9°  it  the  depot  here,  I  found  waiting  for  usi  with  his  team 

Ante.iwus-    Thomas  Chandler,  the  brother  of  the  lamented  Elizabeth  M. 
Chandler,  who  took  us  to  his  Lome,  about  five  miles  from  this 
city.     ...    I  was  received  with  aU  the  cordiality  of  Western 
hospitality, 
Oct.  g.  Yesterday  (Sunday),  we  had  two  meetings  in  a  commodious 

hall  capable  of  holding  nearly  a  thousand  persons.  It  was 
crowded  most  densely,  and  many  could  find  no  entrance.  Over 
the  platform  was  placed  the  name  of  "  Garrison,"  in  well-ese- 
cuted  letters  in  evei^een,  surrounded  with  a  wreath.  On  one 
side  of  the  room  were  inscribed  the  words,  "  I  am  an  abolition- 
ist," in  a  similar  manner,  and  on  the  other  side,  "  Our  country 
is  the  world— our  countrymen  are  all  mankiod."  I  forgot  to 
add  in  its  place  that,  under  my  name,  were  two  hands  clasped 
together,  one  white,  the  other  black.  ...  I  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  at  both  meetings,  and  was  listened  to  with  the 
most  profound  attention ;  and  my  remarks  seemed  to  be  gener- 
ally well  received.  It  is  impossible  to  say  anything  new  here 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  they  have  had  all  our  able  lecturers 
in  auperabimdance.  It  is  almost  like  "  carrying  coals  to  New- 
castle," and  I  felt  it  to  be  so. 

I  was  agreeably  surprised,  while  speaking  in  the  afternoon, 
to  see  SaUie  Holley  2  come  into  the  meeting,  with  her  travelling 

fallen  foul  of  as  an  infldel  and  a  renegade  priest  by  the  Rev.  Edwin  H.  Nevin, 
already  known  to  Mr.  Garrison  for  Ma  aaaurance  and  duplicity  (Lib.  14:90; 
23  :  1S2),  Kevin's  outrageous  behavior  at  length  drew  from  Mr.  Garrison 
the  open  remark;  "  He  is  manif aatly  here  in  the  spirit  of  a  blackguard  and 
rowdy"  ('EBet.  Woman  Suffr^e,'  1 :  140).  This  led  to  a  laughable  vindieur 
tion  of  the  olergyinan  at  the  hall  door  after  Hie  seasioii,  -where  his  younger 
brother  "concluded  to  take  an  apology  from  his  [Garrison's]  nose,  as  he 
could  not  obtain  one  from  his  lips  "—  to  quote  the  reverend  gentleman's 
own  account  of  this  "andesirable  affair"  (Lib.  23  :  178,  182|. 

1  ViB.,  W.  L.  6.,  and  Marius  R.  Rebinson,  editor  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Bugle  (Lib.  23  :  190). 

J  Daughter  of  Myron  Holley,  for  aome  two  years  past  a  very  acceptable 
MiU-davery  lecturer. 


J  by  Google 


'Et.48.1  the  bible  convention.  393 

companion,  Miss  Putnam,    She  has  been  laboring  with  great  Caroline  f. 

success  in  Detroit  and  other  places,  and  will  probably  be  ^"'™™- 
imdueed  to  remain  in  the  State  a  short  time  longer. 


W,  i.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

Battle  Ceeek,  October  ]5, 1853.       MS.,-  LU. 

On  Tuesday  last,  I  spent  the  day  (with  Mr.  Robinson  of  the       Oct.  ii! 
Bugh,  Sallie  Holley,  and  Caroline  Putnam)  at  Thomas  Chand- 
ler's.    ...    I  spent  an  hour  alone  at  the  grave  of  Elizabeth 
(the  remains  of  her  aunt  lying  beside  those  of  her  own),  and 
pencilled  a  sonnet  on  the  post  of  tbe  railing  erected  aroimd  the   Lib.  23: 190. 
deceased,  expressive  of  my  estimate  of  her  virtues,  and  the 
feelings  of  nty  heart.    Sallie  Holley  had  previously  paid  a  brief 
tribute  with  her  pencil  to  the  exalted  worth  of  the  departed. 
There  was  nothing  else  to  identify  the  persons  whose  remains 
were  lying  beneath  the  sod.    They  are  buried  on  a  rising  eleva- 
tion in  a  large  wheat  field,  ■which  is  seen  conspieoously  at  a 
eonaderable  distance — half  a  dozen  young  and  thrifty  oak 
trees  standing  in  a  row  on  one  side  of  the  enclosure.     To  me 
it  was  hallowed  ground,  and,  while  standing  there,  I  renewed 
my  pledge  of  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  enslaved  while  life 
continues.     Thomas  reminds  me  somewhat  of  dear  brother 
George.     His  heart  was  well-nigh  buried  in  Ehzabeth's  grave,    G.  W.  Ben- 
and  his  reverence  for  her  memory  carries  an  air  of  solemnity         '""'■ 
about  it,  as  though  she  had  been  an  angehc  visitant  from 
another  sphere.     .     .    . 

This  afternoon  I  leave  for  Detroit,  where  I  am  to  speak 
to-morrow  afternoon  and  evening.     There  is  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  in  that  place,  caused  by  the  recent  meetings  held 
there  by  S.  S.  and  Abby  K.  Foster.     The  Detroit  papers  are 
full  of  pro- slavery  slang,  especially  the  Free  Soil  paper,  which    FreeDemo- 
has  assailed  our  friends  after  the  style  of  Bennett's  Herald.^    I    j  ^G*Bm- 
expect  to  be  slandered,  caricatured,  and  assailed,  in  the  worst        "^w. 
manner;  but  no  matter.    One  of  the  Detroit  papers  exults  that 
my  nose  was  pulled  at  Cleveland ! 

1  On  November  9,  1853,  Mrs.  Foster  wrote  from  Plymouth,  Mich.,  to 
Samuei  May,  Jr,  (MS.) :  '•  We  are  doing  over  again,  in  Miohigaii,  what  we 
did  nearly  fifteen  years  ago  in  New  England,  and  eight  years  ago  in  Ohio  — 
flghting  "New  Organization,"  here  under  the  corer  o£  Free  Democracy. 
We  little  dreamed,  when  we  came  here,  what  we  should  have  to  encounter. 
It  never  occurred  to  ua  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  this  conflict  must  be 
paased  [through]  everywhere  before  genuine  aiiti^slavery  could  get  a  sub- 
stantial footing.    When  we  went  to  Detroit,  we  did  not  even  know  that 
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W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

MS.  Detkoit,  October  17, 1853. 

SaUie  Holley  has  recently  lectured  here,  to  very  general 
acceptance,  as  she  does  everywhere  —  her  addresses  being  of  a 
religious  character,  without  dealing  with  persons,  churches,  and 
parties  in  a  way  to  probe  them  to  the  quick,  yet  doing  good 
service  to  the  cause.  More  recently,  our  friends  the  Fosters 
have  held  four  or  five  meetings  in  tte  City  HaU,  wHch  were 
well  attended,  and  which  created  a  good  deal  of  excitement  and 
discussion.  They  are  acting,  in  various  places,  as  my  fore- 
runners ;  and,  by  their  solicitation,  I  came  this  long  distance 

Oil.  IS.  from  Battle  Creek  (about  140  miles)  on  Saturday,  with  my 
friend  Marins  R.  Robinson, —  they  having  left  a  few  days  pre- 
vious,—  thinking  I  should  find  all  the  necessary  arrangements 
made  for  my  lecturing  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening.  But, 
lot  on  our  arrival,  we  found  nothing  had  been  done  —  or, 
rather,  that  not  a  hall  in  the  place  could  be  obtained  for  me, 

Fosier.  "  for  love  or  money."  Stephen  and  Abby,  instead  of  faeUitat-  ■ 
ing  my  progress,  appear  to  have  given  me  an  Irish  hoist,  "  a 
peg  lower."  Indeed,  the  last  evening  they  lectured  here,  they 
were  enabled  to  get  into  the  City  Hall  only  by  some  persons 
breaking  the  lock,  and  taking  possession  of  it  without  leave — 
a  measure  I  would  not  have  sanctioned.  The  notices  of  their 
meetings  and  persons,  by  the  Detroit  papers  (especially  the  Free 
Soil  organ),  were  abusive,  untruthful,  and  scurrilous,  to  the  last 
degree.  Everywhere  the  press  in  this  country  is  as  foul  as  the 
gutter,  and  as  unprincipled  as  the  father  of  Hes.  Most  of  the 
proprietors  and  editors  more  richly  deserve  a  place  in  the  peni- 
tentiary tlian  many  of  its  inmates;  for  they  sin  as  with  "  a  cart- 
rope,"  and  on  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  scale.  It  is 
a  terrible  sign  of  general  corruption. 

MS.  Oct.        To  pass  the  time,  on  Sunday,  October  16,  Mr.  Garrison 
w'!'l.  G^'fo  crossed  the  Detroit  Biver,  and  first  set  foot  on  Canadian 
soil  at  Windsor  —  a  fit  place,  as  it  was  largely  populated 

tbe  Free  Soil  paper  wii3  edited  by  two  priests.  Lndeed,  we  knew  aJmoBt 
nothing  ahoat,  It.  though,  since,  we  have  learned  that  it  haa  alwajs  beeD 
thrusting  a  stab  at  Garrison  when  it  could  find  opportnnitj-.  But  sinea 
Garrison  and  ourselves  were  there,  it  has  kept  a  constant  stream  runnins 
from  its  vials  of  wrath,  mainly  on  Garrison,  St.  Clair,  the  veritable  Alan- 
aon,  of  New  Organisation  memory,  is  lecturing  for  the  party  und  obtaining 
subeoribecs  for  the  paper.    .    .    ." 


M.  E.  G. 
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by  fugitives  from  the  United  States.  He  walked  also  to  chap.xhi. 
tlie  neighboring  Sandwich,  likewise  a  place  of  refuge  from  1853. 
American  tyranny,  and  "saw  the  barracks  (formerly 
occupied  by  British  soldiers)  which,  winter  before  last, 
were  opened  to  shelter  the  crowd  of  fugitive  slaves  then 
hastening  to  that  spot,  to  prevent  them  from  perishing." 
Returning  to  Detroit,  he  addressed  the  colored  citizens  in 
the  evening  in  one  of  their  three  churches,  the  Methodist, 
and  was  warmly  received. 

Adrian  was  revisited  on  account  of  the  State  Anti- 
Slavery  Convention  appointed  for  October  22,   23,   at 
which  a  Michigan  Anti-Slavery  Society  was  founded,  i-*.  23: 179. 
Thence  began  Mr.  G-amson's  homeward  journey  by  way 
of  Ohio,  the  kindest  of  hosts  being  found  in  Joshua  R.  £1^.23;  190; 
Giddings   at   Jefferson.    Boston  was  reached  early  in        '^'^' 
November,  but  home  had  once  more  to  be  abandoned  lh.xj-.iss. 
before  the  close  of  this  restless  year.     The  second  decade 
of  the  American  Anti-Slavery   Society   called  for  com-  Li».  13:170, 
memoration,  in  Philadelphia,  on  December  3  and  4.     Mr.    ^^,f^f}' 
Garrison  presided,  Samuel  J.  May  read  once  more  the   ^^'"f"f^ 
Declaration  of  Sentiments  of  1833.     Noticeable  was  the    ^■^jJ'V^ 
number  of  women  speakers.    Not  less  so  was  the  drift  of 
the  remarks  towards  one  topic — the  public  estimation 
of  the  abolitionists  as  infidels. 

On  thishead  the  following  correspondence  will  be  found 
instructive.  Mrs.  Stowe  had  returned  in  September  from  Sept.  iB, 
her  foreign  tour,  during  which,  if  she  had  been  taken  'a|?'isi. ' 
under  the  wing  of  the  Glasgow  female  sectarian  abolition- 
ists, engaged  at  the  very  moment  in  advertising  Mr.  Garri-  lu.  =3 :  73. 
son's  infidelity,  she  had  on  the  other  hand  been  the  guest  Ljs.asuss- 
of  Mrs.  Chapman  in  Paris. 

Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

[Andovee,  Mass.,  November,  1853.]  Ms.,  no 

Dear  Sir:  The  letter  you  were  so  kind  as  to  address  to  me  La. 33:^. 
on  my  departure  for  Europe,  I  was  unable  to  read  for  some  time, 
owing  to  ill  health.    When  I  could  read,  I  had  not  strength  to 
reply  to  it.    In  Switzerland,  I  projected  the  plan  of  a  letter 
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Chap.xiii.   wliich  I  meant  to  have  addressed  to  you  publicly  through  the 
j^         columns  of  the  Liberator.    That  was  never  finished,  but  I  think 
I  shall  finish  and  ofEer  it  to  your  columns  at  some  future  time. 

In  regard  to  you,  your  paper,  and,  in  some  measure,  your 
party,  I  am  in  an  honest  em.barraesment.  I  sympathiEe  with 
you  f  uUy  in  many  of  your  positions ;  others  I  consider  erroneous, 
hurtful  to  hherty  and  the  progress  of  humanity.  Nevertheless, 
I  believe  you  and  those  who  support  them  to  be  honest  and  con- 
scientious in  your  course  and  opinions. 

I  am.  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper,  and  an  admirer  of 
much  that  ia  in  it.  I  like  its  frankness,  fearlessness,  truthful- 
ness, and  independence.  At  the  same  time  I  regard  with  appre- 
hension and  sorrow  much  that  is  in  it.  Were  it  circulated  only 
among  intelligent,  well-balaneed  minds,  able  to  discriminate 
between  good  and  evil,  I  should  not  feel  so  much  apprehension. 
To  me  the  paper  ia  decidedly  valuable  as  a  fresh  and  able  expos6 
of  the  iiltra  progressive  element  in  our  times.  What  I  fear  is, 
that  it  will  take  from  poor  Uncle  Tom  his  Bible,  and  give  him 
nothing  in  its  place.    You  understand  me  —  do  you  not  ? 

In  this  view  I  cannot  conscientiously  do  anything  which  might 
endorse  your  party  and  your  paper,  without  at  the  same  time 
entering  protest  against  what  I  consider  erroneous  and  hurtful. 
With  this  view  I  have  written  the  letter  of  reply  to  your  invita- 
tion,i  and  I  imagine  that  I  give  you  the  greatest  possible  proof 
of  esteem  and  regard  by  thus  frankly  telling  you  my  whole 
mind,  and  expecting  you  to  be  well  pleased  with  my  sincerity. 

For  many  reasons,  I  should  hte  to  have  an  opportunity  of  free 
conversation  with  you.  Could  you  not  come  and  make  ns  a  call 
one  of  these  days  ?  If  you  will  appoint  a  time,  I  will  be  sure  to 
be  at  home.  ,^  , 

Very  truly  yours, 

H.  B.  Stowe. 

Harriet  BeecJier  Stoiee  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 
MS.  [Andover],  Cabin,  November  30,  1853. 

Dear  Fkibnd  :  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  frankness  and 
kindness  with  which  you  have  responded  to  my  note,  the  more 
that  you  are  pressed  with  many  engagements.  I  am  not  in  the 
least  displeased  at  the  frank  earnestness  of  your  letter.  Thus 
ever  should  the  friends  of  truth  and  goodness  speak  to  each 
iversftiy  o£ 
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other:  life  is  too  short  and  truth  too  important  for  us  to  do    Chap.XIII. 
otherwise.  j^. 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  have  not  fully  apprehended  the  pur- 
port and  spirit  of  my  letter  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Society.  I 
willingly,  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  withdraw  the  letter.^  I, 
however,  differ  from  you  (if  I  understand  you)  in  some  points 
very  considerably ;  but  as  I  perceive  that  you  misapprehend  me 
somewhat,  it  is  quite  possible  that  I  do  not  fully  understand  you. 
My  note  to  you  was  hasty  —  not  fully  elaborated.  It  is  difacult 
in  letter-writing  for  people  to  eome  to  a  f uil  appreciation  of 
sentiments  on  a  very  estensive  and  soniewhat  compUcated  sub- 
ject ;  and  this  leads  me  to  say  that  the  most  satisfactory  part  of 
your  letter  is  that  in  whieh  you  allow  us  to  hope  for  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  at  our  house. 

Allow  me  to  give  a  more  tangible  shape  to  the  anticipation 
by  propoang  that  any  day  this  week  or  next,  after  closing  your 
daily  labors,  you  should  take  the  ears  for  Andover  and  pass 
one  night  under  the  shelter  of  the  "  Cabin."  Then  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  show  you  many  memorials  of  the  Idndness  of  English 
friends  shown  to  the  cause  of  the  slave  through  me.  I  will  then 
f ranMy  lay  before  you  aU  my  views,  and  perhaps  when  yon  see 
all  that  is  before  my  mind,  you  will  then  think  difierently  of 
my  letter,  and  perhaps  you  will  succeed  in  leading  me  to  think 
differently  on  many  points.  I  am  open  to  conviction,  and  hope 
to  learn  something  daily. 

May  I  trouble  you  to  bring  the  manuscript  of  my  letter,  of 
which  your  beautifully  written  epistle  makes  me  suftciently 
ashamed.  Writing  is  to  me,  in  my  present  state  of  health, 
such  an  effort  that  I  am  sadly  ashamed  of  many  things  which 
I  send  out  simply  because  I  have  not  strength  to  copy  them. 


Sarriet  Beecker  Stowe  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

[Andovek],  Cabin,  December  12,  1853. 
On  one  point  I  confess  myself  to  be  puzzled.  Why  are 
Wright,  etc.,  so  sensitive  to  the  use  of  the  term  "  itijidel^  ?  If 
I  nnderstand  H.  Wright's  letters  in  the  Liberator,  he  openly 
professes  to  he  what  is  called  commonly  an  infldel.  Names  are 
^ven  for  convenience'  sake  —  such  as  Unitarian,  Baptist,  Uni- 
versaljst,  Infideh    They  mark  the  behef  of  the  individual.    If 


n  the  pampUet  report  of  the 
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Chap.XIII.    H.  Wright  ia  not  an  infidel,  what  is  lie  ?    I  inquire  honestly,  for 
(^g         if  anybody  had  asked  me  if  he  was  one,  I  should  haveanswered 
yes  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  in  the  same  manner  as  I 
s.  J.  May.    should  have  said  that  May  was  a  "Unitarian.     .     .     . 

I  find  the  following  numbers  missing  from  the  Liberator  of 
this  year,  and  should  like  to  have  them  sent  me :  27,  28,  29,  30, 
39,  41,  49. 


Harriet  Beecker  Stowe  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

[Andoveb,  December,  1853  (?).] 
!,  I  see  you  have  pubUshed  your  letter  to  me  in  the  Ziberator.  I 
did  not  reply  to  that  letter  immediately  because  I  did  not  wish  to 
speak  on  so  important  a  Bobjeet-imadvUedli/  and  without  proper 
thought  and  reflection.  The  course  I  pursued  was  to  make  up 
my  file  of  the  lAberator,  and  give  it  a  general  investigation  as  to 
its  drift  and  course  of  thought  for  the  past  summer.  I  have  also 
read  through  with  attention  Theodore  Parker's  works  on  rehgion, 
which  I  suppose  give  me  somewhat  of  a  fair  view  of  the  modem 
form  of  what  people  have  generally  denominated  "  infidelitj." 
I  use  the  word  here  for  convenience'  sake,  without  the  shght«st 
invidious  intention.  I  also  suppose  that  these  works  may  not 
present  the  subject  exactly  as  you  view  it,  since  no  two  persona 
of  independent  minds  ever  view  a  subject  precisely  alike ;  but 
yet  by  the  two  together  I  can  perhaps  form  a  general  estimate, 
sufficiently  accurate,  of  how  your  mind  lies. 

I  do  not  answer  this  letter  in  the  paper,  because  I  think  a 
more  private  discussion  of  the  matter  likely  to  prove  more 
useful. 

Briefly,  then,  my  objection  to  the  lAberator  is  not  its  free  dis- 
cussion—for  that  I  approve  ;  not  the  fact  of  its  inquiring  into 
the  Bible  and  the  Sabbath  and  other  things  of  that  kind— but 
the  manner  of  it.  .  .  .  I  notice  [among]  Mr.  Parker's  ser- 
mons one  which  contains  some  very  excellent  thoughts  on  the 
uses  of  the  Sabbath.  Considered  merely  as  a  human  institution, 
according  to  him,  its  preservation  is  exceedingly  desirable,  and 
its  obliteration  would  be  a  great  calamity.  I  notice  also  a  very 
eloquent  passage  on  the  uses  and  influence  of  the  Bible.  He 
considers  it  to  embody  absolute  and  perfect  religion,  and  that 
BO  better  mode  for  securing  present  and  eternal  happiness  can 
be  found  than  the  obedience  to  certain  religious  precepts  therein 
recorded.    He  would  have  it  read,  circulated ;  and  considers  it, 
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as  I  infer,  a  Christian  duty  to  send  it  to  the  heatlieii,  the  slave,   C 
etc.    I  presume  you  agree  with  him. 

These  things  being  supposed  about  the  Bible  aud  tbe  Sab- 
bath certainly  would  make  it  appear,  that  if  any  man  deems  it 
his  duty  to  lessen  their  standing  in  the  eyes  of  the  community, 
he  ought  at  least  to  do  it  in  a  cautious  and  reverential  spirit, 
with  humility  and  prayer.  My  objection  to  the  mode  in  which 
these  matters  are  handled  in  the  lAherator  is,  that  the  general 
tone  and  spirit  seems  to  me  the  reverse  of  this.  In  place  of 
oahn,  serious  inquiry,  I  see  hasty  assertions,  appeals  to  passion 
and  prejudice,  and  a  very  general  absence  of  proof  of  many  of 
the  things  stated.  Is  this  the  way  the  image  of  eternal  truth 
can  be  discovered  ?  Can  the  stars  mirror  themselves  in 
stormy  and  troubled  water?  As  an  instance  of  appeal  to  the 
passion,  I  notice  your  assertion  with  regard  to  the  American 
elei^y,  that  if  public  sentiment  required  it  they  would  bum  the  <■ 
Bible  to-morrow,  etc.  This  includes  all  the  clergy,  without  an 
exception,  and  accuses  them  of  being  unprincipled  men,  not  fit 
to  be  trusted  in  any  relation  of  life.  Are  assertions  like  these, 
which,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  cannot  be  proved,  calculated 
to  lead  your  hearers,  on  either  side  of  the  question,  to  that  seri- 
ous and  dispassionate  frame  necessary  for  the  examination  of 
vital  religious  truth?  H.  C.  Wright's  pieces,  some  of  them, 
contain  reflections  and  assertioas  on  the  Jewish  Scriptures 
which  no  benevolent  and  just  man  ought  to  make  without  great 
research  and  care,  and  without  proper  proof,     .     .    . 

Your  name  and  benevolent  labors  have  given  your  paper  a 
circulation  among  many  of  the  poor  and  lowly.  They  have  no 
means  of  investigation,  no  habits  of  reasoning.  The  Bible,  as 
they  at  present  understand  it,  is  doing  them  great  good,  and 
the  Sabbath  is  a  blessing  to  them  and  their  families.  The  whole 
tendency  of  this  mode  of  proceeding  is  to  lessen  their  respect 
and  reverence  for  the  Bible  while  yon  ^ve  them  nothing  in  its 
place. 

It  is  true  that  Unele  Tom,  having  the  witness  in  himself,  cannot 
\>e  shaken ;  but  he  has  a  family  whom  he  is  trjdng  to  restrain 
and  guide  by  the  motives  drawn  from  this  book;  and  when 
your  paper  breaks  the  bands  of  reverence  aud  belief — when 
hie  sons  learn  that  it  (the  Old  Testament)  is  a  mass  of  Jewish 
fables,  of  absurd  and  bloody  stories,  mingled  with  some  good 
and  excellent  tilings,  and  that  the  New  Testament  is  a  history, 
of  a  very  low  degree  of  credibility,  of  a  man  just  as  fallible  as 
themselves,  and  who  was  mistaken  and  has  misled  the  whole 
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Chap.  Xlll.  ChrisHan  world  on  many  important  points,  and  that  he  is  him- 
j^,  self  as  good  a  judge  of  religious  truth  as  Christ — I  say,  when 
a  Christian  father  and  mother  find  their  children  believing  such 
things,  of  what  use  will  the  Bible  be  to  them  in  education  t 

I  moreover  regret  these  things  on  account  of  their  inevitable 
influence  on  the  cause  of  Human  Liberty.  It  is  impossible, 
wbUe  men  are  what  they  are,  that  this  course  of  things  should 
not  operate  injuriously  on  the  cause.  People  will  connect  the 
sentiments  and  egressions  of  your  paper  ■with  the  cause,  and 
we  all  feel  continually  this  difficulty.    .    .    . 

I  have  no  fear  of  discussion  as  to  its  final  results  on  the  Bible : 
my  only  regrets  are  for  those  human  beings  whose  present  and 
immortal  interests  I  think  compromised  by  this  mawjier  of  dis- 
cussion. Discussion  of  the  Evidences  and  of  [the]  Authenticity 
and  Inspiration  of  the  Bible,  and  of  all  theology,  will  come  more 
and  more,  and  I  rejoice  that  they  will.     ,     ,     . 

Once  more  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  l«nn  Infidel.  I  think 
every  class  of  men  have  a  right  to  choose  the  desig^natioa  by 
which  they  wlE  be  called.  When  a  term  which  has  been  used 
as  descriptive  of  their  opinions  has  become  a  term  of  odium, 
they  have  a  right  to  repudiate  it  as  not  fairly  expressing  their 
Theodore  position.  The  sentiments  which  Mr.  Parker,  yourself,  and  H. 
Parker.  q^  "Wright  hold,  are  what  have  generally  been  eon^dered 
infidel;  but  as  that  word,  as  apphed  to  men  formerly,  implied 
a  certain  degree  of  contempt  and  defiance  towards  the  Bible 
and  its  teachings  which  you  do  not  feel,  you  have  a  right  to 
choose  your  own  name  on  fairly  stating  what  it  is,  and  what  is 
implied  by  it.    .     .     . 

As  to  yon,  my  dear  friend,  you  must  own  that  my  frankness 
to  you  is  the  best  expression  of  my  confidence  in  your  honor 
and  nobleness.  Did  I  not  believe  that  in  many  respects  "  an 
excellent  spirit  is  in  you,"  I  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  write 
all  this.  One  word  more.  As  to  your  views  of  the  Bible :  Do 
you  examine  hoth  sides  ?  Do  you  take  pains  to  seek  and  to  find 
the  most  able  arguments  against  your  views  as  well  as  for 
them  !  I  take  pains  to  read  and  study  all  upon  your  side  —  do 
you  do  the  same  as  to  mine  T 

If  in  any  points  in  this  note  I  appear  to  have  misapprehended 
or  done  you  injustice,  I  hope  you  wiU  candidly  let  me  know 
where  and  how. 

The  letter  to  which  the  last  of  the  above-quoted  series 
is  a  rejoinder,  may  be  read  in  full  in  the  Liberator. 
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We  select  one  passage  to  which  Mrs.  Stowe  offers  no  chap.  xiii. 
reply :  1^3, 

"  You  say  it  is  on  the  Bible  you  ground  all  your  hopes  of  the  Lib.  23:202. 
liberties,  not  only  of  the  slave,  but  of  the  whole  human  race. 
How  does  it  happen,  then,  that,  in  a  nation  professing  to  place 
as  high  an  estimate  upon  that  volume  as  yourself,  aod  denounc- 
ing as  infidels  all  who  do  not  hold  it  equally  saered,  there  are 
three  millions  and  a  half  o£  chattel  slaves,  who  are  denied  its 
possession,  under  severe  penalties  ?  Is  not  slavery  sanctioned 
by  the  Bible,  according  to  the  interpretation  of  it  by  the  elei^ 
generally,  its  recognized  expounders?  What,  then,  does  the 
cause  of  bleeding  humanity  gain  by  all  this  veneration  for  the 
book? 

"  My  reliance  for  the  deliverance  of  the  oppressed  univer- 
sally is  upon  the  nature  of  man,  the  inherent  wrongfulness  of 
oppression,  the  power  of  truth,  and  the  omnipotence  of  God  — 
using  every  rightful  instrumentality  to  hasten  the  jubilee." 

Mrs.  Stowe's  line  of  argument  will  seem,  to  the  readers 
of  the  present  narrative  from  the  beginning,  somewhat 
anachronistic,  as  if  (which  was  the  truth)  proceeding 
from  one  who  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Garrison's  theolog- 
ical evolution,  either  in  its  hyperorthodox  source  or  in 
the  causes  which  led  to  his  spiritual  emancipation — such, 
for  example,  as  are  implied  in  the  passage  just  reproduced. 
This  was  not  to  be  learned  by  a  single  summer's  study  of 
the  Liberator. 

The  friendly  meeting  at  Andover  cannot  be  exactly 
dated,  but  it  probably  took  place  in  the  second  week  of 
December.  "I  was  dreadfully  afraid  of  your  father," 
Mrs.  Stowe  has  since  said  to  one  of  Garrison's  children ;  1 
but  the  conference  under  her  roof  dispelled  that  feeling 
forever.  His  spirit  captivated  her  as  it  had  done  many  an- 
other of  like  prejudices.  "  Ton  have,"  she  wrote  to  him  on 
December  12, 1853,  "a  remarkable  tact  at  conversation," ^        ms. 

1  To  F.  J.  G.,  at  the  Garden  Party  given  her  by  her  publishers  in  1882. 

a  On  Aug.  7,  18M,  Wendell  Phillipa  wrote  to  Elizabeth  Pease  Niehol 
(Miss  Pease  had  married  Prof.  John  Nicbol  of  the  Glasgow  Observatory  on 
July  6, 1853) ;  "  Mrs.  Stowe  has  been  so  Intimate,  confldenllal  and  closely 
allied  with  us  all  here,  visiting  W,  L.  G,  often,  and  sending  for  him  still 
oftener,    .    .    ."    (MS.) 

Vol.  in.— 26 
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CHAPTER  XrV. 

The  Nebraska  Bill. — 1854. 

Lii.  34.S2.  rriHE  Civil  War  began  in  1854  with  the  passage  of  the 
A  Nebraska  Bill.  By  this  measure  a  tract  embracing 
upwards  of  400,000  square  miles,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  British  dominions,  and  on  the  south  by  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  lying  between  the  Missouri  River  and  the 

£i*.24:33.  Rocky  Mountains, —  larger  than  the  original  thirteen 
States,  comparable  in  size  to  the  then  existing  free  States, 
or  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  France, —  was  thrown  open  to 
slavery,  though  expressly  dedicated  to  freedom  by  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  as  lying  wholly  north  of  36°  30'. 

Ui.2i:s3.  This  revolutionary  proceeding  threatened  to  divide  by  a 
great  wedge  the  free  States  of  the  Pacific  Coast  from  those 
of  the  interior  and  the  East,  and  to  give  to  the  Slave  Power 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  Compromise  of  1850  had  left  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise untouched  and  unqnestioned.  Calhoun  —  grant  him 
Southern  California  and  New  Mexico  for  slavery  —  was 

Ante, p.  ai7.  ready,  if  reluctant,  to  protract  the  dividing  parallel  to  the 
Greeiiy's     Pacific.    Lewis  Cass,  in  his  famous  letter  to  A,  O.  P. 

S^^Ex-  Nicholson,  December  24,  1847,  laid  down  a  principle  of 
'T^"'      "squatter  sovereignty"  broad  enough,  indeed,  for  all  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  yet  intended  for  imme- 
diate apphcatioQ  only  to  the  imminent  aequisitions  from 

z.«.  18:105.  Mexico.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  speaking  at  New  Orleans 
in  the  summer  of  1848,  had  also  the  Wilmot  Proviso 
expressly  in  view  when  echoing  Cass's  doctrine,  viz.,  that 
it  was  for  "  the  people  inhabiting  them  [the  Territories] 
to  regulate  their  internal  concerns  in  their  own  way  {i.  c, 
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to  establish  slavery],"  and  that  Federal  iaterposition  on   Chap.  xiv. 
behall  of  freedom  was  a  usurpation.    It  was  Douglas        jg^^. 
who  now  gave  the  widest  effect  to  this  view  by  pretending 
that  it  was  contained  in  the  Compromise  of  1850,  and  that 
the  Missouri   Compromise  had  been,  effectively  if  not 
deliberately,  superseded  and  abrogated. 

The  report  of  the  "  Committee  on  Territories  to  whom  LH.a^-.e,^; 
was  referred  a  bill  for  an  act  to  establish  the  Territory  of   st>^Js%/or 
Nebraska,"  was  made  in  the  Senate  by  Douglas  on  Jan-  ^^^^i,^' 
uary  4, 1854,     On  February  15,  he  procured  the  passage       /■  73- 
of  an  amendment  to  his  biU,  excepting  from  the  general 
applicability  of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  laws  to  the 
Territory  in  question  the  eighth  section  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  Act  — 

"  which,  being  inconsistent  with  the  principle  of  non-interven-  md..  pf. 
tion  by  Congress  with  slavery  in  the  States  and  Territories,  as  '^^' 
recognized  fey  the  legislation  of  1850  (commonly  called  the 
Compromise  Measm'es),  is  hereby  declared  inoperative  and  void ; 
it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate 
slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom, 
but  to  leave  the  people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regu- 
late their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

This  was  both  an  historic  and  an  instant  falsehood. 
Neither  the  earlier  nor  the  later  compromise  established 
general  principles,  bnt  in  each  case  a  specific  bargain  was 
struct,  which,  nominally,  was  binding  for  all  time,  but 
legally  was  exposed  to  repudiation  by  Congress  at  any 
time,  so  far  as  promises  or  prohibitions  were  concerned. 
Nor  was  it  the  intent  of  the  Slave  Power  to  allow  the 
people  to  estabhsh  free  institutions,  as  the  whole  framing 
of  the  act  showed,  and  as  followed  from  the  mere  fact  of 
tolerating  slave  property,  like  any  other,  pending  organ- 
ization as  a  State.  As  Benton  weU  said  in  the  debates  in  t.  h.  Ben- 
the  House,  the  squatter  "  sovereignty  "  provided  for  in  the 
bill  "only  extends  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  only  to  if*. 24:70. 
one  side  of  that — the  admitting  side."  All  laws  to  pre- 
vent the  bringing  in  of  slaves  were  forbidden,  and  the 
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Chap.  XIV.  "  Sovereigns  "  could  not  pass  upon  and  settle  tlie  question 
1354.       ot  slave  or  free  society  till  a  State  govemmeut  was  formed. 
Meanwhile,  the  "  institution  "  would  have  taken  posses- 
sion, and  could  only  have  been  expelled  by  force.    In  1847, 
ana  Mar.    a  public  meeting  at  Richmond,  Va.,  affirmed  the  right  to 
''   33!''^'   take  slave  property  into  the  Territories  north  of  36°  30', 
and  proposed  to  assert  it  "by  arms."    With  the  right 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  settlement  actually  made, 
the  whole  South  could  be  counted  on  to  maintain  the 
advantage  by  arms.     It  only  remained  to  secure  Federal 
protection  for  slave  property  in  transit  in  the  free  States 
to  complete  the  pro-slavery  mastery  of  the  entire  Union. 

The  reaction  at  the  North  in  face  of  this  prospect  — 
the  free  belt  of  the  continent  cut  in  halves,  a  barrier  raised 
to  the  westward  movement  of  population  and  the  incom- 
ing of  emigrants  from  abroad,  and  an  indefinite  number 
of  slave  States  creatahle  to  maintain  the  Senate  as  the 
impregnable  bulwark  of  the  Slave  Power  —  the  reaction, 
we  say,  was  immediate  and  tremendous,  but  as  futile  after 
as  before  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act.    It 
iji.2^:-^,    was  all  very  well  to  hang  Douglas  in  effigy  — for  legis- 
iii^a^^'i^^'  l^tures  to  protest,  and  eleven  hundred  women  led  by  Mrs. 
35;  ^S.'    Stowe  to  remonstrate,  and  the  New  England  clergy  to 
iBs4,  Mrs',    oome  out  in  a  petition  more  than  three  thousand  strong, 
w™'g.    embracing  the  chiefs  of  all  the  denominations  and  the 
f^-!^~      most  conspicuous  censors  of  the  abolitionists,  like  Lyman 
Beecher,  Francis  Wayland,  and  Leonard  Bacon.*    The 
Slave   Power  had  taken  its   stride.    Even  the  Boston 
Lii.  24 ;  S7.    "  respectability,"  the  Hunkers,  stood  aghast  at  the  breach 

1  This  memorial  was  received  by  the  pro-slBTery  press  North  and  South 
-nith  the  utmost  contumely  fLib.  34  :  60,  53),  &nd  with  murked  coarseness 
by  Senator  Douglas  (£nb.  24 :  [42],  54).  "  All  this,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison,  "  Is 
equally  instructiTe  and  refreshing.  For  more  tlian  twenty  years,  I3ie  clergy 
of  New  England  have  denounced  the  abolitionists  aa  lacking  in  sound  jndg- 
ment,  good  temper,  Christian  conrteHy,  «nd  brotherly  kindness,  in  their 
treatment  of  the  question  of  Slavery,"  and  as  having,  therefore,  "need- 
lessly brought  upon  themaelves  the  hot  indignation  of  the  South;  and  now, 
theae  reverend  critics,  waking  up  at  last  to  a  sense  of  their  doty,  attempt 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  to  an  immense  territory  plighted  to 
freedom,  [and]  are  denounced  by  the  minions  of  the  Slave  Power  as  bit^ 
terly  as  the  moat  'ultra'  of  the  ' Garrisonians '"  (Lib.  24  :  60). 
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of  nationaJ  faith,  and  mouthed  feebly.     When  it  came  to  chap.  xiv. 
measures  of  solid  resistance,  men  of  this  class  instinctively        ig^. 
felt  released  from  the  obligation  to  return  fugitive  slaves, 
and  legislatures  began  to  throw  fresh  obstacles  in  the  lh. 24:103. 
way  of  kidnappers.     More  practical  was  the  ineorpora-     ""'  "^ ' 
tion,  first  in  Massachusetts,  of  "Emigrant  Aid"  associa-    Lib.i^-.fa, 
tions  to  pour  free-State  settlers  into  Kansas  and  Nebraska,      ^'''  ^'^' 
slavery  having  the  shortest  cut  to  the  scene  of  competition. 
Yet,  as  the  Eev.  T,  W.  Higginson  asked,  in  a  sermon  to    ii*,24;95. 
his  Worcester  flock  announcing  a  Revolution  begun,  of 
what  use  was  it  to  make  of  Nebraska  a  transplanted 
Massachusetts,   when    Massachusetts  herself   had  been 
miserably  wanting  to  the  cause  of  freedom  f 

In  compai-ing  the  Nebraska  with  the  Texas  excitement, 
one  feels  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  was  a  weakener  of 
resistance  in  1854,  since  it  afforded  a  satisfying  scapegoat 
to  outraged  Northern  feeling,     "  Add  an  unlimited  num- 
ber of  slave  States  to  the  Union,  and  we  will  not  return 
your  runaways  (or  at  least  such  is  our  intention)  I "    In 
1845,  it  ran :  "  Admit  another  slave  State,  and  the  Union 
is  i^iso/acfo  dissolved!"    The  best  of  the  Free  Soil  leaders   LU.^^-.vi. 
in  Congress  were  still  denying  all  thought  of  interfering        ^^' 
with  slavery  in  the  States;  Giddings  and  Sumner  were  ii*,  24:105, 
dodging  the  plain  inquiry  whether  they  admitted  a»y     '^''  '''^* 
Constitutional  obligation  with  respect  to  fugitive  slaves. 
Seward,  discounting  the  present  triumph  of  slavery  in 
the  ease  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  anticipating  yet 
greater, — "  slavery  not  only  luxuriating  in  all  new  Terri-     Greeley's 
tories,  but  stealthily  creeping  into  the  free  States  them-  fi^/^i^. 
selves,"  and  the  country  "no  longer  a  land  of  freedom 
and  constitutional   liberty," — could   still   proclaim    his 
acciuiescenoe  in  the  Compromise  of  1850  {of  which  he 
had  never  "  spoken  irreverently  "),  and  could  declare :  "  I 
have  always  heard,  with  ec[ual  pity  and  disgust,  threats 
of  disunion  in  the  free  States  and  similar  threats  in  the 
slaveholding  States,"    Well  did  Grerrit  Smith  write  to 
Mr,  Garrison:   "I  have  acquired  no  new  hope  of  the 
peaceful  termination  of  slavery  by  coming  to  Washington. 
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J.  R.  Gid-  I  go  home  more  diseoiiraged  than  ever.i  G-iddings,  Chase, 
'"^iast.  '  etc.,  are  iull  of  hope,  but  I  am  yet  to  see  that  there  is  a 
Fei.  13,  Worth."  "Well  did  Lysander  Spooner  write  to  the  editor 
24:30.'  of  the  Commonwealth,  refusing  to  he  a  delegate  to  ao 
Anti-Nebraeka  Bill  Convention  in  Faneuil  Hall ; 
Lib. ^-.31.  "I  trust  you  will  allow  me  space  to  say,  that  I  decline  the 
appointment;  that  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  the  Tree 
Soil  Party ' ;  that  I  have  never  adopted  its  absurd  and  contra- 
dictory motto,  '  Freedom  Natumal,  Slavery  Sectional ';  that  I  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  pusillammoua  and  criminal  sentiment, 
'  If  slavery  iwH  let  t(s  alone,  we  will  lei  it  alone ';  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  neither  making  nor  keeping  any  compacts  with  slavery  in 
regard  to  boimdaries;  that  I  am  glad  to  see  that  slavery 
intends  neither  to  make  nor  keep  any  such  compacts  with 
freedom;  that  I  do  not  beheve  the  Constitution  authorizes 
any  such  compromises ;  ■  that  I  am  glad  that  all  excuses  for 
the  discussion  of  such  compacts  are  likely  soon  to  be  swept 
away ;  that  I  hope  the  Nebraska  bill  will  pass ;  and  that  I  hope 
then  to  see  freedom  and  slavery  meet  face  to  face,  with  no 
question  between  them  except  which  shall  conquer  and  which 
shall  die." 

While  the  newest  and  most  formidable  encroachment 
on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  North  found  the  people 
too  demoralized  by  the  Compromise  of  1850  to  rally  to  the 
one  effectual  checkmate — disunion  —  it  secured  a  greater 
toleration  in  that  section  for  the  abolitionists,  shielding 
them  for  the  moment  with  a  wounded  and  passionate 
sentiment,  which  demanded  that  at  least  speech  be  free. 
This  was  signalized  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Garrison  when,  on 
the  invitation  of  the  New  York  City  A.  S.  Society,  he  went 
on  to  deliver  a  lecture  in  the  Tabernacle,  on  February  14, 
1854. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  his  Wife. 

MS.  New  York,  February  16, 1854, 

Fci.  14.  I  got  through  to  this  city  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  at  5  o'clock 

— ^therefore  in  ample  season  for  the  evening  lecture.    I  was 
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just  "as  busy  as  a  bee"  with  my  pencil,  the  whole  distance,  Chap,  xiv 
writing  tbe  remainder  of  my  address,  which  I  finished  just  jj"7. 
before  my  arrival,  not  removing  from  my  seat,  but  for  a 
moment,  from  Boston  to  New  York.  The  jolting  of  the  ears 
was  often  so  great  as  to  make  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  write  a 
word,  and  therefore  my  labor  was  very  great.  Of  course,  with 
m.y  spinal  trouble  upon  me,  I  was  very  much  exhausted  on 
my  arrival,  and  felt  more  like  going  to  bed  than  delivering  a 
speech. 

I  found  OUver  Johnson  at  the  depot,  and  went  home  with 
him  to  tea.  The  weather  was  perfectly  execrable  ^  rainy,  foggy, 
dispiriting — and  the  walking  something  le^  than  knee-deep  in 
mud.  No  evening  could  have  been  more  unpropitious  for 
my  lecture  — my  usual  luck.  The  WiHiamsburgh,  Brooklyn, 
Jersey,  and  other  ferry-boats  found  navigation  difficult  and 
dangerous  in  consequence  of  the  dense  fog ;  and  the  result  was, 
that  hundreds  who  intended  to  be  at  my  lecture  were  deterred 
from  coming  over.  I  was  prepared,  therefore,  to  see  "  a  beg- 
garly account  of  empty  boxes,"  on  my  going  to  the  Tabernacle, 
but  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  a  large  and  substantial 
audience  waiting  for  my  appearance,  who  warmly  applauded 
me  as  I  walked  down  the  aisle. 

I  got  through  with  reading  my  lecture  quite  as  well  as  I 
expected,  though  my  voice  was  somewhat  hoarse.^  My  language 
was  strong,  and  my  accusations  of  men  and  things,  religion 
and  politics,  were  very  cutting ;  but,  strange  to  say,  not  a  single 
hiss  or  note  of  disapprobation  was  heard  from  beginning  to  end, 
bat  some  of  my  strongest  esprMsions  were  the  most  loudly 
applauded.    At  the  close,  at  the  request  of  the  editors  of  the 
New  -  York  Times,  through  their  reporter,  I  gave  my  manuscript 
entire  to  be  published  in  that  widely  circulated  daily ;  and  the 
next  morning  it  was  pubhshed  entire  in  that  paper,  occupying      fii.  15, 
more  than  four  columns  of  the  smallest  type.    Was  not  that        ^^^i' 
niarvellous,  as  a  work  of  dispatch,  aud^s.a  sign  of  the  times  1 
The  Executive  Committee  ot  the  A.  S.  Society  purchased  Ave 
hundred  copies  of  ttie  Times  for  distribution.    The  address  is 
to  be  published  in  the  Standard,  and  they  have  ordered  five    J^at.  A.  s. 
hundred  copies  of  that  paper.     Finally,  they  will  print  it  in  a     ^'i"''^'^- 
small  tract,  and  so  I  shall  have  delivered  it  to  a  lai^e  number 

i"'GtiTe  yourself  no  uaeasiceaa  about  ihs  reading  ot  your  lecture.  Of 
course,  you  will  feel  somewhat  constrained,  but  know  foe  your  consolation 
tbat  you  alwaya  read  impreasively,  never  coldly  or  dully  "  (O.  Johnson  to 
W.  L.  G.,  Feb.  4,  1854,  MS.). 
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Chap.  XIV.   of  people,  in  spite  of  the  bad  weather.     It  seemed  to  give  great 
jjjT,        satisfaction  universaUy.    .    .    . 

Yesterday,  .  .  .  early  in  tlie  afternoon,  I  had  to  go  over 
JV.J.  to  Jersey  City  and  take  the  cars  for  Paterson,  to  fulfil  my 
appointment  for  that  evening.  The  weather  was  even  more 
unpropitions  than  the  previous  eyening,  and  I  thought  the 
meeting  must  inevitably  prove  a  failure-  But,  though  the 
■walking  was  so  bad  that  only  three  or  four  females  were 
present,  the  hall  was  crowded  with  men.  They  have  had  no 
anti-slavery  teaching  or  lecturing  in  the  place,  and  my  effort  was 
an  experiment.  It  succeeded  beyond  all  expectation.  I  spoke 
precisely  two  hours,  and  was  continuaEy  applauded  through- 
out. Not  a  note  of  disapprobation  was  heard  ~  yet  I  spared 
"  nothing  and  nobody."    .    .    . 

This  evening  I  am  goii^  with  the  Gibbonses  to  see  some 
spiritual  manifestations.^    .     .    . 

Lii.  24 :  29.  The  Tabernacle  lecture  was  an  excellent  exposition  of  the 
sanity,  logic,  and  moderation  of  the  anti-slavery  position. 
There  was  no  attempt  to  add  f  ael  to  the  prevailing  excite- 
ment over  the  Nebraska  Bill,  still  before  the  Senate ;  only 
a  calm  appeal  to  reason  and  conscience,  leading  up  to  the 
inquiry :  "  If  it  would  be  a  damning  sin  for  us  to  admit 
another  slave  State  into  the  Union,  why  is  it  not  a  damning 
sin  to  permit  a  slave  State  to  remain  in  the  Union?" — 
and  to  an  explicit  reaffirmation  of  the  irrepressible  eon- 
fliot  between  freedom  and  slavery.  At  the  anniversary  of 
the  Americau  Anti-Slavery  Society  held  in  Dr.  E.  H. 
Chapin's  church  in  New  York  on  May  10, 11,  Mr.  Garri- 
son offered  two  resolutions  appropriate  to  the  crisis,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted,  and  made  the  Society's  sole 
deliverance  on  the  Nebraska  Bill  then  pending  in  the 
House: 

I  See  Mr.  Garriaoii's  acommt  of  these  in  Lib.  34  ;  34  The  impersoostiana 
were  of  IsaacT.  Hopper  (father  of  Mrs.  AbbyH.  Gibhona),  deeenaed  id  1853, 
and  of  Jesse  Hntahinson  (one  of  the  famoue  singera),  deceased  in  1863. 
VMrionH  articles  in  the  room  were  displaced  or  concealed.  '■  Jesse"  beat  a. 
march  very  true,  and  also  beat  time  to  tunea  sung  by  the  company ;  and, 
at  Mr.  Garrison's  request,  held  the  latter's  toot  down  and  rapped  «wd«i-  it 
ribratingly,  and  then  patted  his  right  hand  held  between  his  knees  —  all 
other  hands  being  on  the  table.  The  medium  was  Mrs.  Leah  Brown,  one 
of  the  Pos  sisters. 
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"  Resolved,  That  the  one  grand  vital  issue  to  be  made  with    Lib.  24:81. 
the  Slave  Power  is,  THa  dissolution  or  the  existing  Ameei- 
CAN  Union. 

"  Resolved,  Thatan  Auti-Slaveryeonsoieneewhiehisbounded        J^Ab 
by  36  degrees  30  minutes  north  latitude,  instead  of  presenting  p^^'^Li 
any  barrier  to  the  aggressions  of  the  Slave  Power,  may  be  safely      as  -- 109. 
disregarded  and  scoffed  at  by  the  South,  as  hypocritical  in  its 
pretended  opposition  to  slavery,  cowardly  in  its  spirit,  and  spas- 
modic in  its  action." 

On  May  22,  "against  the  strongest  popular  remon-  £;*.  24:82. 
stranees  —  against  an  unprecedented  demonstration  of 
religious  sentiment  —  against  the  laws  of  God  and  the 
rights  of  universal  man  —  in  subversion  of  plighted  faith, 
in  utter  disregard  of  the  scorn  of  the  world,  and  for  pur- 
poses as  diabolical  as  can  be  conceived  of  or  consum- 
mated here  on  earth"  (to  use  Mr.  Garrison's  language), 
the  fiual  passage  of  the  Nebraska  BiU  took  place  in  the 
House.  Two  days  later  in  Boston,  while  the  city  was  May^z^. 
still  profoundly  moved  by  the  five  months'  struggle  to  ^* 

avert  this  calamity,  Anthony  Burns  was  arrested  as  a  ub.3\:i(,. 
fugitive  from  Virginia,  and  the  popular  excitement  at 
once  rose  to  fever  heat,  during  a  week  without  a  parallel 
since  the  days  of  the  Revolution.  Various  anniversary 
conventions  —  of  the  abolitionists  and  the  woman-suf- 
fragists among  others  —  brought  great  numbers  of  people 
to  the  capital  of  the  State  while  the  case  was  on  trial ;  but 
also  from  the  suburbs  men  poured  in  expressly  to  defeat 
the  slave-hunter  —  in  one  case,  that  of  Worcester,  as  a  i«.  24:86, 
town  delegation.    Other  pens  must  fill  in  the  picture  ^' 

which  we  can  only  outline  here — how  Burns,  like  Sims, 
was  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  Court-house;  bow  a  mass 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  May  26,  was  Lib.  24:86. 
addressed  with  impassioned  eloquence  by  Wendell  PhiUips 
and  Theodore  Parker,  urging  everything  short  of  violent 
resistance  to  the  rendition  of  Burns ;  how  a  magnani- 
mous attack  was  simultaneously  ^  made  upon  the  Court-   Lib.  2B  ;43. 

iNot  amseqiKtitl^,  "The  attack  was  planned  deliberately,  eantiously, 
and  (as  the  alnuitt  success  proved)  moet  jndicimialy  "  (MS.  Jane  28,  1854, 
T.  W.  Higginson  to  W.  L.  G.). 
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house,  ending  in  repulse  and  in  the  death  of  one  of  the 
K  c.     deputy  marshals ;  how  President  Pieree  and  the  Mayor 
"'  *      of  Boston  concentrated  all  the  military  within  reach  to 
prevent  a  second  attempt  and  enforce  the  decision  of  the 
iuiiird     court ;  how  Commissioner  Loring  yielded  up  the  victim 
'^J^'''   to  his  master;  and  how,  amid  every  emblem  and  mani- 
.34:90,   festation  of  popular  indignation   and  mourning,  Burns 
42-  55.     was  carried  down  State  Street  between  armed  flies  to  the 
place  of  embarkation.    To  point  the  contrast  that  nullifi- 
cation of  the  Compromise  of  1850  meant  treason,  while 
nullifloation  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  by  Congress  at 
Washington  meant  simply  a  return  to  the  Constitution, 
,2vj;9t.    Judge  Benjamin  R.  Curtis  charged  the  Grand  Jury  to  in- 
'°''        diet  Parker  and  Phillips  for  their  Faneuil  Hall  harangues, 
as  "  obstruetiog  the  process  of  the  United  States." ' 

Wendell  Phillips  to  Mrs.  Elizaheik  Pease  Nteftol. 

HfS.  [Milton,  Mass.],  August  7, 1854, 

I  would  say  something  on  the  Bums  case  if  I  did  not  know 

you  saw  the  Standard  and  LiheraUyr,  from  whose  columns  you 

get  so  many  particulars  that  a,  note  like  this  can  add  little. 

I  Edmund  Quincy  wrote  to  Richard  Webb,  Out.  24, 1854  |MS.) :  "  PhiDips 
has  juat  returned  to  town  from  hia  vHteggiatura  in  my  neigliborhood. 
Judge  Curtis,  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  District  Attorney  Hnllett 
are  busy  trying  to  indict  him  and  Theodore  Parker  and  tie  other  speakers 
at  the  Faneuil  Hall  maelang  the  night  the  rescue  of  Bums  was  attempted. 
It  ia  not  TBrj  likely  they  will  succeed,  or  that,  if  they  dp,  a  petit  jury  can  he 
found  to  convict.  If  they  could,  the  penalty  might  be  a  fine  of  $300  and  a 
year'fl  imprisonment.  But  they  do  not  probably  look  to  a  conviction,  but  to 
the  adTantaging  their  own  characters  in  the  Southern  market.  Curtis  ia  a 
man  of  great  talent  and  learning,  probably  the  greatest  lawyer  in  the  U.  S., 
and  not  Eurpassed  In  the  world ;  but  he  wants  to  he  Chief-Josiice,  the 
highest  judicial  dignity  in  the  country,  and  would  do  anything  to  qualify 
himaelf  for  it.  He  ia  not  to  be  confounded  with  his  brother,  the  Commis- 
sioner [George  Ticknor  Curtia],  who  sent  Sims  back  [onte,  p.  327],  and  who 
has  been  roasted  in  sundry  and  divers  D.  T.  letters  [Quinoy's  Boston  eorre- 
spondeoce  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Standard]."  Indictments  ag^nst  both  the 
orators  were  found  in  November  (Lib.  24  :  190,  203).  On  Saturday,  Nov. 
18,  1854,  Theodore  Parker  wrote  to  Francis  Jackson  (MS.) :  "Thank  you 
for  the  documents  —  I  see  where  they  will  fit  in.  They  say  I  am  to  be 
arrested  thia  p.  m.,  as  lale  as  possible,  so  as  to  preclude  bail ;  the  Boston 
Bens  [Benjamin  R,  Curtis  and  Benjamin  P.  HallettJ  wishing  to  shut  up  the 
meeting-houae  one  day,    Where  can  I  Bnd  you  this  p.  a.  in  case  o£  need  I " 
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'T  was  the  saddest  week  I  ever  passed.    Men  talked  of  tiie  good  Chap.  Xiv. 

we  might  expect  for  the  cause,  but  I  could  not  think  thcD  of        j^. 

the  general  cause,  so  monmful  and  sad  rose  ever  before  me 

the  pleading  eyes  of  the  poor  Tietini,  when  he  sat  and  east    Zi*.  26:19. 

his  ease  on  our  consciences,  and  placed  his  fate  in  our  hands. 

I  could  not  forget  the  man  in  the  idea.    Time  has  passed  since, 

and  I  begin  to  think  more  of  the  3,000,000  and  le^  of  the 

iadividuat.    The  effect  of  his  surrender  under  this  infamous 

law  has  been,  like  'Uncle  Tom'  and  aU  such  spasms,  far  less 

deep  and  general   than   thoughtless  folks  anticipated.    We 

always  gain  at  such  times  a  few  hundred  and  the  old  friends 

are  strengthened,  but  the  mass  settle  down  very  little  different 

from  before. 

Indeed,  the  ffovemment  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Slave 
Power  completely.  So  far  as  national  politics  are  concerned,  we 
are  beaten  —  there 's  no  hope.  We  shallhave  Cuba  in  a  year  or 
two,  Mesieo  in  five ;  and  I  should  not  wonder  if  efforts  were 
made  to  revive  the  slave  trade,  though  perhaps  nuBuceessfully, 
as  the  Northern  slave  States,  which  Hve  by  the  export  of  slaves, 
would  help  us  in  opposing  that.  Events  huiry  forward  with 
amazing  rapidity:  we  live  fast  here.  The  future  seems  to 
unfold  a  vast  slave  empire  united  with  Brazil,  and  darkening 
the  whole  west.  I  hope  I  may  be  a  filse  prophet,  but  the  sky 
was  never  so  dark.  Our  Union,  ail  confess,  must  sever  finally 
on  this  question.  It  is  now  with  nine  tenths  only  a  question  of 
time.i 

1  These  peBsimistio  forebodings  hafl.  a  solid  substratum  in  the  signs  of  the 
times.  Never  yrss  tie  Slave  Power  more  insolent  In  ita  cioiiacionanesa  of 
strength,  or  wilder  in  its  delirium  of  empire.  See,  for  the  undisguised 
purpose  of  President  Pierce's  Administration  to  annex  Cuba,  Iiilt.  2i  ;  85, 
127, 130, 189,  194 ;  and,  for  ilie  ancillary  intrigue  to  acqnire  Samana  Bay  in 
San  Domingo  — a  menace  also  to  the  indepeudeuee  and  liberty  of  Hayti  — 
Mb.  24  ;  157, 159 1  25  : 1,  61.  Lieut.  Hemdon's  esploralion  of  the  Amazon 
in  1851,  by  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  had  distinct  reference  to  a 
pro-alavecy  colonization  with  an  ultimate  view  to  annesatjon  (Lit.  34  :  62}. 
On  tbe  other  hand,  see  the  numerous  expressions  of  the  Sonthem  press 
lookine  to  a  restoration  of  the  slave  trade  (Lib.  2A  :  149,  173),  and  in  par- 
ticular Henry  A.  Wiee'a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Nebemiab  Adams,  D.  D.  (I/ih. 
24;  150).  "1  wonld,"  said  tbe  Virginian,  "recommend  the  repeal  of  every 
act  t«  suppress  the  slave  trade."  In  November,  1856,  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislature  advising  the  re-opening  of  that 
traffic  (Lib.  26: 193, 194).  The  unparalleled  rise  in  the  price  of  slaves  lay  at 
the  bottom  of  this  villany.  At  the  date  ji^t  mentioned,  according  to  the 
Eiohmond  Enqidrer,  jasXe  negroes  were  wortb  "seven  hundred  dollars 
aiound"f-£i6-27:L  Compare  27 :  58,  63,  72, 79,  87,  175,183,186;  28:11,191, 
198 ;  29  :  17, 139 ;  30  :  75,  77,  143). 
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Chap.  XIV.  It  was  Mr.  Garrison's  prerogative  to  emphasize  this 
1854.  truth  at  all  times.  On  July  4tli,  at  the  open-air  celebra- 
tion of  the  day  at  Framingham,  Mass.,  by  the  abolitionists, 

Zj*.24:io6.  Mr.  Garrison  ushered  in  the  proceedings  with  Scripture 
readings;  and  then,  having  contrasted  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  with  the  actual  state  of  the  Republic  and 
the  grasping  designs  of  its  slavemastera,  said  — 

Lil.an:io6.  "He  shoald  now  proceed  to  perform  an  action  which  woald 
be  the  testimony  of  his  own  soul,  to  all  present,  of  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  held  the  pro-slavery  laws  and  deeds  of  the 
nation,  Prodacing  a  copy  of  the  Fugitive  SlaveLaw,  he  set  fire 
to  it,  and  it  burnt  to  ashes.  Using  an  old  and  well-known 
phrase,  he  said,  '  And  let  all  the  people  say,  Amen ';  and  a 
unanimous  cheer  and  shout  of  'Amen'  burst  from  the  vast 
audience.  In  hke  manner  Mr.  Garrison  burned  the  decision 
Lii.  24 :  92.  of  Edward  G.  Loring  in  the  case  of  Anthony  Bums,  and  the 
Lii.  24;  loi.  late  char^  of  Judge  Benjamin  R.  Curtis  to  the  United  States 
Grand  Jury  in  reference  to  the  '  treasonable '  assault  upon  the 
Court  House  for  the  rescue  of  the  fugitive  —  the  multitude 
ratifying  the  fiery  immolation  with  shouts  of  applause.  Then, 
holding  up  the  U.  8.  Constitution,  he  branded  it  as  the  source 
and  parent  of  all  the  other  atrocities,—'  a  covenant  with  death 
and  an  agreement  with  heU,'— and  consumed  it  to  ashes  on  the 
spot,  esclaimii^,  '  So  perish  all  compromises  with  tyranny ! 
And  let  all  the  people  say,  Amen ! '  A  tremendous  shout  of 
'  Amen ! '  went  up  to  heaven  in  ratification  of  the  deed,  mingled 
with  a  few  hisses  and  wrathful  exclamations  from  some  who 
were  evidently  in  a  rowdyish  state  of  mind,  but  who  were  at 
once  cowed  by  the  popular  feeling." 

ii*.34:iii,  The  press  outcry  at  this  Lutheran  incendiarism  was 
■*  ■     what  might  have  been  expected;  but  the  oddest  repudia- 

LH.  34:111.  tion  of  it  came  from  the  Commonwealth,  which  saw  in  it  a 
gross  discourtesy  to  the  Free  Soil  portion  of  the  audience 
—  both  as  wounding  their  feelings  of  reverence  for  the 
Constitution,  and  as  calculated  to  increase  the  odium 
under  which  their  party  labored. 

LU.  34;  114.  "  The  Commonwealtk  kindly  informs  us,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison, 
"that  it  knows  of  no  one  who  objects  to  my  burning  the  Con- 
stitution, provided  I  get  up  a  private  bonfire  on  my  own 
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account;  but  the  offence  was,  in  doing  the  deed  'before  all   Chap. XIV. 
Israel  and  the  snn.'    It  was  '  insulting  (!)  the  eonvictions  of        ,j|7^ 
others,  whose  views  of  the  Constitution  are  ag  honest,  and  per- 
haps as  sensible,'  as  my  own.    I '  should  have  retired  to  some 
comer,  and  burned  it  on  my  own  private  and  particular  hook, 
without  outraging  the  feelings  of  my  audience ' !  !!     .    .    . 

"  Let  m.e  tell  the  Commonwealth  tliat  slavery  is  a  public,  not  a 
private  eoueeni— a  national,  not  a  local  system;  that  it  is 
silly  and  impertinent  to  suggest  privacy  of  action  against  it; 
that,  in  the  stn^gle  for  its  overthrow,  I  neither  seek  nor  take 
advantage  of  any  man  unfairly;  that  my  testimonies,  in 
whatever  form  given,  are  for  the  nation,  not  for  the  chimney 
comer.     .     .    . 

"If,  for  almost  a  score  of  years,  ou  all  occasions,  I  have 
branded  the  U.  S.  Constitution  as  a  blood-stained  instrument^ — 
and  if,  during  all  that  time,  I  have  disfranchised  myself,  for 
conscience'  and  the  slave's  sake,  under  it — was  it  to  'insult' 
any  one  for  me  to  reduce  my  verbal  impeachment  to  a  positive 
act,  in  order  to  make  my  position  palpable  to  the  dullest  vision 
—  viz.,  by  burning  a  few  leaves  on  which  that  Constitution  was 
printed,  as  a  token  of  my  utter  abhorrence  of  it?  The  objec- 
tion is  too  absurd  to  require  a  serious  refutation.    .     .     . 

"  Ah !  but  there  were  anti-slavery  men  at  Framingham  '  who 
hold  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  furnishes  no  aid 
whatever  to  slavery.'  Do  they  indeed?  Well,  what  then^ 
Am  I  to  substitute  their  convictions  for  my  own  ?  If  they  have 
discovered  an  anti-slavery  Constitution,  they  know  I  did  not 
burn  that  {why  should  1 1)  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  How 
many  such  were  present,  I  do  not  know  —  probably  not  a 
'baker's  dozen'  in  that  assembly  of  three  thousand.  I  burnt 
a  PEO-SIAVEKX  Constitution,  in  my  judgment,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  nation  ever  since  its  adoption,  and  therefore  was  faithful 
to  the  slave  in  so  doing ;  and  not  one  of  his  '  sincere  and  true 
frien^fe '  will  ever  reproach  me  for  the  deed  ^  the  hght  of  which 
shall  be  seen  long  after  '  thia  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immor- 

From  this  dat«  the  Free  Soilers  exhibited  great  sensi- 
tiveaesa  to  any  confoanding  of  themselves  with  the  abo- 
litionists. Their  revival,  by  the  folly  of  those  who  raised 
again  the  issue  of  slavery  extension,  had  now  eome  with  a 
strength  hitherto  unknown.  From  the  Ohio  wing  the  Mas-  lh.  2^:126, 
saehasetts  Free  Soilers  adopted  the  name  of  the  Kepubli-        ^* 
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Chap.  XIV.   can  Party,  affirming  it  to  be  preeminently  the  party  of  the 
i8^^.        Union  and  the  Constitution,  of  law  and  order,  and  the  true 

Lib.  24;  146.  National  and  Democratic  Party,  "  because  it  is  opposed,  in 
its  principles,  sentiments,  and  aims,  to  Sectionalisn',  Se- 
cession, and  Disunion,"    "  No  matter  for  the  rest  [of  the 

z.ii, 34:146.  resolutions],  however  worded,"  said  Mr,  Garrison ;  "they 
are  nothing  but  idle  breath  and  impracticable  issues,  as 
time  will  demonstrate.  .  .  .  There  is  but  one  honest, 
straightforward  course  to  pursue  if  we  would  see  the  Slave 
Power  overthrown  — THE  UNION  MUST  BE  DIS- 
SOLVED 1" 

For  the  moment,  in  Massachusetts,  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  elsewhere,  the  course  pursued  by  the  Free  Soilers  was, 

£i*.24 :  182 ;   while  maintaining  a  separate  organization,  to  coquet  with 
^^ '  ^'       the  mushroom  National,  Native- American,  or  Know-Noth- 

Lii.  34:137,   ing  Party,  pro-slavery  as  its  professions  were.    The  nom- 

'^98,  Ki'if^'  i^al  defeat  which  this  party  inflicted  on  them  at  the  fall 

it*.  24:182.  elections  of  18-54  really  inured  to  their  great  and  sudden 
advantage  in  the  Federal  as  well  as  in  the  State  arena,^ 

Lii.24:i7S,   and  gave  the  coup  de  grdce  to  the  remnant  of  the  Whig 
^ ''        organization.    This  fact,  with  the  general  rout  of  the  Dem- 

i«. 34:205.  ocratic  Party  at  the  same  elections  in  the  North,  caused 
genuine  alarm  to  the  Slave  Power,  and  confirmed  it  in  its 
efforts  to  colonize  Kansas.  Fraud  and  violence  — without 
actual  bloodshed  —  were  freely  practised  in  the  new  Ter- 

tii. 24:194,  ritory.    Armed  "border  ruffians"  from  Missouri  crossed 
2^!  TOs'     tbe  Hue  to  elect  a  pro-slavery  Delegate  to  Congress.  Civili- 
zation and  barbarism  confronted  each  other  with  weapons 
drawn,  and  the  year  closed  with  all  eyes  turned  on  the 
scene  of  impending  warfare. 

1  The  Enow-Nothing  Massachusetts  Legialature  elected  aweepingly  In 
1854  was,  as  Mr.  Qarrison  remarked  (lAb.  25:80},  the  most  democratic 
known  in  the  annals  of  the  State.  "The  aristocrfttic  [or  " respeotable "] 
element  was  completely  exorcised  out  oi  it." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

The  Personal  Liberty  Law. — 1855. 

BY  midsummer  of  1855,  out  of  eleven  United  States  ii*.  25:10 
Senators  elected  bj'  the  legislatures  of  eight  North- 
ern States  since  the  psissage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  BUI, 
not  one  was  tolerant  of  that  measure.    New  Hampshire 
itself,  the  stronghold  of  the  Pieree  Administration,  hav- 
ing been  carried  by  the  Know-Nothings,  returned  John  P.    La.  25 : 4. 
Hale  to  the  Senate.    And,  fresh  from  this  act  of  defiance,        ^'  ^' 
its  Legislature  opened,  on  June  22,  the  Hall  of  the  House  tn.^sno 
of  Representatives  to  an  abolition  convention  in  session 
at  the  capital,  and  listened  without  disfavor  to  disunion 
addresses  from  Garrison  and  PhiUips.    The  year  closed 
with  an  ominous  struggle  in  the  Federal  House  of  Repre-  Ln.  25:2= 
sentatives  over  the  speakership ;  the  Free-State  candidate 
being  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  of  Massachusetts,  who  had 
lately,  in  a  speech  made  in  Maine,  expressed  his  williug- 
ness  to  "let  the  Union  '  slide'"  in  the  event  of  the  Gov-  lh.s^-.is 
emment  falling  completely  into  the  hands  of  the  Slave 
Power. 

It  was  reserved  for  Massachusetts  to  furnish  the  most 
signal  examples  of  resistance  to  that  Power,  and  to  take, 
logically  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  South,  a  disunion  attitude. 
The  first  was  the  address  of  its  Legislature  to, the  Gov-    LH.zs-.y 
emor,  praying  for  the  removal  of  Edward  Greely  Loring 
from  his  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  having,  as  United 
States  Commissioner,   sent  Anthony  Bums  back  into 
bondage.     This  action  was  in  response  to  petitions  ac-   i«.  25:5 
tively  circulated  by  the  abolitionists,  and  to  arguments   if*.  25: 3 
at  special  hearings,  in  which  Wendell  Phillips  distin-    ^^'  ^'  ^' 
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Hmiy  J.     guished  himself.     Though  overruled  by  G-ovemor  Gard- 

'^'     ner,  it  had  the  moral  effect  intended.    When,  on  April  27, 

ii'i.2S:7o.    the  Senate  came  to  vote  upon  it,  Mr.  Garrison  was  taken 

from  the  throng  of  spectators  and  given  a  chair  beside 

the  President, 

Simultaneously  with  this  advertisement,  that  the  State 
washed  its  official  hands  of  all  complicity  in  the  execution 
ub,  25 :  71,    of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  came  the  passage  of  "  An  Act 
^^i?     to  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  Com- 
s^es  of     monwealth  of  Massachusetts."    This,  too,  was  in  response 
9=H-        to  petitions  and  arguments  from  the  abolitionists,  with 
'  36.     '   Wendell  Phillips  again  at  the  front.    It  was  an  extension 
Anu.  p.  92.   of  the  Personal  Liberty  Act  of  March  24, 1843,  to  the  Fu- 
ub.i%:Ti.    gitive  Slave  Law  of  1850.    Habeas  corpus  was  secured  to 
the  alleged  fugitive;  no  confessions  of  hia  were  admis- 
sible, but  the  burden  of  proof  was  to  be  upon  the  claim- 
ant, and  no  ex-parte  affidavit  should  be  received.    For 
a  State  office-holder  to  issue  a  warrant  under  the  law  was 
tantamount  to  resignation ;  for  an  attorney  to  assist  the 
claimant  was  to  forfeit  his  right  to  practise  in  the  courts ; 
for  a  judge  to  do  either  was  to  make  himself  liable  to  im- 
peachment or  removal  by  address.  No  United  States  Com- 
missioner under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  should  hold  any 
State  office.    Any  State  judge  (like  Loring),  continuing  to 
be  United  States  Commissioner  after  the  passage  of  the 
act,  would  invite  the  consequences  of  misbehavior.    No 
sheriff,  jailer,  or  policeman  could  help  arrest  a  fugitive, 
no  jail  receive  him.     The  miHtia  could  not  be  called  out 
on  the  claimant's  behalf.     The  Governor  should  appoint 
county  commissioners  to  help  defend  fugitives  and  secure 
them  a  fair  trial. 

Regarded  as  a  safeguard  against  kidnapping,  this 
statute  will  never  seem  more  than  the  simple  duty  of  the 
State.  As  an  impediment  to  the  Federal  execution  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  the  discussion  of  its  constitutionality 
may  be  left  to  those  who  think  it  profitable.  The  South 
94, 97,  loi,  treated  it  —  as  it  did  any  diminution,  not  of  the  constitu- 
aS':  17,'  ai.'  tlonal  compromise,  but  of  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1850 —  as 
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an  act  of  disniiion,  that  demanded  extraordinary  measures 
of  retaliation,  even  to  the  exclusion  of  the  State's  represen- 
tatives in  Congress.  Governor  Gardner  viewed  it  in  the 
same  light  when  he  vetoed  it,  but  the  Legislature  stood 
firm,  and  passed  the  act  again  over  his  veto.  It  was  the 
high-water  mark  of  Northern  manhood. 

In  Kansas,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Slave  Power  was  in 
the  ascendant.  Hordes  of  degraded  beings,  such  as  only 
slavery  and  whiskey  could  produce,  crossed  in  arms  at  the 
spring  elections  from  Missouri  into  the  Territory,  took 
possession  of  the  polling-places,  terrorized  and  maltreated 
judges  of  election  and  free-State  voters,  stuffed  the  boxes 
with  ballots  in  wild  excess  of  the  census-voting  popu- 
lation, and  elected  a  legislature  which  purged  itself  of 
every  free-State  delegate,  removed  the  capital  nearer  the 
Missouri  border,  adopted  the  slave  code  of  that  State,  and 
in  other  ways  completed  what  G^jvernor  Reeder  himself 
r^htly  called  the  subjugation  of  Kansas.  Powerless  to 
rectify  the  doings  of  this  bogus  body,  for  what  he  did  do 
honestly  the  Governor  was  removed  by  President  Pierce 
and  succeeded  by  WUson  Shannon,  who  acknowledged  the 
legality  of  the  Legislature,  and  put  himself  openly  at  the 
head  of  the  invaders,  assuring  them  of  the  firm  support 
of  the  Administration  at  Washington.  Every  difEerence 
growing  out  of  the  unsettled  state  of  society  in  a  new 
country — and  disputes  over  titles  to  the  land  were  inev- 
itable— was  liable  to  .array  free-State  men  against  slave- 
State,  and  to  end  in  bfoodshed.  The  first  homicide  of  this 
character  ocourred  before  Governor  Seeder's  dismissal, 
and  nearly  led  to  a  pitehcd  battle.  Arms  were  sent  to  the 
Territory  by  the  friends  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Association 
to  prevent  the  extermination  of  the  Northern  settlers. 
Gerrit  Smith  and  his  little  knot  of  Simon  Pure  Liberty 
Party  men,  now  styling  themselves  Radical  Political  Abo- 
litionists and  met  in  convention  at  Syracuse  June  27,  28, 
took  up  a  collection  in  response  to  an  appeal  from  "a 
Mr.  John  Brown,  who  had  five  sons  in  Kansas,  and  who 
was  desirous  to  join  them.  They  had  written  for  arms 
Vol.  III.— 27 
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Chap.  XV.   and  means  of  defence,  and  declared  in  their  letters  that 
i3ss.       fighting  suasion  was  the  most  important  institution  in  the 
new  Territory."  • 
i£*.  25:19s,      In  November,  another  homicide  led  to  the  siege  of  Law- 
193, 199.203-  pence  by  the  Border-Euffian  army  under  Atchison  and 
£i*.2s:203;  Stringfellow,  and  the  so-called  "Wakanisa  war."     Gov- 
ernor Shannon  summoned  out  the  "militia"  ft.  e.,  the 
is*.  23:199.  Missourians),  and  made  demand  on  the  President  for 
Federal  troops. 

It  would  he  a  grave  error  to  look  upon  the  Kansas  strug- 
gle— any  more  than  upon  the  civil  war  of  whicJi  it  was  the 
prelude — as  one  between  abolitionists  and  pro-slavery 
Lii.  25 :  85.  men.  Mr.  Garrison  had  been  careful  to  say  nothing  to  dis- 
courage emigration  to  the  Territory,  but  he  had  *'  never 
had  any  faith  in  it  as  a  breakwater  against  the  inundation 
of  the  dark  waters  of  oppression."  He  knew  that  the 
emigrants  represented  only  the  average  sentiment  of  the 
North  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  As  Charles  Stearns  wrote 
to  the  JMeratar  from  Lawrence  on  December  24, 1854 : 

Lii.  25:  [6].  "  Multitudes  of  tliose  who  are  such  flamii^  abolitionists  here, 
as  they  call  themselves,  are  a  sui  generis  kind  of  abolitionist  —  a 
mongrel  character,  like  Aunt  Ophelia  in  '  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.' 
They  are  desperately  opposed  to  slavery  entering  here  —  and 
why?  Because  they  '  dont  want  the  niggers  about  them.' 
,  .  .  Now  I  feel  quite  certain  that  the  very  people  who  wUl 
vote  against  the  introduction  of  slavery  will  also  vote  for  a 
'  Black  Law.'  ^    .     ,     .    I  can  find  but  few  who  dare  to  say  that 

1  See  John  Brown's  own  account  of  the  Convention  In  Sanborn's  Life  of 
him,  pp.  193,  19*.  Among  the  donora  was  Capt.  Charles  Stuart  — a  dear 
case  of  "British  Gold." 

2  For  confirmation,  of  this,  note  the  action  of  the  conrention  wbich  formed 
a  free-State  Constitution  at  Topeka  in  October,  1355.  An  article  instruct- 
ing the  first  General  Aesembly  to  eselude  free  people  of  color  from  the 
Territory  was  not,  indeed,  incorporated  in  that  insU-oment,  but  nas  left  to 
be  voted  on  separa  elf  at  the  time  of  the  general  adoption  (Jjib.  25  :  191). 
Eioluaion  was  desired  by  the  Big  Springe  Convention  which  preceded  that 
at  Topeka^tift.  25  :  155,  [160]|.  The  popular  vote  waa  to  that  effect  (Lib. 
26  :  69 ;  28  :  47).  The  Constitution  legalised  slavery  till  July  4,  1857  (Zib. 
26  :  63,  70).  One  could  hardly  have  expected  anything  else  of  a  free-State 
population  preponderatingly  Western,  and  which  contained  a  larger  element 
from  Indiana  "than  from  any  other  State  in  the  Union  "— larger  than  that 
from  New  York  and  all  New  England  combined  (Lib.  36  ;  81,  103J. 
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they  are  in  favor  of  allowiBg  the  colored  roau  to  eome  here  and   Chap.  xv. 
buy  land  on  an  equality  with  the  white  man.     The  common  cry        ,^j 
is, '  We  want  no  slavery  and  no  niggers.'     ...    I  am  much 
disappointed  in  the  character  of  the  New  England  emigrants. 
They  come  here,  as  men  go  to  California,  mainly  after  money." 

The  siege  of  Lawrence,  and  the  sight  of  a  free-State  man 
wantonly  murdered  in  this  exciting  period,  caused  Mr.  Lib.  26 :  a. 
Steams  formally  to  renounce  his  non-resistance  views,  and 
to  shoulder  his  Sharp's  rifle  against  wild  beasts  (not  men). 
Mr.  Garrison  stiU  held  to  the  faith.  He  presided  on  March 
24,  25,  ataNewEugiandNon-Resistanee  Convention  held  ub.as-.so. 
in  Worcester,!  and  drew  up  a  long  array  of  resolutions, 
from  which  we  single  out  one  for  its  freshness  in  this 
connection : 

"  17.  Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  supporting  governments  by  Lii.  25;so. 
tariffs,  and  other  indirect  taxes,  is  a  cunning  contrivance  of 
tyrants  to  enaljle  them  to  attain  their  ambitious  and  bloody 
aims  without  exciting  the  alarm  of  the  people  by  a  direct  appeal 
to  their  pockets ;  therefore,  one  most  potent  way  to  put  an  end 
to  war  and  tyranny  is  to  abolish  all  tariffs  and  indirect  taxes, 
and  to  substitute  free  trade  and  direct  taxation  as  the  means  of 
sustaining  political  institutions." 

Mr.  Garrison's  anti-slavery  labors  for  the  year  were, 
barring  iUness  both  at  the  beginning  and  close,  as  exten- 
sive and  incessant  as  usual.    On  March  1,  as  a  private 
venture,  he  lectured  in  Treraont  Temple,  Boston,  in  reply   £i*,  25:33, 
to  Senator  Sam  Houston  of  Texas,  who,  the  week  before,         ^^' 
in  a  nominally  anti-slavery  course  of  lectures  conducted 
by  Dr.  S.  6,  Howe  and  others,  had  made  "  a  stolid  defence   Lii.  25 :  35, 
of  slavery."    The  experiment  was  a  success,  the  audience 
being  large.   One  feature  of  the  review  was  the  exhibition     c/.  taiu. 
to  the  audience  of  eleven  yards  of  Southern  and  slave-      ^' '   ' 
holding  atrocities  clipped  from  the  columns  of  the  Lib- 

1  By  way  of  record,  let  us  state  here  that  the  New  England  Non-Reaist- 
ance  Society  held  its  last  amiaBl  meetings  and  ceased  to  exist  in  1S19  (lAi. 
19  ;  2,  3,  174, 186).  On  Jan.  1, 1848,  Adin  Ballou's  paper  had  been  made  tiie 
organ  of  the  Society,  raider  the  title  of  the  NonrBtsistamt  and  Pradkal 
Christi<m  (Lib.  18  ;  14).  The  compoond  name  and  tbe  organsbip  lasted  only 
ayearfZiS.  19:14). 


J  by  Google 


420  WILLIAM  LLOYD  GAEEISON.  (^t.  50. 

Chap.  XV.   erator.    As  landmarks,  we  will  cite  resolutions  which  he 

1^5.       introduced  at  the  annual  New  York   meeting  of  the 

Mayg.      American  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  May : 

ii*.  25:70,        "  Eesolved,  That  Liberty  and  Slavery  are  in  their  nature 

^  antagonisms,  which  no  power  in  the  universe  can  reconcile ; 

and  that  any  effort  to  make  peace,  or  to  effect  a  compromise, 

between  them  is  an  insult  to  God,  a  crime  against  nature,  and 

an  outrage  upon  man. 

"  Eeaolved,  That  a  Church  or  Government  which  accords  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  to  Slavery  as  to  Liberty,  is  a  house 
divided  against  itself,  which  cannot  stand  —  is  an  attempt  to 
pay  equal  honor  to  Belial  and  to  Christ  —  is  inherently  corrupt 
and  tyrannical,  and  deserving  of  universal  execration." 

Lii.2s-T°-        These  resolutions  were  originally  drafted  for  an  anti- 
slavery  convention  at  Dover,  N.  H.,  on  April  25.    The 
Aau,s:33S.   Sentiment  they  contain  is  anything  but  new  from  Mr, 
Garrison's  lips,  but  the  phraseology  arrests   attention. 
The  expression,  "a  house  divided  agaioat  itself,"  may 
be  said  to  have  made  the  fortune  of  Lincoln  as  a  states- 
man when  uttered  three  years  later.i    Now,  it  fell  on  deaf 
ears. 
£1^.25:82.       Worthy  of  mention  is  the  speech  which  accompanied  the 
above  resolutions  —  logical  and  orderly,  and  fortified  at 
every  step  with  documentary  evidence.     On  August  1, 
near  Jamaica,  Ijong  Island,  Mr.  Garrison  spoke  again,  at 
Nai.  A.  s.    the  celebration  of  the  day  by  the  New  York  City  Anti- 
^A^zi.'    Slavery  Society.    A  most  competent  judge  shall  testify  to 
iBss./-  2-     the  weight  of  his  remarks  on  this  ooeasion,  in  the  follow- 
ing letter  (a  translation  by  the  hand  of  the  recipient) : 

1 "  We  are  now  far  into  the  flfth  year  Hince  a  policy  was  initiated  with 
the  avowed  object,  and  conftdent  promise,  of  putting  on  end  to  slavery 
agitation.  Under  the  operation  of  that  policy,  that  agitation,  has  oat  only 
not  ceased,  but  has  constantly  augmented.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  not  cease 
until  a  crisis  shall  have  been  ceaohed  and  paased.  '  A  house  divided 
^ainat  itself  cannot  stand.'  I  believe  thig  government  cannot  endure 
permanently  half  slave  and  half  free,  I  do  not  expect  Uie  Union  to  be 
dissolved  —  I  do  not  eipeet  the  house  to  faU  —  but  I  do  eipeot  it  will  cease 
to  be  divided.  It  wU!  become  all  one  thing  or  all  tlie  other  "  (Speech  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  at  Springfield,  III.,  June  17, 1858,  upon  being  made  Bepublicao 
candidat*  for  the  Senate  of  the  Unitfld  States.  Arnold's  '  Lincoln  and 
Slavery,'  p.  11*|. 
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Niekolm  Tourgueneff^  to  Mrs.  M.  W.  Chapman. 


Madame  :  Seeing  you  on  the  point  ol 
I  cannot  forbear  entreating  you  to  be  the  bearer  of  my  tribute 
of  respect  and  admiration  to  one  of  your  compatriots.  Need  I 
add  that  I  have  in  yiew  our  holy  nauBP  of  human  Freedom,  and 
one  of  its  most  eminent  defenders,  Mr.  Garrison  t  Every  word 
he  utt«rs  is  dictated  by  the  deepest  sense  of  justice ;  but  hia 
recent  discourse  on  the  anniversary  of  British  Colonial  Emanci- 
pation is  distinguished  not  only  by  its  profound  feeling  of 
sympathy  for  the  emancipated,  but  by  that  r^orously  just 
reasoning,  and  that  clear,  firm,  and,  above  all,  moral  logic, 
■which  leads  him  to  prefer  the  separation  of  the  States  to  the 
continuance  of  Slavery.  It  is  by  this  trait  that  I  recognize  the 
trae  Abolitionist,  and  the  truly  worthy  man.  It  was  with  the 
truest  joy  that  I  read  those  strong  and  noble  words,  each  going 
straight  to  its  end,  acknowledging  no  law  superior  to  the  senti- 
ment of  right  engraven  in  the  human  conscience  by  its  divine 
Creator,  and  disdaining  aU  the  commonplace  sophistry  of  weak- 
ness and  hypocrisy  that  is  so  often  employed  in  these  discusaons. 
Deeply  touched  by  this  discourse  of  Mr.  Garrison,  I  felt  \je  me 
swis  dif]  that  a  Cause  so  holy,  defended  by  such  advocates, 
could  not  fail  to  triumph,  if  ui^d  forward  without  delay. 
Every  action,  every  word,  which  brings  nearer  the  time  of  this 
triumph,  is  a  blessing  to  millions  of  unf  ortnnate  beings. 

May  Almighty  God  crown  with  success  the  generous  labors 
of  all  these  noble  men,  who,  after  all,  are  but  following  the 
commands  and  walking  in  the  ways  traced  by  his  holy  will  1 

May  I  entreat  of  yon,  Madame,  the  kindness  of  presenting  to 
Mr.  Garrison  the  accompanying  copy  of  my  work,  by  which 
he  will  see  that  a  co-laborer  in  another  hemisphere  has  long  ' 
wrought  in  the  same  vineyard  of  the  Lord ;   if  not  with  the 

1  A  kinsman  of  the  celebrated  ooreliat ;  an  exile  on  the  fatse  charge  of 
conneetion  with,  tlie  December  oonspiraoy  on  the  accession  of  Nicholas  to 
the  throne  in  1825,  but  equally  obnosious  to  that  despot  becanse  of  hia  anti- 
elavery  views  and  action ;  author  of  '  La  Rnssie  et  les  Eusaea '  (inolTiding  the 
■  "  Mfimoires  d'un  Proserit ")  and  '  Un  Dernier  Mot  but  Tfimancipation  des 
Serfs  en  Enssie.'  He  was  an  ardent  adtnirer  of  Baron  Stein,  whom  he 
accompanied  as  attach^  on  the  invasion  of  Fmnce  hy  the  Allies  in  1813. 
Tourgueneff  rightlf  held  that  emancipation  in  Russia  would  come  about 
not  from  below  but  from  above  ^ — that  is,  from  the  Caor;  aud  happily  he 
lived  U>  see  the  great  coc  summation. 
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Chap.  XV.  same  renown,  I  may  at  least  venture  to  say  with  the  same  dis- 
j^  interestedness,  with  the  same  self-abnegation,  with  the  same 
love  for  the  oppressed.  Even  the  efforts  1  made  in  their  behalf 
they  could  never  directly  know,  for  exile  and  proscription  have 
compelled  me  to  live  far  from  my  own  land,  and  to  plead  the 
cause  of  human  rights  in  a  language  which  is  neither  theirs  nor 
mine.  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  that  all  success  obtained  in 
America  in  the  cause  of  the  colored  race  will  be  eminently  ser- 
viceable to  my  poor  countrymen  in  Rusda.  It  is,  then,  first  as 
a  man,  and  secondly  as  a  Eussian,  that  I  hail  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Garrison  and  his  fellow-laborers  for  the  deliverance  of  their 
Country  from  the  hideous  plague-spot  of  Slavery. 

Eeeeive,  Madame,  my  earnest  good  wishes  for  your  voyage. 
May  Heaven  grant  that  in  again  beholding  your  native  Country, 
you  may  there  find  new  consolations  and  fresh  encouragements 
to  persevere  in  the  great  Cause  which  you  have  made  the  princi- 
pal object  of  your  life.  Accept,  at  the  same  time,  the  expression 
of  my  high  respect. 

The  most  interesting  event  of  the  year  for  Mr.  Garrison 
Oct.  21,      was  the  celebration  of  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
^  ^"       Boston  mob  in  the  very  hall  from  which  the   Female 
Anti-Slavery  Society  had  been  expelled  in  1835.    Noth- 
ing it  lacked,  of  solemnity  or  historic  pieturesqueness, 
but  the  presence  of  Mrs,  Chapman,  who  was  on  the  eve 
of  embarking  for  America  after  a  seven  years'  residence 
abroad.     But  beside  Francis  Jackson,  who  of  right  was 
called  to  preside,  sat  Mrs.  Thankful  Southwick,  one  of 
Ani/,2:i3.   tho  former  vice-pr^idents  of  the  Society,  supported  by 
Anie.2:io6.  Miss  Henrietta  Sargent,  a  fellow-member.      The  Rev. 
Samuel  May,  Jr.,  read  fitting  extracts  from  the  Psalms. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke. 
Mr.  Garrison  then  read,  and  the  audience  sang  tenderly, 
those  thrilling  lines  of  Whittier's  "  P^an  "  which,  though 
composed    in    1848,   seemed  designed    for  the  present 
occasion : 

"  Now,  joy  and  thanks  for  evermore ! 

The  dreary  night  has  well-nigh  passed, 
The  slumbers  of  the  North  are  o'er,— 
The  Giant  stands  erect  at  last ! 
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"  More  than  we  hoped  in  that  dark  time  Chap.  xv. 

When,  faint  with  watcliiiig,  few  and  worn,  -"r 

We  saw  no  welcome  day-star  climb 
The  cold  gray  pathway  of  the  morn ! 

"  0  weary  hours !     0  night  of  years ! 

What  storms  our  darkling  pathway  swept, 
Where,  beating  back  our  thronging  fears, 
By  Faith  alone  our  march  we  kept. 

"  How  jeered  the  scoffing  crowd  behind, 
How  mocked  before  the  tyrant  train. 
As,  one  by  one,  the  trae  and  kind 
Fell  fainting  in  our  path  of  paia  I 

"  They  died, — their  brave  hearts  breaking  slow, — 
But,  seif-forgetful  to  the  last, 
In  words  of  cheer  and  bugle  blow 
Their  breath  upon  the  darkness  passed. 

"  A  mighty  host,  on  either  hand, 

Stood  waiting  for  the  dawn  of  day 
To  crush  like  reeds  our  feeble  band ; 
The  mom  has  come, — and  where  are  they  ?  " 

Where  indeed  were  they  1    Otis,  as  "Wendell  Phillips    a.  g.  oils. 
remarked,  was  gone.    The  editor  who  stirred  up  "the  ub.zi-.zj^. 
Atlas  mob,"  was  gone.    Mayor  Lyman  was  in  his  grave ; 
so  was  the  judge  before  whom  Garrison  was  arraigned  as     b.  whit- 
a  rioter ;  so  was  the  sheriff  who  had  committed  him  to  jail     ix^k- 
on  that  charge.    And  in  the  broader  field  of  contest,  what   "^."^-g  "^'^^ 
haughty  leaders  of  the  pro-slavery  phalanx  had  passed 
away !    Filled  with  this  retrospect,  and  naturally  assum- 
ing the  historical-biographieal    part  of  the    appointed 
exercises,  no  wonder  that  Mr.  G-arrison  spoke  with  good 
cheer  of  the  contrast  between  1835  and  1855,  and  found 
"  all  the  signs  of  the  times  encouraging,"  though  admitting  Lib.  25: 174. 
that  "  more  than  a  million  slaves  are  to  be  delivered  who 
were  not  in  existence  twenty  years  ago."    "We  shall  seek 
in  vain  in  his  speech  any  prescience  or  intimation  of  the 
impending  Civil  "War.    As  little  will  it  be  found  in  those 
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ii*.as:i74,   of  Wendell   Phillips  and  Theodore  Parker.    Henry  C. 
175.        Wright  graaed  it  in  these  passages : 

tii.asins.  "Now,  Mr.  Cliairman,  the  question  we  have  to  decide  is, 
"What  shall  we  do  ?  Some  of  us,  many  of  us,  I  beHeve,  have  put 
on  the  armor  for  death  or  victory ;  and  now,  what  have  we  to 
do  ?  We  have  got  a  terrible  fast  to  deal  with  in  this  country, 
and  we  cannot  stop  to  discuss  the  technical  meaning  of  words, 
whether  in  the  Bible  or  in  the  Constitution.  We  have  to  deal 
with  -A  fact  that  manifests  itself  in  the  rehgion,  in  the  govern- 
ment, in  the  literature,  in  the  domestie  and  social  life  of  the 
country  —  the  Slave  Powek.  What  shall  we  do  ?  Shall  we 
go  on  trying  to  compromise,  to  keep  the  peace  between  Liberty 
and  Slavery  ?  I  say.  No !  Sir,  there  is  but  one  way  to  meet 
that  Power,  and  that  is,  on  the  field  where  '  Death  or  Victory ' 
is  to  be  the  motto.  .  .  .  We  have  got  to  come  to  this,  and 
let  us  meet  it.  Let  the  people  of  Massaohusette  take  their  stand, 
and  proclaim  that  no  minion  of  the  Slave  Power  shall  be  allowed 
to  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of  his  office  on  the  soil  of  this 
Commonwealth.  I  wish  that  you  would  do  towards  the  Slave 
Commissioners  what  your  ancestors  did  towards  the  Stamp  Com- 
missioners. What  did  they  doi  Go  and  read  the  history  of 
your  Revolutionary  stn^gle.  In  1764  or  '65,  when  a  certain 
Mr.  Andrew  Ohver  undertook  to  act  as  Commissioner  in  Boston 
to  enforce  the  odious  Stamp  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  your 
fathers  took  hinn  and  bore  him  to  the  old  Liberty  Tree,  and 
there,  under  its  spreading  branches,  they  made  him  solemnly 
swear  never  to  exercise  his  office  in  this  country.  Now,  go  call 
your  United  States  Commissioners,  your  Curtises  and  Lorings, 
and  make  them  swear  never  to  exercise  their  infamous  office  in 
your  midst.     ...     I  go.  Sir,  for  revolution ! 

"Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  have  been  sitting  here  this  afternoon, 
I  have  noticed  quite  a  number  of  young  men  in  this  assembly, 
and  I  have  asked  myself.  What  course  will  they  take  ?  Here 
are  three  sitting  near  me  —  neither  of  them,  twenty  years  ago, 
had  any  existence ;  two  of  them,  the  sons  of  the  man  who  was 
dragged  through  the  streets  of  Boston,  and  one,  your  own 
grandson,!  1  ask.  What  course  wiU  these  young  men,  now  in 
the  bloom  of  early  manhood,  pursue  1  Will  they  take  hold  and 
help  us  in  this  cause,  or  will  they  go  on  in  supporting  and 
strengthening  that  Power  which  has  so  long  ruled  the  nation  t 
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Will  Hie  yoaug  men  take  their  stand,  and  throw  off  this  Chap.  Xv. 
incubus  f  ^g- 

"  I  say,  Mr.  Chainnan,  let  us  strike  for  revolution.  Let  us 
drive  slavery  from  our  soil,  and  never  allow  a  man  to  be  put  on 
trial  on  tie  question  whether  he  is  a  man  or  a  beast.  How  long 
shall  this  last  ?  I  tope  to  live  to  see  the  tour  of  triumph  ;  and 
as  I  mark  the  spirit  that  pervades  this  assembly,  I  oan  hardly 
help  crying  out,  Hallelujah  !  " 

A  comparatively  new-comer  in  the  anti-slavery  ranks, 
the  Rev.  T.  W.  Higginson,  who  followed  Mr.  Wright,  saw 
and  expressed  the  tendency  of  current  events  with  a  dis- 
tinctness close  akin  to  prophecy : 

"  It  is  good  for  as  to  have  been  here,  Sir,  I  have  felt  it  almost  Li».  25 :  175. 
every  moment  of  the  afternoon  ;  and  when  I  have  looked  around 
this  hall,  and  seen  alternately  the  smiles  upon  the  lips  of  noble 
women,  and  the  tears  in  the  eyes  of  brave  men, ^  seen  them  as 
well  as  I  could  for  the  closer  tears  that  dimmed  my  own, —  I  have 
f  eit  the  same  hope  with  the  last  speaker,  that  the  younger  among 
us,  especially  those  who  cannot  speak  from  personal  memory  of 
the  '  inside '  or  the  '  outside '  of  this  hall,  on  the  day  we  cele- 
brate—that these  young  persons,  from  this  Anniversary,  may 
at  least  rekindle  the  enthusiasm  of  their  self-devotion. 

"  Mr.  Chairman,  one  sentence  spoken  by  Mr.  Garrison  sunk 
deep  into  my  heart  this  afternoon :  '  Things  are  so  changed 
around  us,'  he  said.  It  is  not  for  me  here  and  now  to  question 
one  word  of  his ;  but  my  heart  asked  my  intellect,  Are  things  so 
changed,  after  all  ?  Is  the  Massachusetts  of  1855  so  transformed 
from  the  Massachusetts  of  1835  ?  Is  State  Street  so  utterly 
changed  now  from  what  it  was  when  it  poured  forth  its  base- 
hearted  mj-riada  then?  Is  ittruethat  all  the  hard  work  is  done, 
no  great  duties  left,  and  no  great  demands  made  upon  us  —  us, 
whose  misfortune  it  is,  not  our  fault,  that  we  could  not  bear  the 
yoke  of  twenty  years  ago  f  He  did  not  mean  it  —  I  know  he  did 
not  mean  it ;  for  it  is  not  true,  and  therefore  he  did  not  mean  it. 
What  is  that  great  change  in  which  we  exult  ?  The  abolition- 
ists of  Masjachusetts  have  labored  for  twenty  years,  and  what 
have  they  conquered  ¥  What  Time  they  cmiquered  f  The  right 
of  free  speech !  They  have  conquered  the  r^ht  to  meet  in  Stacy 
Hall  and  call  their  souls  their  own !    But  what  else  ?    .    .     . 

"  If  this  is  the  result  of  those  magnificent  labors  and  sacri- 
fices of  twenty  years,  how  long,  do  you  think,  are  the  labors  and 
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'.  XV.  sacrifices  of  the  future  to  oontinue  before  the  work  ia  done  ?  If 
j^  aU  that  has  passed  has  only  come  to  this,  what  is  the  future  to 
be  ?  God  knows ;  I  do  not  know.  "We  never  know  what  new 
openings  G04  may  have  in  store  for  putting  an  end  to  the  long 
controversies  of  men,  and  letting  the  weary,  saddened  spirit  of 
humanity  out  from  its  perplexity  by  some  new  door  it  did  not 
know  until  it  opened.  Upon  a  single  thread  of  flas,  perhaps, 
at  this  moment,  the  destinies  of  this  continent  may  hang.  We 
cannot  allow  for  futnre  revelations  and  possibilities.  We  have 
got  to  take  the  present  as  it  is,  and  work  in  it ;  and  that  present, 
even  in  Massachusetts,  is  dead  against  the  life  of  freedom,  the 
purposes  of  freedom,  and  the  hope  of  freedom  ;  and  if  yon  see 
it  differently,  it  ia  because  you  do  not  know  Massachusetts  — 
do  not  see  how  far  off  we  are  from  realizing  that  great,  deter- 
mined uprising  of  the  people  in  behalf  of  freedom  about  which 
we  dream.     .     .     . 

"  My  friends,  even  in  the  greatest  self-devotion,  there  is 
something  more  to  be  teamed,  and  we  have  got  it  to  learn. 
Passmore  Williamson  is  in  his  prison,  and  Massachusetts  men 
are  quiet,  and  go  about  their  daily  business ;  and  if  he  were  in 
prison  in  Boston,  it  would  be  very  nearly  the  same  thing.i  In 
Kansas,  the  Hherty  of  white  men  is  struck  down,  and  held  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  here  io  Massachusetts  we  sympathize 
—  in  the  abstract !  But  when  a  brave  man  comes-here  to  raise 
money  to  arm  with  Sharp's  rifles  his  company  of  a  hundred 
Kansas  farmers,  does  he  find  a  '  material  aid '  at  all  commen- 
surate with  his  expectations  ?  ^  Alas,  no  I  I  have  a  sad  letter 
which  tells  the  contrary,  but  I  will  not  read  it,  'lest  the 

1  Posamare  WiUtamaon,  h  reapected  citizen  of  Philadelpliia,  and  an  active 
abolitionist,  on  July  18, 1855,  notified  three  slaves  of  a.  YirginiitD,  the  U.  S. 
Minister  to  Nicaragua,  about  to  embarfe  for  his  post,  that  they  were  free  ia 
consequence  of  having  been  volantarily  brought  by  their  master  into  a  free 
State.  For  this  act  he  was  arrested  and  brought  before  Judge  Kane,  who 
ordered  of  him  an  Impossibility,  vis.,  that  he  produce  tlie  late  slaves. 
WiUiamaon's  truthful  reply  that  they  were  not  in  his  custody,  and  that  he 
could  not  produce  them,  was  treated  as  *'  contempt  of  court, ^'  ondhe  was  ac- 
cordingly imprisoned  for  three  months,  until  the  pressure  of  public  opinion 
led  the  Judge  to  flud  a  way  out  of  Ms  nionstrous  positioa.  For  arbitrary 
judicial  tyranny,  the  case  stands  alone  in  the  history  of  the  anti-slavery 
struggle.  See,  (or  detidls,  Ub.  25 :  119,  131,  167,  178, 17S,  183,  191, 19i,  and 
the  volume, '  The  Case  of  Passmore  Williamson,' Philadelphia,  1S56.  Judge 
Kane  took  the  eitraordinary  ground  that  the  "  law  of  nations  "  (!)  guaran- 
teed the  right  of  transit  for  slave  property  like  any  other  /Zib.  25  ;  167). 

^  Doubtless  the  agent  referred  to  was  Uajor  James  B.  Abbott.  See  Son- 
bom's  '  Life  of  John  Brown,'  p,  212. 
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daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice,'    But  you  cauuot  wonder  Chap.  Xv. 
if  members  of  Congress,  statesmen,  refuse  to  sacrifioe  their        j3~ 
places  for  freedom,  when  ■we  will  not  sacrifice  our  purses.   .   .   . 

"  Mr.  Phillips  told  us,  that  on  this  day,  twenty  years  ago,  the 
military  could  not  protect  the  meeting,  because  '  the  guns  were 
oatade  in  the  mob — ot  the  men  who  should  have  carried  them.' 
There  has  been  a  time  since  when  the  men  were  on  the  outside, 
and  the  guns  too ;  and  as  surely  as  this  earth  turns  on  its  a.xis, 
that  time  will  come  again !  And  it  is  for  you,  men  who  hear 
me,  to  think  what  you  will  do  when  that  time  comes ;  and  it  is 
for  you,  women  who  hear  me,  to  thank,  what  you  will  do,  and 
what  you  are  willing  —  I  will  not  say,  to  cowsewi  that  thcrae  you 
love  should  do,  but  what  you  are  willing  to  urge  them  to  do,  and 
to  send  them  from  your  homes,  knowing  that  they  will  do  it, 
whether  they  hve  or  die. 

"  I  am  speating  of  realities  now ;  of  real  dangers  and  duties 
here  in  Boston,  that  appeal  to  all, —  to  non-resistants  as  much 
as  any  other;  and  in  speaking  of  these,  I  have  said  enough. 
But,  I  say,  in  closing,  if  there  is  any  young  man  here  who  is 
not  prepared  to  devote  himself  to  the  doing  of  such  duties,  he 
had  better  meet  the  ksue  now,  for  this  night  the  duty  may  be 
required  of  him." 

The  mob  anniversary  was  a  sort  of  family  gathering,  a 
Thanksgiving  festival,  of  the  Boston  circle  of  abolition- 
ists, with  joy  for  those  who  had  survived,  and  a  feeling 
remembrance  for  those  who  had  dropped  by  the  way. 
Among  the  latter  and  more  recent  were  John  Bishop  £j*.j5;io6. 
Estlin  of  Bristol,  England,  one  of  the  half-dozen  indis- 
pensable coadjutors  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society     Ante.pp. 
across  the  water ;  ^  and  William  H.  Ashurst,  belonging  to     ^^  ^'^' 
the  same  group. 

Mts.  Matilda  Ashurst  Biggs  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Baeden  Pake,  near  TuNEKnDGE,  Kent,  MS. 
December  27, 1855. 

A  painful  duty  devolves  upon  me  to  inform  you  of  the  death  Lii.  26:  ro. 

of  my  dear  honored  father,  W.  H.  Aehurst.    He  died  at  my  Oct.  rg, 

brother's  house  about  eight  weeks  since,  but  illness  and  much  '^^5' 
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Chap.  XV.    occupation  have  prevented  my  writing  to  you  earlier.      His 

jjl^         death  was  very  sadden  and  unespeeted,  although  his  strength 

had  been  failing  since  his  return  from  America,  and  the  loss 

of  my  dear  mother  was  a  shock  from  which  he  never  entirely 

rallied.    .    .    . 

And  now,  dear  sir,  I  scarcely  know  how  to  express  to  yon 
and  to  Mrs.  Garrison,  and  to  Mr.  H.  C.  Wright  (and,  indeed,  to 
all  his  American  friends),  the  obligations  that  his  children  feel 
towards  you  who  did  so  much  for  him  when  prostrated  by  ill- 
ness in  America.     To  visit  your  country  had  long  been  his  wish. 
He  accomplished  his  desire  when  quite  unequal  to  the  exertion, 
but  he  always  felt  gratified  to  have  seen  America,  the  *'  land  of 
his  love."    The  last  time  I  saw  him,  he  spoke  of  you  and  your 
family,  and  playfuUy  he  has  expressed  himself  sometimes  in 
speaking  of  the  continued  hospitahties  almost  heaped  upon 
him.    "As  for  Garrison,  he  would,  if  he  had  had  his  own  way, 
Cf.  MS.      have  killed  me  with  kindness,  bat  Mrs.  Garrison,  with  her  kind- 
j^'w°'ff    ness,  would  have  brought  me  to  life  again."  ^    H.  C.  Wright,  he 
Ashuni.      said,  had  nursed  and  attended  and  cheered  him  as  "  a  woman 
W.'i^G.     ™il^  \m.-^^  done  " ;  and  repeatedly  he  has  said  how  gratified  he 
should  be  to  return  in  any  way  to  your  friends  some  portion  of 
the  kindness  which  was  shown  to  him  by  oB  in  America.    Will 
you  bear  us  in  mind,  dear  sir,  and  give  us  some  opportunity  of 
80  doing,  and  feel  that,  in  doing  so,  yon  will  add  yet  another 
obligation  to  the  many  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  yon  and  to 
America  ? 
The  home  in  whieh  Ashurst  had  been  an  honored  guest, 
Nb,  8,  aflcr-  was  in  Dlx  Place,  near  Hollis  Street,  whither  the  Garri- 
""  ,^.   "■    son  family  had  removed  in  1853  from  Concord  Street,  on 
Boston  Neck  —  their  residence  for  a  year  after  quitting 
Aiite.p.3&i.  Shawmut  Avenue.    In  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  very 
accessible,  it  drew  upon  the  anti-slavery  leader  and  his 
wife  a  great  deal  of  company,  to  entertain  which  was  no 
small  tax  on  their  slender  resources.^    Hitherto,  Francis 
1  Mr.  Ashurijt  landed  in  Aiueric&  In  July,  1353,  and  Bailed  for  home  on 
Sept.  7,  in  a  very  feeble  state  (Lib.  23  :  118;  MS.  Sept.  5,  1S53,  W.  L.  G. 
to  his  wife).      Au  amasing  adventure  of  his  while  in  Boston  Is  worth 
recording.    Having  occasion  to  inquire  his  way,  he  eicuaed.  MmHeif  by 
explaining  thac  he  was  an  Englishman.    "An  Englishman,  ehl"  was  the 
response.    "Well,  we  licked  you  in  76 ! " 

3  On  June  26,  1855,  C  F.  Hovey  begged  Mrs.  Garrison's  acceptance  of  a 
barrel  o(  flour.  "  I  see  yon  have  a  houseful  of  people.  .  .  .  Yourhus- 
band's  position  brings  him  many  guests  and  expensea  which  do  not  belong 
to  him"  (MS.), 
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Jackson  had  been  their  landlord  as  well  as  near  neighbor  Chap,  xv, 
and  generous  friend.    Now,  in  the  year  under  review,  the 
fund  which  had  been  accumulated  to  this  end  principally,  . 
vra&  augmented  sufficiently  to  purchase  the  house  of  Mr.  , 
Jackson,  at  its  original  eost^.     Mr,  Hovey,  already  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  fund,  notified  the  Ganisons  that,  in 
addition,  he  proposed  to  pay  them  annually  a  sum  ecLual 
to  the  interest  on  a  contemplated  legacy.     This  aid  was 
gratefully  accepted  by  Mr.  Garrison,  on  condition  that  it 
should  be  freely  revoked  at  any  time,  for  any  reason,  and 
saving  his  own  independence  of  thought  and  action.^ 

Close  upon  the  heels  of  the  mob  anniversary,  both 
Francis  Jackson  and  Mr.  Garrison  fell  ill  —  the  former 
dangerously,  so  that  his  life  was  despaired  of.  Neither 
could  visit  the  other,  though  but  a  short  distance  apart. 


W.L.G., 
Sept.  13, 
Hovey /o 


MS.  Sept. 


W.  L.  Oarrison  to  Mrs.  Eliza  F.  EMy.^ 

[Boston],  November  3,  [1855]. 

I  beg  yott  to  convey  to  your  dear,  noble  father  aU  the  warm 
sensibilities  and  grateful  emotions  of  my  soul  for  his  prompt 
and  truly  eharacteristie  reply  {through  you)  to  my  letter  last 
evening.  The  grapes  were  delicious  to  my  taste,  and  surpris- 
ingly sweet.    But  the  quantity  sent  was  over-liberal.     .     .    . 

Last  night  was  a  sleepless  one  to  me  throughout,  and  I  feel 
much  exhausted  this  morning  ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  send- 
ing you  this  brief  note.  Of  course,  your  dear  father  was  con- 
stantly in  my  thoughts.    I  lived  twenty  years  of  my  life  over 

1  It  waa  in  Dix  Place,  and  presumably  on  Sept  21,  1855,  tliftt  the  gather- 
ing occurred  which  WM  thus  described  in  a  private  letter  by  Miss  Susan  B. 
Anthony  (' Hist.  Woman  Suffrage,'  1:258).  A  Woman's  Bights  Conven- 
tion had  just  been  held  in  Boston ;  "  In  the  evening,  Ellen  Blackwell  and 
I  attended  a  recepHon  at  Mr.  Garrison's,  where  we  met  several  of  the 
lUiToti,  and  were  most  heartily  welcomed  by  Mrs.  Garrison,  a  noble,  self- 
sacrifloing  woman,  the  loving  and  the  loved,  surrounded  with  healthy, 
happy  children  in  that  model  home.  Mr.  Garrison  was  omnipresent,  now 
talking  and  introducing  guests,  now  soothing  some  child  to  sleep,  and 
now,  with  his  charming  wife,  looting  after  the  refrefihrnents.  There  we 
met  Mrs.  [Caroline  H,]  Dall,  Elizabeth  Peabody,  Mrs.  McCready,  the 
Shaksperian  reader,  Mrs.  [Caroline  M.]  Severance,  Dr.  [Harriot  K.]  Hunt, 
Charles  P.  Hovey,  Francis  Jackson,  WendeE  Phillips,  Sarah  Pugh  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  others.  Having  worshipped  these  distinguished  people  atar 
off,  it  was  a  great  aailafaction  to  see  so  many  face  to  face." 

s  Daughter  of  B^nois  Jackson  ]  Mrs.  Meriam  by  a  previous  taftrriage. 
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Chap.  XV.  again,  associated  with  him  in  counsel  and  effort.    His  personal 
~  kindness  to  me  and  mine— his  generous  support  to  the  cause 

of  the  slave  —  his  nnbonnded  hospitality  to  its  advocates  and 
friends  —  his  frequent  sheltering  beneath  his  roof  the  homeless 
wanderer  and  the  trembling  fugitive — his  soUd  judgment,  rare 
discrimination  of  character,  and  grand  integrity  of  life  — his 
eheerful  surrender  of  office,  popular  favor,  and  "  respectable  " 
standing  in  the  community,  for  the  sake  of  universal  freedom 
and  eternal  right— his  prompt  disposition  to  "  hoist  the  banner 
on  the  outerwaU,"  and  to  take  his  stand  in  "  the  deadly,  immi- 
nent breach,"  with  heroic  courage  and  sublime  self -forgetful- 
ness — all  these,  and  a  thousand  other  considerations,  growing 
out  of  the  probable  nearness  of  his  removal  to  the  world  beyond  * 
us,  occupied  my  mind  during  the  silent  watches  of  the  n^ht, 
and  rendered  sleep  impossible, 

Frartcis  Jackson  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 
nfS.  in  [Boston],  Nov,  3d,  '55, 

^^^^  Dgae  Garrison:  Amongthechoicest  cordials  the  nurse  brings 
to  my  parched  lips  are  your  very  kind  letters,  which  I  should 
like  very  much  to  reply  to ;  but  my  physician  counsels  me  to  put 
aside  all  business,  forego  to  meet  old  friends,  even,  and  keep 
very  quiet.  I  am  now  violating  his  injunctions,  but  I  must  send 
you  a  word.  It  has  been  one  of  the  most  fortunate  circum- 
stances of  my  life  that  I  was  thrown  so  near  your  teaching  and 
influence,  I  am  very  greatly  indebted  to  you.  It  has  for  many 
long  years  been  one  of  the  aims  of  my  life  to  stand  by  you — 
how  weU,  it  ia  not  for  rae  to  say.  I  want  to  write  more,  but 
cannot;  I  eaimotsee  you  now,  but  I  send  you  my  love. 

Tf.  i.  Garrison  to  Francis  Jackson. 
HfS.,  ju-  14  Dix  PiiiCB,  Nov.  3, 1855. 

sau^y  Happy  am  I,  if,  in  any  manner,  I  have  been  of  any  service  to 
evening,  you  during  our  long  and  endearing  acquaintance.  But  youhad 
nothing  to  learn  of  me  in  regard  to  the  sacred  rights  of  con- 
science, the  freedom  of  the  mind,  and  the  duty  of  standing  by 
the  right  at  all  hazards,  whether  sohtary  or  backed  up  by  a 
multitude.  These  things  I  found  to  be  a  part  of  your  own 
nature.  Moreover,  it  was  your  good  fortune  to  throw  off,  at  a 
much  earlier  period  in  life  than  I  did,  the  fetters  of  that  terrible 
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theology  which  has  so  long  held  mastery  overtheNew  England  Chap.  XV. 
mind,  making  one  Tmiversal  blight  of  human  existence  here  j^, 
below,  and  filling  a  future  state  of  existence  with  inconceivable 
dangers  and  unutterable  horrors.  The  Fatherhood  of  God  was 
a  doctrine  early  accepted  by  you,  and  at  a  time  when  it  required 
the  greatest  moral  courage  to  do  so.  Happily,  you  have  lived 
to  see  it  grow  and  extend  in  every  direction ;  and  of  its  ultimate 
acceptance  by  the  whole  human  family  you  and  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt.  God  shall  be  all,  and  in  all ;  which  is  saying,  in  other 
words,  that  nothing  but  goodness  is  immutable,  all- conquering. 


I  dwell,  dear  friend,  with  inexpressible  satisfaction  upon  the 
fact,  that  yonr  last  public  act  in  the  service  of  the  slave  was  that 
of  preaidizig  at  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  memorable  mobo- 
cratic  21st  of  October,  1835.  It  wiD  constitute  a  fitting  crown 
of  honor  to  a  well-spent  life.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
felicitous,  or  more  beautifully  and  historically,  as  well  as  per- 
sonally, appropriate. 

I  have  to  communicate  to  you  the  death  of  Capt.  Weston  at 
Weymouth.  He  finished  his  voyage  of  life  last  evening,  and 
has  entered  into  the  haven  of  rest.  I  have  dictated  a  letter  to 
Anne,  conveying  my  sympathy  to  the  family,  in  view  of  their 
bereavement,  and  communicating  to  them,  also,  the  sad  inteUi- 
gence  oE  your  own  dangerous  iUness,  It  will  add  much  to  their 
weight  of  sorrow,  I  know ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  felt  sure  they 
would  wish  to  be  apprised  of  the  fact  without  any  delay. 

The  reference,  iu  your  note,  to  your  parched  lips  is  very 
touching.  My  own  are  somewhat  afEeoted  by  the  little  fever  I 
have  had ;  but  I  am  getting  better,  while  you  are  growing  worse. 
However,  this  is  saying  that  yon  are  nearer  your  heavenly  home, 
and  that  the  troubles  and  cares  of  life  with  you  are  nearly  ended. 

In  life,  iu  death,  and  ever,  yours. 


W.  L.  Garrison  to  Mrs.  Maria  W.  Chapman. 


Now  that  the  joyful  event  is  made  certain,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  earhest  opportunity  to  eongratiilate  you  upon  your  safe 
arrival  home  after  so  long  an  absence  from  your  native  land.     SsimOiy, 
The  fact  that  you  are  really  with  us  again  only  needs  to  be    .^JT-  ^t'h 
generally  known,  to  excite  the  livehest  emotions  of  pleasure  in      =5 :  Igi. 
ten  thousand  hearts,  bound  up  with  yours  in  the  most  vital  and 
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Chap.  XV.   Ear-reaohing  movement  of  the  age,  and  eherishing  for  you  the 
jg"  warmest  regard  and  the  highest  appreciation  as  one  of  the 

earhest,  most  clear-sighted,  uneompromising,  and  efficient 
advocates  of  the  imbruted  slave.  The  delight  I  feel  in  the 
anticipation  of  seeing  you,  face  to  face,  in  due  seasou,  is  inex- 
pressible ;  it  win  be  almost  lilce  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  or 
a  return  from  a  higher  plane  of  spiritual  existence,  so  far  as 
your  bodily  presence  is  concerned.  From  a  particular  stand- 
point, it  seems  a  whole  age  since  you  left  as.  Seven  years  is, 
indeed,  a  long  period  to  have  been  absent,  considering  the 
brevity  of  life ;  but,  iu  the  activity  and  tumult  of  a  desperate 
campaign,  where  no  time  is  left  for  leisure,  meditation,  or 
retirenieut,  they  seem  reduced  to  a  single  point.  How  extraor- 
dinary and  multitudinous  have  been  the  events  directly  con- 
nected with  the  anti-slavery  cause  within  this  term!  What 
changes  in  sects,  parties,  aad  whole  sections  of  country  on  the 
right  side  !  What  rapid  strides,  startling  achievements,  and 
boundless  aims,  on  the  part  of  the  Slave  Power !  In  what  a 
close  death-grapple  are  Liberty  and  Slavery  found ! 

Though  absent  in  body,  we  know  you  have  been  with  ns 
unceasingly  in  spirit  since  you  left  us ;  that  nothing  which  has 
occurred,  affecting  either  the  integrity  or  success  of  our  glorious 
cause,  has  escaped  your  observation  5  that  you  have  not  only 
Lib.  aS :  4  r  improved,  but  created,  opportunities  to  aid  us,  on  British  and 
^'fir'isfi^^  on  French  soil,  by  speech,  testimony,  personal  influence,  the 
p--ie,%.'  press,  the  preparation  of  circulars  and  tracts,  a  generous 
pecuniary  cooperation,  multitudinous  letters,  and  well-directed 
blows,  struck  at  the  right  time  and  with  irresistible  force.  For 
all  these  efforts  and  sacrifices  we  are  immensely  indebted  to 
you,  to  say  nothing  of  antecedent  years  of  unequalled  industry 
and  labor  at  home,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  in 
the  midst  of  all-abounding  obloquy,  proscription,  and  danger, 
I  wiU  not  put  up  the  superfluous  petition :  "  May  the  blessings 
of  those  who  are  ready  to  perish  rest  upon  your  head ! " — 
because  they  do  now  rest  upon  it.  I  will  not  add :  "  God  bless 
you!"— as  it  might  seem  to  imply  that  he  had  been  "slack 
concerning  his  promises,"  and  was  growing  forgetful.  "  Blessed 
are,"  not  shall  be,  "  the  merciful.  Blessed  are  they  who  are 
persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake,"  etc.,  etc.  The  reward  is 
ever  in  the  performance  of  the  deed- 
Welcome  home  again  —  a  thousand  times  welcome !  Wel- 
come to  whatever  of  unpopularity  yet  attaches  to  inflexible  and 
incorruptible  abolitionism  1    Welcome  to  a  still  further  partici- 
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pation  in  a  cause  which,  notwithstanding  its  grand  advances,    ( 
has  yet  to  contend  with  Chnreh  and  State,  and  all  that  is  rich, 
stroi^,  and  powerful  in  the  land !    You  have  a  place  in  our 
heart  of  hearts;  we  already  feel  the  magnetism  of  your  spirit 
and  the  quiokeniag  infiuenee  of  your  presenee. 

How  deeply  do  I  regret  that  you  did  not  arrive  in  season  to 
be  at  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  memorable  twenty-fli^t 
of  October,  1835,  held  on  the  very  spot  where  the  mob  of 
"gentlenjen  of  property  and  stajiding"  achieved  such  a  ruin- 
ous victory!  It  was  a  most  thrilling  occasion,  as  you  may 
readily  suppose,  and  full  of  heart-stirring'  reminiscences. 

Three  weeks  ago,  we  were  expecting  the  speedy  and  inevi- 
table departure  to  the  Spirit  Land  of  our  well-tried  and  noble 
friend  Francis  Jackson  — his  physician  havii^  oracularly 
pronounced  his  disease  incurable,  warranting  no  hope  of  his 
continuance  beyond  a  fortnight.  Now  we  are  rejoicing  that, 
almost  as  by  superhuman  power,  he  is  convalescent,  and  look- 
ing and  feehng  much  better  than  he  has  done  for  a  year  past! 
How  happy  will  he  be  to  take  yon  by  the  hand,  and  you  not  less 
so  to  reciprocate  congratulations ! 

Mrs.  Maria  W.  Chapman  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

[Weymouth,  Mass.,  Dec.  1, 1855.] 

Most  cordial  thanks  for  yotnr  kind  words  of  welcome.  I 
hoped  to  have  seen  you  on  Wednesday,  and  tried  hard ;  for  I 
had  a  message  and  paper  to  give  you  from  one  who  loves  you 
well — Harriet  Martineau.  My  sister  Mary  will  give  you  the 
paper.  It  was  copied  with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  her  extreme 
feebleness  at  the  time ;  and  under  that  sense  of  the  precarious 
tenure  by  which  she  has  her  life  at  this  time,  which  gives  to  it 
the  earnestness  and  impressiveness  of  a  dying  utterance,^ 

I  hope  Mrs.  Garrison  is  better  this  morning.  My  kindest  love 
to  her  and  all  your  family. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 
Fe^mont.—  1856. 

THE  election  of  N.  P.  Banks  to  the  S 
the  lower  house  of  Congress,  after  a  two  months' 
struggle,  over  a  Soath  Carolinian  slaveholder,  was,  in  Mr, 
Garrison's  hope,  "  the  first  gun  at  Lexington  of  the  new 
.   Eevolntion."    The  victory  of  the  Slave  Power  in  the  elec- 
ii*.25;ias.  tion  of  James  Buehanan  —  a  typical  Northern  doughface 
—  to  the  Presidency  in  November,  over  John  C.  Frfimont, 
with  three  parties  in  the  field  and  only  one  issue,  was  iu 
fact  the  Bunker  Hill  of  that  Revolution.     Between  these 
events,  of  the  first  political  importance,  oeeurred  the  beat- 
May  22,      ing  of  Charles  Sumner  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
'^25:'87.  '    of  ■tlie  United  States  by  the  nephew  of  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, a  Representative  from  South  Carolina,  Preston 
S.  Brooks.    The  speech  which  drew  down  upon  the  Massa- 
chusetts Senator  this   murderous  assault,  was  entitled 
"The  Crime  against  Kansas";  and  the  assault  itself  was 
merely  a  part  of  that  crime.    Jefferson  Davis,  Pierce's 
Lii.  26 :     Secretary  of  War,  wielding  all  the  power  of  the  Adminis- 
[30],  [is'j-   tration  in  support  of  the  pro-slavery  invaders  of  Kansas, 
Lii.  26:173.  publicly  approved  Brooks's  action.     Senator  Douglas,  the 
arch-coutriver  of  the  Kansas  iniquity,  witnessed  without 
i«.  26:91.    emotion  and  without  interfering  (" lest  his  motives  might 
"^*        be  misconstrued")  the  plying  of  the  dragoon  strokes 
Lii.  26: 87.    which  Brooks  had  learnt  in  the  Mexican  War ;  and  after- 
ij*.  26:107.  wards  took  the  stump  with  the  South  Carolinian  in  behalf 
of  Buchanan.  The  Southern  press  spoke  but  one  language. 
z«.  26:93.    The  Richmond  Enquirer  held,  as  to  Sumner's  treatment, 
that  it  was  the  right  discipline  for  him  and  the  other 
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"  vulgar  abolitionists  in  the  Senate,"  who  were  "  getting  chap.  xvi. 
above  themselves."    "  They  have  grown  sauey,  and  dare        ,^6. 
to  be  impudent  to  gentlemen.     .     ,     ,     They  have  been 
suffered  to  run  too  long  without  collars.    They  must  be 
lashed  into  submission.     .     .     .     They  will  soon  learn  to 
behave  themselves  like  decent  dogs,"    So  the  Muscogee 
(Ala.)  fferald  summed  up  "free  society"  as  "but  a  con-     Li^.26: 
glomeration  of  greasy  mechanics,  filthy  operatives,  small-       '^'*^'' 
fisted  farmers,  and  moon-struck  theorists,"  not  "  fitted  for 
well-bred  gentlemen.     .     .     .     This  is  your  free  society 
which  the  Northern  hordes  are  endeavoring  to  extend  into 
Kansas." 

How  the  love  of  Union  on  the  part  of  the  North  ever 
survived  soch  representative  expressions  of  contempt  and 
contumely  as  these,  must  always  remain  a  mystery.   The 
narrow  miss  which  the  Republican  Party  made  of  elect 
ing  Fremont  may  fairly  be  set  down  to  the  fear  of  dis- 
union, industriously  played  upon  by  men  who  meant   Lii.^o-.jj. 
what  they  said,  as  was  proved  four  years  later.     Toombs, 
and  Mason,  and  Rhett,  gave  fair  warning.    Brooks  reeom-     jji.  z&  -. 
mended  that  the  South  rise,  march  on  Washington,  and    ^''ts's^^' 
seize  the  archives  and  the  Treasury:  "We  should  antici-     Lib.z6: 
pate  them  [the  free  States],  and  force  them  to  attack  us."       '■^'*"' 
Henry  A.  Wise  wrote  with  utmost  accuracy  to  John  W. 
Forney :  "  Whether  the  present  state  of  peaceful  revolu-     lh.  26: 
tion,  of  warlike  brotherhood,  of  confederated  antagonisms,       ^'^^^^' 
of  shake-hand  enmity,  of  sectional  union,  of  imited  ene- 
mies,   shall  continue,  depends  precisely  upon  the  issue 
whether  Black  Republicanism  is  strong  enough  to  elect 
John  C.  Fremont,  with  all  the  demon  isms  at  his  heels." 
Even  Millard  Fillmore,  the  Know-Nothing  Presidential  Li*.  26:170, 
candidate,  had  the  frank  indecency  to  justify  secession  in 
the  event  referred  to.    If  all  this  was  set  down  as  bluster 
by  those  who  knew  the  value  of  the  Union  to  slavery,  the 
abolitionists  at  least  were  excusable,  as  being  the  only 
party  who  proposed  to  put  it  to  the  test  by  a  peaceable 
Northern  secession. 

The  Pierce  Administration  being  resolved  to  sink  or 
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Chap.  XVI,   swim  with  Border-Ruffian  supremacy  in    Kansas,   the 
lajs.        Territory  was  plunged  deeper  and  deeper  into  civil  war, 
with  the  United  States  troops  as  a  compUeating  factor  — 
Lib.  s6;  127,   dispersing  the  free-State  Legislature,  disarming  North- 
I7I.  I03'     gj^  immigrant  bodies  as  well  a^  attempting  to  exclude 
the  Southern  raiders,  and  assisting  in  the  execution  of 
"bogus"  writs.     Three  Southern  armies  spread  terror 
in  every  free-State  settlement,  especially  Lawrence,  whose 
Li*.  26;  87,    hotel  and  printing-office  were  battered  down  by  way  of 
nb?h:^.   judicial  abatement  as  nuisances,  and  Osawatomie,  which 
^'lia^iag^'   ^^^  Sacked.    Entrance  to  Kansas  by  the  Missouri  River 
[13s].  [147].   route  was  practically  closed,  and  even  the  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska frontiers  were  watched  and  picketed.     The  first 
Saniara's    frcc-State  reprisals  were  made  by  John  Brown  in  what 
"chapAx"'   his  latest  biographer  calls  the  " Pottawatomie  executions" 
May  as,     —  midnight  extirpation  with  the  sword,  in  true  Southern 
^  ^  *       fashion,  of  a  nest  of  har borers  of  Border  Ruffianism ;  and 
jtmrs.      the  capture  of  a  raiding  company  at  Black  Jaflk  Creek, 
sSio^^s    "the  first  regular  battle  fought  between  free-State  and 
"'"^^T^'   pro-slavery  men  in  Kansas." 

Wanton  bloodshed  in  that  Territory,  and   not  anti- 
slavery  principle,  wrought  the  North  to  the  pitch  of  resist- 
ance symbolized  by  the  vote  for  Fremont.    It  carried  the 
clergy  off  their  feet,  and  opened  their  chnrchea  to  meetings 
Lib.  =6: 51.    for  the  donation  of  Sharp's  rifles  for  Kansas —  Henry  Ward 
£/;.  36:51,    Beecher  and  Theodore  Parker  being  conspicuous  in  the 
promotion  of  this  object,  and  both  incurring  Mr.  Garri- 
Lib,  a5: 34,    son's  friendly  and  discriminating  censure.   To  the  former, 
^*.^:4^.    who  had  said,  "You  might  just  as  weUread  the  Bible  to 
D.R.Atch-  bufEaloes  as  to  those  fellows  who  follow  Atchison  and 
"strin^fii-    Stringfellow,"  he  rejoined : 

£i*.  26:42.  "  Is  it  not  to  be  sorely  pressed,  yea,  to  yield  the  whole  ground, 
to  represent  any  class  of  our  fellow-creatures  as  being  on  the 
same  level  with  wild  beasts!  To  such  a  desperate  shift  does 
the  slaveholder  resort,  to  screen  himself  from  condemnation. 
The  negroes,  he  avers,  are  an  inferior  race  —  a  eonneoting  hnfc 
between  men  and  monkeys  —  and  therefore  it  is  folly  to  talk  of 
giving  them  hberty  and  equal  rights. 
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"  For  our  own  part,  we  deeply  compassionate  the  miserable  Chap.  xvi. 
and  degraded  tools  of  the  slave  propagandists,  who  know  not  j^g 
what  they  do,  and  (as  Mr.  Beeeher  correotly  says)  are  '  raked 
together  from  the  purlieus  of  a  frontier  slave  8tat«,  dru^ed 
with  whiskey,  and  hounded  on  by  broken-down  and  desperate 
politicians.'  But  they  are  far  less  blameworthy  than  their 
em.ployers  aud  endorsers.  To  a  great  extent,  they  are  the 
victims  of  a  horribly  false  state  of  society  in  Missouri,  and  no 
doubt  fearfully  depraved ;  yet  they  are  not  beasts,  nor  to  be 
treated  as  beasts.  Convince  us  that  it  is  right  to  shoot  any- 
body, and  our  perplexity  would  be  to  know  where  to  begin — 
whom  first  to  despatch,  as  opportunity  might  offer.  We  shoald 
have  to  make  clean  work  of  the  President  and  his  Cabinet  — 
Douglas,  Atchison,  Strmgfellow,  Toombs,  Wise,  and  their  asso- 
ciates —  Doctors  Lord,  Adams,  Spring,  Fuller,  and  others  of  the 
same  cloth  —  Judges  Loring,  Kane,  Grier,  and  Slave  Commia- 
Moners  generally  —  the  conductors  of  such  papers  as  the  New 
York  Jottmal  of  Commerce,  Observer,  Express,  Herald,  and  the 
Satanic  press  universally.  These  are  the  inteUigent,  responsible, 
and  colossal  conspirators  against  the  Uberty,  peace,  happiness, 
and  safety  of  the  republic,  whose  guilt  cannot  easily  be  exag- 
gerated. Against  their  treasonable  course  our  moral  indigna- 
tion bums  Uke  fire,  though  we  wish  them  no  harm ;  only  we 
are  sure  that  they  are  utterly  without  excuse." 

"Mr.  Beeeher  says:  '  We  know  that  there  are  those  who  will    Lii.s6:sA. 
seofE  at  the  idea  of  holding  a  sword  or  a  rifle,  in  a  Christian 
state  of  mind.'    He  will  allow  us  to  shrink  from  such  an  idea 
without  scoffing.    We  know  not  where  to  look  for  Christianity 
if  not  to  its  founder ;  and,  taking  the  record  of  his  hf e  and  death, 
of  his  teaching  and  example,  we  can  discover  nothing  which 
even  remotely,  under  any  conceivable  circumstances,  justifies 
the  use  of  the  sword  or  rifle  on  the  part  of  his  followers ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  find  nothing  but  seK-sacriflce,  willing  martyrdom 
(if  need  be),  peace  and  good-will,  and  the  prohibition  of  all 
retaliatory  feelings,  enjoined  upon  all  who  would  be  his  dis- 
ciples.   Whenhesaid:  '  Fear  not  those  who  kiU  the  body,'  he    Lukst^-.^i. 
broke  every  deadly  weapon.     When  he  said  :  '  My  kingdom  is   John  la ;  36. 
not  of  this  world,  else  would  my  servants  flght  that  I  should  not 
be  delivered  to  the  Jews,'  he  plainly  prohibited  war  in  self- 
defence,  and  substituted  martyrdom  therefor.    When  he  said  : 
'  Love  your  enemies,'  he  did  not  mean, '  Kill  them  if  they  go  too    Luke  6 :  27, 
far.'    When  he  said,  while  expiring  on  the  cross:  'Father,   Lukesy.^. 
forgive  them }  for  they  know  not  what  they  do,'  he  did  not  treat 
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Chap.  XVI,   them  as  'a  herd  of  buffaloes,'  but  as  poor,  misguided,  and  lost 
jZ'g         men.    We  believe  in  hisphilosopliy ;  we  accept  his  instruelioii ; 
we  are  thrilled  by  his  example ;  we  rejoice  in  his  fidelity.    How 
James  % :  6.    touching  is  the  language  o£  James  I  —  '  Ye  have  condemned  and 
killed  THE  J0ST ;  and  fie  Aoth  mot  restsf  ;/om.'    And  how  melting 
Acis  8 :  32.    to  the  soul  is  the  declaration :  '  He  was  led  as  a  lamb  to  the 
^ffflw.  s:8.    slaughter'!    And  again:  '  God  commendeth  his  love  towards  ua 
in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.' 1    .    .    . 
"  What  are  the  facts  respecting  Kansas  %    Briefly  these  : 
'  Squatter  Sovereignty '  has  turned  out  to  be  repeated  invasions 
of  the  Territory  by  armed  bandits  from  Missouri,  who  have 
successfully  made  it  a  conquered  province,  manufactured  a 
Territorial  Government,  enacted  a  code  of  laws  worthy  of 
pandemonium,  and  trampled  the  civil  and  political  rights  of 
the  bona-fide  settlers  under  their  feet;  and  for  one  sole  object  — 
to  make  Kansas  a  slave  State.    Hence  the  appeal,  in  self- 
defence,  to  the  people  of  the  free  States  for  men,  money,  and 
arms;  hence  the  justification  for  the  employment  of  Sharp's 
rifles  against  the  'border  rnffians,'    It  is  said  to  be  a  struggle 
for  liberty  j  and  earnest  appeals  are  made  to  the  hearts  and  the 
pockets  of  all  who  desire  to  see  liberty  victorious. 

"  We  bum  with  indignation  at  the  insults  and  outrages  to 
which  the  settlers  have  thus  been  subjected,  and  acfenowle^e 
their  positjon  to  be  a  most  perilous  and  trying  one.  Butwe  deny, 
in  the  flrst  place,  that  they  are  acting  upon  principle,  or  con- 
t«nding  for  equal  rights.     They  resent  as  a  foul  slander  the 

1  TMs  New  Testament  argument,  met  with  unsigned,  would  prohably  in 
no  quarter  of  Christendom  suggest  anything  hut  a  Christian  origin.  Bat 
in  this  very  year  a  book  reviewer  was  allowed,  in  (he  N.  Y.  Independent  of 
Jan.  3, 1856,  t«  say :  "Of  the  converts  to  Spiritualism  whose  previous  behef 
ia  mflntioned  in  this  book,  almost  all  of  them  were  infidels,  and  some  of 
them,  like  Ctarrison  and  Robert  Owen,  of  a  moat  degraded  class  "  (Lib.  26  ; 
23,  51).  Joshua  Learitt,  D.  D.,  was  at  this  time  tije  ofSce  editor  of  the 
Independent,  which,  for  the  reat,  had  an  honorable  distinction  among  the 
reli^ous  press  Cor  its  viewa  on  slavery.  The  editorial  board  consisted  of 
Joseph  F.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  Leonard  Bacon,  D,  D,,  and  Richard  S.  Storrs, 
D.  D.  Henry  Ward  Beeoher  was  the  most  prominent  contributor.  In  the 
uomT^e  of  the  summer  Dr.  Bacon,  addressing  an  Evangelical  Assoeiation, 
professed  his  antipathy  to  political  preaching.  "  For  example,  he  did  not 
believe  In  introducing  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  into 
the  pulpit,  or  the  name  of  the  Senator  from  niinois  (Douglas].  (Laughter. ) 
He  rarely  spoke  of  the  DotH  in  the  pulpit  (laughter),  and  nnver  of  Mr. 
Garriaan.  (Great  laughter,)"  "  Dr.  Bacon,"  commented  the  target  of  this 
clerical  facetiousness,  "  is  diabolically  amiableaudconBiderftte  towards  us" 
(Uh.  26 :  118). 
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chftrge  of  being  abolitionists ;  tliey  proclaim  a  truce  on  tbeir  Chap,  xvt, 
part  ■with,  slavery  where  it  now  exists ;  they  are  pro-slavery  in  jZ'g 
spirit  and  position,  in  regard  to  the  millions  who  are  grinding 
in  the  Southern  house  of  bondage ;  they  have  meanly  and 
wickedly  proscribed  every  man  of  color,  and  made  it  illegal  for 
him  to  be  a  resident  in  the  Territory;  tiiey  do  not  object  to 
slave-hunting  on  their  soil,  but  recognize  it  as  a  constitutional 
obligation  which  they  have  no  disposition  to  annul ;  they  go  for 
all  the  pro-slavery  compromises  of  the  American  Constitution ; 
they  are  contending  for  their  own  rights  as  white  men,  not  for  the 
i^hte  of  all,  without  distinction  of  caste  or  color ;  they  have 
pursued  a  shufSing  and  compromising  policy  throughout ;  they 
have  consented  to  make  the  existence  of  liberty  or  slavery  in 
the  Territory  dependent  upon  the  wiU  of  the  majority,  fairly 
expressed,  and  to  abide  iy  the  result.  The  retribution  now 
meted  out  to  them  is  divinely  ordered ;  having  sown  the  wind, 
they  are  reaping  the  whirlwind.  It  is  for  theni  to  say  to 
one  another,  as  did  the  treacherous  brethren  of  Joseph :  '  We 
are  verily  guilty  coneernii^  our  brother,  in  that  we  saw  the 
anguish  of  his  soul  when  he  besought  us,  and  we  would  not 
hear ;  therefore  is  this  distress  come  upon  us,'  And  while  they 
are  yet  standing,  in  common  with  the  great  body  of  the 
American  people,  with  tiieir  feet  upon  the  necks  of  four  millions 
of  chattel  slaves, — and  while,  to  propitiate  the  pro-slavery  spirit, 
they  have  banished  from  their  presence  all  free  colored  emi- 
grants, at  the  very  time  they  are  complaining  of  having  their 
own  rights  wrested  from  them,^with  what  face  can  they  ask 
for  the  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  those  who  are  battling  for 
the  cause  of  freedom  on  a  world-wide  basis  ?  '  Let  the  dead 
bury  their  dead.' 

"Again  —  if  such  men  are  deserving  of  generous  sympathy, 
and  ought  to  be  supplied  with  arms,  are  not  the  crushed  and 
bleeding  slaves  at  the  South  a  million  times  more  deserving  of 
pity  and  succor?  Why  not,  first  of  all,  take  measures  to  fur- 
nish them  with  Sharp's  rifles?  Their  wrongs  are  beyond 
description ;  in  comparison  with  which,  those  of  the  people  of 
Kansas  are  utterly  ins^ificaut.  Why  strain  at  a  gnat,  and 
swallow  a  camel  ?  If  every  '  border  ruffian '  invading  Kansas 
deserves  to  be  shot,  much  more  does  every  slaveholder,  by  the 
same  rule ;  for  the  former  is  gmlty  only  of  attempting  political 
subjection  to  his  wDl,  while  the  latter  is  the  destroyer  of  all 
human  rights,  and  there  is  none  to  deliver.  Who  will  go  for 
arming  our  slave  population  ?  " 
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Chap.  XVI.       The  answer  to  this  question  would  presently  come  from 

1B56.        Kansas  itself  (from  John  Brown,  namely)  with  the  aid  of 

Gerrit  Smith,  who  had  got  bravely  back  np  the  "  dam  of 

Ante.if.iir,  non-resistance"  which  he  wa^  once  carried  over.  He  was 
now  even  more  prominent  than  Beecber  and  Parker  in 
bestowing  and  soliciting  arms  for  Kansas;  and,  from  a 
Revolutionary  standpoint,  nothing  could  be  better  than 
his  remarks,  full  of  insight,  at  a  Kansas  convention  in 
Buffalo,  July  10, 1856: 

s  relying  largely  on  political  action,  and 
especially  on  the  nest  election,  to  save  Kansas.  Unhappy  reli- 
ance !  I  speak  dehberately  when  I  say,  that  nothing  so  mncli 
as  this  reliance  is  now  in  the  way  of  the  deliverance  of  Kansas. 
Yon  are  looking  to  ballots  when  you  should  be  looking  to  bayo- 
nets ;  counting  up  voters  when  you  should  be  mustering  armed, 
and  none  but  armed,  emigrants ;  electioneering  for  candidates 
for  civil  rulers  when  you  should  be  enquiring  for  military  rulers. 
AU  the  time  that  you  are  making  this  mistake,  slavery  is  fortify- 
ing itself  in  Kansas,  and  weakening  and  espelling  liberty.  .  .  . 
There  was  a  time  when  slavery  could  have  been  ended  by 
poUtical  action.  But  that  time  has  gone  by  —  and,  as  I  appre- 
hend, forever.  There  was  not  virtue  enough  in  the  American 
people  to  bring  slavery  to  a  bloodless  termination ;  and  all  that 
now  remains  for  them  is  to  bring  it  to  a  bloody  one.  No  man 
has  called  longer  than  I  have  on  the  American  people  to  vote 
slavery  to  death.  For  many  years,  however,  I  have  well-nigh 
despaired  of  their  doing  so,  and  for  the  last  month  or  two  I  have 
entirely  despaired  of  iL  .  .  . 
iii. 36;i26.  "No,  the  American  people  have  never  proposed  to  vote 
slavery  to  death,  and  they  do  not  now  propose  to  do  so.  The 
only  question  that  remains  is,  whether  they  are  prepared  to  put 
it  to  death  by  violence.  They  think  that  they  are  not.  But  I 
think  that  they  are.  I  admit  that  they  are  not  in  purpose. 
Nevertheless,  I  think  that  they  are  in  effect,  for  I  trust  that 
they  are  ready  to  put  it  to  a  violent  death  in  Kansas  — 
and  in  that  death  wUl  be  involved  the  whole  of  American 
slavery.    .    .    , 

"  But  why  do  I  conclude  that  the  North  will  put  slavery  in 
Kansas  to  a  violent  death  ?  Because  I  am  certain  that  the 
South  will  persevere  in  fighting  for  Kansas,  and  that  the  North 
wiU  do  so  too.    If  all  manhood  has  not  departed  from  us,  we  will 
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not  consent  to  ]eave  onr  Kansas  brethren  to  be  butchered.    If  Chap.  XVI. 
all  love  of  freedom  tas  not  departed  from  us,  we  will  not  leave        ,^g 
them  to  be  eureed  with  slavery.    And,  I  add,  if  the  North  but 
resolves  to  conquer,  it  will  conquer.     .     .    . 

"  And  why,  too,  do  I  conclude  that  a  death-struggle  between 
liberty  and  slavery  in  Kansas  will  be  a  death-struggle  between 
these  powers  in  all  tie  land  I  Because  I  am  certain  that  the 
South  wiU  never  give  up  Kansas  nntU  compelled  to  ^ve  up  aU 
slavery.     She  will  fight  for  it  to  the  last.     .    .    . 

"  With  no  delight  do  I  look  upon  these  scenes  of  blood  that 
seem  to  me  so  certain  and  so  near.  All  the  horrors  of  war  are 
to  my  heart  emphaticaUy  horrors.  Let  us  all  be  Slled  with 
sincere  and  pious  regret  at  the  wretched  circumstances  into 
which  our  preeminently  guUty  country  is  brought.  I  say  oiur 
guilty  country— for  I  mean  the  North  as  well  as  the  South. 
If  the  South  has  sinned  fearfully  in  keeping  alive  and  extend- 
ing the  system  of  slavery,  no  less  fearfully  has  the  North  sinned 
in  refusing  to  kill  the  bloody  and  infernal  system  at  the  ballot- 
box.  For  the  civil  war  that  has  already  broken  out  in  this 
land,  I  hold  the  North  and  the  South  equally  responsible." 

Mr.  Garrison  entertained  no  illusions  about  the  efficacy 
of  ballot-boxes  or  bayonets  without  a  public  sentiment 
behind  them.  He  held  to  the  simple  Christian  and  humane 
remedy  which  consisted  solely  in  breaking  np  the  unholy 
partnership  that  ensured  the  nationaJ  support  of  slavery. 
Here  are  his  resolutions  offered  at  the  New  England 
Anti-Slavery  Convention  on  May  27,  1856 ; 

"10.  Kesolved,  That  we  deplore  the  moral  blindness  and  Li6.26:8^. 
inconsistency  of  those  who  are  seeking  to  transform  the  anti- 
slavery  cause  into  a  mere  territorial  struggle,  in  accordance 
with  the  Missouri  Compromise — making  it  no  longer  a  question 
as  to  the  liberation  of  four  millions  of  imbruted  slaves  at  the 
South,  but  only  one  of  latitude  and  longitude  — feaang  it  on  a 
corrupt  bai^ain,  and  not  on  the  rights  of  man — sacrificing  one 
race  for  the  benefit  of  another — and  consenting  to  the  consti- 
tutional protection  of  slavery  in  fifteen  States  of  the  "Union 
where  it  now  exists,  and  to  the  outlawry  of  the  fugitive  slave 
in  every  section  of  the  land. 

"  11,  Eesolved,  That  slavery  in  a  Territory  is  no  worse  a  crime 
than  slavery  in  a  State ;  that  Kansas  is  no  more  entitled  to 
freedom  than  Carolina  j  and  while  we  yield  to  none  in  zeal  and 
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Chap.  XVi.  effort  to  prevent  the  extension  of  that  most  hideous  system,  and 
[^  appreciate  at  its  true  value  whatever  is  said  or  done  to  baffle 
the  designs  of  the  Slave  Power  in  regard  to  future  territorial 
acquisitions,  we  declare  every  other  issue  to  be  deceptive  and 
futile  except  that  of  the  hberation  of  every  slave,  and  the 
separation  of  the  North  from  the  South  as  a  moral  and  rehg- 
ious  duty,  and  as  a  sure  method  of  effecting  the  speedy  downfall 
of  slavery  universally. 

"  12.  Resolved,  That  the  successive  invasions  of  Kansas  by 
the  Missouri  bandits — their  seizure  of  the  ballot-bos,  and 
usurpation  of  governmental  authority  —  their  horrible  enact- 
ments in  regard  to  slavery,  surpassing  in  murderous  atrocity 
any  code  yet  devised  by  human  diabolism^ their  numberless 
crimes  and  bloody  outrages  upon  the  persona  of  the  free  settlers 
of  that  Territory,  victim  after  victim  having  been  assassinated 
with  impimity  — their  introduction  and  establishment  of  chattel 
slavery,  at  the  point  of  the  bowie-knife  and  revolver — the 
extensive  cooperation  given  them  by  the  Southern  States,  and 
now  by  the  army  of  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the  President 
and  his  Cabinet,  to  the  utter  overthrow  of  all  natural  and  legal 
rights,  and  the  extinction  of  all  the  hopes  of  freedom  ^  consti- 
tute '  an  assemblage  of  horrors '  which  no  pencil  can  portiay  and 
no  language  express,  and  in  comparison  with  which  the  griev- 
ances suffered  by  our  Eevolutionary  fathers  are  as  dust  in  the 
balance.     .     .     . 

"18.  Resolved,  That  a  delegated  Convention  of  the  free 
States  should  be  held  at  as  early  a  period  and  at  a  point  as 
central  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to 
effect  a  peaceable  withdrawal  from  an  aUiance  which  an  experi- 
ence of  more  than  three-score  years  has  demonstrated  to  be  as 
impracticable  as  it  has  been  disastrous  to  genuine  republican- 
ism and  a  pure  Christianity. 

"  19.  Resolved,  That,  to  secure  this  desirable  object,  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  is 
hereby  respectfully  requested  to  appoint  committees  of  corre- 
spondence and  vigilance  in  the  several  free  States,  who  shall  be 
duly  empowered  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  to  secure 
a  full  representation  in  the  Convention  aforesaid." 

The  narrowing  of  the  issue  by  the  Republican  Party,  as 
described  in  the  first  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  was  the 
natural  result  of  a  purely  defensive  policy.  Like  Demos- 
thenes's  unskilful  boxer,  the  party  covered  the  place  last 
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hit,  exposiug  the  rest  of  its  body  to  fresh  blows.     Hence, 
uot  a  word  in  its  platform  aboat  the  repeal  of  the  Fugi-     lh.  =6: 
tive  Slave  Law,  or  urging  abolition  in  the  District  of      ^'^'^  ' 
Columbia,  «^a»«s(  which,  by  the  way,  Fremont,  during  his  z.i*.  26:114, 
brief  Senatorial  career,  had  twice  voted.     Kansas  was  the      '''*'■'■ 
sole  vital  issue  put  forward.    "  The  tone  of  the  Republican        ms. 
Party,"  wrote  Mr.  Garrison  to  S.  J.  May,  on  March  21, 
1856,  "  is  beeoming  more  and  more  feeble  and  indefinite, 
in  order  to  secure  a  large  vote  in  the  approaching  Presi- 
dential struggle.    At  Pittsburg,!  t^ey  resolved  to  vote  for 
the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  free  State  ! 
Wonderful !     '  Put  not  your  faith  in ' —  politicians ! " 

His  cherished  correspondent,  like  many  another  aboli-  ii*.  =6:122, 
tionist,  was  swept  away  by  the  hope  of  political  success  ^'^■'^^'  '^^^^ 
into  ardent  support  of  Fremont;   and  such   examples 
encouraged  the  Democrats  in  their  policy  of  identifying 
the  Republicans  with  the  disunion  abolitionists.    Howell  ' 
Cobb  of  Georgia,  addressing  a  Democratic  meeting  at 
Portland,  Me.,  on  August  6,  charged  the  Republicans  that 
"the  only  difference  between  you  and  Garrison  is  —  he  ££,5.26:133. 
goes  at  the  question  boldly,  like  a  man,  and  you  are  sneak- 
ing around  it.     Garrison  says  your  Constitution  protects 
slavery,  and  he  is  against  the  Constitution.    Well,  I  admit 
that  he  is  foolish,  but,  at  the  same  time,  you  are  obliged 
to  admit  that  he  is  bolder  and  honester  than  you  are." 
The  editor  of  the  lAherator  was  beset  with  inquiries  as  to      ub.  26: 
his  attitude  towards  the  Republican  Party,  often  from    ^'^^^' ' 
members  of  it  who  hoped  he  would  disavow  it,  in  order 
that  the  party  might  disavow  him.    His  replies  left  no 
room  for  ambiguity.     In  a  long  article,  reviewing  the 
duty  of  abolitionists  under  the  temptation  to  which  Mr, 
May  had  succumbed,  he  held  them  to  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  disunion  position,  with  this  admission : 
"  As  against  Buchanan  and  Fillmore,  it  seems  to  us,  the 
sympathies  and  best  wishes  of  every  enlightened  friend  of 
freedom  must  be  on  the  side  of  Fremont ;  so  that  if  there 
ray  for  tlint  at  Phila- 
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Chap.  xvi.  were  no  moral  barrier  to  our  voting,  and  we  had  a  million 
1856.        votes  to  bestow,  we  should  east  them  all  for  the  Repub- 
lican candidate,"    Keturning  to  the  subject  in  a  later  issue, 
he  said : 

i»*.a6:i66;  "What,  then,  is  OUT  duty  as  abolitionists  in  the  present  crisis? 
^^;J^-  "  First  —  what  it  is  not. 
Oa.  25, '  "  It  is  not  to  abandon  our  prineiplea,  for  they  are  immutable 
1856,  p.  a.  j^Q^  eternal.  It  is  not  fo  lessen  our  demands,  for  they  are  just 
and  right.  It  is  not  to  lose  sight  of,  or  postpone  to  a  more 
favorable  period,  the  glorious  object  we  have  ever  had  in  view, 
—  to  wit,  the  total  and  immediate  extinction  of  slavery, — for 
this  would  be  fatuity.  It  is  not  \o  substitute  the  non-exteuaon 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  for  this  would  be  to  wrestle  with  an 
effect,  while  leaving  the  cause  untouched  —  to  seek  to  avert  the 
penalty  of  sin,  while  allowing  the  sin  itself  to  go  unrepented  of. 
It  is  not  to  lower  our  standard  in  order  to  propitiate  the  time- 
serving and  cowardly  or  to  carry  any  measure  however  desir- 
able, for  this  would  be  certain  defeat.  It  is  not  to  concentrate 
our  forces  upon  any  geographical  or  side  issue  with  the  Slave 
Power,  for  this  would  be  a  fatal  diversion.  It  is  not  to  plead 
for  the  white  laborer  to  the  forgetfulnesa  of  the  black  laborer, 
nor  to  concern  ourselves  exclusively  with  consecrating  to  free- 
dom any  particular  portion  of  the  American  soil,  for  om:s  is 
neither  a  complexional  nor  a  sectional  movement.  Tt  is  not 
to  act  upon  the  Jesuitical  maxim,  that  the  end  sanctifies  the 
means,  for  this  is  the  all- corrupting  sin  in  every  part  of  this 
rebelhous  world.  It  is  not  to  seek  what  is  most  available  for 
the  hour,  or  temporary  success  ujKin  a  false  basis,  for  this  is  to 
rely  upon  numbers,  and  not  upon  God  —  upon  policy,  and  not 
upon  principle. 

"Our  duty  is  first  personal,  in  regard  to  ourselves.  "We  are 
to  see  to  it  that  we  mate  no  truce  with  slavery,  either  directly 
or  by  implication ;  that  we  give  to  it  no  rehgious  or  political 
sanction,  tn  any  form  or  to  any  extent;  that  our  hands  are 
clean,  and  om:  consciences  without  condemnation ;  that  we 
'  remember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as  being  bound  with  them.' 

"  This  duty  performed,  our  next  is  to  call  to  repentance  our 
guilty  land;  to  impeach,  criticize,  admonish,  entreat,  rebuke 
every  sect,  every  party,  every  person,  in  alliance  or  sympathy 
with  the  oppressors,  or  indifEerent  to  the  claims  of  the  perish- 
ing bondmen ;  to  reject  all  half-way  measures,  while  hailing 
with  gladness  the  smallest  indications  of  progress;  to  be  as 
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inesoraWe  aa  justice,  as  contumaeioiis  as  truth,  as  imbending   Chap.  XVi, 
as  the  pillars  of  the  universe ;  to  '  put  on  the  whole  armor  of        ^^5 
God,  and,  having  done  aU,  TO  STAND.' 

"  Where,  then,  is  onr  proper  place  in  the  pohtieal  struggle 
which  is  now  convulsing  the  nation,  and  eseiting  an  unparal- 
leled anxiety  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  ? 

"  Surely,  not  with  the  Democratic  Party — beyond  all  question, 
the  most  corrupt,  the  most  shameless,  the  most  abandoned,  and 
the  most  desperate  party  in  existence.    .    .    . 

"  As  for  the  American  Party,  it  is  based  upon  prosoription, 
and  thoroughly  pro-slavery.     .    ,    . 

"  Where  stands  the  Republican  Party,  and  to  what  extent  is 
it  deserving  of  commendation  or  censure  1 

"1.  Unquestionably,  it  embodies  the  whole  poUMeal  anti- 
slavery  strength  of  the  country— the  legitimate  product  of  the 
moral  agitation  o£  the  sabject  of  slavery  for  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century  j  for  it  is  not  coQCeivable  that  any  voter,  desirous  of 
frustrating  the  aim  of  the  Slave  Power  at  universal  dominion, 
win  bestow  his  suffrage  upon  either  Buchanan  or  Fillmore.  In 
general  intelligence,  virtuous  character,  humane  sentiment,  and 
patriotic  feeling  —  as  well  as  in  the  object  it  is  seeking  to  accom- 
plish—  it  is  incomparably  better  than  the  other  rival  parties; 
and  its  success,  as  against  ihme  parties,  wiU  be  a  cheering  sign  of 
the  times. 

"  2.  It  is  sincerely,  strenuously,  and  against  the  combined 
forces  of  the  slave  ol^archy  wielded  with  diabolical  mahgnity, 
endeavoring  to  prevent  the  vast  territories  of  the  West  from 
becoming  a  slaveholding  empire,  divided  into  manifold  slave 
States  J  and  to  this  extent  it  is  favorable  to  the  cause  of  freedom. 

"3.  It  is  allowed  no  foothold  at  the  South,  but  is  every- 
where furiously  ostracized,  so  that  no  meeting  can  be  safely 
held  to  advocate  its  claims,  no  electoral  ticket  favorable  to  the 
election  of  its  candidates  can  be  formed,  no  slaveholder,  even, 
can  declare  his  adhesion  to  it  without  imperilliug  his  life ;  and 
every  vial  of  slaveholding  wrath  is  poured  out  upon  it,  and 
upon  all  who  are  identified  with  it,  notwithstanding  its  con- 
stant disavowal  of  all  wish  or  intention  to  interfere  with  slavery 
where  it  now  exists.i 

1  Witney  the  cutting  down  of  a  Republican  ttagpole  in  Portamoath,  Va, 
fXiS.  26  ;  171),  and  tlie  charge  of  Judge  George  W.  Thompson,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  same  State,  to  the  Grand  Juiy.  that  support  of  the 
"  Black  Bepublican  "  ticket  would  betrBaaoo  to  Virginia  ("iii.  26;  166, 17B). 
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AP.  XVI.  "4.  It  divides  tlie  nation  by  a  geographical  line,  bat  without 
j^5  any  sectional  feeling  on  its  own  part ;  tliis  division  being  caused 
solely  by  its  just  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  North  against 
the  daring  invasions  of  the  Slave  Power,  which  is  determined 
to  '  crush  out '  every  sentiment  of  freedom  in  the  land,  and  to 
punish  opposition  to  its  monstrous  designs  as  summarily  in 
Massaehusetts  as  in  Virginia  or  Alabama. 

"5.  It  helps  to  disseminate  no  small  amount  of  light  and 
kaowledge  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  workings  of  the  slave 
system,  being  necessitated  to  do  this  to  maintain  its  position ; 
and  thus,  for  the  time  being,  it  is  moulding  public  sentiment  in 
the  right  direction,  though  with  no  purpose  to  aid  us  in  the 
specific  wort  we  are  striving  to  accomplish  —  namely,  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout 
the  land. 

"  AH  this  may  be  fairly  set  down  to  the  credit  of  the  Eepub- 
lican  Party ;  and  it  is  a  wise  apostoUc  injunction  to  give  '  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.'  Let  us  be  clear  in  our  discrimination, 
and  just  in  our  award,  without  yielding  one  jot  or  tittle  of 
principle,  or  moving  a  hair's-breadth  from  the  path  of  duty." 
In  disregard  of  this  consistent  attitude,  maintained  at 

ii.^-.s.  a  loss  to  the  editor's  subscription-list,  Horace  Greeley 
made  no  scruple,  in  his  N,  Y.  Tribune,  of  pronouncing  the 

i.s6:ifa.  Liberator  "especially  hostile  to  Fremont  and  the  Repub- 
lican Party" ;  and  his  timidity  at  last  prompted  him  to 
commit  Mr.  Garrison  in  the  most  tangible  manner.^ 


Sorace  Greelei)  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 


La.  aS;  174. 


New  York,  Oct.  29, 1856. 
Dear  SiE;  The  'Pewnsijlvanian  publishes  eonspiouously  from 
day  to  day  the  following : — 

"HORACE   GREELEY'S  HONESTy. 

"  '  We  hold  ihst  hoceaty  in  politics,  as  in  everything  else,  is  the  best 

policy.    We  do  not  believe  f^sehood  is  stronger  than  truth.' — Bonme 

1  "One  of  the  keenest  lolibying  members  ot  the  Fremont  Party  came 
home  fTom  PenDsylvanis,  before  election,  iind  asked  me  to  urge  Mr.  Sarri- 
80n  to  write  an  arttcle  ttgainat  Pr&nont  as  bitter  as  he  could  make  it.  '  It 
will  be  worth  a  tbousaud  votes  to  him  [Fremont],'  said  he^  'I  know  the 
very  districts  where  he  will  gain  as  many ' "  (Wendell  Phillips,  in  speech  at 
Worcester,  Jan,  15,  1857 ;  L0>.  27 ;  32). 
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"  'The  Gamaoiiiaii  abolitionists  tionoJ  support  Frfimont;  on  tte  contrary, 
they  will  neither  TOte  for  him  nor  advise  others  to  do  so.' — Soraee  Greeley. 

"  'Now,  this  is  a/afee  imputation.  We  liove  ntver  eviKced  aiif  such  pref- 
erettee,  in  prbiate  or  in  puiMc,  in  sptech  or  in  Kriting  ,-  on  (fte  contrary,  we 


Buchanan  or  Fillmore,  and    this    is   i 

"  ciypHA  ABOiJTioNiaTS."  ' — Wm.  Lloyd  Garrisotu 

"  'If  we  had  a  MILLION  of  votes  tobe  stow,  «e  should  cast  them  all  for 
the  Republican  candidate.' — W»i.  Jjloyd  Sarrison." 

Will  you  please  state  in  reply  whether  the  above  fairly  rep- 
resents your  views,  and  whether  you  will  personally  vote,  and 
advise  those  who  agree  with  you  to  vote,  for  Col.  Fr4inont  1 

Horace  Greeley. 
W.  Lloyd  Garbibon,  Esq, 

The  answer  through  the  Liberator  was  immediate  and 
unequivoeal : 

"  To  these  inquiries,"  said  the  editor,  "  we  shall  make  cate-  Lit.  26 ;  174, 
goricat  replies.  1.  Personally,  we  shall  not  vote  for  Fremont. 
2.  We  do  not  advise  those  who  agree  with  us  to  vote  for  him, 
because  he  goes  for  perpetuating  '  the  Union  as  it  is  ' —  we  for 
its  immediate  dissolution  as  '  a  covenant  with  death.'  3.  The 
language  attributed  tons  by  such  lying  jonmalsas  ihePmnsyl- 
vanian  and  the  Boston  Post,  being  torn  from  its  connection  and 
basely  garbled,  does  not  truly  represent  our  views.  We  said  : 
'If  there  were  no  moral  barrier  to  our  voting'  (but  there  is),  and 
we  had  a  million  of  votes  to  bestow,  we  shoiild  oast  them  aB  for 
Fremont, '  as  against  Buchanan  and  Fillmore ' —  not  because  he 
is  an  abolitionist  or  a  disuuionist  (for  he  is  neither,  any  more 
than  was  Washington,  Jefferson,  Webster,  Clay,  or  Jaclcson, 
occupying  precisely  their  ground),  but  because  he  is  for  the 
non-extension  of  slavery,  in  common  with  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  whose  attachment  to  the  Union  amounts 
to  idolatry. 

"  Well,  the  Presidential  struggle  will  terminate  on  Tuesday      Nov.  4, 
next,  with  all  its  foi^eries,  tricks,  shams,  lies,  and  slanders.        '  5°- 
Laus  Beo !    Whatever  may  be  the  result,  upon  our  banner  will 
still  be  inscribed  in  ineffaceable  characters  the  motto :  '  NO 
UNION  WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS!'" 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

The  Disunion  Convention. — 1857. 

"1HE  opening  number  of  the  twenty-seventh  volume  of 
the  Liberator  contained  two  notices,  significant  in 
themselves,  butmoreparticularlyfrom  their  juxtaposition. 
The  one  appointed  a  festival  at  Faoeuil  HaU  on  January 
2, 1857,  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversaiy  of  the 
Anii.i::i7g.  founding  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society  in 
Belknap-Street  Church ;  the  other,  a  State  Disunion  Con- 
vention to  be  held  at  "Worcester,  Mass.,  on  January  15- 

Two  only  of  the  twelve  founders  of  the  anti-slavery 

organization  were  visible  at  the  festival  —  Mr.  Garrison, 

who  (with  Edmund  Quiney's  aid)  presided,  and  Oliver 

Johnson  among  the  speakers.     Two,  if  not  four,  were 

Lib.a-j-.^.    numbered  with  the  dead,  as  Joshua  Coffin  recorded  in  a 

Lib.zT.i.    letter  to  the  festival.    Arnold  Buffum  regretfully  offered 

his  old  age  and  his  infirmities  and  distance  from  the  scene 

as  an  excuse  for  non-attendance.     Moses  Thacher  wrote 

Lii.^wo.    that  he  had  in  his  possession  the  original  draft  of  the 

^Bfa,  1:281.   Address  which  he  was  commissioned  to  prepare  for  the 

new-bom  Society.     Samuel  J.  May,  as  he  had  been  com- 

Ante,i:Q.-]^.  pelled in  1831  to  leave  Boston  before  the  agreement  to 

Liii.eT.s.    form  a  society  was  reached,  so  now  was  drawn  homeward 

from  the  same  city  on  the  very  eve  of  the  festival.    His 

Anua-.^Ti.   cousin,  Samuel  E.  Sewall,  who,  like  himself,  participated 

in  the  first  counsels  from  which  the  Society  sprung,  and 

A/iie,i:323.   whose  importance   to  the  anti-slavery  agitation   in  its 

infancy  could  hardly  be  overestimated,  took  his  place 

upon  the  platform  as  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the 

festival. 
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"  TJie  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  America  whicli  was  Lib.3.T.6 
opened  tweuty-flve  years  ago  by  the  organization  of  the 
NewEngland  Anti-Slavery  Society — may  it  soon  be  closed 
with  the  recoi-d  of  the  aecomphshment  of  its  object,  the 
complete,  peacefnl,  unconditional  abolition  of  American 
slavery."  To  this  toast,  proposed  by  Quincy,  Mr.  Garri- 
son responded  in  an  historical  retrospect,  mingled  with  Lib-xj-.e 
tributes  to  his  departed  eo-laborers,  whether  steadfast  or 
alienated.  Had  the  division  in  the  anti-slavery  ranis  in 
1840  not  taken  place,  he  thought  emancipation  might 
already  have  been  achieved.  T.  "W.  Higginson  thanked 
the  abolitionists  of  Massachusetts,  "not  alone  that  they  Lib.sT.q 
first  told  the  secret  of  slavery,  twenty-five  years  ago, 
to  the  astonished  nation,  but  that  they  have  told  another 
secret,  more  recently,  more  daringly,  to  a  nation  yet  more 
astonished  —  told  the  secret  of  anti-slavery,  and  told  it  in 
one  word  —  Disunion ! "  "As  God  is  in  heaven,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  our  destiny  and  our  duty  are  to  be  found  there.  It 
is  our  only  hope."  With  the  thought  of  Kansas  weighing 
heavily  on  his  mind,  he  concluded  his  remarks  by  saying: 
"  To-morrow  may  call  us  to  some  work  so  stern  that  the 
joysofthisevening  will  seem  yearsaway.  To-morrow  may 
make  this  evening  only  the  'sound  of  revelry  by  night' 
before  Waterloo,"  Theodore  Parker,  sending  a  letter  in  lu.nr.z 
lieu  of  a  speech,  was  likewise  in  no  "  festal  mood."  He 
found  "  the  Republican  Party  in  Congress  which  carried 
eleven  of  the  States  at  the  last  election,  apologizing,  and  c/s?:^ 
'  defining  its  position,'  declaring  it  is  '  not  an  abolition 
party,'  'not  an  anti-slavery  party,'  'not  even  hostile  to  the 
extension  of  bondage,'  '  only  opposed  to  spreading  it  into 
Kansas,'  but  'never  intending  to  interfere  with  slavery  in 
the  States,'  and '  does  not  propose  to  discuss  the  relation 
between  master  and  slave,'  or  '  the  right  to  hold  property 
in  man.' "  "  Twenty-five  years  ago,"  he  said,  "  I  thought 
this  terrible  battle  might  be  fought  with  the  pen,  and 
our  victories  written  only  in  ink.  Now,  it  seems  quite 
otherwise.  .  ,  .  Absent  in  body,  I  send  you  a  word 
as  a  sentiment  for  the  festivity :    The  triumph  of  Free- 

Vol.  III.— 29 
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dom  in  America  —  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we 
must." 

The  call  for  a  State  Convention  "  to  consider  the  prac- 
ticability, probability,  and  expediency  of  a  separation 
between  the  Free  and  Slave  States,  and  to  take  such  other 
mea^nres  as  the  condition  of  the  times  may  require,"  was 
issued  by  citizens  of  Worcester,  with  T.  W,  Higginson 
and  Thomas  Earle  at  their  head  — 

"  Believing  the  result  of  the  recent  Presidential  election  to 
involve  four  years  more  of  pro-slavery  gOTernmect,  and  a  rapid 
increase  in  the  hostihty  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Union ; 

"Believing  this  hostihty  to  be  the  offspring,  not  of  party 
excitement,  but  of  a  fundamental  difference  in  education,  habits, 
and  laws ; 

"Believing  the  existing  TJniou  to  be  a  failure,  as  being  a  hope- 
less attempt  to  unite  under  one  government  two  antagonistic 
systems  of  society,  which  divei^  more  widely  with  every  year ; 

"  And  believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  iuteUigent  and  conscien- 
tious men  to  meet  these  facts  with  wisdom  and  firmness." 

The  Convention  met  on  January  15,  with  Frank  W. 
Bird  of  Walpoie  in  the  chair,  Mr,  Garrison  being  one  of 
the  vice-presidents.  To  the  latter  it  wiis  no  disappoint- 
ment to  flud  it  " '  nothing  more  than  a  Garrisonian  meet- 
ing,' with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  others  hitherto  acting 
with  the  Republican  Party."  Nor  could  Mr.  Higginson 
have  been  surprised.  At  the  anti-slavery  festival  he  had 
complained — "  I  talk  with  my  Republican  friends  in  vain 
to  know  whence  comes  this  wondrous  change  which  has 
altered  their  whole  horizon  since  election.  I  talk  with  a 
man  who  said,  before  election :  '  If  Buchanan  is  elected,  I 
am  with  you  henceforward  —  I  am  a  Disunionist,'  and  I 
find  he  thinks  there  must  have  been  some  mistake  about 
that  remark ;  he  thinks  it  must  have  been  his  partner  who 
said  it,  not  he.  They  all  have  their  partners ! "  The  Rev, 
Samuel  May,  Jr,,  was  painfully  aware  that,  on  the  subject 
of  disunion,  public  opinion  outside  the  abolition  body  had 
retrograded  in  the  past  decade.  He  recalled  another 
gathering  in  the  same  hall  in  1845,  representing  "Wor- 
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eester  County  without  distinction  of  party,  whieh  received    Ch.  xvii. 
with  acclamation — even  if,  alarmed  at  its  own  boldness,        1857. 
it  presently   reconsidered  and  rejected  —  a  resolution, 
"  That  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union  would  be  a 
just  and  sufficient  cause  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union." 

The  letters  addressed  to  the  Convention  by  the  most 
eminent  Bepubhcan  politicians  of  the  day  revealed  their 
irresolution  and  utter  impotency  before  the  unchecked 
advance  of  the  Slave  Power,  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
who  in  1843  had  incurred  the  charge  of  being  a  disunion-  Anie.pp. 
ist  by  his  simple  proposal  of  an  amendment  to  the  Con-  ^^'  ^^" 
stitution  abolishing  slave  representation,  still  found  the 
greatest  defect  in  the  Constitution  to  be  the  "  anti-repub-  lh.  27;2o. 
lican  preponderance  whieh  it  gives  to  the  slaveholding 
class."  He  was  of  opinion  that  "  the  notion  of  no  union 
with  slaveholders  is  founded  on  a  mistaken  theory  of 
morals,"  compelling  the  good  to  withdraw  altogether 
from  the  society  of  the  bad.  On  the  basis  of  "honoring 
the  former,  and  endeavoring  as  far  as  possible  to  reclaim 
the  latter,"  he  said :  "  I  am  willing  to  continue  to  live 
indefinitely  with  slaveholders,  even  though  some  of  them 
should  trench  a  little  upon  my  rights."  Araasa  Walker  £1^.27:14. 
saw  clearly  enough  that "  slavery  and  freedom  are  absolute 
and  irreconcilable  antagonisms,  that  cannot  by  any  human 
possibility  eo-exbt,"  but  his  disunionism  was  confined  to 
the  non-extension  of  slavery.  Joshua  E.  Giddings  wrote 
that  the  South  had  notoriously  for  thirty  years  cherished 
the  hope  of  forming  a  Confederacy : 

"  Editors  and  politicians  now  annoimee  their  determination  iii,  27:14. 
to  secede  from  the  Union  as  soon  as  the  Republicans  shall 
obtain  control  ol  the  Federal  Government,  which  they  gener- 
ally expect  to  take  place  in  1860.  Preparatory  to  this  event, 
they  are  collecting  arms,  establishing  magazines  of  powder  and 
military  supplies,  strengthenLng  their  defences,  oi^anizing  and 
disciplining  their  militia,  and  forming  associations  and  combi- 
nations to  effect  a  separation  from  our  free  States." 

In  spite  of  all  this,  Mr,  Giddings  was  for  holding  on  to   lh.  27: 14. 
"  the  Union  as  it  now  is  "  (i.  e.,  with  indefinite  possible 
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ch.  XVII.  eneroaehments  to  strengthen  the  Slave  Power  so  long  as 
18^7,  its  polioy  was  to  postpone  secession),  believing  that  the 
Union  could  be  wielded  for  the  benefit  of  liberty.  In  the 
event  of  Repubhean  success,  "  we  will  then  say  to  the 
slaveholders  of  those  [slave]  States,  Unbind  the  heavy 
burdens  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free;  or,  if  you  prefer  to 
maintain  that  institution,  'pensh  with  it!''" 

The  one  letter  to  the  Convention  which  astonished  and 
offended  its  recipients  by  its  tone  came  from  Sumner's 
colleague  in  the  TJ.  S.  Senate,  Henry  Wilson.  He  had  read 
Lit.sT.n.  the  call  with  profound  regret,  believing  that  the  move- 
ment could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  put  a  burden 
on  the  Republican  Party,  by  arraying  against  it  "  that 
intense,  passionate,  and  vehement  spirit  of  nationality 
which  glows  in  the  bosoms  of  the  American  people."  He 
frankly  avowed  his  want  of  sympathy  with  it,  and  refusal 
to  be  connected  with  it.  "  The  logic  of  the  head  and  the 
logic  of  the  heart,"  he  declared,  "  teach  me  to  regard  all 
such  movements,  either  in  the  North  or  [in]  the  South,  as 
crimes  against  liberty."  He  hoped  the  Convention  would 
"  conclude  to  leave  all  the  impotent  and  puerile  threats 
against  the  Union  to  the  Southern  slave-propagandists ;  ■ 
and  proclaim  their  readiness  to  follow,  in  the  conflicts  of 
the  future,  the  banner  of  '  Liberty  and  Union  ! ' " 

Mr.  Garrison's  speech  at  the  Convention  was,  in  part, 
as  follows : 

Lit.  27:15.  "Mr.  President,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  prepared,  with 
some  care  and  deliberation,  the  views  I  desired  to  express  on 
this  grave  occasion ;  but,  having  been  ill  for  the  last  two  weeks, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  give  a  moment  to  the  preparation  of  a 
set  speech.  It  is  true,  sir,  with  me,  the  subject  is  familiar; 
nevertheless,  this  is  no  ordinary  gathering,  and  nothing  slioidd 
be  hastily  uttered  on  a  question  so  vast,  so  solemn,  and  so  revo- 
lutionary. 

"  Sir,  I  do  not  marvel  at  the  general  hesitancy  which  I  find  in 
the  community  to  come  up  to  the  high  position  of  demanding  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  remember  how  men  are  bom,  and 
how  they  are  bred.  I  know,  in  regard  to  my  own  case,  with 
what  tenacity  I  clung  to  this  Union,  mspired  by  the  patriotic 
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feelings  of  my  early  days,  and  never  dreaming  that  anything    Ch.  XVii. 

would  ever  separate  me  from  it,  or  lead  me  to  desire  its  disso-        ^Z 

lutjon.     Men  do  not  cliai^e  tbe  institutions  which  have  come 

down  to  them  from  the  past  lightly,  or  for  transient  reasons. 

They  must  be  placed  in  a  trying  emergency, —  they  must  feel 

a  strong  moral   obligation  pressing  upon  them,— they  mnst 

clearly  perceive  some  great  impending  evil  to  be  shunned,  some 

great  good  to  be  gained,^  before  they  will  go  into  revolution  ; 

whether  it  be  a  physical  revolution,  attended  with  the  shedding 

nt  hntnan  blood,  or  a  moral  revolution,  attended  with  the  los.s 

of  friends  and  popularity,  and  the  sacrifice  of  worldly  interests. 

If  the  great  mass  of  the  people  were  ready  to  respond  at  once 

in  favor  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  with  no  more  light  on 

the  subject  than  ttey  now  enjoy,  I  would  give  little  or  nothing 

for  the  response,  because  I  should  be  certain  it  was  but  the 

mere  impulse  of  the  moment ;  but  when  they  hesitate,  and  hold 

back,  and  forbear  to  the  last,  trusting  that  there  may  be  some 

way  of  escape ;  when  they  beg  for  a  little  longer  time  to  look 

at  a  question  involving  such  momentous  consequences,  before 

openly  committing  themselves,  I  say :  '  Well,  that  is  all  right 

and  proper  —  it  is  human  nature.'    When  such  men  move,  it  is 

with  the  force  of  the  thunderbolt ;  they  are  as  reliable  as  the 

everlasting  hills. 

"  If,  therefore,  Disunion  be  a  matter  of  slow  growth  —  as  it 
is — I  am  sure  it  is  a  true  growth,  and  that  everything  is  gained 
thereby.  I  expect  it  will  go  on,  slowly  gathering  to  itself  friends 
and  advocates,  until  at  last  it  shall  culminate  in  an  all-pervad- 
ing Northern  setitimeDt,  and  the  great  work  be  easily  accom- 
plished. Our  Eevolntionary  fathers  hesitated  long  before  they 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  mother  country.  How  many  years  did 
they  hope,  and  pray,  and  struggle  for  redress  of  their  wrongs, 
trusting  to  the  justice  of  England  —  that  Parliament  would  give 
heed  to  their  petitions,  and  that  they  might  be  spared  the  ne- 
cessity of  raising  the  banner  of  independence  —  ail  the  while 
avowing  their  loyalty  to  the  British  throne!  Yet  the  hour 
came  when,  in  spite  of  their  veneration  for  the  past,  in  spite 
of  their  feebleness  in  regard  to  numbers  and  resources,  and 
in  spite  of  the  colossal  power  of  Great  Britain,  they  said,  '  We 
will  submit  no  longer!  The  time  has  come  for  us  to  throw 
off  the  yoke,  and  declare  ourselves  free  and  independent.'  The 
men  who,  after  that  time,  through  cowardice  or  selfishness, 
sided  with  the  mother  country,  were  justly  branded  as  Tories. 
Sir,  the  race  of  Tories  did  not  die  off  with  the  Revolutionary 
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Ca.  XVII.  stn^gle.  In  our  day,  we  are  passing  tliroi^li  the  same  ordeaL 
ibT?  ^^  ^"^  engaged  in  a  revolution  more  far-reaching,  more  sub- 
lime, more  glorious  tlian  our  fathers  ever  dreamed  of.  I  know 
that  there  are  honest  men  yet  stri^gling  with  conseientioua 
doubts,  who  sincerely  ask, '  Has  the  time  £or  separation  come  ! 
May  we  not  be  pardoned  if  we  wait  a  little  longer  ?  Is  there  not 
some  turn  of  the  wheel  whereby  Freedom  will  come  uppermost 
and  Slavery  go  down  t '  Such  men  are  to  be  respected,  for  they 
are  not  animated  by  a  craven  spirit.  In  due  time  they  wiU  as- 
suredly be  with  us.  But  there  are  others  who  are  not  honest ; 
who  are  actuated  by  the  old  Tory  spirit  which  was  so  hostile  to 
the  struggle  for  colonial  independence ;  and  these  are  to  be 
branded  as  the  enemies  of  mankind.     .     .     . 

"  The  air  is  filled  with  objections  to  a  movement  o£  this  kind. 
I  am  neither  surprised  nor  disquieted  at  this.  One  of  these  is 
of  a  very  singular  nature,  and  it  is  gravely  urged  as  conclusive 
against  Disunion.  It  is  to  this  effect :  We  must  remain  in  the 
Union  because  it  would  be  inhuman  in  us  to  turn  our  backs 
upon  the  mlUions  of  slaves  in  the  Southern  States,  and  leave 
them  to  their  fate  I  Men  who  have  never  been  heard  of  in  the 
anti-slavery  ranks,  or  who  are  ever  submitting  to  a  compromise 
of  principle,  have  their  bowels  wonderfully  moved  all  at  once  with 
sympathy  for  the  suffering  slave  !     Even  our  esteemed  friend, 

iii.27;i4.  Theodore  Parker  (who  deals  iu  no  cant),  says,  in  his  letter, 
that  he  cannot  consent  to  cut  himself  ofE  from  the  slave  popula- 
tion. Now,  we  who  are  engaged  io  this  movement  claim  to  be 
equally  concerned  for  the  Hberation  of  the  slave.  If  we  have 
not  yet  proved  our  willingness  to  sufEer  the  loss  of  all  things, 
rather  than  to  turn  and  fiee,  God  knows  that  we  are  prepared 
to  bear  any  new  cross  that  He,  in  his  providence,  may  be  dis- 
posed to  lay  upon  us.  For  one,  I  make  no  parade  of  my  anxiety 
for  the  dehverance  of  those  in  bondage ;  but  I  do  say  that  it 
strikes  me  as  remarkable  that  those  who,  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  should  have 
the  imputation  cast  upon  them  of  intending  to  leave  four  mil- 
lions of  slaves  in  their  chains,  by  seeking  the  overthrow  of  this 

"  Now,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  this  is  a  man  of  straw !  I 
have  no  idea  of  forsaking  the  slave,  under  any  circumstances. 
The  slaveholder  knows  it,  and  the  country  knows  It ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  those  who  are  associated  in  this  movement  intend  to 
continue  the  conflict  till  every  yoke  is  broken.  I  declare  that 
this  talk  of  leaving  the  slave  to  his  fate  is  not  a  true  representa- 
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tioa  of  the  case ;  and  it  indicates  a  strange  dulness  of  compre-  Ca.  XVII. 
hension  with  regard  to  our  position  and  purpose.  What '.  is  it  j^_ 
to  forsake  the  slave  when  I  ces^e  to  be  the  aider  and  abettor  of 
his  master?  "What!  when  the  North  is  pressing  down  upon  four 
minions  of  slaves  like  an  avalanche,  and  we  say  to  her,  '  Take 
off  that  procure — stand  aside — ^ve  the  slave  a  chance  to  re- 
gain his  feet  and  assert  his  freedom ! '  is  that  turning  our  backs 
upon  him  1  Here,  for  example,  is  a  man  engaged  in  highway 
robbery,  and  another  man  is  acting  as  an  accessory,  without 
whose  aid  the  robber  cannot  succeed.  In  saying  to  the  accom- 
plice, 'Hands  off!  Don't  aid  the  villain!'  shall  I  be  told  that 
this  is  enabling  the  highwayman  to  rob  with  impunity  ?  What 
an  absurdity !  Are  we  not  trying  to  save  the  pockets  of  all 
travellers  from  being  picked,  in  seeking  to  break  up  all  eoimec- 
tion  with  highway  robbery  ?    .     .     . 

"  What  is  the  American  ITnioa?  Has  it  form  and  substance, 
or  is  it  something  which  belongs  to  the  imagination —  a  mere 
piece  of  dough,  which  every  man  may  mould  and  fashion  as 
he  thinks  proper,  without  regard  to  its  original  d  gi  p 
tive  provisions  ?  Men  talk  of  interpreting  the  (  1 1  t  a 
they  understand  it.  Does  it  never  occur  to  th  m  that  th 
a  game  at  which  iwo  can  play?  If  they  may  mte  p  t  t  d 
libitum,  so  may  the  slaveholders.  Now,  sir,  I  a  um  th  t  w 
have  such  a  thing  as  the  American  TJnion ;  th  t  t  h  h  ht 
and  breadth  and  exact  dimensions ;  that  the  nation  understands 
what  it  is  and  has  been  from  its  oii^n,  in  regard  to  its  slave- 
holding  conditions.  Now  let  us  see  who  are  for  its  perpetuity. 
I  turn  to  the  Southern  slaveholders  and  ask,  '  Are  you  for  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union  ? '  and  they  are  for  hanging  me  up  by 
the  neck  for  raising  the  question.  True,  they  threaten,  in  case 
certain  things  shall  be  done,  that  they  will  separate  from  us ; 
bat,  mark  you !  they  are  in  favor  of  perpetuating  '  the  Union  as 
it  is,'  and  as  our  fathers  made  it.  I  turn  to  all  that  remains  of 
the  Whig  Party,  and  ask,  '  Are  you  in  favor  of  preserving  the 
Union  ? '  and  they  exclaim,  '  Tea,  to  the  end  of  time ! '  I  turn 
to  the  Democratic  Party,  and  ask,  '  Are  you  in  favor  of  pre- 
serving the  Union  ? '  and  they  reply,  '  Accursed  be  he  who  is 
not ! '  I  turn  to  the  American  Party,  and  ask,  '  Are  you  for 
this  "glorious"  Union?'  'Yes,  until  the  craek  of  doom.' 
Finally,  I  turn  to  the  Eepubliean  Party,  and  say,  '  And  you, 
also,  go  for  the  Union  ? '  aud  they  make  the  loudest  noise,  and 
throw  up  their  caps  the  highest  in  its  behalf. 

"  Now,  either  these  parties  mean  by  '  Uaion '  the  same  thing. 
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or  they  do  not,  Henry  Wilson,  when  he  says,  '  I  am  for  per- 
petuating the  Union,'  means  by  it  what  the  South  means,  or  he 
does  not.  All  these  parties  mean  the  same  thing,  or  they  do  not. 
If  they  do,  then  I  stain  them  all  with  the  blood  of  four  miUiona 
of  slayes,  who  he  crushed  aad  bleeding  beneath  the  Union.  If 
they  do  not,  then  I  say,  there  is  treachery  somewhere;  because 
they  are  using  the  same  word,  representing  the  old  idea  of  the 
Union  as  understood  and  carried  out  by  our  fathers.  Who  is  it 
that  is  playing  falsely  f 

"  My  reasons  for  leaving  the  Union  are,  first,  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  bond.  I  would  not  stand  here  a  moment,  were  it 
not  that  this  is  with  me  a  question  of  absolute  morality  —  of 
obedience  to  the  'higher  law,'  Byall  that  is  just  and  holy,  it  is 
not  optional  whether  you  or  I  shall  occupy  the  ground  of  Dis- 
union. It  is  not  a  matter  of  pohtieal  expediency  or  policy,  or 
even  of  incongruity  of  interests  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  It  atrifeea  deeper,  it  rises  h^her,  than  that.  This  is  the 
question :  Are  we  of  the  North  not  bound  in  a  Union  with 
slaveholders,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  hold  four  milhons  of 
our  countrymen  in  bondage,  with  all  safety  and  impunity  ?  Is 
not  Massachusetts  in  alliance  with  South  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island  with  Gleorgia,  Maine  with  Alabama,  Vermont  with 
Misassippi,  giving  the  strength  of  this  nation  to  the  side  of  the 
dealer  in  human  flesh  ?  My  dif&culty,  therefore,  is  a  moral  one. 
The  Union  was  formed  at  the  expense  of  the  slave  population  of 
the  land.  I  cannot  swear  to  uphold  it.  As  I  understand  it,  they 
who  ask  me  to  do  so,  ask  me  to  do  an  immoral  act  —  to  stain  my 
conscience  —  to  sin  against  God.  How  can  I  do  this  ?  I  care 
not  what  consequences  may  be  predicted.  It  is  a  sin  to  '  strike 
hands  with  thieves,  and  consent  with  adulterers.'  I  aTer  that 
the  compact  made  by  our  fathers,  in  relation  to  its  slaveholding 
guarantees,  is  a  compact  more  wicked  than  was  ever  made  since 
the  world  began.    .     .     . 

"  Again,  I  am  (or  the  speedy  overthrow  of  the  Union  because, 
while  it  exists,  I  see  no  end  to  the  extension  of  slavery.  I  see 
everything  in  the  hands  of  the  Slave  Power  now.  I  see  the 
national  Government  for  four  years  to  come  —  all  the  resources 
of  the  country  —  every  dollar  in  the  treasury  —  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  judiciary,  everything  ^  in  its  grasp ;  and  I  know  that, 
with  all  these  means  and  facilities,  and  the  disposition  to  use 
them,  nothing  can  suecessfuUy  contend  against  it. 

I  am  sure  of  another  thing  — that  when  the  North  shall 
withdraw  from  the  Union,  there  will  be  an  end  to  Southern 
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filibustering  and  sehemes  of  annexation.  Then  the  tables  will  Ch.XVIi. 
be  turned,  and  we  shall  have  the  slaveholders  at  our  doors,  ^Z" 
cryii^  for  mercy.  Eely  opon  it,  there  is  not  an  intelligent 
slaveholder  at  the  South  who  is  £or  s,  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
I  do  not  care  what  the  folly  or  insanity  of  the  Southern  nuJli- 
flers  may  be ;  I  do  not  care  how  much  they  hate  the  North,  and 
threaten  to  separate  from  us ;  they  are  contemptible  numerically, 
and  only  make  use  of  these  threats  to  bring  the  North  down 
OK  her  knees,  to  do  their  bidding,  in  order  to  save  the  Union. 
Not  one  of  them  is  willing  to  have  the  cord  cut,  and  the  South 
permitted  to  try  the  experiment.  If  it  be  otherwise,  Godgrant 
that  she  may  soon  take  this  step,  and  see  whether  she  will  be 
able  to  hold  a  single  slave  one  hour  after  the  deed  is  done !  " 

Mr.  Higginson  reported  the  resolutions  of  the  Conven-   1/6.^7:14. 
tion.     The  last  only  need  be  quoted : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  sooner  the  separation  tatea  place,  the    Lii.  27 :  14. 
more  peaceful  it  will  be  ;  but  that  peace  or  war  is  a  secondary 
consideration,  in  view  of  our  present  perils.     Slavery  must  be 
conquered, '  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must.' " 

It  TPas  further  resolved  to  form  a  State  Committee  of 
Seven,  to  direct  the  propaganda  of  the  new  movement. 
Of  this,  Mr.  Higginson  was  made  chairman.  "  A  general 
convention  of  the  free  States  during  the  current  year " 
was  recommended. 

The  prospect  of  such  a  convention  being  treated  with 
less  ridicule  or  less  vituperation  by  the  press  seemed  to   LH.s^-.si. 
improve  as  the  year  grew  older.     Id  Kansas,  the  bogus         ^^' 
Legislature  carried  out  a  bogus  census  ;  its  creature,  the    £;*. 27:30, 
bogus  Constitutional  Convention,  met  and  performed  its   ^^'  2^.^'^^' 
work,  submitting  to  the  popular  vote  for  ratification  not   lh.st.ss, 
the  Constitution  as  a  whole,  but  the  instrument  CaJ  with  ^55.190.199- 
the  pro-slavery  clauses,  or  (bj  without  them.     This  ex- 
emplification of  "squatter  sovereignty,"  though  entirely 
satisfactory  to  President  Buchanan,  drew  an   ominous  LH.ar-.zgs. 
protest  from  Senator  Douglas,  that  cost  the  latter  at  once  lh.  zj:  198, 
his  standing  in  the  Democratic  Party  and  his  favor  both     ^l5™|.' 
with  the  Administration  and  at  the  South.^    But  the 

■n  was  destroyed  by  tie 
!8  :  llj. 
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£z*.  27:43,    disunion  spirit  was  still  more  developed  by  the  Dred  Scott 
45. 4  .  "  -    decision,  delivered  by  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  on  March 

6,  through  the  mouth  of  Chief-Justice  Taney. 
£i*.26;207;  Scott  had  been  the  slave  of  an  army  sur^on,  who  took 
28:49.'  ^™  ^  ^  military  station  in  Illinois  for  two  years,  and 
thenee  to  Fort  Snelling  in  Nebraska  (now  Minnesota), 
where  he  was  married  to  the  slave  woman  of  another 
officer.  The  sojourn  in  Illinois  (being  voluntary  on  the 
master's  part)  would  have  freed  him,  as  this  State  was 
embraced  in  the  Northwest  Ordinance.  The  Territory 
of  Nebraska  was  in  the  tract  covered  by  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  36°  SCf.  Seott 
and  hia  wife  were  sold  to  a  common  owner,  and  returned 
voluntarily  —  or  at  least  without  resistance  —  to  Missouri, 
where  the  husband  brought  suit  for  their  freedom.  The 
State  court  denied  the  suit,  in  default  of  evidence  that 
their  owners  meant  to  manumit  them  by  taking  them  on  to 
free  soil.  Appeal  was  then  made  to  the  Federal  Supreme 
Lii.  27:62.  Court,  a  body  of  nine  members,  of  whom  five  were  slave- 
holders. 
£13.27:173,  "The  article  in  the  Westminster  [for  July,  1857,  by  Harriet 
^  '  '■  Martineau,  on  the  '"Manifest  Destiny'  of  the  American 
24(1),  1857.  Union"],"  wrote  Mrs.  M.  W.  Cliapman  to  Mr.  Grarrison,  "was, 
I  find  by  comparison  of  dates,  written  at  a  time  when  no  two 
papers  in  the  United  States  agreed  as  to  what  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  did  mean — all  the  A.  S,  papers  agreeing  that  if  it 
meant  anything,  it  meant  the  extension  of  slavery  throughout 
the  States.  ...  I  should  really  like  to  read  the  decision, 
with  aU  tiie  different  ideas  as  to  what  it  means  —  if  I  had  a 
month's  leisure.  I  must  confess  to  not  having  yet  done  so, 
whatever  the  Westminster  Review  may  have  done.  One  thing 
seems  clear —  they  made  it,  like  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  of  india-rubber :  to  read  one  way  in  one  State,  a  second 
way  in  another,  and  a  third  out  of  the  United  Slates,  and  are 
frightened  when  its  inientions  are  exposed," 

Scott's  suit  was  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  the 
power  of  the  State  court  in  the  premises  being  upheld ; 
but  the  incidental  doctrines  enunciated  were  of  the  most 
alarming  character.    First,  the  Constitution  recognizes  no 
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distinction  between  slaves  and  other  property,  but  ex-    lh.zt.^s. 
pressly  confers  the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  and  guar- 
antees it  to  every  State.     Secondly,  &&  an  historical  fact, 
citizenship  under  the  Constitution  was  denied  to  the  black 
race,  which  had,  "  for  more  than  a  century,  been  regarded 
as  beings  of  an  inferior  order,  and  unfit  associates  for  the    i/*.  37:45. 
white  race,  either  socially  or  politically,  and  had  no  rights 
which  white  men  were  bound  to  respect."  ^    Thirdly,  the    ii*.  27:45. 
control  of  Congress  over  the   Territory  of  the  United 
States  was  limited,  under  the  Constitution,  to  the  terri- 
tory possessed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  that  instru- 
ment, and  the  clause  in  question  had,  in  fact,  a  special 
reference  to  the  territory  ceded  under  the  Northwest  Or- 
dinance,    Fourthly,  in  consequence,  so  much  of  the  Mis-    Z£*.  37:43. 
souri  Compromise  as  related  to  the  exclusion  of  slavery        ^^' 
from  a  certain  part  of  the  Louisiana  purchase  was  inop- 
erative and  void.    Fifthly,  the  legal  condition  of  a  slave   lh  27:43 
returning  from  a  free  to  a  slave  State  was  unaffected  by 
his  sojourn  in  the  former,  but  depended  upon  the  law  of 
the  latter.    As,  by  the  law  of  Missouri,  Dred  Scott  was   lu.xj-.as- 
not  a  citizen,  but  still  a  slave,  he  could  not  sue  in  a  United 
States  court. 

Whatever  the  intention  of  Judge  Taney  and  the  major- 
ity of  the  court,  their  deliverance  was  taken  to  mean 
both  that  Kansas  and  all  other  future  embryo  States  were 
freely  open  to  slaveholding  immigration,  and  that  the 
slaveholder  would  be  protected  by  the  Federal  judiciary 
in  carrying  his  human  as  well  as  his  ordinary  goods  and 
chattels  into  the  free  States  —  a  right  already  asserted  by 
Judge  Kane  in  the  Passmore  Williamson  case.    The  stead-  Ante.f.^e. 
ily  deepening  feeling  of  wrath  and  resistance  which  the 
Kansas  iniquity  had  evoked,  now  flamed  out  anew  at  the 
North.     The  decision  was  met  by  legislative  resolutions   nd.aj-.p. 
and  acts  vindicating  the  freedom  of  aU  men  —  save  the    ^-^_-^^_ 
unhappy  fugitive  from  slavery ;  by  fresh  obstacles  to  kid-     '"S.  "s^ 

1  Hence,  whereas  (ormerly  passports  had  been  granted  to  free  colored 
men  as  citizens  by  the  State  Department,  they  were  now  refused  in  obe- 
dience to  the  "decision"  fii^  37 .- 43,  45,  64,  175;  28:63). 
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nappers,  in  the  shape  of  Personal  Liherty  laws,     Massa- 

Lii.  27 :  65.    chusetts  would  issue  passports  to  her  own  colored  oitizens. 

Lii.3T.i9),   The  New  York  Court  of  Appeals,  in  the  long-pending 
186.' 187!     Lemmon  case,  decided  against  the  right  to  bring  slaves 
into  that  State. 

This  revolt  against  the  Slave  Power  was  neither  against 
the  Constitution  nor  the  Union.  Nevertheless,  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Northern  disunion  movement  determined 
to  proceed  with  their  proposed  convention  of  the  free 

Lii.zj-.iiB.  States.  The  circular  call  was  issued  in  Jnly.  It  was 
signed  by  T.  "W.  Higginson,  Wendell  Phillips,  Daniel 
Mann,i  W.  L.  Garrison,  and  F.  W.  Bird  —  the  editor  of 

zi*.  27:118.  the  Liberator  going  far  beyond  the  language  of  it,  since 
it  proposed  merely  an  inquiry  into  the  practicability 
and  expediency  of  disunion,  and  committed  no  one  sign- 
ing it  to  the  doctrine.     The  date  of  the  Convention  was 

Lii.27.i,t6-  fixed  in  October,  and  the  place  selected  w^  Cleveland, 
Ohio.     In  that  State,  the  abolitionists  had  in  January 

Lii.a7-.19.  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  take  steps  to  withdraw  from 
the  Union ;  with  the  result  at  least  of  precipitating  a  very 

£1*. 27:57.  edifying  debate,  in  which  the  Repubhcan  members  sol- 
emnly reaffirmed  their  "  affection  and  fidehty  to  the 
Union." 

Rev.  T.  W.  Higginson  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

MS.  Worcester,  August  27, 1857. 

Mr.  Howland  ^  and  1  agreed  quite  well  about  your  note  to 
Rev.  S.  Mr,  May  iu  respect  to  the  superiority  of  Syracuse  to  Cleveland. 
May.  Jr.  j  regret  your  change  o£  opinion  about  it,  but  the  following  con- 
siderations entirety  convince  my  mind  of  the  inexpediency  of  a 
change. 
Marias  R.  1.  It  is  too  late,  as  Mr.  Robinson  has  been  aheady  authorized 
RoOmon.     ijy  ^^  to  engage  a  haU  in  Cleveland. 

1 A  Boston  lieutlat  residing  in  WorMslCT  Co.,  Masr^.,  possessed  of  much 
ahrawdness  of  character,  and  a  racy  and  forcible  writer.  Se«  the  lAfieraivr 
of  this  period  passim. 

s  Joseph  A.  Howland  of  Worcester,  a  lecturing  agent  of  the  Masaocha- 
setts  A.  S.  Society  {LH.  28  :  35),  and  one  of  the  signers  ot  the  call  for  the 
Disunion  ConTentlon  of  Jan.  15  (Lib,  27  :  2). 
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2.  "  Cleveland" and  "the  West"  have  been  freely  spoken  of    Ch.  XVII. 
as  the  locality  by  tte  Standard  and  other  papers.  j^^ 

3.  Tte  Ohio  friends  are  stronger  and  stronger  for  Cleveland, 

as  time  advances;  especially  Robinson  and  Brooke.  Samuel 

4.  Bradbum,  who  at  first  dissuaded  us  from  Cleveland,  now      Brooke. 
advises  it ;  i  and  Mr.  Tilden,  M.  C.,^  has  vmtten  a  letter  which 

I  consider  rather  favorable  than  otherwise,  as  to  that  locality. 

5.  Those  who  have  objected  to  Cleveland,  have  ooly  sug- 
gested points  farther  West,  not  East,  especially  Chicago. 

6.  Agitation  has  commenced  with  a  view  to  securing  attend- 
ance from  the  Western  Reserve,  and,  perhaps,  a  reduction  of 
R.  R.  fares. 

7.  Of  the  signatures  now  received  (some  700),  a  clear  major- 
ity are  from  Ohio,  thus  showing  a  good  degree  of  preparation. 

8.  The  recent'slave  hunts  in  Ohio,  under  Republican  admin-   m.  27 :  103. 
istration,  afford  an  admirable  test ;  while  the  proximity  of  the 

State  to  slave  States  makes  it  a  peculiarly  suitable  locahty  for  a 
convention  of  national  interest. 

9.  Burritt's  convention^  will  be  an  excellent  preparation  for    Elihu  Bur- 
oars.  "■«■ 

1  In  1851,  George  Bradbum,  who,  after  giving  up  tlie  Lynn  Pwnesr,  liad 
been  associated  with  Eli^ur  Wright  ou  the  Boston  ChtowAype,  removed  to 
Clevelimd,  Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  ediWiraof  the  TViie  Democrat  (after- 
wards the  Lfoder).  He  had  greatly  impaired  hia  hetJth  h;  taking  the 
stump  for  Fremont  (Life  of  Bradburn,  pp.  229,  233). 

2  Daniel  R.  Tilden,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  Bepreaentative  in  Congress 
o£  Ohio,  18*3-47.  See  in  Sa.nbom's  '  Life  of  John  Brown,'  p.  SOa,  Brown's 
letter  to  Tilden  written  in  Charlestown  jail  Nov.  28, 1S59.  On  Dee.  2, 1859, 
he  participated  in  the  mass-meeting  held  at  Cleveland  in  commemoration 
of  the  execution  of  Brown  (Lib.  39  :  311). 

s  Amid  flagrant  civil  war,  on  a  rapidly  rising  market  for  slave  property, 
and  at  a  time  when  steps  were  being  actively  taken  to  reopen  the  slave 
trade  (ante,  p.  ill),  Ellhu  Bnrritt  started  a  preposterous  movement  for 
emancipation  at  less  than  half  price,  from  sales  of  the  puhllc  lands  (Lib. 
27  :  58).  According  to  the  rule,  that  the  more  impracticable  the  scheme  of 
abolition,  the  easier  it  was  to  secure  the  adhesion  of  the  elei^y  at  large, 
Mr.  Bnrritt  suw^eded  in  patting  forward  the  Bev.  Elipbalet  Nott,  the 
Kev.  Mark  Hopkins,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  the  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon, 
the  Bev.  Abel  Stevens,  and  other  leading  divines,  together  with  (mirabiie 
dMv,!)  Gerrit  Smith,  to  call  a  convention  at  Cleveland  on  Aug.  25.  See 
for  the  proceedings,  which  ended  in  the  formation  of  a  National  Compen- 
sation Emancipation  Society,  with  Elihu  Bnrritt  for  its  corresponding  sec- 
retary, Lih.  27 ;  143,  U8 ;  and  see  for  Mr.  Qairiaon's  comments  on  the 
movement  aud  on  the  Convention  Hi.  37 :  58. 163.  Bnrritt  was  thirty 
years  behind  Dr.  Channing,  who,  intereated  by  Lundy's  personal  advocacy 
of  gradnaiism  in  Boat*™  in  1833,  wrote  on  May  14  ot  that  year  to  Daniel 
Webster :  "  It  seems  to  me  that,  before  moving  in  thU  matter,  we  oi^ht 
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Ch.  XVir.       10.  After  taUting  about  Cleveland,  a  retreat  to  Syracuse  will 
JJ~  be  inevitably  regarded,  and  with  eome  justice,  as  a  confession 


11.  The  Convention  will  attract  far  more  national  attention 
on  the  comparatively  new  ground  of  Cleveland  than  on  the 
hackneyed  ground  of  Syracuse, 

12.  Even  as  to  the  local  sympathy,  I  think  you  overrate  the 
superiority  of  Syracuse,  On  consulting  S.  J.  May  ahout  it, 
some  months  since,  he  wrote  me  a  more  discouraging  reply 
than  I  have  ever  had  from  Cleveland —  thinking  that  the  peo- 
ple would  take  no  interest  in  such  a  convention. 

I  understood  that  Mr.  Howland  and  myself  were  authorized 
to  decide  as  to  place  and  time,  and  was  only  waiting  to  hear 
definitely  from  Bobinson  that  he  had  engaged  a  hall.     I  at  first 

to  say  to  them  ["  our  Sonihem  brethren  "]  diatittetly, '  We  consider  slaveiy 
as  your  calamity,  not  your  crime,  and  we  will  share  with  you  the  burden 
of  putting  an  end  to  it.  We  will  consent  that  the  public  lands  shall  be 
appropriated  to  this  object;  or  that  the  general  Government  shall  he 
clothed  with  power  to  apply  a  portion  of  revenue  to  it'"  (Webster's 
Worka,  5  ;  366|.  But  slavery  had  now  become,  in  the  Southern  riew,  no 
evU,  but  a  positive  good —  "a  naaeaaarj  social  and  political  institution" 
wherever  human  society  eiisted,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Richmond  Exam- 
imr  (Lib.  27 : 1 ;  ef.  23  :  7,  57).  The  agents  of  the  new  Society  would  no 
more  have  been  tolerated  at  the  Soutii  than  the  diaunion  aholitionista. 
Even  those  of  the  Colonization  Society  had  from  the  first  purchased  immn- 
nity  solely  by  abstaining  from  any  implication  that  slavery  was  a  moral  evil, 
and  confining  their  pity  to  the  free  blaoka.  Senator  Hayne  ol  South  Caro- 
lina, in  B  speech  on  the  Panama  question  in  the  spring  of  1826,  became  the 
monthpieceof  the  Slave  Power  in  a  way  that  ahoold  have  convinced.  Chan- 
ning  of  the  futility  of  bis  panacea.  "On  the  slave  question,"  said  the 
haughty  Southerner,  "my  opinion  ia  this:  I  consider  oar  rightainthat 
species  of  property  as  not  open  even  to  discussion,  either  here  [in  Con- 
gress] or  elsewhere ;  and,  in  respect  to  our  duties  imposed  by  our  ^tua, 
Uon,  wa  are  not  to  he  taught  them  by  fanntica,  religious  or  political.  To 
call  into  ([uestlon  our  righta,  is  grossly  to  violate  tJiem ;  to  attempt  l« 
instruct  us  on  this  subject,  is  to  Insult  us  ;  to  dare  to  assail  our  institu- 
tions, is  wantonly  to  invade  our  peace.  Let  me  solemnly  declare,  once  for 
all,  that  the  Sonthem  Stat«a  never  will  permit,  and  never  can  permit,  any 
interferanee  whatever  in  their  domestic  concerns ;  and  that  the  very  day 
on  which  the  unhallowed  attempt  shall  he  made  hy  the  authorities  of  the 
Federal  Government,  we  will  consider  ourselves  aa  driven  from  tie 
Union  "  (Nilea'  Begiater,  30  :  171).  These  words  are  proof  that  compen- 
sated emancipation  had  no  chance  eieept  aa  a  spontaneous  Sovthem  move- 
ment. The  national  political  power  which  the  Constitution  bestowed  upon 
the  ruling  caste  at  tie  South,  effectually  precluded  the  thought  of  such  a 
movement.  Oay's  scheme  in  Kentucky,  like  McDonogh'a  In  Louisiana, 
consisted  in  making  the  slave  pay  hia  full  market  value  for  freedom,  and 
then  betake  himself  to  Africa. 
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favored  Syracuse,  but  am  more  and  more  couTiueed  that  Cteve-    ch.  Xvil. 
land  is  better.    If,  however,  you  still  doubt,  and  thiulc  it  worth        ^^ 
while  to  call  a  meetiog  of  our  eommittee,  please  inform  me 
■without  delay,  and  I  will  appoint  one.    We  must  have  one  in  a 
week  or  so  at  any  rate,  to  prepare  the  list  of  names  for  pub- 
licatioa. 

The  financial  panic  whieli  has  made  the  year  1857 
memorable,  and  which  began  in  September  with  the  fail- 
ure of  an  Ohio  banking  institution,  frtistrated  the  scheme 
for  holding  the  Convention, 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Samuel  J.  May. 

Boston,  October  18, 1857.  MS. 

In  view  of  the  earthquake  shock  which  aU  the  business  opera- 
tions of  the  country  have  received,  and  the  absorption  of  aU 
minds  in  the  deep  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  times, — 
and,  therefore,  the  palpable  inexpediency  of  attemptingto  bold 
a  Convention  of  the  Free  States  (as  hitherto  contemplated)  at 
Cleveland,  on  the  2Bth  and  29th  inst.,^Mr.  Higginson,  Mr. 
PhiUips,  and  myself,  after  grave  and  serious  conaideratioa,  have 
assumed  the  respoa^bility  of  postponing  ouj*  projected  Northern  lu.  27: 170, 
Convention  until  a  more  auspicious  period  —  at  the  same  time, 
letting  an  informal  convention  be  held  at  Cleveland  at  the  time 
specified,  of  such  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  be  present,  so  as 
not  to  create  too  great  a  local  disappointment.  All  our  Agents 
will  be  there,  and  no  doubt  they  will  make  it  a  stirring  meeting.  Lii.  27 : 
But,  in  the  present  paralyzed  state  of  things,  it  would  be  absurd  tiT^J  ■ 
to  try  to  secure  anj^hing  like  a  representation  from  the  several 
States,  and  so  we  shall  go  for  postponing  tlie  Northern  Conven- 
tion. I  am  the  more  reconciled  to  this  beeanse  Phillips  could 
not  have  gone  to  it,  if  it  had  been  held  this  month. 

Theodore  Parker,  Phillips,  Hig^nson,  etc,,  witl  send  letters 
to  the  meeting  at  Cleveland,  expressive  of  their  views  on  the 
Disunion  question,  which  will  ielp  to  mitigate  the  disappoint- 
ment that  will  be  felt  by  our  OMo  friends  at  their  non-attend- 
ance, I  shaO  also  send  a  letter ;  and  I  hope  you  will  do  the 
same,  in  case  you  shall  conclude  not  to  go  to  Cleveland,  after 
what  I  have  written. 

The  panic  greatly  crippled  the  regular  operations  of 
the  anti-slavery    societies,   and    forced  a   reduction  of 
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Ch.  XVII.    expenditures  in  all  their  departments.    Mr.  Garrison's 

1B57.       support  was   liaturally  rendered  more  precarious   than 

ever,  while  some  special  turdens  were  laid  upon  him.     In 

the  just-quoted  letter  to  Mr.  May,  he  wrote :  "  After  a 

wasting  sickness  of  nine  months'  duration  (more  than  six 

Chsrhtfe     of  which  Were  passed  under  my  roof),  ray  aunt  Charlotte 

lib.  27^16^,   saw  '  the  last  of  earth '  on  the  2d  inst.    I  rejoice  that  I  was 

able  to  give  her  every  attention,  and  to  do  all  in  my  power 

to  relieve  and  save  her ;  but  her  illness  has  thrown  upon 

me  a  heavy  pecuniary  load, —  some  hundreds  of  dollars 

additional." 

Mrs,  Newell  was  the  youngest  and  much  loved  sister  of 
Fanny  Lloyd.     On  her  losing  her  employment  in  1854, 
MS.  Apr.  7,   Mr.  Garrison  wrote  to  his  widowed  relative,  offering  her  a 
^  ^*'        home  for  the  remainder  of  her  days,    "  While  I  have  a 
place  to  shelter  my  own  head,"  he  said,  "  or  a  crust  of 
bread  to  eat,  you  shall  share  it  with  me."    On  the  very  eve 
of  her  dissolution,  a  curious  discovery  was  made,  after 
more  than  thirty  years,  of  a  few  hundred  doUars  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Garrison's  mother  in  a  Baltimore  savings-bank. 
This  sum,  by  the  friendly  intervention  of  John  Needles, 
was  paid  over  to  the  rightful  heir,  and  served  to  discharge 
a  part  of  the  expense  of  Mrs.  NeweR's  medical  attendance 
MS.  Sept.    and  buriaL     "  It  looks  almost  like  a  pro\'idential  occur- 
22, 1 57-     rence,"  wrote  Mr,  Garrison  to  Mr,  Needles,    "If  my  mother 
can  take  cognizance  of  what  I  am  doing  in  this  matter,  her 
heart  will  thrill  with  delight  to  perceive  to  what  a  use  her 
bequest  is  put," 
Mss.  But  the  charity  of  Mr.  Garrison  and  his  wife  neither 

j^/'isfHi,  began  nor  ended  at  home.  Straitened  themselves  for 
£i*.|7:203;  rocans  in  this  gloomy  time,  their  active  sympathy  was 
MS.Nav.  B,  extended  to  various  forms  of  poverty  and  distress  —  from 
w.'l.'^g.  id  a  reduced  Irish  family  to  refugees  from  Napoleon's  prison- 
T.p^^er.    ho^se  at  Cayenne. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

The  Ireepeessible  Conflict, — 1858. 

NO  attempt  was  made  in  1858  to  renew  the  Disunion  ch.xviii. 
Convention   of  the  previous  year.     The  financial       lajs. 
prostration  continued,  and,  furnishing  a  pretext  to  the 
clergy  to  blow  up  a  spurious  revival  of  religion,  became  a   uh.  28 :  70, 
greater  obstacle  than  ever.     The  Massachusetts  abolition-      ^'  ^" 
ists,  however,  relying  upon  the  new  Executive  of  the  State,       n.  p. 
again  besieged  the  Legislature  for  the  removal  of  Judge 
Loring  from  an  ofSee  which  he  doggedly  clung  to,  in  open    e.  g.  Lor- 
deflance  of  the  Personal  Liberty  Law  of  May  21,  1855 —  Lib!'^-.  3E; 
an  unconstitutional  statute,  as  he  insisted.    Mr.  Gkirrison  '^'-  P-  -t'^- 
went  in  March  before  the  Joint  Special  Committee  having      Mar.  a, 
the  petitions  under  consideration,  with  a  paper  drawn  up    ^  ^  \^_  ' 
by  himself,  and  signed  also  by  Samuel  May,  Sr.  and  Jr., 
by  Francis  Jackson,  WendeU  Phillips,  Theodore  Parker, 
and  others.    Both  the  Committee  and  the  Legislature 
were  favorable ;  an  address  for  removal  was  voted,  and   £;#.  28:42, 
Governor  Banks  acceded,  but  with  a  request,  amounting      '^'  ^°' 
to  a  condition,  that  the  law  of  1855  should  be  "  materially  "   Lib.  28 :  50, 
modified.     The  subservient  Legislature  did  accordingly         ^ 
remove  the  stigma  and  the  prohibition  of  slave-catching  /,!4.aB:s4- 
from  a  large  class  embraced  in  the  original  measure,  and 
otherwise  diminished  the  disunion  attitude  of  the  State. 

Loring  removed,  the  JAheirator  urged  as  the  next  step   ub.2%:ii. 
the  procuring  of  an  enactment  that  no  man  should  be  put 
on  trial  for  his  freedom  in  Massachusetts.    At  the  New 
England  Anti-Slavery  Convention  in  May,  Mr.  Garrison 
introduced  a  resolution  recommending  petitions  to  this    Lib.'i&:<p. 
el¥ect,  which  weredulyput  in  circulation.    WhUe  the  con-    m.zi-.i^. 
Vol.  m.— 30  m 
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Ch.  xviii.  stitutionality  of  the  iinmutilated  Personal  Liberty  Law 
la^g.  could  be  defended  at  every  point  as  a  simple  throwing  of 
the  whole  burden  of  slave -catching  on  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment —  the  Constitution  being  silent  as  to  the  agents  in 
this  matter  —  the  position  which  the  State  was  now  asked 
to  take  was  inoontestably  opposed  to  "  the  compact," 

Lii.xS-.gs.  "That  no  person  who  has  been  held  as  a  slave,  shall  be 
delivered  up  by  any  officer  or  court,  State  or  Federal, 
within  this  Commonwealth,  to  any  one  claiming  him  on 
the  ground  that  he  owes  '  service  or  labor'  to  such  claim- 
ant, by  the  laws  of  one  of  the  slave  States  of  this  Union  " 

Art.  4.  J  a,  — was  clearly  at  odds  with  the  Constitutional  injunction 
^'       "  shall  be  delivered  up."    Nevertheless,  the  abolitionists 

Lii.  28 ;  170.  could  appeal  on  their  own  behalf  to  so  high  an  authority 
as  John  Quincy  Adams.  That  statesman,  objecting  to  the 
Constitution  of  Missouri  (pending  her  admission  to  the 
Union)  that  it  disfranchised  aU  the  people  of  color  who 
were  citizens  of  the  free  States,  and  was  thus  "  directly 
repugnant  to  the  rights  reserved  to  every  citizen  in  the 
Union  "  under  the  Federal  Constitution,  justified  a  declar- 
atory act  by  any  free-State  legislature,  making  the  citizens 
of  Missouri  aliens  as  long  as  the  obnoxious  article  was 
maintained.  Moreover,  he  had  the  courage  to  say  that 
Congress,  by  admitting  Missonri  with  such  an  article, 
made  a  breach  in  the  Federal  Constitution  that  would 
warrant  a  still  more  revolutionary  proceeding : 

J.  Qaiacy's        "  Therefore,  unHl  that  jiortwn  of  the  dMzens  of  MassachusetU 
Q  A%^     ujftflse  rights  were  violated  hy  the  article  in  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
p.  113 ;  iJb.   should  be  redintegrated  in  the  full  er^oyment  and  possession  of  those 
•  ^  ■  ''*■      r^hta,  no  clause  or  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
should,  mthin  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  be  so  understood 
as  to  atithoriee  any  person  whatsoever  to  claim  the  propertt/  or  posses- 
sion of  a  human  being  as  a  slave  ;  mid  he  would  prohibit  by  latv  the 
delivery  of  any  fugitive  upon  the  claim  of  hia  master.     All  which,  ho 
said,  should  be  done,  not  to  violate,  but  to  redeem  from  viola- 
tion, the  Constitution  of  the  XTnited  States.    It  was,  indeed,  to 
be  expected  that  such  laws  would  again  be  met  by  retaliatory 
laws  of  Missouri  and  the  other  slaveholding  States,  and  the 
consequences  would  be  a  dissolution  de  facto  of  the  Union  j  but 
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that  dissolution  would  be  eommeneed  by  the  article  in  the  Mis-   ch.  xvin. 
souri  Constitution,     '  That  article,'  declared  Mr.  Adams,  '  is  it-  ~^ 

self  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.'  " 

Time  had  added  tenfold  strength  to  this  argument,  for 
Congress,  at  the  behest  of  the  Slave  Power,  had  gone  on 
violating  the  Constitution.  It  would  now  shortly  seek  to 
impose  on  Kansas  a  constitution  open  to  Mr.  Adams's 
special  objection,  but  also  far  more  infamous  in  that  it 
not  merely  recognized  an  existing  state  of  society,  but 
was  an  instrument  in  the  erection  of  slavery  on  virgin 
soil.  Senator  Douglas  had  warned  the  Administration  in 
December,  1857,  that  if  it  persisted  in  foisting  the  Le-  i?ic.  as; 
compton  Constitution  on  the  people  of  Kansas,  it  would  '^  *^' 
have  to  maintain  it  by  force  of  arms.  You  will  then,  he 
said,  have  nationalized  this  difficulty ;  you  will  have  legal- 
ized civil  war  instead  of  localizing  the  Kansas  quarrel. 
Nevertheless,  on  Februarj'  2,  President  Buchanan  sent  a 
message  to  Congress,  denouncing  the  free-State  inhabi- 
tants of  Kansas  as  rebels,  and  counselling  a  settlement 
of  the  existing  distraction  by  making  the  Lecompton  Con-  ^'^' 
stitution  the  basis  of  admission  to  the  Union.  He  re- 
minded them  that  the  Supreme  Court  had  adjudged  that 
"  slavery  exists  in  Kansas  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  lh.  a 
of  the  United  States,"  and  that  "Kansas  is  therefore  at 
this  moment  as  much  a  slave  State  as  G-eorgia  or  South 
Carolina," 

The  popular  demonstrations  against  this  policy,  the  iij.  = 
resistance  promised  by  the  Legislature  of  Kansas,  Doug-  ^^J.  j 
las's  adverse  report  in  the  Senate,  Crittenden's  attempt  to  ^^^^ 
secure  submission  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution  to  the  ^"' 
popular  vote  —  were  all  in  vain.  The  two  houses  disa-  slave 
greeing,  a  conference  committee  adopted  the  bill  con-  "^'  ° 
trived  by  William  H.  English  of  Indiana,  and  on  April  li^.  ■. 
30  the  enabling  act  was  passed.  The  first  section  of  Ar-  5^'' 
tide  7  of  the  Constitution  embedded  in  the  act  read  as 
follows : 

"  The  right  of  property  is  before  and  higher  than  any  consti-  Lii.  2 
tutional  sanction ;  and  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  slave  to  such 
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Ch.  XVIII,    slave  and  ite  increase  is  the  same,  and  as  inviolable,  as  the  right 
j^g         of  the  owner  of  any  property  whatever." 


The  bill  allowed  Kansas  to  enter  the  Union  at  once  with 
slavery  established,  and  a  land  grant  was  offered  as  an 
inducement.  Should  she  obstinately  hold  out  for  free- 
dom, she  most  first  have  a  population  of  92,000  before 
she  could  be  deemed  fit  for  admission.  The  bribe  was 
promptly  spumed  and  the  menace  disregarded  by  the 
Territory,  which  stood  erect  by  more  than  ten  thousand 
majority. 

The  Slave  Power  had  staked  everything  on  Kansas  and 
had  lost.  In  both  sections  of  the  country  there  was  a 
growing  sense  of  the  political  revolution  in  progress,  a 
growing  conviction  that  the  Republicans  would  at  the 
next  election  take  control  of  the  Government.  Governor 
Moore  of  Alabama,  in  his  inaugural  address  to  the  Leg- 
islature in  December,  1857,  denounced  the  Black  Kepubli- 
ean  scheme  to  stop  the  extension  of  slavery — "confining 
it  within  the  limits  of  the  States  where  it  now  exists,  so 
as  ultimately  to  render  slaves  valueless  to  their  owners, 
and  thus  effect  their  emancipation."  The  Legislature 
unanimously  responded  by  asking  him  to  call  a  State 
Convention  if  Congress  refused  to  admit  Kansas  under 
the  Leeompton  Constitution.  At  the  so-called  Southern 
Commercial  Convention  held  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on 
May  10, 1858,  to  discuss  the  African  slave-trade  and  the 
relations  of  the  South  to  the  Union,  Roger  A.  Pryor  of 
Virginia  could  pledge  his  State  to  disunion  in  ease  a 
Black  Republican  President  were  installed  at  "Washing- 
ton with  a  majority  in  Congress.  Henry  W,  Hilliard  of 
Alabama  agreed  that  the  election  of  such  a  President 
would  result  in  the  subversion  of  the  Government,  and 
that  the  South  would  neither  wait  to  see  him  installed, 
nor  delay  for  some  overt  act.  William  L.  Yancey  of 
Alabama,  though  denying  that  Republican  success  at 
the  next  election  would  constitutionally  justify  secession, 
;  held  the  Union  to  be  already  dissolved.    He 
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should  at  least  expect  Virginia  to  say,  "  Form  your  Con-   CradUofthi 
federacy,  and  we  will  see  that  you  are  not  molested  by  a      p,  ^^' 
foe  that  should  reach  you  across  our  territory."    During 
the  summer  he  agitated  for  a  "  League  of  United  South- 
erners," and  putlicly  discussed  the  probable  course  of  the  lUd^p.^tj^. 
movement  for  a  Confederacy  when  once  initiated.    On 
November  11,  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  Jefferson  Davis  —  dis- 
regarding the  lines  of  demarcation  which  Union-saving  ii*.28:i93; 
Republicans  ostentatiously  drew  between  themselves  and      ^  *  '^' 
the  Garrisoiiians  —  said  the  question  of  disunion  would 
arise  "  if  an  Aboliiiomst  be  chosen  President  of  the  United 
States."    He  entreated  Mississippi  to  mate  ready  for  the 
contest,  and  alter  over  its  old  arms.    He  reported  having 
heard  President  Pierce  say  that  when  a  Northern  army 
should  go  to  subjugate  the  South,  its  first  fighting  would 
be  done  on  Northern  soil.^ 

Davis  took  for  his  text  the  famous  speech  of  Senator 
Seward  at  Rochester,  N.  T.,  on  October  25, 1858,  in  which  £;*. 28:177. 
the  latter  foretold  the  supplanting  of  the  Democratic 
Party  in  power  by  the  Republican,  and  gave  universal 
curreuoy  in  a  happy  phrase  to  the  old  abolition  view  of    Ante.i-.-s^z. 
the  existing  "  Union  " : 

"  Shall  I  tell  you  what  this  coDiMon  [of  two  antagonistie  ays-  uh.  aS :  177. 
terns  eotitinuallj  comii^  into  closer  contact]  means  ?  They  who 
think  that  it  is  accidental,  unnecessary,  the  work  of  interested 
OP  Eaualieal  agitators,  and  therefore  ephemeral,  mistake  tiie  case 
altogether.  It  is  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  opposing  and 
enduring  forces,  and  it  means  that  the  United  States  must  and 
will,  sooner  or  later,  become  either  entirely  a  slaveholding 
nation,  op  entirely  a  free-labor  nation.  Either  the  cotton  and 
rice  fields  of  South  Carolina  and  the  sugar  plantations  of 
Louisiana  wUl  ultimately  be  tilled  by  free  labor,  and  Charles- 
ton and  New  Orleans  become  marts  for  legitimate  merchandise 
alone,  or  else  the  rye-flelds  and  wheat-fields  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  must  again  be  surrendered  by  their  farmers  to 
slave  culture  and  to  the  production  of  slaves,  and  Boston  and 
1  Compare  a  like  warning  on  the  part  of  Pierce's  Attorney-General, 
Caleb  Cuahing,  ia  Faneuil  HhU,  Dee.  9,  1R59,  in  case  Ms  fellow^iitizens  of 
Maaaachnsetta  embarVed  in  "  a  war  of  InTasion  [of  the  South]  for  the  de* 
strucUon  of  the  Union  and  the  Qovemment  of  tlie  Union  "  ^ii6.29: 197). 
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Ch,  Xvih.  New  York  become  once  more  markets  for  trade  in  the  bodies 
ig^g,  and  souls  of  men.  It  is  the  failure  to  apprehend  this  great  truth 
that  induces  so  many  unsuccessful  attempts  at  final  compro- 
mise between  the  slave  and  free  States ;  and  it  is  the  existence 
of  this  great  fact  that  renders  all  such  pretended  compromises, 
when  made,  vain  and  ephemeral." 

At  the  West,  in  June,  Abraham  Lineoln  had  embodied 

the  same  truth  in  the  less  immediately  famous  sentence, 

Aaicp.ifio.  already  quoted,   depicting  the   "house  divided  against 

itself,"  and  prophesying  that  it  would  ultimately  become 

wholly  one  thing  or  the  other.     His  successful  rival  for 

iii.a8;i93.  the  United  States  Senate,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  repudiated 

the  dictum  alike  of  the  statesman  unanimously  predesig- 

nated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  President  in  1860, 

and  of  the  obscure  Illinois  politician  who  was  in  reality 

wusm's     to  stand  and  to  be  elected.     The  logic  of  Lincoln,  he  said 

Faiio/tAe    '•^  Jtily  9,  meant  a  war  of  extermination  directed  against 

^'-^-   the  South. 

573-  Something  more  than  philosophical  reflections  on  the 

tendency  of  the   Union  was  needed  if  the  role  of  the 
North  in  the  great  change  in  prospect  was  to  be  anything 
more  than  passive.    When  Freedom  could  inspire  the 
same  jeEilousy,  devotion,  and  unity —  the  same  passion  — 
as  Slavery,   the  battle   would   bo  over.     Mr.   Garrison 
presented  this  view  with  his  customary  gravity  in  a 
speech  at  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  American 
May  It,     Anti-Slavery  Society  in  New  York  iu  May  r 
185B. 
La.  28 :  S3.        "  First,  a  word  in  regard  to  the  Soath. 

"  There  are  those  who  say  they  do  not  marvel  at  all  that  slave- 
holders are  unwilling  to  part  with  their  slave  property.  Well, 
I  also  think  that  Southern  men  are  behaving  very  much  accord- 
ing to  human  nature  in  its  ordinary  manifestations,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that,  inheriting  an  old  institution,  and  finding  it  sustained  by 
all  that  is  deemed  respectable,  honorable,  and  religious  in  the 
South,  they  feel  that  to  ask  them  to  give  up  their  slaves  is  tanta- 
mount to  asking  the  men  of  the  North  to  give  up  their  houses  and 
lands;  and  he,  surely,  would  be  regarded  as  a  fool  or  a  madman 
who  should  undertake  to  prove  to  the  people  of  the  North  the 
enormity  of  holding  horses,  sheep,  and  swine  as  property,  and 
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should  call  upon  them,  in  tlie  name  of  the  living  God,  to  eease  Cu,  xvill. 
holding  such  as  property.  I  do  not  wonder  that  slayeholders  j^g 
strain  every  nerve  to  perpetuate  slavery.  As  slaveholders,  they 
are  sagaeious,  far-sighted,  and  prompt  to  do  the  very  thing 
that  needs  to  he  done  to  preserve  their  slave-system  intact. 
They  are  not  extravagant  in  any  efEort  they  mate  ;  they  do  not 
employ  one  single  slave-driver  too  many ;  they  do  not  own  one 
superfluous  bloodhound ;  they  have  none  too  many  fettei^  — 
none  too  many  whips ;  they  have  a  slave  code  exactly  adapted 
to  the  necessities  of  their  position- — everything  complete  and 
perfect  from,  begirming  to  end.     .     .     , 

"  Now,  I  say,  if  slavery  is  to  continue,  we  must  have  just  this 
condition  of  things.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  about  the  cruel  treat- 
ment by  slaveholders  of  their  slaves,  while  conceding  the  right 
of  property  in  man.  They  are  not  unnecessarily  brutal ;  they 
do  the  best  they  can  under  the  circumstances. 

"  If,  then,  it  is  to  be  expected  that,  on  Southern  soil.  Southern 
men  will  stand  up  for  slave  institutions,  let  me  ask  you,  men  of 
the  Empire  State,  men  of  the  North,  whether  we  are  not  bound, 
on  our  side  of  the  line,  to  stand  up  as  boldly  and  uncompromis- 
ingly in  favor  of  free  institutions  t  Why  should  we  not  do  so  ? 
And  if  we  are  false  to  our  own  principles  and  professions,  the 
more  shame  to  us. 

"  Now,  throughout  our  mighty  North,  you  know  we  have 
settled  one  thing—  that  slaTery  shall  not  be  one  of  our  institu- 
tions. Not  a  solitary  slave  clanks  his  chains  on  our  Northern 
soil.  We  have  put  an  end  to  chattel  servitude  as  it  once  existed 
among  us.  This  was  well  done,  was  it  not  ?  We  abolished  it 
because  of  its  inherent  injustice  and  immorality ;  because  it 
oould  not  be  defended ;  because  it  was  a  blighting  curse ; 
because  man  was  never  made  to  be  a  slave,  and  freedom  is  the 
inalienable  right  of  all.  If  this  is  so,  then  I  hold  that  they  who 
undertake  to  frame  or  furnish  apologies  in  behalf  of  Southern 
slaveholders,  and  bring  up  objections  against  abolitionists,  are 
not  Northern  men,  but  recreant  to  their  own  principles,  and 
should  migrate  ti^  the  South. 

"  We  are  '  fanatics,'  forsooth!  and  the  nien  who  are  flinging 
this  taunt  at  us  are  the  very  men  who  have,  by  constitutional 
enactment,  in  the  Empire  State  —  throi^hout  the  whole  North 
—  subscribed  to  the  doctrine  of  '  Garrisoniart '  aboUtioaism !  No 
man  is  allowed  to  be  a  slaveholder  here.  Tell  me,  men  of  the 
Empire  State,  why  not?  How  dare  you  pass  a  law  making  it 
penal  for  me  to  take  even  the  very  first  step  towards  making  a 
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Ch.  XVill.  slave  ?  How  dare  you  have  a  law  interfering  with  my  benevo- 
isTe  leace  and  philanthropy,  so  that  when  I  see  a  poor  creature  who 
'  cannot  take  care  of  himself,'  I  may  not  seize  him  and  claim  him 
as  my  property — for  his  good,  of  course  ?  If  you  say,  God  haa 
not  authoriaed  me  to  hold  a  slave  here,  then  I  say,  he  has  not 
anthorized  it  at  the  South,  There  are  not  two  Gods  —  one  for 
the  North,  and  one  for  the  South  —  but  one  God  ;  and  if  he 
makes  it  immoral  to  hold  slaves  at  the  North,  he  makes  it  no 
less  immoral  to  hold  slaves  at  the  South.  Before  you  reject  a 
single  doctrine  I  have  laid  down,  you  have  got  to  burE  every 
Northern  State  Constitution.  I  do  not  transcend  them  a  hair's- 
breadth.  The  only  difference  between  me  and  the  people  of  the 
North  is,  that  I  am  for  a  consistent  and  uncompromising  adher- 
ence to  the  doctrine  they  have  laid  down,  and  they  are  not.  .  .  . 
"I  do  not  wonder  that  the  North  is  driven  to  the  wall,  by  the 
South,  in  this  controversy.  Against  such  glaring  contradictions, 
such  a  shuffling  morality,  the  slaveholder  has  the  ai^ument. 
For  if  you  concede  his  right  to  hold  slaves  on  his  own  planta- 
tion, on  the  ground  of  benevolence  and  ia  consistency  with 
morality  and  religion,  then  he  logically  answers  that  it  cannot 
be  wrong  to  hold  slaves  in  the  Empire  State,  and  slaveiy  ought 
to  be  a  universal  institution.  The  argument,  I  repeat,  is  with 
the  slaveholder." 

T.  w.  Hig~      At  the  same  meeting,  Mr.  Higginson  dwelt  at  length  on 

gtmai.      ^^  ,c  jjg^  element  coming  to  settle  the  question  of  slavery 

by-and-bye  on  the  soil  where  it  exists."    Probably  no  one 

Sanioni's    wto  heard  him  could  read  John  Brown  between  the  lines. 

Srima.pp.    J'^'"-  Higginson  spoke  with  knowledge  when  he  asked  — 

■135.440^7.   "  Is  it  [slavery]  destined,  as  it  began  in  blood,  so  to  endt 

Seriously  and  solemnly  I  say,  it  seems  as  if  it  were." 

At  the  New  England  Convention  in  Boston  on  May  26, 

iMd..fip.     Theodore  Parker  {equally  with  Mr.  Higginson  a  confi- 

^i^ilpii  dant  of  John  Brown,  and  fresh  from  meeting  him  with 

^uhofPar-  ^^  secret  coraraittefe  of  backers  at  the  Revere  Honse) 

*  w"  ■  '*^'    reiterated  his  belief  that  the  time  had  passed  "  when  the 

185B.  '     great  American  question  of  the  nineteenth  centnry  could 

ui.  38:94.    have  been  settled  without  bloodshed."   Mr.  Garrison,  who 

Ante,z:iii.  had  long  since  regarded  a  bloody  solution  as  inevitable, 

'  nevertheless  deprecated  the  deviation   of  abolitionists 

'  from  the  policy  observed  from  the  beginning  ? 
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"  When  the  anti-alavery  eatise  was  launohed,"  he  said,  "  it  lh.  s 
was  baptized  in  the  spirit  of  peace.  "We  proclaimed  to  the 
country  and  the  world  that  the  weapons  of  our  warfaro  were 
not  carnal,  but  spiritual,  and  we  beheved  them  to  be  mighty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  even  of  the  stronghold  of 
slavery ;  and  for  several  years  great  moral  power  accompanied 
our  cause  wherever  presented.  Alas !  in  the  course  of  the  fear- 
ful developments  of  the  Slave  Power,  and  its  continaed  aggres- 
sions on  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  North,  in  my  judgment 
a  sad  change  has  com.e  over  the  spirit  of  anti-slavery  men, 
generally  speaking.  We  are  growing  more  and  more  warlike, 
more  and  more  cKsposed  to  repudiate  the  principles  of  peace, 
more  and  more  disposed  to  talk  about '  finding  a  joint  in  the 
neck  of  the  tyrant,'  and  breaking  that  neck,  '  cleaving  tyrants 
down  from  the  crown  to  the  groin,'  with  the  sword  which  is 
carnal,  and  so  inflaming  one  another  with  the  spirit  of  violence 
and  for  a  bloody  work.i  Just  in  proportion  as  this  spirit  pre- 
vails, I  feel  that  our  moral  power  is  departing  and  will  depart. 
I  say  this  not  so  much  as  an  Abohtionist  as  a  man.  I  believe 
in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  in  sole  aad  absolute  reliance  on 
truth  and  the  application  of  it  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of 
the  people.  I  do  not  beheve  that  the  weapons  of  liberty  ever 
have  been,  or  ever  can  be,  the  weapons  of  despotism.  I  know 
that  those  of  despotism  are  the  sword,  the  revolver,  the  can- 
non, the  bomb-sheU;  and,  therefore,  the  weapons  to  which 
tyrants  cling,  and  upon  which  they  depend,  are  not  the 
weapons  for  me,  as  a  friend  of  liberty.  I  will  not  trust  the 
war-spint  anywhere  in  the  universe  of  God,  because  the 
experience  of  sis  thousand  years  proves  it  not  to  be  at  all 
reliable  in  such  a  atru^le  as  ours.     .     .    . 

"  I  pray  you,  abolitionists,  still  to  adhere  to  that  truth.  Do 
not  get  impatient ;  do  not  become  exasperated ;  do  not  attempt 
any  new  political  oi^anization ;  do  not  make  yourselves 
familiar  with  the  idea  that  blood  must  flow.  Perhaps  blood 
wiU  flow  —  God  knows,  I  do  not ;  but  it  shall  not  flow  through 
any  counsel  of  mine.  Much  as  I  detest  the  oppression  exer- 
cised by  the  Southern  slaveholder,  he  is  a  man,  sacred  before 
me.  He  is  a  man,  not  to  be  harmed  by  ray  hand  nor  with  my 
consent.  He  is  a  man,  who  is  grievously  and  wickedly  tramp- 
ling upon  the  rights  of  his  £eUow-man ;  but  aU  I  Lave  to  do 
with  him  is  to  rebuke  his  sin,  to  call  him  to  repentance,  to 
leave  hira  without  excuse  for  his  tyranny.  He  is  a  sinner 
1  See  Adiii  Ballou  on  this  point,  Jiit.  29 ;  176. 
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Ch.  xviil.  before  God  —  a  great  sinner ;  yet,  while  I  will  uot  cease  repro- 
jgTg  bating  bis  horrible  injustioe,  I  will  let  him  see  that  in  my  heart 
there  is  no  desire  to  do  him  harm,— that  I  wish  to  bless  him 
here,  and  bless  him  everlastingly, — and  that  I  have  no  other 
weapon  to  wield  against  him  bat  the  simple  truth  of  God, 
which  is  the  great  instrument  for  the  overthrow  of  all  iniquity, 
and  the  salvation  of  the  world." 

Peace  seemed  a  proper  theme  for  Mr,  Garrison  when 
occupying  Theodore  Parker's  pulpit  in  Musie  Hall  on 
May  30,  1858,  as  a  substitute : 


Theodore  Parker  to  W.  L,  Garrison. 

Boston,  June  3, 1858. 
My  Deak  Mb.  Garrison  :  I  owe  you  many  thanks  for  stand- 
ing in  my  place  and  preaching  the  able  discourse  of  last  Sunday. 
I  am  glad,  also,  that  you  took  that  theme  on  which  we  probably 
difEer  most ;  for  though  I  don't  think  with  you  thereon,  I  yet 
wish  your  views  to  be  ably  set  forth  before  those  who  listen 
tome. 

Please  accept  the  pecuniary  consideration,  also,  with  the  hearty 
thanks  of 

Tours  faithfully, 

Theodoee  Paekee. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Theodore  Parker. 

14  Dix  Place,  June  3,  1858. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Parker  :  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your 
kind  note  —  so  characteristic  of  your  catholic  spirit  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  an  honest  and  conscientious  difference  of 
opinion.  Be  assured,  if  I  had  supposed  you  would  have  felt 
averse  to  a  religious  presentation  to  your  people  of  my  views  on 
the  subject  of  peace,  I  should  not  Lave  done  so.  Be  true  to 
your  own  convictions,  and  I  will  try  to  be  true  to  mine  —  hold- 
ing the  mind  open  to  receive  any  new  light  that  may  be  shed  in 
any  direction. 

As  to  the  pecuniary  "consideration"  enclosed  in  your  note 
for  my  discourse,  I  retom  it  with  thankfulness  — 

1.  Because  I  never  thought,  and  cannot  think,  of  receiving  a 
farthing  on  that  score. 
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2.  Because  I  informed  your  people  that  I  stood  iu  your  place  ch.  XVI 
as  an  act  o£  friendship,  to  enable  you  to  dispense  "  the  word  "  JTo 
in  a  distant  State ;  and,  therefore,  not  as  a  matter  of  contract. 

And, 

3.  Because,  on  the  score  of  favors,  I  am  still  Tery  much  your 
debtor,  especially  for  your  consoling  services  in  times  of  afOie-   Aiis.p.  2. 
tion  and  bereavement  by  death. 

"May  grace,  mercy,  andjseace"  be  with  you  and  yours,  now 

Yours,  with  high  regards, 

Wm.  Lloth  G-abbibon. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

John  Brown. — 1859. 

Chap.  XIX.   fT^HE  crest  of  time  now  reached  by  the  abolition  move- 

i3^.         J-   ment,  after  the  lapse  of  a  full  generation,  was  the 

Pisgah   outlook  over  the   Promised  Land  of  universal 

emancipation.     Destined  himself  to   descend  into  that 

land,  the  Moses  of  the  little  band  who  had  followed  after 

ui.^-.zj.    the  banner  unfurled  in  1831,  could  see  the  providence  of 

God  singularly  displayed  hitherto  in  the  preservation  of 

the  earliest  and  most  prominent  of  his  associates.    Yet, 

on  the  very  threshold,  the  rants  began   to  thin  with 

Lii.  a8 ;  91.    omiQOus  rapidity.    Ellis  Gray  Loring,  best  of  counsellors 

^«/e,  1:223.  on  the  Massachusetts  Board,  and  among  the  first  and 

Lib.  28 :  86,   trucst  of  Mr.  Garrisoii's  supporters,  had  departed  in  May, 

%:^}     1858.    In  March,  1859,  died  Arnold  Buffum,  one  of  the 

■^■29:42.    founders  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society  and 

aai,  1:280',    signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Sentiments  at  Philadelphia; 

^^'  to  whom  Mr.  Garrison  and  the  cause  owed  much  in  the 

day  of  small  things.    In  September,  1859,  almost  simul- 

ii*.29:i5o.  taneously,  Effingham  L.  Capron  and  Samuel  Philbrick 

passed  away  —  both   birthright  Quakers  (like    Arnold 

Buffum),  and  Capron  a  fellow-signer  of  the  Declaration, 

Anie,i:2'^;   who  first  looked  upon  the  editor  of  the  Liberator  with 

i. 29:150.   j.g^j.g  ^[^g^j.   fQp^a^je  utterance;    Philbrick,  the  prudent 

Lii.ag-.iia.   Treasurer,   almost   to   the    last,   of    the  Massachusetts 

AHie%s^.   Society,  and  financial  care-taker  of  the  Liberator,  and 

generous  friend-in-need  of  Mr.  GJarrison.^ 
ZM.sg-.To.       More  striking  to  the  public  eye,  and  more  untimely,  was 
iovey  in  April,  1859.    Not  a  vet- 
f  KOO  to  Mr.  Garrison  (MS.  Oct.  11,  1859, 
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eran  of  the  thirties,  like  the  foregoing,  he  had  neverthe-  Chap,  xix. 
less  fought  the  good  fight  for  nearly  two  decades  with       i^g. 
unquenchable  ardor  and  utter  devotion.     Qainey,  whose 
character  of  him  has  already  been  quoted,  renewed  his  Ante.p.azo. 
testimony  to  Webh  in  1857 : '"  Hovey  is,  on  the  whole,  the    ms.  Nm. 
best  man  I  know — the  most  thoroughly  conscientious     ^'  ^^^^^ 
and  truly  benevolent  and  rarely  liberal " ;  and  Mr,  6-arri- 
son  bore  witness:  "What  always  impressed  me  was  his    li*.  29:87, 
moral  courage.    I  think  if  there  was  ever  a  man  delivered 
from  '  the  fear  of  man,'  it  was  Charles  F.  Hovey."    In  his 
will  he  not  only  made  specific  bequests  to  certain  anti-   lh.^^:^. 
slavery  laborers,  Mr,  Garrison  included,  but  devised  about 
a  quarter  of  his  estate  for  the  active  promotion  of  the  anti- 
slavery  and  other  reforms.     His  trustees  for  this  purpose, 
clothed  with  absolute  discretion,  were  Phillips,  Garrison, 
S.  S.  and  Abby  K.  Foster,  Parker  PiEsbury,  H.  C.  Wright, 
Francis  Jackson,  and  C.  K.Whipple.   Seeing  the  strongest 
bond  of  the  Union  of  the  States  in  "the  chains  upon  four   ii*.  09:93, 
millions  of  slaves,  with  tyrants  at  one  end  and  hypocrites 
at  the  other,"  he  desired  the  trustees  to  expend  his  be- 
quest "by  employing  such  agents  as  believe  and  practise 
the  doctrine  of  '  no  union  with  slaveholders,'  religiously 
or  politically,  and  by  the  circulation  of  such  publications 
as  tend  to  destroy  every  pro-slavery  institution." 

"  Our  glorious  cause,"  said  Mr.  Grarrison  at  tJie  New  England  May  26, 
Convention,  "has  been  before  this  nation  for  thirty  years,  ^^S9\^-'l'- 
challenging  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  all  classes.  Many  rich 
men  have  died  during  that  time ;  —  men  of  property  are  dying 
every  day,  and  are  making  liberal  bequests  for  charitable  pur- 
poses. But,  mark  yon !  always  for  those  purposes  which  will 
be  sure  to  receive  the  approbation  of  everybody,  but  never  to 
promote  an  unpopular  movement.  So  ealenlating,  timid,  and 
conservative  is  wealth.  Charles  F.  Hovey  is  the  very  first  man 
of  property  who  has  died  and  left  a  large  portion  of  his  means, 
or  any  considerable  am.ount,  to  the  anti-slavery  cause,  or  to 
other  kindred  enterprises.    May  he  not  be  the  last !  "  * 

1 A  letter  of  WendeU  PMUips  to  Francis  Jaeison,  Oct,  9, 1858  (MS. ),  seem- 
ingly relates  to  the  latter's  intention  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  heneflt  of 
f ngltive  slaves  in  his  lifetime,  as  waa  afterwards  effoet^d  in  his  will. 
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W.  L.  Garrison  to  Senry  G.   WrigM. 

Boston,  June  27, 1859. 

Mr.  Phillips  duly  communicated  to  us  the  letter  you  sent  to 
him,  in  which  you  so  gratefully  and  afEectionately  express  your 
feelings  towards  my  dear  wife  aad  myself ;  and  direct  him,  when- 
ever he  receives  the  legacy  left  you  by  Mr.  Hovey,  to  pay  one 
fourth  of  it  over  to  us,  for  our  benefit,  as  a  token  of  your  appre- 
ciation of  our  friendship  and  hospitality.     .    .    . 

Whatever  we  have  done  for  you,  my  dear  friend,  on  tho  score 
of  hospitality,  has  always  been  done  as  to  one  of  the  family, 
without  thought  or  dedre  of  remimeration  at  any  time.  Hence, 
we  are  unwilling  to  consider  the  relation  a  different  one,  by 
receiving  for  ourselves  the  gift  you  propose.  While  we  live, 
and  have  a  roof  over  us,  you  shall  always  find  "  a  home"  with 
us,  ia  health  or  sickness,  in  strength  or  in  helplessness. 

But  your  instruction  to  Mr.  Phillips  is,  that  the  money  you 
proffer  us,  if  declined  by  us,  is  to  be  deposited  in  some  bank  for 
the  benefit  of  Fanny  and  Franky.  As  in  this  case  you  wiUtake 
no  refusal,  we  have  conferred  ti^ether  about  it,  and  our  conclu- 
sion is  to  accept  it  in  trust  —  with  this  proviso,  that  if,  from  any 
unforeseen  misfortune  or  destitution  on  your  part,  you  should 
need  it  at  any  time,  it  shall  be  wholly  expended  for  your  benefit. 
Accordingly,  it  will  be  safely  deposited  in  the  Savings  Bank  in 
this  city,  whenever  received. 

The  legacies  of  our  lamented  friend  Hovey  have  attracted  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  and  made  a  marked  sensation,  in  vari- 
ous quarters.  No  doubt  the  pseudo-religionists  and  heartless 
conservatives  of  our  times  are  much  disturbed  and  chagrined 
in  view  of  their  appropiiation.  Forty  tlxousand  dollars  to  be 
expended  for  the  promotion  of  the  most  radical  and  unpopular 
refqrms !  Did  the  world  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  before !  Is 
it  not  enough  to  throw  all  hunkerdom  into  convulsions  ?  And 
then,  six  thousand  dollars  distributed  among  such  "  fanatical," 
"infidel,"  "  disorganizing  "  persons  as  Henry  C.  Wright,  Parker 
Pillabnry,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  and  "William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and 
their  families !  Venily,  this  is  to  cause  endurance  to  pass  its 
bounds !    It  is  quite  insufferable  ! 

I  am  more  and  more  struck  with  the  moral  courage  and 
deliberate  pm^ose  manifested  by  our  departed  friend  Hovey,  in 
these  bequests.  He  had  a  host  of  friends,  and  many  in  the  anti- 
slavery  ranks  to  whom  he  was  strongly  attached,  and  whom  he 
held  in  the  highest  esteem ;  but  no  other  half-dozen  ia  the  Und 
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■were  so  proscribed  and  denouneed  by  the  scribes  andpharisees  Chap.  XIX. 
and  hypocrites  in  the  Church,  and  by  the  tLtae-servers  and  ,^g_ 
demagogues  ia  the  State,  as  those  to  whom  he  spectflcalty  gave 
in  his  wiil  the  tokens  of  his  respect,  eonfldenee,  and  undying 
friendship.  It  was  his  last  and  most  striking  testimony  of  his 
interest  in  the  most  radical  reformers.  We  were  singled  out  for 
no  other  purpose.    It  was  his  "  ruling  jrassion  strong  in  death." 

It  is  a  great  trust  which  has  been  committed  to  us  —  the 
expenditure  of  eight  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  five  years 
in  the  cause  of  anti-slavery,  woman's  rights,  peace,  temperance, 
etc.i  No  doubt  we  shall  be  bored  with  aU  sorts  of  applicatious, 
from  all  sorts  of  persons ;  indeed,  they  already  begin  to  pour  in. 
But  the  estate  is  not  yet  settled. 

"  Hovey,"  to  quote  Quincy  again, "  is  the  best  Christian    us.  Nov. 
I  know,  though  he  is  a  professing  Infidel.     He  cannot  ^|o,  ^edi. 
stand  Theodore  Parker,  even,"  adds  the  writer  playfully, 
"  and  looks  upon  him  as  not  much  better  than  the  common 
ran  of  infidels."    This  great  preacher  had,  on  the  morning 
of  January  9, 1859,  been  attacked  with  bleeding  from  the    Lii.  29 : 5. 
lungs,  which  admonished  him  that  his  end  was  approach- 
ing.    It  was  a  Sunday  morning,  when  his  sermon  would 
have  been  "  On  the  Superiority  of  Good  "Will  to  Man  over 
Belief  in  Theological  Fancies." 

"  There  is,"  said  Mr.  Garrison,  who  once  more  filled  the  place    ii*,  29 :  11, 
of  the  absent  pastor,  on  January  23,  with  a  discourse  on  "  What  ^^' 

is  Infidelity?  and  who  are  the  Infidels ?"—"  There  is  much 
pious  exultation,  I  hear,  in  various  quarters  at  the  illness  of 
Mr.  Parker,  as  thoi^h  it  were  a  visitation  of  divine  displeasure 
on  account  of  his  alleged  '  infidelity ' }  as  though  it  were  in 
direct  answer  to  the  stupid  and  superstitious,  the  ferocious  and 
malignant  prayers  that  were  made  in  the  Park-Street  Vestry, 
during  the  late  artificial  revival,  that  the  Lord  would  put  a  Ante. p. Ji6s; 
hook  into  his  jaws,  or  paralyze  his  tongue,  or  in  someway  ■'^'*- 30:148. 
break  him  down,  empty  Music  Hall,  and  scatter  his  congrega- 
tion to  the  winds.  .  .  .  There  is  no  such  God  in  the  uni- 
verse. No  —  it  is  not  for  his  '  theological  heresies,'  or  his 
*  pernicious  teachings,'  that  your  beloved  minister  has  been 
stricken  down,  but  for  his  unwearied  zeal  and  devotion  in  the 
cause  of  mental  freedom,  of  religious  liberty,  of  suffering 
i  The  one  unoamed  here  was  free  trade. 
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Chap.  XIX.   humanity,  wMcli  have  overtaxed  his  brain  and  drawn  exhaust- 

j^.         'ngly  upon  his  vital  powers,    ,     .     .     No  matter  who  mayeeeli 

to  disparage  or  reviie  him ;  we  know  Tiim  fvs  one  who  has 

proved  his  love  to  God  by  the  love  he  bears  for  his  fellow-men 

-~  and  every  other  test  is  worthless.    .    .    , 

" '  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  tnow  them.  Do  men  gather 
grapes  of  thorns,  or  flgs  of  thistles  ? '— '  He  that  loveth  not  his 
brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  G-od  whom  he 
hath  not  seen  S ' — '  Which,  now,  of  these  three,  thinkest  thou, 
was  neighbor  unto  him  that  fell  among  thieves  ? '  " 

It  was  quickly  decided  that  Mr,  Parker  must  seek  a 
warmer  climate  for  the  bare  chance  of  recovery,  aud  on 
£^.29133.   February  4  he  sEiiled  for  the  West  Indies. 

W.  L.  Garrison  to  Theodore  Parker. 
MS.  Boston,  January  15,  1859. 

As  an  act  of  friendly  consideration,  I  have  forborne  calling 
to  see  you,  knowing  you  need  to  be  kept  very  secluded,  and' 
rejoicing  to  hear  that  you  are  so  well  guarded  in  this  respect ; 
yet  I  hope  it  may  be  possible  for  me  to  give  you  the  parting 
hand,  and  my  benediction  at  the  same  time,  without  burdening 
you,  before  you  leave  the  city.  Of  that  you  and  Mrs.  Parker 
must  be  the  judge. 

I  shall  try  to  look  wholly  on  the  bright  side,  and  hope  for  the 
best  results  in  regard  to  your  voyage  and  a  change  of  ehmate. 
Life  with  you,  I  am  sure,  is  mainly  desirable  that  you  may 
continue  your  labors  in  the  field  of  humanity,  and  for  the  good 
of  all  mankind.  How  much  you  have  done  for  the  freedom  of 
the  human  mind,  for  the  exposure  of  political  corruption,  for 
ihe  removal  of  theological  error,  for  the  suppression  of  religious 
b^otry  and  superstition,  for  the  overthrow  of  injustice,  for  the 
slave  in  his  fetters,  for  the  prisoner  in  his  cell,  for  the  "  perish- 
ing classes"  of  every  description, it  is  not  for  you  to  know,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  compute.  Tou  have  touched,  quickened,  inspired 
thousands  of  minds,  which  in  their  turn  shall  impregnate  other 
minds  with  generous  and  noble  sentiments,  down  through  the 
centuries  to  come,—  an  ever-widening  circle,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.  "  The  past,  at  least,  is  secure."  What  the  future 
has  in  store,  only  the  Infinite  Father  knows.    His  will  be  done  ! 

I  thank  you  for  the  many  kind  words  you  have  spoken  in  my 
behalf,  and  for  various  acts  of  kindness  done  to  me  and  mine. 
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As  I  have  aotliiiig  to  offer  in  return  but  my  grateful  aeknowl-   Chap.  Xix. 
e^^ments,  I   must  ever  remain  your  debtor.    If,  however,  at        jZ^ 
any  time  or  in  any  way,  I  can  be  of  service  to  you,  it  will  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  perform  it. 


Theodore  Farker  to  W.  L.  Garrison. 

Boston,  January  31, 1859.        MS..pen- 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  very  kind  note,  and  beg  you 
to  come  and  let  me  take  you  by  the  hand  once  more  before 
we  go.  I  eaa't  talk  much,  so  let  me  say  now  a  brief  word 
witi  the  pm. 

I  knew  you  long  before  you  ever  heard  of  me,  and  often 
heard  you  speak  —  never  without  instruction  and  admiration. 
Three  men  now  living  have  doae  New  England  and  the  North 
great  service.  They  are  quite  unlike,  but  all  are  soldiers  in 
the  same  great  cause  — Wm.  L.  Garrison,  Horace  Mann,  and 
K.  W.  Emerson.  You  took  the  most  dangerous  and  difficult 
part,  and  no  soldier  ever  fought  with  more  gallant  hardihood, 
no  martyr  ever  more  nobly  bore  what  came  as  the  earthly 
reward  of  his  nobleness.  The  great  work  of  a  great  man  — 
Himself,  his  character  —  that  is  sure  to  do  its  work  though  his 
special  labors  fail  of  immediate  triumph.  I  am  to  thank  you 
for  what  your  character  has  taught  me  —  it  has  been  a  contin- 
ual Gospel  of  Strength.  I  value  Integrity  above  all  human, 
virtue.  I  never  knew  yours  fail  —  no,  nor  even  falter.  God 
bless  you  for  it ! 

But  it  is  gettiog  late,  and  I  must  write  no  more,  or  Dr.  Cabot       Samuei 
will  ask,  "  What  brought  your  pulse  up  so  high  ?  "    Eemember     Cai^t,  Jr. 
me  kindly  to  your  wife  and  your  children,  to  Mr.  Wallcut,  Mr.  S.  F.  iVall- 
May,  Mr.  Nell,  and  the  Yerrintons,  at  the  office,  and  believe  me  ^ "  ^r^"^' 

Nell.  /.  B. 
and  J.  M. 


Affectionately  and  thankfully  yours, 

Theodore  Pakkee.        w^yc^- 

All  these  losses  to  the  working  strength  of  the  abolition 
body  were  in  the  course  of  nature,  "When  we  turn  to  the 
political  opposition  to  the  Shive  Power,  we  behold  a  wof  ul 
spiritual  falling  off  caused  by  the  approaching  election. 
No  matter  of  what  party  or  epoch,  our  politiolans  have 
alternately  shrunk  and  expanded  as  they  had  or  had  not 
visions  of  the  White  House.  "We  may  liken  them  to  the 
Vol.  m.— 31 
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Chap.  XIX.  fabled  "  spiry  trees  "  that  sprung  from  the  tomb  of  Pro- 
i8^       tesilaus  — 

iVbnii-  "  And  ever,  when  such  stature  they  had  gained 

^Jamtria.  '^^^  Ihum's  walls  were  subject  to  their  view, 

The  trees'  tall  sTimmits  withered  at  the  sight ; 
A  constant  interchange  of  growth  and  bhght ! " 

The  gubernatorial  messages  of  the  three  leading  Repub- 
lican States,  at  the  opening  of  the  year,  gave  dismal  fore- 
boding of  what  would  attend  Republican  successes  in  1860. 
£,  D.  Mor-  Governor  Morgan  of  New  York  proclaimed  the  readiness 
Lii^ai-.e.    o^  that  State  to  submit  if  the  voice  of  the  country  should 
prove  to  be  for  slavery  extension.    The  ambitious  Gov- 
LU.  29;  107.   ernor  of  Ohio,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  "a  political  huckster  who 
hopes  to  carry  his  principles  to  the  Presidential  market" 
iis.agie.     (in  Quiney's  phraseology),  was  silent  on  the  absorbing 
Z.1*, 39:107.  national  topic;   in  Massachusetts,  Governor  Banks,  "a 
Presidential  baby  at  nurse,"  was  equally  dumb.    Later 
on,  both  Chase  and  Banks  prevented  their  respective  leg- 
LH.as-.igg;   islatures  from  passing  laws  such  as  Vermont  had  enacted 
^'^.'^'    to  make  the  trial  or  rendition  of  slaves  impossible  on  her 
£1*.  29;  145.   soil.i    Chase's  successor,  WUliam  Dennison,  taking  the 
stump  on  his  own  behalf  in  the  fall  of  1859,  declared  the 
Republican  Party  a  white  man's  party,  repudiated  for  him- 
self the  name  of  abolitionist,  and  said  he  had  no  desire 
"to  disturb  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  where  it 
exists  under  the  sanction  and  protection  of  State  Law." 

It  was  not  surprising  that,  in  view  of  such  manifesta^ 
tions,  a  portion  of  the  abolitionists,  particularly  those 
whose  labors  in  the  field  hEid  acquainted  them  with  the 

lln  the  Bnmmer  of  1858,  Mr.  Garrison  (in  company  with  the  Bev. 
Samuel  May,  Jr.,  and  the  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston,  pastor  of  tbe  CoTenaQter 
Church  at  Topaham,  Vt.),  made  an  aDti-slavery  tour  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  which  he  had  not  rertsited  since  he  left  it  to  join  Lundy  in  Bal- 
timore (Iiib.  28 :  135.  U6).  These  speakers  urged  the  sending  up  of  petitions 
for  an  auti-slaTe-catchlag  law,  which  were  promptly  heeded  by  the  Legisla- 
ture (Zdb.  29 ;  22).  See  Mr.  Garrison's  cogent  speech  before  the  Massachu- 
setts LegisladTO  Committee  on  behalf  of  a  BimUar  law  on  Fab.  24, 1359  (Iiib. 
29:34).  The  legislators'  oath  to  support  the  V.  S.  Constitution  he  offset  bj 
their  oath  t«  the  State  Constitution,  with  its  Art.  1,  "All  men  are  bom  free 
and  equal,"  etc 
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lack  of  anti-slavery  vitality  in  Republican  communities, 

and  sabjected  them  to  the  abuse  of  Republican  journals,  cf.  ante, 

denounced  the  party  as  the  greatest  obstacle  in  the  path  ^'^'  ^^' 

of  the  slave.    In   their  endeavors  to  commit  the  anti-  ii*.  29:17. 

slavery  organization  to  this  doctrine,  they  encountered 

the  optimism  and  fair-mindedness  of  Mr.  Garrison,  in  dis-  Mss.  Mar. 

cussions  that  led  to  no  little  personal  feehng  and  aliena-  ^'uU^ito 

tion,  which  time  would  make  more  visible.     "As  to  the  ^'%%"f^'' 


party  will  be  proportionate  to  the  character  of  the  people.       fos, 
This  one,"  he  continued,  not  mineing  his  words,  "is  a     jan. 
time-serving,  a  temporizing,  a  cowardly  party,     ■    ,     .    uli, 
a  piebald,  a  heterogeneous  party,  very  diverse  in  the 
constituents  which  compose  it.    It  has  never  professed,  as 
the  old  Liberty  Party  did,  to  be  an  anti-slavery  party.    It 
claims  only  to  oppose  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  it  does 
oppose  it."    It  must  be  measured  by  its  own  standard ; 

"  I  have  not  said  that  they  have  made  it  [the  non-estension  Lii.  a 
of  slavery]  a  vital  principle,  and  declared  that  the  Union  should 
be  dissolved  if  they  were  overcome.  That  is  not  the  issue.  But 
I  say  that,  up  to  that  point,  they  do  carry  out  aU  their  profes- 
sions of  resistance  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  I  hold  that  I 
may  give  them  aU  credit  for  what  they  have  done,  without  at  aU 
compromising  the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  without  at  all  dimin- 
ishing my  right  to  say  to  that  party^'Yon  are  on  a  sandy 
foundation,  after  all;  and  though  you  may  think  you  can  do 
something  for  liberty,  I  believe  you  will  fad  in  the  end.'  The 
EepubUcau  Party  has  certainly  been  consistent  in  its  efforts  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  slavery  ;  it  has  spent  a  vast  amount  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  public  sentiment  so 
as  to  save  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  the  vast  territories  of  the 
West,  from  the  encroachments  of  the  Slave  Power.  Let  the 
party  have  the  credit  of  it.  Why  not  t  I  know  of  nothing  in 
this  anti-slavery  cause  which  justifies  me  in  being  uncharitable 
or  unfair.  Give  to  every  party  its  due ;  and  I  say  that,  up  to 
this  time,  the  Eepubhcan  Party  has  tried  to  prevent  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery,  and  has  suffered  greatly  on  that  aceount.  Tell 
me  that  it  is  to  be  put  in  the  same  scale  with  the  Democratic 
Party — that  party  which  is  ready  for  everything  that  the  South 
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in  the  way  of  extending  and  eternizing  slavery !  How 
a  the  last  Presidential  election  ?  Was  it  nothing  to  the 
credit  o£  the  Republican  Party  that  no  representative  of  John 
C.  Fremont  could  stand  upon  Southern  soil,  except  in  peril  of 
his  life— when  the  whole  party  was  outlawed  in  all  the  South- 
em  States— when  no  electoral  ticket  bearing  his  name  could 
have  been  tolerated  in  Geoi^a,  or  Alabama,  or  Carolina,  or  any 
Southern  State  —  and  when,  if  Henry  "Wilson  had  dared  to  go 
down  South  and  advocate  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  he 
would  have  gone  ttere  as  a,  nian  goes  to  the  grave,  and  never 
■would  have  come  back  to  Massachusetts  alive  ?  When  a  party 
standa  in  that  attitude  to  slavery,  and  slavery  stands  in  that 
relation  to  it,  I  hold  it  is  unfair  and  unjust  to  say  that,  after  all, 
it  is  as  bad  as  the  party  that  goes  all  lengths  for  the  extension 
and  etemiaation  of  slavery.     .     .     . 

"And  yet,  this  being  conceded,  it  does  not  foUow  that  I  may 
not  here,  as  I  do  everywhere,  say  that  the  Republican  Party, 
being  a  compromising  party,  never  will  succeed  in  heading  off 
the  Slave  Power,  and  preventing  what  it  is  laboring  to  prevent ; 
and  I  think  it  does  not  preclude  me  from  saying,  that  to  attempt 
to  mate  a  geographical  distinction  in  regard  to  the  law  of  God 
and  the  rights  of  man,  is  a  great  moral  absurdity,  or  from  say- 
ing to  the  party  that  it  cannot  maintain  its  position  against  the 
inexorable  lo^c  of  the  South ;  for,  granting  that  it  is  right, 
constitutional,  and  proper  to  hold  slaves  in  fifteen  States  of  the 
Union,  the  argument  is  irresistible  that  it  is  right,  constitutional, 
andpropertohold  them  in  the  Territories  also,  and  in  any  addi- 
tional States  that  may  be  brought  into  the  Union. 

"  My  hope  is  in  the  great  Republican  Party  —  not  where  it 
stands,  but  it  has  materials  for  growth.  The  men  who  have 
gone  into  it  are  men  who  have  suffered,  or  lost  caste,  to  some 
extent,  because  they  would  not  go  with  the  Whig  Party  or  the 
Democratic  Party,  in  their  wickedness,  on  the  side  of  the  Slave 
Power.  They  have  something  of  self-respect  and  manhood  left ; 
and  they  have  said : '  We  are  not  prepared  for  disunion  yet ; 
we  trust  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  divide ;  we  will  endeavor  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  that,  in  process  of  time, 
will  bring  slavery  to  an  end.'  I  believe  this  is  a  delusion  ;  but 
to  their  minds  it  does  not  appear  so.  It  is  an  experiment,  and 
they  have  got  to  learn,  as  we  have  had  to  learn,  that  all  compro- 
mising expedients  are  hopeless  as  against  the  domineering  Slave 
Power ;  for  we  ourselves  have  had  to  change  our  position  again 
and  f^aiu.    Twenty  years  ago,  I  thought  I  was  an  abohtionist, 
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but  I  liad  not  then  cleared  myself  from  all  actual  complicity   Chap.  XIX, 

with  slavery,  because  I  had  not  then  seen  to  the  extent  I  now        ,Z^ 

see.    If  any  man  had  said  to  me,  twentyyears  ago  :  *  You  talk 

about  being  an  abohtionist,  do  you  ?  and  there  you  are  voting 

at  the  polls,  and  sustaining  the  pro-slavery  Constitution  of  the 

United  States,'  I  should  have  been  dumb.    I  might  have  said, 

perhaps :   '  I  do  not  comprehend  this ;  I  will  look  into  the 

matter ' ;  but  he,  seeing  exactly  what  was  involved  in  a  vote, 

might  very  properly  have  said :  '  Sir,  you  are  not  a  consistent, 

thorough- going  abolitionist.'    So,  in  the  spirit  of  justice  and 

true  charity,  we  must  confer  with  each  other,  argue  and 

reason  with  each  other,  and  endeavor  to  enlighten  each  other ; 

and  he  who  thinks  his  feet  are  planted  upon  the  solid  rock, 

let  him  say  f<j  those  who  may  be  standing,  in  his  judgment, 

upon  the  sand ;  '  You  cannot  remain  where  you  are  with 

safety ;  here  is  solid  footing ;  come  up  hither,  and  you  shall 

conquer,' 

"  I  am  not  here  to  say  anj-thing  by  way  of  apology  for  the 
Republican  Party ;  it  is  not  my  vocation,  and  1  know  it  not  to 
be  my  duty.  I  have  said  what  I  have  as  a  matter  of  justice. 
The  Eepubhcau  Party  is  true  to  its  idea,  the  non-extension  of 
slavery,  wMle,  at  the  same  time,  its  guilt,  its  awful  guilt,  con- 
sists in  giving  its  consent  and  support  to  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  fifteen  States  of  the  Union,  under  the  constitutional  pro- 
slavery  compromises.  I  have  said  this  again  and  again,  and 
the  party  has  nothing  to  say  in  reply,  and  cannot  or  will  not 
complain  that  I  am  unjust,  or  that  I  utter  an  untruth,  when  I 
say,  that  between  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  slavery 
where  it  is  now  established,  there  is  not  a  hair's-breadth  of  dif- 
ference. That  is,  they  agree  to  let  slavery  alone ;  they  agree  that 
slaves  may  be  hunted  all  over  the  North ;  they  agree  that  slave 
representatives  may  be  permitted  in  Congress ;  they  agree  that 
the  whole  force  of  the  nation  may  be  pledged  to  put  down  a 
slave  insurrection ;  and  to  that  extent  there  is  no  difference 
between  the  parties.  But  in  regard  to  the  component  parts,  the 
men  who  make  up  the  parties,  there  is  a  great  difference.  The 
Republican  Party  is  only  pro  tempore ;  it  is  to  be  broken  up, 
undoubtedly ;  and  the  men  who  compose  it  will,  I  trust,  take  a 
much  higher  position,  and  give,  at  last,  a  firm  support  to  the 
only  rational,  consistent,  and  victorious  doctrine  in  this  confiict 
with  the  demon  of  slavery  — '  No  Union  with  Slaveholders, 
Govemmentally  or  Religiously ! ' " 
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9:85.       The  debate  was  renewed  at  the  New  England  Anti- 
Slavery  Convention  in  May,  but  the  year  gave  promise  of 
being  a  quiet  one  in.  anti-slavery  annals  when  the  setting 
up  of  a  statue  to  Daniel  Webster,  procured  by  private 
subscriptions,   in  the  State-House  grounds,   created  in 
Boston  an  excitement  almost  comparable  to  that  experi- 
enced in  fugitive  cases.     Consistently  with  his  opposition 
i9:+3.    to  Personal  Liberty  laws,  Governor  Banks  had  reeom- 
^'        mended  that  the  Legislature  receive  the  statue  which 
above  all  others  symbolized  Northern  subserviency  to  the 
Slave  Power.    Its  removal,  as  the   special  anti-slavery 
j:i46.   duty  of  the  hour,  was  called  for  by  the  abolitionists  before 
9:146.  it  was  set  up,  and  petitions  were  quickly  put  in  motion; 
,  29;      WendeU  Phillips  attacked  it  in  one  of  his  most  trenchant 
'  ■'■       orations  —  but  without  avail.    A  larger  agitation  was  im- 
10 ;  19,    pending,  and  interest  in  the  brazen  image  of  a  Doughface 
"'*         was  suddenly  transferred  to  the  living  likeness  of  a  Man. 
g:  167;       On  the  night  of  October  16-17, 1859,  John  Brown,  with 
fg'^'    eighteen  companions,  seized  the  United  States  armory 
'^■^'     at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.     Twenty-four  hours  later,  Col. 
Robert  E.  Lee,  despatched  from  Washington  with  a  com- 
pany of  marines,  retook  the  building,  and  found  Brown's 
band  reduced  to  six,  and  the  chief,  a  wounded  and  appar- 
ently dying  prisoner.     The  Liberator  of  October  21  con- 
tained this  brief  editorial  reference  to  an  event  which 
filled  the  South  with   consternation,  and  drove  to  its 
highest  pitch  the  wave  of  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  the 
North : 
9 :  i66.       "  Tie  particulars  o£  a  misguided,  wild,  and  apparently  insane, 
though  disinterested  and  well-intended  effort  by  insurrectdon  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  in  Virginia,  under  the  leadership  of  Capt. 
Brown,  aJiaa  '  Osawatomie '  Brown,  may  be  found  on  our  third 
page.    Our  views  of  war  and  bloodshed,  even  in  the  best  of 
causes,  are  too  well  known  to  need  repeating  here  ;  but  let  no 
one  who  glories  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle  of  1776  deny  the 
right  of  the  slaves  to  imitate  the  example  of  our  fathers." 

Time  has  not  invalidated  this  judgment,  which  was 
passed  before  Mr.  Garrison  could  have  seen  the  New  York 
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ReroMs  report  of  the  interview  between  Brown  on  hk 
pallet,  Senator  J.  M.  Mason  of  Virginia,  and  C.  L.  Vallan- 
digham,  a  Democratic  Representative  from  Ohio.  This 
report  not  only  saved  Brown's  wrecked  enterprise  from 
moral  fiasco,  but  first  made  public  his  real  purpose,  which 
"  insurrection"  did  not  fairly  describe.  On  this  point  Mr. 
Garrison  had  no  secret  information.  His  non-resistant 
views  had  marked  him  as  an  impossible  confidant.  At  the 
Massachusetts  Society's  anniversary  meeting  on  January 
27, 1859,  he  listened  without  suspicion  to  Mr.  Higginson's 
mention  of  Brown's  December  raid  from  Kansas  into 
Missouri — carrying  off  eleven  slaves,  whom  he  conducted 
to  Canada  —  "as  an  indication  of  what  may  come  before 
long" ;  the  speaker  himself  only  alluding  at  that  time  to 
"  [Underground]  Railroad  business  on  a  somewhat  ex- 
tended scale,"  to  use  Brown's  own  words  to  him.  The 
nearest  Mr.  Garrison  had  come  to  accidental  cognizance 
of  Brown's  designs,  was  the  receipt,  iu  June,  1858,  of  a 
letter  from  Sydney  Howard  Gay,  asking  his  good  offices 
with  the  Boston  Kansas  Committee  on  behalf  of  Col. 
Hugh  Forbes  —  known  neither  to  Mr.  Gay  nor  to  Mr. 
Garrison  as  Brown's  "  drill-master,"  whose  betrayal  of 
confidence  had  just  caused  a  year's  postponement  of  the  , 
invasion.  To  a  son  of  Mr,  Garrison's,  his  playmate, 
Francis  Jackson  Meriam,  who  presently  enlisted  under  . 
Brown,  had  vaguely  confided  his  thought  of  embarking 
in  the  adventure  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  few  uncap- 
tured  survivors.  Garrison  first  met  John  Brown,  to  know 
him,  and  face  to  face,^  one  Sunday  evening  in  January, 
1857,  in  Theodore  Parker's  parlors.  He  saw  in  the  famous 
Kansas  chieftain  a  tall,  spare,  farmer-like  man,  with  head 
disproportionately  small,  and  that  infiexible  mouth  which  . 

1  John  Brown  wrote  to  his  wife  from  tho  Jail  in  Cliaclestown,  Va»,  Nov. 
26,  1859;  "I  once  set  myself  to  oppose  a  mob  at  Boston  where  she  [Lu- 
cretia  Mott]  was.  After  I  interfered,  the  police  immediately  took  up  the 
matter,  and  booh  put  a  stop  to  mob  prooeeiiinga.  The  meeting  was,  I  think, 
In  Marlboro'  Street  Church,  or  Hotel,  perhaps  "  [Sanborn's  Life  of  Brown, 
p.  605).  Does  this  point  to  the  dedication  of  the  Marlboro'  Chapel  on  May 
24, 1838  (ante,  2  :  213,  319)  1 
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Chap.  XIX.  as  yet  no  beard  concealed.    They  discussed  peace  and  non- 
1859,       resistance  togetber,  Brown  quoting  tlie  Old  Testament 
against  Garrison's  citations  from  the  New,  and  Parker 
from  time  to  time  injecting  a  bit  of  Lexington  into  the 
controversy,  which  attracted  a  small  group  of  interested 
Mayas,  26.  listeners.    In  May,  1859,  Brown  attended  the  New  Eng- 
Zii.3o:6,    land  Anti-Slavery  Convention  in  Boston,  where  "he  was 
i^an^'^-  heard  to  say,  at  its  conclusion  —  'These  men  are  all  talk; 
'^^['    what  is  needed  is  action  —  action ! ' " 
/.431,  The  non-political  aboHtionists  were  generally  passed 

over  in  the  search  for  Brown's  accomplices  which  imme- 
diately began  after  Harper's  Ferry  —  through  the  Demo- 
Lib.  29: 194.   cratie  press,  and  then  through  the  Senatorial  investigating 
^^'        committee  directed  by  Senator  Mason.    The  Republican 
ta.sq-.vrt.  leaders,  especially  Seward,  for  his  "  irrepressible  conflict," 
'  '' '         were  held  responsible ;  and  their  organs  were  quick  to 
ii*.  29:169,   repudiate  the  connection,  and  to  shift  the  burden  on  to 
the  Garrisonians.    For  the  moment,  their  fears  told  them 
that  John  Brown  had  ruined  their  chances  of  success  at 
the  next  Presidential  election.     In  this  state  of  mind 
Henry  Wilson  came,  on  the  first  tidings  of  the  outbreak, 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Garrison  at  his  home  in  Dix  Place,  and 
departed  with  cheering  assurances  that  what  had  happened 
was  aU  for  the  best. 
To  the  editor,  the  presentation  of  the  news  of  the 
MS,j,ni.    hour  —  the  recording,  "as  fuUy  as  possible,  the  amazing 
tr^'L^au  outpouring  of  public  sentiment,  pro  and  eon,  in  relation  to 
S.J.May.    Joiin  Brown" — seemed,  in  the  stirring  interval  between 
the  ^meute  and  the  executions  at  Charlestown,  of  far  more 
consequence  than  any  extended  comments  of  his  own  — 
had  there  been  room  for  them  in  the  JAberator. 

Lib.  29:170.  "As  to  Capt,  Brown,"  he  wrote  in  his  paper  of  October  28, 
"  all  who  know  him  personally  are  united  in  the  conviction  that 
a  more  honest,  conscientious,  truthful,  brave,  disinterested  man 
(however  misgnided  or  unfortunate)  does  not  exist;  that  he 
possesses  a  deeply  religious  nature,  powerfully  wrought  upon 
by  the  trials  through  which  he  has  passed ;  that  he  as  sincerely 
believes  himself  to  have  been  raised  up  by  God  to  deliver  the 
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Oppressed  in  this  country,  in  the  way  lie  has  ohosen,  as  did     Sanbam's 
Moses  in  relation  to  the  deliyerance  of  the  captive  Israelites ;     j^^il^^ 
that  when  he  says  he  aims  to  1>e  guided  by  the  Golden  Kule,  it  pp.  43;,  441, 
is  no  cant  £rom  his  Ups,  but  a  vital  application  of  it  to  his  own         '^^' 
soul,   'remembering  those  that  are  in  bonds  as  hound  with 
them' ;  that  when  he  afhrms,  that  he  had  uo  other  motive  for 
his  conduct  at  Harper's  Ferry  eseept  to  break  the  chains  of  the 
oppressed,  by  the  shedding  of  the  least  possible  amount  of 
human  blood,  he  speaks  '  the  truth,  the  ■whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth ' ;  and  that  if  he  shall  be  (as  he  will  speedily, 
beyond  a  peradventure)  put  to  death,  he  will  not  die  ignobly, 
but  as  a  martyr  to  his  sympathy  for  a  suffering  race,  and  in 
defense  of  the  sacred  and  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  wiU 
therefore  deserve  to  be  held  in  grateful  and  honorable  remem- 
brance to  the  latest  posterity,  by  all  those  who  glory  in  the  deeds 
of  a  Wallace  or  Tell,  a  Washington  or  Warren.     Read  his  re-       Joseph 
plies  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  by  Senator  Mason      -^"^"^ 
and  others !    Is  there  another  man,  of  all  the  thirty  milhoas  of 
people  inhabiting  this  country,  who  could  have  answered  more 
wisely,  more  impressively,  more  courageously,  or  with  greater 
moral  dignity,  under  such  a  trying  ordeal  ?    How  many  hearts 
will  be  thrilled  and  inspired  by  his  utterances !     Bead,  too,  his 
replies  in  court  with  reference  to  his  counsel !    Where  shall  a   Lib.  29 :  171 
more  undaunted  spirit  be  found  ?    In  vain  will  the  sanguinary 
tyrants  of  the  South,  and  their  Northern  minions,  seek  to  cover 
him  with  infamy :  — 

" '  Courts,  judges  can  inflict  no  brand  of  shame, 
Or  shape  of  death,  to  shroud  liim  from  applause.' " 

And,  on  November  25 : 

"In  recording  the  expressions  of  synapathy  and  admiration   £ri.  29:187 
which  are  so  widely  felt  for  John  Brown,  whose  doom  is  so 
swiftiy  approaching,  we  desire  to  say— once  for  all— that, 
judging  him  by  the  code  of  Bunker  Hill,  we  think  he  is  as 
deserving  of  high-wrought  eulogy  as  any  who  ever  wielded 
sword  or  battle-axe  in  the  cause  of  liberty ;  but  we  do  not  and 
cannot  approve  any  indulgence  of  the  war  spirit.    John  Brown 
has,  perhaps,  a  right  to  a  place  by  the  side  of  Moses,  Joshua,      Cf.  ante. 
Gideon,  and  David ;  but  he  is  not  on  the  same  plane  with  Jesus,       ^ '  ^'^' 
Paul,  Peter,  and  John,  the  weapons  of  whose  warfare  were  not 
carnal,  thoi^h  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds.  But 
the  professedly  Christian  church,  with  all  Christendom,  rejects 
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Chap.  XIX.    our  peaceful  interpretation  of  Christianity,  aud  has  no  right, 
j^g         therefore,  to  measure  him  by  any  higher  standard  than  its 

Lii.  ag:i74-  He  joined  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society  in  recommending  a  wide-spread 
observance  of  December  2,  the  day  on  which  John  Brown 

Zi'i.  =9:194.  was  to  be  hung.  At  the  solemn  Boston  meeting  at 
Tremont  Temple,  presided  over  by  Samuel  E.  Sewall,  he 
was  greeted  with  great  applause  as  he  came  forward  to 
read  Brown's  address  to  the  Court  which  had  sentenced 
him  to  die  for  "  treason  "  to  Virginia,  Every  line  of  this 
address  Mr.  Garrison,  both  from  principle  and  experience, 
was  able  to  invest  with  a  kindred  feeling  of  moral 
elevation. 

Lii.2g:i7S.  "In  the  first  place,  I  deny  everything  but  what  I  have  all 
along'  admitted  —  the  design  on  my  part  to  free  the  slaves.  I 
intended,  certainly,  to  have  made  a  clean  thing  of  that  matter, 
as  I  did  last  winter,  when  I  went  into  Missouri,  and  there  took 
slaves  without  the  snapping  of  a  gun  on  either  side,  moved  them 
through  the  country,  aud  floally  left  them  in  Canada.  I  designed 
to  have  done  the  same  thing  again.i  on  a  larger  scale.  That  was 
all  I  intended.  I  never  did  intend  murder,  or  treason,  or  the 
deatmetion  of  property,  or  to  excite  or  incite  slaves  to  rebellion, 
or  to  mate  inaurrectiou. 

"  I  have  another  objection :  and  that  is,  it  is  unjust  that  I 
should  suffer  such  a  penalty.  Had  I  interfered  in  the  manner 
which  I  admit,  and  which  I  admit  has  been  fairly  proved  {for  I 
admire  the  truthfulness  and  candor  of  the  greater  portion  of  the 
witnesses  who  have  testified  in  this  ease)  ^  had  I  so  interfered 
in  loehalf  of  the  rich,  the  powerful,  the  intelHgent,  the  so-ealled 
great,  or  in  behalf  of  any  of  their  friends,  either  father,  mother, 
brother,  sister,  wife,  or  ohUdreu,  or  any  of  that  class,  and  suf- 
fered and  sacrificed  what  I  have  in  this  interference,  it  would 
have  been  all  right,  and  every  man  in  this  court  would  have 
deemed  it  an  act  worthy  of  reward  ratherthan  punishment. 

"  This  court  acknowledges,  as  I  suppose,  the  vaUdity  of  the 
law  of  God.  I  see  a  book  kissed  here  which  I  suppose  to  be  the 
Bible,  or  at  least  the  New  Testament.  That  teaches  me  that  all 
things  whatsoever  I  would  that  men  should  do  me,  I  shoidd  do 
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even  so  to  them.     It  teaches  me,  further,  to  '  remember  them  Chap.  XIX. 

that  are  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them.'    I  endeavored  to  act  up         ,^ 

to  that  instruction.    I  say,  I  am  yet  too  young  to  understand 

that  God  is  any  respecter  of  persons.     I  believe  that  to  have 

interfered  as  I  have  done  —  as  I  have  always  freely  admitted  I 

have  done  —  in  behalf  of  his  despised  poor,  was  not  wrong,  but 

right.    Now,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  I  should  forfeit  my 

life  for  the  furtherance  of  the  ends  of  justice,  and  mingle  my 

blood  further  with  the  blood  of  my  children,  and  with  the  blood 

of  millions  in  this  slave  country  whose  rights  are  disregarded 

by  wicked,  cruel,  and  unjust  enactments^ I  submit:  so  let  it 

be  done  !  "  * 

From  Mr.  Garrison's  speech  on  the  same  evening,  we 
select  the  passage  distinguishing  himself  from  the  subject 
of  his  eulogy ; 

"  A  word  upon  the  subject  of  Peace.  I  am  a  non-resistant  —  Lib.  29 :  198. 
a  believer  in  the  inviolability  of  human  life,  under  all  eircnm- 
stanees ;  I,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  God,  disarm  John  Brown, 
and  every  slave  at  the  South.  But  I  do  not  stop  there  ;  if  I  did, 
I  should  be  a  monster.  I  also  disarm,  in  the  name  of  God, 
every  slaveholder  and  tyrant  in  the  world.  For  wherever  that 
principle  is  adopted,  all  fetters  must  instantly  melt,  and  there 
can  be  no  oppressed  and  no  oppressor,  in  the  nature  of 
things.  How  many  agree  with  me  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  inviolability  of  human  life  ?  How  many  non-resistants  are 
there  here  to-night?  (A  single  voice— 'I.')  There  is  one! 
Well,  then,  you  who  are  otherwise,  are  not  the  men  to  pointthe 
finger  at  John  Brown  and  cry  '  traitor '—  judging  you  by  your 
own  standard.  Nevertheless,  I  am  a  non-resistant,  and  I  not  only 
desire,  but  have  labored  unremittingly  to  effect,  the  peaceful 
abohtion  of  slavery,  by  an  appeal  to  the  reason  and  conscience 
of  the  slaveholder ;  yet,  as  a  peace  man  —  an  '  ultra '  peace  man 
— ■  I  am  prepared  to  say :  '  Success  to  every  slave  insurrection  at  c/.  Lib. 
the  South,  and  in  every  slave  country.'  And  I  do  not  see  how  -^  3°  =  ?■ 
I  compromise  or  stain  my  peace  profession  in  maMng  that 

1  For  tte  test  of  this  fragment  of  the  address  we  have  followed  Saubam's 
'Life  of  John  Brown,' p.  581,  which  Is  In  aubstantisl  agreement  with  E.  D. 
Webb's  '  Life,'  p.  216.  Some  slight  variationa  may  he  noticed  in  the  con- 
temporary reports  as  pnhlished  in  the  iifterator  (29:175),  in  the  37th  annual 
report  of  the  Ameriean  A.  S.  Society  ('  The  Anti-Slnvery  History  of  the 
John  Brown  Year,'  of  which  C.  C.  Bnrleigh  was  the  author|,  p,  109,  and  in 
the  pamphlet  compiled  by  Thomaa  Drew, '  The  John  Brown  InTaaion '  (Bos- 
ton, 1860),  p.  33. 
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Chap.  XIX.    declaration.    Whenever  there  is  a  contest  between  the  oppressed 
.^  and  the  oppressor,^  the  weapons  being  eqaal  between  the 

parties,— God  knows  that  my  heart  mnst  be  with  the  oppressed, 
and  always  against  the  oppressor.  Therefore,  whenever  com- 
menced, I  cannot  but  wish  success  to  ah  slave  insurrections,  I 
thank  God  when  men  who  believe  in  the  right  and  duty  of 
wielding  carnal  weapons,  are  so  far  advanced  that  they  ■will  take 
those  weapons  out  of  the  scale  of  despotism,  and  throw  them,  into 
the  scale  of  freedom.  It  is  an  indication  of  progress,  and  a 
positive  moral  growth ;  it  is  one  way  to  get  up  to  the  sublime 
platform  of  non-resistance ;  and  it  is  (rod's  method  of  dealit^ 
retribution  upon  the  head  of  the  tyrant.  Rather  than  see  men 
wearing  their  chains  in  a  cowardly  and  servile  spirit,  I  would, 
as  an  advocate  of  peace,  much  rather  see  them  breaking  the 
head  of  the  tyrant  with  their  chains.L  Give  me,  as  a  non-rerist- 
ant.  Bunker  Hih,  and  Lexington,  and  Concord,  rather  than  the 
,      cowardice  and  servility  of  a  Southern  slave -plantation." 

Their  common  human  kindness  and  hatred  of  slavery, 
and  their  Old  Testament  inspiration,  furnish  grounds  for 
an  instructive  parallel  between  Garrison  and  John  Brown. 

£;#.29:j98,  "He  was  of  the  old  Puritan  stock,"  said  the  former  at 
Tremont  Temple ;  "  a  Cromwellian  who  '  believed  in  Gkid,' 
and  at  the  same  time  'in  keeping  his  powder  dry.'  He 
believed  in  '  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon,'  and 
acted  accordingly.  Herein  I  differed  from  him.  But, 
certainly,  he  was  no  'infidel' — oh,  no!     How  it  woiild 

zi3.B9;i77.  tavc  added  to  the  fiendish  malignity  of  the  New  York 
Observer  if  John  Brown  had  only  been  an  '  infidel,'  evan- 
gelically speaking  I"  On  the  other  hand,  Brown  —  in 
virtue  of  what,  unless  of  bloodshed  1  —  became  at  once  a 
hero  to  clergymen  who  had  long  ago  branded  Garrison 
as  an  infidel  because  of  his  non-resistance.  Both  brought 
the  Bible  to  bear  against  slavery ;  but  the  reformer  who 
clung  to  the  Christian  doctrine  of  suffering,  and  laid  the 

Anit.i-.v^.  foundations  of  his  policy  in  non-resistance,  was  reviled 
as  the  offscoTiring  of  earth  by  a  Christian  community. 
Again  by  way  of  contrt^t,  we  cannot  imagine  Garrison, 
in  his  attack  upon  slavery,  going  tinder  assumed  names, 
concealing  his  designs  under  false  pretences,  or  shooting 
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iunocent  fellow-creatures  in  the  dark.    John  Brown  did  Chap.  xix. 

this  because  there  was  a  place  in  his  Christianity  for  war,        j^sg. 

and  such  conduct  is  "  fair  in  war,"     Both  earned  the  name 

of  fanatic,  if  only  one  the  name  of  infidel.     So  far  as 

fanaticism  implies  an  inability  to  see  things  as  they  are, 

or  to  adapt  one's  means  to  one's  ends,  the  epithet  did  not 

apply  to  G-arrison.    Had,  moreover,  the  JAberator  not 

preceded  John  Brown,  the  attempt  on  Harper's  Ferry  not 

only  would  have  seemed  the  height  of  madness,  but  would 

have  made  hardly  a  ripple  on  the  surface  of  American 

pohties  —  exciting  universal  horror  and  reprobation  in 

place  of  sentiments  of  pity  and  esteem.     Had  John  Brown 

been,  in  action,  a  contemporary   of  Lovejoy,  stUl  more 

would  the  Austins  have  said  of  him,  "  He  died  as  the  fool    Lib.  7:202. 

dieth."    "  The  sympathy  and  admiration  now  so  widely 

felt  for  him,"  said  Mr.  Garrison,  "prove  how  marvellous     speechat 

has  been   the  change  effected  in  public  opinion  during    s^annaai 

thirty  years   of  moral   agitation  —  a  change   so  great,     ^^^' 

indeed,  that  whereas,  ten  years  since,  there  were  thousands 

who  could  not  endure  my  lightest  word  of  rebuke  of  the 

South,  they  can  now  easily  swallow  John  Brown  whole, 

and  his  rifle  into  the  bargain.    In  firing  his  gun,  he  has 

merely  told  us  what  time  of  day  it  is.     It  is  high  noon, 

thank  God!" 


.Sa, 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Abraham  Lincoln. — 1860. 

Chap.  XX.   "  T  |  IHE  lamentable  trag:edy  at  Harper's  Perry  is  clearly 
1860.  J-    traceable"  to  the  "unjustifiable  attempt  to  force 

slavery  into  Kansas  by  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compro- 
Vec.  16,      mise."    So  thought  and  wrote,  to  a  New  York  meeting  of 
'4^  205.  '    Union-savers,  ex-President  Fillmore,  in  the  fortnight  suc- 
ceeding the  hanging  of  John  Brown.    It  was  the  historic 
truth;  and  the  work  of  Nemesis  had  but  begun. 

Directly  after  the  attack  on  Harper's  Ferry,  the  South 
initiated  disunion  by  fortifying  itself  against  domestic 
insnn-ection,  both  by  extra  vigilance  and  armed  pohee,  by 
Zi'*.  a9;!ioi,  legislative  measures  to  force  its  free  negro  population 
^ii?3i?'    back  into  slavery  or  into  removal,  and  by  renewed  striu- 
m%^fl,i.   g^iioy  ii  excluding  Northern  Repubhean  papers  from  the 
^s:  30-71.   mails.     Moreover,  the  mobbing  and  expulsion  of  North- 
iM.'sj'.wi,  ern  residents  or  visitors  was  revived  on  an  unparalleled 
30:"  s,  6,'  scale,  so  that  Mr.  Garrison  was  led  to  compile  a  tract  of 
^\l%iy    1^  pages  for  publication  by  the  Hovey  Fnnd,  called  '  The 
^'\M'^'    ^^^  Reign  of  Terror,'  and  printed  and  distributed  by 
thousands.    These  outrages  grew  with  the  aging  year,  and 
Lib.  30: 186.   warranted  a  fresh  compilation  in  November,  when  violence 
1671178,179!  and  suspicion,  with  the  shadows  of  the  impending  civil 
181,183,185.  disruption,  had  brought  about  a  white  exodus  —  when 
ii*.3o:i87,   eveu,  39  in   Georgia,  Northerners  coming  by  sea  were 
'^''        kept  from  landing.    Mr.  Garrison,  himself  still  in  doubt 
whether  the  Southern  menace  of  disunion  was  anything 
zii.3o:i96.  more  than  vaporing  and  bluster,  marvelled  that  the  North 
could  view  tranquilly  —  without  the  least  outward  mani- 
festation   of  feeling  —  this  barbarous  negation   of  the 
commonest  right  of  Federal  citizenship. 
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On  its  face,  however,  the  situation  was  not  so  much  a  Chap.  xx. 
crisis  as  a  rather  flagrant  illustration  of  the  "  glorious        j^ 
Union"  worshipped  hy  all  parties  at  the  North.     For  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  with   Government  sanction,  the  An/ci-.^sB, 
Southern  mails  had  been  closed  to  Northern  ideas ;  with        '''^' 
Government  and  State  indifference,  Northerners  had  been 
lynched  or  driven  out.    The  lapse  of  time  had  left  no 
excuse  for  spontaneous  heat  over  such  trifles,  any  more 
than  over  a  slave-burning  like  that  in  Georgia  in  October,  m.  30 ;  171. 
or  over  the  perennial  fear  of  slave  risings,  such  as  infected  £i«.  29:187, 
the  whole  South  after  Harper's  Ferry,  and  in  the  summer        '^'* 
and  autumn  of  1860  raged  afresh,  so  that,  as  President  Zii. 30:137, 
Buchanan  said,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress,  "a  itsliTili??! 
sense  of  security  no  longer  exists  around  the  f  amUy  altar."  '^^^  'fe''99- 
All  these  things  were  symptomatic,  not  of  disunion,  but 
of  Union. 

A  genuine  sign  of  revolution  was  the  centripetal  move- 
ment of  Southerners,  as  in  the  case  of  the  two  hundred  ij*. 29:206, 
medical  students  in  Philadelphia  who  renounced  Northern     ^^'if " ' 
instruction  and  seceded  to  their  homes.     Governor  Wise 
received  them  at  Richmond  as  precursors  of  the  break-up.    zi*.  3a ;  i. 
The  North  bade  them  good-bye  with  a  smQe  at  their  silli- 
ness, and  turned  an  incredulous  ear  to  the  Southern  echoes 
of  Harper's  Ferry  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.     Had  uot 
Fremont's  possible  election  in  1856  been  made  the  ground  ^Bte,/.435. 
of  threats  of  secession  ?    Why,  then,  pay  heed  to  similar 
talk  now  in  view  of  Seward's  probable  nomination  and 
election  by  the  Eepublican  Party  ?    Henry  Wilson,  in  a 
speech  in  the  Senate  on  January  25,  1860,  put  on  record   lu.  30 :  17. 
what  had  already  been  said  during  the  current  session. 
Two  examples  will  suffice.     Senator  Iverson  of  Georgia   LH. 30:17. 
was  ready  to  lead  away  the  Southern  delegation  on  the 
mere  election  of  John  Sherman  to  the  speakership  of  the 
House  —  a  contingency  happily  averted ;  and  in  any  event   z.«.  30:23. 
saw  "  but  one  path  of  safety  for  the  South,  but  one  mode   lh.  30: 17. 
of  preserving  her  institution  of  domestic  slavery,  andthat 
is,  a  confederacy  of  States  having  no  incongruous  and 
opposing  elements."    The  election  of  a  Black  Eepublican 
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President  would  fnrnisli  the  occasion.    In  the  House, 

Lii.yi-.ty.  SiugletOD  of  Mississippi  declared  he  would  never  suffer 
the  army  and  navy  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  such  an 

ii*.  3o;i7,  Executive  (with  control,  too,  as  Governor  Letcher  of  Vir- 
^^'         ginia  added,  of  the  judiciary  and  the  post-offices).     His 

zii.go:  9  advicc  to  his  own  State  was :  "  The  sooner  we  get  out  of 
the  Union,  the  hetter.  ...  A  gallant  son  of  the  South, 
Jefferson  Davis,  led  our  forces  into  Mexico,  and,  thank 
Grod !  he  still  lives,  perhaps  to  lead  a  Southern  army." 

Ante.fi.^f^;      Davis,  In  spite  of  his  having  repeatedly  pledged  him- 

ui.  30:17.  gg-^j  ^  disunion  in  case  of  Republican  success,  was  the 
favorite  "standard-hearer  in  1860"  with  the  more  be- 
sotted Democrats  of  the  North.  And  even  as  Singleton 
was  nominating  him  commander-in-chief  of  a  Confederate 

Jim.  6,  i860,  army,  Davis  was  reading  a  letter  from  ex-President  Pierce, 
marking  Tiim  as  "  the  coming  man  "  for  the  national  Dem- 
ocratic nomination,  and  confirming  the  writer's  old  assur- 

Anie,  p.  469.  ance  that  a  civil  war  would  not  rage  solely  on  the  border : 

Indipendmi       "Withont,"  said  the  ex-Preeident,  "discussitig  the  question 
r'""^N    ^^  right— of  abstract  power  to  secede,  I  have  never  believed 
H..  Sept.  '   that  actual  dismptiou  of  the  Union  can  occur  without  blood. 
J^^^j     And  if,  through  the  madness  of  Northern  abolitionism,  that  dire 
Am.Cmifiiit,   calamity  must  come,  the  fighting  will  not  be  along  Mason's  and 
ij*  M  VcS    Dison's  line  merely :  it  [will]  be  within  om:  own  borders,  in  om: 
own  streets,  between  the  two  classes  of  citizens  to  whom  I  have 
referred.    Those  who  defy  law  and  scout  constitutional  obliga- 
tions, will,  if  we  ever  reach  the  arbitrament  of  arms,  find  occu- 
pation enough  at  home." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  acknowledged  "  coming  man  " 
of  the  Republican  Party,  'WiUiam  H.  Seward,  doubtless 
well  content  to  have  been  absent  in  Europe  during  the 

z.f*.  30:3,  John  Brown  excitement,  landed  in  New  York  on  Decem- 
ber 27,  1859,  to  the  sound  of  guns  in  the  City  Hall  park, 
and  made  a  triumphal  progress  to  his  home  in  Auburn. 

m.  30:  II.  Besuming  his  place  in  the  Senate,  where  he  was  shunned 
by  his  virtuous  Southern  colleagues,  he  made  his  first 
manifesto  in  a  speech  on  his  bill  to  admit  Kansas.  Instead 
of  proclaiming  afresh,  with  all  the  force  of  the  latest  evi- 


li  Lib. 


J  by  Google 


^T.  55.]  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.  497 

dence,  the  irrepressible  eonfliet,  be  argued  that  there  was 
no  need  of  eollision.  Instead  of  justifying  his  Rochester  Anti,t.i,^. 
speech  with  John  Brown,  he  repudiated  him  and  justified 
his  punishmeiit.  Instead  of  pointing  again  to  the  inhe- 
rent antagonism  of  slave  and  free  society,  he  talked  softly 
of  "capital"  (slave)  and  "labor"  (free)  States,  and  of  the 
wise  arrangement  which  assigned  to  each  the  exclusive 
care  of  its  own  institutions.  The  Constitution  was  no 
longer  to  be  viewed  as  the  leash  of  two  irreconcilable 
social  systems,  but  as  a  structure  consisting  of  composite 
marbles,  equally  serviceable  to  the  edifice,  but  in  hue  ap- 
pealing to  different  tastes.  The  Republican  Party  was 
not  sectional,  but  was  truly  a  Union  party ;  its  motto 
(Webster's  reversed,  with  a  vengeance!)  "Union  and 
Liberty  "  —  i.  e.,  Union  before  Liberty.  It  was  not  a  prop- 
agandist of  negro  equality  —  witness  the  free  States;  it  lh.so-.^s. 
was,  therefore,  a  white  man's  party. 

Such  was  Seward's  bid  for  the  Presidency,  seduced  by 
that  which  led  to  Webster's  fall.  Calculating  and  heart- 
less, Mr.  Garrison  found  it,  proceeding  from  a  statesman  tji.  30:38, 
whom,  in  spite  of  rare  intellectual  and  rhetorical  gifts, 
he  had  never  regarded  "as  other  than  the  incarnation  of 
political  circumspection  —  cold  in  blood,  cautious  in  ac- 
tion, whoUy  indisposed  to  anything  like  '  ultraism '  in  any 
direction." 

"  Speaking  defensively  for  the  Republican  Party,  Mr.  Seward  ii*.  30: 3B. 
says:  'I  feaow  of  only  one  policy  which  it  has  adopted  or 
avowed  —  namely,  the  saving  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  if  possible,  by  constitutional  and  lawful  means,  from 
being  the  homes  for  slavery  and  polygamy.'  When  or  where 
that  party  has  made  any  distinctive  issue  with  poly^my,  more  A?i(e.  f,s76. 
than  the  Democratic  Party,  we  do  not  know ;  the  statement  is 
obviously  made  for  popular  effect.  '  Only  one  pohey ' — not  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  it  now 
exists  by  the  consent  and  approval  of  Mr.  Seward  and  his  party ; 
not  the  abolition  of  the,  revolting  domestic  slave  trade ;  not  the 
repeal,  or  even  modification,  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law ;  not  the 
prohibition  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  Territories  —  but  only  to 
save  them,  if  possible,  from  its  establishment  upon  their  soil; 
Vol.  III_32 
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.  so  that  if  they  determine  not  to  incorporate  it  into  tiieir  State 
organizations,  tlieir  wishes  shall  be  consulted — which  is  to 
leave  no  issue  in  Congress  at  all ;  for  we  see  no  intimation  in 
this  speech  of  any  purpose  or  wish,  by  the  Eepubhcan  Party, 
to  resist  the  admission  of  any  new  slave  State  into  the  Union. 
And,  indeed,  how  can  that  party  make  any  such  resistance,  on 
conscientious  grounds,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  seeing  it  gives 
its  sanction  and  support  to  fifteen  slave  8ta1«s  already  in  the 
Union?  In  fact,  that  party  has  virtually  yielded  to  the  atro- 
cious dognia  of  '  popular  sovereignty,'  as  inenleated  by  Senator 
Douglas ;  being  willing,  Uke  himself,  that  the  people  of  every 
Territory  should  decide  in  favor  of  slavery,  or  against  it,  for 
themselves,  and  only  asking  that  they  may  be  allowed  entire 
freedom  of  choice." 

At  the  most  interesting  and  exciting  epoch  of  his  thirty 
years'  warfare,  Mr.  G-arrison  was  disabled  ty  a  compli- 
cated bronchial  disorder  from  undertaking  his  customary 
share  of  public  speaking.  At  the  close  of  1859,  he  was 
put  under  medical  prohibition,  and  a  journey  abroad 
,  seemed  desirable,  and  was  even  planned  for  the  coming 

■  spring.  When  that  season  arrived,  an  appointment  for 
the  summer  had  been  made,  but  also  some  relief  had  come 
of  abstinence,  and  the  trip  was  finally  abandoned ;  a  recre- 
ation with  his  family  among  the  White  Monntains  in 

■  August  being  snbstituted.  But  throat  and  lungs  and  a 
slow  fever  confined  him  still,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  to  home  and  Boston.  He  wrote  but  little  for  the 
Liberator,  for  this  reason  and  because  he  had,  since  1857, 
hada  very  active  editorial  assistant  in  Charles  K.  Whipple ; 
btit  above  all  because  the  mighty  movement  begun  by 
him  now  swept  irresistibly  along  without  the  need  of  any 
man.  "  Though  the  end  is  not  yet,"  he  said  in  his  salu- 
tatory to  the  thirtieth  volume  of  the  Idberator,  "  surely  it 
cannot  be  far  distant  —  for  the  '  battle  waxes  to  the  gate,' 
and  all  the  signs  of  the  times  are  indicating  that  a  great 
revolution  is  at  hand."  He  pressed  forward  the  renewal 
of  the  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for  alaw  to  make  slave- 
catching  impossible  in  Massachusetts,  and  addressed  the 
Committee  to  whom  they  were  referred,  and  who  again 
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disappointed  his  hope,  rather  than  his  expectation.  He  £^.30:50. 
knew  that  so  long  as  the  Republican  Party  continued  its 
professions  of  loyalty  to  the  existing  Union,  it  was  to  be 
neither  followed  nor  trusted.  He  so  declared  in  resolu- 
tions which  he  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  January,  1860,  and  jiw.  26, 27. 
of  which  we  quote  textuaUy  the  following : 

"13.  Resolved,  That  tJie  acme  of  impudence  and  profligacy  iii.  30:18. 
is  seen  in  the  constant  accasation  of  the  Republican  Party,  by 
the  Democratic  leaders  and  oi^ans,  as  disloyal  in  spirit,  if  not 
in  action,  to  the  Union  —  at  the  very  moment  lhe>/  are  threaten- 
ing to  rend  it  asmader,  and  overturn  the  Government  by  force, 
if  a  majority  of  the  voters  shall  choose  the  Republican,  instead 
of  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency—  thus  proving 
themselves  to  be  a  most  desperate  faction,  full  of  treasonable 
intentions  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  have  their  own  way. 

"13.  Resolved,  That  we  are  ready  to  certify  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  never  even  menaced  the  existence  of  the  Union 
in  any  contiDgency ;  and  that,  of  all  the  political  parties  that 
have  yet  been  organized  in  this  comitry,  none  has  ever  sur- 
passed the  Republican  Party  in  its  slavish  subserviency  to  the 
Union ;  for  while  it  is  outlawed  in  all  the  South,  and  can  neither 
hold  meetings  nor  nominate  candidates  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  whUe  neither  Mr.  Seward,  nor  Mr.  Sumner,  nor  any 
other  of  its  prominent  men,  is  permitted  freedom  of  speech 
south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Une,  it  is  still  insanely  engaged 
in  glorifying  the  Union,  and  piecing  itself  to  frown  upon  aO 
attempts  to  dissolve  it." 

Though  no  member  of  the  Republican  Party  oouM 
escape  this  just  condemnation,  subserviency  was  in  some 
merely  a  logical  attitude.    While  Governor  Banks  vetoed    £13.30:10, 
a  revised  code  of  Massachusetts  rather  than  tolerate  the         ^' 
omission  of  the  word  wMte  from  its  mUitia  law,  and  re- 
vetoed  the  bill  introduced  and  passed,  as  a  separate  meas-  zi^.  30:43, 
ure;   whUe  Seward,  equally  with  Douglas,  dodged  the   £,-/^':,i 
vote  on  imprisoning  Thaddeus  Hyatt  for  refusing  to  tes-     ^  ^^■ 
tify  before  Mason's  Harper's  Ferry  investigating  com-    1B60,  '.s.  >. 
mittee,  other  Republican  Congressmen  were  true  to  their     w.L.  h. 
anti-slavery  integrity.     Sumner,  by  the  introduction  of 
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petitions  for  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  Henry 
WUson,  by  his  bill  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  ■ 
the  slave  trade;  but  especially  Owen  Lovejoy,  inviting 
by  his  speech  of  April  5  the  late  of  his  martyr  brother, 
redeemed  the  Republican  Party  from  the  stigma  of  uni- 
versal cowardice.  "  If  slavery  is  right  in  Vii^nia,"  said 
Lovejoy,  "it  is  right  in  Kansas" — words  of  whose  full 
logic  he  stopped  short,  indeed,  but  which  confirmed  the 
Soath  in  its  habit  of  identifying  the  Republicans  with 
the  abolition  propagandists.  "  The  fault  I  find  with  the 
Republicans,"  said  Wendell  Phillips  at  New  York  in  May, 
with  a  special  reference  to  Mr.  Seward,  "  is,  that  they  are 
such  children,  that  they  are  such  infants,  as  to  soppose 
that,  with  their  past  behind  them,  and  with  their  future 
looking  out  of  their  eyes,  the  slaveholder,  or  the  abolition- 
ist either,  behoves  the  lies  that  they  call  speeches."  i 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1860,  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  met  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  or,  in  other  words, 
in  the  one  city  of  the  Union  where  the  local  feeling  and 
influence  would  contribute  the  utmost  possible  to  a  pro- 
Southern  determination  of  the  candidates  and  destinies 
of  the  party.  The  Convention  at  onee  came  under  the 
municipal  law  of  the  "pecuhar  institution"  which  for- 
bade the  military  band  brought  from  New  York  to  play 
after  ten  o'clock  at  night  in  the  streets,  since  its  drums 
might  be  mistaken  for  the  dread  alarm-signal  of  a  slave 

1  Willian)  Pinkney  of  Mwyland,  addressing  the  U.  S.  Senat*  on  April 
15, 1830,  on  the  admisaion  ot  Miasouri,  and  repelling  the  intimatioii  that  the 
slsve  States  ilid  not  poBsess  "  a  republican  form  of  govemnient,"  as  guar- 
anteed  by  the  GonstitutdoD,  aaked:  "Do  gentlemen  perceive  the  conse- 
quencea  to  which  their  argamenta  must  lead  if  they  are  of  any  value  1  Do 
they  reflect  that  they  lead  to  emancipation  in  the  old  United  States,  or  to 
an  eicIuaioD  of  Delaware,  Maryland  and  all  the  South,  and  a  great  portion 
of  the  West,  from  the  Union  1  .  .  .  They  have  no  digpoeition  to  meddle 
with  slavery  in  the  old  United  States.  Perliaps  not  — but  who  ahall  an- 
awer  for  their  aueoesaors  1  ...  It  ia  the  natural  ofBce  of  eueh  a  prin- 
ciple to  wrestle  with  slavery  wheresoever  it  finds  it "  ( '  Library  of  Am.  Lit- 
erature,' * :  188).  This  reasoning  was  applicable  to  the  EepubUiana  iu  1860 ; 
the  sentiment  which  was  hostile  to  the  eitenslon  of  slavery  into  the  Ter- 
ritories, could  not  rest  quiet  while  slavery  existed  anywhere  in  the  Union. 
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rising.     Other  conditions  had  heen  sought  to  be  imposed  chap.  xx. 
by  the  cotton  States.     Months  before,  the  Alabama  Legia-        i^. 
lature  had  warned  the  South  not  to  commit  itself  to  a   £i*.3o:i3. 
Presidential  candidate  who  denied  the  equal  right  of  slave 
property  in  the  Territories,  and  to  enter  no  Convention 
not  pledged  to  this  doctrine  in  advance.     For  ten  days, 
amid  scenes  of  turbulence  and  passion  unparalleled  in    Lib.^-.yo. 
American  political  history,  the  battle  raged  over  this 
point.     Both  wings  of  the  party  were  agreed  in  reaffirm- 
ing the  Cincinnati  platform  of  1856,  in  denouncing  the 
Personal  Liberty  laws  of  the  North,  in  demanding  the 
annexation  of  Cuba  —  which  meant  simply  the  revival  of 
the  slave  trade.^    The  fire-eaters,  however,  called  for  Fed- 
eral protection  of  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  the  Terri- 
tories, while  the  Douglas  faction  wished  to  relegate  the 
question  to  the  Supreme  Court.    The  latter  triamphed, 
and  the  fire-eaters  bolted  the  Convention,  which,  in  default 
of  any  nominations  after  fifty-five  ballots,  was  adjourned 
to  Baltimore. 

"I  feel,"  said  Mr,  G-arrison,  to  his  fellow-members  of  the  Z;*. 30:77. 
American  Anti-Slavery  Society  at  New  York  on  May  8,  "  an 
'  irrepressible '  desire  to  congratulate  you.  all  upon  the  trium- 
phant progress  of  the  '  irrepressible  conflict '  in  all  parts  of  our 
country.  In  the  free  States,  undeniably,  the  eonfliet  is  going  on ; 
and  may  I  not  say  that  in  all  the  slave  States  it  is  going  on,  with 
even  more  vehemence  and  zeal  than  among  ourselves  ?  For 
at  last  even  the  invincible  Democratic  Party  have  been  reached ; 
and,  by  the  power  which  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  it 
through  the  anti-slavery  agitation,  thant  God  1  that  party  is  no 

1  Mc.  Gaulden,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Georgia,  apoke  openly  (and 
humorously)  on  May  1  in  iavor  of  this  rsvival,  without  which,  he  said,  it 
would  be  impassible  to  oolomie  new  slaTO  States  except  by  depleting  the 
old  ones  and  ihcowing  them  into  the  ranks  ot  the  North,  The  African 
slaye  trade,  he  insisted,  was  mnch  more  moral  than  that  of  the  slave- 
breeders  in  Virpnia,  who  trafaetetl  cot  in  the  heathen  raw  product,  but  in 
the  manufaatored  article — in  ciriliaed  and  Christian  men  !  (Idh.  30  ;  77.) 
At  thia  time  the  participation  of  American  ships  in  slave  rentnres  for  Cuba 
and  the  Southern  U.  S.  seaboard  was  assuming  flagrant  proportions  ILib. 
30 :  83, 103,  15S,  167),  though  the  Episcopal  Convention  in  New  York  on 
Sept.  27  was  much  scandalized  by  John  Jay's  proposing  a  resolution  con- 
demning the  trade  (Lib.  30  ;  158). 
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Chap.  XX.  longer  a  unit  in  belialf  o£  slavery;  it  haa  been  divided —  I  trust, 
1860.  never  again  to  be  united  by  any  compromise  whatsoever  with 
the  Slave  Power.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most  striking 
proofs  of  the  cheering  progress  of  the  movement  in  which  we  are 
engaged  that  have  yet  been  given  to  us.  Only  think  of  it !  The 
party  which  has,  for  so  many  years,  cried  out,  '  There  must  be 
no  agitation  on  this  subject,'  is  now  the  most  agitated  of  all  the 
parties  in  the  country !  The  party  which  declares  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  any  sectionalism  as  against  slavery,  has  now 
been  sundered  geographically,  and  on  this  very  question !  The 
party  which  has  said,  '  Let  discussion  cease  for  ever,'  is  busily 
engaged  in  the  discussion,  so  that,  jKissibly,  the  American  Anti- 
■  Slavery  Society  might  adjourn  sine  die,  after  we  get  through 
with  our  present  meetings,  and  leave  its  work  to  be  carried  on 
in  the  other  direction !  The  party  which  says  that  anii-slavery 
must  be  put  down  in  this  country,  is  itself  divided,  discomfited, 
and,  I  beheve,  overthrown.  '  Oh,  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord, 
for  he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.'  '  To  bim  that 
overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sea ;  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever  ! ' " 
Mirr  17,         A  week  later  the  Republican  National  Convention  met 

'  30:83'  *  in  Chicago,  and  incorporated  in  its  platform  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  (with  a  mental  reservation)  —  resolv- 
ing also  against  all  schemes  o£  disunion  from  any  quarter 
(as  if  equally  censurable),  in  favor  of  State  rights,  and 
against  John  Brown  or  Border-Ruffian  invasions ;  against 
Judge  Taney's  doctrine  that  the  Constitution  carried 
slavery  into  the  Territories ;  against  the  re-opening  of 
the  slave  trade.  To  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  no  allusion.  In  the  vote  for  candidates,  to 
the  infinite  surprise  of  the  Eastern  States,  to  the  grief 
even  of  many  abolitionists,  the  prize  of  leadership  was 
denied  to  William  H.  Seward  and  given  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  of  Illinois. 
Lii.  yi;  102.  On  the  18th  of  June,  the  dismembered  Democratic  Con- 
vention, attended  and  watched,  vrithout  participation,  by 
the  cotton-State  delegates,  met  at  Baltimore  and  nomi- 
nated Stephen  A,  Douglas  for  President.    A  secession 

juKcis.     followed,  and  a  rump  convention  nominated  John  C. 
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Breckinridge  of  Kentucky  as  the  "regular"  Democratic  chap.  xx. 


The  triumph  of  the  Republican  Party  was  now  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,  and  all  eyes  were  turned  in  scrutiny  upon 
Lincoln.  To  the  country  at  large  he  was  an  obscure,  not 
to  say  an  unknown  man.  His  visit  to  New  England  in  the 
f^  of  1848,  when,  during  the  Congressional  recess,  he  took 
the  stump  for  Zachary  Taylor,  had  made  no  impression.^ 
"Who  is  this  huckster  in  politics?"  asked  "Wendell 
Phillips  at  the  New  England  Convention  on  May  30,  LU.^-.Sg. 
"  Who  is  this  county-court  advocate  1  "Who  is  this  who 
does  not  know  whether  he  has  got  any  opinions  [about^ 
slavery]  P  It  fell  to  Mr.  Phillips,  unhappily,  to  give  the 
cue  to  the  abolitionists  concerning  Mr.  Lincoln.  Such 
examination  as  he  bestowed  on  the  lUinois  lawyer's  brief 
Congressional  career  caused  bim  to  misinterpret  and 
unjustly  characterize  a  measure  of  Lincoln's  intended  to  j™.  lo. 
effect  abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  aecom-  '^^.'™'*' 
panied  by  what  seemed  a  necessary  provision  for  the  sur- 
render of  fugitive  slaves — else  had  the  District  become  a 
refuge  for  them  from  the  adjoining  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  from  the  whole  seaboard.  Singling  out  this 
provision,  Mr.  Phillips  published  in  the  Liierator  of  June  m.^a-.^. 
22, 1860,  a  stinging  article,  headed,  "Abraham  Lincoln, 
the  Slave-hound  of  Illinois,"  and  beginning :  "  We  gibbet 
a  Northern  hound  to-day,  side  by  side  with  the  infamous 
Mason  of  Virginia."  Mr.  Garrison  very  reluctantly  ad-  j.M.Mascm. 
mitted  both  the  caption  and  the  text  (of  the  justice  of 
which  he  had  no  means  of  forming  an  opinion),  and  only 
in  consideration  of  the  article  being  signed.  Mr.  Lincoln 
did  not  lack  defenders,  and  in  the  end  Mr.  Phillips  pro-  zi*. 30:115. 

lAt  Worcester,  Mass,,  on  Sept.  13,  1848,  lie  repealect  Mr.  Webster's 
remark,  that  the  nomination  oC  Van  Buren  by  a  profesisedly  antd-alavery 
party  was  either  a  trick  or  a  joke ;  and  declared,  on  hia  own  acccoint,  that, 
"of  the  three  parties  then  asking  the  confidence  of  the  country,  iie  new 
one  had  less  of  principle  than  any  other,  adding,  amid  shouts  of  laughter, 
that  the  recently  constructed,  elastic  FreonSoil  platform  reminded  him  of 
nothing  so  much  as  the  pair  of  trousers  offered  for  sale  hyaTankee  pedlar, 
which  were  'large  enough  for  any  man  and  small  enough  for  any  hoy'" 
(B.  C.  Wlnthrop,  Jr.'s,  'Memoirof  David  Sears,' p.  16). 
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Lii.so-.ios.  dneed   a  transcript  of  the  bill.     Lincoln's  debates  with 
'^' '    ■     Douglas  in  1858  were  next  overhaiiled  by  the  abolition- 
ists, with  a  not  unfair  emphasizing  of  expressions  which 
showed  how  far  the  Wtig  Republican  then  was  from 
acknowledging  the  brotherhood  of  man,  or  from  objecting 
Zi3.3o;i66.  to  the  Dred  Scott  decision  because  of  its  disfranchising 
Anie.p.^70;  the  free  blacks.    His  anticipation  of  Seward's  "  irrepres- 
'  -3o->o2'  g^^^g  eonfliet"  was  qniekly  pointed  out  in  mitigation  — 
proof  of  his  statesmanship  if  not  of  his  humanity. 

The  language  of  his  present  supporters,  even  more  than 
his  own,  furnished  ground  of  abolition  distrust  of  Lincoln. 
ij*,3o:i45.  The  Boston  Advertiser  said  that  to   elect  him  was  the 
'■* "        shortest  way  to  repeal  the  Massachusetts  Personal  Lib- 
erty Law  —  an  end  for  which  the  Republican  press  of  the 
Zi*.3o:i45,   state  strove  both  before  and  after  the  election.    More- 
,1(19,190,   ^^^^^  j^  Lincoln's  own  State,  so  cowardly  were  the  Repub- 
licans that,  Mr,  Seward  chancing  to  be  iu  Chicago,  and 
having  recovered  his  tone  in  a  late  visit  to  Kansas,  so 
z.ii.3o:i6i.   as  to  be  able  to  reaffirm  the  "irrepressible  conflict,"  the 
£1^,30:165.  party  managers  wanted   their  torchlight  procession  to 
avoid  passing  his  hotel !     In  the  same  city,  Mayor  John 
ia,3o:i6s,'  Wentworth  having  helped  pay  the  fine  of  men  impris- 
'^'-        oned  for  aiding  a  fugitive  to  escape,  and  presided  at  a 
if*. 30: 177.  public   deliverance  meeting,   "The  party  is  crushed!" 
was  heard  from  the  andience ;   "  Lincoln  is  defeated ! " 
"  Long  John  is  playing  thunder  with  us ! "    "  Long  John 
has  gone  over  to  Douglas ! " 

The  Higher  Power  at  the  helm  of  affairs  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  such  trivialities.     The  October  State  elections  in 
£1^.30:163,   Pennsylvania,  Oiiio,  and  Indiana,  following  those  in  New 
'*^-        England,  clearly  foreshadowed  the  result  of  the  national 
£ji.3o:if,3.   contcst.    "Will  the  South  be  so  obliging  as  to  secede 
from  the  Union  ? "  asked  Mr.  Garrison.    And,  "  I  salute 
iji.  30-175.  your  Convention  with  hope  and  joy,"  he  wrote  to  his 
N.R.jofai-  friend  Johnston  In  Vermont,  on  October  15.     "All  the 
"™-        omens  are  with  us.   Foewabd  ! "   On  the  sixth  of  Novem- 
ut,  30:17s.  ber,  Lincoln  was  elected  by  the  vote  of  every  Northern 
State  save  one ;  and  that  array  of  the  North  under  one 
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banner  and  the  South  under  an  opposing  banner  foreseen  Anti.p.  B7. 
by  Mr.  Garrison  in  1843  —  with  the  issue  sure,  whether 
prudence  or  desperation  ruled  the  counsels  of  the  Slave 
Power  —  at  length  came  to  pass.  "  For  the  first  time  in 
our  history,"  said  WendeR  Phillips, "  the  slave  has  chosen  La.  30: 1S4. 
a  President  of  the  United  States.  .  ,  .  Liucola  is  in 
place,  Garrison  in  power." 

The  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  after  the  October 
handwriting  on  the  wall,  had  called  an  extra  session  of  ub.s^-.ni. 
the  Legislature  to  provide  for  a  disunion  convention  in 
case  of  Lincoln's  election,  and  meanwhile  to  arm  the 
militia,  and  to  accept,  organize,  and  drill  volunteers.   This 
action,  with  the  signs  of  adhesion  on  the  part  of  other  ii*.  30:171, 
States,  threw  the  whole  countryinto  avortex  of  agitation  ^^  >'"''^- 
—  the  South  arming  against  the  Republican  Administra- 
tion not  more  than  against  its  own  fears  (fed  by  a  thou- 
sand idle  rumors)  of  slave  insurrections ;  the  pro-slavery 
and  halting  Republican  North  in  panic  striving  to  stave 
off  the  inevitable  by  making  every  concession  to  the  Z£*.  30:186, 
Slave  Power,  beginning  with  the  surrender  of  the  Per-     '^'™^' 
sonal  Liberty  laws,  and  by  pursuing  abolitionists  with 
mob  violence.  In  Boston,  the  "respectable"  progeny  of  the      dsc.  3, 
"  respectable  "  rioters  of  1835  took  possession  of  a  meet-  30:193-195. 
ing  in  Tremont  Temple,  commemorating  John  Brown's      '9«-2o^- 
exeoution  by  its  date,  and  discussing  the  trite  question, 
"  How  can  American  slavery  be  abolished  ? " —  a  meeting,  ub.  30 :  ise. 
needless  to  say,  not  called  by  Garrisonian  abolitionists. 
Turned  out  of  doors  by  the  Mayor,  it  adjourned  for  the 
evening  to  the  Belknap-Street  (colored)  Church,  where 
the  spirit  of  violence  was  still  more  rampant,  at  least  at 
the  close,  when  Mrs.  Chapman  was  thought  to  have  saved      m.  w. 
Mr.  Phillips's  life  by  her  companionship,  and  when  he  him-         ;™^- 
self  had  to  be  escorted  home  by  a  body-guard.     The  ora- 
tor's scarifying  review  of  these  proceedings,  from  Theo-  1,^.30:203, 
dore  Parker's  pulpit,  on  Sunday,  December  16, —  his  topic        ^^' 
being  "Mobs  and  Education," — brought  him  a  second 
(dayhght)  assault  as  he  issued  from  the  Music  Hall,  and 
made  his  return  home  a  street  fight.     On  the  same  day, 
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Lii.3p:303.  itL  Brooklyn,  Henry  Ward  Beecher  had  to  be  guarded  by 

police  in  Plymouth  Church.    In  Philadelphia,  George 

William  Curtis,  engaged  to  lecture  on  "  Honesty "  in  a 

i«.  30:209.  lyceum  course,  was  suppressed  by  the  joint  apprehensions 

of  the  Mayor  and  the  owners  of  the  hall. 

For  all  this,  the  movement  went  on.     On  December  17 
the  Secession  Convention  opened  its  sessions  with  prayer 
in  Charleston,  and  with  the  Palmetto  flag  flying  over  all 
the  eity  and  harbor  save  at  Fort  Moultrie.     On  Deeem- 
t«.3oiao7,  ber  20,  it  passed  an  ordinance  of  secession  based  primarily 
'°^'        on  the  violation  of  Constitutional  rights  by  the  passage 
of  Personal  Liberty  laws  —  i.  e.,  on  the  statutory  achieve- 
ments of  the  G-arrisonian  abolitionists.    In  place  of  quot- 
ing the  language  of  the  ordinance  regarding  the  nature 
of  the  compact  alleged  to   have  been  nullified  by  the 
North,  let  us  take  that  of  John  Quincj  Adams,  from  the 
familiar  armory  of  the  abolitionists : 
Address  ai        "  Yea !  it  cauDot  be  denied  —  the  slaveholding  lords  of  the 
'^'i^f'    ^^'^^  prescribed,  as  a  condition  of  their  assent  to  the  Consti- 
Mass..  Nov.   tution,  three  special  provisions  to  secure  the  perpetaity  of  their 
P^l^s's     dominion  over  their  slaves.     The  first  was  the  immunity  for 
Comtituiion    twentj  years  of  pursuing  the  African  slave  trade;  the  second 
eiy  Comfact,    '"^^  the  stipulation  to  aurrender  fugitive  slaves  —  an  engage- 
s'rar.^      ment  positively  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  God  delivered  from 
30  :'i5o. '     Sinai ;  and  thirdly,  the  exaction,  fatal  to  the  principles  of  pop- 
ular representation,  of  a  representation  for  slaves  —  for  articles 
of  merchandise,  under  the  name  of  persons.    .     .    . 

"  The  delegates  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  distinctly 
avowed  that,  without  this  guarantee  of  protection  to  their 
property  in  slaves,  they  would  not  yield  their  assent  to  the 
Constitution ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  North,  redueed  to  the 
alternative  of  departing  from  the  vital  principles  of  their  Ub- 
erty,  or  of  forfeiting  the  Union  itself,  averted  their  faces,  and 
with  trembling  hand  subscribed  the  bond." 

And  now  let  the  secession  ordinance  itself  be  heard 
in  its  particular  arraignment  of  the  North  —  a  hopeless 
McPher-     mixture  of  truth,  falsehood,  and  childishness : 

sen's  History  ' 

^Im^td        "  ^^  affirm  that  these  ends  for  which  this  Government  was 
ai.,f.'i6.     instituted  have  been  defeated,  and  the  Government  itself  has 
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been  made  deatruetive  of  them,  by  the  action  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.     Those  States  have  assumed  the  riffht  of  deciding  AaU.i 
wpoM  the  pTOpriety  of  our  domestic  insUfutions,  and  have  denied       3"+' 
the  rights  o£  property  established  in  fifteen  oi  the  States  and 
recognized  by  the  Constitution.     They  have  denounced  as  sinful 
the  institution  of  slavery  ;  they  have  permitted  the  open  entahUshment  Anu.i 
among  them  of  societies  whose  avowed  olyeet  is  to  disturb  thepeace 
and  to  eloign  the  property  of  the  citiiens  of  other  States  ;  they  have 
encouraged  and  assisted  thousands  of  our  slaves  to  leave  their  homes, 
and  those  who  remain  have  been  indted  i>^  emissaries,  books,  and  ^i"''.  '■ 
pktures  to  servile  insurrection.    For  twenty-five  years  this  agita-   ^l[^ 
tion  has  been  steadily  increaang,  nntil  it  has  now  secured  to  '^''^• 
its  aid  the  power  of  the  common  Oovemment.    Observing  the 
forms  of  the  Constitution,  a  sectional  party  has  found  within 
that  article  establishing  the  executive  department  the  means  of 
subverting  the  Constitution  itself.    A  geographical  line  has 
been  drawn  across  the  Union,  and  all  the  States  north  of  that 
line  have  united  in  the  election  of  a  man  to  the  high  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States  whose  opinions  and  purposes 
are  hostile  to  slavery.    He  is  to  be  entrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  common  Government  because  he  has  declared 
that  that  '  goveniment  cannot  endure  permanently  haif  slave,  half  Ante, 
free,'  and  that  iiie  public  mind  must  rest  in  the  belief  that       ^" 
slavery  is  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinction.     This  sectional 
combination  for  the  subversion  of  the  Constitution  has  been 
aided  in  some  of  the  States  by  elevating  to  citizenship  persons 
who,  by  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  are  incapable  of  becom- 
ing citizens ;  and  their  votes  have  been  used  to  inaugurate  a 
new  policy  hostile  to  tie  South,  and  destructive  of  its  peace 
and  safety.     On  the  4th  of  March  nest,  this  party  will  take 
possession  of  the  Government.      It  has  announced  that  the 
South  shall  be  excluded  from  the  common  territory ;  that  the 
judicial  tribunals  shall  be  made  sectional ;  and  that  a  war  mast 
be  waged  against  slavery  nntil  it  shall  cease  throughout  the 
United  States." 

The  lines  we  have  italicized  indicated  the  Southern 
ultimatum  of  compromise,  if  compromise  could  avert  the 
impending  catastrophe :  the  abolitionists  must  be  sup- 
pressed—  the  American  conscience  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  mtist  be  extirpated.  Already  the  respectable 
mob  in  Boston  and  other  great  cities  had  manifested     505, 
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,  its  eagerness  to  make  the  attempt.  There  was  yet  time 
'  before  the  inaugnration  of  Lincoln  to  arrange  a  "final" 
compromise  to  restore  forever  the  tottering  "  Union  as  it 
was."  In  this  fatuous  endeavor  Massachusetts  Republi- 
cans were  destined  to  take  part  —  among  them  the  son  of 
John  Quincy  Adams.  In  1820  the  father  wrote  in  his 
Diary: 

"  I  have  (avored  this  Missoiiri  Compromise,  believing  it  to 
be  all  that  eould  be  effected  under  the  present  Constitution, 
and  from  extreme  iinwillingneas  to  put  the  Union  at  hazard. 
But  perhaps  it  would  have  been  a  wiser  as  well  as  a  bolder 
course  to  have  persisted  in  the  restriction  upon  Missouri,  till  it 
should  have  tenniuated  in  a  convention  of  the  States  to  revise 
and  amend  the  Constitution.  This  would  have  produced  a  new 
Union  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  States  unpolluted  with  slavery, 
with  a  great  and  glorious  object  to  effect,  namely,  that  of  rally- 
ing to  their  standard  the  other  States  by  the  universal  emanci- 
pation o£  their  slaves.  If  the  Union  must  be  dissolved,  slavery 
is  precisely  the  question  upon  which  it  ought  to  break." 

As  to  the  result  of  the  breach,  the  great  statesman's 
prevision  was  clear: 

"  If  slavery  be  the  destined  sword,  in  the  hand  of  the  destroy- 
ing angel,  which  is  to  sever  the  ties  of  this  Union,  the  same 


114 ;  Lib.     sword  will  cut  aeuuder  the  bonds  of  slavery  itself." 
28 :  170.  ' 

Garrison's  perception  was  identical  with  Adams's.  He 
Lib.  31 :  [2].  greeted  his  readers  at  the  opening  of  the  thirty-first  vol- 
ume of  the  Liberator  with  these  words,  suggested  by  the 
political  situation :  "  All  Union-saving  efforts  are  simply 
idiotic.  At  last,  '  the  covenant  with  death '  is  annulled, 
and  '  the  agreement  with  hell '  broken  —  at  least  by  the 
action  of  South  Carolina,  and  ere  long  by  all  the  slave- 
holding  States,  for  their  doom  is  one," 

tToy !  But,  alas !  not  by  Northern  manhood,  conscience, 
church,  and  clergy ;  not  by  measures  projected  against 
slavery  in  the  States,  or  even  by  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent troubled  by  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution 
and  eager  to  amend  them  away ;  not  by  one  single  act 
or  threat  of  the  political  anti-slavery  party,  as  a  unit,  in 
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contravention  of  the  Constitution ;  but,  on  the  one  hand,  < 
by  the  simple  fidelity  of  a  remnant  pledged  to  eternal  hos- 
tility to  slavery  wherever  found  and  legalized,  and  to  in- 
cessant agitation  — on  the  other,  by  the  sheer  wickedness 
and  dementia  of  the  short-sighted  Slave  Power  — 

"  The  bloody  Writi:^  is  forever  torn,"  ' 


END  OP  VOLUME  THEEE. 
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